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IntroductIon

DURING the past year, the University has consolidated its 
role as a major provider of higher education in the region, 
while developing an increased profile both nationally 
and internationally.  The Graduation Ceremonies held 
in Chester Cathedral in November 2008 were the first 
at which students were awarded University of Chester, 
rather than University of Liverpool, degrees, and more 
than 2,000 graduates received their awards at these 
Ceremonies, including some who had studied at the 
University’s partner colleges. As usual, honorary degrees 
were also awarded to some distinguished individuals, 
including the renowned Cheshire-born humanitarian, 
Terry Waite CBE, and the enormously successful cycling 
coach, Dave Brailsford MBE, who himself studied here 
from 1991 to 1994. 

Another highlight occurred in December 2008, when 
the results of the national Research Assessment Exercise 
were published. A significant proportion of the research 
undertaken at Chester was judged to be of international 
standard and some was declared to be “world-leading”. 
Chester’s research ranking, in comparison with other UK 
universities, rose significantly, showing how well the 
University had confirmed its strong reputation in this 
area, which had led to it being the first of the 2005 group 
of new universities to obtain Research Degree Awarding 
Powers.

External assessments of the University’s 
undergraduate courses continue to be highly favourable 
and new and innovative programmes continue to be 
introduced, enriching the University’s portfolio. The 
new buildings that have recently come into use at both 
Chester and Warrington have all more than proved 
their worth, with the new Students’ Union building at 
Chester being particularly popular. Exciting new projects 
for additional student accommodation and teaching 
facilities are now being developed, to improve further the 
experience of the many students who continue to apply 
to study here, despite the effects of the international 
economic downturn. Meanwhile, the number of the 
University’s overseas partner institutions continues to 
increase, with Chester programmes now being taught in 
Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Russia.

The Alumni Association itself has also had a year of 
consolidation, with the proposal to develop a unified 
University of Chester Alumni Association for former 
students of both Chester and Warrington moving forward 
strongly, thanks to the tireless efforts of the Registrar, 
Stan France. Members of the new Executive Committee 
should soon be in place and a development plan brought 
forward for discussion. It is, of course, important for us 
all to cherish the traditions of the original Chester and 
Padgate Associations, but also important that the new 
Association reflects the current nature of the University. I 
very much look forward to seeing the unified Association 
going from strength to strength and building on the 
success of its predecessors.

Introduction by Professor t J Wheeler dL
Vice–chancellor and principal of the university of chester, chair of the cestrian Association
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THE MAN behind the greatest 
performance by a British Olympic 
team for more than 100 years has been 
honoured by the University for his 
achievements.

Dave Brailsford CBE, British 
Cycling’s Performance Director, joined 
thousands of graduates at Chester 
Cathedral to receive an Honorary 
Doctorate, in recognition of his work 
over the past decade with the country’s 
elite cyclists.

Dave led Britain’s cyclists to an 
incredible medal haul of eight golds, 
four silvers and two bronze medals at 
the Beijing Olympics last summer. The 
team’s success, which was regarded by 
some as the most impressive sporting 
achievement in British history, has 
propelled the likes of Sir Chris Hoy, 
Bradley Wiggins, Victoria Pendleton 
and Rebecca Romero into mainstream 
national consciousness, and helped 
cement Dave’s reputation as one of 
the country’s most successful sports 
managers.

His glory came as no surprise to 
staff at the University who taught him 
when he was a student in the early 
1990s.

Professor Ken Green, Head of 
Sport and Exercise Sciences, said: 
“Dave had a reputation for ‘leaving 
no stone unturned’ in his own training 
and competitive cycling career, so it’s 
unsurprising to find that this is the 
motto of the GB cycling team. 

“He was a bright-minded young 
man with a critical eye for the 
physiological and psychological 
dimensions of competitive sport, and a 
popular student among his peers and 
tutors alike.”

Dave studied Sport and Exercise 
Sciences and Psychology at Chester in 
the early 1990s. He spent four years as 
a competitive cyclist in France before 
returning to the UK to study.

The triumphs of Beijing were the 
culmination of years of hard work in 
which success was also recorded at the 

Athens Olympics and successive World 
Championships. Chris Boardman, an 
Olympic gold medallist himself, has 
attributed Dave’s success to his eye 
for detail, hands-on approach, and 
charismatic leadership.

As the man behind Britain’s rise to the 
top of world cycling, Dave was awarded 
the MBE in 2005. He was also named 
as Coach of the Year at the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year Awards 2008.

Dr Lesley Cooke, Dave’s Personal 

Tutor during his time at the University, 
and now Dean of Students, said: “Dave 
was a hard working student who, even 
then, was very focused on cycling as 
well as his academic studies.

“At the time, I recognised his deep 
commitment and undoubted ability. 
I was not at all surprised to see his 
name come up in the upper echelons 
of cycling, and on behalf of everyone 
at the University, I would like to 
congratulate him on his achievements.”

chester graduate inspires Beijing gold-rush
The Beijing olympics saw Great Britain’s cyclists emerge as the sport’s dominant force, winning eight of 
the 18 gold medals on offer. But while the likes of Sir chris hoy and Bradley Wiggins stole the headlines 
and glory, it was chester graduate, Dave Brailsford cBe, who masterminded his country’s rise to the top. 
Andrew Morrison reports.

Honorary Graduate Dave Brailsford MBE with Dr Lesley Cooke, Dean of 
Students and his Personal Tutor during his time at the University.
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Bully for Jim!
When studying to become a teacher at chester in the 1950s, Jim Bowen could never have dreamed of the cult 
status he would go on to enjoy in show business.  he spoke exclusively to Richard Ault about life at chester, 
Bullseye’s renaissance, and that episode of Phoenix Nights with peter Kay…

Jim Bowen on the set of Bullseye. Photo kindly supplied by ITV.
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Salty the radio star
Exclusive by Richard Ault 

ALTHOUGH Paul Salt always wanted to work in radio, he 
could never have dreamt that a career on the airwaves 
would see him broadcasting from the European Cup Final 
in Istanbul in 2005, playing football at his beloved Anfield, 
and touring the North West with his own breakfast show. 

Known affectionately to listeners as ‘Salty’, Paul now co-
presents Real Radio’s breakfast show with David Ditchfield, 
more than a decade after graduating from the Warrington 
campus.

Paul recalls his Warrington days fondly, saying: “It was 
great.  I really enjoyed the Radio Production module, so I’d 
have to say that was the best part.  I always wanted to work 
in radio, so I knew I’d enjoy it and get a lot out of it. It gave 
me good experience, as did going out and getting work 
experience.  I worked with Signal Radio during my time 
at Warrington, and then started at Radio City a couple of 
months before I graduated in 1997.”

During his days as a Media Studies and Business 
Management student, Paul completed work experience 
at BBC Radio Merseyside, Signal and BBC Radio 5 Live, 
before later joining Liverpool’s Radio City 96.7 and, as part 
of the crew on one of the most listened-to morning shows 
in the UK, The Kev Seed Breakfast Show, he became well 
known to listeners across Liverpool, the North West, and 
North Wales. Three years ago, he made the move to Real 
Radio as breakfast show co-host. 

Paul returned to Warrington to switch on the Christmas 
lights a couple of years ago but, as a staunch Liverpool 
fan and season ticket holder, there is one highlight in his 
career that stands out above the rest. He said: “Doing 
the breakfast show from Istanbul in 2005, prior to the 
Champions League Final, was fantastic. That was easily the 
highlight of my career to date. I don’t think anything will 
ever beat it.”

Former Warrington student, Paul Salt, now co-presents 
Real Radio’s Breakfast Show.  Photo Supplied.

WHEN ITV’s Bullseye first leapt onto our screens, it was 
a massive success and made presenter Jim Bowen a 
household name.  Today, some 30 years on, the programme 
has been revived thanks to digital television, and Jim is once 
again attracting a large following.

The initial success of the show surprised Jim, and his 
quirky catchphrases and funny stories are now entertaining 
a new, younger audience. While still entertaining the older 
generations, An Audience with Jim Bowen has also been 
popular at students’ union bars up and down the country. 

“It’s quite bizarre how popular it has become again, 
people have really taken to it,” Jim commented. “At a show in 
Edinburgh, there were 16 and 17-year-olds sitting alongside 
70-year-olds, even sharing the same cigarette, which was 
scary! Bullseye gets the mickey taken out of it horrendously, 
but in a nice way.  People say things like ‘In one, half a 
toaster!’ and it’s all a good laugh.”

Such is his popularity once again, Jim has appeared 
on BBC’s The Weakest Link: Celebrity Edition four times, 
winning twice, and also joined his good friend, Peter Kay 
for a memorable episode of Pheonix Nights.  The out-takes 
from the show have become as popular as the episode itself 
and can be seen all over the Internet, and at the start of Jim’s 
shows.  The hilarity of it all still makes Jim laugh.

He said: “There is a video of out-takes, it was so funny.  
By the end of it we were devastated, absolutely wrecked 
from laughing! I kept calling him [Peter Kay] Frank – I’ve no 
idea where it came from!  And I was saying things that just 
weren’t in the script, such as ‘I’ve got a lift that goes right to 
the top’.  By the end of it our eyes were red and our chests 
hurt, we’d laughed that much.  It took us 70 minutes to do 
seven minutes’ worth of filming! I’ve known Peter for years.  
He’s a Lancastrian comedian as well.  When I worked on radio 
he used to come in and was a bit of a fan.”

There were few signs of what lay ahead for Jim during 
his time at Chester.  After doing National Service, he decided 
to pursue a career in teaching, which required two years 
of study, from 1957 until 1959.  The first year he spent on 
campus in Astbury House, and he recalls a time when 
students all sat together at meal times on long tables. 

Jim moved out of halls and into digs for his second year 
and was also one of only three students in his year to own 
a car. He recalled: “I got my first car at the end of my first 
year in 1958; it was a Ford Prefect.  I can remember the 
registration plate; you always do with your first car. The 
Principal at the time wouldn’t let me park it on the bottom 
of the field on campus.  I wasn’t happy with that! I spent my 
second year in digs in the city centre.” 

After completing his studies in 1959, Jim became a PE 
teacher in Lancashire.  Within a year, he was Head of PE 
at Gaton Primary School in Lancashire, and subsequently 
became Deputy Head of the School. He later spent time at the 
famous Rudolph Laban School of Dance in London at a time 
when combining educational drama with English was highly 
thought of, and his first real steps into show business came a 
few years later.  

Jim’s autobiography, Right Place, Right Time, discusses 
his time at the College in more detail.
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Graduation days to remember
Graduation ceremonies are always proud occasions, marking the 
culmination of hard work, fellowship and sacrifice. The cestrian takes a 
closer look at some of the outstanding students who have graduated in 
the past 12 months, alongside worthy recipients of honorary Degrees…

THOUSANDS of successful students have graduated in the company of some of 
the country’s leading luminaries in the past year, including the mastermind behind 
Great Britain’s Olympic cycling triumph (see page three), and one of the world’s most 
recognised humanitarians.

Dave Brailsford MBE, British Cycling’s Performance Director and alumnus of the 
University, and Terry Waite CBE, the infamous former hostage negotiator, were among 
the distinguished names to be awarded Honorary Degrees by the University in the 
past 12 months.

They joined a number of students for whom the ceremonies in November and 
March represented the culmination of outstanding academic performances, life-
changing experiences, and triumphs against the odds.

louise Wright (Law) can look back to a unique time shadowing Michael Mansfield 
QC and getting involved with Princess Diana’s inquest and the well publicised 
‘Fertiliser Seven’ terrorism case, during a work-based learning placement.

The 40,000-plus photographs taken by Joe collier (Photography) as part of an 
ongoing project to document under-threat industrial sites across the UK and Europe, 
have been permanently stored by the British Library in its digital archive, after being 
deemed to be of great importance to the history of British industry.

After working for the Ministry of Justice for 20 years, richard canterbury was 
one of the first students to graduate with a Foundation Degree in Government, a 
qualification only offered at Chester and one other UK university.

Graduates Wendy Roberts; Rosemary 
Peplow; Amanda Higham.

Graduates near the Eastgate Clock, 
in Chester.
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Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor, with some of the staff that help 
make the graduation ceremonies a success.

Ten honorary Degrees have been 
awarded by the university in the past 
12 months. The recipients were (in 
alphabetical order):

professor Sir Drummond Bone, Doctor of 
Letters
Dave Brailsford mBe, Doctor of Science
Stuart chambers, Doctor of Business 
Administration
Dr David collins cBe, Doctor of Business 
Administration
polly Dangerfield, Master of Education
Dr Austen elliott mBe, Doctor of Science
John richards oBe, Master of Arts
colonel William Spiegelberg, Master of 
Business Administration
Terry Waite cBe, Doctor of Letters
rhys Williams, Master of Arts

A summer job working as a tourist guide 
at Buckingham Palace could not have been 
more suited to rachael Abbiss (History and 
Archaeology), who spent much time studying the 
Monarchy during her degree.

David Day’s History degree was the ideal 
present for his 75th birthday.

catherine Stove, who now works in the 
University’s Centre for Exercise and Nutrition 
Science, was the first student to graduate with 
First-Class Honours from the Business School’s 
Management degree course. 

Deciding to change her career after spending 
more than a decade as a fitness instructor and 
teacher, Sue Fleet enjoyed the experience of a 
lifetime when she spent three months in Chile as 
part of her Spanish and Tourism degree.

perle laouenan-catchpole (Geography) 
completed a University eco-audit of such high 
quality that it was presented to Professor Tim 
Wheeler, the Vice-Chancellor, as the institution 
works to become more sustainable.

For lyndsey Smith (Counselling), Graduation 
Day represented the culmination of a remarkable 
career change that has seen her swap 17 years’ 
experience in the hair salon for the counselling 
studio.

A passion for dance took hannah Dye (Creative 
and Cultural Management) from Kenya and 
Uganda to London’s Sadler’s Wells, one of the 
world’s leading international dance venues, where 
she is involved in its education programme. 

March’s ceremonies saw the graduation of 
the first cohort of students to complete an MA 
in Military History, a programme exploring why 
wars occur, how warfare has changed through the 
ages, and how the military interacts with wider 
society.

Graduation is a day to remember for thousands of students at Chester 
Cathedral

The renowned humanitarian, Terry Waite CBE, pictured with Professor 
Tim Wheeler, the University's Vice-Chancellor, was a distinguished 
recipient of an Honorary Degree in November 2008



Sleight of hand puts Jon in class of his own
When young rugby player Jon Sleightholme enrolled at the university in 1991, he could never have dreamt that 
by the time he graduated, he would be in the england rugby union squad alongside the likes of Will carling 
and Justin leonard. he spoke to Richard Ault about international rugby, his time at chester, and life after 
retirement….
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JON Sleightholme is in elite company 
indeed – there are not many internationals 
who could boast of being called into the 
England Rugby Union squad while still a 
student.

Remarkably, Jon’s first England call-
up came during his final year at Chester, 
and he won his first cap 18 months later 
on a memorable day in Paris as England 
opened their 1996 Six Nations campaign 
against France.    

He said: “I had been in the squad a 

few times but hadn’t played.  
“We had been to a friend’s house on 

the Saturday and I’d left the car there and 
went to pick it up on the Sunday.  As I 
arrived, my wife Julie came running out 
of the front door shouting: ‘You’re in.  
You’re in the team to play France’.

“It was a ‘pinch yourself’ moment, an 
incredible feeling and to be honest it was 
quite surreal.  Walking out in Paris for my 
debut was an amazing experience.

“The French fans were shouting and 

screaming all sorts at us, but as I couldn’t 
understand a word they were saying, it 
didn’t really affect me.

“I remember weird things about 
the game.  It was ridiculously quick, I 
felt knackered after 10 minutes!  The 
adrenaline kicked in, so it was hard to 
keep the lid on it and not tire myself out.

“During the warm-up, Will Carling, 
the captain, told me to soak up the 
atmosphere and take everything in 
during the warm-up.  It was a great thing, 

Jon Sleightholme (with ball) goes over the line to score his country’s first try during the Five Nations match between Ireland 
and England at Lansdowne Road in Dublin. England won the match 46-6. Photo supplied by Getty Images.
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can ruth fix it? yes she can…

By Richard Ault

HAVING previously worked on television shows such as Emmerdale and Bob the 
Builder, Chester graduate Ruth Estevez fulfilled her lifelong dream by publishing 
her first novel.

Ruth, who studied English and Drama, has released Meeting Coty, a romantic 
story based on her family’s ancestral ties with the perfume industry.

The novel represents the latest chapter in an intriguing career for Ruth, who 
has been involved with creative writing since her childhood.  After graduating 
in 1983, she spent time working for touring theatre productions before stage-
managing ITV’s hit soap, Emmerdale. 

Ruth’s next involvement in television was through the popular animated 
children’s show, Bob the Builder. She spent two years writing scripts for the 
show before moving into teaching.

Her long-standing passion for writing led finally to the publication of 
Meeting Coty. 

Ruth looks back on her College days in the early 1980s with great fondness.  
She said: ”The campus was very attractive, with the gardens and the 

surrounding fields, and I liked the fact that everything was on one site.  The 
lecturers were inspiring and full of character.  I loved the afternoon English 
classes when the sun was going down, because the room was all amber 
coloured and warm. 

“On the other end of the scale, the Drama Department was like being in 
a burrow, but there was a distinctive smell as you walked through the doors 
and down the panelled corridor and into the black draped studio or the small 
wooden panelled lecture room.  

“You knew it was somewhere special. I loved going in at the weekend as 
well, when it was quiet, to rehearse for my final practical.  And I remember Baby 
Tea; it still makes me laugh.”

For more information about Ruth’s career, visit her website at: www.
ruthestevez.info

Novelist and script writer, Ruth Estevez. Photo supplied.

but it was over really quick.”
During his time at Chester, Jon 

juggled his studies with the busy 
schedule that came with playing part-
time for his club team, Wakefield.  He 
met his wife while they were both 
studying at Chester, and his Best Man 
was also a University friend.

Jon said:  “They were three great 
years and I made loads of new friends, 
although it was hard to keep in touch 
with everyone as people went to all four 
corners of the world.

“I haven’t really been back to the 
city much, but we are coming up for a 
long weekend later in the year, as my 
eldest son has a rugby tour up there, 
so I’m looking forward to that.  Whilst 
everyone else is showing their sons the 
City Walls, I will be showing him all the 
old pubs!”

After a successful spell at Bath, Jon 
moved to Northampton in 1997 and 
the silverware continued to flow, the 
European Cup win in 2000 proving the 
highlight of his time there.

Although a career in teaching was 
a possibility on retirement in 2003, the 
entrepreneurial side of his character 
pulled his career in a different direction.

After working as Head of 
Business Development for a mobile 
communications company, Jon joined 
forces with Russell Yeomans and Alan 
Dickinson to form Sport2Business, a 
company helping professional and elite 
athletes find a career after sport.

Jon explained:  “I came from a 
generation of sportsmen who retired 
with no career to go into. When these 
sportsmen retire they think ‘what next?’ 
and most need guidance and help. 
That’s what we’re here for.”

Jon is also due to undertake a 
mammoth bike ride this summer to 
raise money for Autism Concern, the 
Northampton-based charity of which he 
is President. 

Jon and 11 other riders, including 
two-time Olympic medallist 
Paul Manning, will set out from 
Northampton and visit its twin towns 
of Poitiers in France and Marburg in 
Germany, with the aim of raising more 
than £50,000.

For more information, and 
to sponsor Jon, visit  http://
wwwtwintownschallenge.co.uk/
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Like father, like daughter: old 
boy’s musical offspring creates 
iconic legacy

Warden makes 
grade to save 
gorillas

HELPING to save the endangered 
mountain gorillas of Rwanda is all in a 
day’s work for Prosper Uwingeli.

Prosper, who works as Chief 
Warden at the Volcanoes National Park, 
travelled thousands of miles to study 
in the UK after being awarded the 
University of Chester Inaugural Africa 
Scholarship, as part of collaborative 
links between the Department of 
Biological Sciences and the Dian 
Fossey Gorilla Fund International, 
with the support of Rwanda’s Office of 
Tourism and National Parks (ORTPN).

Designed to enable post-graduate 
students to contribute to the 
conservation of Rwanda’s endangered 
mountain gorillas, the partnership has 
so far seen Prosper travel to Chester to 
complete an MSc in Research Methods, 
and Chester student, Winnie Eckardt, 
conducting doctoral work on mother-
offspring behaviour at the Karisoke 
Research Centre in Rwanda.

Prosper was awarded the bursary 
due to his direct experience in gorilla 
research, monitoring and management. 
Before coming to Chester, he worked 
as a Research Assistant and Park 
Warden at the National Park, which 
involved tracking and following the 
mountain gorillas, and providing the 
park staff with skills for research and 
monitoring.

Prosper said: “Through my studies 
I have become more confident, in part 
because I realised how challenging the 
conservation field is. However, using 
lessons from British conservation 
history, I’m becoming more optimistic 
that the entire world is focusing more 
on the challenges facing humanity, and 
environmental conservation is central 
to that.”

Prosper 
Uwingeli, 
who is Chief 
Warden at 
the Volcanoes 
National Park 
in Rwanda. 
Photo supplied.

By Peter Williams 

'I have much pleasure in testifying to the 
musical ability of Mr. William Ferrier: he 
has a good voice, an excellent ear and a 
ready knowledge of the theory of music.' 
Theodore Ardern, Music Master,
26th November 1890
The College, Chester

WILLIAM Ferrier’s voice and knowledge 
of music certainly seems to have run in 
the family. Ferrier, the man about whom 
this College testimonial was written, was 
the second of three brothers who all 
trained to be teachers at Chester College 
in the late 19th-century, but it is through 
his daughter that his legacy will be best 
remembered.

Indeed, Kathleen Ferrier was to 
progress from humble beginnings to 
become one of the most distinguished 
British singers of the 20th-century.

An accomplished piano player in 
her teens, Kathleen’s success in singing 
competitions across the North was 
followed by semi-professional solo 
engagements and serious vocal training. 

Her career ultimately turned out to be 
one of meteoric success, but tragic brevity. 
She made her first commercial recordings 
in 1944, and in 1946 was chosen by 
Benjamin Britten to sing the title-role 
in the world premiere of his opera The 
Rape of Lucretia at Glyndebourne. Later, 
Britten wrote other parts with her voice 
specifically in mind, including Isaac in 
Abraham and Isaac (with a text adapted 
from the Chester Mystery Plays). 

A special highlight came in 1947, when 
she was chosen by the great conductor 

Bruno Walter to sing the contralto part 
in Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde at the 
very first Edinburgh Festival, and later, 
they performed the work together in New 
York and at the Salzburg Festival. Kathleen 
also toured the United States, appeared 
in concerts in Holland and Scandinavia, 
sang in Bach’s Mass in B Minor in Vienna 
and at the Teatro alla Scala, Milan, and 
undertook the title role in Gluck’s Orfeo at 
Glyndebourne, Amsterdam and Covent 
Garden. 

Her spectacular success was brought 
to a halt in 1951 by an operation to remove 
a lump from her breast and, although she 
attempted to resume her career, her Covent 
Garden appearances in February 1953 were 
her last. She died of cancer in October 1953, 
at the age of 41.

Speculating on how her career might 
have developed had she lived is tempting, 
though inevitably sad. Fortunately, many 
of the numerous recordings she made 
are still easily available and a number of 
biographies have been published, while 
the Kathleen Ferrier Memorial Scholarship, 
remains Britain’s most prestigious award 
for aspiring young professional singers.

William and Alice Ferrier, on holiday 
with daughters Kathleen and Winifred
© Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery.

Kathleen Ferrier in recital. © Blackburn Museum & Art Gallery



FEAturES

JOHN Thomas Looney (pronounced 
Lõney), a student at Chester College 
from 1890-91, is remembered today 
for his contribution to the Shakespeare 
Authorship debate: with respect by those 
who take an anti-Stratfordian view, though 
less so by other scholars. 

In the introduction to “Shakespeare” 
Identified in Edward de Vere, the 
Seventeenth Earl of Oxford, his 551-page 
book on the subject, Looney said that his 
doubts about Shakespeare’s authorship 
began after numerous readings of  The 
Merchant of Venice convinced him that the 
play must have been written by someone 
who had visited Italy and who held the 
acquisition of wealth through business in 
low esteem. 

Having discovered that “there is 
no vestige of evidence that William 
Shakespeare was ever inside of a school 
for a single day” (which is true, but only 
because the Stratford-upon-Avon school 
records of the period have not survived), 
he came to believe that Shakespeare had 
been brought up by parents who were 
ignorant and illiterate, and that he would 

therefore not have been capable of writing 
the works attributed to him. 

His search for an authorship candidate 
led him to Edward de Vere, Earl of 
Oxford, who is known to have written 
both poetry and plays, who travelled in 
Italy, and who had a daughter who was 
at one time expected to marry the Earl of 
Southampton, the dedicatee of Venus and 
Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece. 

Looney’s arguments in favour of 
Oxford’s authorship have convinced 
such luminaries as Sigmund Freud, John 
Galsworthy, Orson Welles and Derek 
Jacobi, and the Oxford hypothesis is still 
quite widely supported, despite difficulties 
highlighted by other scholars.

For instance, why would a man who 
was happy to be known as the author 
of some plays and poems hide his 
authorship? Why would a senior aristocrat 
write fulsome dedications to the much 
younger Earl of Southampton? Why would 
an aristocrat who was the patron of his 
own acting company, the Earl of Oxford’s 
Men, produce work for a rival company, 
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men? And, most 

damagingly, how did Oxford, who died in 
1604, come to write the plays generally 
accepted to have been written later?

Whatever one’s opinion of his 
hypothesis, Looney seems to have been 
a person with some admirable traits. He 
was clearly widely read and his book is 
written in a dignified and highly literate 
style, while his refusal to publish his work 
under a pseudonym, as his publisher 
wished, insisting on using his undeniably 
unfortunate real name, may provoke a 
certain admiration.

Looney died in 1944, at the age of 74.
There is a curious link between Looney 
and the work of the University’s current 
distinguished Professor of Writing and 
Literature, Alan Wall. Professor Wall’s 
short story ‘Dr Freud and Mr Looney’, 
describing a fictional encounter between 
the famous pioneer of psychoanalysis and 
‘the schoolmaster from Gateshead’, may 
be found in the collection Richard Dadd in 
Bedlam & Other Stories, while his novel 
The School of Night also has its basis in 
Shakespearian authorship controversies.

Shakespeare or not Shakespeare?  
that is the question…
it would be the biggest cover-up in literary history. could the works of William Shakespeare really have been 
written by someone else? peter Williams reports on a former student who became one of the leading conspiracy 
theorists in the anti-Shakespeare movement.

The title page of the University library’s copy of “Shakespeare” Identified, signed by the author.
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Graduate trio are fully engaged

Alex cracks the 
Eggheads!
ALEX Williamson wrote himself into 
the television history books by single-
handedly beating the world-renowned 
Eggheads.

Going into the final round of the 
BBC2 hit programme, things were 
looking bleak for Alex, who was the 
only member of his team still standing 
against the Eggheads, five of the most 
intelligent quiz contestants on earth.

Undaunted, however, the English 
graduate answered all of his questions 
correctly to win his team £5,000.

Alex’s team, called The Ratpack, all 
met at the University. He was joined 
by Sam Booth, Shaun Brazendale, 
Aaron Edwards, Callum Reckless, and 
reserve, James Cox.

Alex said: “It was a real team effort 
and I want to stress that. Obviously 
I couldn’t have been there at the end 

without everyone playing their part. 
We definitely didn’t expect to come 
out on top and luck certainly played 
its part – if I’d have gone first, I’d 
have struggled with their questions.”

The victory was greeted with jubi-
lation on their return to Chester, as 
large crowds gathered in the Students’ 
Union to watch the broadcast. 

chester duo 
given royal 
appointment
TWO former students - and Year 
Note secretaries – have been 
awarded MBEs. 

Rod Hunt, the creator and 
author of the Oxford Reading Tree 
programme, received his award at 
Windsor Castle in November ‘for 
services to education, particularly 
children’s literacy’. 

Published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press and sold worldwide, the 
Oxford Reading Tree is used by 
teachers in many primary schools to 
develop children’s reading ability.

Meanwhile, Karen Tonge (née 
Green) was awarded the MBE in the 
New Year’s Honours List for volun-
tary services to table tennis.

A self-employed sports con-
sultant, Karen was Competition 
Manager for the Manchester Com-
monwealth Games in 2002.

In 1997, she became the UK’s 
only woman international table 
tennis referee, and is a Vice-Pres-
ident of the English Table Tennis 
Association. 

From left to 
right, former 
students Ed 
Morris, Marcus 
Lyon and Philip 
Goss, whose 
company, 
2engage, is 
flourishing.               
Photo supplied.

Karen Tonge, who received her 
award for services to table tennis.
Photos supplied.

Rod Hunt after receiving his MBE. 
Photo supplied.

Alex Williamson made television 
history in beating the Eggheads.

A COMPANY established by three 
graduates with a real dramatic flair has 
grown from humble beginnings into an 
established drama group.

2engage, which has recently moved 
into a new home at the University’s 
Kingsway Buildings, has been flourish-
ing under the guidance of Ed Morris, 
Philip Goss and Marcus Lyon.

The company has grown rapidly 
since it was set up following the trio’s 
graduation in 2004, and works with a 
number of partners across the North-
West, using drama as a tool for educa-
tion and improved understanding.

Among the projects undertaken are 
a performance piece for Connexions 
relating to teenage pregnancy, and a 
production with St John’s Ambulance 

Cheshire Young Carers.
Marcus, who studied Drama 

and Theatre Studies with Media for 
Performance, said: “We have taken 
on another contract from Aimhigher, 
so it’s going great. We believe that 
drama can be a fantastic tool to help 
people to understand and experience a 
situation.” 

The idea for the group came during 
their degree programme, during which 
they enjoyed delivering performance 
workshops in schools.

The group enjoys close links with 
the Performing Arts Department to this 
day, engaging in Knowledge Transfer 
activities, organising workshops on 
student visit days, and hosting students 
on placements.



Howard in high-profile tV series
DR Howard Williams joined the likes of Michael 
Portillo, Cherie Blair and Rageh Omaar for a 
provocative television series, exploring the 
history and global impact of Christianity.

Howard, a Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, 
featured in the third episode of Channel 4’s 
Christianity: A History.

Dr Williams was involved as an expert in 
the archaeology of the pagan Anglo-Saxons and 
their conversion to Christianity. 

StAFF MAttErS
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Bill’s a jolly 
good fellow
BILL Hughes was awarded an 
Honorary Fellowship in English, in 
recognition of his 34 years of 
service to the institution.

Bill, who retired last year, said: 
“The award of an Honorary Fel-
lowship is a considerable privi-
lege, particularly in English, in 
which distinguished Department I 
spent most of my working life. I’m 
delighted that my association with 
the University, and the Depart-
ment, has now been made a per-
manent one.”

Honorary Fellow in English, Bill 
Hughes.

Strictly come 
dancing creator 
at Warrington
THE man behind the Strictly Come 
Dancing phenomenon discussed 
BBC Worldwide’s role in a global 
media world, during his annual 
lecture at the Warrington campus.

Wayne Garvie, who is BBC 
Worldwide’s Director of Content 
and Production and a Visiting Pro-
fessor in Media, reflected on the 
role of BBC Worldwide in a global 
context during the lecture in the 
North West Media Centre.

As the BBC’s Head of Entertain-
ment, Wayne was the brainchild 
behind a number of hit shows, 
including Dragon’s Den and Strictly 
Come Dancing.  

He actively supported the 
international roll-out of Strictly to 
more than 25 countries around the 
world.

time team archaeologist arrives 
during Viking invasion
AN archaeologist from Channel 4’s Time Team has joined the History and Archaeology 
Department as a Visiting Research Associate.

Faye Simpson, who previously worked for the Portable Antiquities Scheme and the 
Museum of London, combines her role with the completion of a PhD at the University of 
Exeter into the efficacy of community archaeology in the UK and USA.

She is using Chester as a case study for her research, analysing the Grosvenor Park 
archaeology project in which students have been participating.
Her arrival coincides with teaching and research experiencing a new Viking invasion, 
thanks to two distinguished experts who have also joined the Department.

After conducting years of research in partnership with the University’s Dr Howard 
Williams, Dr Martin Rundkvist and Dr Eva Thäte have arrived as Visiting Research Fellow 
and Visiting Research Associate respectively.

A second member of Time Team has also joined the University. Stewart Ainsworth, a 
Senior Investigator in English Heritage’s Research Department and one of the leading 
national specialists in landscape archaeology in the country, is now a Visiting Research 
Fellow.

5,500 years of loyal service
THE dedication of loyal staff over 
a period totalling more than five 
millennia was recognised with a 
celebration of long service.

As part of the institution’s 
170th anniversary, 332 current 
staff, who have worked for 
between 10 and 43 years at the 
University and its predecessor 
institutions, were honoured at a 
special service in the Chapel.

Almost a quarter of the 1,570 
staff now at the University have 
10 or more years’ service; 47 
staff have 25 plus years’ behind 
them, and three have been 
employed for more than 40 years 
continuously.

Professor Tim Wheeler, the Vice-Chancellor, said: “To have almost a quarter of our 
workforce demonstrating such loyalty and commitment is quite significant and we have 
acknowledged their contribution to University life in a number of ways.”

Dr Malcolm Rhodes, Senior Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(centre), with some of the staff who have served 
between 25 and 42 years.

Dr Howard Williams (left) and Robert Beckford 
(right) at Sutton Hoo. Photo supplied.
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Students strip for charity calendarBrave Holly’s 
PM backing
A COURAGEOUS student’s three-
year wait for a life-saving kidney 
transplant has ended with tears of 
joy and relief.

After receiving her life-chang-
ing phone call, Holly Shaw, an 
Early Childhood Studies student 
at the Warrington campus, has 
stepped up her drive to encour-
age more people to sign the Organ 
Donor Register.

As part of her campaign, which 
included a national Donor Day in 
April, Holly even received a per-
sonal endorsement from the Prime 
Minister, Gordon Brown, who 
said: “I want to give my support 
and thanks to Holly Shaw and all 
those involved in her campaign. 
Joining the Organ Donor Register 
is a selfless act of kindness which 
can save many lives and offer new 
hope for potentially thousands of 
families across the country.”

Holly said: “I am very lucky my 
story has a happy ending, but for 
others this is not always the case, 
as there is still a major shortage of 
organ donors. I will be eternally 
grateful for my gift of life and 
intend to live life to the full now 
that I have been given a second 
chance.”

Student Holly Shaw is 
campaigning for more people to 
sign the Organ Donor Register.

Marika’s got the x Factor
THIRD year student Marika Beckford had 
X-Factor fans raving about her star poten-
tial after she wowed Simon Cowell at the 
show’s Birmingham auditions. 

Marika’s appearance in the final 50 of 
the hit TV show could be just the begin-
ning of what she hopes will be a journey 
to superstardom, after her performance 
of Amazing Grace became the talk of 
internet message boards.

She said: “More than 200,000 people 
auditioned, so I really didn’t expect to 
get as far as I did. Simon’s feedback was 
great validation for me. You do doubt 
yourself and it’s so nerve-wracking, but 
to receive that kind of feedback was ter-
rific.

“Simon really has a presence and a 
special aura about him, while Cheryl 
(Cole) and Dannii (Minogue) are exactly 
like they seem on screen – very sweet 
and petite. Louis (Walsh) really makes 
me chuckle, bless him!”

Students who took part in the Apprentice-style competition, with organiser  
Dr Mark Bendall (back row, left).

Marika Beckford wowed X Factor fans 
with her performance of Amazing 
Grace.

STUDENTS from the University’s sports 
teams got their kits off for a calendar 
to increase awareness of testicular 
cancer, as part of an Apprentice-style 
competition to raise money for charity.

Provisional interest in the calendar 
proved to be so great that extra copies 
had to be printed ahead of the official 
launch in the CSU bar. 

The calendar was the brainchild of a 
group of Communications Studies stu-
dents, who competed against another 
group to see who could raise the most 
money for a good cause. 

The second group, campaigning for 
Breast Cancer Care, organised a ‘pink’ 
hijack night at the Students’ Union, includ-
ing face painting, raffles and pink food.
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Blaze of glory for trans-Atlantic 
fire campaign launch
WITH the help of students, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service launched a 
pioneering and innovative campaign about the dangers of too much alcohol and 
fire. 

The provocative campaign, promoting the life-saving value of smoke alarms 
in rented accommodation both in Cheshire and in the USA, included a specially 
commissioned online ‘viral marketing’ presentation and the filmed reconstruction 
of a fire in student accommodation.

The initiative was launched by University volunteers under the Eastgate Clock 
in Chester city centre, while 
the link-up with colleagues 
in America was highlighted 
by the launch of the National 
Campus Fire Safety Month, 
on Capitol Hill, Washington.

In the UK, smoking mate-
rials and candles have been 
the cause of 1,900 student 
injuries over the past five 
years.

James Kirkby, Chester 
Students’ Union President, 
said: “These sophisticated, 
yet simple messages have a 
cheeky edge, which appeals 
to students, and perfectly 
reinforces our own priorities 
for safeguarding students’ 
health and welfare.”

Jessica’s catwalk 
to the courtroom
A BUDDING legal eagle proved that brains and 
beauty do mix when she took part in the Miss 
Universe UK final.

Jessica O’Neill, who is studying Business with 
Criminology, was thrilled to be one of 40 finalists 
competing for the coveted title.

However, although Jessica has done well in 
previous beauty contests, having won Miss Wir-
ral 2007 to qualify for the Miss England final, she 
does not view her full-time career in the modelling 
world.

Instead, she has ambitions of becoming a top 
level barrister.

She explained: “If I was offered the chance to do 
some part-time modelling, that would be great, but 
I don’t really want to have a career as a model. I’d 
love to be a barrister, and I hope to follow that path 
after I’ve graduated.”

Jessica is also a keen volunteer, spending a day 
a week at Ellesmere Port police station, where she 
is currently helping to develop an initiative to safe-
guard the welfare of children using the internet. 

Laura proves she’s Gok style
FOR Laura Wigley, a placement 
at a London PR agency turned 
from good work experience into a 
fantastic, once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to meet fashion guru, Gok Wan.

Laura, a Communication Studies 
student, was on a work placement 
with 3 Monkeys Communications 
in London when she was given the 
chance to have a working lunch 
with Gok.  

In the fast lane with Lewis
TELEVISION Production students 
Jessica Cleary and Ana Montes Lage 
met some of the world’s sporting 
icons – including Lewis Hamilton 
– after securing a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to work behind the 
scenes at the BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year Awards. 

Jessica and Ana, who study at 
the Warrington campus, enjoyed 
the kind of experience most bud-
ding TV workers can only dream 
about, as they shadowed the BBC’s 
Saj Chowdhury during the Awards 
evening, held at the Liverpool Echo 
Arena as part of the city’s Capital 
of Culture year.

Ana Montes Lage (left) and 
Jessica Cleary (right) met F1 world 
champion, Lewis Hamilton, at the 
BBC Sports Personality of the Year 
Awards. Photo supplied.

return to Halkyn Mountain
STAFF and students completed 
fieldwork for the second stage of 
an ambitious project to learn more 
about a nationally-recognised 
historic landscape in North Wales.

First-year Archaeology stu-
dents carried out intensive survey 
work on the mining landscape at 
Halkyn Mountain, which preserves 
a unique and distinctive ore field 
area that would have been a hive 
of activity in the late 17th to 19th-
centuries.

Students release 18 balloons, representing the 
number of students killed in fires in America 
during the last academic year, at 9am on 9/9 at 
the Eastgate Clock.

Jessica O’Neill has her sights 
set on the Miss Universe UK 
crown.    Photo supplied.



FOR the staff and students who took 
part in Chester Aid to the Homeless’ 
(CATH) annual sleep-out, the nine 
hours they spent braving the sub-zero 
temperatures is an experience that will 
live long in the memory.

Starting at 9pm on a freezing cold 
night, the group huddled into sleeping 
bags and makeshift cardboard ‘houses’ 
in Friary Car Park on Grosvenor Street, 

sleeping rough until 6am the following 
morning.

Nola Harrison, who took part in 
the event, said: “The thought of not 
knowing where my next meal is com-
ing from – and whether I would get 
one at all – is frightening. It’s terrible 
that there are so many people in that 
position.

“I’ve seen first-hand the services 
that CATH offers to the home-
less, and I think they are 
doing a fantastic job. 

“In what position would 
the homeless people of Ches-
ter be without them? It was a 
humbling experience, and has 
widened my perspective on 
life, giving me the encourage-
ment and motivation to help 
those less fortunate in the 
future.”

The University contingent 
raised more than £500 for 
CATH, which provides care, 
shelter, advice and support 
to homeless people in the 
Chester area.

VoLuntEErS In FocuS 
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conservation 
gallops ahead
GREEN-FINGERED volunteers have 
been making a real difference to 
the environment across the region, 
and giving race-goers to Haydock 
Park a grand day out into the 
bargain!

As part of National Volunteer-
ing Week, staff and students spent 
the day at Beacon Park, near Liv-
erpool, taking part in a range of 
environmental activities, including 
the gathering of the hazel which is 
used to make the hurdles at Hay-
dock racecourse.

The event was the latest in a 
series undertaken by the volun-
teers. Previously they carried out 
work to help save the Natterjack 
toad and mining bee, while otters 
living in Chester’s Caldy Val-
ley are enjoying life in their very 
own deluxe penthouse apartment, 
thanks to their efforts.

national gong 
for Julie

JULIE Illingworth scooped a national 
award for her dedicated volunteer work 
helping offenders on the path towards 
rehabilitation.

Julie beat off competition from across 
the UK to win a Student Volunteer Award 
at the Higher Education Volunteering 
Awards.

One of just 18 prize winners chosen 
from more than 750 entries, she was rec-
ognised for devoting more than 500 hours 
to working voluntarily with Cheshire 
Probation Service and other organisations 
on placements which included mentoring 
offenders with mental health problems.

Sub-zero sleep-out for charity

Volunteers enjoy their red 
carpet extravaganza

The volunteers who were recognised at the Awards Evening. Photo supplied.

AFTER the glitz and glamour of the 
Oscars and the BRIT Awards, the 
red carpet came to Chester for the v 
Awards, a celebration of the Univer-
sity’s volunteers and volunteers from 
across Cheshire.

Complete with VIP guest list and 
entertainment aplenty, a touch of 
A-list flamboyance was added to the 
annual evening, which is tradition-
ally held to recognise the thousands 
of hours of volunteering carried out 

by the University’s staff and students, 
but was this year expanded to include 
volunteers from partner organisations 
across West Cheshire.

The evening concluded with the 
handing out of certificates to the 
volunteers by Chris Hindley, Chief 
Executive of Youth Federation, while 
a charity raffle raised money for the 
Joshua Tree Foundation, a charity 
providing support to children with 
terminal cancer and their families. 

Award-winning volunteer, Julie 
Illingworth.

Claire Britton, the University’s Volunteer 
Co-ordinator (far right), and student volunteer, Nola 
Harrison (far left), with fellow sleep-out participants 
Marcus McCabe (second left) and Matt Adams 
(second right).  Photo supplied.
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A SIGNIFICANT proportion of the Univer-
sity’s research has been declared to be of 
international quality by the Research 
Assessment Exercise 2008.

The RAE 2008 saw a significant 
improvement across the 10 Units of 
Assessment (UOA) – or categories – into 
which submissions were made, with 
every UOA containing work that was 
deemed to be of international excellence:
•	 In	eight	UOAs,	more	than	50%	of	

research was deemed to be of inter-
nationally-recognised quality.

•	 100%	of	Drama,	Dance	and	
Performing Arts research was 
assessed as internationally-recog-
nised quality, internationally excel-
lent, or world-leading.

•	 45%	of	History	research	has	been	
marked as world-leading or interna-
tionally-excellent in terms of origi-

nality, significance and rigour.
•	 In	Sports-Related	Studies,	English	

Language and Literature, Theology, 
Divinity and Religious Studies, and 
Drama, Dance and Performing Arts, 
at	least	20%	of	the	research	was	
assessed as internationally-excellent.

cHEStEr LEAdS tHE WAy

rAE 2008 results praise 
international research

the two ronnies help heart health 
‘LAUGHTER therapy’ is becoming an integral part of heart attack recovery treatment, 
according to researchers who found that watching a 30-minute episode of The Two 
Ronnies can significantly improve a patient’s cardiovascular rehabilitation.

The study by the University’s Centre for Exercise and Nutrition Science (CENS) 
found that watching a comedy for 30 minutes prior to attending cardiac rehabilitation 
(CVR) significantly reduced the anxiety, stress, depression and general health scores 
of participants over an eight-week period, compared to patients who just underwent 
standard rehabilitation sessions in the same programme.

dnA from 
feathers 
marks genetic 
breakthrough
THE forensic techniques associated 
with crime scene investigations 
have been used for the first time to 
extract DNA from the feathers of 
one of the world’s most endangered 
species.

As part of ground-breaking 
research, the complete mitochon-
drial genome of the Piping guan is 
being sequenced for the first time 
ever.

Native to Trinidad, the Piping 
guan is classified as a critically-
endangered species. There are 
believed to be only 200 left in the 
wild but the bird is a symbol of 
great pride on the island, and even 
appears on its stamps.

Previous studies have only par-
tially sequenced genes, and nor-
mally use invasive blood and tissue 
samples, but Dr Ian McDowall, 
Forensic Biology Programme Leader, 
and Dr Lottie Hosie, a behavioural 
biologist, devised a robust, non-
invasive method of extracting DNA 
from moulted feathers.

The DNA is now being extracted 
by PhD student Louise Robinson, 
who has already sequenced and 
analysed data corresponding to sev-
eral key genes in the Piping guan’s 
mitochondrial genome.

PhD student, Louise Robinson.

‘World class’ teams heralded
THE Student Support and Guidance and Careers and Employability teams have 
been declared ‘world class’ after being awarded the maximum five stars in a 
rigorous assessment by one of Europe’s leading quality management organisations.

The high-profile recognition was 
the first time that any university in the 
United Kingdom was awarded five stars 
at Recognised for Excellence level by the 
British Quality Foundation (BQF), the UK 
national partner of the European Founda-
tion for Quality Management (EFQM).

Mark Bell, Levels of Excellence 
Manager for BQF, said: “You have every 
reason to be proud of this achieve-
ment, as five-star organisations are few 
and far between. Indeed, you are the 
first UK university to achieve five stars 
through Recognised for Excellence. This 
is in the region of world class.”

From L-R: Dr Lesley Cooke; Dr Malcolm 
Rhodes; Paula Harrison; Aliya Shah; and Dr 
Judith Done.

Pictured L-R: Professor Celia Deane Drummond; 
Professor Chris Walsh; Professor Neville Ford; 
Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor; David 
Balsamo; Professor Roy Alexander.
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Advertising students are on 
message for nHS Warrington

A HARD-hitting campaign, to raise awareness among young people in Warrington 
about the links between excessive alcohol consumption and high-risk sexual 
behaviour, has been designed by Advertising students at the Warrington campus.

The students have completed a year-long project in partnership with NHS War-
rington to develop an advertising and communications strategy highlighting the 
connection between excessive drinking and sexual behaviour that could result in 
sexually transmitted infections and unplanned pregnancies.

The results of the project could soon be featured on billboards, bus shelters, in 
nightclubs, and on the side of the town’s taxis and buses.

David Rutherford, the Advertising Programme Leader, said: “This project is 
one of several active collaborations between the Advertising programme and the 
local community. These projects seek to give students both practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience in the design and development of a contemporary advertising cam-
paign, while simultaneously fostering their involvement in their communities.”

Jane Knight, Health Improvement Specialist for NHS Warrington, said: “The 
work the students have produced has given us an invaluable insight into the atti-
tudes, beliefs and behaviour of young people living in Warrington.

“Using the insightful work of the students, we will be able to produce a truly 
effective, targeted and meaningful campaign.”

transforming 
the uK’s rural 
energy supply
THE University-backed Going 
Carbon Neutral project in Ashton 
Hayes, Cheshire, is at the centre of a 
pioneering renewable energy ‘micro-
grid’ model that could revolutionise 
the way in which power is generated 
in rural communities. 

Thanks to an £86,558 grant from 
Carbon Connections UK, a feasibility 
study has been conducted into a new 
approach for generating and distribut-
ing electricity.

The study could have far-reaching 
implications for UK rural communi-
ties. A ‘microgrid’ would see buildings 
continue to take power from conven-
tional sources, while also generating 
their own energy using renewable 
methods.

Buildings involved in any potential 
‘microgrid’ could also trade renew-
able energy generated between them-
selves, and any excess power could be 
sold back to the conventional supplier 
to help balance energy consumption 
and generation within the area.

The Ashton Hayes project has 
been a global trailblazer with its 
campaign to become the first carbon 
neutral village in England. It is regu-
larly held up as a model to follow on 
the world stage, has received attention 
from the global media, and was vis-
ited by Hilary Benn MP, Secretary of 
State for Defra.

From left to right, students Ashley Freeman, Steve Marsh, Sasha Dearden, Abigail 
Martin-Coldwell and Stephen Dagnall, with a selection of their designs.

Professor Roy Alexander (right), 
the project’s Technical Director, with 
Hilary Benn MP at the primary school 
in Ashton Hayes, which has installed 
a wind turbine and solar panels.
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Minister addresses prestigious public sector conference
THE University and Wirral Council co-hosted the pres-
tigious North of England Education Conference (NEEC) 
2009, held in Wirral and Chester.

With keynote speakers including Ed Balls MP, Secre-
tary of State for Children, Schools and Families, a major 
theme of the Conference was the need for local authori-
ties to respond to the government’s Every Child Matters 
agenda, which requires trans-professional collaboration 

between those involved in delivering Children’s Services, 
including teachers, social workers, nurses and police 
officers.

The University has responded to Every Child Matters 
by developing a post-graduate programme in Multi-Pro-
fessional Leadership, aimed at staff with new responsi-
bilities in that field.

Policing degree trains 
cheshire’s new officers
A PIONEERING partnership between the University and Cheshire Constabulary 
has launched a new Foundation Degree in Policing at the Warrington campus.

Typically delivered over two years, the FD now provides the initial training to 
every new officer who joins Cheshire Constabulary, incorporating and accrediting 
the Force’s Initial Learning and Development Programme.

The Programme is believed to be unique, in that it is delivered by the police 
on a university campus, is accredited by the University, and includes elements 
unlike other work-based programmes, particularly those that are conducted pre-
employment.

By completing the degree, officers receive a formal, transferable, Higher Edu-
cation qualification which reflects the range of academic, vocational, intellectual 
and practical skills they have gained over the course of their training.

During a showcase of the programme, distinguished guests, including Robin 
Field-Smith, Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary, were given the opportunity 
to view a number of simulated training scenarios, including a medical emergency, 
a ‘stop and search’ for an offensive weapon, a breath test of a suspected drunk 
driver, a home visit, and the management of anti-social behaviour.

David Balsamo, Dean of Social Science, said: “From the inception of the 
Foundation Degree, through to the validation and delivery of the programme, 
colleagues in the Constabulary, the Faculty and the University have collaborated 
closely to produce a programme of study that provides a unique educational 
experience for Police Officers who are at the start of their career. 

“The distinctiveness of the programme is strongly rooted in its nature as a col-
laborative venture, with which the Faculty is immensely proud to be involved.” 

Warrington 
Wolves sign 
shirt deal
AS part of a long-term part-
nership, the University and 
Warrington Wolves RLFC agreed 
a deal for the University to be the 
club’s ‘back of shirt’ sponsor for 
the 2009 season.

The University has its logo on 
the back of the Wolves’ home 
and away shirts throughout the 
season’s engage Super League 
campaign.

The deal further strengthens 
well-established links between 
the University and the Wolves – 
the club recently began using the 
Warrington campus as a training 
centre.

Warrington Wolves star 
Michael Monaghan (centre), 
models the club’s 2009 home 
and away shirts, with Sunny 
Kang, Students’ Union Vice-
President (Warrington), left, and 
James Kirkby, Students’ Union 
President, right.Jayne Barrett, from BBC North-West Tonight, filming a stop-and-search scenario 

during the showcase of the Foundation Degree in Policing.
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Education & children’s Services on the world stage
STAFF and students in the Faculty of Education and Children’s Services have this 
academic year been working with international experts from more than a dozen 
countries around the world.

This internationalisation has led to a growing profile in every corner of the 
globe, with links being established in countries including Lithuania, Japan, New 
Zealand, Brazil, The Netherlands, Finland, Palestine, Poland and South Africa. 

This globalisation enables students and staff to become inter-culturally com-
petent, aware of, sensitive to and knowledgeable about, other countries and cul-
tures. 

The Faculty’s tradition of work in Europe continues to expand with recent 
visits by Faculty members from the Pedagogical Institute of Krakow, Poland; 
the University of Jyvaskyla, Finland; BMHC, Belgium; the University of Utrecht, 
Netherlands; Escola 
Stefanini, Italy; and the 
University of Linkopings, 
Sweden.

Partnership beyond 
Europe is also strong 
and includes the signing 
of Memoranda of Co-
operation with the Uni-
versity of Pretoria, South 
Africa, and the University 
of Bethlehem, Palestine, 
and initial exploratory 
talks with a joint research 
team from the University 
of Canterbury, New Zea-
land and the University of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Archbishop’s support for ugandan project

THE Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu, 
Archbishop of York, visited the Chester campus to support a 
fund-raising event which will help experts from the Univer-
sity and the Countess of Chester Hospital deliver nurse and 
midwifery training to Ugandan professionals.

The Archbishop’s visit follows the establishment of the 
Kisiizi-Chester Project, which aims to develop long-term links 
between the Church of Uganda Kisiizi Hospital, the Countess of 
Chester Hospital and the University, and will enable the institu-
tions to share skills, knowledge, information and experience.

During his visit to the Westminster Building, the Archbishop 
officially named one of the Faculty of Health and Social Care’s 
purpose-built clinical skills labs, in recognition of the Univer-
sity’s close links with Kisiizi. 

unIVErSIty GoInG GLoBAL

Going global: taking chester across the world
The University of Chester is a truly global institution, with partners and friends in all corners of 
the world. The Cestrian takes a closer look at some of the international work that has taken place 
in the past year…

Bahrain training centre
THE University is exploring 
the possibility of developing an 
international collaboration with 
the Bahrain Training Centre, 
with the potential to deliver a 
wide range of joint programmes, 
including a part-time MBA. 

Saudi Arabian It Link
A Memorandum of Understanding 
with Fahad Bin Sultan University, 
based in Tabuk, could lead to 
University of Chester Computer 
Science and Information Systems 
degree courses being offered in 
Saudi Arabia. 

texas opportunity for 
nurses
THE Faculty of Health and Social 
Care has created a relationship 
with Memorial Hermann 
Southwest Hospital, in Houston, 
Texas, which will provide 
qualified UK nurses with an 
opportunity to acquire new skills 
and experience. 

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu, 
Archbishop of York, signing the University’s Visitors’ Book, 
pictured with Professor Tim Wheeler, the Vice-Chancellor.

Professor Allan Owens with pupils from Bokan 
Menkamp school in South Africa, following a drama 
workshop. Photo supplied.
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nEW cSu BuILdInG In PIcturES

new £2 million chester Students’ union building 
and refurbished bar
THE Chester Students’ Union (CSU) is now operating out of 
its brand new headquarters after £2 million was invested in 
the construction of a two-storey building and completely refur-
bished bar called CH1.

The new building hosts a shop, rooms for clubs and socie-
ties, offices for sabbatical officers, and a meeting room, while 
the bar has been given a contemporary look and feel.

The building, which replaces the 1960s De Bunsen Centre, 
has been widely welcomed by students. The CSU facilities have 
also been further expanded by the opening of a new shop on 
campus, selling official University clothing and merchandise.
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FEAturESIn MEMorIAMAnnuAL rEunIonS 2008 rEVISItEd

reunions revisited
IndIAn SuMMEr A PErFEct rEunIon 
BAcKdroP…

THE Annual Reunion 2008 of the Cestrian Association was held 
on the weekend of September 12 to 14 when, after a distinctly 
indifferent summer, former students were able to enjoy warmth 
and sunshine as they revisited the Chester campus.  

Friday saw the special reunion of the ‘Fifty Years On’ Group 
from 1958, which was organised in exemplary fashion by Rod 
Hunt MBE, a member of the 1958 Mid-Year Group.

The full Reunion began with the Annual General Meeting of 
the Association, chaired by the Vice-Chancellor and attended by 
25 members.

 The Vice-Chancellor’s report outlined developments at the 
University over the previous year, including the upcoming gradu-
ation of the first cohort of students to receive University of Ches-
ter, rather than University of Liverpool, degrees.

He also reiterated his view that there was a need for the 
Alumni Association to develop a higher profile and greater vis-
ibility. A review had begun and the intention was to consult 
more widely about proposed changes. 

The Registrar reported that the current year was one of tran-
sition, as the Cestrian Association and POSA came together to 
form the new University of Chester Alumni Association. 

Members of the Executive Committee agreed to remain in 
their posts for another year while a new committee structure 
was developed. All new graduates automatically become mem-
bers of the Association and have access to The Cestrian online, 
although printed copies will in future only be sent to members 
paying a subscription. The meeting concluded with Geriant 
Lang’s demonstration of developments to the Association’s web-
site.

After the AGM, attendees enjoyed a Chapel Reunion Service, 
a campus tour, and socialising with old friends. In the evening, 
the Annual Reunion Dinner took place, with Rod Hunt MBE con-
tributing a much-appreciated after-dinner speech. 

It was pleasing that the evening session was attended by 
some rather more recent graduates than in the past, including a 
group who had only left 10 years previously. 

…WHILE PEnuLtIMAtE PoSA 
rEunIon oFFErS A cHAncE For 
rEFLEctIon And AntIcIPAtIon

FOLLOWING the success of the 2006 Reunion, which 
celebrated 60 years of the Padgate campus, the 
numbers attending the Reunions of 2007 and 2008 
were a little disappointing, although members present 
enjoyed themselves, and the meals and entertainment 
were as good as ever. 

 At the 2008 Reunion, we again sadly stood in 
memory of another strong supporter of POSA, Ber-
nard Boyes. He joined the Association as a staff mem-
ber, continued as a member following his retirement, 
and was unanimously elected a Vice President. He is 
greatly missed. 

The year’s Awards, presented earlier at Chester, 
went to: Kay Herring Award (Design) – James Swin-
burne; Lance Dobson Trophy (Student Most Support-
ive of Fellow Students) – Sally Moran; and the Joyce 
Martin Award (Highest Achiever) – Mark Iddon.

At the AGM, members listened carefully to a 
statement from the Executive, informing them of 
important changes to the Association. The Cestrian 
Association and POSA were to be united, with all 
Chester and Warrington graduates automatically 
becoming members of the new University of Chester 
Alumni Association. 

The new Executive was to have representatives 
from both campuses and a Development Plan would 
be put in place, honouring all commitments (includ-
ing the Padgate Awards). Members present agreed 
that this was the right way to progress.  

The evening’s entertainment was as successful as 
ever. The raffle prizes were split to give those attend-
ing only the evening the opportunity to take part, and 
£178 was raised.

The 2009 Reunion will be the last official POSA 
Reunion, and will be a celebration of all that POSA 
has meant over the years. It has been brought for-
ward by one week, to avoid clashing with Chester, to 
Saturday, 5th September 2009. 

If you haven’t received your booking form by mid-
July, please contact Ian, Dave or myself. We want this 
to be the most successful Reunion of recent years, so 
please spread the word to every ex-Padgate person 
you know.

If you haven’t attended for a while, why not come 
and see the many changes, meet up with your friends 
and enjoy an excellent Reunion Lunch. I hope to see 
you there.

Elsie Newton
Honorary Secretary
(Contact: 0151-525-2228)

Members of the 1953 year at the 2008 Annual Reunion. 
Photo supplied. 
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In Memoriam
JAcK cooMBE
(1947)
It is with sadness that I report the 
death in hospital of Jack Coombe 
(1927-2008) on 14th December 2008.

Jack was an all-round sportsman, 
but I particularly remember him for 
his ability in the College Soccer XI 
of 1946-47, when, as right wing, I 
witnessed his formidable partnership 
with Clarrie Barker (sadly also no 
longer with us). 

As skipper, I was delighted that 
Jack chose soccer rather than rugby, 
being equally talented at both games. 
When summer came along, he played 
cricket, shining with bat and ball. 

Jack’s whole life was dominated by 
sport. He shone in all sports at Barrow 
Grammar School and was a star player 
for Furness RU Club, breaking records, 
before joining Barrow, where his 
career continued to flourish.

He taught at Oxford Street Junior 
School before and after National 
Service and remained there until 
1967, before becoming Deputy Head 
at Abbotsmead Junior School until 
retirement in 1986.

Jack was Coach and Secretary of 
Barrow Schools FA, where Emlyn 
Hughes and Gary Stevens, future 
internationals, came under his 
tutelage. He became a life member 
of the Cumbria Schools’ Football 
Association.

He leaves Margaret, his wife of 57 
years, daughters Jennifer and Judith, 
and also their children.  

Moses Jones

HArry GLoVEr
(1953)
Harry Glover died in hospital on 7th 
November, 2008, aged 76.  

Born in St Helens and a lifelong 
supporter of St. Helens Rugby 
League team, Harry attended Cowley 
Grammar School at the same time 
as Stan Rooney and Lewis Reece, 
and the fact that Lewis played for St 
Helens always gave Harry great pride. 

Orphaned in his teens, Harry lived 
with an aunt and uncle before going 
to Chester.  

A mathematician and scientist, 
Harry was a stalwart member of 
the College chess team and we both 
remembered our match against the 
Chester City Club, when we were 
introduced to playing against the 
clock!   Harry’s teaching career 
commenced in Liverpool, but before 
long he came to feel that his vocation 
was in the Church, and he became a 
curate in Fareham, Hampshire, where 
he met his wife, Brenda.  

Sadly, his wish to undertake 
missionary work overseas was 
unsuccessful and he determined on 
a change of career, going to work for 
Plessey as a computer programmer. 
For a time he was involved in the 
establishment of a new traffic light 
system for the city of London.  

He returned to living and teaching 
in the Wallasey area, but after some 
years he had to take early retirement 
on sickness grounds. His telephone 
conversations and letters were always 
a joy for his many friends.  Long 
were the ‘battles’ we enjoyed over 
the benefits or otherwise of being 
a Lancastrian or a Yorkshireman! 
Harry’s funeral service was held in 
Wallasey and Alan Heaton and Stuart 
Osborne attended on our behalf.  Our 
sympathy was expressed to Brenda 
and their only son, Mark.
 

Alwyn Peel

rALPH GrEEn
Ralph Green was appointed lecturer 
in French and Linguistics at Chester 
College in September 1964 and 
enjoyed a full and varied career until 
his early retirement through ill health 
in 1989.
Brought up in Scarborough, Ralph 
completed National Service in the 
Intelligence Corps, spending time 
in Egypt, before reading Modern 
Languages in French and German at 
Christ’s College, Cambridge. He was 
a gifted linguist and gained first class 
honours in the French oral exam. 
After completing his PGCE, he took 
up a post at Berkhamsted School and 

also spent two years working for the 
British Council in Vietnam.

At Chester College, he taught in 
the French Department under Eric 
Pickup and later Barney Emerson, and 
specialised in French Language and 
19th-century French Literature, where 
his great interest lay in the poetry of 
Baudelaire. Later, he was to head up 
the PGCE course in Languages, and 
within the Education Department 
specialised in the teaching of reading. 
His preparedness to diversify saw him 
studying at the University of Liverpool 
for a degree in Public Administration, 
with a view to building up a new 
programme of study at Chester.

A staunch supporter of the College 
Chapel, Ralph was also a long-serving 
elected member of Academic Board, 
the Secretary of Academic Council 
for a number of years, a key member 
of the ATCDE, and Chairman of 
NATFHE. Ralph was also deeply 
involved in educational affairs outside 
College, as Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of Lache Infant and Junior 
Schools, and as an active supporter of 
the Campaign for State Education in 
Chester.

With the Liberal and Liberal 
Democrat parties, he stood for 
election as Chester MP in the two 
general elections in 1974 and then for 
the West Cheshire constituency in the 
first European Parliamentary Election 
in 1979. He was also a committed 
member of Chester Civic Trust.

Ralph retained a lifelong interest 
in the theatre, was a keen tennis and 
squash player, and loved travel: In 
his later years he enjoyed going to 
see his son Jonathan and his family 
in Ecuador, visiting the Galapagos 
Islands, where Jonathan was a guide, 
and travelling widely elsewhere in 
South America.

For those of us who knew him 
as a colleague, we remember his 
great humanity and his concern for 
students. As colleagues, we knew 
his infinite kindness and concern 
for us, and his loyalty to the French 
Department.

Ralph was, above all, a family man. 
His marriage to Pat lasted almost 50 
years, and theirs was a partnership 
of great strength and mutual support. 
Ralph was also devoted to his children 
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– Ruth, Caroline, Jonathan and Emma 
– and to his grandchildren, and was 
so proud of their many achievements.

For those of us who were fortunate 
enough to know Ralph, he is a man 
who will always be remembered with 
great regard and affection.  

Mary Best

PEtEr HArrISon
(1956)
I met Peter a few weeks before we 
started at Chester. For a time, he 
was on the staff of Ellesmere Port 
Grammar School. After his marriage 
broke up many years ago, Peter 
was left with three young sons, and 
although he collapsed while playing 
squash four years ago and was found 
to have a serious medical problem, 
he was well enough to attend our 50 
Years Reunion in 2006 and the 2007 
September Reunion. 

Brian McDermott

GILBErt (StAn)  HoLLoWAy
It is with great sadness that I 
report the death of our dear friend 
Stan Holloway.  Stan had been in 
residential care for the past few 
years, and, after a short illness, died 
in hospital on 16th February, 2009.  
He attended many of our reunions 
and will be remembered with great 
affection as a rather shy, private 
person, and a real gentleman in every 
sense of the word.

David Lewis

norMAn JoBSon (1953)
Norman Jobson died in September 
2007, but I only received news of 
this some months later when his 
daughter found my address among 
his papers.  Small in stature but big 
in heart, Norman was a very friendly 
guy and he and I enjoyed each other’s 
company a good deal during our 
College days.  

He enjoyed watching sport, as well 

as rowing as a member of the College 
eight.  Living and working in County 
Durham all his life, he was a great 
Sunderland supporter, so when in the 
early ‘60s they were drawn in the FA 
Cup against my own team, Doncaster 
Rovers, I journeyed to Sunderland and 
attended the game with him, but he 
did not share my delight when Don-
caster won and caused a cup upset! 

Norman was one of a group of six 
of us who enjoyed a summer holiday 
in Austria after leaving College and I 
was pleased to be able to share with 
his daughter some photographs of 
this, plus some taken at College, all of 
which she had never seen before. 

I also have pleasant memories 
of a very good lunch meeting at the 
Durham County Cricket ground some 
years later, which we shared with Eric 
Henderson and Eric Foster.  On behalf 
of all, our sympathy was expressed to 
his wife and daughters.

Alwyn Peel

GArry AntHony LESLIE 
(1974)
Friends and former colleagues and 
pupils of Garry Leslie (1935-2008) 
were very saddened to hear of his 
death on 8th February, 2008.

Born in Luton, Gary spent most 
of his life in Chester and was 
proud of being a Cestrian, having 
strong links with many of the city’s 
institutions. Having attended the old 
College School on Parkgate Road, 
he embarked on a variety of careers 
before returning to the College as a 
mature student in 1971.

Garry spent his teaching career 
at Upton-By-Chester High School, 
teaching Art and Pottery. Colleagues 
and students remember a hard 
working, but unconventional, teacher, 
who could inspire willing and 
interested students and take them to 
the top in his subject. 

He boosted staff morale with his 
humour, and was always generous 
with his time. He devoted a great deal 
of energy to organising and leading 
annual Easter visits to Northern 
France, where he enthused students 
and colleagues with his passion for 

France and its art and culture. 
Garry travelled extensively in 

Europe and North America, and was 
a long-time member of the Chester 
Quiz League, where he deployed his 
extensive knowledge of art, music, 
sport and film.

He loved music – especially jazz – 
and travelled the country to hear live 
performances, regularly attending the 
Brecon Jazz Festival. He was a singer 
and player himself.

Family, friends and former 
colleagues will miss a unique 
character – he lived life to the full and 
enriched the lives of others on the 
way. There was standing room only at 
his funeral. 

Paul Collinson  
(Assistant Head,  

Upton-By-Chester School)

MALdWyn MorGAn
(1947)
It saddens me to write that Maldwyn 
Morgan (25/11/1927 – 19/10/2008) 
died in hospital following illness.

He came to Chester in 1945, having 
attended Gowerton Boys’ Grammar 
School. We remember warmly his 
friendly nature and enthusiasm for all 
aspects of College life.

After Chester, he continued his 
development at Heath College Cardiff 
and University College Swansea. He 
taught in six schools before being 
appointed Deputy Head at Penyrheol 
School, Gorseinon, and then becoming 
Head Teacher at Llanmorlais, Cwm-
gors, and Wern, Ystalyfera. They were 
Welsh Language medium schools.

In retirement, he served as 
Chairman of Governors at both 
Ammanford Comprehensive and 
Ammanford Junior Schools, and 
continued his community work as a 
local councillor, becoming the first 
Mayor of the re-formed Ammanford 
Council, as a county councillor, and 
as Chairperson of the Welsh Language 
Development Committee, a role 
in which he was honoured for his 
contribution to the life of the nation.

He was a long serving, highly 
respected Deacon at Ebeneser Baptist 
Chapel.

In MEMorIAM
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He continued his interest in soccer, 
at one stage playing for Grays Athletic. 
Coaching boys interested him and he 
became a referee in the Welsh League 
before being promoted to the Football 
League in 1964 and officiating in 
European tournaments.

Painting, too, was a lifelong 
interest. He held many one-person 
displays and exhibitions, as well as 
being involved with group exhibitions.

We send our heartfelt sympathy 
to his wife Thelma and his son 
David, daughter-in-law Emma and 
granddaughter Eloushka.

Maldwyn will be sorely missed by 
everyone who knew him.

Moses Jones

KEItH rIcHArdSon
(1964)
Members of the class of 1964 will be 
saddened to learn of the untimely 
passing of Keith Richardson (28th 
March, 1943 – 13th February, 2008), 
who died peacefully at the University 
Hospital of North Durham.

Keith was born and bred in 
Greenwell in Cumbria. He came to 
Chester in 1961 from the White House 
Grammar School in Brampton and, 
aside from his interests in science 
and geography, was an able dinghy 
sailor and a keen traveller. Our 
joint appreciation of Tony Hancock 
and traditional jazz was the start 
of a friendship which continued 
undiminished.

In 1964, Keith began his teaching 
career with Middlesex County 
Council, but soon decided that 
teaching in the UK was not for him. 
He worked with VSO in Ghana, then 
became an executive officer with the 
DHSS, working first in London and 
then in the North-East, settling near 
Durham in 1985.

A confirmed traveller, Keith made 
many visits to Africa, Australia and 
South America and Europe. 

Keith retired early from his post 
with the DHSS and for a number of 
years served as a porter at one of 
the colleges of Durham University. A 
former colleague described him as the 
best boss anyone could have.

He was certainly a great friend, 
known especially for his ability to 
get on with people and his sense of 
humour. Keith had friends all over the 
world, and plenty here as well. He 
will be long remembered and sorely 
missed.     

Bob Taylor

StAnLEy roonEy
(1953)
Stan Rooney died on the 25th 
January, 2008. I had lost touch with 
him until a few years ago, when one 
of our number spotted him on TV.  

Since then, we kept in regular 
contact, his letters always being 
a delight to read.  He managed to 
attend Reunion in 2005 and, despite 
the 50 years since we were last 
together, we greatly enjoyed his 
company. 

Born in St Helens, and a pupil at 
Cowley Grammar School with two 
Chester contemporaries (Harry Glover 
and Lewis Reece), he first taught in 
Chester, where he married Margaret, 
in 1954. After some years in Coventry, 
he moved to Plymouth in 1968 and 
spent the next 21 years as Head of RE 
at a girls' grammar school. 

Throughout his life, Stan was 
always involved with music through 
choirs and singing groups.  He 
became a lay preacher and was well-
known in the villages of south-west 
Devon. A devoted father of two 
daughters and a son, his first wife, 
Margaret, died on Easter Monday, 
2005. 

For months his life changed 
immeasurably, then he met Jean, 
marrying again within a year and 
enjoying two years of great happiness 
before his final illness. 

His last letter to me was written 
two weeks before he died. He was 
very philosophical, praising the 
good life he had enjoyed, though 
regretting that he would not have 
longer with his wife.  He hoped to see 
a new grandchild in April, but it was 
not to be.  A good and memorable 
man, Stan played a full part in life, 
leaving many happy memories.  To 
his wife Jean, his daughters, son 

and grandchildren, I expressed our 
deepest sympathy.

Alwyn Peel

rAy roWSBy
John Ray Rowsby died on the 24th 
August, 2007, aged 77 years. 

Alex Hardy was on the same 
course as Ray and told me that he 
had been at St John’s College, York, 
from 1952 to 1954. A very skilled and 
mathematical craftsman, he was also 
interested in campanology and it was 
through this interest that he met his 
wife Margaret in Chester bell-ringing 
circles. 

His nickname was Curly because 
of his thinning fair hair. He was a 
good hockey player, and once had 
to be hosed down with a fire hose 
after a particularly muddy game! Jeff 
Crouchley remembers him as a quiet, 
retiring man, an exceptional craftsman 
and a very good hockey player.

Mrs Rowsby wrote: “He had happy 
memories of the year he shared with 
Jim Coney and Alex Hardy, and had 
led a busy and fulfilled life with many 
interests. He is much missed by his 
family and friends.”

Commiserations have been sent by 
the University and I have written on 
your behalf. 

Eric Laws

PHILIP runcHMAn
(1953)
Philip Runchman died on the 8th 
December, 2008, aged 77.  

Living and working in the 
Leicestershire area for most of his life, 
he was an active member of both the 
historical and geographical societies at 
College, was a sturdy full back for the 
first XI soccer team and an all-rounder 
with the second XI cricket team.  

On one notable occasion when 
the opposing team arrived two men 
short, Phil found himself marking his 
good friend Don Hitchcock who had 
been drafted in to fill one of the spare 
places.  The tackles were certainly not 
hard enough for the liking of Bill Carr, 
the college captain, who told them 
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both to ‘get stuck in’!
He returned for our 50th reunion, 

which he greatly enjoyed, and had 
hoped to come again. He leaves his 
wife, Dorothy, to whom I expressed 
our deepest sympathy.

Alwyn Peel

dW (don) StEELE
(1948)
Sadly, Don Steele, a cheerful, amiable, 
good-natured colleague, died in early 
January 2008. 

At College, he spread happiness 
wherever he went, and Reunions were 
enlivened by his infectious humour.

He surprised us all by continuing 
to lecture for the Open University for 
a number of years, and amazed us 
when he studied Latin and sat an ‘O’ 
level in the subject.

Phyllis, his loving wife, cared for 
him throughout his illness, and says 
that he was a perfect patient, never 
losing his sense of humour, and 
though he was not physically mobile, 
mentally he was as sharp as ever! Our 
thoughts are with her at this sad time.

David Lewis

We also report the deaths of:

Charles F. and Middleton Lambert 
(1935) (Twin brothers, who both 
died in Vancouver in 2007) 

Colin Booth (1952)

Derek Turner (1952)

David Self (1961 – Mid-Year)

year notes
Editors note:
From last year, every former 
student of the University of Chester 
automatically became a member of 
the University of Chester Alumni 
Association.

The Association now has more 
than 35,000 members, and its mem-
bership grows by more than 2,000 
with each passing year.

As the official magazine of 
the Association, The Cestrian 
must cater for all members, and 
as a consequence of its rapidly 
growing membership, there is an 
unprecedented pressure on space.

Year Note Secretaries were asked 
to observe a word limit in their 
contributions this year, and the 
Editorial team thanks them for their 
co-operation.

1937 
Although I have watched the 
expansion of the College over the past 
few years, I am still astonished by the 
size of the campus and the variety of 
subjects taught.  I was, and still am, 
proud to say that I am an ex-student. 

I was able to attend the Reunion, 
which I thoroughly enjoyed - thanks 
in no small measure to Stan France, 
who kindly arranged parking facilities 
close to the various buildings. 

I lead as active a life as possible, 
and this last Christmas, ventured 
down to Plymouth by train to see my 
grand-daughter and her children - my 
two great-grandchildren aged three 
and one.  They certainly kept me 
active.  I was exhausted!

Albert Little

1947
The former College continues to 
develop its diversity and is no longer 
just devoted to men, preparing to 
become the teachers of tomorrow, so 
the number who followed that path 
and attend Reunions continues to 

shrink.
This was particularly true of our 

year in 2008, which saw just three 
of us present: Maldwyn Morgan and 
Thelma, Harry Seddon and Audrey, 
and Dorothy and myself. 

The effort to be present made by 
Maldwyn was truly unbelievable. 
Despite his continuing illness, he 
made what was sadly to be his last 
visit to his old College, for he died 
on the 19th October. He and Thelma 
made the long journey by car, 
courtesy of son David and his wife 
Emma. Not surprisingly, he needed 
the use of a wheelchair and our after-
lunch get-together in the Old Library 
was of very short duration before he 
had to leave.

Jack Coombe and Margaret were 
hoping to attend this year, but Jack, 
who has been in poor health for 
a decade, had to be admitted to 
hospital, where sadly he also died 
on the 14th December. Maldwyn and 
Jack will be greatly missed.

Colin Farr, Arthur Hassall, Josh 
Hill, George Liddle, Tom Moorhouse 
and Derrick Probert were unable to 
make it because of illness or other 
commitments. Harry Seddon is 
still in touch with Johnnie Hughes 
in Australia (still fit and well and 
watching his grandsons playing rugby 
at a good level) and Ken Morton in 
Canada.

Finally, we are still seeking a Year 
Secretary.

Moses Jones 

1948
In 2008, we had two successful 
reunions. The first, at Knaresborough, 
was attended by Gillian and Geoff 
Tope, Norman and Florence Machin, 
David and Ruth Greenlees, Betty 
Jenkinson, Anne Cooke, Don and 
Barbara Higginbotham, and Caryl and 
I. 

Barbara Higginbotham is now in 
Australia, visiting their son. Sadly, 
Don Steele died in early January, after 
a long illness. Our thoughts are with 
his wife Phyllis.

Jack Lord reports that life, though 
sweet, is becoming a struggle. Stan 
Holland is restored to health after 

In MEMorIAM / yEAr notES



The Cestrian 2009 27

FEAturESIn MEMorIAM / yEAr notES yEAr notES

major surgery, though his driving is 
now very limited.

Peter Axson MBE still swims, 
despite arthritis, teaches a French 
course for U3A, and frequently visits 
his son in Brittany.

Colin Fox, formerly an outstanding 
wicket-keeper and soccer player, is 
still heavily committed to both sports, 
and his health is good, despite poor 
eyesight.

Peter Davies’ wife Gwen died last 
August after a long illness, and he 
is slowly coming to terms with his 
changed life-style.

Ron Shore and his wife now live in 
Porthcawl, near to their daughters. 

Philip (PH) Jones’ wife, Pauline, 
reports that he has been unwell, 
although they remain active, last year 
cruising to the North Cape of Norway.

Peter Bell and his wife play golf 
and have season tickets for Blackburn 
Rovers.

Derek Walsh has recovered well 
after surgery five years ago. A member 
of the Alumni Association Executive 
since the mid-50s, he visits the 
University at least three times a year.

Roy Ewing, who served in the RAF 
with Stuart Dugdale and became a 
chemist in the textile industry, was 
technical manager of a large factory, 
also responsible for trainee education, 
before he retired at 62. 

Allan Edlund and Joan are both 
well, gardening, DIY-ing, and playing 
bowls twice weekly.

Barry (Ben) Bryant’s interest in 
railways – steam and model – is 
undiminished. He was recently asked 
to play the piano for the local old 
peoples’ group and discovered that 
they were mostly younger than him!

Please continue to keep me 
informed about yourselves. Best 
wishes for 2009.

David M Lewis

1949 
It has been a quiet year. Apologies to 
John Martin, but I could not get to the 
2008 reunion.

I have heard from few colleagues 
and received Christmas cards from 
Geoff Stockdale, Frank Williams and 
Peter Carradine. Sadly Peter lost his 

wife during the year and we also 
received the sad news of the death of 
Harold Fryer, who over the years has 
been such a constant supporter of the 
Reunion. I wrote to Audrey to send 
our condolences.

Peter Kneale’s daughter called to 
say that her father is unwell. This is 
sad and we send Peter our very best 
wishes. Tom Reece’s wife rang to say 
he had died and Russell Holmes’s wife 
rang to say that he was in a coma, 
but I have heard nothing for several 
months. 

My final contact was from Peter 
Hanson, who had called to see 
Judith Cook and had also had a 
chat on the phone with Phillip and 
Dorothy Simpson. The Hansons seem 
extremely busy, taking plenty of exotic 
holidays.

I send you all my very best wishes.

John Kershaw

1951
My stalwarts this year, as usual, are 
Barry and Winifred Wademan and 
Derek and Margaret Rawsthorne. It is 
always a pleasure to hear from them. 
Barry still does his painting and I can 
vouch for his excellence.

Geoff Griffiths and Eileen sent 
greetings and are well and happy.

Ken Challinor sends his best 
wishes. He travels to France several 
times a year, but the pound/Euro rate 
has been a bit of a blow.

John Burston was the only one 
of our ’51 year at the September 
Reunion. Very many thanks for your 
effort to attend and well done on our 
behalf.

I have had a rather terrible time 
since August, when my lady partner-
friend was diagnosed with a very 
serious illness. She was admitted to 
hospital on the 15th December and 
underwent an eight hour operation on 
the 16th. I spent Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day with her in hospital.

I am glad to say I have now got her 
home and she is doing very well. We 
will shortly know if the operation has 
been a success.

I still play bowls, both outdoor and 
indoor, and enjoy both, but I have 

lost my driving licence because of my 
diabetes, so my journeys are limited. 
Thank goodness for the bus passes!

Roy Schofield  

1952
Present at the Reunion last year were 
Stan Proud, Derek Weaver, Stan Jones 
(with Chris), Bryan Kenworthy (with 
Mary), Ron Highcock (with Elizabeth) 
and me.

Derek Weaver brought news of 
Derek Turner’s illness and I was sad 
to hear subsequently of his death in 
December – our sympathy goes to his 
family and to Ken, his twin brother. 
I have heard from Gordon Bennison, 
farming in Cumbria, and Arthur 
Bessell, now coping with one stick, 
enjoying bowling, and hoping to make 
it to Reunion.

Vivian Brown reported on Colin 
Booth’s death last June. Phil Dale-
Jones sent an email from Western 
Australia. Trevor Graham wrote with 
some Chester memories. Richard 
Haworth endorses my request for 
colleagues to keep in touch – and with 
me! George Hurst wrote with news.

It was especially good to see Bryan 
Kenworthy and Mary in Chester.

Arthur Pendlebury-Green, with 
Beryl, joined me at Alan Knowle’s 
80th birthday celebration. Alan 
requested George’s address – so 
perhaps our attendance at Reunion 
2009 may be even larger. Vic Lloyd 
has written, but has no further 
contacts.

Stan Proud did us all proud (no 
pun intended) by spending the whole 
weekend in Chester – amazing, as it 
was his first visit since 1952. 

Bill Smith had major surgery, but 
is still very busy in city and village 
life. John Walton kept in touch with a 
long telephone call. Peter Fitton hopes 
to be at Reunion – he could not make 
it last year owing to illness. He is in 
touch with Henry Baldwin only.

As for me, I was inveigled into 
joining Shrewsbury Probus Club, and 
am awaiting a decision on a minor 
operation, followed by new spectacles 
(at last). I use my stick more as a 
comfort than anything else, as it helps 
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me up and down the steps at the 
Prostar Stadium.

I have addresses, telephone 
numbers and a few email addresses in 
my records. If you would like a copy, 
please let me know.

I do hope to see you at Reunion.

Ken Wyatt 

1953
Sadly, we have lost four of our 
number since my last year notes:   
Norman Jobson, Stan Rooney, Harry 
Glover and Philip Runchman (see 
pages 23-26).  I would also add here 
that John Farquharson’s wife, Bridget, 
died in the summer and Eric Jones’ 
wife died in the autumn.  

It is with amazement that I hear 
from Warwick Tart that he has never 
had medication prescribed, but he 
doesn’t know whether this is due 
to the fact that he still goes up and 
down his staircase several times each 
day as a form of exercise, or whether 
it is as a result of all that agile 
goalkeeping of years ago!

Dave Tipper, having had both hips 
replaced, has given up jogging and 
Fred Whyatt’s time on the golf course 
is now more limited.  Norman Green 
remains very active and fit and the 
winter sunshine of Australia keeps 
Mick Ballance to his usual figure. 
Some like myself, Geoff Collier, 
Norman Roberts and Jimmy Nelson 
try to keep the demons at bay by 
caring for wives who sadly suffer and 
need help.  Jimmy’s wife is now in a 
care home and my wife has regular 
day care each week and residential 
care every so often.  John Herbert has 
not enjoyed the best of health this 
year and contact with Ron (RHW) 
Jones is no longer possible due to 
illness. 

There were fewer at Reunion this 
year. Sudden illness in the family 
prevented Eric Henderson from 
coming and Alan Heaton’s car had a 
slight argument which incapacitated 
his travel arrangements!  Alan 
MacQueen was not well and missed 
for the first time in years. Brian Platt 
is now 80 and, though well, believes 
that Chester is a bit far for him.   
Jeff, Norman Green and I travelled 

together and enjoyed Sunday lunch 
with Emily Wilson and later Sunday 
dinner prepared by Joy, Norman’s 
wife.  Tony Sadler, Dave Tipper, 
George Holland, and Alan Heaton are 
all hoping to attend this year.  

My thanks for your cards, letters, 
e-mails and telephone calls. Best 
wishes.

Alwyn Peel

1955
Thanks for the great response to my 
plea for news and information for the 
annual notes. 

Harry Parr: Suffered a serious 
health scare, but is now OK; had 
holidays in Palm Springs. 

J Crouchley: Had a major 
operation. 

K Roscoe: Had a bus trip to Paris. 
B Ball: Health is not so good, but 

his writing flourishes. 
L Blease: Has recovered from a 

serious medical problem; no longer 
plays or administers golf.

D Parkinson: Holidays in Egypt; 
has recovered well from minor 
operation. 

G Ellison: Death of a daughter; 
holidays in Belgium, France; success 
in chess continues. 

P Robinson: holidays in France, 
Greece (cruising); involved in Church 
and hospital visiting. 

R Owen: Given up estate agency; 
holidays in Algarve (where he has 
lived for two years), Yorkshire Dales, 
Red Sea, Benidorm. He keeps fit: gym 
five days a week.

D Evans: Choir; health OK. 
B Evans: Two allotments; painting 

miniatures.
H Tait: His widow Mary involved 

with Hexham Abbey, including Songs 
of Praise – works in gift shop and is 
very busy. 

P Hornbrook: still supports 
Manchester United. 

TN Davis: Became Freeman 
of the City of London, giving up 
chairmanship of Mazuza University 
Council and Visiting Professorship at 
Oxford Brookes. 

D Mellings: Suffered health 
problems, but is now near to normal.

B Bayliss: Three spells in hospital, 

but now playing golf again. 
T Jarvis: Swims a mile twice a 

week. 
D Bruns: Still golfing; cruising the 

Mediterranean again. 
David Hughes: Enjoying 

grandparenthood; busy with Church 
and Rotary. 

B Murray: Health problems since 
May 2007 and now lives in a nursing 
home; his condition is improving.

R Rowsby: Died in August 2007: 
see In Memoriam (page 25) 

I hope to see you in September.

Eric Laws (Tel.: 01937 573955) 

1956
News of the year, as follows:
Alan Barnett: Golden wedding last 
May; plays the organ at several local 
churches. Frank Bonser: Has given 
up directing plays and giving talks; 
continues to watch Warrington RLFC. 
Donald Bowman: Cruised twice to 
the Caribbean in 2008. John Dobie: 
Waiting for an operation.
Henderson Dodd: Has won the battle 
with one health problem, but gets 
frustrated as others take its place.
Bob Gearing: Sadly, his wife has died, 
bringing an end to her many years 
of suffering. Mike Green: Has just 
passed his 80th birthday and feels his 
age!

David Higgins: Deputy Mayor of 
Trafford and looking forward to being 
installed as Mayor. Brian Ingham: 
Recuperating after operation, enjoys 
walking and playing golf when the 
weather permits.

John Isherwood: Has written a 
history of Christian Unity. Brian 
Keefe: Several trips to “colonial” 
home in South Africa; is receiving 
ongoing treatment for a serious 
problem. Brian Langan: Cruised from 
Southampton to Australia.

Doug McDonald: Wrote off his car 
in an accident, sustaining injury.

Arthur Roberts: Is still very 
involved in Masonry in South 
Yorkshire. Mike Rodgers: Played a 
small role in Anything Goes (Cole 
Porter).

Ken Swales: 86 years old and finds 
walking increasingly difficult; is 
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thankful he can still drive. Peter John 
Thompson: Had a minor operation 
and health scare, though happily test 
results indicated no problem.

Roy Thompson: Has made several 
trips to the Isle of Man to stay with 
Alan Wilson (1957). Derek Tipton: 
Has been unwell. Brian Wainwright: 
Went on a tour of Buckingham Palace; 
whilst crossing the forecourt, found 
it difficult to resist the temptation 
to wave to the crowds outside the 
railings.

Brian Wilson: Mother-in-law’s 
illness restricted activities during the 
year.

I still keep well. Long may it last!

Brian McDermott

1957 & 1958
Thirteen of us enjoyed the Saturday 
lunch at the Annual Reunion in 
September.    

It was an interesting year for 
me. Jenny finally retired in July so 
my 16 year retired freedom is at an 
end! Retirement coincided with her 
birthday so we had a short break in 
Cornwall, and later in the autumn, we 
had four weeks in Australia, visiting 
the newly emigrant family, south of 
Melbourne.    

John Sewell (Barrow) had health 
problems last summer and, in 
October, had his appendix out.   He’s 
fine now. Three of his nurses were 
ex-pupils.  Mike Duffield (Plymouth) 
is another for whom 2008 brought 
health problems. He still sails but is 
glad of the older dinghies the elderly 
can manage. His offer of an outing 
is still there, for anyone visiting that 
area.    

Dave Walker (Stockport) enjoys 
golf, walking and gardening, plus 
taxiing of grandchildren. Malcolm 
Burrill (Thornton-Cleveleys) also has 
grandchildren duties, teaches two 
afternoons a week, with brass band 
and organ playing most evenings. Put 
Malcolm Burrill into Google!      

Eric Bolton (Croydon) is off to 
Cuba. Keith Davies (Chichester) sold 
his house before the market crash and 
bought an apartment. John Slee and 

Sheila (Heswall) visited us in Sep-
tember, just before an Atlantic Coast 
cruise.

Gordon Nisbett (Holmes 
Chapel) sent me a copy of his 
excellent Anthology of Prose and 
Verse, an example of his hobby, 
Calligraphy. The penmanship is 
quite extraordinary.    Mike Stevens 
(Maidstone) took some time to 
recover from losing Coral but has 
been lucky enough to meet Ann, 
someone to keep him in check. Brian 
Martland (Keswick) is still touring the 
country, lecturing.    

Ray Hills (Thornton-Cleveleys) 
is Captain of Fleetwood Golf Club. 
He invites any visitors who fancy a 
game to ring him, 01253 866194. Peter 
Pedersen (Accrington) still enjoys 
exercising his Jack Russells on the 
hills near his home. Phil Lampert 
(Gloucester) writes of climbing, 
biking and winning cups at the local 
Flower Show.

Sad news from John Smith 
(Colne). When he returned home 
from the Reunion, Nancy was taken 
into hospital, where she died two 
weeks later. Peter and Frances Noden 
(Sandbach) are very involved in 
village life – he is the Lay Minister. 
He talks happily of our College rugby 
team.     

Ted Pilling (Isle of Man) is a Wigan 
Athletic season ticket holder, an 
‘obsession’ which started at Newton 
GS. He also writes of coffee mornings 
and pub meals with Peter Kniveton, 
with their wives. Peter has moved 
house to a bungalow nearer the golf 
course. Dave Weedall (Carlisle) will 
remain on the City Council for at least 
his current term of office but decided 
against standing for re-election 
to “The Co-operative” members’ 
committee, after 35 years. 

Mike Johnston (Mold) spends time 
in Spain where his land dispute is 
concluding but at some cost. Also in 
Mold, Reg Williams is well looked 
after by Dilys. At 78, he has started 
cycling, at a park near Wrexham.   

Best wishes to everyone.

Ken Morgan

MId yEAr 1958 
It was a wonderful occasion when 22 
of us met up for our “50 Years On” 
Reunion in September. It was made 
more memorable by the presence of 
two of our tutors – Ian Terrett and 
David Hooper. It was great to find 
them in such good form. 

A number of year members would 
have been present but for other 
commitments: Mike Hanford was in 
Italy visiting his daughter. Bill Collins 
was also in Italy on a group visit. 
Dane Young made a valiant attempt 
to “pop in” but was prevented by a 
family wedding. Harold Fielding was 
similarly attending a family occasion 
in Surrey. John Timson is rather 
limited by back trouble these days, 
which makes travelling difficult. Ted 
Scribbins and Alun Edwards were 
enjoying cruises. Bill Halstead hoped 
to make it, but wasn’t able to. I also 
received letters of apologies and 
good wishes from Dave Ellison, Bert 
Horsley and Roger Goldsmith.

The Reunion Award for 
Determination goes to Robbie Burns. 
It involved a 50 mile drive from his 
property in France to La Rochelle 
airport and catching a flight to Bristol, 
then driving a hired car to Chester 
and returning the next day. He told 
me it cost him “an arm and a leg” but 
was worth every penny!

The youthful-looking Paul Chesters 
has had an interesting career, teaching 
and running a very successful trophy 
shop in Crewe, as well as doing a few 
property deals.

George Casewell spent the last 
few years of his career as the head 
technician at the Hereford Education 
Centre, a job he thoroughly enjoyed. 

Harold Fielding is still very busy 
with his involvement with Fairhaven 
Golf Club and as Vice Chairman of 
Palatine High School, Blackpool.

Bryan Walter Frattini was Deputy 
Head Teacher in Newport Pagnell 
until retirement.

A rewarding outcome of the 
Reunion has been the revival of old 
friendships. Alan Smith and Harold 
Fielding are reunited, as are Robbie 
and Paul. George is back in touch 
with Yolande and Mike Spencer, 
whose wedding he attended. Steve 
Moore, Jim Martland, John Robinson, 
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Gordon Bell and I met up in Hull 
to visit Gordon’s exhibition of C18 
watercolourists. Steve paid a visit to 
Neville Parry in Keswick. 

Finally, thanks to all of you who 
have written, many asking if we can 
meet up again sometime.  Let’s hope 
so!   

Rod Hunt

1961
Pauline Singleton, Rodney P’s widow, 
and family are well. Daughter Bridget 
continues to live in Bayonne, France, 
and is now Head of Fashion Accessory 
Design for MEXX in Amsterdam; 
Hilary has flown the nest and is 
living in Carlisle; and son Mark, has 
travelled abroad a fair amount this 
year.

Tom Jones’s travels, too, have been 
considerable, his most memorable 
trip being to visit his son Richard in 
America, where he had an encounter 
with Hurricane Alex. 

Dai Evans’s company was an 
added bonus on Eric Bibby’s holiday 
adventure to Llandudno in June, and 
in November he gave away the bride 
at his nephew’s wedding – after the 
groom and best man had got lost on 
the way to the registry office!

Geoffrey Trigg noticed that Eric’s 
organisational skills are as sharp as 
ever. Dai Owen has discovered that he 
has (treatable) health problems. 

Our numbers at the Annual 
Reunion were down: Geoffrey Trigg 
was absent and Eric had been rushed 
to hospital the day before. Bob 
McGuigan arrived in time for a pint 
and to watch Match of the Day in the 
Bar.

On the way home from Reunion, 
Trevor Smalley and I called into 
Warrington Hospital to see Eric, who 
thankfully is making good progress. 

Trevor is in New Zealand. He 
has recently purchased a house in 
Titirangi. 

No report can end without a 
reference to the one and only Norman. 
Mr Johnson reached 70 in December, 
is very well, still singing and has even 
sampled a ride on Blackpool’s Big 
Dipper. He was petrified!

Finally, Tony Street now has eight 
grandchildren.

Tony Robinson 

MId yEAr 1961
I continue to have contact with many 
of the Year, some of whom have 
spread as far as Australia. I have little 
news to pass on, except the death of 
David Self in 2008.

David, after a short period in 
teaching, left to broadcast and write 
both on his beliefs and for schools 
and their Religious Education 
Curriculum. He was always busy 
with his work and had made many 
friends in education, broadcasting and 
writing. I saw him intermittently and 
met his wide circle of friends in the 
Peterborough area and nationwide. 
He will be sadly missed. The Mid 
Year was represented at the funeral by 
Richard Skerritt.

If there are any colleagues who 
have not contacted me, my email 
address is:

Ian.manship@virgin.net.  My 
telephone number is 01995 605147. 
Please do get in touch.

Ian Manship

1965
I attended a Reunion meal in a 
restaurant in Chester last February, 
when our 20 “young men” and their 
partners met up with me for the 
first time in over 40 years. We had a 
very pleasant time recalling all our 
experiences at Chester and I was 
able to let them know of the many 
changes, both before and after it 
became a university in its own right.
They made me very welcome and I 
was impressed at how friendships 
forged in early youth can be sustained 
over the years, including involvement 
with each other’s children at weddings 
and birthdays. They were a happy, 
healthy and energetic group, despite 
being “43 years on”, and thanks must 
go to Colin Rogers for organising these 
reunions.

Margaret K Lacey 

1966 
The group of us who have been 
meeting regularly for the last few 
years met up again last April at Ilkley, 
where 10 couples gathered for a 
Yorkshire weekend. 

As usual there were various 
outings, independently and in groups, 
but Graham will possibly regret some 
afternoon walking before signing 
in, as he injured an ankle, which 
unfortunately meant he and Mary 
missed the Saturday walk along the 
Aire up to Bolton Abbey, which took 
some of us back to the beginning 
of our 2005 escapades along the 
Dalesway.

In May, Brenda and I joined Dave 
and Viv, and Mike and Barbara 
for four days in Prague, where 
we celebrated my birthday with 
complimentary Czech champagne, 
from the hotel. 

It was my turn to miss the 
September Ambleside walking group, 
as we were on our way home from 
our own main holiday, but Dave 
Moore, Mike, Dick, Colin and Roy 
enjoyed the beer and the scenery as 
usual.

An extra excursion turned out to be 
a two-day December visit to the hotel 
in Keswick where we had enjoyed 
Dave’s 65th birthday celebrations in 
2007. It was a Moore, Slater, Thomas, 
Reynolds and Crickett expedition this 
time and, in spite of icy conditions, 
we all had an afternoon stroll 
along the lakeside, and some of us 
completed a walk into the hills the 
following day. 

If anybody has any news about 
anybody else in our year,  I’m still on 
01457 870592 (e-mail: 2cricks@tiscali.
co.uk) and I’d be more than pleased 
to make contact, or help re-connect 
anybody who’s lost touch. 

Ian Crickett

1967 
Where this year has gone?  It seems 
only yesterday that I wrote last year’s 
report for The Cestrian.

At this year’s Reunion, Ann 
Watkins (Lumley) and I passed a very 
happy hour catching up over lunch. 

yEAr notES
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Tim Denning and his wife were, I 
understand, the only other ones from 
our year who attended the Reunion, 
arriving in the afternoon and staying 
for dinner in the evening.

I received a call from Sue Cornish 
(Blagg) and we arranged to meet at 
the Hamer’s Arms in Summerseat, 
where my father lives. Keith, John, 
Sue and I spent the evening chatting, 
and Ann also turned up unexpectedly. 
Sue had told her about the place, 
and it was a lovely surprise.  She had 
met Dad in the pub on the previous 
evening and swore him to secrecy, 
having made him promise that he 
would definitely get me there.  He 
had to work hard to fulfil his promise 
but managed it. 

I heard from Maureen Abbott 
(Anthony), who was about to become 
a grandmother for the third time. 
She and her husband still do a lot 
of touring. Jo Webb (Mercer) spent 
much of the last year abroad.

I hope you all will be able to 
find time to attend the Reunion in 
September.

Gill Little

1973
Is it just me or do the years seem to 
be going faster? What a small world 
it is. I was going back down in the 
télécabine on a recent skiing trip 
and got talking to two young girls 
and their mum. It turned out that 
they live about five miles from me 
in Derbyshire, but then the mother 
said that she thought she recognised 
me. Did I work at Chapel School in 
the 1970s?  That’s where I started 
teaching!  She remembered me when 
I was Miss Kawecki and said I still 
looked the same! 

 I’m still teaching full time, but 
beginning to think about retirement.  
I have taken up golf and in the sum-
mer and would love to play more.  
I also grow vegetables in my back 
garden. When I do retire it will be 
strange not to have books to mark, 
lessons to plan and not having to 
work to the bell. I’d also be able to go 
on holiday when I want! That sounds 
good.

 If anyone has any news, please 
e-mail me at teresa.gould1@yahoo.
co.uk.  I’d love to hear from you.

Teresa Gould

1974
Each time I receive The Cestrian, 
I scan the Year Notes for news of 
students who left in 1974. Usually 
there is nothing, so I thought I’d 
submit something. Pre-marital 
surnames used for identification 
purposes…

After 30 years in teaching in 
Greater Manchester and Merseyside, 
I took early retirement from my 
post as Deputy Headmaster of an 
11-18 comprehensive in St Helens. 
A couple of years after leaving 
College, I married Tess McGhee, 
who was a first year student when 
I was in the third year.  After 31 
years in primary education, Tess also 
took early retirement. We have one 
lovely daughter, whose academic 
achievements at several prestigious 
universities, including Cambridge, 
make us constantly proud. 

Bob (Rob) Steen lives in Sale.  He 
too is married with one daughter, 
and took early retirement as Deputy 
Head of a primary school in Trafford. 
He is a great friend and retains his 
gentle sense of humour and tranquil 
demeanour. Richard Sidley was the 
first person I met when I arrived 
at Chester. He is still laid-back and 
easy-going and we have remained 
firm friends. Richard also took early 
retirement from deputy headship in a 
high school and is about to become 
the NASUWT representative for 
Staffordshire. John Tommony has 
always been a great friend, eternally 
calm and very droll. He is in a senior 
role in a Stockport high school and is 
married with two children. I believe 
that John is still in occasional contact 
with Phil Powell and Dave Wilcoxon.

Colin Mills lives in Worcester and 
has two sons. Colin’s dry humour 
and delightful company make him an 
indispensable friend. After 30 years 
as a lecturer, he has scaled down his 
commitment and now works part-
time at The University of Manchester. 

Some time ago, Colin bumped into 
George Murphy. Colin Morgan took 
early retirement from his post of 
Head of Maths in an 11-18 school. 
He lives with his wife in Wolston, 
near Coventry. Colin is pragmatic, 
funny and wonderful company. Sally 
Rostron lives in Worcestershire, is a 
former Head Teacher, now an LEA 
advisor, and has two sons. She is 
as warm, generous and hospitable 
as ever. Sally is still in touch with 
Allison Williams and I believe she has 
occasional contact with Sandy Raw, 
who lives overseas. Sue Wain lives in 
Stoke-on-Trent and works in further 
education.

Lynne Hillier, Heather Douglas 
and Carrie Cotton are still in contact 
with each other. Lynne is now an LEA 
adviser and an ordained minister. 
My email address is anthony.foy1@
btinternet.com should anyone wish 
to get in touch regarding further news 
from or about the 1973/74 groups, I’d 
be very interested.

Tony Foy
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Intercontinental Hotels

Enjoy	at	least	25%	off	
weekend stays at

Intercontinental Hotels

Alumni Benefits
As a member of the University of Chester Alumni Association, you are entitled to take advantage of a range of fantastic 
benefits we offer through our alumni website. For full details please visit: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni
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More	than	50%	off	annual	
membership, with a further 
two months free. Entitles 

the holder to 2-for-1 meals 
or	25%	off	their	total	bill	at	
participating restaurants.

Receive	a	10%	discount	on	all	
your orders at the

thebeautyroom.co.uk

Get	10%	off	your	next	holiday	
with Cottages4you, choosing 
from a range of properties 
across the UK and Europe.


