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The past year has seen numerous highlights in the 
development of both the prestige and the facilities of 
the University. One of the most noteworthy was the 
visit of Their Royal Highnesses, The Prince of Wales 
and The Duchess of Cornwall, to the Chester campus 
on July 19, 2007. The theme of this visit was ‘helping 
others’ and the voluntary work of the University’s 
students and staff was celebrated in an exhibition 
mounted in the Binks Building. Volunteering is an area 
in which the University has an admirable tradition, 
and in the last five years our students have collectively 
spent some 65,440 hours engaged in voluntary work. 
Their Royal Highnesses also met representatives of 
regional and local charities and the climax of the visit 
was the award of an Honorary Doctorate of Letters to 
the Prince of Wales, in recognition of his own commit-
ment to helping others through his founding of and 
work for the Prince’s Trust.

 The Royal visit to the Chester campus was paral-
leled, on February 8, 2008, by the visit of his Royal 
Highness, The Duke of Kent, to the Warrington cam-
pus. The Duke officially opened the £2.35 million 
Broomhead Library and toured the building and its 
state-of-the-art facilities. This is one of a number of 
new building projects that has been completed during 
the last 12 months, including the Tucker Building, the 
three-storey Business Centre that is both a home to a 
number of academic departments at Warrington and 
a hub of expertise and support services for local and 
regional companies. At the Chester campus, we have 
the new £2 million Students’ Union Building, provid-
ing greatly increased accommodation to meet the 
needs of the expanding student population; while the 
Kingsway Buildings have been refurbished and trans-
formed into a well-equipped Chester headquarters for 
the Faculty of Arts and Media.

Academically, a major event was the granting by 
HM Privy Council of Research Degree Awarding Pow-
ers, in August 2007. Chester is the first of the institu-
tions granted university status in 2005 to attain RDAP, 
confirming its reputation as a centre for specialist 
research expertise.

The year also saw the resignation of David Hughes 
from his role as Registrar of the Cestrian Association. 
David’s enthusiasm led to the reinvigoration of the 
Association. We are all deeply indebted to him for his 
commitment and hard work and I am sure that the 
Association’s members will all join me in wishing him 
a happy retirement. I was, however, delighted to learn 
that Stan France was willing to take over the role of 
Registrar. Stan retired from his post as Senior Lecturer 
in Education some 12 years ago, but remains involved 
in the University’s work in a part-time capacity, 
arranging courses for visiting students from overseas. I 
am sure that the Cestrian Association will continue to 
move forward with his unstinting commitment.

Foreword by Professor T J Wheeler DL
Vice–Chancellor and Principal of the University of Chester, Chair of  
the Cestrian Association and President of Padgate Old Students’ Association
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July 19, 2007 was a landmark date in the history of the University, which 
now counts the Heir to the Throne among its honorary alumni, and of 
Chester, which celebrated its first joint visit by Their Royal Highnesses The 
Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall.

The royal couple met a number of student and staff volunteers who each 
year share their free time and expertise with more than 200 organisations, 
including schools, hospitals, charities and emergency services, as well as 
representatives of other local community initiatives and charities and young 
people who have had their lives turned around by the Prince’s Trust.

The climax of the visit was the formal ceremony, attended by an audience 
of some 300 staff, volunteers and invited guests, at which the Prince had a 
Doctorate of Letters honoris causa conferred by the University’s Foundation 
Chancellor, His Grace The Duke of Westminster.

HONORARY 
DEGREES
HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES 
– DOCTOR OF LETTERS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
The spirit embodied in the Prince’s 
Trust has made it the UK’s leading 
youth charity, founded in 1976 to help 
disadvantaged young people to fulfill 
their potential. His Royal Highness, 
The Prince of Wales, whose other titles 
include The Earl of Chester, continues 
to do everything possible to promote 
its work and mission, with consider-
able personal zeal for, and commitment 
to, such a worthy cause.

ROYAL COUPLE VISITS

Research student Bryan Lipscombe demonstrates environmental assessment 
techniques to HRH, The Prince of Wales.

HRH, The Prince of Wales, is 
congratulated on his Honorary 
Doctorate by University Chancellor, His 
Grace, The Duke of Westminster.

Their Royal Highnesses accept gifts, 
including a graduation teddy bear in 
University colours.

HRH, The Duchess of Cornwall, signs the visitors’ book in the Binks Building, 
watched by: the University’s Foundation Chancellor, His Grace, the Duke of 
Westminster; Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler; and HRH, The Prince of Wales. 
Photograph courtesy of the Chester Chronicle.  
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JOAN BAkEWELL, CBE 
– DOCTOR OF LETTERS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Joan Bakewell was born in Stockport 
and read History and Economics at 
Newnham College, Cambridge. She has 
had a most distinguished career as a 
broadcaster, appearing on such thought-
provoking television programmes as 
Late Night Line-Up and Heart of the 
Matter. She has written for leading 
broadsheet newspapers and her books 
include The Centre of the Bed and The 
View from Here. A member of notable 
national committees, she founded the 
National Campaign for the Arts in 1984. 
She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts, and was appointed CBE in 1999.

WILLIAM ROACHE, MBE 
– DOCTOR OF LETTERS 
HONORIS CAUSA
A native of Ilkeston, Derbyshire, 
William Roache now lives in Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. At 18, he joined the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers, and was selected for 
officer training at Eaton Hall. After 
completing his army service aged 25, 
he became an actor, working first in 
repertory theatres, then famously on 
the small screen. His career was trans-
formed in 1960 when he was cast as 
Ken Barlow in Coronation Street - a part 
he has played ever since and one from 
which he has no intention of retiring. 
In 2000, he was appointed MBE for his 
services to television. 

SUE BIRTWISTLE  
– DOCTOR OF LETTERS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Sue Birtwistle was born in Northwich 
and studied Drama and English at 
Coventry College of Education. On 
leaving college, she worked in Theatre 
in Education in Coventry, Edinburgh 
and Nottingham, before moving to tele-
vision to produce Theatre Box, a series 
of plays for children. Some of her 
subsequent award-winning productions 
include: Educating Marmalade; Hotel 
du Lac; and the National Theatre/BBC 
production of King Lear. Her produc-
tion of Pride and Prejudice was raptur-
ously received, setting new standards 
for screen versions of classic novels, 
and was followed by Emma, Wives 
and Daughters, and, most recently, the 
highly acclaimed Cranford.

IAN DUNN 
 – MASTER OF LETTERS, 
HONORIS CAUSA
Ian Dunn was brought up in South-East 
Cheshire and studied English at Queen 
Mary College, London, before qualifying 
as an archivist. In 1975, he returned to 
Cheshire as Deputy County Archivist, 
then County Archivist. In the mid-1990s, 
he became successively Senior Policy 
Advisor, then County Secretary, to 
Cheshire County Council, before being 
appointed Head of Libraries, Archives, 
Arts and Museums in 1997. Ian Dunn, a 
former President of the Historic Society 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, compiled 
The Bright Star in the Present Prospect: 
The University of Chester 1839-2005, to 
coincide with the granting of University 
Status in 2005. 

LOYD GROSSMAN, OBE 
– DOCTOR OF LETTERS, 
HONORIS CAUSA 
Loyd Grossman was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, and studied History 
in his home city before attending 
the London School of Economics. 
He developed a notable career in 
television, and is well-known for 
his culinary interests; but he also 
has a lifelong interest in history, 
heritage and the arts and has served 
on numerous committees and public 
bodies. Locally, he is a Trustee of 
St Deiniol’s Library, Hawarden, and 
Chairman of National Museums 
Liverpool. Loyd Grossman is a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries and 
the Royal Society of Arts, and was 
appointed OBE in 2003.

HONORARY DEGREES

Dr William Roache and Dr Joan Bakewell.

Mr Ian Dunn, with the Vice-Chancellor.

Dr Sue Birtwistle.
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DEVELOPMENTS AT WARRINGTON
BROOMHEAD LIBRARY
His Royal Highness, The Duke of Kent, 
officially opened the £2.35 million 
Broomhead Library at the University 
of Chester’s Warrington campus on 
February 8, 2008.

During his tour of the building, 
which revolutionises the way in which 
people use Learning Resources facilities 
at the site, His Royal Highness saw the 
self-service Radio Frequency Identifica-
tion (RFID) system, which allows users 
to borrow books without having to 
queue at a counter, with an automatic 
book sorter that uses the same technol-
ogy for returns.

Other state-of-the-art facilities are 
open access computer suites which are 
among the first in the country to have 
the new iMac computers, unusually 
equipped with a dual-boot mechanism, 
which gives users the flexibility to 
work on either Apple Mac or Windows 
software.

Quiet zones with individual desks 
complement the interactive group 
study areas and two open access media 
areas and three media suites house 
the latest equipment on which to play 
selections from the comprehensive 
catalogue of CDs, videos and DVDs.

The Library takes its name from 
former Warrington Collegiate Princi-
pal, Steven Broomhead, who is now 
the Northwest Regional Development 
Agency’s Chief Executive.

Ann Vickers, Counter Supervisor at the Broomhead Library, demonstrates the 
Digital Library Assistant, which tracks missing publications, to HRH, The Duke of 
Kent, watched by Brian Fitzpatrick, Director of Learning and Information Services.

The Tucker Building at the Warrington campus.

TUCkER BUILDING
This striking, three-storey, terracotta Business Centre serves a dual purpose. 
As home to the Faculties of Lifelong Learning, Business and Management, 
Applied and Health Sciences, and Social Science, it offers excellent teaching 
facilities. It also acts as a hub of expertise and support services for local and 
regional companies. 

More than 80 per cent of the £3 million cost of the building was provided 
by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). The building is 
named after former Warrington Collegiate Principal Hilary Tucker.

At the forefront of eco-friendly design, the project meets the latest strin-
gent Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method 
standards, with energy efficient movement sensors for lights and water taps, 
and minimal impact mechanical heating and ventilation.  
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DEVELOPMENTS AT CHESTER
BEST BUILDING
The former base for Fine Art and 
Design was redeveloped to house 
the Departments of Geography and 
Development Studies and, on the 
upper floor, Social and Communica-
tion Studies. These Departments now 
benefit from a new lecture theatre 
and five seminar rooms. There are 
specialist features such as a counsel-
ling studio and interview rooms for 
Social and Communication Studies 
and new geomatics facilities, a 
£30,000 soils laboratory and a map 
room for Geography and Development 
Studies.

The central space, earlier occu-
pied by Arts and Media exhibits, was 
retained for display purposes and the 
entire building had new heating, ven-
tilation and air-conditioning systems 
installed.

STUDENTS’ UNION BUILDING
A new £2 million Chester Students’ 
Union (CSU) Building meets the 
capacity needs of increasing student 
numbers, no longer met by the De 
Bunsen Centre.

Over 1,000 square metres of accom-
modation provides a CSU shop, rooms 
for club and society representatives, 
offices for sabbatical officers and a 
meeting space for the executive team. 

kINGSWAY BUILDINGS
An extensive, multi-million pound 
re-modelling of the former Kingsway 
High School over the past year marked 
the first phase in the site’s transfor-
mation into a dedicated base for the 
Faculty of Arts and Media’s provision 
at Chester.

This offers considerable potential 
for greater interaction between the 
associated disciplines and supports 
the ongoing work of the interdiscipli-
nary Centre for Practice as Research in 
the Arts.

Provision includes: performance, 
fine art, photography and graphic 
design studios; interactive newsrooms; 
computer suites for Mac or PC users; 
sound and video editing booths; a 
220 seat lecture theatre; AV-equipped 
classrooms and seminar rooms; and a 
136-seater multi-purpose performance 
venue.

University Chancellor, His Grace, The Duke of Westminster, with Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Tim Wheeler, and President of the University Council and Pro-Chancellor, 
The Lord Bishop of Chester, at the opening of the Westminster Building.

One of three state-of-the-art newsrooms used by Journalism students at the 
Kingsway Buildings. 

WESTMINSTER BUILDING
On May 25, 2007, His Grace, the Duke of Westminster, the University’s 
Foundation Chancellor, officially opened the £5 million Westminster 
Building, to house the Faculty of Health and Social Care.

Over three-storeys, there are purpose-built clinical skills laboratories recreat-
ing a controlled, ward-based environment, lecture theatres equipped with the 
latest AV technology and seminar rooms which convert to smaller classrooms. 

A ‘nature roof’ incorporates a low maintenance layer of vegetation for 
effective insulation and drainage and, internally, energy is saved by move-
ment-sensitive lights in offices.
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Susan’s Sitcom 
Success
Since graduating in 1995, Susan Earl has 
been carving out a career as a familiar face 
on stage and small screen. She appeared 
in several commercials, as well as televi-
sion and stage shows, including Holby City 
and Hardware.  She was in Never Better, a 
new sitcom on BBC2, and also had a role 
in the new series of Skins on Channel 4. 
Following that, Susan will play a personal 
assistant alongside Patrick Baladi, the star 
of The Office and Mistresses, in No Heroics, 
a comedy about off-duty superheroes living 
in London.  It is the first original sitcom to 
be commissioned for ITV2, and is some-
thing Susan is enjoying.

She said: “It’s a fun show to be work-
ing on, and is something different for me 
personally. I actually prefer doing televi-
sion work to stage shows. I get more 
excited by the fact that so many people 
can see them and, since I’ve become a 
mother, I haven’t done any live work; it 
has all been television.”

No Heroics is set to air later this 
year and sees Susan in scenes along-

side James Lance, star of Teachers and 
Absolute Power.  

“All my scenes are with him (Lance).  
He’s such a good actor to work with and 
it’s good fun,” she continued.

No Heroics is the latest in a long line 
of projects for Susan, who attended the 
University from 1992 to 1995, studying 
combined honours in Drama and Psy-
chology.  During her time at Chester, she 
became good friends with fellow student, 
actress and comedienne Janice Phayre, 
and the pair embarked together on the 
path to show business success. Susan 
recalls the days when they would spend 
hours in the University’s media editing 
suites, writing their own comedy material. 
After graduating, the pair spent a year 
in London, before working on a series of 
comedy shows, including six which they 
took to the prestigious Edinburgh Comedy 
Festival.

Although they now concentrate on 
slightly different lines of work, with Jan-
ice preferring live shows while Susan 
focuses on her television career, the pair 
remain close friends.

Susan continued: “When we worked 
together on live shows, even though we 
were great friends – work does become 

work and the people you work with 
become work colleagues.  Now that we 
don’t work together, we are fantastic friends 
again. Janice is also my baby’s godmother.”

Susan has now turned her hand to 
writing herself, and her new show, enti-
tled I Hate My Sister, was set to debut 
in March 2008. With her social life now 
very much revolving around two-year-old 
Freddy, she gets little time for glamorous 
parties and clubs, instead spending time 
in the park with her son.  

Susan looks back on her time at Ches-
ter with great fondness, saying: “I loved it 
at Chester. We lived in a house with eight 
other girls on Cheyney Road, and it was 
always a really friendly place. You were 
there to work, but everyone had fun too.”

Never Bet-
ter was being 
shown on 
Thursday 
nights on 
BBC2, and 
Susan can 
also be seen 
in Aero’s 
‘Bubbles’ Hot 
Chocolate 
commercial.

Ex-Student 
Tops the Charts
Welsh soul singer Duffy rocketed 
to the top of the music charts in 
February 2008 with her single ‘Mercy’ 
and album ‘Rockferry’ and has been 
tipped for more success in 2008.  
Extensive media coverage has accom-
panied her meteoric rise to stardom, 
as her sold-out tour gathers pace.

Aimee Anne Duffy, aged 23, from 
Nefyn, was predicted to storm on to 
the music scene this year by many 
well-known music critics.  Likened to 
soul legend Dusty Springfield, she was 
voted the second hottest new talent of 
2008 in the BBC Sound of 2008 poll, 
compiled by critics and broadcasters.  

The former Performing Arts student 
impressed staff and peers alike during 
her time at University with her infec-
tious enthusiasm.  Her bubbly persona 
and confidence are taking her a long 

way and she has already performed on 
Friday Night with Jonathan Ross and 
Later with Jools Holland.

Head of Performing Arts, Kate 
Malone Smith, who was Duffy’s Per-
sonal Academic Tutor, said: “Aimee 
was always cheerful and energetic, 
and very proud of her Welsh heritage. 
I remember her as a delightful and 
determined young woman with a pro-
fessional attitude. She was eager to 
learn about working as a professional 
in the music business, and often 
sought advice from Ben Broughton, 
a Lecturer in Performing Arts who is 
also professional musician.” 

Ben was not the only professional to 
be impressed by her creativity and flair.  

Kate added: “In Drama, her script-
writing was exceptional and highly 
praised by professional playwright, 
Sol Rivers, who referred to her as ‘a 
star, a real star’.” 

At present, she is surrounded by the 
sort of media activity that often makes 
or breaks a young musician’s career.  

However, with her precocious natural 
talent, striking good looks and distinc-
tive voice, we can expect to hear much 
more of this remarkable former student.

Duffy. Photograph supplied.

STARS OF ENTERTAINMENT

Susan Earl.  
Photograph supplied.
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Steph Reflects on his Award-Winning Drama
Writer and director Steph Atkinson is 
looking forward to working on new chal-
lenges after the success of his award-
winning drama, Anatomy of a Crime. 
He saw his BBC2 production win four 
awards in 2007, including Best Documen-
tary at the Grierson Television Awards, 
a prize he won against stiff competition 
from such acclaimed competitors as 
David Attenborough’s Planet Earth.

Anatomy of a Crime was critically 
acclaimed as a benchmark for future fac-
tual dramas, and Steph himself described 
the work as a “life-changing project”, but 
he was still surprised to win.

He said: “We didn’t really expect 
to win it [the Grierson Award] when 
we were up against the likes of Planet 
Earth, which is a big-budget produc-
tion. We had to work for more than a 
year to get the access needed to do it, 
because we needed clearance from the 
police and other different departments. 
The idea developed as we worked on it 
and involved many departments, such as 
forensic science, police and the murder 
squad.”

The gruesome realism of the drama 
shocked viewers, impressed critics, and 
gave Steph and his team unprecedented 
access to crime scene investigations.

He continued: “When a 999 call came 
in about a suspicious body being found, 
we’d go out and arrive with the police, 
or often before them. There was one 
incident in which a woman had jumped 
from a bridge in front of a lorry and had 
been decapitated.  The body was there, 
but we had to go and find the head, 

and I ended up nearly standing on it! It 
was interesting to see how the different 
departments treat each scene.  For exam-
ple, the forensics and the police – they 
look at the scenes totally differently.”

Steph admits he enjoys watching 
drama programmes on television himself, 
as long as the director does not have a 
hidden agenda for the programme, but 
lets it develop naturally.  He has now 
started work on his next project, another 
factual drama.

He explained:  “We’re working on a 
six-part series about gated communities.  
They are a bit of an American idea – peo-
ple over 60 years old, for example, go 
and live in these communities and own 
stores and bars.  It’s due out towards the 
end of the year, and at present the work-
ing title is Wrinklies. It’s quite weird at 
the moment, as it involves a lot of sitting 

down and talking.  Some of these older 
guys have some brilliant stories and it’s 
just about thinking: ‘How can I bring 
them alive?’.”

Steph was a student of Media and 
Business Management at the Warrington 
campus, and graduated in 1995.  Origi-
nally from Craigavon, Northern Ireland, 
he is now based in the Peak District, and 
balances a busy working schedule with 
time at home with his first child.

Looking back at his time at university, 
Steph recalls the close-knit community 
on the Warrington campus and the mix 
of students that came together.

“I enjoyed my time there.  It was a lot 
smaller than other places, and we had 
Sports and Media students together – you 
couldn’t really get two more different sets 
of people. It was good, though, as you 
met new people and made good friends.”

An insight into the music business 
won a former Warrington student an 
award at this year’s BAFTAs for his 
work on the film, Control.

Matt Greenhalgh, who gradu-
ated in Media Studies in 1995, took 
the Carl Foreman Award for Special 
Achievement by a British Director, 
Writer or Producer in their feature 
film at the awards ceremony, held 
at the Royal Opera House, Convent 
Garden.  Matt collected his award 
for writing the critically acclaimed 
film about the life of the late Joy 

Division front-man, Ian Curtis.  
In his acceptance speech, Matt 

paid tribute to the late Manchester 
music mogul Tony Wilson, saying: 
“I want to dedicate this to a guy 
that should be here tonight, but 
obviously isn’t. Tony Wilson – cru-
cial to this whole story, and crucial 
to me.”

Based on a book by Deborah Cur-
tis, Control has won several other 
awards, including the Silver Hugo 
Award for Best Screenplay at the 
Chicago Film Awards in October, 

and the Best British Independent 
Film Award at the British Independ-
ent Film Awards. It was also nomi-
nated for a second award at this 
year’s BAFTAs in the Best British 
Film category.

Matt has also been involved with 
writing and directing numerous 
well-known television programmes, 
such as Hollyoaks, Cold Feet and 
Fat Friends.  His previous nomina-
tion for a BAFTA was in 2002, as 
Best New Writer, for the TV series, 
Clocking Off.

From Warrington campus to BAFTA Success

Steph Atkinson at work. Photograph supplied.
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LIFE-CHANGING TRIP TO AFRICA FOR STUDENT VOLUNTEER
Three months providing vital voluntary support at orphanages in Kenya and Ghana 
for pupils affected by AIDS was an enlightening experience for Jane Strand.

Jane, who is studying Counselling and Criminology, saved hard for her trip by 
combining a part-time job with her studies, to pay for her flights, accommoda-
tion, volunteer fees and expensive vaccinations. 

She was also pleased to take with her vital items donated to help the people 
with whom she worked in Africa.

STUDENTS HELP PROTECT NATURE RESERVE
During the spring of 2007, community-spirited students from the University 
of Chester’s Warrington campus joined others from universities across the 
region to carry out essential work at Hilbre Island in the Dee Estuary, in prep-
aration for the summer tourist season. Hilbre Island is renowned as a local 
beauty spot, as well as being an important nature reserve.

The operation, which was organised by the Student Volunteers Network 
(SVN) in co-ordination with the Friends of Hilbre Island and the Wirral 
Ranger Service, involved shrub clearance, slipway regeneration and repairing 
existing sea walls at the protected site.

SENSORY GARDEN 
FOR SPECIAL PUPILS
A group of student volunteers 
created a sensory garden, specifi-
cally designed to help the personal 
development of pupils with severe 
learning difficulties, at Dee Banks 
School. The plants and features are 
designed to simulate the five senses.

Features include a solar-pow-
ered water feature, wind-chimes 
and bird baths, while a raised 
garden area allows pupils to help 
grow plants and flowers, all of 
which will stimulate their interest 
and introduce play into their sur-
roundings. Teachers at the school 
are convinced that the new facil-
ity will be highly beneficial to the 
pupils and help them maximize 
their potential.

COUNTY’S TOP NOMINATION
Third-year Criminology student Emily 
Dutton was shortlisted for the Cheshire 
Woman of the Year award for her work 
as a Special Police Constable. Emily, 
who became a Special two years ago, 
juggled her weekends on the beat with 
her final year studies.

In her second year, she also 
attended the State University of New 
York, Plattsburgh, completing modules 
on criminal justice, learning about 
the US judicial system, and spending 
time with the New York Police Depart-
ment on their ‘Ride-along’ programme, 
which involved accompanying the 23rd 
Precinct on their regular patrols in one 
of New York’s roughest areas. 

VOLUNTEERING ACHIEVEMENTS

Jane Strand enjoying her voluntary work in Africa. Photograph supplied.

Emily Dutton presents a Cheshire 
Constabulary shield to a representative 
of the New York Police Department. 
Photograph supplied.
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INFLUENCE IN THE CORRIDORS OF POWER
David Stokes, a policy adviser to key political figures, including Secretary of State 
for Justice, Jack Straw, was the first person to graduate from the Foundation 
Degree in Government course that was launched by the University in September 
2004. The prestigious qualification is one of the first university-accredited 
programmes designed specifically for those working in the Civil Service.

He said: “The programme content within the Foundation Degree was very inter-
esting and relevant to my job. It’s had a positive effect upon my career, and I’ve 
found it extremely useful to apply the theory I was studying to my practical role.”

DANCING TO A  
BRAZILIAN BEAT
Dance with Nutrition graduate 
Jane McLean has gained a place at 
Laban, in London, widely regarded 
as one of the world’s most prestig-
ious contemporary dance conserva-
toires, thanks to her contemporary 
dance skills. She specialises in 
Capoeira, which fuses contemporary 
dance with Brazilian martial arts to 
form a unique style of dancing.  

Jane, who secured a First Class 
Honours degree at Chester, said: 
“The degree provided me with a 
great foundation to build on. My 
tutors believed that Laban would be 
a perfect environment in which to 
develop, and I’m proud to be at one 
of Europe’s top conservatoires.”

CATCHING UP WITH NEW GRADUATES

Dance and Nutrition graduate Jane 
McLean, now studying at Laban. 
Photograph supplied.

Servel Miller with some of the 
documentation designed to prevent 
destruction and loss of life. 

SCOTTISH STUDY TAkES NATIONAL PRIZE
Chester History graduate Melanie Harrington secured a prestigious national 
award for her final year dissertation against competition from students 
across Britain. Melanie won the inaugural History Scotland/Royal Historical 
Society Dissertation prize for her study, entitled Unequal Partners? A Provin-
cial Comparison of British Interests Prior to Anglo-Scottish Parliamentary 
Union: Stirling and Ludlow, 1688-1707, which explores Anglo-Scottish rela-
tions prior to the Union of 1707 from a local perspective.

Head of History and Archaeology, Dr Keith McLay, said: “Winning this 
competition is a massive achievement. We were delighted to hear of Mela-
nie’s success and wish her well in her future studies.”

Landslide hazard mapping, using a 
‘Geographical Information System’ (GIS) 
drawn up by Servel Miller, could help save 
lives and prevent significant infrastructural 
damage across North-East Wales.

He explained: “My research was driven 
by the landslides in 2000/2001, as a result 
of heavy rainfall, that caused extensive 
damage to the built environment and mil-
lions of pounds in losses. We felt it was 
important to find out more about what 
was happening, with a view to looking at 
where future landslides could occur, and 
how to better mitigate their effect.”

The study was completed with local 
authority support and involved examin-
ing archive material and analysing aerial 
photographs and satellite imagery to create 
a complete record of 430 landslides to date 
across the region – double those found by 
previous research.

Servel believes a rise may be attributed 
to changing land-use patterns, such as 
road and building construction, or climate 
change. 

The hazard maps produced as part of 
the research denote the landslide suscepti-
bility across North-East Wales, and could 
be used by councils to guide Local Devel-
opment Plans, and in emergency response 
planning. 

Servel, originally from Jamaica and 
now a Geography lecturer at the Univer-
sity, was the first international student to 
gain a PhD through one of the University’s 
Gladstone Fellowships.

His research is being referred to the 
Higher Education Academy Subject Centre 
for Geography, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences, after being described by External 
Assessor, the University of Portsmouth’s 
Dr Richard Teeuw, as ‘best practice’. 

MOVIE MAGIC ON DVD
Budding director Bryan Lomax will feature on a best-
selling magazine’s DVD, after his 10-minute film Far 
From Home, about Warrington’s first Polish bus driver 
earned him a prestigious accolade.

The documentary won the MA in Television 
Production graduate, now a cinema projectionist, 
the Best Documentary title in the Total Film Short 
Film Awards and coverage on a disk which will be 
attached to the magazine cover.

PREDICTING WELSH LANDSLIDE RISkS 

Total Film Award 
winner, Bryan Lomax.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING TODAY

RAF HIGH FLYERS
The University has launched a 
new initiative as a member of the 
Royal Air Force Foundation Degree 
Consortium, a joint venture with 
Staffordshire University, the Open 
University, the University of Derby 
and the RAF. Two new foundation 
degrees in Business and Leader-
ship & Management are already 
being offered at RAF Scampton in 
Lincolnshire. 

The courses make it easier for 
RAF personnel to study whilst on 
remote postings or operational 
deployments. Both degrees offer 
flexible starting dates, comple-
mented by a range of learning 
styles. Students can gain work 
experience credits and select mod-
ules from any Consortium member 
to ‘build’ the degree.

FEEDBACk BY PODCAST
As part of a ground-breaking study 
to promote e-learning at the Univer-
sity, students in the Department of 
Geography and Development Studies 
taking a final year module on Climate 
Change and Natural Hazard Manage-
ment have been receiving assignment 
comments on a downloadable audio 
file (podcast), recorded by Programme 
Leader and E-Learning Co-ordinator, 
Dr Derek France, and made avail-
able on the University network. The 
podcasts will make the assessment 

process more personal and construc-
tive. The experiment is one strand of 
the University’s contribution to the 

Pathfinder Programme, the three-year 
initiative to embed e-learning within 
UK universities.

MBA WELCOMES 
THE WORLD
A record number of international busi-
ness students started at the University 
last autumn. The 34 students who 
have taken their places on the Chester 
Business School’s prestigious MBA 
programme come from Georgia, India, 
USA and Canada.

Senior Lecturer, Gautam Rajkhowa, 
said: “Over the last year we have par-
ticipated in overseas education fairs, 
and the response has been fantastic. 
We are very pleased to welcome so 
many enthusiastic students.”

The students, who will complete the 
MBA over one year, will graduate in 
March 2009. Some of the 34 international students who have begun their MBA  

programme at the Chester Business School.

Students Naomi Taylor and Jennifer Snelson receiving course evaluations by podcast.
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FIRST MORTUARY SCIENCE DEGREE
The new Foundation Degree in Mortuary Science, prima-
rily for part-time students already working in the field, 
covers such as areas as biological chemistry, anatomy 
and physiology, and the biological markers of death, as 
well as contemporary funeral practices, working with the 
bereaved, and ethical, legal and cultural aspects of death. 

For the first time, British funeral workers have the 
opportunity to gain a recognized university qualifica-
tion in their subject, and it is planned to offer a full 
BSc degree in Mortuary Science by 2009-10. Students 
will follow taught sessions at the University, combined 
with distance-learning and e-learning study.

CHRISTIAN YOUTH  
WORk NUMBER ONE
Christian Youth Work programmes have 
been judged to be amongst the best in 
the country. The National Youth Agency 
has awarded them its highest possible 
grade, satisfactory with distinction, 
following its annual validation assess-
ment. In fact, the Chester programmes 
have been placed in the highest grade 
every year since being launched in 2002.

They centre on the core skills 
required of professional youth work-
ers, examine the social context of 
youth work, policies and organisation, 
contemporary culture, young people’s 
spirituality, Biblical studies, and Chris-
tian theology, equipping students to 
understand the Christian context in 
which youth work may be carried out, 
and to undertake work that is culturally 
sensitive. 

MUSLIM YOUTH  
WORk PIONEERS
Christian Youth Work programmes are 
now complemented by similar provision 
for Muslim Youth Work. The UK’s first 
single honours degree in the subject, 
backed by £26,000 in development 
funding from the Home Office, recruited 
13 students for its first cohort. The 
programme, taught at the Warrington 
campus, has received full support from 
Muslim communities in the North West 
and professional endorsement from the 
National Youth Agency. 

Available on a full- and part-time 
basis, it involves a combination of 
theoretical and practical study, includ-
ing professional youth work practice 
and a focus on issues affecting young 
Muslims and Muslim Studies. Work 
placements are an integral part of the 
course.

LANGUAGE STUDENTS’ EUROPEAN DOUBLE
Talented students of German will be able to benefit from an 
additional year’s study abroad, thanks to a pioneering agree-
ment with Universität Bayreuth. They will study for two years 
at Chester, before completing two extra years in Germany, 
gaining in the process degrees from both institutions.

European Exchange Co-ordinator, Heidi Spring-Jones, said: 
“Not only will the students develop first rate language skills, 
but also they will have enhanced employment opportunities in 
both countries.”

It is hoped that this chance to enhance communication skills 
and employment potential internationally will eventually be 
open to students of other languages.

Christian Youth Work Senior Lecturers, James Jenkins and Dot Gosling, and Head 
of Theology and Religious Studies, Revd Dr Ruth Ackroyd, with students on the 
programme.

Muslim Youth Work Programme Leader, Sadek Hamed, with students from the 
programme’s first cohort.
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RESEARCH

RESEARCH DEGREE 
AWARDING POWERS
Intense behind-the-scenes activity 
during the present year has been 
devoted to the presentation of evidence 
to back the University’s application to 
HM Privy Council for Research Degree 
Awarding Powers (RDAP), which was 
approved in October 2007. Chester 
is the first of the institutions granted 
university status in 2005 to attain 
RDAP, confirming its reputation as a 
centre for specialist research expertise, 
which impacts on many strands of 
contemporary life.

SAVING THE PIPING-GUAN
Piping-guan birds, native to 
Trinidad, are classified as a crit-
ically-endangered species, with 
only 200 believed to be surviving. 
Conservationists face a difficult 
balancing act when trying to 
study them without encroaching 
on their natural environment.

However, a robust pioneering 
method of extracting DNA from 
moulted feathers to enable con-
servationists to learn more has 
been devised by Dr Ian McDow-
all and Dr Lottie Hosie (Bio-
logical Sciences Department), 
along with dissertation students. 
Feathers from the only piping-
guan in captivity, imported 
under licence from a Trinidad 
zoo, provide a DNA benchmark 
with which feathers obtained 
in the wild can be compared. 
Alongside field studies under-
taken at the University of the 
West Indies, the genetic studies 
will help to ensure the conserva-
tion and survival of the bird.

SUCCESSFUL TRIALS OF VITAMIN COMPOUNDS
Scientists at the University, working with colleagues at Kent State University, 
Ohio, have developed two new 
vitamin compounds that could 
reduce the risk of heart disease 
and dementia, as they break down 
elevated blood levels of the amino 
acid, homocysteine, within the body 
more effectively than existing reme-
dies taken in isolation.

Early tests carried out by Dr 
Catherine Birch and Professor John 
Williams of the Biological Sci-
ences Department have been so 
successful that one of the vitamin 
B12 derivatives – called thiolatoco-
balamins – has been licensed by 
Pamlab, LLC, a US-based medical 
food and pharmaceutical company, 
with a view to conducting further 
tests and possible full-scale clinical 
trials.

The University and Kent State 
University hold a 50% share of the 
patents for the derivatives. 

WAS kING ARTHUR IRISH?
The ongoing research of Dai Morgan-
Evans, Visiting Professor in Archaeology, 
on the historical basis of the Arthurian 
legends offers new ideas on the legen-
dary figure, suggesting that, although 
generally considered to have embodied 
the British ideal of Kingship, Arthur was 
actually an Irish war leader who could 
have been brought to Britain by the 
Romans to help defend the Welsh coast.

He said: “Based on the evidence 
at our disposal, it appears that Arthur 
was effectively a senior military figure 
as opposed to a King. 

“This research is seeking to explain 
the ambiguities in the early evidence 
about Arthur.”

Dr Ian McDowall (with feather), Dr 
Ian Hurley and Sue Brierley-Hobson, 
working to ensure the survival of the 
piping-guan.

Researchers, Dr Catherine Birch and 
Professor John Willliams.

Arthurian expert, Visiting Professor 
Dai Morgan-Evans, pictured outside 
Chester’s historic Blue Coat School.
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STAFF SUCCESSES
MARRYING SIGHT  
AND SOUND
A demonstration of VJing by Gemma 
Briers, Lecturer in Performance and 
New Media, was part of a special 
recording for BBC Radio Three’s Discov-
ering Music series. The programme 
involved a community-based project, 
with music students from Eccles College 
working alongside the cellist Matthew 
Barley to devise a new work, based 
on Mark-Anthony Turnage’s Kai. In an 
interview, Gemma explained the process 
of Vjing, a distinctive marriage of sight 
and sound, and how it can be used to 
represent interpretations of music. Her 
visual artistry, combined with the music 
of the orchestra, created a dynamic 
performance for the evening’s audience.

BOND THEME INITIATIVE
Dr Mark Bendall, Senior Lecturer in 
Social and Communication Studies, 
delivered a public lecture exploring 
the characters and cultures associated 
with James Bond to coincide with the 
release of Casino Royale, the latest 
007 extravaganza starring Chester-
born Daniel Craig. The event proved 
so successful that it was short-listed 
in the Marketing Initiative of the Year 
category of the Times Higher Educa-
tion Awards 2007.

Entitled We’ve Been Expecting You, 
the talk examined the popularity of 
the books and films, covering issues 
such as: violence; masculinity and 
sex; Englishness; the enforcer as law-
breaker; conspicuous consumption 
and branding (including luxury cars 
and designer clothing); and the spy as 
communicator.

IMAGES MAkE  
THEIR MARk
A pioneering method of print-
making was developed by 
Kevin McGarry, of the Fine Art 
Department, whilst he was on a 
research sabbatical in Canada, 
working as an Artist in Residence 
at the Banff Centre, Vancouver. 
The technique, which does not 
involve the use of chemicals, 
produces ‘graphite prints’ through 
a process of printing drawings 
directly through silk-screens. A 
collection of work by staff and 
students of the Fine Art Depart-
ment using this method has been 
exhibited at the RK Burt Gallery 
in London and complimentary 
reviews have led to Kevin being 
approached write a book on 
mixed media printmaking.

CAMPAIGNING FOR 
WOMEN’S FOOTBALL
Wendy Owen, Senior Lecturer in 
Sports Coaching and former England 
international player, gave expert 
evidence last year to the House of 
Commons Select Committee for 
Culture, Media and Sport on the 
state of women’s football. 

One result of this enquiry is that 
the Football Association has now 
agreed to trial a new policy, described 
by Wendy as “a step in the right 
direction”, which allows girls to play 
alongside boys until the age of 14. 
Previously, girls were prevented from 
playing mixed football beyond the 
age of 11, which campaigners argued 
was hindering the development of 
the most talented players.

Video-jockeying expert Gemma Briers demonstrating her skills.

Wendy Owen - Senior Lecturer and 
former international footballer.
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CONFERENCES ON CAMPUS

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

VICTORIAN LITERATURE: THE CANON AND BEYOND
The works of classic Victorian writers, such as Charlotte Brontë, Charles 
Dickens and George Eliot, as well as less well-known figures, such as Mary 
Elizabeth Braddon, George 
Augustus Sala and Marie Corelli, 
were discussed at a conference 
held at the University in June 
2007. The keynote address was 
given by Professor Lyn Pykett, 
of Aberystwyth University, and 
the papers covered a number of 
literary genres.

Positive feedback from the 
conference, organised by Senior 
Lecturer Dr Deborah Wynne 
and Visiting Lecturer Georgina 
O’Brien, is likely to inform fol-
low-up events, as a prelude to 
the development of a new MA 
in 19th-century literature.

WHEN DISASTER STRIkES
The psychological support provided 
to victims of traumatic events, such 
as terrorist atrocities, the Asian 
Tsunami and the Virginia Tech. 
shootings, was debated by more 
than 80 delegates at an international 
conference held at the University in 
May 2007, organised by Dr Stuart 
McNab, Programme Leader of the 
MSc in Psychological Trauma, which 
provides standardised training for 
professionals who routinely come 
into contact with vulnerable people.

Dr Jeffrey Mitchell of the Univer-
sity of Maryland, creator of the global 
standard ‘de-briefing’ technique, 
gave the keynote address. Speakers 
included Visiting Professor Gordon 
Turnbull, the RAF’s psychiatric adviser 
to Gulf War hostages.

CARBON-CUTTING PLEDGE
The University became the first organisation to sign up to 
CRed Chester when it made the 1,000th pledge to reduce its 
carbon ‘footprint’. 

CRed is a web-based pledge system developed by the Uni-
versity of East Anglia, which helps individuals and organisa-
tions reduce their carbon footprint, and Chester City Council 
decided to invest in it as a result of the campaign to make  

Ashton Hayes in Cheshire England’s first carbon neutral 
village. The campaign is spearheaded by Parish Councillor 
Garry Charnock and the University’s Professor of Environ-
mental Sustainability, Roy Alexander. The University is thus 
at the cutting edge of the global carbon reduction drive by 
providing research expertise and support to the campaign.

LIVE EARTH LEGACY
The Ashton Hayes campaign was 
also the subject of a nine-minute 
film, broadcast during the Live 
Aid concerts in July 2007.

The events, organised by 
former US Vice-President, Al 
Gore and Emmy Award-winning 
producer, Kevin Wall, attracted 
a worldwide audience of more 
than two million people. The 
Ashton Hayes film, previously 
launched at the prestigious 
Tribeca Film Festival in Amer-
ica, was shown at regular inter-
vals during the day. It featured 
interviews with members of the 
project team and village com-
munity, an examination of car-
bon neutral initiatives, and the 
village’s primary school children 
singing their Carbon Neutral 
Rap.

Dr Deborah Wynne and Georgina O’Brien, 
organisers of a major conference on Victorian 
literature.

Celebrating making the CRed Pledge, on behalf of the University.
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PARTNERSHIPS

EDUCATIONAL TIES IN 
CHESHIRE STRENGTHENED
Special links have been established with 
three leading providers of further and 
higher education in Cheshire. Rease-
heath College, near Nantwich, and West 
Cheshire College, based in Chester and 
Ellesmere Port, have both been granted 
Associate College status, alongside 
Warrington Collegiate, which will enable 
them to work closely with the University 
on the planning and delivery of courses 
and facilities for students.

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, said: “We are very excited by 
this move.  We have worked closely 
with these Colleges for a number of 
years, and this is a fitting way to for-
malise the relationship.”

RELATIONSHIP WITH  
BBC CEMENTED
A new partnership with the BBC, involving 
all the universities from the North of 
England, some further education institu-
tions and more than 30 other commu-
nity organisations, has been sealed. The 
aim of organisations in the Connect and 
Create Partnership is to work closely with 
the BBC to nurture new talent and help 
students develop the necessary skills and 
expertise for a career in the media.  

Head of Media, Brendan O’Sullivan, 
said: “We very much welcome this 
partnership for the wealth of opportu-
nities it will provide to our staff and 
students, particularly in the areas of 
television, radio and journalism.”

‘SANTANDER UNIVERSITIES’ LINk
The University has joined 625 other institutions worldwide by signing a 
partnership agreement within the ‘Santander Universities’ scheme, funded 
by Banco Santander, which provides scholarships, travel awards and a 
Research Grant Fund for study or research in Ibero-American countries.

Ongoing projects include research into climate change and human inter-
vention influences on the landscape of Almeria, Southern Spain (Geography 
and Development Studies), and the behavioural and social development of 
spider monkeys, their ecology and associated conservation issues, in Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula (Psychology).

The agreement also includes awards for non-academic achievement, 
including funding for the Staff Sports exchange programme with Spanish 
universities. 

WINNING THE WAR OF 
WORDS
Law students have been helping to 
rebuild the legal system in war-torn 
Sierra Leone by distributing more 
than 3,500 law books, worth almost 
£140,000. The country’s judicial system 
collapsed during the civil war which 
ended in 2002, and rebels destroyed 
many legal books, leaving solicitors 
with no point of reference.  

The new books have been donated 
by law firms across England and Wales 
after an appeal by Robert Moss, a 
former legal practitioner from Ellesmere 
Port.  Students from the University 
undertook the mammoth task of cata-
loguing and packing the books, prior to 
their journey to the African country.

Law student, Sheron Wilkie (front), helps Senior Lecturer in Law, Phil Hunter 
(left) and Project Manager, Robert Moss (right) pack the books for distribution, 
along with other volunteers.

Luis Juste, ‘Santander Universities’ Director in the UK, and the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler, sign the partnership agreement.

AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
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ANIMAL ANTICS IN AFRICA
Professor of Drama Education Allan Owens 
and Professor in Education David Cracknell 
made a nine-day fact-finding visit to South 
Africa in Autumn 2007, to begin establishing 
links with the University of Pretoria. However, 
South Africa’s wildlife provided them with two 
real-life dramas. While they were visiting the 
De Wildt Cheetah Reserve, one of the animals 
escaped, prompting an early morning rescue 
mission; and a visit to the Kruger National Park 
proved just as perilous, when their vehicle was 
charged by an adult African elephant. Thanks 
to their quick-thinking driver, the pair avoided 
real danger and returned to the University 
unscathed.

BODY POETRY FROM JAPAN
The prestigious Japanese theatre company Taichi-Kikaku specialises in Shintaishi, 
or Body Poetry. It brought one of its most recent productions, Golden Fish, to the 
UK in February and March 2008, in a production co-directed by Naomi Green and 
the University’s Professor Allan Owens.

Shintaishi is described as a ‘theatre beyond words’, with communication taking 
place through the shared spiritual Ki energy common to all cultures and languages.

Performances took place at the University’s Kingsway Buildings, the Liverpool 
Institute of Performing Arts, the Lowry, Salford, and the University of Warwick, 
supported by the Japan Agency for Cultural Affairs.

‘Knowledge Transfer’ is the term the Government uses 
for all the activities by which universities share their 
special expertise with businesses and community organi-
sations, such as consultancy, contract and collaborative 
research, research & development and Continuing Profes-
sional Development (CPD) courses for people in work. 
At Chester, we continue to work with existing partners, 
while being eager to develop and support new initiatives.

One way in which the University develops projects is 
through the creation of internal knowledge transfer grants. 
Funded from the Higher Education Innovation Fund, they 
currently allow us to offer grants of up to £10,000 per year 
to staff with suitable projects. The scheme has been very 
successful since it was established in 2006; projects that 
have been funded include:

Tools to enhance grass roots carbon initiative:  
this builds upon the University’s existing work with the 
Cheshire village of Ashton Hayes, which is hoping to 
become the UK’s first carbon neutral village, and is work-
ing in partnership with RSK ENSR, a locally-based envi-
ronmental consultancy.

International Nutrition Knowledge Transfer Project: 
this involved working with Action Against Hunger and 
UNICEF, to investigate international nutrition and links 

with HIV stigma and severe malnutrition.
The University is also particularly successful in deliver-

ing knowledge transfer services with the public services, 
notably with the NHS and local authorities.

We would like to invite Cestrian readers to get in touch 
with our office to see how we can provide assistance with 
any research, knowledge transfer or similar activities that 
they may be involved in. Our contact details are:

Prof Neville Ford: 
Director of Research & Knowledge Transfer 
n.ford@chester.ac.uk • 01244 513356

Mark Helsdon: 
Assistant Registrar Research
m.helsdon@chester.ac.uk • 01244 513115

Marie-Anne O’Neil: 
Project Support Officer Knowledge Transfer
m.oneil@chester.ac.uk • 01244 511481

Nicola Williams: 
Project Support Administrator Knowledge Transfer
nicola.williams@chester.ac.uk • 01244 511053

Professor David Cracknell meets Byron, a slightly tamer cheetah, at the 
De Wildt Cheetah Reserve. Photograph supplied.

SHARING kNOWLEDGE: HELPING US; HELPING YOU

A performance by Taichi-Kikaku. 
Photograph supplied.

AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
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It was quite common for middle schools to be attached to 
teacher training colleges during the Victorian period. These 
schools catered for middle class children whose parents 
could not afford to send them to public schools and who 
were attracted by a curriculum that placed its emphasis 
on science and practical subjects. The school at Chester 
College was actually called the Science School, but this 
gives a narrow impression of its curriculum, for drawing 
and art were represented strongly, and some pupils went on 
to become notable artists. Luke (later Sir Luke) Fildes had a 
particularly distinguished career. 

Samuel Luke Fildes was born in Liverpool, the fourth 
child of James and Susanna Fildes, but at the age of 11 he 
moved to Chester to live with his grandmother, Mary Fildes, 
who adopted him. Mary Fildes was clearly a most formidable 
woman. She was actively involved in radical politics in her 
youth, becoming President of the Manchester Female Reform-
ers Society, and was seriously wounded during the Peterloo 
massacre. She was also active in the Chartist Movement, but 
then moved from Manchester to Chester, becoming propri-
etress of the Shrewsbury Arms in Frodsham Street.

Having developed a fascination with art when a pupil 
at the Science School, Fildes, who was said to have been 
as strong-willed as his grandmother, overcame her opposi-
tion to his ambition to become an artist, going on to study 
at Chester’s Mechanics’ Institute (1857-60), the Warrington 
Art School (1860-63), the Government Art Training School, 
South Kensington (1863-65) and the Royal Academy Schools 
(1865-66).

He began his career by preparing other artists’ drawings 
for engraving, working for such journals as Cornhill Maga-
zine and The Gentleman’s Magazine. Then, in 1869, his own 
drawing, ‘Houseless and Hungry’, published in The Graphic, 
attracted the attention of Charles Dickens, who commis-
sioned Fildes to illustrate his final novel, Edwin Drood. 
These illustrations firmly established Fildes’s reputation, 
which was enhanced when ‘The Empty Chair’, his draw-
ing of Dickens’s study after the great writer’s death, also 
appeared in The Graphic and became a popular success.

The subject matter of many of his illustrations, which 
were concerned with poverty and squalor in the rapidly 
expanding industrialised cities of Victorian England, was 
reflected in his five large social realist paintings. One such 
painting, ‘Applicants for Admission to a Casual Ward’, now 
at Royal Holloway, University of London, was actually based 
on ‘Houseless and Hungry’. Others include ‘The Widower’, a 
reduced version of which forms part of the Walker Art Gal-
lery collection in Liverpool, ‘Return of a Penitent’ (City Hall, 
Cardiff) and ‘The Doctor’ (Tate Britain).

However, he also painted rather more conventional sub-
jects, such as ‘Fair, Quiet and Sweet Rest’, which may be 
seen in the Municipal Art Gallery, Warrington; ‘Venetians’ 
(City Art Gallery, Manchester) and ‘An Al-fresco Toilette’ 
(Lady Lever Gallery, Port Sunlight). Later, he began to 
develop a reputation for his portraits and painted the state 
portraits of King Edward VII (1902), Queen Alexandra 
(1905) and King George V (1912).

Fildes married Fanny Woods, herself an artist who exhib-
ited at the Royal Academy, in 1874 and they had seven 
children. His formal portrait of her may now be seen at 
the Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool. However, she was also 
a model for some of his portraits of young women in other 
paintings, including ‘An Al-fresco Toilette’. He became a 
Royal Academician in 1887 and accepted a knighthood in 
1906, despite retaining his firm republican beliefs. In fact, in 
many ways he retained the strength of character he shared 
with his grandmother throughout his life. According to the 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, he once firmly 
reproved Cecil Rhodes for turning up to a sitting “smelling 
of brandy”. 

Sir Luke Fildes died in February 1927 and his wife Fanny 
survived him by only a few weeks. One of their sons, 
Paul, became an eminent microbiologist and was himself 
knighted in 1946. Another, Luke, published Luke Fildes,  
R A: A Victorian Painter, an authoritative biography of his 
father, in 1968.

Peter Williams

FROM CHESTER COLLEGE SCIENCE SCHOOL TO THE 
ROYAL ACADEMY: A VICTORIAN SUCCESS STORY

‘An Al-fresco Toilette’, Sir Luke Fildes (Lady Lever Gallery, 
Port Sunlight). Photograph © National Museums Liverpool.
Reproduced by kind permission of the copyright owner.
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My first memory of College was climbing up the cold, 
stone, spiral staircase which led to the dormitories: Top 
John, Bottom John, Rookery and Arcadia, as they were 
called; romantic-sounding names for anything-but-romantic 
sleeping quarters. My ‘dorm’, Bottom John, housed about 
40 students. The bedrooms were no more than tiny wooden 
cubicles with a sliding door. They were so small that they 
could barely accommodate a bed, a chest of drawers and a 
corner shelf with an enamel bowl and jug. There was a tiny 
window with a very clear view of a brick wall. Washing 
facilities comprised two hand-basins in the corridor and 
two baths in the lower dorm. There was no form of heating, 
and so cold was it in the winter of 1947, when the River 
Dee froze over, that one student, sleeping in the rarefied 
atmosphere of Arcadia, woke up one morning to find his 
dentures frozen solid in a glass of water!

We 120 students were treated by the staff as overgrown 
schoolboys. Roll-call was taken each morning by the Vice-
Principal (Mr Morrell) and, when one’s name was called, 
the expected reply was ‘adsum’. Roll-call was taken again 
in the evening, this time by a senior student, to ensure 
that everybody was in by 10pm. Any student wishing to 
go to bed early had to sign the ‘early bed’ book to that 
effect; this had to be countersigned by the ‘monitor’ 
on duty. If one wished to take a bath, a book had to be 
signed for that purpose also. Fortunately, and surprisingly, 
nobody checked to see if you were clean, and that no 
‘tidemarks’ had been left around the bath. A fairly strict 
code of dress and personal appearance was in operation; 
hair had to be short and neat, ties were to be worn and 
shoes to be polished. When going out to schools for teach-
ing practice, ‘Sunday Best’ was the uniform of the day: 
RSM Morrell was the inspecting officer.

Food rationing was still strictly in force and, being 
active, growing men, we were constantly hungry, if not 
starving. Weekly rations in the country at that time were: 
bacon, cheese and margarine – 4 ozs each; butter – 2 ozs; 
and sugar – 6-8 ozs. Bread came on ration in 1947. When 
we complained that we felt that we were not getting our 
full rations, it was decided that, after deductions made 
for culinary purposes, butter, margarine and sugar would 
be weighed and distributed weekly by the head of each 
dining table. The result was that all students carried with 
them jars containing their rations each time they went for 
a meal. Fortunately, fish and chips were not on ration, but 
the shops opened on a rota system. We soon discovered the 
pattern of openings and the locations; this helped to stave 
off hunger pangs.

The lectures, in the main, were not very exciting or 
inspirational. Much emphasis was placed upon the acquisi-
tion of subject knowledge and very little time, if any, was 
spent on how to impart this knowledge to our future pupils. 
One notable exception was our Vice-Principal, Mr HM Mor-
rell; he was an outstanding lecturer and the only one who 
really taught us how to teach. I learned more from him 
than any other source; we all admired him greatly. 

Lectures took place mainly in the mornings. Afternoons 
were meant for private study or sport, and there was an 
unwritten law that students should not go into the city. 

However, an incident arose in the Kardomah, a coffee 
house in the city, when a group of students decided to con-
duct an experiment to find out how many bodies the lift 
would really accommodate. The result was disaster: the lift 
descended too far and went into the ‘well’ at the bottom! 
Percy (our affectionate nickname for Mr Morrell) began the 
investigation by dismissing all those students who had NOT 
been in the city that afternoon. About six or seven sheepish 
figures trooped out!

Rowing occupied a great deal of my time. I say rowing, 
but, as my general physique and muscle development were 
below the standard required of a galley slave, I became the 
cox. In all weathers, our hardy eight rowed up to Eccleston 
Ferry several times a week. We even competed in the North 
of England Head of the River Race: with limited success, 
but with a great deal of enjoyment.

Despite any possible shortcomings, and with all the 
hardships we suffered, our love of, and allegiance to, the 
College has never wavered. We went out into the schools 
ready and eager to give of our best. Many went on to 
achieve great things, but all of us, we sincerely hope, 
improved the lot of the generations of children in our 
charge, as a direct result of spending two happy years at the 
former Chester College. 

David M Lewis 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS, MY FRIEND: 1946-48
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PUBLICATIONS
The University produced illustrated 
publications on the history and 
environment of its two campuses 
during 2007. The Padgate Story tells 
the history of the former Padgate 
Training College, now the Univer-
sity’s Warrington campus, while 
Geodiversity Trail provides a guide to 
the rocks and minerals that can be 
seen on the Chester campus and its 
surrounding area. 

The Padgate Story: 1946-2006 
was written and compiled by Elsie 
Newton on behalf of Padgate Old 
Students’ Association, and describes 
the development of Padgate from its 
earliest days as an emergency training 
college after World War II to the many 
developments that have taken place 
since it became the Warrington cam-
pus of the new University of Chester. 
It includes reminiscences from former 
staff members and students, as well 
as photographs taken at various 
stages of the institution’s history.

Geodiversity Trail: Walking 
Through the Past on the University’s 
Chester Campus is the work of Pro-
fessor Cynthia Burek of the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences and 
ex-student Nicholas Stilwell, who 
took the numerous photographs with 
which it is illustrated. It takes the 
form of a guided tour of the Chester 
campus and its surrounding area, 
indicating various types of rocks and 
minerals that can be found at differ-
ent points on the walk, particularly 
those used in the construction of 
University buildings. 

Both publications are available 
from the University’s Corporate Com-
munications Department: The Padgate 
Story is priced at £5, Geodiversity Trail 
at £2. 

After the good attendance for the 60th 
Anniversary celebrations the previous 
year, the 2007 Reunion was a compara-
tively low key affair; as was the attend-
ance.  Nonetheless, members attending 
enjoyed the day.

The most noticeable absentee was 
our founder member Betty Moisley, 
who had been a member of the Experi-
enced Teachers’ Group of 1949.  Those 
of us who attended the previous Reun-
ion remembered Betty chatting away 
to the Guest of Honour, the Mayor of 
Warrington, as they sliced up the Anni-
versary cake into portions, while the 
Mayor’s chauffeur carried the plates 
to the side table.  Sadly, Betty, who 
was one of our Vice-Presidents, died in 
January 2007.  Members honoured her 
memory at the start of the AGM.  Also 
honoured was another committee mem-
ber, Jenny Brown, a Padgate student 
from 1972 to 1975.  Jenny’s friends have 
donated a tree for her and a plaque will 
be unveiled this year.  POSA will place 
a bench beside the Memorial Garden in 
Betty’s memory.

Several years ago, Betty supplied 
me with the opening pages of a book 
she had intended to write, describing 

the early days of Padgate Training Col-
lege.  Without that information and the 
contributions of former students who 
responded to my request for memories 
at the 2006 Reunion, The Padgate Story 
could not have been told.  My thanks are 
due to everyone who replied and to those 
of you who sent photographs and other 
memorabilia.  All are now in the Padgate 
Archive, in the Boardroom at the War-
rington campus.  Please send anything 
you feel will add to this so that our herit-
age will not be forgotten.

At the time of the Reunion, many 
members commented on the attractive-
ness of the Memorial Garden and of the 
campus in general.  I passed on your 
thanks to the grounds manager, who was 
delighted to know that the gardeners’ 
efforts were appreciated.  Why not join 
us for the 2008 Reunion and see for your-
self the many changes?  There are new 
buildings too – the Broomhead Library 
and the Tucker Building, for example.  I 
hope to see many members on Saturday, 
September 13.

Elsie Newton,  
(Hon Secretary, POSA)

The 2007 Reunion for former Chester students was held in September, and 
featured the 50 Year Reunion of those who left in 1957. The guest speaker at the 
well-attended Reunion dinner was the former Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor 
Graham Proctor, who recalled his own student days at Chester College, as it then 
was, and reflected on the many changes that had occurred in recent years.

Former Chester students who left in 1957 and 1958, pictured at the September Reunion. 
Photograph supplied.

REUNIONS
Padgate Old Students’ Association

Chester Annual Reunion
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GORDON A COOkE, 1948
This year’s Reunion was tinged with 
sadness, as Gordon Cooke, a much 
valued and respected friend and a 
staunch supporter of the event, died the 
previous week.

Gordon had been suffering from 
cancer for the past three years and had 
undergone extensive surgery. Though 
largely confined to a wheelchair, he 
never lost his love of life and his sense of 
humour, and made a tremendous effort 
to join us each September. This was 
only made possible through the constant 
support and encouragement of his wife 
Anne, who devoted her life to his care.

Gordon’s funeral took place at the 
church where he had been chorister, 
choirmaster, reader, organist, treasurer 
and PCC member for many years, which 
was full to capacity, an indication of the 
high esteem in which he was held. 

Our memories of Gordon at College 
are of a serious-minded, dependable, 
amiable friend; a gentle giant and a 
powerhouse of energy in the ‘engine-
room’ of the College eight. After leaving 
Chester, he continued his rowing at 

Hollingworth Lake Rowing Club.
Gordon’s first headship came quite 

early in his teaching career and was 
followed by several further promotions 
in the years that followed. He was 
a keen caravanner, but so conscien-
tious as church organist that he would 
return to Wigan on a Sunday morning 
to play for the service, before returning 
to continue his holiday.

He will be greatly missed by all 
those who were fortunate enough to 
have known him.

David M Lewis 

ARTHUR CROSSLEY, 1947
It is with deep sadness that I report the 
death, in hospital, of Arthur, our former 
Year Secretary, on July 9, 2007, after a 
short illness.

Although in his youth he had been 
very active in many sports, his partici-
pation at College was limited, owing to 
a spinal injury which was of concern 
throughout his life.  He was part of the 
Drama Group, an activity he continued 
to enjoy for many years.

After College, he did his National 
Service before starting his teaching 
career at Castle Street School in Kendal 
for eight years, before being appointed to 
a Headship in Penrith.  After two years, 
he became Head Teacher at Burton-in-
Kendal for 18 years, taking early retire-
ment in 1984.  He will be remembered 
by staff and pupils alike for his enthusi-
asm and dedication to the educational 
development of those he taught.

He was a man of strong views, the 
local Union Secretary and a respected 
member of Head Teacher groups.  A 
regular church attendee as choir mem-
ber, reader and church warden, Arthur 
was an avid reader and a knowledge-
able collector of antique maps of Cum-
berland and Westmorland.

After a private funeral, a Thanks-
giving Service was held at the Parish 
Church of St James in Staveley, the 
village where he was raised, attended 
by ex-colleagues and pupils, together 
with relatives and friends.  Arthur was 
proud of his family and their achieve-
ments and is survived by Elizabeth, his 
wife of over 50 years, and their three 
children. We send them our heartfelt 
condolences.

Mo Jones

JOHN GH EDkINS
John Edkins came to lecture at Chester 
in January 1959, having taught at 
Bradford Grammar school for six years, 
followed by a period as Senior English 
Master at Churcher’s College.  He origi-
nally graduated at Wadham College, 
Oxford, later taking a Diploma in 
Education.

His arrival at Chester College coin-
cided with a huge increase in teacher 
training output and John took respon-
sibility for General English, as well 
as some specialist literature. His con-
cern to improve standards of literacy 
involved his introduction of a stand-
ardized test for all College entrants, 
a spoken English examination and 
post-diagnostic assistance in composi-
tion and communication.  Inarticulate 
speech and shoddy handwriting in 
future teachers always irritated him.

John was commissioned in the 
Royal Engineers, serving in Normandy, 
Germany, Bengal and the Ganges 
Delta, and later holding responsibility 
for minor ports and tug-boats in the 
Thames and East Coast estuaries.  He 
was Mentioned in Dispatches in April 
1945.

As College numbers grew, the 
English Department diversified, and 
included courses in General Linguistics, 
which became an academic subject in 
its own right, with John as its Head. 
Traditional philology partnered psycho- 
and socio-linguistics; the BEd course 
ran for 11 years.  

In the 1970s, John took a year’s 
lecturing exchange with California 
State University, Chico, from where he 
returned, with cowboy hat and shirt. 
At Chester, he became an unofficial 
Poet Laureate, scrupulously penning 
valedictions and orations. Former col-
leagues will also cherish memories 
of John as Dickens enthusiast, Morn-
ing Chapel attender, Collegian editor, 
stage carpenter, servicer of colleagues’ 
cars, and organizer of the English 
Speaking Union’s public speaking 
contest.

Above all, he was a gentleman 
and an English one – courteous, with 
respect for morality, family life, the 
Church and quality in teaching and 
human relationships.  His values will 
remain with generations of students 
and colleagues.  

Alan Bownas 

IN MEMORIAM
Sadly, we report the deaths of:

STAFF:
Judith Horton  
(Learning Resources Assistant)
Elsie Lodge (Housekeeping)
Claire Sussman  
(Learning Technologist)
Peter White  
(Media Technician - Retired)
Peter joined the University as Chief 
Technician in 1968 and retired 
because of ill-health in 1988.

FORMER STUDENTS:
Clarence Barker (1947)
Ian Spencer (1952)
Donald Hibbert (1952)
Bryan Walne (1952)
Ronald Ditchfield (1958)
Carl Robertson (1967)
Keith Richardson (1964)
Garry Leslie (1974)
Jenny Brown (1975)
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EW (TEDDY) EDWARDS, 
1948
Teddy Edwards, was a gentle, softly-
spoken, courteous man. He was a 
good colleague and friend, univer-
sally liked and respected. During 
our final year he was unanimously 
elected to be Vice-President of the 
Student Guild Council, an office 
which he carried out with diligence 
and integrity. I can pay him no 
greater tribute than to quote from 
the letter I received from his neigh-
bours, who informed me of his 
death.

Teddy spent the whole of his 
career at Hatters’ Lane Boys’ 
School in High Wycombe, where 
he was Deputy Head until he 
took early retirement.

As you might imagine, he 
was a well-known and much 
respected figure in Wycombe. 
He was clearly a very capable 
and professional teacher and 
an excellent ambassador for his 
alma mater. 

 His main interests were 
gardening, reading and music, 
especially jazz. 

He had fond memories of his 
time at Chester and kept con-
tacts in the city for many years. 

David M Lewis

DR BERNADETTE MURPHY
Bernadette was a Senior Lecturer 
in the Social and Communications 
Studies Department for about six 
years. She was one of life’s charac-
ters:  well-read, witty, outspoken. I 
remember her Jeep, her room cano-
pied with plants, her strength of 
feeling and her vulnerability.

It was to be education which 
both transformed her life and helped 
launch those to whom she transmit-
ted her learning. She left school 
without qualifications, more than 
making up for it with a PhD from 
Durham later on. Before she became 
ill, she was able to captivate stu-
dents with her insight and I remem-
ber a Staff Student Liaison Meeting 
at which tributes were paid to what 
students said were her ‘fantastic 
sessions’: by telling stories she was 
able to get some students to under-

stand complex concepts, such as 
labelling; Foucault’s notion of power 
and categorisation; feminist discus-
sions of patriarchy and its abuses. 
It is in the memories of students, 
especially mature students, that Ber-
nadette’s legacy will linger.

Bernadette was always prepared 
to say her piece, and I hope, at rest, 
she has some peace of mind. 

Mark Bendall

PROFESSOR MALCOLM 
SEABORNE
College Principal 1971-1987
Born in Cardiff in 1927, Professor 
Seaborne won a scholarship to 
read History at Gonville and Caius 
College, Cambridge, graduating with 
first class honours in 1948. 

After National Service in the RAF 
he held educational posts in Chesh-
ire, Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire, 
before becoming Assistant Master, 
then Head of History at Corby Gram-
mar School, Northamptonshire. 

Eight years as Senior Lecturer in 
Education at Leicester University 
followed, before he was appointed 
Principal of Chester College, a posi-
tion he held with great distinction 
until his retirement, making an out-
standing contribution to its develop-
ment.

Professor Seaborne was not only 
a notable teacher, administrator and 
manager but also a scholar, whose 
interests encompassed the history 
of education, school and church 
architecture, and palaeontology, and 
resulted in the publication of some 
60 books, articles and reviews. 

He was a Fellow of both the 
Royal Historical Society and the 
Royal Society of Arts, held a PhD 
from the University of Cambridge, 
and received an Emeritus Fellow-
ship from the Leverhulme Trust to 
write Schools in Wales 1500-1900, 
complementing his history of Eng-
lish schools, published earlier in his 
career. 

In 2005, he was granted the 
title Professor Emeritus of the His-
tory of Education as testimony to 
his achievement in that sphere by 
the University of Chester, which 
awarded him an Honorary Doctorate 
the following year.

MESSAGES 
FROM RECENT 
GRADUATES
CATHERINE DEIGHAN
I graduated in 2007, with a BA Hons in 
Journalism. I am currently soaking up 
the sun, sea, sand and adventure down 
in Oz, at the start of my year-long 
round the world trip, during which I 
will see six different countries! Writing 
articles for a travel website along the 
way will mean using my Journalism 
degree to full advantage! Who knew 
work could be so much fun!? On my 
return to the ‘real world’ next year, I 
hope to get into the media industry, 
perhaps writing for a travel magazine 
or website full-time – or maybe even 
becoming the next Craig Doyle .... 

TONY BANkS
I now hold a position as a communica-
tions officer in local government in the 
West Midlands, after graduating from 
the University in 2006, with a BA Hons 
in Journalism. My degree and my expe-
rience working as Editor of the student 
newspaper equipped me with the right 
skills to work in public relations in 
local government. I have since built 
and launched a website for the organi-
sation and now co-ordinate all of the 
communications work for a large team. 
I have plans of furthering my educa-
tion in communications, whilst working 
my way up the professional ladder! 
In addition to my day job, I have now 
relaunched my independent DJ-ing busi-
ness in the West Midlands, after leaving 
the Students’ Union as the Resident DJ. 

BARRY JOHN FOSTER 
I graduated in 2005 with a degree in 
Business information Systems. The 
summer of 2005 was spent backpacking 
across Europe, before settling back in 
at home to begin the painstaking hunt 
for a job. I started working for the 
super-haulier Eddie Stobart Ltd (ESL) 
in November 2005 and after a few 
months of living in hotels across the 
UK decided to move back to Chester. I 
commute each day to Warrington for 
ESL, where I have managed to progress 
and am now a traffic planner (one of 
the best, so I’m told!), co-ordinating the 

MESSAGES
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operations of 20 vehicles and drivers. 
At the end of the year, I will marry my 
fiancée Louise and we both hope to live 
happily ever after – in Chester!

JOHN WARHURST
I graduated in 2004 with a 2.2 (Hons) in 
Sports Science and Physical Education. I 
then got a job as the Assistant Manager 
of a small health club in Huddersfield. 
I left that job to become an ‘operations 
supervisor’ (posh name for a manager’s 
dogsbody!) of a leisure centre in Staly-
bridge. In September 2007, I started my 
Masters degree in Performance Analysis 
at the University of Wales Institute, 
Cardiff (UWIC). I have undertaken 
work experience with Cardiff FC and 
the UWIC Archers (a National League 
woman’s basketball team). I aim to 
work in top flight football as an analyst 
or with GB Athletics, with the aim of 
Olympics 2012. I am in lots of student 
debt still and believe student loans are 
the Devil’s doing! I still miss Wednesday 
night socials and my mates on Bouv!

RUTH ESTEVEZ
Since graduating in 1983 in English 
and Drama, I have worked in theatre 
and television and am now a writer. I 
am based in Manchester and work as 
a part-time lecturer in script-writing at 
Manchester Metropolitan University. My 
first novel, Meeting Coty, was published 
by Kings Hart Books in July 2007 and is 
available from all major booksellers.

Year Notes
1967
This last September saw our Year’s 
Reunion: 40 years since we qualified as 
teachers and left Chester College. I have 
to say that it did not feel as if it was 40 
years ago. Everyone looked much the 
same, apart from superficial changes, 
such as hair colour and style and a bit of 
weight – either more or less. Some had 
been ambivalent about turning up at all 
but, after a three-line whip, they arrived 
and found that they did enjoy themselves.

After the AGM, the Chapel service 
and lunch, we repaired to the usual 
venue for our Year Group: the back 
room of The Vic. A dozen or so were 
already ensconced and talking as if they 
were continuing yesterday’s conversa-
tion. It was noticeable that those not 
from the Chester College Reunion soon 

moved out, leaving us the whole of the 
room, and from 2pm we tried valiantly 
to catch up on everyone’s history.

Of the ones I managed to speak 
to, most had stuck with teaching and 
made a success of their vocation, with 
many becoming headmasters/headmis-
tresses, heads of department or heads 
of year or school. There was a sprin-
kling of Directors of Sport and Chief 
Examiners. Others had moved out of 
teaching entirely to make a success of 
a different career or had retired and 
taken up another interest, in which 
they had become expert enough to 
write and publish a book.

I just wish I had been able to speak 
to everyone, but there was not enough 
time. Some had travelled quite a dis-
tance to attend: from Padstow, Boston, 
Horsham, Beverley, Cleater Moor and 
Wigton. For four or five of our year, the 
ones in Australia or New Zealand, the 
distance was too great.

Present (with apologies for any mis-
takes) were the following: Peter (Penry) 
Archer; John Bargery; Harold Blair; 
Keith Brewerton; Peter Charnock; Sue 
Cornish (Blagg); Brenda Crickett (Mes-
sage); John Davies; Duncan Heywood; 
Jennifer (JEF) Honeyball (Fleming); 
David Jones; Gill Little; Ann Lumley; 
Ken Mackreth; Keith Madeley; Andrew 
Matthews; Alan Morgan; John Morrison; 
Stan Moss; Gwilym Price; Dai Scull; Eric 
Shenton; Pete Southern; Andrea Stalt-
meier (Connor); Graham Sunderland; 
and Micky Taylor. Husbands and wives 
increased the numbers for the Dinner, 
which was held in the Main Dining Hall.

Maureen Abbott (Anthony) and Phil 
Lloyd were, unfortunately, unable to 
come, although they had booked and 
were looking forward to the day. Ray 
Jones was arriving back from holiday 
on the Reunion day, Carol Snowden 
(Atkinson) was on holiday, while Jo 
Webb (Mercer) was in the throes of 
moving house.

The consensus seemed to be that 
it had been a most enjoyable occasion 
and there is talk of another get-together 
in the near future, less formal than the 
one at the University! Should you wish 
to be kept informed of future meetings, 
please contact me, either by phone: 
01706 822753 or email:  gill_little@
btopenworld.com 

I must thank the University staff for 
the help they gave in organising the Reun-
ion, and particularly Stan France, who 

arranged for us to have the use of the 
Senior Common Room between ‘events’.

To conclude, I have, sadly, to report 
that Carl Robertson died not long 
before the Reunion. I am sure I speak 
for us all when I say we extend our 
sympathy and best wishes to his family.

Gill Little

1966
The somewhat flexible group, which 
has been meeting up regularly in 
various places for the last few years 
graced the fair city of Lincoln with 
its presence last April. The 1966 
Year’s pilgrims were Dave and Sue 
Carmichael, Dick Wall, Mike Thomas, 
Colin Slater, Dave Moore, Roy Cutler, 
Graham Howarth and myself. Dave 
and Sue are married to each other, 
of course, and as usual the rest of us 
were also accompanied by our wives. 
Dining, drinking and laughing took up 
much of the weekend, as well as inde-
pendent and group trips to the various 
city sights. Colin and I paid a visit to 
Lincoln Rugby Club, where we were 
just too late to see Scooby-Doo score a 
try for the visiting Ashton-under-Lyne 
touring team.

Following our own 40 Year Reunion 
in 2006, we also attended the 40 Year 
Reunion at the University in 2007, as 
my wife Brenda is a 1967 leaver. I much 
enjoyed being reacquainted with some 
familiar faces from the year below ours 
and meeting up again with Penny Jack-
son and Sue Stewart. I was surprised, 
but delighted, to find that several of the 
1967 students, such as Alan Morgan 
and Ken Mackreth, have been following 
the accounts of our Year’s walking expe-
ditions over the last few years; the pros-
pect of a joint trip of ‘66 and ‘67 leavers 
might be on the cards in the future.

Our walking group in September 
was smaller than usual, as various 
regulars were away, but Dick, Roy, 
Colin and I were joined by Nick Poole 
and John Reynolds for another couple 
of excellent days in the Ambleside 
area. With a West Midlands leader this 
year, I was expecting a gentler experi-
ence but, two hours after a lunchtime 
meeting in the Traveller’s Rest, I found 
myself looking down on it from a great 
height - some traveller’s rest that turned 
out to be. With memories of this climb 
still fresh, not everyone took part in 



YEAR NOTES

The Cestrian 2008 25

YEAR NOTES

the full day walk which followed, but 
this proved to be a very congenial stroll 
through the Lakeland scenery rather 
than over the top of it, ending on the 
shores of Coniston Water.

A further two day visit to the Lakes 
in November celebrated Dave Moore’s 
65th birthday. Dave has been ‘collecting’ 
Wainwright’s 2,000 footers since retire-
ment and, on a perfect day, John, Colin, 
Mike and I, together with our wives, 
joined Dave and Viv and various Moore 
cousins on top of Fleetwith Pike for mid-
day champagne. Nick came along as 
well, Geoff Fox sent the champers, and 
John Wood came down from Carlisle 
to take part in the assault; the first time 
most of us had seen him for 40 years.

This April, our Inter-City group is 
off to Ilkley for the weekend. Dick’s 
done the organising, and I believe there 
are 11 couples coming. If anybody else 
wants to join us, or has any news, I’m 
still on 01457 870592 (e-mail: 2cricks@
tiscali.co.uk) and I’d be more than 
pleased to make contact. 

Ian Crickett

1965
Unfortunately, due to circumstances 
beyond my control, I was unable to 
attend Reunion for the first time for 
many years, but I believe one of us 
from our year turned up for the third 
year running. Well done, Norma 
Buddle, née Dowd: you have saved 
our side!

I have been contacted by Colin 
Rogers and Doug Fitch, as well as 
Dick Howard in Ontario. Apparently, 
although they do not regularly attend 
Reunion, about 20 of them meet on 
the last Sunday in February every 
year, and I have been invited to join 
them for lunch. I will try to glean 
news from far and wide whilst attend-
ing lunch with them.

It is good to know that, 43 years 
after leaving Chester College, Year 
1965 is at last beginning to take 
shape, following my article in The 
Cestrian about being one of the first 
women to attend the College.

It is because there were so few 
women and so many ’boys’ that 
friendships were not forged in the 
usual way, and I took over from a 
young man as Year Secretary without 
knowing many names.

It is a final breakthough and I hope 
my meeting with the ‘young-uns’ 
bears fruit.

More next year, I hope,

Margaret Lacey 

1961
Tom Jones’s travels appear to be more 
extensive than Thomas Cook’s were 
- at the time of writing, he should 
be enjoying a stay in New Orleans 
with his son Richard and family. 
Prior to that, he visited Montreal and 
Bulgaria in the autumn, and in the 
spring of this year he is off to Turkey 
for a break from his supply work, 
gym, bowling, choir, caravanning and 
keeping Beth happy. 

Dai Evans’s year has been a better 
one, for Yvonne continues to make 
slow but steady progress and it was 
particularly pleasing to see her so 
much better when we met before 
Christmas. Dai himself is very well, 
although he has had to undergo a 
minor operation, when he was tended 
by a nurse who was a former pupil 
and about to retire – a rather sobering 
experience, no doubt!

Peter Sharples has been diagnosed 
with diabetes and is experiencing 
eye problems, which have caused 
his retirement from cricket umpiring, 
despite undergoing laser treatment. I 
have not yet fulfilled my promise to 
lunch with him at the old Blue Pig, a 
sentimental watering hole for both of 
us. I shall try to put this right early 
this year.

In the spring, Dai ‘Bloody’ Owen, 
Trevor Smalley and I visited the First 
World War battlefields of Belgium 
and Northern France, a most moving 
experience. Eric Bibby should have 
been with us but, sadly, ill health 
intervened. Now on the right side of a 
stent operation and after a catalogue 
of trials involving health problems for 
daughter Kathryn, son Richard and 
finally wife Gaynor, he can look for-
ward to a happier, less stressful 2008. 

Dai Owen was able to put the his-
torian Richard Holmes correct on a 
couple of points when they met in the 
trenches at Vimy Ridge. He is also a 
proud grandfather to Anya Clementine 
who, thankfully, has her mother’s 
looks and grandfather’s brains. Dai 
never ceases to amaze me; he is now 

heavily into DIY. 
Trevor Smalley is at present in 

New Zealand and may well be house-
hunting at this very moment. He 
and Ann have decided to seek New 
Zealand residency and join daughters 
Kathryn and Rachel, who have been 
there for several years. Though DK 
Owen thinks it was time Trevor was 
transported, he will be greatly missed 
by many friends and even by Roch-
dale AFC.

Geoff Trigg has had an exciting 
year. Living near the River Avon at 
Bredon, close to Tewkesbury, one can 
imagine his experiences during last 
summer’s floods. When setting out for 
his holidays to Devon, he and Berna-
dette had to be transported by boat 
to his pick-up vehicle. Thankfully, his 
house was spared water damage, but 
it was a close call. He was unable to 
make the Christmas gathering in the 
Grosvenor Brasserie/Pied Bull, but we 
chat regularly and it is always a pleas-
ure to hear his cheery voice. He man-
aged a trip to the luxuries of Windsor 
Castle earlier in the year, so I also feel 
quite humble to know him!

John Westall and Bob McGuigan 
made it to the September Reunion, 
of course, as did Dave Renshaw of 
1960 and the one and only Norman 
Johnson. It was also lovely to enjoy 
Norman’s company here in Rochdale, 
where he stayed overnight before 
attending a funeral. I received a lovely 
surprise phone call from Pauline Sin-
gleton just before Christmas. She is 
very well and enjoying life with Mal-
colm. Son Mark, now almost 40, has 
recently visited the Big Apple, Bridget 
is still living in France, but travels 
extensively, and Hilary has announced 
her engagement. I wish her every hap-
piness in the future.

Finally, Tony Street’s Christmas 
card included his annual epistle, 
which he says has in the past often 
been “berated, lambasted and 
ridiculed by all and sundry”. A brief 
summary reveals that he is now 
grandfather to seven children; his 
wife Pat has recovered well from laser 
treatment for a detached retina; and 
his foreign holidays, like those of Tom 
Jones, have been plentiful!

Tony Robinson
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1958
Some of you joined us for our 50th 
Anniversary last September. A good 
time was had by all and it is your turn 
this year. Several of us from 1957 are 
hoping to join you in September, all being 
well.

One regular is Ray Hills. He lives in 
Thornton Cleveleys, and is busy! He men-
tions being a director of the Grand Thea-
tre, Blackpool, Vice-Chair of the Board 
of Governors at Millfield College and 
Senior Steward at Cleveleys Park Method-
ist Church. This April, he will become 
Vice-Captain of Fleetwood Golf Club, 
becoming Captain in 2009. He hopes to 
be in Chester for the Saturday lunch. In 
the photo taken at the Reunion, someone 
identified me as “the one in the dapper 
suit”. It was in fact Ray. I don’t know 
which of us was the more insulted!

During the summer, I received a 
letter from Keith Harrison, in Heron 
Cross, Stoke. Another early retirer, from 
Fegg Hayes Primary in Stoke, he did 
volunteer work for the Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau and in the booking office at 
Foxfield Light Railway. He also was 
Conservation Secretary for the North 
Staffordshire Geologists’ Association, 
but had to give it up because of the 
onset of Parkinson’s disease. 

Keith has tried to get in touch with 
others from 1958, notably Ron Ditchfield, 
Peter Pedersen and Robert Derbyshire. He 
discovered that Ron died over 10 years 
ago, after suffering from diabetes for a 
long time. Robert lives in Wigan, had a 
severe stroke some five years ago and 
is not well at all. Peter Pedersen lives in 
Accrington. After leaving College, he took 
a degree and gained a few diplomas. He 
taught in several schools, but took early 
retirement in 1988 from a Catholic school, 
where he had been Librarian and later 
Head of History. 

Colin Hunt, in Longton, has been in 
regular contact. He is granddad to two 
sets of twins, non-identical, the children 
of his son, who lives near York. He and 
Doreen often go there, as well as to St 
Albans, where their daughter and her 
family live. She has a boy and a girl, and 
also a holiday flat in Bude, where Colin 
and Doreen sometimes spend time.

Peter Noden emailed from Sandbach. 
It was great to see him again at the 
Reunion. He and Frances had a wonder-
ful cruise to the Arctic and many short 
breaks on Anglesey. In October, Peter 
was made Reader Emeritus in Chester 

Cathedral, after 48 years as an Anglican 
Reader in the Chester Diocese. He is in 
touch with Maurice and Sheila Smith and 
John and Peggy Proud. Peter is trying to 
persuade them to come with him to the 
September Reunion. Unfortunately, Eric 
and Olga Stamp will be unable to attend, 
as Eric is not at all well.

I could mention the ‘Elusive Pimper-
nel’, Nev Gray, and the surprise he gave 
me when he turned up for our 50th Anni-
versary and my mistaking him for Ray 
Thomas. Maybe we will see Nev on Sep-
tember 13. All being well, I’ll see some of 
you then.

PS I would love to receive news of the 
current whereabouts of Neville Snowden.

Ken Morgan 

MID YEAR II 1958 –59
Reflecting on events in January 1958, 
when we arrived at College to begin our 
two-year course, I remembered some-
thing amiss about our starting date, but 
I drew a blank on the details. I contacted 
Roger Whittaker who, with impeccable 
memory backed up by documentary 
evidence, informed me that we didn’t 
begin until Wednesday, January 29 – a 
late start – because the temporary class-
rooms needed to accommodate us were 
not ready. 

Roger reminded me that, as a result 
of this, we hadn’t put in the required 
number of days so, at the end of the 
Summer Term, we stayed back and, for a 
week, were bussed out to remote parts of 
the Wirral to work in groups, undertaking 
a local study. Hmm! I do remember that!

On a personal front, Roger tells me 
that nothing ‘out of the ordinary’ has hap-
pened since our last Year Notes, but adds 
that he’s revisited Croatia, been back to 
Budapest and attended the Edinburgh 
Festival, as well as going to the Last Night 
of the Proms at the Albert Hall. 

Peter Herdman put himself up for elec-
tion in May as an independent councillor 
for the Elizabeth Ward in Berwick and 
was successful. He has now added to his 
impressive list of chairs and governor-
ships - the Hospital League of Friends, 
Cancer Research, the Health Authority 
Foundation Trust, the Local Authority 
Standards Board and the Chrysanthemum 
Society, among other commitments.

As well as writing letters to The Times, 
our other councillor Arthur Harada con-
tinues his work for the Lache Park Ward 

of Chester City Council. Arthur has been 
elevated to executive membership of 
the People, Performance and Improve-
ment Committee. In conversation, both 
Peter and Arthur make light of their civic 
duties. From my understanding, being a 
councillor is no sinecure; just a good deal 
of commitment and hard work.

Bill Collins continues to expand his 
detailed knowledge of subjects such 
as modern jazz, English architecture, 
literature and film and, being clued up 
on mainstream subjects, makes forays 
into more esoteric fields. With unrivalled 
knowledge of disparate luminaries such 
as Ivy Compton-Burnett, Al Alvarez, Milt 
Jackson, John Coltrane and Nikolaus 
Pevsner, maybe we can encourage him to 
appear on Mastermind one day.

Gordon and Kathy Bell have had a 
busy year settling into their new home 
in Thornton-le-Dale, where Gordon has 
had to downsize a massive number of 
books and works of art. Delighted by 
the success of his exhibitions of the 
work of Henry Barlow Carter and Sons 
at Hull Maritime and Scarborough Gal-
lery, Gordon plans to mount further 
exhibitions in 2008.

John Karran modestly reports that 
he has ‘little to report’, then amusingly 
describes attending the Cheshire County 
Council’s Green School Conference in 
October, to be shocked at how things 
appear to have changed for the worst in 
education. 

I had a fascinating correspondence 
with Jim Martland, who has had an 
interesting career in education. After 
headships of primary and middle schools, 
he became Director of Primary Teacher 
Training at the University of Liverpool, 
where he became interested in the teach-
ing of Mathematics and the psychology 
of how children learn. His university 
research publications include studies of 
children’s ability to read maps and navi-
gate. 

In 1996, Jim was asked to research 
early intervention programmes in 
numeracy, and he became a member of 
the International Board of the Mathemat-
ics Recovery Council. He co-authored 
three books on Mathematics Recovery. 
These include the assessment of young 
children’s strategies and numerical skills 
to solve problems, teaching interventions 
for children who require additional sup-
port and numeracy teaching in the wider 
classroom context. In addition to the UK 
and Ireland, Jim’s work takes him all over 
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the English-speaking world and this sum-
mer has included working with the Opa-
sawayak Cree Nation in Northern Canada. 
Jim adds: “Not bad, considering I was 
nearly thrown out of College on the first 
day for missing a meeting with the Princi-
pal in the Upper Room. I had gone to see 
the Captain of Rugby to arrange a trial!”

Living, as they do, close to the 
Thames at Lechlade, Graham and Diane 
Martin avoided the floods last July. Unfor-
tunately, their daughter Elspeth’s nearby 
home was flooded twice within a few 
months, so Ma and Pa have had unex-
pected lodgers for a good part of the year. 
They have been travelling, including a 
trip to Russia.

John Timson enjoys what he terms a 
‘reclusive life’ in his remote and romanti-
cally named ‘Island Cottage’ at Bridge of 
Dee, somewhere southwest of Dumfries. 
John continues to hold deep and search-
ing email dialogues on a wide range of 
topics which concern him or capture his 
interest.

Mike Spencer has supplied me with a 
stream of internet jokes – from the weird 
to the wacky. He is very much involved 
in his local church in Shrewsbury, and 
he and Yolande still ‘put in office hours’ 
working for their son Julian, who is a 
surveyor, valuer and estate agent. 

Mike tells me that Geoff and Marion 
Saddler have moved back to Cornwall 
and have purchased a bungalow to settle 
in, ready for the time when Marion finally 
retires from the catering business. 

Steve Moore has had a year dogged 
with indifferent health. Back in March, 
we managed to spend a couple of days 
together in the West Country ,where I 
assured him we were out for a gentle 
walk and proceeded to drag him up to the 

top of Crook Peak in Somerset.
Alan Smith continues to travel to far-

flung corners of the globe, but he lowered 
his sights and paid us a visit in North 
Norfolk. He and I played a highly com-
petitive game of golf at West Runton (one 
game all now, Alan!) and later Brenda 
and I, with Alan, met up with Charles 
and Sylvia Leather for a long walk on 
Holkham Beach before going to the Sea-
side Special on Cromer Pier. 

Neville Parry enjoys dividing his 
time between his home at Astley, in 
Manchester, and his second home, a 
well-appointed caravan at Keswick. He 
extends an open invitation to anyone 
visiting the Lake District to “pop in for a 
cuppa, or something stronger”.

John Robinson’s last missive told 
of his continued involvement with the 
Salisbury Cathedral choir, deputising for 
one of the basses, or helping to double 
up in the back row when both treble 
lines are on parade on special occasions. 
He also travels with the choir when they 
go abroad as they take an ‘extra man’ in 
each voice, and last year he went with 
them to Latvia and Estonia.

Ian Morris sends good wishes from 
his home on the Isle of Wight and hopes 
to be at the Reunion in September. Dane 
Young sent festive greetings and promised 
news in the New Year, but didn’t manage 
to get round to it. From his cliff top home 
in Guernsey, Robbie Burns doubts he’ll 
make the Reunion. “It’s an awful long 
way,” he says. Dave Ellison sent felicita-
tions from Cumbria, as did Mike Hanford 
from Liverpool, Roger Goldsmith from 
Guernsey, Peter Meigh from the Wirrral 
and also Lionel Ogden, tucked away 
down in Dorset. Bert Horsley has moved, 
so I’ve lost touch with him.

Finally, sad news from Dave Dix-
son: his wife Irene lost her battle with 
cancer last August. We send our con-
dolences. One bright shaft of light at 
such a terrible time was the birth of a 
granddaughter in May. Dave tells me he 
is attempting to regain some sense of 
equilibrium in his life, being involved 
with four jazz bands (including his own) 
and in voluntary work as a radio engi-
neer once a month for the Wirral Talking 
Newspaper. 

I look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at our Reunion Dinner on 
Friday, September 12 in Chester. 

Rod Hunt

1957
Last year saw our 50th Anniversary, 
celebrated very successfully during the 
September Reunion. Most of you will 
have received my report on how enjoy-
ably it went. 

October brought some sad news. Mike 
Stevens emailed to say that Coral had 
passed away. She had been ill for some 
time. Mike and I were neighbours in 
Fisher and shared a lot of time together. I 
was Best Man at their wedding.

The Morgan household has had an 
eventful year: a daughter’s wedding; a 
visit to Auschwitz with son David; and 
Jenny’s daughter’s emigration, with 
new grandson, to Australia. Jenny took 
voluntary redundancy, but returned in 
October to cover for maternity leave. She 
hates it, many children today being so 
badly behaved and often foul-mouthed. 
We wouldn’t last for five minutes. The 
bleeding hearts brigade was told what 
would happen when they took away our 
firm, fair, often friendly, discipline. Small 
wonder the country is becoming more 
like Dodge City by the day.

Derek Woods is back in Florida for 
the winter, loving it as usual and supping 
G & Ts with Aileen whilst watching the 
sun set over the Gulf of Mexico. He says 
it beats the River Mersey by far, but he 
hasn’t got the Gormley statues. Over the 
water, John Slee and Sheila thrive; Jenny 
and I visited them at the end of Septem-
ber. In Holmes Chapel, Gordon Nisbett 
is publishing a book on calligraphy, in 
aid of a local hospice. I didn’t know he 
served in the Middle East during the War. 
Mike Duffield has had his first hole in 
one. He is still involved with the Devon 
Schools’ Sailing Association, but hopes 
to spend more time on his own boat this 
year. Dave Walker is another golfer, like 
me playing two or three times a week. 
As he says, it is good exercise in the fresh 
air, with pleasant company. He is also 
into family history searches, when not 
looking after grandchildren.

The third generation is also men-
tioned by Simon Nanson: Samuel was 
born in January in Newcastle, on the 
same day as their first grandson, James, 
started school. Simon and Cynthia had 
a holiday in Croatia and also attended 
the World Scout Centenary Jamboree at 
Hylands Park, near Chelmsford. They 
were at Brian and Liz Martland’s Golden 
Wedding celebrations in August. Another 
50th was celebrated by Colin and Hazel 
Warren, both in Solihull and with part of 
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Alan Smith, Rod Hunt and Charles 
Leather on Holkham Beach, Norfolk. 
Photograph supplied.
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their family in Texas.
Far away places are a recurring theme. 

You may remember that Lionel Jayatilaka 
lives in Perth, Western Australia. Last 
summer, he and his wife returned to the 
UK and spent time in the Lake District 
with Ian Anderson. Lionel and Ian did 
the third year Craft Course during our 
second year. As I write, Eric and Ann 
Bolton are on holiday in Sri Lanka. Back 
home, Eric is involved with the London 
Schools and London Symphony Orches-
tras. He also mentions visits to Canada 
and France.

The grandchildren routine is talked 
of by Malcolm Burrill. Music continues 
to be a big part of his life, along with 
his beloved Blackpool FC From Harro-
gate, Ray Thomas writes of gardening, 
playing bowls, restoring furniture and a 
holiday villa in Menorca. Down south, 
in Chichester, Keith Davies has changed 
his address. He mentions trips to Antigua 
and France, plus a river cruise on the 
Danube. Keith and Moira do voluntary 
work: he as a custody visitor, she with 
the WRVS at the local hospital. Along 
the coast, in Pevensey, John Williams 
has made a good recovery from his heart 
operation last January and enjoyed a 
family holiday in France.

Many thanks to those who have been 
in touch. I may see some of you at the 
Reunion on September 13. This year, I 
will revert to my usual ‘Saturday lunch 
only’ routine, all being well.

PS I would love to receive news of the 
current whereabouts of Trevor Prydderch, 
Doug Griffith, Arthur Wilkinson, Fred 
Pinches, and Fred Butterworth.

Ken Morgan

1956
2007 was the poorest year for news since 
I became Year Secretary in 1966.

Ray and Pauline Bowers and Rodham 
and Marion Heslop enjoyed visits to 
members of their respective families in 
the USA.

Brian Keefe has given up most of his 
interests in Petersfield, so that Beryl and 
he can spend most of the coming years at 
their second home in South Africa.

Brian and Glen Wainwright’s year was 
dominated by the deterioration in Glen’s 
right knee. At the end of October, she 
had knee replacement surgery. Brian is 
still able to relax on the golf course and 
in close harmony singing.

The ‘Father of our Year’, Ken Swales, 
is 85. Although retired as Lay Reader, 
he still finds himself preaching at one 
Sunday evening service each month. His 
walking has deteriorated and he is thank-
ful that he can still drive his car.

Last March, Henderson Dodd suffered 
a stroke which has left him partially para-
lysed and, worst of all, completely blind. 

Health-wise, Roy Thompson had a 
much better year in 2007, but a wonky 
knee precludes him from playing com-
petitive tennis.

David Higgins has completed seven 
years as a councillor in Trafford and he 
is looking forward to becoming Deputy 
Mayor in May. He still does a little private 
teaching.

Brian Langan had a knee replacement 
in August and has made a good recovery. 
Joyce and he spent most of December in 
Spain, with a friend who had had a hip 
replaced.

A number of the Year celebrated 
Golden Weddings in 2007, among them 
being Peter John Thompson, Vincent 
Thompson, Brian Ingham and Brian 
Wilson. As part of their celebration, Peter 
John and Margaret Thompson sailed to 
the Baltic States, Brian and Shirley Ing-
ham cruised from Vancouver to Alaska, 
whilst Brian and Marjorie Wilson were 
less ambitious, contenting themselves 
with a good holiday in Norfolk.

Rosemary and I both keep well and 
active. So far, knees and hips are behav-
ing themselves.

At last September’s Reunion, in addi-
tion to Peter Harrison, I was pleased to 
meet a number of our Junior Year mem-
bers who were celebrating 50 Years Out.

Brian McDermott

1955
It has been a poor year for news – many 
of the Christmas cards this year were 
bereft of news items. Among those 
who did use a card to offer information 
was Roy Owen. He has retired from his 
estate agency role and intends to travel. 
Last year he and his wife, who was due 
to have a knee replacement operation 
on Christmas Eve, 2007, had been on 
a Mediterranean cruise, diving in the 
Red Sea and visiting Portugal, Majorca 
and Spain. He goes to the gym each 
day and boardsails in the summer. Ken 
Roscoe sent a letter with his card: he 
and Barbara had a trip to Oban and they 

have become enamoured of Scotland. He 
had two coach trips to Paris; the coach 
journey took longer than a flight to Los 
Angeles. Pete Robinson sent one of his 
usual round robins. He and Dorothy 
have celebrated their Golden Wedding. 
Their holidays included cruises to the 
Inca Highlands in the Andes and along 
the Western coast of South America, 
calling at the Falklands. At Easter, they 
visited the Costa del Sol and Lanzarote. 
On the day they were due to go to 
France, he was hospitalized to have 
an incipient bladder tumour laserised. 
By camper van, they visited Bavaria, 
Northern France, Southern Germany 
and Austria, and Italy. Tony Jarvis tells 
me he finds making decisions difficult 
nowadays – Islay Malt or Orkney Malt? 
Netta Boundy wrote, saying she is off 
to Singapore in February. Don and June 
Parkinson’s round robin tells me he 
has been kept busy with the family and 
church. They are keeping well. Their 
jaunts include a nephew’s wedding in 
Killarney, which impressed them. They 
were also in San Miguel and their main 
holiday was cruising the Greek Islands. 
A note from Eileen Beaumont said Allan 
was in hospital, but was expected out by 
Christmas. Octogenarian Gordon Bore-
bank’s card apologised for his absence 
from Reunion last September; he intends 
to come next time. Terry Davis wrote 
an almost legible note – life for him and 
Rosemary is very busy. He has just had 
his trip to Malawi, finishing in December 
2007, and also to the Ardennes. Brian 
Evans’s card this year was all humbugs. 
Kath Fletcher was kind enough to send 
a card, while Les Blease tells me he is 
older, but no wiser. Des Mellings sent 
a long, newsy note telling me his wife 
went into hospital, so he is lumbered 
as head cook and bottle washer. She 
is recovering well. He, sadly, has been 
struck down with Bell’s Palsy, which has 
affected the whole of the right side of his 
face. His GP tells him it should improve, 
but it is slow to do so. Another vying for 
the calligrapher of the year trophy (with 
Terence Newman and Phil Hornbrook) 
is Pete Garside. He is having platelet and 
blood pressure problems, but they are 
under control. Thank you to all who sent 
cards; they are much appreciated.

The Reunion
Those attending were: Dave Evans, 
Terry Davis, Trevor Goddard, Jim and 
Diane Howells, John Millington, Jack 
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Mills, Norman and Margaret Gittins, 
George Ellison, John and Pat Atack, and 
myself. We stayed in the Conference 
Centre, which was pleasant, as was 
the food served at lunch and dinner. At 
the latter, Terry Davis kindly supplied 
the wine. On the Sunday, after a good 
breakfast, we made our farewells, prom-
ising to meet next year, and then off we 
went. On the way to the car, I met Terry 
and George Ellison going for a very late 
breakfast. The previous evening, after a 
little visit to the bar, George discovered 
he had lost his bedroom door key and he 
couldn’t get into his room, so he slept in 
TND’s room.

George sent me a round robin: he 
enjoys looking after his four grandchil-
dren, walking, having theatre trips and 
discussing books. His holidays included 
celebrating his 75th birthday with his 
family in Scotland. This required three 
log cabins, with his having a hot tub out-
side. It was enjoyed, he writes, by every-
one except the youngest and the oldest. 
Success in chess tournaments continues: 
three firsts, a second and a fourth. A fort-
night in Malta was taken in December.

The main news item was a shock – 
the retirement of David Hughes. I, and 
many others, were disappointed that he 
didn’t attend the last Reunion. For over 
40 years, he has given loyal and unstint-
ing service to the College and University 
in many different ways. I will miss him 
and his efforts, as will many others. I 
wish Stan France, his successor, a long 
and successful tenure as Registrar. 

I forgot to mention that Harry Parr 
and I maintain a strong fax correspond-
ence. Olwyn’s health has improved 
considerably and she is back playing 
golf, but Harry still suffers with his knee 
and is unable to play just yet, as he also 
has a back problem; apart from that, he 
still enjoys life in Calgary and his family 
flourish.

I hope to see you in Chester in 
September.

Eric Laws

1953
It is now 55 years since we left College, 
so we are all now well into our 70s and 
it is not really surprising that, when 
we gather together, the conversation 
sooner or later includes medical reports 
and the standards of health care around 
the country. From all reports, the NHS 

seems to do a wonderful job. Our senior 
member, John Farquharson, now past 
the 80 mark, is full of praise for the care 
he and his wife receive and it is good to 
report that, despite a further heart attack 
last year, John is well and active. John 
Herbert has not enjoyed a good year, 
with back trouble necessitating help 
with walking and the need to remove 
a cancerous kidney; fortunately with 
no sign of it spreading. Otherwise, he 
says, he remains fine! Pete Sambrook is 
well and it is good to know that his eye 
trouble is under control. Another with 
eye problems is Brian Kenworthy, but 
he continues to live life to the full, even 
enjoying the good food of cruise ships; 
but he has handed over as Year Secretary 
for 1952 to Ken Wyatt. Also enjoying 
cruising was Stan Rooney, but the good 
start to the year was later spoilt by some 
serious surgery to remove his bladder; 
despite which sadly the cancer continues 
to spread. Still on the golf course, but at a 
slower pace and a changed handicap, are 
Fred Whyatt and Jimmy Nelson; neither 
would probably manage to give Wynn 
Lloyd Jones much of a game nowadays, 
as he enjoys splendid health. In the same 
vein is Dave Tipper, who is still jogging! 
Warwick Tart and his wife are both very 
active and enjoying good health. Like 
me, Jim Nelson is now a full time carer 
for his wife so, though his golfing ability 
may have slipped, his housekeeping is 
way above par. The same can be said 
for Geoff Collier. Norman Roberts is 
another full-time carer, so his joys of 
sailing are limited and he has decided 
to sell his boat. George Holland has also 
experienced some active caring duties 
as, during a holiday in Crete, his wife 
broke a metatarsal – no doubt creating 
some fond memories of the place! Brian 
Platt sadly lost his wife two years ago, 
before which full time carer duties kept 
him busy for some 15 years. He has 
moved to a smaller house to be nearer 
his eldest daughter, which sounds a very 
wise move. He is well and active, I am 
pleased to add. With all this caring expe-
rience - should you ever need informa-
tion about any aspect, just contact one or 
the other of us! For many, like Eric Jones, 
Roy Williamson, Jimmy Rushton, Alan 
Crowther, Alan Heaton and Harry Glover, 
the pace of life is slower and all have 
experienced some ups and downs during 
the year, but are generally well. Don 
Hitchcock has enjoyed a good year and is 
beginning to enjoy the wonderful World 

Wide Web and the speedy communica-
tion of email. I recently enjoyed a short 
telephone chat with Ron Jones (RHW, 
which he reminded me stands for ‘Really 
Hard Working’), and he is none too 
bad, though would like to be able to 
remember things much more quickly. 
I assured him that Senior Moments 
come to all of us. Norman Tincello is as 
cheerful as ever and remains an active 
Gloucester Rugby Supporter; we met at 
Reunion and also managed to enjoy a 
lunch together when I made a short visit 
to Cheltenham in November. Similarly, 
both Eric Foster and Eric Henderson, who 
were at Reunion, met up with me when 
I visited Newcastle in May; which made 
the weekend memorable. The oppor-
tunity to travel a little this last year has 
come about as a result of the provision 
of respite weeks. These are a real boon; 
but I have to admit it is hard to leave 
Anne at the residential home, although 
I know she will be well cared for. A 
respite week is not quite long enough 
to accompany Mick Balance, who once 
again is spending most of the winter 
‘Down Under’. It is a pity that he doesn’t 
have an email address, as I could then 
keep up-to-date with him despite the 
distance, but the list of email addresses is 
increasing and I am in regular touch with 
several, especially the two Erics in the 
North-East. Should you have an email 
address, do please let me know. Alan 
Nicholls’s emails and telephone calls tell 
me that he continues to progress well 
after more surgery last year and it was 
good to enjoy time with him at Reunion. 
Tony Sadler and his wife, also present, 
were both on fine form. Stuart Osborne 
and Alan McQueen are other Reunion 
regulars and neither seems to change 
in looks, both being as handsome and 
charming as ever! The same can be said 
for Jeff Steele and Norman Green, with 
whom I travelled to Chester. I had hoped 
that Jeff’s vow to purchase a Jaguar 
would have given me a new experience, 
but he has still to decide on the exact 
model and might even change his mind 
for a new Mondeo! Norman’s interests 
are as wide-ranging as ever; how does he 
manage to maintain his energy? On our 
return home from Reunion, we stopped 
in Macclesfield to take Emily Wilson to 
lunch; she remains busy with various 
activities, as well as spending time with 
her grandchildren. I should mention that 
the past year has brought the addition of 
two more great-grandchildren to the Peel 
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family, making a total of four, and my list 
of birthdays ever longer! 

Brian Platt’s new address and a list 
of email addresses follow. I hope to see 
you in Chester for Reunion in September, 
but do please telephone, email or write 
whenever you have a moment to spare.
 
Alan Crowther -  
Alan.Crowther@manx.net 
Eric Henderson -  
erichenderson@talktalk.net 
Don Hitchcock -  
d.hitchcock@sky.com 
George Holland -  
georgerholland@yahoo.co.uk 
Alan McQueen -  
amcqueen@supanet.com 
Stuart Osborne -  
stuartosborne.net@tiscali.co.uk 
Alwyn Peel-  
alwyn.peel@ntlworld.com 
Brian Platt -  
15,Union Road,Marple, 
Stockport,Cheshire,SK6 7AJ. 
Tel - 0161 430 3389  
brianplatt@ntlworld.com 

(N.B. The members listed above have all 
given permission for these details to be 
included, in accordance with the require-
ments of Data Protection legislation. [Ed.])

Best wishes,
 

Alwyn Peel 

1952
Many thanks for your response to my 
letter last autumn. I learned that Harry 
Smallwood died in the 1950s and Ian 
Spencer, Don Hibbert and Bryan Walne 
died a couple of years ago. Our condo-
lences go to Stan Proud, whose wife 
died in October. Norman Hargreaves 
moved to Canada and set up an 
antiques business.

Phil Dale-Jones sends his best wishes 
from Perth, Western Australia.

Arthur Bessell was involved in a 
horrendous accident in Italy. His wife 
died from her injuries and he is still on 
crutches. 

Bill Brown, white-haired (aren’t we 
all!) is still playing cricket.

Trevor Graham is still sounding 
lively, but does not wish to attend 
Reunion, preferring to retain happy 
memories of Chester.

Roger Henthorne has been a non-

stipendiary curate in St Neots, Cam-
bridgeshire, since 1979 and enjoyed his 
teaching career. 

Peter Howells, despite hand and hip 
operations, is still playing hockey for 
England over-60/70/75s.

Stan Proud, who has never been back 
to the Isle of Man, is still in the West 
Midlands and hopes to come to Reunion.

Doug Rowley enjoys golf and visiting 
his three daughters – one in Bermuda 
and two in France (lucky man!).

John Walton sent an interesting letter 
about his numerous College contacts, as 
well as rambling with Bolton Countrywide 
Holidays Association, bowls and snooker.

Peter Fitton sent a long letter; he is 
now relaxing after years as an Ofsted 
inspector and a member of the National 
Parole Board and Council Standards 
Committee.

Reg Bate will soon be celebrating 56 
years of marriage to Marion and is enjoy-
ing water-colour painting.

Bryan Kenworthy is still keeping going.
Derek Turner plays golf every week 

with Derek Weaver.
Like many, I took early retirement (in 

1989) and moved to Shropshire. We have 
three children: Jonathan, a chief engineer 
with Atkins in Cambridge; Steven, a Flt 
Sgt at RAF Waddington, where he lives 
with his wife and two sons; and Alison, 
a nanny in Kensington. Pam and I enjoy 
gardening (until it gets beyond us), 
travelling around Britain, family history 
research, reading, poetry, photography, 
involvement in St George’s Church in 
Pontesbury, and, of course, Shrewsbury 
Town FC!

A number of you have had contact 
with others, and I hope you will encour-
age them to make contact directly with 
me. I do not know how many of you are 
Annual/Life members of the Association, 
but I hope you will all receive a copy of 
The Cestrian.

All the very best for 2008. I do hope to 
see you at Reunion in September.

Ken Wyatt

1951
This has been a very difficult year for me, 
as I have been hospitalised three times 
and had operations on two occasions, so 
I am hoping for a better year of health in 
2008.

To all those who sent me Christmas 
greetings, I send my grateful thanks: 

John Burstall, Ken Challinor, Barry 
Wademan and his wife, Ian Anderson 
and his wife, Derek Rawsthorne and his 
wife, and Geoff Griffiths and his wife. 
I am glad to know you are all well and 
still doing your various activities so 
successfully. No one decided to take 
over from me as Secretary, so it looks 
as if I have the job for at least another 
year.

May I wish David Hughes a very 
happy and successful retirement? He has 
done a fine job for many years. 

I send Happy New Year greetings to all 
our Year Members and would love to hear 
from members who have dropped into 
oblivion. It only takes a half hour of your 
time and would bring happiness, not only 
to me, but to many other members.

Best wishes to you all.

Roy Schofield

1948
This year’s Reunion was tinged with 
sadness, as Gordon Cooke, a much 
valued friend and a regular Reunion 
attendee, died the previous week. (An 
obituary can be found in this issue.) 
Gordon’s courage, positive attitude and 
determination to carry on as normally 
as possible contributed greatly to the 
success of past meetings.

Twelve of us met this year at Rossett 
Hall: a dwindling band of survivors, 
anxious to renew bonds of friendship 
and share fond memories of the old 
days. Those present were: Gillian and 
Geoff Topp, Don and Barbara Higgin-
botham; Norman and Florence Machin; 
David and Ruth Greenlees; Joy Daffon; 
and Caryl and myself.

Gillian and Geoff were looking 
extremely fit, having just returned from 
a cruise. David Greenlees was extremely 
buoyant, in spite of his knee surgery. He 
had been allocated a beautiful bedroom 
in the new wing and showed his appre-
ciation by pulling off the wardrobe door. 
He was taken aback when, as a prank, 
he was shown to an alternative room; 
unfinished, uncarpeted, unfurnished, 
and with paint pots and ladders every-
where!

Don Higginbotham was much 
improved in health; his twinkling sense 
of humour bore witness to that! Nor-
man and Florence had just returned 
from a holiday that they had organ-
ised on behalf of their local branch 

YEAR NOTES



The Cestrian 2008 31

of retired teachers. Joy Daffon had 
obviously managed to find a ‘window’ 
in her globetrotting diary to attend. 
Unfortunately, an error in the train 
ticket booking prevented Betty Jenkin-
son from attending as planned.

Nobody strayed far afield this year 
and much of the time was spent in 
and around Chester. Gillian and Geoff 
went for a cruise on the river; however, 
Geoff was disappointed because the 
pleasure boat failed to reach Eccleston 
Ferry and, worse, he wasn’t allowed to 
row!! Several of us visited the excellent 
garden centre at Rossett and spent our 
pocket money on Christmas cards and 
gifts. Caryl and I spent an hour or two 
in the Grosvenor Hotel; a far cry from 
the Kardomah of College days!

Gilbert (Stan) Holloway failed to 
attend this year; he had been in hos-
pital and was not discharged until 
just before Christmas. He is much 
improved, but with limited mobility.

Pete Bell’s vision is still very limited. 
Fortunately, he is still able to drive to 
the nearby golf club. 

Rex Davenport was also unable 
to join us this year. He has had quite 
debilitating side-effects after a course 
of chemotherapy.

Stan Holland wrote to me from his 
hospital bed, where he was waiting to 
have triple bypass surgery. I phoned a 
week later and found him in very good 
spirits at home. 

Our good wishes go to all the above.
After many attempts to trace Teddy 

Edwards, I eventually received a letter 
from his neighbours, who gave me the 
sad news that he had died in 2004. I 
am sure that we all remember Teddy 
with great affection; he was kind, gen-
tle and courteous. (An obituary can be 
found in this issue.)

Don Steele, though still suffering 
from arthritis and osteoporosis, retains 
his wicked sense of humour. Phyllis is 
hoping to retire at the end of the year, 
so that prospects are good for their 
return to our Reunions, doubtless enli-
vening the proceedings.

I had a long telephone conversa-
tion with Arthur (Arturo) Cunliffe. I 
learned, to my surprise, that he did his 
National Service before College and 
that he lived in private accommoda-
tion in his first year. On his last day at 
school before his retirement, he took 
assembly, dinner duty and yard duty; 
which surely deserves a mention in 

dispatches! He has co-written a book 
on mechanical music (music boxes and 
organs, etc.), which has been distrib-
uted worldwide; and we thought he 
was just a trumpet player!

Jack Land is still surviving in South-
port. He is in reasonably good health, 
enjoying his holidays in the sun. We have 
been exchanging Christmas cards for 60 
years but, try as I may, I cannot persuade 
him to join us before my flight is called.

Finally, please keep me informed of 
any interesting personal news, or infor-
mation about other colleagues with 
whom you are in contact.

Best wishes to all.

STOP PRESS: We all enjoy Reunions so 
much that an extra one is planned for 
April 22/23, at Knaresborough. If you 
wish to join us, please let me know.
 

David Lewis

1947
Ten of us attended the 2007 Reunion. 
They included: Mo Jones and Dorothy, 
Harry Seddon and Audrey, Tom Moor-
house and Elaine, Jack Wollas and 
Miriam, and Maldwyn Morgan and 
Thelma. As usual, we met together 
early in the afternoon in the new Exton 
Park building and dined together at the 
College Lunch at 1pm. After lunch, we 
retired to what was once the library 
and enjoyed a very long discussion.

Jack Coombe sent us a congratula-
tory letter on what was the 60th Anni-
versary of our leaving College. Jack has 
not been well over the last few years. 
We send him and all 47s our very best 
wishes. 

Our thoughts are with 47s who 
have been regular attendees and who 
could not be with us in 2007. We think 
of Colin and Vera Frank, and Derrick 
Probert, who did so much in the past 
to get so many of us to meet together. 
It was wonderful to receive a Christ-
mas card from him and we trust that 
Mary Baxter, Stan’s widow, is making 
progress after her hip replacement. 
Tom Moorhouse was good to bring her 
to previous Reunions. 

It is very sad to have to mention 
that Arthur Crossley is dead and 
our thoughts are with Elizabeth, his 
widow. Arthur was Year Secretary for 
many years and we thank him for all 
his efforts in organising our Reunion 

weekends. (An obituary is included in 
this issue of the magazine.)

I thank Harry Seddon for his great 
help during the 2007 weekend. It 
would not have been possible for me 
to attend without his invaluable assist-
ance.

We now look forward to the 2008 
Reunion and trust that it will be pos-
sible for more of our Year Group to be 
able to be with us at the next Reunion 
on Saturday, September 13. Tickets for 
lunch must be purchased from the Uni-
versity before that date, not on the day. 

Maldwyn Morgan

1937
We thank you all for last year’s infor-
mation. 

Our church of St James Thornham 
gave us a great birthday party when 
I was 90 years old – on St James’s 
Day. Our Day School is thriving and 
pupils move on to the Church School 
at High Cromston, where they have 
a choir that has sung Evensong in 
Westminster Abbey. We have lost the 
old Prayer Book Liturgy that I used as 
a Reader to sing Evensong and now 
I miss its uplifting music. Irene and I 
keep up our Church activities as best 
we can. We have good friends there 
and around us.

We hear that Harry Lees (1938) is still 
active, but has lost his sight, although he 
can reach out for his teacup!

We hope all goes well with you this year.
PS For the correspondent who men-

tioned that his daughter had a teaching 
post at St Andrew’s School, Littleborough 
- would that be at Dearnley Parish Church 
on Halifax Road?

Cyril Chadwick

For a number of years, Albert Little 
has been one of the few of his year 
attending the Reunion on a regular 
basis. His stories of the living condi-
tions endured by students – all male, of 
course – during the 1930s are enough 
to make one’s hair curl! Despite this, 
he has many happy memories of his 
time in College – a much smaller insti-
tution in those days.

Gill Little (for Albert Little)
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FEATURES

One of England’s most capped female sports 
stars graduated in Nutrition and Sports Science in 
November 2007.

Bury-born Tracey Neville combined three years study-
ing at Chester with a key role in England’s netball team. 
She now plays for Leeds Carnegie in the English Netball 
Superleague and is a pundit for Sky Sports, which began 
broadcasting the Superleague last season.

Tracey comes from a talented sporting family, as her 
brothers, Gary and Phil, play football for Manchester 
United, Everton and England. Her own sporting accom-
plishments include earning more than 80 caps for her 
country and taking part in two World Championships 
and two Commonwealth Games, winning bronze medals 
in 1998 and 1999.

She said: “I had heard that the Sport Science Depart-
ment had an excellent reputation and they also offered me the chance to combine 
study in that area with nutrition. Chester was the ideal University for me. The staff 
were very accommodating and helpful, which made a real difference, considering 
I was spending time away playing international netball. I don’t think I would have 
been able to do so well without their support.” 

Dr Daniel Bloyce, Acting Head of the University’s Sport and Exercise Sciences 
Department, said: “Playing netball at the top level requires much dedication, but 
Tracey was a thoroughly down-to-earth, pleasant and hard-working student who did 
very well throughout her studies here.”

DEGREE CAPS IT ALL FOR NETBALL ACE

SPORTING EXCELLENCE FROM SHARk TO PIRATE
As James Moore was growing up, he 
played rugby for fun. While concen-
trating on soccer, he was snapped up 
aged nine, by Crewe Alexandra FC, 
moving to Chester City FC at 12; but, 
when he had to choose between a 
professional contract with Chester or 
sitting his A-levels, James chose the 
latter.

This decision reaped its reward, as 
at 18 he joined New Brighton Rugby 
Club and attracted the attention of other 
clubs. He was spotted by Sale Sharks’ 
Academy and was soon representing 
England at counties level, touring with 
the national squad to France and Roma-
nia, and then to Canada; and his debut 
for Sale could not have come in a more 
intimidating environment. 

James explained: “I made my debut 
for Sale at Twickenham in the Zürich 
Wildcard Final, against Leicester Tigers. 
It was scary. There were loads of peo-
ple watching and I was playing against 
the likes of Austin Healey and Martin 
Johnson. I came on as sub and did okay, 
so it was enjoyable on a personal level, 
but we lost the game, which took a little 
shine off it.”

After joining Sale as a student, 
James moved to Manchester to be 
nearer the club.

He continued: “Rugby commitments 
affected my studies a little in the second 
and third year, but I still graduated in 
Business Information Systems.”

A spell with Coventry in 2005/06, was 
followed by the Cornish Pirates in 2006, 
when he enjoyed the highlight of his 
career to date, in the 2007 EDF National 
Trophy Quarter Final at Doncaster.

James recalled: “Our fly-half was 
injured and I got called into the squad 
late on. I scored the winning drop goal 
late in the match. It’s something you 
always dream about, but for now I’m 
concentrating on playing club rugby.”

Tracey Neville in 
action. Photograph 
courtesy of SW Pix.

League devotee James Moore. 
Photograph courtesy of Simon Bryant.

RUGBY LEAGUE  
TEST DEBUT 
Warrington Wolves star Jon 
Clarke, a part-time Sport and 
Exercise Sciences student at the 
University, helped Great Britain 
secure their first series victory 
over New Zealand in 14 years in 
November 2007, making his Test 
debut in an emphatic 44-0 win.

Jon said: “The support I get 
from the lecturers helps me 
keep up-to-date.  They have 
been fantastic with me. I can’t 
play rugby forever, so this 
gives me the opportunity to 
prolong my career in sport and fitness once my playing days are over.”

TRAMPOLINING TO THE BAR – VIA THE OLYMPICS
Trampolinist and Chester Law student Amy Sims is aiming to compete in 
the 2012 London Olympics, after representing Great Britain in the under-19 
World Championships and finishing in 12th place. Amy hopes to excel at 
both sport and the law, combining her studies with training and competing.

She said: “I’m training more than ever, thanks to the support I receive.  I’ll be the 
right age in 2012 and it would be brilliant to take part.  I’m hoping to go as far as I 
can in the sport, although my main aim is to work in law. Everyone jokes that I’ll be 
the trampolining barrister!”

Jon Clarke (with ball) in action against New 
Zealand. Photograph supplied.


