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The last year has proven to be an excepti onally busy one for the 
University. We have had major Estates developments with the creati on 
of a Gallery and Tutors’ Block for the Faculty of Arts and Media at our 
Kingsway campus, numerous enhancements on the main campuses at 
Chester and Warrington. However, the major Estates development that 
has dominated the agenda for the University has been the purchase, 
alterati on and refurbishment of our Riverside campus, which was 
formerly County Hall for Cheshire, located on the banks of Dee within the 
Walls and the City centre. The overall cost of the scheme will be about 
£15 million, with capital support from the NWDA/ERDF, HEFCE and the 
University’s funds. This massively impressive building will be the home for 
the Faculti es of Educati on and Children’s Services and Health and Social 
Care.  In total, some 2,000 students will occupy the new campus from 
1 September, with over 150 staff , including the University’s Marketi ng, 
Recruitment and Admissions Department and Business Development 
teams, being based there.  

Universiti es are more than bricks and mortar; they are about people, 
especially our students and the staff  that support them.  There have been 
so many initi ati ves that have been pursued by individual members of staff  
and students that it is impossible to pay tribute to them all, however, the 
University was delighted that its alumni garden received such prominent 
recogniti on at the Royal Horti cultural Show at Tatt on. This has now been 
moved to its permanent locati on in front of the Beswick Building and will 
serve as a fi tti  ng acknowledgement for former staff  and students. It will 
be opened at the September reunion by the Lord Bishop of Chester, Dr 
Peter Forster, who is President of the University Council.

The University was delighted to welcome, on two separate occasions, 
the Archbishop of York, the Most Rev and Rt Honourable Dr John Sentamu, 
who was a recipient of an honorary doctorate.   The University welcomed 
a number of presti gious visitors as part of the Chester Literature Festi val 
and numerous academic conferences. The University celebrated the 
inaugural lectures of no less than seven new professors.  Prof Roy Alexander 
conti nues to be a world leader in the area of carbon neutrality through 
his work with the village of Ashton Hayes. The University conti nues to 
sponsor Warrington Wolves and was delighted to see the team lift  the 
presti gious Carnegie Rugby League Cup last June. The University’s crest 
was prominently emblazoned on the back of the winning team’s strip and 
was seen by eight million BBC viewers.  

The staff  of the University conti nue to undertake research and publish 
widely and our partnerships with sister colleges have been extended 
further with the Isle of Man College becoming an Associate College. The 
University, jointly with the Countess of Chester Hospital, has adopted the 
Kisiizi Hospital in South West Uganda as a special charity for fi ve years 
initi ally. This endeavour which enhances pati ent care and nurse training 
conti nues to gather momentum.

The University has had another successful year academically, with 
an excellent review of its quality systems by the QAA and a number of 
statutory registrati on bodies. The University is in excellent heart and 
despite the current economic challenges, is looking forward to the future 
with confi dence. However, the University is always keen to celebrate the 
past and the rich Anglican traditi ons of the insti tuti on, together with the 
conti nuing achievements of former alumni from the former Chester, 
Padgate and Nursing and Midwifery colleges that are now integrated 
into the University of Chester.  It was parti cularly grati fying to see the 
successful re-launch of the Alumni Associati on, so ably supported by the 
ti reless eff orts of the Registrar, Stan France.  Lots of exciti ng plans are 
being formulated to extend the range of acti viti es and services available 
to students, both past and recently graduated, who have made such 
signifi cant contributi ons to the current University over many decades.
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In 1999, former Chester Students’ Union 
President Rob Wott on wrote an arti cle for 
this magazine about his ti me as a student 
and a new job he’d recently started at Sky 
Sports.  Eleven years on, we pick up his 
story, fi nding out what’s happened over 
the past decade or so.

As a football fanati c himself, Rob’s 
current job is perfect for him.  Now one 
of the more experienced presenters at 
Sky Sports, he works on some of the most 
popular football shows, including Revista 
de la Liga and Sky Sports News.  

“I go to work and talk about football, 
then come home and talk about football.  
What more could I want?!” he joked.

In all seriousness, Rob has had a fi ne 
career since leaving University.  Having 
worked for hospital radio at the Countess 
of Chester Hospital during his days as a 
student, he eventually moved on to Capital 
Radio where he went on to work at some 
of the biggest football events, including 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup in France.

Immediately aft er that experience, 
he moved to his new job at Sky Sports, a 
company that had grown massively at that 
ti me.

Rob said:  “I’ve had great fun.  I’ve 
been lucky enough to meet a lot of famous 
people and I have travelled a lot.  BSkyB 
treats its staff  really well and no day is ever 
the same as the last.”

Regular viewers of Sky Sports News, 
BSkyB’s 24 hour sports news channel, 
will be only too aware of the informal 
and someti mes humorous nature of the 
presenters, and that all helps to create a 
great atmosphere on set.

Rob explained: “We’re told not to be 
quite so relaxed at ti mes!  It’s great fun, and 
I work with some really wonderful people.  
Earlier this year I completed an 81-mile 
charity bike ride in the Scotti  sh Mountains 
with fellow presenter Georgie Thompson 
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer 
Nurses.  There is a lot of camaraderie 
between us all.

“My favourite part of the job is working 
on live events, or shows where there is 
something always happening so you have 
to make it up as you go along.”

Of all the famous sports 
men and women he has 
interviewed, Rob admits 
Joe Cole is his favourite, 
someone he describes as 
being “down to earth, 
and a great guy”.  Being a 
staunch Chelsea fan may 
have an infl uence on 
that also.  So intense is 
his love of the Blues that, 
during his days as SU 
President at Chester, his 
offi  ce in what was then 
the De Bunsen Centre was 
aff ecti onately re-named 
the 'Chelsea Suite'.

Despite all the glamour 
and excitement his current 
job brings, Rob’s mind never 
strays far from University 
days. 

He added: “I loved it at 
Chester, I had a great ti me.  I 
met some fantasti c people 
from right around the country.  
If I’d have stayed down in London, 
I would probably never have 
spoken to anyone from outside 
the capital!  

“It would be great to come back 
and do some lecturing someti me – 
I’d love that!”

Sky’s the limit for ex-President Rob

Conti nuing the story:  Former Chester 
Students’ Union President Rob Wott on, 
now of Sky Sports.
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In a nostalgic trip to the Warrington 
campus, multi  award-winning screenwriter 
Matt  Greenhalgh spoke candidly to 
RICHARD AULT of his days as a student and 
his glitt ering career that has followed.

For a man who has won a BAFTA and is 
now being courted by some of Hollywood’s 
biggest names, Matt  Greenhalgh is as 
down-to-earth a person as you could hope 
to meet.  Warrington is somewhere he 
clearly holds close to his heart.

“Warrington saved me from prison!” 
he said with a refl ecti ve smile. Honesty is 
something that is in plenti ful supply with 
Matt .

A former Print Media student, his 
career has taken off  since he worked in a 
junior role for Mersey Television, shortly 
aft er graduati ng in 1995.  

He conti nued:  “I was always going home 
to Manchester when I was fi rst a student, 
but I was not in the best of company.   
University got me out of that – it really did 
save me in many ways because I had a place 
to go to I could just get away from it.  Things 
could have been a lot diff erent, I think.”

It was a chance meeti ng in the University 
cricket team that got him his fi rst break, as 
he was invited to Mersey Television, and 
things went from there.  He initi ally worked 
as a full-ti me runner on Hollyoaks, and 

occasionally on Brookside, although he’d 
never previously thought about working in 
television.  

His days on these shows opened his 
eyes to the employment ladder within the 
industry.  He worked his way up to First 
Assistant Director, a positi on that allowed 
him to view the scripts of the shows on 
which he was working.

Matt  said: “I looked through a script 
and thought it was awful; it was really bad.  
I didn’t think I could do any bett er at that 
point. It hadn’t really registered with me 
that I was once a writer before I came to 
Warrington, or that I had a creati ve mind.  

“I began to see what good writi ng could 
do in the script form, and then somebody 
told me to go and write something myself – 
she’s now my wife!”

Aft er spending ti me away at a secluded 
cott age in Scotland, Matt  began to write 
scripts good enough to secure him an 
agent.  Some freelance work for television 
followed, and he wrote for programmes 
such as Clocking Off  and Burn it, and latt erly 
Cold Feet and Legless.

Then came another big break in 
Matt ’s career – the 2007 movie biopic 
Control, documenti ng the life of former 
Joy Division front man Ian Curti s, based 
on a book by the singer’s wife, Deborah 

Curti s.  A former colleague of Matt ’s on 
the programme Burn It was in Hollywood 
and had heard that some producers had 
secured the rights to the book.

Matt  recalled: “They wanted a 
Mancunian writer on it so I asked my 
agent if we could pursue it.  They had an 
American script already, but it wasn’t very 
good.  Cutti  ng a long story short, they came 
over to Manchester and met Debbie, and 
then I met both them and her.  They read 
my stuff  – I hadn’t done any fi lms at that 
ti me, so they were taking a bit of a risk – 
and Debbie liked me.  I had a good take on 
the subject matt er, and they went for it …
thank God!”

The fi lm was a success, earning Matt  the 
Carl Foreman Award for Best Newcomer at 
the BAFTAs.  His next job was also a music 
biopic, this ti me covering the early life of 
former Beatles superstar John Lennon.  As 
a Beatles fan, the importance of the fi lm 
was not lost on Matt , although it wasn’t the 
musical angle that appealed to him.

Matt  said:  “I read Julia Lennon’s [John’s 
half-sister’s] book and it was amazing.  It 
was a diff erent angle – it was more about 
the central story of a kid trying to fi nd his 
mother that I was att racted to.  

“I wouldn’t have done it if it had been 
about the iconic John Lennon - it was the 
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actual story and the period of ti me that 
appealed to me.”

Nowhere Boy was released to criti cal 
acclaim in the UK on Boxing Day 2009, and 
is now out in America, having premiered 
at the presti gious Sundance Film Festi val 
in Utah in January.

Matt ’s next project is with US 
television network HBO, writi ng a fi lm 
about a young soldier who arrives in 
New York to claim asylum.  Inspired by a 
true story, the fi lm follows the processes 
the child must go through in order to be 
accepted into the United States.

Personally, Matt  sees his own move to 
America being a permanent one.

“My wife wants a bit of sun, and it is 
quite easy as a writer to move to LA.  I 
have agents over in America and they’re 
constantly trying to tempt me.  They have 
been trying to get me over for about two 
years,” he added.

“American culture is a lot diff erent, 
and I think to write a decent American 
fi lm you have to immerse yourself in the 
culture.”

de success

During his return to Warrington, Matt  was 
reunited with former tutor Phil Pott er, 
Senior Lecturer in Web Producti on and 
Deputy Head of Media, and recounted 
his days as a student when Phil was just 
starti ng out as a lecturer.

What do you remember about your ti me 
as a student here?
Matt : All the cleaners used to meet in the 
next room for a cup of tea every morning 
before they started, so every morning at 
8.15am I’d get woken up!  As a student, I 
wasn’t thinking of getti  ng out of bed unti l 
at least 10.30am!
Phil:  I remember that!  We were students 
for the fi rst two years and then I became a 
lecturer in the third year – as I remember it 
you didn’t bother turning up for lectures!
Matt :  *laughs* True!

What module(s) did you take him for Phil?
Phil:  It was a strange hybrid called Image 
Text.

One of your favourites, Matt ?!
Matt :   I wasn’t the best student I’ve got 
to admit.  I can remember the Semiology 
lecture – I wouldn’t have understood that 
word if I hadn’t come here!  
Phil: It’s not covered in the same way today.  
A lot of these academic things have a cycle 
to them, and Semiology doesn’t really have 
the fashion to it that it once had.
Matt :  I wonder why! *laughs*
On a diff erent note, I used to go to Mr 
Smiths [a club in Warrington] a lot! 
*laughs*
Phil:  They used to do ‘Hitman and Her’ in 
those days …
Matt :   I remember lots of the ’Hitman and 
Her’ nights!
It [university] was an important stage for 
me because it took me out of Manchester 
at that point – where I was from and who I 
had been hanging about with.  I didn’t get 
any A-Levels, I got on because I did some 
print journalism work.
I was supposed to be a mature student; 
the word ‘mature’ is very debatable!
But I enjoyed it and I look back fondly at 
my ti me here.  As much as luck plays a part 
in what I’ve done, I was very lucky getti  ng 
on this course and then that triggered off  
a chain of events that has got me to where 
I am now.  I think it gave me ti me to sit and 
think about things creati vely.
Phil: Well that is something I always 
thought about that piece of work you did 
for me for Image Text, which I’d hardly 
seen you for at all! 

Matt :  I think with creati ve people it is very 
important to have space.  Thinking  is very 
much underesti mated in creati ve fi elds; 
just being allowed to sit and do nothing, 
just being locked in your room and to have 
these ideas.

Is it as much about giving students ti me to 
explore their own imaginati ons as it is to 
teach them the processes and methods?
Matt :  Yes, imaginati on is what it is all 
about, and culti vati ng it.  Having the belief 
that something can come out of it at the 
end, and that you can actually do it.
There’s no magic formula for screenwriters, 
but I’m there as living proof that it is 
possible.  There is a basic way of structuring 
a script and there are a certain number of 
things you can learn, but the rest of it is 
down to the individual.
Phil: The thing now is that you are actually 
interested.  That drives your passion 
because you are actually interested in 
what you do.  
Matt :  I’ve been very lucky – many people 
aren’t given that confi dence where they 
can go out and fi nd a job in what they’re 
interested in, and if they do, it’s a pipe-
dream.  I count my blessings every day 
that I’m in a job that I feel isn’t a job.

Phil, do you ever use people like Matt  as 
examples when teaching current students, 
and telling them what they can really 
achieve if they put their mind to it?
Phil: I’d be a fool if I didn’t with 30 people 
I’ve never met.  The evidence shows that, if 
you are genuinely interested, and genuinely 
interesti ng to others in the way that you 
approach your interests, then people will be 
interested in you.  People want to work with 
interesti ng people who have ideas.  That is 
what that whole industry is all about.

Matt meets former lecturer Phil Potter
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Graduati on ceremonies are the most 
spectacular highlight of the University 
calendar.  The achievements of students 
are offi  cially recognised on a day they will 
remember for the rest of their lives.  The 
Cestrian takes a closer look at some of the 
outstanding students who have graduated 
in the past 12 months, alongside worthy 
recipients of Honorary Degrees …

The last year has seen thousands of 
students graduate, marking the culminati on 
of hard work, fellowship and sacrifi ce.  They 
are proud occasions for the students and 
their families, and they were joined by some 
of the country’s leading luminaries, who 
were receiving Honorary Degrees.

Perhaps the most prominent of these was 
Ken Dodd OBE, who was awarded a Doctor 
of Lett ers for his outstanding career as an 
entertainer and his charitable work across 
the region. In a typically colourful speech, 

Ken said: “I’m delighted, excited, thrilled 
and tatt yphilarious!  I love Chester and my 
grandfather played here.  I have fond memories 
of the Royalty and Everyman Theatre.  When 
I’m 160, I will proudly look back on this day!”

Sharing the limelight with Dr Dodd 
were a number of students, for whom 
the ceremonies in November and March 
represented the culminati on of outstanding 
academic performances, life-changing 
experiences, and triumphs against the odds. 
The following talented individuals represent 
a sample of some of the newest members of 
the alumni community.

Nicole Copping developed a pioneering 
way of testi ng for traces of peanuts in food 
during her Biomedical Sciences Degree, 
winning the Insti tute of Biomedical Sciences 
President’s Prize aft er excelling in her studies 
and receiving a First Class Honours Degree. 
Her study has already att racted interest from 

a European pharmaceuti cal company and 
some of her data was included in a paper 
presented by the University’s Professor 
Graham Bonwick at the Internati onal 
Conference on Agrifood Anti bodies at the 
University of Wageningen.

A serious motorcycle accident 
prompted Allan Ralston (Nursing) to make 
a momentous decision to swap his career 
in constructi on for one in nursing.  Gaining 
a First Class Honours Degree, Allan, 56, 
reassessed his career whilst recovering from 
his accident in hospital in 2000.

Brussels came calling for Steffi   Poulton, 
who was appointed to a coveted job at 
the European Parliament in the role of 
Parliamentary Assistant to a Member of the 
European Parliament (MEP) aft er graduati ng 
with an MA in Cultural and Creati ve 
Management.  

For multi lingual Catherine Marseille, 

Graduation days to rem

TV Producti on graduates Tom Kirwan, Leigh Swani
Wainwright and Laura Billington toast their succes

Graduates indulge in a traditi onal celebrati on on t

Inside Chester Cathedral during a graduati on ceremony. 
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Sandra Rudd (Master of Arts), Public Service 

David Briggs MBE (Master of Arts), Public Service

Ken Dodd OBE (Doctor of Lett ers), Entertainer

Jeremy Taylor (MBA), Public Service  

Josephine Sykes (Master of Arts), Public Service

The Earl of Derby (Doctor of Business Adminstrati on), Business Expert

Peter Roberts (Doctor of Lett ers), Public Service

Professor Edward Gregson (Doctor of Music), Composer

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu,
Archbisop of York (Doctor of Theology)

The Rt Reverend Brian Noble, Bishop of Shrewsbury
(Doctor of Theology)

Tim Firth (Doctor of Lett ers), Writer

John Caley (Master of Science),  Nursing

Shane Flynn (Doctor of Business Administrati on), Businessman

graduati on day represented the culminati on of a 
journey that had taken her literally thousands of 
miles across the world.  Catherine, who graduated 
with First Class Honours in English with German 
Studies, arrived at Chester as an internati onal 
Erasmus exchange student, having spent a year 
in Japan working as a language teacher before 
returning to her nati ve Germany to begin a 
Translati on Studies Degree.

Clare McCool, a Senior Service Delivery Analyst 
for Briti sh Airways (BA) in Didsbury, overcame 
several personal hurdles to complete a Masters 
Degree in Computer Science and Informati on 
Systems.  Batt ling with a hecti c home and work 
life, Clare found the going at University tough and 
consulted the Learning Support Services team 
who identi fi ed her study diffi  culti es were due to 
dyslexia.  Eighteen months into her course, Clare 
and her husband then received the wonderful 
news that she was pregnant, and baby daughter 
Beth was born in April 2006.

member

Ken Dodd OBE (left ), signing the visitors’ book, pictured with Professor Tim Wheeler, 
Vice-Chancellor.

ick, Tom Douglas, Emma Bethell, Charlott e Steely, Kate 
ss.

the steps of the Town Hall in Chester.

Graduation

Ten Honorary Degrees have been awarded 

by the University in the past 12 months 

The recipients were:
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For many up-and-coming fi lm writers and 
producers, having their work commissioned 
by major television channels such as MTV 
is a distant fantasy.

For former Chester student Mercy Liao 
however, that dream has already become 
a reality as she conti nues to make waves in 
the world of fi lm and television.

Mercy, from Beijing, studied for her 
BA in Religious Studies at 
the Chester campus 
between 2004 
and 2007.  A 
keen and 
conscienti ous 
student, 

she also became involved with many 
volunteering projects across the University 
and recalls her ti me there fondly.  

She won several awards for both 
her studies and her volunteering and 
developed royal connecti ons. She did not 
just get to screen her documentary on the 
work of Chester Aid to the Homeless to 
HRH The Prince of Wales during a visit he 
made with HRH The Duchess of Cornwall 
to the Chester campus in 2007, but was 
also invited to Her Majesty the Queen’s 

Garden Party in Buckingham Palace for 
being an acti ve community member. 

Mercy said:  “Chester is a small 
and friendly university. I found it 

an ideal place to get used to the 
cultural diff erence. I am glad I 
didn’t study in London for my 
BA, because I would have 
been disappointed by the 
busy and aloof metropolitan 
lifestyle.

“The highlights of 
my ti me at Chester are 
winning the Business 

Connecti on Deva Award, 
and the nati onal 

Higher Educati on 
Acti ve Community 
Fund Volunteering 
Award. I also 
enjoyed my 
d o c u m e n t a r y 
being shown to 

Prince Charles 
during his visit – 

that was a real 
privilege.”

Success 
has conti nued 
to follow 

Mercy since 
graduati ng.   
Aft er 
completi ng 

her course, she 
took the advice 

of Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Tim Wheeler, to 

embark on a Filmmaking 
course, earning a place on 

an MA at the presti gious 
Goldsmiths College in 
London and graduati ng 
with a disti ncti on. 

Her move into the 
world of fi lm inevitably 

followed, and Mercy began to work as a 
Producti on Manager on UK Film Council-
commissioned short fi lms.  Many of these 
were then commissioned by television 
channels and selected by fi lm festi vals 
and exhibiti ons across Europe.  She was 
also asked to produce and direct an ident 
(the type of logo that is used between 
programmes) for MTV China.

Mercy said:  “I sti ll get a real buzz when 
I see my fi lms used and commissioned.  It 
makes me forget about the diffi  culty of 
making them. You feel that your hard work 
is appreciated and it moti vates you to do 
more.”

In 2008, she was awarded runner-up 
in the 24 Hour Filmmaking Challenge at 
the East End Film Festi val for her produced 
short fi lm Je m’appelle le cheval, a fi lm 
about a French horseman’s romance in 
London’s East End. In 2009, two of her 
directed short fi lms Dear Mum and In My 
Underwear were in competi ti on at the 
London Short Film Festi val and Dear Mum 
was also nominated for the Time Out 
Awards for Best London Short Film.

Mercy’s talents don’t end there 
either.  A former model, during her ti me 
as a student, she also used to play lead 
guitar in a trash metal band that toured 
the clubs and pubs of Liverpool.  Moving 
away from the band, she composed her 
own electronic music tracks and towards 
the end of 2007 she released a track in 
Germany and later had four commissioned 
by the BBC comedy show, Ideal.  

Despite the successes in music, she is 
looking to concentrate on fi lm again, and 
in early 2009 she was Producti on Manager 
on a half feature fi lm called First Days of 
Spring, commissioned by Mercury Records 
to accompany band Noah and the Whale’s 
new album.

Later that year, she was approached 
by BBC Films to work on West is West, the 
sequel to the 1999 box offi  ce hit East is 
East.

Mercy said: “It’s a very exciti ng project.  
I met up with the Producer, Leslee Udwin, 
and she asked me to be her assistant and 
shadow her from before they closed the 
deal up unti l when the fi lm delivers.  I 
went to India and Manchester for the 
fi lming, and now that’s fi nished, I have 
been promoted to be the Post-Producti on 
Co-ordinator.”

West is West was due for release 
during the summer of 2010.

East meets West for multi-media Mercy

Focused on fi lm: Former student Mercy Liao, making an impression in the movie industry.
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Whenever you watch a top sporti ng event 
on the television, you will invariably 
see adverts promoti ng the incredibly 
competi ti ve world of sports nutriti on.  

Behind the big brand names and the 
world class athletes, there are companies 
taking part in cutti  ng-edge research to 
manufacture the latest products.

Willie Wixted, a Masters and Exercise 
Nutriti on student, is the founder and 
Managing Director of one such company, 
ABC Nutriti on Limited.  Set up in 2007 and 
based in Willie’s nati ve Ireland, ABC has a 
client list spread around the world, which 
ensures its products reach all corners of 
the globe.  

Many of the fi rms it supplies remain 
confi denti al, although the company does have 
its own ‘house brand’, and also manufactures 
a range of products for Australian Rugby 
Union Captain, Rocky Elsom.

Willie explained: “In the three years 
that we have been in existence, we have 
grown rapidly and we now export to over 
a dozen countries, mostly around Europe, 
but as far away as India. 

“We have tried to build our business on 
quality products, up-to-date knowledge of 
nutriti on matt ers and excellent customer 
service.”

ABC Nutriti on was named the Bord Bia 
(Irish Food Board) Small Business of the 
Year 2009, presented with the award on 
a night when other winners included the 
likes of Bulmers and Kerry Foods, giant 
companies in comparison.  

Willie said: “We were humbled to 

win the award.  It was great to get the 
recogniti on in light of all the hard work 
that everyone had put it to the company.”

ABC conti nued to grow throughout 
2009, despite the economic recession that 
was felt around the globe.  The company 
is now aiming for a growth of 30% 
during 2010, something Willie sees as an 
att ainable target.

He puts much of the success he already 
achieved down to his ti me studying at 
Chester, and is full of praise for the help he 
received while there.

“The course at Chester was perfect 
for me, as it made me aware of many of 
the current issues in sports and nutriti on. 
There can be a tendency, especially in small 
businesses, to work in isolati on. However, I 
found it great to hear the thoughts of the 
lecturers on many nutriti onal and sporti ng 
topics,” he added. 

“I learnt heaps, and much of what I 
learnt I was able to apply to our business. 
We found that it brought our thinking 
right up to date in terms of developing 
new products. Many of our latest products 
have been heavily infl uenced by what I 
learnt at Chester! Now we are even more 
cutti  ng edge!

“Chester is a fantasti c, welcoming city.  
We really only got to see it at night, and it 
was buzzing as the Chester races were in 
full swing!  I’d love to come back with my 
wife and children to see more of the city. 

“My abiding memory will be how 
encouraging and supporti ve the staff  at 
Chester were.”

interviews

Using Chester knowledge to 
power the world’s top athletes

Recipe for success: Willie Wixted (right) pictured with colleagues at ABC Nutriti on Limited.
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The insti tuti on celebrated the 170th anniversary of its foundati on 
in summer 2009 by entering a garden into the Royal Horti cultural 
Society (RHS) Show at Tatt on Park, near Knutsford.  The exhibit, 
enti tled ‘Let Knowledge Grow’, won a silver gilt medal and received 
widespread acclaim.

Among the hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Show were 
several former students and staff , who recognised the garden’s 
features immediately as representi ng the University.

Incorporati ng many architectural elements of the Chester 
campus, the garden’s planti ng is also characteristi c of that found in 
the University’s award-winning grounds.  

The Let Knowledge Grow theme is taken from a quote from 
Tennyson’s poem In Memoriam, which appears in a stained glass 
window near the Chapel.  This is parti cularly apt, referring not only to 
fl ourishing plant life in the garden and the gaining of understanding, 
but also the evoluti on of the insti tuti on itself, from the fi rst purpose-
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Award-winning garden
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built diocesan teacher training college in the country in 1839, to the 
University of Chester, a centre for more diverse scholarship.

Locally-sourced sandstone and oak are used in the structural 
work within the garden, whilst leaded glass panels are used to 
illustrate students during the earliest and most recent chapters in 
the insti tuti on’s disti nguished history.

To celebrate its success, the University has been painstakingly 
recreati ng the garden, stone-by-stone, at the heart of the Chester 

campus where it will be known as the Alumni Garden.  It provides 
a tranquil and colourful area in the centre of the site, in which both 
current and former students can sit and relax.

Located in front of the Beswick Building, the garden will be 
opened offi  cially by the Right Reverend Dr Peter Forster, Lord Bishop 
of Chester at Annual Reunion weekend in September.

n recreated for alumni
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Building for the future

The University completed the purchase of Chester’s iconic 
County Hall in November following months of speculati on in the 
local press.  Work is now well underway to designate space for 
specifi c purposes, and it will become a focus for the Faculti es of 
Health and Social Care and Educati on and Children’s Services, 
together with support departments.

Professor Tim Wheeler, the University Vice-Chancellor, said 
"This is not only good news for the University, enabling us to 
achieve the modest growth which is proporti onate to the current 
and projected size of our student populati on and fi nancially 
realisti c, but also for the city. 

"The University is one of the few progressive and thriving 
bodies in receipt of public funding during the recession, and both 
its relati ve success and its commercial and cultural contributi on 
should be celebrated as one of Chester's major selling points. 

"Acquiring such a fl agship, classically-designed building as 
County Hall in such a prime locati on is an unrivalled opportunity 
for the University to be represented closer to the city centre, as is 
the case with many other higher educati on insti tuti ons in historic 
citi es.”

County Hall is expected to be available for occupati on in late 
summer 2010, in ti me for it to be operati onal by the start of the 
next academic year.

On locati on: Anna Sutt on, Dean of Educati on and 
Children’s Services, and Professor Mike Thomas, Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Academic) and Executi ve Dean of the Faculty 
of Health and Social Care.

County Hall purchase is city coup
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Completing the picture – 
Kingsway Buildings
The fi nal phase of building work is underway at Kingsway Buildings, home to the 
Faculty of Arts and Media.

This will create a fl at-roofed, three-storey teaching block, ground fl oor exhibiti on 
space and art gallery and sports changing rooms — with some innovati ve 'green' 
features. 

Underneath the £2.4 million scheme is ground source heati ng, which, as its 
name suggests, draws warmth from the temperature below the surface of the 
site, and a 'grey' water system, recycling rainwater from a large storage tank and 
pumping it into the toilets. These, and other energy effi  cient initi ati ves, contribute 
towards its Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method 
(BREEAM) 'very good' rati ng. 

An enclosed courtyard will be landscaped to enable acti viti es such as 
performance to take place and within the tutors' block there will be offi  ce and 
lecture accommodati on, with a secti on for an arti st in residence. 

Archbishop opens Business Centre
The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York, offi  cially 
opened the £3 million, state-of-the-art, Tucker Building at the Warrington campus. 

Dr John Sentamu was joined by other disti nguished guests, including local stakeholders 
and the former Principal of Warrington Collegiate Insti tute, Hilary Tucker, aft er whom the 
building is named. 

Signalling one of the latest stages of the ongoing multi -million pound campus 
redevelopment, the Tucker Building, which houses the campus' Business Centre, boasts 
the most up-to-date computi ng equipment and houses excellent teaching faciliti es which 
are used by several faculti es.

Backing Burton 
Manor restorations
The Heritage Lott ery Fund (HLF) has 
awarded a £488,000 grant to Burton 
Manor College, for the restorati on of 
an historic glasshouse, built in 1904 
for Henry Neville Gladstone, and a 
presti gious walled garden, together 
with the creati on of a Learning 
Centre and new community spaces. 

In a collaborati ve partnership 
with the University, which is 
providing staffi  ng and expert 
guidance to the scheme, the funding 
supports the second phase of plans 
which initi ally saw the launch of the 
‘Atelier’, a creati ve arts incubati on 
enterprise reviving disused historic 
buildings on the College site.

The latest initi ati ve will provide 
demonstrati on and teaching 
allotment spaces and interacti ve 
informati on points around the site 
on the history of the Manor and the 
surrounding area, while events will 
be held within the walled garden 
and grounds. A volunteer team 
will help to manage and maintain 
the restored site and then deliver 
associated learning acti viti es 
within the Centre as guides and 
ambassadors.

Clatterbridge move 
for Health and 
Social Care
Relocati on of the Faculty of Health 
and Social Care’s Wirral Centre from 
its base at Arrowe Park Hospital to 
more extensive, bespoke premises 
has resulted in an environment 
bett er suited to the needs of its 
students and staff . 

The move to Wirral University 
Teaching Hospital Foundati on NHS 
Trust’s second site at Clatt erbridge 
Hospital gives the Centre 
approximately 50 per cent more 
space, with the fl exibility to extend 
its scope.  

The Centre is used to deliver 
both pre-registrati on and post-
registrati on nursing programmes, 
catering for both trainee nurses 
and those furthering their existi ng 
nursing qualifi cati ons.

Unveiling the plaque: Professor Tim Wheeler, the University's Vice-Chancellor, with the 
Archbishop of York, following the offi  cial opening.

Drawing inspirati on: The front elevati on of the new development.
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Prized BBC work placement 
Three Media students beat off  sti ff  competi ti on from around the country to win sought-aft er 
work-based learning placements with the BBC.  Alistair Phipps, Robert Pickles and Franc 
Subias, undertook a three week placement with BBC Sport this year, primarily working with 
the team responsible for producing A Questi on of Sport. 

To earn their placement, the students had to impress a BBC panel by editi ng down 30 
minutes of sporti ng video footage into a one minute clip, with music and a theme of their 
choice running throughout. 

Wayne O’Brien, a Senior Lecturer in Television Producti on at the University, said: “It’s 
great testament to the quality of work our students produce. For there to be just three places 
available and to have our students win all of them is brilliant.” 

In additi on to the success of Alistair, Franc and Robert, fellow student Ryan Arndale also 
secured work with the team that produces the Sports Personality of the Year Awards.

Students in the news
Putting theory into 

life-saving practice
A trainee police offi  cer has been honoured 
by her peers with a commendati on for 
bravery aft er she pulled a trapped driver 
from a burning car.

Karina Pritchard was off  duty and 
just two weeks into her police training 
at the University’s Warrington campus, 
when she came across the road traffi  c 
accident while driving home one 
evening.

She found an overturned car 
with a passenger sti ll inside, trapped 
around the steering column. Aft er 
calling for emergency services, Karina, 
along with a lorry driver who had also 
stopped, noti ced a fi re ignite under 
the bonnet of the car and took the 
decision to reach bravely into the 
vehicle to free the woman and pull 
her clear.  She said: “It’s not something 
you stop to think about. As soon as I 
saw the fl ames I knew we had to get 
her out"

Karina has now completed her 
initi al six months of training and was 
presented with her award at a “passing 
out” ceremony in January. 

Sergeant Philip Knight, one of 
her trainers, added: “She showed 
tremendous bravery and her swift  
acti ons potenti ally saved someone’s 
life. It was pure insti nct that took over, 
and it’s those qualiti es that will make 
her into a fi ne police offi  cer.”

Swapping football for 

forensics goal
Professional footballer David Artell is 
currently studying for a Forensic Biology 
degree at Chester as he prepares for life 
aft er his playing career is over. 

The former Chester City star, 
currently at League Two side 
Morecambe, is successfully juggling the 
demands of being a student with the 
strict training regime of a footballer.

David explained: “At fi rst it was a 
bit strange to balance the two, but it’s 
just a matt er of getti  ng into a routi ne. 
The tutors have been excepti onal; 
they help me as much as possible and 
understand my football commitments.”

Photo supplied by the BBC

Studio success:  Ryan Arndale on the set of the Sports Personality of the Year Awards in 
December 2009.
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Television Producti on student Hayley 
Evans has been presented with the 
BBC Partnership Award for Producti on, 
presented by comedians Vic Reeves and 
Bob Morti mer at the Connect & Create 
Conference 2010.

Judges said her documentary The 
Bridge “conjured up a great sense of 
place and atmosphere, and revealing 
interviews full of light and shade.”

Together with fellow student Denise 
Clarke, she also found herself in the top 
three of the Royal Television Society North 
West Student Television Award (Factual 
Category) for the same piece of work.

Hayley explained: “I came up with the 
idea because I have lived in the shadow 
of Runcorn Bridge all my life. I wanted 
to discover and tell the stories of others 
who have an affi  nity for it. 

“We adverti sed for people with 
stories and even got to speak to the 
constructi on worker who was the fi rst to 
cross when it was fi nished.”

A third student, Lianne McKeown, 
was also shortlisted for the BBC 
Award for her fi lm Woman’s Best 
Friend, which features a woman and 
her dog, both of whom are ill and 
provide companionship for each other. 

Brown supports award-winning graduate
Kidney transplant recipient Holly 
Shaw was honoured with a presti gious 
accolade at the vinspired Nati onal 
Awards. Holly, who graduated in Early 
Childhood Studies just weeks earlier, 
was presented with the ‘Inspired Shout 
Award’ in recogniti on of her prolifi c 
volunteering work. 

Holly underwent a kidney transplant 
operati on in October 2008, following 
more than three years of dialysis while she 
waited for the call that changed her life. 

During her ti me on the waiti ng list, 
she set up the Gift  of Life campaign to 
encourage people to sign the Organ 
Donor register, and from humble 
beginnings the initi ati ve has sprung to 
nati onal prominence. 

On nati onal Donor Day, Holly 
appeared on GMTV and Sky News, and 
even received a personal message of 
support from former Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, as her endeavours prompted 3,200 
people to sign up to be organ donors. 

For more informati on about Holly’s campaign, visit www.thegift ofl ife.org.uk.  For 
informati on about becoming an organ donor, visit www.organdonati on.nhs.uk.

Raising a cup for Help 

the Heroes
A group from Events Management has 
successfully revived an age-old Chester 
traditi on, and made money for charity 
in the process.  In January, the students 
held the fi rst Tea Dance within the City 
Walls in over two years, att racti ng more 
than 60 people and raising almost £450 
for Help for Heroes.

Following this success and the 
overwhelming feedback demanding 
more of the same, they aim to resurrect 
this functi on on a monthly basis, 
raising money for a diff erent charity 
each ti me.

Sixty minutes of fame 
Nicola McDonald, a TV Producti on 
and Business student, found herself 
thrust into a great opportunity to work 
behind the scenes on ITV’s hit show, 60 
Minute Makeover.

Nicola worked on three shows 
during her placement, each ti me 
working with a team under the control 
of a Head of Room – responsible of 
completi ng the makeover of a certain 
room within the ti me limit.

New Year honour for 

distinguished nurse
An envelope from the Cabinet Offi  ce 
brought good news for fi nal year 
Diploma in Counselling student Annett e 
Rushton, who has been awarded an MBE 
for services to Health Care.

She spent the best part of two 
decades of a nursing career spanning 
nearly 40 years working in Nursing 
Management (latt erly at Severn Hospice) 
before taking early reti rement last year 
and att ended Windsor Castle to receive 
her medal.

Galloping ahead
The appropriateness of using existi ng 
animal behaviour tests to select police 
horses was the subject of research 
carried out by Rachel Flentje as part of 
her MSc in Research Methods.

She presented her work to the 
disti nguished Internati onal Equitati on 
Science Conference in Dublin last year, 
and now works as a Research Assistant 
at the Equine Research and Informati on 
Centre, recognised as a Centre of 
Excellence for evidence-based equine 
practi ce.

Picture perfect: Hayley Evans with Bob Morti mer and Vic Reeves.

Campaign champion: Holly Shaw at the 
vinspired Nati onal Awards in London’s O2 
Arena.

Student wins BBC award
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Aft er the worldwide outbreak of Swine 
Flu, the University introduced Viral Man, 
a mucous-green coloured character who 
was intent on ‘spreading’ the illness, 
thus highlighti ng the symptoms and 
preventati ve measures available. 

The campaign was heralded as a huge 
success.  Staff  and students alike became 
fascinated with the character, and through 
comic videos and posters, att enti on was 
drawn to the illness and awareness was 
raised across all campuses, with relati vely 
low levels of sickness absence.

Jayne Dodgson, Director of Corporate 
Communicati ons, said: “There’s some 
reverse psychology involved. Although 
common sense dictates everyone 

should be wary of Swine Flu, Viral 
Man is so charismati c that people 
were drawn to him and therefore 
took more noti ce of the serious 
advice which they had seen 
or heard hundreds of ti mes in 
associati on with the nati onal fl u 
campaign and may have started 

to become ‘immune’ to.”

Viral Man flu campaign proves 'infectious'
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Mean and green: L-R James Down, Mark Taylor (Viral Man), Lauren Wright 

University leads the way

Picture of health?: One of the Viral Man 

posters used across the University.
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Guru broadcasts 
advice to students
Radio students were given a valuable insight 
into the legal aspects of radio producti on 
and journalism, thanks to a guest lecture 
from one of the most prominent heads of 
news in the country.

John Pickford, Head of News, Bauer 
Radio Manchester, spoke to second years 
at the Warrington campus about the 
importance of legal compliance within 
radio producti on. 

David Grimshaw, Senior Lecturer in 
Radio Producti on, said: “John was a very 
enlightening speaker. He drew on his 
own experiences, which were fascinati ng. 
He emphasised the responsibiliti es that 
broadcasters have and used real examples 
to illustrate his points."

Iron Age houses found 
near Kelsall village
Archaeology students joined forces with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Habitats and Hillforts project to investi gate 
the Iron Age hillfort of Kelsborrow Castle, 
near Kelsall. 

Students used geophysical survey 
techniques to catch a glimpse of what 
may be hidden underneath the surface of 
the ground.  This has given archaeologists 
more informati on on the defences of the 
locati on and has revealed the characteristi c 
round footprints of Iron Age homes.

 

Detective work 
develops police focus
As part of a long-term partnership with 
Cheshire Constabulary, a new programme 
in Criminal Investi gati on was launched at 
the Warrington campus. 

Designed for police offi  cers who wish 
to specialise in crime and work in the 
Criminal Investi gati on Department (CID), 
the programme takes a year to complete 
and involves modules in the investi gati ve 
interviewing of witnesses, victi ms and 
suspects, the principles and practi ce of 
investi gati ons, and a placement within a 
relevant Division of Cheshire Police. 

The programme builds on the 
Foundati on Degree in Policing, which trains 
every new offi  cer that the Constabulary 
recruits, and is part of the Force’s drive to 
enhance the educati onal experience and 
qualifi cati ons of its offi  cers. 

Warrington in a ‘Super 
League’ of its own
As one of the main sponsors and training 
ground for Warrington Wolves, the 
University of Chester is no stranger to 
rugby league, and its Warrington campus 
provided the backdrop for a programme 
celebrati ng the best of Super League in 
2009.

Sky Sports Reporter, Angela Powers, 
used the hi-tech North West Media 
Centre to fi lm parts of her programme, 
Super League Season Review, which was 
screened in December.

On fi lming at Warrington, Angela 
said:  “The North West Media Centre is 
the perfect facility in which to fi lm, as it is 
such a versati le space where I was able to 
create my own set.”

Cooking up a storm for 
Chester’s homeless
Students helped spread some goodwill 
by baking cakes for some of the city’s 
homeless people. The volunteers then 
distributed them in hostels linked with 
Chester Aid to the Homeless (CATH). 

The University is a long-term supporter 
of CATH, with students regularly taking 
part in the charity’s annual sleep-out and 
contributi ng in other ways. 

UK’s first Mortuary 
Science graduates
The fi rst cohort of students from the 
pioneering Foundati on Degree in Mortuary 
Science graduated in November, watched 
proudly by John Tempest, former President 
of the Briti sh Insti tute of Embalmers.

The course was the UK’s fi rst Higher 
Educati on qualifi cati on for those working 
in the mortuary profession and was 
heralded as a ‘real breakthrough’ when it 
launched in January 2008. 

Covering a diverse range of subjects, 
including biological chemistry, cell 
and tissue science and anatomy and 
physiology, the course opened up a world 
of opportunity for students, with the 
internationally recognised qualification 
potentially paving the way to work in 
the lucrative markets of North and South 
America where a formal qualification is 
required. 

Primarily aimed at individuals already 
working in the sector, students complete 
their programme through ‘blended 
learning’, which involves a combinati on of 
taught sessions at the University, distance-
learning at home and in the workplace, 
and e-learning.

The University has now extended its 
Mortuary Science programme with the 
introducti on of the country’s fi rst full BSc 
degree in Mortuary Science.

Closer look: Archaeology students Kati e 
Stone and Craig Garner conduct the survey.

Refl ecti ng on rugby:  Reporter, Angela Powers, 
fi lming Super League Season Review.

Leading the way: The fi rst cohort of students 
to complete the Foundati on Degree in 
Mortuary Science is pictured at graduati on 
alongside John Tempest (far left ), Dr Basma 
Ellahi, Acti ng Head of Biological Sciences 
(back row second from left ) and Dr Philip 
Wood, Programme Leader (far right).
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Putting on a show with 
Florentine focus
A collecti on of sculptures inspired by 
industrial materials and processes, 
produced by Dr Jeremy Turner, Senior 
Lecturer in Fine Art, was exhibited in the 
presti gious Conservatorio Luigi Cherubini 
in Florence last winter.

He exhibited the sculptures at the 
specialist school of music throughout 
November, conti nuing the strong links the 
University has with the Conservatorio and 
the Fiesole Art School. 

Enti tled The Heavens Refl ect Our 
Labours, Dr Turner fi rst exhibited this 
sculpture collecti on at the Grosvenor 
Museum, in Chester, in 2008. 

He said: “I was extremely excited about 
the prospect of exhibiti ng in Florence, 
I’ve exhibited many ti mes in the UK, but 
never in Italy. I would love to do more 
internati onal exhibiti ons. 

“My work evokes the relati onship 
between industrial materials and our 
changing environment and landscape. I 
received many positi ve comments about 
the exhibiti on, which comprises a dozen 
pieces. The oldest piece I completed 
10 years ago but it fi ts in well with the 
collecti on.” 

The links with Fiesole Art School date 
back to 2004 aft er Maggie Jackson, Senior 
Lecturer in Art History, was invited to visit 
the School. 

Staff  successes

Foremost nursing honour

One of the highest possible honours in 
health care belongs to Irene Cooke, Senior 
Lecturer within the Community and Child 
Health Team, aft er being accorded the ti tle 
of Queen’s Nurse.

She was awarded the presti gious 
accolade for a career spanning more than 
30 years in nursing and is now helping to 
develop the next generati on of qualifi ed 
nurses.

Irene received the award from Dr David 
Colin-Thome OBE, Nati onal Clinical Director 
for Primary Care.

The coveted Queen’s Nurse ti tle is 
awarded to around 20 nurses each year, 
making it one of the most prominent 
and sought-aft er awards in the nursing 
profession.

Building links: Italian-bound Dr Jeremy Turner, pictured with his work Not the Tower of Babel.

Nati onal disti ncti on: Dr David Colin-Thome OBE, Nati onal Clinical Director for Primary 
Care, presents the Queen’s Nurse badge and certi fi cate to Irene Cooke.
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Global cycling
Wayne O’Brien, a Senior Lecturer 
in Television Producti on at the 
Warrington campus, completed a 
gruelling 6,000-mile bike trip last 
summer for charity.

He embarked on the epic solo ride 
to raise money for Help the Heroes and 
the Tim Parry Jonathan Foundati on 
for Peace, cycling from the west coast 
to east coast of America before fl ying 
to Gibraltar and then conti nuing 
through France, Spain and back to 
Warrington.

To promote his eff orts further, he 
joined forces with staff  and students 
from the University’s Commercial 
Music Producti on programme to 
record a charity single enti tled The 
Bike Ride of My Life.

Art celebrated 
across the Mersey
An exhibiti on of work produced by 
Fine Art staff  at the University travelled 
to Liverpool, to be showcased in the 
Novas Contemporary Urban Centre.  

As Encounter, the diverse show  
was put together by staff  teaching across 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes, and featured painti ng, 
sculpture, printmaking, texti les work, 
digital practi ce and photography.

It was supported by the 
University’s Research and Knowledge 
Transfer Offi  ce.

African accolade 
Dr Marti n Evans, a Lecturer in 
Geography and Development Studies, 
has been elected to the Council of the 
African Studies Associati on of the UK 
(ASAUK).

Marti n, who will serve on the 
Council for an initi al three years, 
was nominated by geographers 
from University College London, on 
the grounds that ASAUK needs to 
increasingly recognise that many 
academics working on Africa are not 
just based at larger universiti es with 
African Studies centres.

Dr Evans is a recognised expert on 
West Africa’s longest running confl ict 
in the Casamance region of Southern 
Senegal, and his knowledge of the 
region has led to him being called upon 
by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi  ce to brief new Ambassadors on 
the confl ict, as well as a number of 
NGOs.

Food for thought for The One Show 
A nutriti on specialist from the University starred in the BBC’s popular topical magazine 
programme, The One Show, earlier this year.

Dr Basma Ellahi, Acti ng Head of Biological Sciences, joined food and farming experts 
from the University’s Associate College at Reaseheath, near Nantwich, to be interviewed 
by TV presenter and the Observer food criti c Jay Rayner. 

The series of three fi lms investi gated the manufacturing processes carried out on 
food and drink before it reaches the supermarket shelf. Basma joined the team for the 
second day of fi lming, to carry out a scienti fi c analysis in the laboratories of the content 
of diff erent types of reformed meat, orange juice and milk drinks.

Taste of knowledge: Dr Basma Ellahi with Jay Rayner at Reaseheath College.

A match made in Chester
Campus sweethearts Anthony Parker, now Deputy Bursar, and his long-term partner, 
Suzanne Wells, were married in the University Chapel in November.  

The pair fi rst met whilst they were students at Chester in the 1990s.  Anthony 
graduated in 1998 aft er studying Geography and History whilst Suzanne graduated 
a year later having completed a BEd in Primary Educati on.  Friends, family and 
colleagues att ended the service, aft er which the pair honeymooned in Las Vegas.
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Advertising students make their mark
Enterprising students have beaten signifi cant competi ti on from across the world to win a 
presti gious D&AD Yellow Pencil Award - the design and adverti sing industry’s version of 
the Oscars - for outstanding creati vity. 

Will Bollen, Jerry Clark, Christi ne King, Muna Mohammed and Sharleen Smyth rubbed 
shoulders with some of the world’s leading adverti sing schools to claim their prize at a 
glitzy ceremony in London.  

The Award was just reward for the quality of work they produced for Blyk Mobile, 
creati ng an integrated adverti sing campaign, which involved devising video and social 
networking campaigns. 

Legal eagles fly global flag for UK
The United Kingdom has been unanimously elected as a member of the world’s largest 
independent law students’ associati on, thanks to the eff orts of four legal eagles at the 
University.

Briti sh membership of the European Law Students’ Associati on (ELSA) had lapsed, leaving 
the country without a role in the presti gious network of 30,000 students across 35 countries, 
unti l the Chester quartet launched a campaign for the UK to be reinstated. 

Thanks to the eff orts of Wojciech Jozeph Kolodziejczak, Pete Reynolds, Laithe Jajeh and 
Magdalena Niemier, in conjuncti on with students from Glasgow, London, and Bristol, the UK 
was accepted as members of the ELSA network as observers, aft er presenti ng a strong acti on 
plan and strategy to the internati onal council meeti ng in Montenegro. 

Wojciech, who is President of the UK’s ELSA Board, said: "It has been a real challenge, but 
the support we have received has been phenomenal - everyone wants to come with us. It’s 
nice to have the full support of the internati onal board, but the real challenge starts now."

Going global

Ad-ded value: Winning students Will Bollen, Sharleen Smyth, Muna Mohammed and Jerry Clark.

Strengthening academic 
links with Russia
A visit by academics from a presti gious 
educati onal insti tuti on in Russia could 
lead to a number of joint initi ati ves with 
the University.

Staff  from the North-West Academy 
of Public Administrati on in St Petersburg 
travelled to Chester to meet with the 
University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Tim Wheeler, and staff  from the Faculty of 
Business, Enterprise and Lifelong Learning, to 
discuss possible future collaborati ve work.

David Parry, Senior Lecturer at the 
University, said: “It was a very producti ve 
and interesti ng visit, and gave both 
insti tuti ons the opportunity to compare 
teaching approaches. It was their fi rst visit 
and they were most impressed with the 
Chester campus."

Christmas gift from 
Bethlehem
Professor Allen Owens and Senior Lecturer 
Steve Tones, from the Faculty of Educati on 
and Children’s Services, came bearing gift s 
aft er a trip to Bethlehem in December.

The pair visited the University of 
Bethlehem, with which Chester has 
harvested strong links with since 2004, 
where they were presented with a hand-
carved olive wood nati vity scene.  This 
was on display in the University Chapel at 
the Chester campus over the Christmas 
period.

UK and US healthcare under the microscope
The similariti es and diff erences between healthcare systems in the UK and the US 
came under the scruti ny during a conference at the University , which coincided 
with the advent of major reform under President Obama. 

Enti tled Preparing for Change: delivering healthcare, transatlanti c and UK 
perspecti ves, the two-day event, brought together practi ti oners, administrators 
and policy makers from the two countries to highlight key practi ces in healthcare 
delivery and organisati on of healthcare services. The festi ve scene sits proudly in the 

University Chapel, surrounded by candles.
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Former Chester student ERIC LAWS recalls his 
introducti on to Chester and the early days as a 
student in the city.

In September 1953, I arrived at the College, 
those rather forbidding, down-at-heel red 
sandstone buildings, to be greeted by a Guild 
Councillor of the senior year. Climbing up the 
narrow, worn, stone stairway to the dormitories 
was an exciti ng experience, but my feelings 
changed when I was shown to my ‘room’ – a 
small, unlit, stable-like cell with a sliding wooden 
door, unchanged since the College was built. 
There was just enough room for a bed and a 
chest of drawers, all open above. 

The feel of the place gave an air of romanti c 
ideas of monasti c studies, of sparse, monk-like 
endeavour. In the Vice-Principal’s words, “The old 
dormitories were long and narrow, the fenestrati on 
was unsuitable, and they were unheated.” The only 
heati ng provided in ‘Rookery’ to serve the 14 of 
us was a single one-bar electric fi re, and no direct 
lighti ng in the rooms. 

Smoking was not allowed – everything was 
wooden. This was to be my home for the next 
two years. However, camaraderie grew, all of us 
making the best of it and, as most of us had just 
recently completed Nati onal Service, we were 
conditi oned to accept what was thrown at us.

Another aspect of College life was totally 
unexpected – the regime, domesti c and 
academic, was nearer to Dotheboys Hall than a 
modern College. There was further alarm when 
we discovered that the teaching staff  would have 
been at one with Mr Squeers. I exaggerate, but 
only a litt le. Our lives were restricted in many 
ways, unsuited to young men recently released 
from the Forces or industry. We were treated like 
recalcitrant schoolboys by staff .

Voluntary Chapel att endance every morning 
was regarded by us as a necessary item in achieving 
our goal of a Cert Ed. It paid to be there and to be 
seen there – aft er all it was a C of E College, and 
staff  were there someti mes. Before Principal Price 
arrived in Easter 1953, Chapel att endance before 
breakfast was compulsory.

Lectures were compulsory too, and only a 
death certi fi cate allowed any absence. Saturday 
morning lectures delayed anyone from belti ng off  
home for the weekend, to be back by 11pm on the 
Sunday.  Anyone not in by that ti me was reported 
to the Duty Tutor by the Duty Guild Councillor. 
Principal Price had allowed students to go in and 
out of the College at will and to have freedom at 
night of the kind they would have at home. 

The restricti ons of life were an anachronism, 
but the advent of Astbury and Fisher Houses 
marked a turning point and some of the old 
restricti ons were diminished. The camaraderie 
sponsored by the old buildings was diminished too. 
Although we didn’t realise it at the ti me, change 

was in the air – under the Liverpool Insti tute of 
Educati on, courses were due for a change; only one 
member of staff  for each subject could no longer 
accommodate the requirements and a third year 
course was on the horizon, although the College did 
off er supplementary courses in a few subjects.

In September 1954, the old order was changing, 
and the students of my year group were the last 
to live in the old buildings, which for the fi rst ti me 
since 1842, had no occupants. The expansion of 
the number of students (about 180 in 1955 to 340 
in 1959) had been an aim for some ti me, and the 
changed nature of those being recruited presented 
the authoriti es with problems. Life in the forces 
had disrupted the ‘normal’ recruits from entering 
teaching with its relati vely low salaries and the 
changed outlooks on life. The Cert Ed was beginning 
to lose some of its credibility and it was beginning to 
look like a second class qualifi cati on. 

However, with the eventual demise of Nati onal 
Service, there was an increase in candidates for 
teacher training and student numbers were very 
healthy by the new academic year in 1957.  Before, 
students were taken straight from school to College 
which helped the shortage of teachers nati onally. 

The Mid-Year scheme was initi ated at Chester 
whereby a fresh intake of 60 students began 
in 1958, to start their course in January. They 
would train alongside the present students but 
fi nish their course in December instead of July. 
Additi onal staff  were required to accommodate 
this, and double sitti  ngs were needed for meals, 
and the newly-planned dining hall and kitchens 
made these changes possible. Mid-Year courses 
conti nued unti l 1960.

The change that was in the air from the early 
to middle fi ft ies conti nued. It led to many new 
buildings, an increase in student numbers, and the 
introducti on of women, but the empty, old buildings 
presented a problem. It was even contemplated at 
one ti me that they should be demolished. They 
are now used for hospitality purposes, and for 
administrati on and are listed buildings. 

Fellow student HARRY PARR explains that 
although there was ‘nowhere else to go,’ 
Chester’s uniqueness built lifelong friendships.

I suspect that the years 1953 to 1955 at 
Chester College were not much diff erent from 
those that went before and very much the same 
as many that came aft erwards. It is certain that a 
chronicling of the hardships of living in ‘Rookery’ 
and ‘Top John’ will hold the interest of few of 
today’s students. My contemporaries have writt en 
of those days when young men emerged happily 
from the Armed Forces into civilian life feeling 
privileged to be accepted to a Teacher Training 
College, only to be housed in quarters that would 
have done justi ce to the infamous ‘Hanoi Hilton’ of 
the Vietnam War. Most were completely oblivious 

to the changes that had taken place in the world 
and in the minds of students who conti nued to 
appear at the College gates.

Given the situati on we found ourselves in, a 
couple of questi ons beg to be answered: why did 
we stay? And, what on earth are we doing sti ll 
coming back to such a place for reunions aft er 40 
odd years?  We stayed because, quite simply, we 
had nowhere else to go and had learned a form of 
compliance in the Forces and some of us practi sed 
it with skill. The silly rules that controlled our 
comings and goings, the ritual mealti mes, tea with 
the Principal and all the rest of the anachronisti c 
nonsense were either accepted with good humour 
or easily circumvented. Becoming teachers was our 
aim and we intended to have a good ti me doing it. 
And we did. We might appear to be stuff y old men 
now but we were lively lads then and we formed 
close alliances and bonds. Therein lies the answer 
to “Why do we return to reunions,” even though we 
spent two years in decrepit surroundings.

The fi rst year of residence in dormitory 
cubicles, unchanged since the College was 
born, herded us into an enforced togetherness. 
Friendships were forged, strong and lasti ng. We 
worked hard and we learned much from these 
associati ons: studying, playing, laughing, drinking 
and occasionally being very serious together. It 
has occurred to me, but only fl eeti ngly, that all 
this was part of the grand plan devised by the 
College to educate young men but I sti ll retain 
enough cynicism to doubt that.

When we entered the world again many of 
our associati ons conti nued; we shared the joys 
of marriage and children and a 40 year journey 
through life, always remembering what brought us 
together in the fi rst place. Chester College did that 
for us and we are grateful. Whenever we meet we 
relive those two years, culti vati ng legends so that 
the memories take on a sort of quaintness. In 1995 
Eric Laws and I searched for traces of ‘Rookery’, 
‘Top John’ and our youth. We couldn’t fi nd them 
but I know they are there somewhere, hidden 
behind and under the new walls and fl oors of what 
is now Senate House. That’s the way our memories 
of Chester College are: hidden in ti me and having 
meaning only to those who were there over 40 
years ago. So we will conti nue our friendships and 
we will come back to Chester ti me and ti me again 
and drink beer in the Pied Bull, telling stories, some 
of them true, not only of College days but also of 
our varied careers in educati on. There had been a 
life before College, 20 years or so, but it was Chester 
that set us on a course that was to shape us.

It’s a long way from my home to Chester but 
I shall be back again; the power of the nostalgia 
is remarkable. And, to tell you the truth, I have 
grown quite fond of the place.

feature  
Chester College in the fifties 
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The Cestrian Associati on Annual Reunion 
of 2009 was the usual convivial gathering 
during the weekend of 12-13 September.

The AGM was att ended by 21 members 
and chaired by the Vice-Chancellor.  He 
reported on a sound fi nancial year for the 
University, the constructi on of the Alumni 
Garden by the Beswick Building and the 
imminent purchase of County Hall.

It was a good turnout and an 
improvement on previous years.  The 
luncheon meeti ng was well att ended 
and addressed by the Vice-Chancellor 
who outlined the exciti ng progress being 
made as the University gains strength and 
prominence.

The Annual Dinner was a great success 
and our guest speaker, Professor Kevin 
Sykes, held his appreciati ve audience in 
excellent good humour as he recounted 
his memories of the ‘good old days’ during 
his term of offi  ce.

The majority of former students were 
from a ‘bygone age’, but it was encouraging 
to see an increase in the number from more 
recent years.  The Executi ve Committ ee is 
intent on making the Alumni Associati on 
more att racti ve to those students and our 
website is being constantly improved.

The 1961 year group was well 
represented and a fond farewell was 
extended to Trevor Smalley MBE, one of 
the prominent members of their year who 
was leaving to live in New Zealand.

It is always a pleasure, and an honour, 
to welcome Albert Litt le OBE who 
graduated in 1937!

Reunion 2010 will be the start of a 
new era as the Cestrian Associati on and 
Padgate Old Students Associati on (POSA) 
meet together in Chester as the University 
of Chester Alumni Associati on (UCAA).

Stan France

Annual Reunions

Padgate Old Students’ Association (POSA)
Saturday 5 September 2009 was a special day for the old students 
of the former Padgate Training College – the date of the fi nal POSA 
Reunion. Rather than regard it as a sad occasion, we chose to look 
upon it as a celebrati on of the Associati on, its members and its 
achievements. Lett ers and appeals had gone out in good ti me, 
and over 120 members travelled to the Warrington Campus, or 
‘Padgate’ as it will be forever known to those who trained there.

An old traditi on was recalled, as Committ ee members received 
a butt onhole or corsage before the morning meeti ng. Aft erwards, 
everyone gathered in the Students’ Union Bar to meet up with 
old friends before lunch. In the unavoidable absence of our 
President, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr Dorothy Marriss, the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor and our Chairman, presided over proceedings. 
Also with us were two former Principals, Bill Buckley and Hilary 
Tucker, Dr Dobson’s daughter Helen Henwood and her son, and Stan France the Chester Associati on’s Registrar. We welcomed 
Jayne Dodgson, Director of Corporate Communicati ons, Mrs Ivy Buckley and Father Ian Delinger, the Campus Chaplain.

As always, the kitchen staff  produced an excellent three course lunch. Toasts were sincere and brief. The AGM was held at 
the table before members dispersed for a stroll around the att racti ve grounds, a tour of the newest buildings or just a chat with 
friends over aft ernoon tea. The raffl  e had raised £215 towards the Awards Fund. We were delighted that Andy Slater was present 
to lead the ‘Folkie’ which began the evening’s entertainment. The band brought the day to a close. Our thanks to everyone who 
att ended and who contributed in any way to the success of the day. A record of the event has been compiled and put in the 
Padgate Archive.

Elsie Newton, Curti s McFarlane, Jackie Timmis and Anne Cooper are now members of the Executi ve of the University of 
Chester Alumni Associati on (UCAA). Please keep in touch either directly with one of us or with University or Alumni events via 
the website www.chesteralumni.com. The UCAA Reunion will be held in Chester over the weekend of 11 and 12 September. It 
would be good to have a POSA table or two.

Elsie Newton

Cestrian Association Annual Reunion 2009
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NOTICE BOARD

Alumni Down-Under
1986 graduate Ian Mills is looking for fellow 

alumni who may be living in Australia.  Based 

in Melbourne, Ian would be delighted to hear 

from any former Chester students who may be 

interested in having a reunion.  During his ti me as 

a student, Ian was also Co-Editor of the Chester 

Rag Mag in 1985 and recalls his ti me living in on 

campus in Fisher Halls with great fondness.  Ian 

also represented English Colleges at golf against 

Scotti  sh Colleges.  

To contact Ian, drop him an email at imills@

woodleigh.vic.edu.au or call us on 01244 511091, 

and we will pass your message on to him.

Lost contact
American summer camp Director, Ken Miller, is 

looking to trace three friends who worked with 

him at Camp Moosilauke during the early 1980s.  

Red Adiar, Glynn Allcock and Dave Hughes were 

students at the Warrington campus (formerly 

Padgate College) but spent the summer of 1980 

working at the camp in Orford, New Hampshire.  

Ken visited Warrington in December 1980 to see 

his friends and is eager to get in touch with them 

again before he travels to England later this year.

If you know the whereabouts of Red, Glynn 

or Dave, email us at alumni@chester.ac.uk and 

we will forward your message to Ken.

Birthday plea
Kathy Brandstatt er has contacted us on behalf 

of Cass Robinson (née Miller) who is looking to 

trace an old friend who she believes att ended 

Chester College between 1968 and 1970.  Cheryl 

Nance was born in 1950 and studied art.  Cass is 

to celebrate her 60th
 
Birthday Party this year and 

would love Cheryl to att end.  They are former 

colleagues at Clarendon School in Abergele.

If you know Cheryl, or have informati on 

of her current whereabouts, get in touch at 

alumni@chester.ac.uk or call 01244 511 091.

Organise your own reunion
The Alumni Associati on would be delighted to 

hear from any former students who may wish 

to set up their own reunion for their group of 

friends or year group.  We may be able to help 

you reach some of your old friends and help 

put the wheels in moti on to organise a get 

together.

Alternati vely, if you remain in touch 

with friends and colleagues from your 

ti me at the University of Chester (including 

Padgate College, Warrington Collegiate 

Insti tute, Chester College or University 

College Chester), we’d love to hear from you.

To contact the Alumni Associati on, email 

alumni@chester.ac.uk or call 01244 511 091.

A FAMILIAR FACE
Catching up with long-serving member of staff , 
Dr Lesley Cooke from Lecturer II in Sport Psychology and 
Psychology to Dean of Students.

What year did you start working at the University?  1983
How much has University changed since then?
It's diffi  cult to capture the immense changes over the past 27 years.
For a start we have transformed from a small teacher training college 
hidden behind high sandstone walls into a large multi -site University. 

When I started here, there were about 800-900 students; all 

undergraduate. When I greet the new undergraduates each September, I speak to two groups each of 

about 800-1,000! Now there are 15,000 students at Chester, undergraduate and postgraduate. Class 

sizes in the early 1980s were oft en under 25. I can vividly remember the fi rst class of over 100 that I 

taught in the late 80s!

The shape of the working day and the year has changed.  In 1983, everyone went home at the 5pm 

end of day. There were long holidays, especially in the summer. Now, the year never seems to stop: 

Nursing and Midwifery, and postgraduate students are here most of the year.

Then: There were no PCs in the sense that we have them now.  All we had were two telex terminals 

in the Gent’s toilet in Thomas Building linked by phone line to the University of Liverpool:  you can 

imagine the 'delicacy' of booking their use!  Any typing was done in the General Offi  ce.  Work sheets for 

classes were cranked out by the tutor on a Banda machine.  There was one photocopier – and a long 

queue. Today there are nearly 2,000 PCs for student use across all sites; 'resnet' faciliti es in the Halls; and 

interacti ve media, including blogs, Twitt er and Ning.  And there’s sti ll a queue for the photocopiers!

Then: Every Thursday morning the College stopped for Chapel, sports practi ce and personal 

tutorials. In those years we only had eight to 10 personal students, although that number began to 

increase very fast over the next 10 years.  Today, many tutors have over 30 personal students, which 

doesn’t allow as much ti me to build the quality of personal relati onships that typifi ed earlier ti mes. 

We worked hard but, compared to 2010, there was minimal paperwork. This meant that staff  had 

more ti me to spend with the students; involving themselves with coaching sports teams, advising the 

student newspaper and so on.  Discipline problems were much rarer because so many of the students 

were on full-ti me undergraduate secondary teacher training courses. The majority of students lived on 

the Chester site. Today we have a campus at Warrington; and many students live at home or in the local 

neighbourhood. The pace of life was less hecti c for staff  and students: there always seemed to be ti me 

for each other.

In the 1980s College Rag was an enormously successful 

acti vity.  Rag Day would start with the Pyjama Run, which 

created great amusement in the City. Each Hall (Old College, 

Fisher, Astbury, Bradbury, Morrell, Catherine, Margaret and 

Alex) would decorate a fl oat on a fl at bed lorry for Rag Parade, 

later in the day.  The majority of our students would take part 

in this procession through the City, led by the Mayor, joined 

by other fl oats and fl anked by police outriders. Denis Holman, 

Rag Treasurer for many years, reminds that in those years 

the students raised between £20,000 and £30,000 annually 

during Rag Day.

How have those changes aff ected how you do your job?

As Dean, my focus is on planning and ensuring the 

delivery of strategic developments that will improve the 

student experience.  I manage a number of staff  teams including disability (we now have approximately 

800 students with disability), welfare, student fi nance, student development, mentoring, discipline, 

out-of-hours pastoral support, and a range of other acti viti es. Inevitably I have much less contact with 

students. The University’s programme has expanded both the working day and year.  This means that 

my staff  and I can take our vacati ons at any ti me (except Inducti on Week!); most can work fl exiti me; 

and a number also work voluntarily as part of the out-of-hours pastoral care teams. This is very diff erent 

from my work as a lecturer. However, many of the changes are common to all of us at Chester. My daily 

work is heavily dependent on emails and the internet. I have to att end far more meeti ngs than I ever 

dreamt I would do. 

What are the best things about working at the University?  Community.  

If you could change one thing about Higher Educati on, what would it be?

I would like us to have greater freedom from Government rules and regulati ons; for all students to 

really value the wide range of opportuniti es that they get at University and use them to the fullest.
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Thank you to all our Year Secretaries 
who once again did a magnifi cent job 
of submitti  ng their Year Notes.  For the 
fuller version, a colour supplement with 
photographs is available.

1937 – Albert Litt le enjoyed his return 
to Chester for last year’s Reunion and 
conti nues to have a hecti c social life, which 
includes eati ng out regularly and playing 
bridge at Eton Sailing Club every week.

1948 – David Lewis is eager to hear from 
any former members of ‘Lord Percy’s Army’.  
Members enjoyed two fantasti c Reunions 
during 2009, plan another in September 
2010, and would love to see other year 
group members att end.  

1951 – Roy Schofi eld remains in touch with 
several of the year group and was happy 
to hear from Derek Rawsthorne, Barry 
Wademan, Geoff  Griffi  ths, Ken Challinor 
and John Burstall at Christmas.

1952 – Year Secretary Ken Wyatt  managed 
to contact several 1952 members, whom 
he hadn’t seen since leaving College all 
those years ago, and numbers att ending 
the Annual Reunion from the year group 
may increase further.   Ken celebrated his 
80th birthday and was given a surprise party 
with family and friends.

1953 – Congratulati ons go to Brian Platt , 
who has married again, whilst John 
Farquharson is off  to New Zealand to visit 
his daughter.  Mick Ballance is also heading 
‘Down Under’.  Jeff  Steele is getti  ng to 
grips with a new car that has been in the 
offi  ng for some ti me!  Several members are 
sti ll enjoying playing golf and those who 
att ended last year’s Reunion had a great 
ti me.  Sadly, we learn of Roy Williamson’s 
passing in February.

1955 – Brian Ball’s publishing acti viti es 
conti nue, especially in the US (also see pages 
28 and 29), and G Ellison conti nues to enjoy 
playing competi ti ve chess.  Several members 
have enjoyed globetrotti  ng on holiday, while 
many more remain in contact, including P 
Gartside, J Mills, T Jarvis and G Borebank.

1956 – Contact is kept with much of the 
group, many of whom conti nue to travel to 
some fantasti c holiday desti nati ons!  David 
Higgins is enjoying his year as Mayor of 
Traff ord and two members celebrated their 
Golden Weddings in 2009.  Sadly though, 
we mourn the passing of six members.

1957 – Many of the year group keep in touch 
from around the UK, and further afi eld, and 
conti nue to dive head fi rst into their hobbies.  
Year Secretary Ken Morgan reports the sad 
passing of Jim Ayre and John Sewell. 

1958 – Ray Hills has a busy year as Captain 
of Fleetwood Golf Club while Peter and 
Frances Noden are sti ll enjoying cruising.  
Colin Hunt and John Smith are both 
enjoying walking; Keith and Dorcas Rowles 
have celebrated their Golden Wedding.  
Keith Harrison regretf ully informs of the 
death of Peter Pederson in November.

1958-59 Mid Year II – Year Secretary Rod 
Hunt was grateful for the huge amount 
of informati on received from year group 
members, so much so he sent a separate 
newslett er!  Rod wishes to hear from 
anyone who may be interested in another 
‘58-59 Mid Year II Reunion.

1961 – A memorable weekend was enjoyed 
at Annual Reunion as the year group 
celebrated the 50th Anniversary of their 
arrival in Chester.  Meanwhile Trevor Smalley 
has emigrated to New Zealand, Tony Street 
is hoping his ninth grandchild will be a boy, 
while Geoff rey Trigg’s method of clearing a 
wasps’ nest eventually required three fi re 
engines!  Year Secretary Tony Robinson was 
sad to report the passing of Dave Renshaw, 
who will be missed by all.

1961 Mid Year – Ian Manship is in hoping 
to see a big turn out from the ’61 Mid 
Year group at this year’s annual Reunion 
to celebrate 50 years on.  Thirteen have 
already confi rmed their att endance, and Ian 
would like to hear from any colleague from 
that year, with whom he may no longer be 
in touch.   Telephone Ian on 01995 605147.

1966 – Many of the 1966 year group 
remain in contact and the ‘walking group’ 
conti nues to meet up every spring for the 
weekend.  Nearly 20 people met up for a 
break in Skipton in March, and Ian Crickett  
would like to hear from anyone interested 
in joining a future trip.  Telephone Ian on 
01457 870592.

1967 – The winter weather put paid to any 
plans for travelling and socialising and so 
none of the northern groups from 1967 
have been able to meet for quite some 
ti me.  Ann Watkins (Lumley) moved out of 
Chester for a quiet life in the countryside 
and Mike and Lindsay (Wood) McNeal do a 
lot of off -shore sailing around the UK and 
abroad.  Just four members from the year 
att ended Annual Reunion.

1968/69 – A great ti me was had at the 
Annual Reunion and we would love to 
see more from these year groups next 
year.  Get in touch if you can att end.  Our 
thoughts are with Andrea  Staltmeier 
(1964-67) and Susan Rocket (Robinson 
1968-71) whose husbands, Brian and John 
respecti vely, have died in the past year. 

Full obituaries also appear in the Year Notes 
supplement enclosed with this magazine.

Dr Trevor Slater
Dr Trevor Slater, who died suddenly on 29th 

May, 2009 at the age of 79, was appointed to 
the staff  of Chester College (as it was then) 
in September 1969, having previously been 
Head of Music at Broadway Grammar School, 
Barnsley, his home town. Aft er studying at the 
Royal Manchester College of Music, where 
he was awarded the ARMCM graduate status 
diploma, he trained as a teacher at Brett on 
Hall.

Trevor was a consummate all-round musician. 
A gift ed pianist and organist, he also excelled 
in such theoreti cal aspects of the subject as 
harmony, counterpoint, fugue, orchestrati on 
and compositi on.            

Alan Digby
Alan joined the staff  of Chester College in 1969 
and soon made a major contributi on to the 
Geography Department as one of the fi rst of 
the new generati on of geographers who had 
been trained in the applicati on of quanti tati ve 
methods to this subject. With John Carhart 
he developed a lively and challenging course 
in Urban Geography.  Many students recall 
with enthusiasm the associated fi eld studies 
enlivened by Alan’s energy and wit.

In 1980 he was awarded his PhD by the 
University of Liverpool for his research into 
teacher mobility in England. Soon aft erwards he 
was promoted to Principal Lecturer. 

Alan was appointed Tutor in Charge of 
Educati onal Technology in 1982 and he quickly 
masterminded the development of audio-
visual services from a small basic facility into a 
professional campus-wide media service. Alan 
was responsible for the College’s introducti on to 
open access computer based technology. When 
Alan reti red early in 1991 the Media Studies Unit 
was a valuable asset to teaching and learning 
and highly regarded by staff  and students.             

Phil Williams (1942)
Phil Williams was educated in Liverpool and 
started at Chester College in 1940. He joined the 
STC in College and fought against the Japanese 
in Burma.

Aft er the war he returned to Liverpool and 
took up a teaching post in the city. When he 
reti red he moved to the village of Llanfachreath 
in Anglesey. In College he was our organist and 
he became the organist in the village, for many 
years, unti l shortly before he died. His daughter 
told me that the organist from Liverpool’s Roman 
Catholic Cathedral offi  ciated at Phil’s Funeral. He 
was in his 89th year.

As far as I know, Phil only leaves his daughter 
Alison.  He was a gentleman and well liked by all 
who knew him.          

year notes
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obituaries

Arthur Pendlebury-Green (1952)
Born in Wigan, his family later moved to 
Southport, from where conscripti on intervened 
and Arthur became a commissioned Offi  cer 
in the Army. Aft er Nati onal Service, Arthur 
studied at Chester College for two years. 
During this period he was Vice-President of the 
Guild Council, serving his fellow students with 
vigour, honest endeavour and interest in their 
wellbeing.

On leaving Chester, Arthur’s fi rst teaching 
appointment was at Churchdown Junior School 
in Southport. He then moved to Christchurch 
CE Secondary School to be in charge of Science, 
and then on to St Philip’s CE Primary School 
to become Deputy Head Teacher. Marriage 
to Beryl in 1962 followed with a move to Kent 
and to his fi rst headship at Brasted CE Primary 
School. A further promoti on ensued when he 
became Head Teacher at St Mary’s CE School 
in Folkestone. As a member of the NAHT he 
served the Nati onal Associati on with disti ncti on 
by becoming its Kent President (twice). A rare 
achievement!

It was at this ti me that Arthur became the 
Nati onal Treasurer of the NAHT, a post he 
occupied for 16 years, and played a considerable 
part in its local and nati onal development. 
Arthur had a wide range of knowledge and a 
quiet form of wisdom. He worked hard to ensure 
good service, and used personal dedicati on to 
support worthy causes.

Beryl and Arthur had a good marriage, and 
their children, John and Jane, and the rest of the 
family, are aware of the wave of sympathy and 
understanding off ered to them.

A gentleman sadly missed. 

Roy Williamson (1953)
Roy Williamson died on 8th February 2010.  He 
had successfully combated illness unti l January 
when he went into Bolton Hospital, where he 
died peacefully.  Born and bred in Bolton, Roy 
remained in the town all his life, apart from his 
Nati onal Service and ti me at Chester. 

A teetotaller and non-smoker, he was one of 
four men from Bolton in our year.  He worked 
in primary educati on in Bolton throughout 
his career, during which he was Head, fi rst of 
Ridgeways Primary School and then Highfi eld 
Primary School, Farnworth unti l his reti rement, 
having an excellent reputati on and being very 
well respected.

He was a devout Lancastrian and a lifelong 
supporter of both Bolton Wanderers and the 
Lancashire County Cricket team, and being from 
the other side of the Pennines, I well remember 
our many discussions on the various merits of 
our respecti ve sportsmen.  Roy was a regular 
and keen second team player at College and 
during his teaching career he proved a good 
coach and organiser for the Bolton Primary 
Schools leagues.

Roy, whose wife Renee pre-deceased him 
some years ago, leaves a son, Michael, and a 
daughter, Stephanie, and his two grandsons.  

Gordon Pridding (1956)
It was not unti l aft er his reti rement that I had 
an address for Gordon, and I know very litt le of 
his life aft er College. He took early reti rement 
on health grounds in 1985 aft er teaching in 
Secondary Moderns in various parts of Cheshire 
and fi nally in Knutsford. 

Since reti rement, he lectured on rural 
topics to WIs, Mothers’ Unions, gardening 
societi es etc. He was Secretary of the Tarporley 
Poultry Society, and Chairman of the Knutsford 
gardening club. Eunice and he att ended the 
Chapel service at our 50 Years Out.

Brian Keefe (1956)
On leaving College, Brian spent a year in 
Sheffi  eld on a Geography course. Aft er that, 
he came to Liverpool and spent a Probati onary 
Year in a Secondary Modern. He then went 
over to the USA where he obtained a PhD at 
Michigan University. On his return to the UK, 
Liverpool refused to accept this qualifi cati on. 
Lancashire did, and he was appointed a Lecturer 
in (of all subjects) Educati on at IM Marsh Girls' 
PE College in South Liverpool. 

He served for 25 years as a magistrate in 
Liverpool and in 1995 became an Independent 
Member of Petersfi eld Town Council. A few 
years ago he bought a house in Simonstown, 
South Africa.

Brian Leigh (1956)
Brian spent his career teaching in his nati ve 
Wigan, being the head teacher at St James' 
CP School and then Winstanley CP School. 
However, it was in the world of Rugby Union 
that Brian made his mark. He was a lifelong 
member of Wigan RU Club and served 12 years 
as President. Once his playing days were over, 
he became an outstanding referee and was a 
past President of the Manchester and District 
Referees' Society. More recently, he made a 
telling contributi on to the assessment and 
performance of elite referees at both nati onal 
and internati onal level.

On the Saturday following his death, the 
English RU elite were instructed to wear a black 
armband as a tribute to Brian. 

Mike Rodgers (1956)
On leaving Bolton School where he studied 
classics, Mike worked fi rst for Scholes Gents 
Outf itt ers and then Boots the Chemist. Health 
grounds prevented him from being called up 
for Nati onal Service. At College, Mike will best 
be remembered for his excellent interpretati on 
of the role of Julius Caesar in Tony Barrett ’s 
producti on of Shakespeare’s play.

All his adult life Mike was very involved in 

all aspects of amateur dramati cs and opera – 
actor, producer, electrician, stage manager etc. 
He was Chairman of Bolton Amateur Theatre 
Society for many years up to his death. Although 
he received dialysis for his fi nal three years of 
life, he sti ll managed to play a full part in the 
producti ons.

John Dobie (1956)
John taught at St Margaret’s High School in 
Liverpool before moving into educati onal 
administrati on. He obtained an MEd degree 
in 1969 and by 1973 had risen to Assistant 
Educati on Offi  cer Secondary in Stockport. 
He moved north of the border to the post of 
Deputy Director of Educati on for the city of 
Edinburgh.

In 1993 he was awarded an OBE for his 
services to educati on. In 1996 he came south to 
att end the 40 Years Out Reunion. The following 
year he was promoted to Acti ng Director of 
Educati on for Edinburgh. This was his fi nal year 
of service.

On reti rement he was appointed Educati on 
Offi  cer with the Atlanti c Council UK (a NATO 
educati onal off shoot). He wrote two educati onal 
historical books – The Scotti  sh Educati on System 
1979 to 2004 and the third volume (1975-2005) 
of The History of the Associati on of Directors of 
Educati on in Scotland.

John Boothman (1956)
John had the misfortune to fail French in the 
fi nal exams and had to resit (successfully) in 
1957. He was appointed to the headship of 
a Church primary school in one of the small 
towns near Accrington.

He was Branch Organiser of Whalley & 
District Royal Briti sh Legion from 1976-1986.  
Following the publicati on of a children’s novel, 
he became a member of the Academy of 
Children’s Writers.

John att ended the 40 Years Out Reunion 
and the Reunion in 2004. Att endance at the 
Keswick Conventi on prevented his att ending 
other Reunions.           
 
John Sewell (1957)
Born in 1933, John spent most of his life in 
Cumbria.    Aft er school in Dalton and sixth form 
at Ulverston, he saw Nati onal Service in the RA, 
Oswestry, Egypt and Colchester. Aft er College 
he taught for 24 very happy years at Risedale 
Secondary School, then at Park View, both in 
Barrow-in-Furness. Like many of his year, he 
took early reti rement in 1988, but conti nued 
at other things, part ti me for an estate agent, 
then three ti mes a week at the local hospital 
selling newspapers and magazines.

John was a very happy chap, quite a character 
and with many friends. He died in January and 
his funeral refl ected his popularity, with almost 
300 att ending.
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Stay in style

Take a fresh look at Senate House
One of the most iconic buildings on the Chester campus also houses one of the 
best-kept secrets.  The historic Senate House, (formerly the Gladstone Centre and 
before that the Principal’s House,) will probably be a familiar sight to most former 
students, but did you know it now boasts its very own bouti que hotel?

From dining in its elegant restaurant to hosti ng gatherings in a relaxed environment, 
the newly-refurbished building off ers a whole host of services – and despite its plush 
appearance, far from being exclusive, it is available for current and former staff  and 
alumni to use.

The historic building dates back to 1842 and was built in the Tudor Gothic style. 
One of the architects, John Chessell Buckler, was shortlisted for the project to rebuild 
the Houses of Parliament. While it was being constructed, the father of Alice in 
Wonderland author Lewis Caroll, the Rev Charles Dodgson, silenced those criti cising 
its cost by stati ng that Chester deserved a building of taste.

 It has now been transformed into sophisti cated entertaining faciliti es for all 
occasions, from birthday celebrati ons and wedding recepti ons to formal dinners and 
small reunions.  

Ian White, Director of Catering Services, who designed the new modern, but 
classic, interior, said: “The building had not been refurbished for 20 years, when it was 
intended to be a conference centre, but now there are so many other uses for it.”

The opulent restaurant off ers set menus featuring a variety of fresh, cooked to 
order, seasonal produce throughout the year, changing on a monthly basis. Guests 
can choose two or three courses from a selecti on of fi ve starters, main dishes and 
desserts, at competi ti ve prices. 

In the drawing room, which is also bookable for meeti ngs or social occasions, 
muted tones are complemented by citrus colours, to create a chic, but informal 
venue. 

Ian added: “There is a bouti que feel to the interior. It is a welcoming space, which 
all of our former students are welcome to use.”

For those wishing to stay overnight, Senate House also boasts re-modelled guest 
suites, complete with en-suite shower rooms.  LCD televisions and complimentary 
refreshments, toiletries and postcards are also provided.

Booking is essenti al and availability may be limited, so it is recommended to 
reserve well in advance.  For more informati on about the concessionary rates 
available, contact the Catering Department on  01244 513074.
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Having a Ball - and wr

We were mostly ex-serviceman, sti ll 
experiencing the post-war glow of 
confi dence and the sense of a new 
beginning for Britain.  Some of our tutors 
had been involved in the war eff ort.  Dai 
Lewis had trained bomber navigators.  
Hugh Pollard, urbanely encouraging, had 
established the beginning of post-Nazi 
democrati c educati on in Berlin for the 
Control of Commission.  Others too.  

I’d worked for the Briti sh Forces 
Network broadcasti ng stati on in Hamburg, 
and already knew that a career could 
open in writi ng – our team in the Drama 
Department had adapted Benvenuto 
Cellini’s astonishing autobiography for the 
radio; and I’d had some short stories and 

a play or two broadcast.  I was ready for 
the more rigorous regime at Chester, and 
I got it.

The Rev W A L Vincent told me that 
an essay on the Book of Job shouldn’t be 
presented in pop journalisti c terms (the 
Mail?); but it was the Vice Principal Mr 
Bradbury that fundamentally changed my 
approach to prose compositi on.  He could 
pick holes in a fi shing net.  Acerbic, scratchy-
voiced, he’d point out that my research was 
defi cient and my analysis shallow.

Hmm.  More to the point, he directed 
me to Trollope’s Autobiography, sti ll in my 
view the most practi cal handbook for the 
aspiring writer.  He established the post 
offi  ce system in Ireland fi rst, then ranged 

out as far as Egypt.  He had to work out the 
logisti cs of a delivery service.  Horseback 
in Ireland, train and steam thereaft er.  He 
wrote on the move, by his watch 250 words 
every 15 minutes; his novels are what we’d 
call a trilogy these days – long, intricately 
woven, solidly based on contemporary 
characters; and enormously successful.  He 
could do, and did, at least 1,000 words a 
day, most days.  If you do your sums, think 
70,000 words as the average length of a 
novel today, and then you will understand 
how he was able to achieve such a colossal 
output in a shorti sh writi ng career (40 years 
old when he began.) 

I’ve been able since then to undertake 
a range of works of prose, fi cti on, some 
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chester academic press

HOT OFF THE PRESS
Two books from the Department of 
Social and Communicati on Studies 
have been published recently by 
Chester Academic Press.  

Fragmenti ng Family?, edited 
by David Charles Ford, explores 
the complex ways in which family 
relati onships have changed or are 
developing, in order to examine 
criti cally the contenti on that the 
family is disintegrati ng. 

Poverty: Malaise of Development, 
edited by Anne Boran, looks at how 
poverty undermines development 
strategies through three broad 
themati c areas: theoreti cal 
discourses and policy implicati ons, 
vulnerability and poverty and 
soluti ons to poverty. 

These ti tles complement the 
other fi ve books in the Issues in 
the Social Sciences Series, which 
cover a range of subjects, including 
globalisati on, gender and crime.  

For more informati on, please 
contact Sarah Griffi  ths, Managing 
Editor of Chester Academic Press 
(Email: sarah.griffi  ths@chester.ac.uk
Tel: 01244 513305).

riting about it

of them reasonably successful, others best 
forgott en.  

I suppose my main source of sati sfacti on 
came from the publicati on of various series 
of children’s stories, most of them from 
Hamish Hamilton Ltd (he was an Olympic 
oarsman in the 1920s, a tall and delightf ully 
engaging character).  The fi rm was taken 
over by Penguin; subsequently some of my 
tales emerged as paperbacks, Hop it, Duggy 
Dog proving the most popular; it was one of 
a series of six.  

Jackson’s House, fi rst of another series, 
for children aged seven to nine years, came 
out in 1974, and has been in print ever since 
– only in Japan now, where it’s sti ll selling 
well.  Like many teachers, I took to golf and 

turned out a tale decades ago called Death 
of a Low-Handicap Man, great fun to write, 
mayhem on my own rather superb course.  I 
menti on it since it’s back in print in a large-
print editi on, about right for my stage of life.  
I did a follow-up recently and am knocking 
out a third, to be called Death at the Open.

It was no fun writi ng Basic Linguisti cs for 
Secondary Schools back in the 1960s, no fun 
at all; but it got me my Masters and a job in 
teacher educati on.  So, full circle and this 
much I owe to my ti me at Chester College, 
for which I am humbly grateful.

By Brian Ball
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Former Chester students The Singh Twins are 
having their celebrated art work displayed 
in a new space at London’s Nati onal Portrait 
Gallery this summer.

A collecti on of their most famous 
creati ons is being shown for three months, 
off ering a contemporary response to the 
concurrent and permanent exhibiti on at the 
Gallery, The Indian Portrait: 1560-1860.

Sisters, Amrit and Rabindra, studied at 
Chester between 1985 and 1987 and have 
gone on to become world-renowned arti sts.  
Working in a style they term ‘Past Modern,’ 
as opposed to ‘Post Modern', they are widely 
credited with successfully reviving the Indian 
miniature traditi on within modern art 
practi ce and their award-winning painti ngs 
are said to ‘explore issues of social, politi cal, 
religious and multi cultural debate'.

Speaking about their latest exhibiti on, The 
Singh Twins said:  “As arti sts who have always 
championed the validity of non-European and 
traditi onal art forms within contemporary art 
expression, it is a signifi cant achievement to 
have our work profi led in such a presti gious 
venue and mainstream platf orm.

“We are especially thrilled to be sharing 
the same building with historic masterpieces, 
such as the exquisite Tudor portraits, which 
we’ve admired since childhood and which 
conti nue to be a source of inspirati on.”

In total, 27 are being exhibited at the 
Nati onal Portrait Gallery Gallery, including 
Arts Matt ers: The Pool of Life, which was 
commissioned by Liverpool City Council to 
celebrate the city’s 2008 Capital of Culture 
status, Partners In Crime: Decepti on and 
Lies, featuring George W Bush and Tony Blair 
following the invasion of Iraq in the aft ermath 
of 9/11 and the Twins’ fi rst animati on fi lm, 
the award-winning The Making of Liverpool 
which combines the Indian miniature 
traditi on with the latest digital technology.

The Singh Twins have also created a 
new gallery trail which makes connecti ons 
between their own work, and The Indian 
Portrait 1560-1860, the Nati onal Portrait 
Gallery’s permanent Collecti on — highlighti ng 
how they are infl uenced by both Indian and 
Western portraiture in terms of themes, 
art practi ce, technique, pose and gesture, 
iconography and symbolism. 

They added:  “One of our main aims as 
arti sts to challenge generally accepted noti ons 
of heritage and identi ty. In parti cular, what 
we believe to be the generally held but false 
percepti ons of division between east and west, 
modernity and traditi on in art and society.”

Contemporary Connecti ons: The Singh 
Twins runs unti l June 20, 2010.

features  

Contemporary Connections:   The Singh Twins

The Singh Twins outside their exhibiti on at the Nati onal Portrait Gallery.

One of the Singh Twins’ works enti tled Art Matt ers. 
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Rowers return for regatta reminiscence

The University of Chester Men’s Basketball 
team kept up the insti tuti on’s long history 
of victory in the sport aft er winning the 
BUCS Northern Conference Cup in March.

The team beat the likes of Liverpool 
John Moores University and Lancaster 
University on the way to the fi nal.  A crowd 
of around 200 people gathered in the 
Sports Hall at the Chester campus to cheer 
on the team in the fi nal, and celebrate an 
eventual 82-78 overti me win against Leeds 
Carnegie second team.

Phil Brandreth, Captain of the Men’s 
Basketball team, said:  “It was great to 
play in the fi nal, especially because it was 
on our home court, so a lot of our fellow 
students, friends and family were able to 
watch.  We had fantasti c support from all 
the sports teams including men’s football, 
women’s netball and the rugby teams. 

“Being Captain, I’m really pleased with 
what we have achieved this year.  We have 
made a big impression in the University 
and were able to have the most successful 
season Chester has had in terms of 
basketball.” 

The insti tuti on has a proud history in 
the sport, dati ng back many years.  Current 

Chairman of BUCS Basketball Sports 
Management Group, Trevor Pountain, 
captained Chester during his days as a 
student and represented North-West 
Colleges.

Now a Lecturer at Southampton Solent 
University, Trevor is also currently a FIBA 
Commissioner and Nati onal Olympic 
member for Basketball. He was formerly 
the President of England Basketball (2000-
2006), on the Offi  ciati ng Committ ee from 
1991-1997 and was the Chair of the English 

Associati on of Basketball Offi  cials from 
1991-1997.

Recalling his days of playing, and 
studying, at Chester, Trevor said:  “We 
played in the North Wales  League, and 
whilst we had friendly games with other 
insti tuti ons, there were no BUSA/BUCS 
competi ti ons. 

“We did beat Edge Hill one dark 
winter’s night in the old gym. They were 
the big college team in those days, with a 
couple of England squad players.”

Three crew members from the College 
rowing team that parti cipated in the 
1948 Head of the River Race returned 
to Chester for an impromptu reunion in 
March, to celebrate the 75th Anniversary 
of the competi ti on.

Davids Lewis and Greenlees and 
Geoff  Topp all returned to Chester for the 
weekend with their wives aft er reading 
on the Team Chester Rowing website 
www.chestersu.com that the Race was to 
be held – 62 years on from the year they 
had competed in the same event.

Although their visit to Chester was 
unannounced, the current Rowing Team 
was delighted to meet the trio and paid 
them special att enti on.  

David Lewis said: “We were treated 
like VIPs and given a tour of the boathouse 
— the same one which we used 62 years 
ago.  We were entertained at length and 
chatt ed about conditi ons then and now.  
A photograph was taken of us, with all the 
male and female members of the club, 
and it will be a treasured memento of a 
delightf ul and nostalgic experience.”

Courti ng success: The 11-strong Men’s Basketball team.

Maintaining the winning tradition

sporting spotlight

Swapping notes: David Greenlees, Geoff  Topp and David Lewis with current members of the 
University Rowing Team.

Roaring forti es: On the Dee in 1948.
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World Championship
record-breaker
Although the stunning performances 
of Jessica Ennis and Usain Bolt may 
have stolen most of the headlines 
at last year’s IAAF World Athleti cs 
Championships, student Derval 
O’Rourke more than left  her mark on 
the event as well.

She produced one of Ireland’s 
fi nest ever performances at a World 
Championships to smash her own 
Irish record in fi nishing just outside 
the medals in the fi nal of the 100m 
hurdles. 

Despite fi nishing in fourth place, 
she held her own in a truly world-
class fi eld, and was vying for the lead 
at the halfway point thanks to a quick 
start before being pulled back at the 
fi nish. 

Derval combines her training and 
competi ti ons with studying part-ti me 
for a Masters in the Sociology of Sport 
and Exercise, much of which she 
completes through distance learning.

Liverpool FC makes 
new signing
Sports scienti sts at the University have 
been recruited by Liverpool Football 
Club to help with the development 
of some of the world’s brightest 
young prospects. A team of analysts 
from the University has been signed 
up to provide performance analysis 
support for the team’s Academy 
squads, which will involve capturing 
and analysing training and matches. 

Using the most up-to-date 
equipment and soft ware, the 
informati on generated will provide 
the Academy coaching staff  with 
detailed informati on on a range of key 
performance indicators of individual 
and team performance. 

Stuart Campbell has come a long way 
since he took his fi rst tentati ve steps in to 
football coaching while studying at Chester.  
Now with his own football academy and 
a career in teaching behind him, he is 
hoping to unearth a Premier League star 
of the future.

It was during his days as a student in 
the late 1980s that he developed a passion 
for coaching football.  Taking advantage 
of a course on campus, he achieved the 
Preliminary FA Coaching Badge – now 
recognised widely as the FA’s ‘Level 1’ 
badge – the lowest football coaching 
qualifi cati on available.

Aft er graduati ng, he moved back to 
his nati ve Midlands to teach, where he 
sti ll lives with Chester College sweetheart 
and long-term partner Paula Grant whom 
he fi rst ‘spott ed’ at a Big Country concert 
organised by Chester Students’ Union.

Throughout his teaching career, 
Stuart maintained a keen interest in 
football coaching.  He achieved his UEFA 
B Coaching License in August 2003, and is 
now studying towards the UEFA A License, 
the highest standard available to any coach 
in football.  

Stuart said: “It has been a great 
experience to work towards the badges.  
I have been in to several professional 
clubs, including Wolves, Leicester and 
Birmingham City, to observe their coaching 
styles and see how they deal with their 
academy lads.  

“There are two parts to the A License, 
both of which are residenti al.  They start 
at 9am and can oft en go on unti l 8.30pm 

at night! Many of the courses are att ended 
by former professional footballers, which 
gives an idea of the standard we are 
aiming for.”

Stuart puts everything he has learnt 
to good use at Handsworth Football 
Academy, a short drive from his home in 
Solihull.  He set the Academy up last year 
with the hope of coaching young players 
in a fun and challenging way, not only 
teaching them how to improve their skills 
on the pitch, but also helping them to 
learn about themselves off  it.

The signs are that his methods are 
working.  Stuart has already seen several of 
his players att end trials with professional 
clubs, and although none has yet been 
handed that elusive contract, it could just 
be a matt er of ti me before we are watching 
some of Stuart’s graduates play in front of 
an audience of millions on TV.

For more informati on on 
Handsworth Football Academy, visit
www.handsworthfootballacademy.com.

License to coach: Premier goal
for ex-student Stuart

             Graduate guru: Stuart Campbell.
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