
77
Fallen 



Looking around the University Chapel in Chester, we are reminded of 
individuals who hold a significant place in the history of our institution. A 
medallion commemorates Arthur Rigg, the first principal of Chester College. A 
stained glass window depicts John Bird Sumner, one of the College’s founders, 
who later became Archbishop of Canterbury. In smaller inscriptions, the names 
of members of staff have been recorded as a tribute to their positive impact on 
the lives of students. 

One wall of Chapel holds a memorial of a different kind. A large brass plaque 
lists the names of 77 students of Chester College who were killed in the First 
World War. Their names are recorded not because of any great legacy they left 
behind in Chester; they are remembered because they were caught up in the 
events of 1914 to 1918, leaving the familiar world of study or the early stage of 
a teaching career and finding themselves thrown into events over which they 
had no control.  

Each of the 77 was known as a unique individual by their teachers and fellow 
students; they were uniquely loved by those close to them. However, for much 
of the last century, the vast majority of those who have visited Chapel and 
looked up at the memorial will have read names and known nothing of the 
people they represent.  

Members of the University’s Alumni Association have now researched the lives 
of many of the 77. They have discovered details of their time at College and 
their lives beyond; these are details which, although interesting, seem ordinary 
and unremarkable. Then they have also discovered accounts of their wartime 
service which speak of horrors and hardships which we cannot truly imagine.  

As a complement to the plaque in Chapel, this published collection of the 
Association’s research further commemorates the men of Chester College who 
were killed in the First World War. 

Rev Canon Dr Peter Jenner 
Dean of Chaplaincy, University of Chester 
November 2018 



Plaque in University Chapel, showing the 77 names of those former students remembered for their service, and sacrifice.



Class Year    Fallen 
 
1882   
Henry W. Freeland   14/08/1915 

1891   
Edward Stanley Dawson  27/09/1916 
 
1895   
Samuel Foden Moss   28/03/1918 
 
1896   
Henry Large    21/08/1917 
 
1898   
Ernest Lees Walmsley  18/12/1916 
 
1899   
Norman Job Reynolds  25/09/1915 
 
1900   
James Barker    19/08/1918 
William Stevenson   18/09/1918 
John Edward Walker   29/08/1914 
 
1901   
T. Dobson    03/12/1917 
Joseph Scott Upton   30/07/1916 
 
1902   
James Freeman   20/08/1917 
William Roberts   18/09/1918 
 
1903   
Harry B. Richardson   25/09/1915 
 
1904   
George William Hayes  30/07/1916 
John Charles Hodgson  28/06/1915 
William Taylforth   31/05/1915 
Charles Kenneth Valentine  05/06/1915 
Edwin Bower    07/04/1917 
 
1906   
James Collinson   30/04/1918 
Arthur Giles Shorrock   02/09/1916 
 
1907   
Frederick William Bullough  08/11/1917 
John Clarke    24/10/1918 
Crowther Morton   26/10/1915 
George Harold Newbold  12/02/1919 
 
 
 



1908  
John Coates Bell 25/01/1917 
John Dyson  30/07/1916 
Thomas Hallworth  28/03/1918 
Lewis John Edwards Irlam 21/08/1916 
Richard Newport 01/05/1916 

1909  
Norman Beardmore  20/05/1915 
Frank Norman Billington 30/09/1918 
Joseph Bostock 24/03/1918 
John Leonard Caton  07/08/1915 
Harold Davenport 21/03/1918 

1910  
John Stanley Carr 31/07/1917 
George Carter  27/05/1918 
William  Pinch  31/07/1917 
George Whittaker 05/06/1915 

1911  
Frank Allen  07/08/1915 
Robert Hounsome Allen 02/07/1916 
Harold Renshaw Barrett 18/01/1916 
Henry Bell 18/07/1916 
George Daniels 20/11/1917 
John William Harding  09/08/1916 
Arthur J. Ireland 30/11/1915 
Peter Stanworth 24/08/1918 
Philip Stanley Wilson  27/04/1917 

1912 
T. Holt 08/07/1917 
George Arthur Whitfield 26/05/1918 

1913  
Ernest Alfred Cash  17/06/1917 
Victor Kenneth Mallpress 26/05/1915 
H.S. Roberts  16/02/1918 
Thomas Henry Tiffin  15/07/1915 

1914  
Alfred Joseph Cornish 28/03/1918 
Edgar A. Hook  03/08/1918 
Alfred Pearson 01/07/1916 
Richard Harold Skinner 04/06/1916 
Alfred Osmond Stringer 29/10/1916 



1915  
Eric Trezier Baker 19/01/1918 
Henry Percival Chaffey 10/08/1917 
J.E. Elliot Unknown 
Charles Hollinshead  26/01/1918 
George Wilson Parker 09/10/1917 
James Edward Parker 22/10/1917 
Alfred William Stokes  03/09/1916 

1916  
Llewellyn Lloyd 01/08/1917 
John Yates Taylor 06/07/1917 

1917  
Joseph Henry Bratt  15/05/1918 
Frank Hammond Jones 30/09/1918 
Gerwyn Victor Lovett  06/03/1919 
John Mellor  03/08/1916 
George H. Roberts  27/11/1917 
Herbert Abram Yearsley 09/04/1918 

1918  
David Clarke  22/03/1918 
William  Cobham 02/08/1918 
J. V. Wilson 20/08/1916 

Alumni are ordered by Class Year in this compilation. Those that fell prior to their date of 
study completion are presumed either to have left College early to serve, or had an offer of a 
place to take up teacher training, but ultimately did not take this up, due to College closure. 



Class of 
1882



HENRY W FREELAND CLASS OF 1882 
BIRTH 

Henry William Freeland was born in 1860 in London 

EARLY LIFE 

The family lived at 50 West Gate Chichester for a time and then moved to Wandsworth, London. He 
was baptised on 27 May 1860 at St. Mary’s Church Balham, Wandsworth London. Henry had an elder 
brother, Edwin, a younger brother Charles and two younger sisters Rosa and Alice. By this time, Henry’s 
father had become a Railway Signalman. 

COLLEGE 

Henry attended Chester College and left in 1882. 

By 1891 he was teaching in Hammersmith, London and living with his wife Mary and son Gordon (aged 
four) and daughter Hella (aged four months) at 15 Aldersley Rd in Hammersmith. In the 1911 census he 
had moved to 72 Mayfield Avenue, West Ealing, Middlesex to continue his teaching career.  

In 1912 Henry joined a Freemasons Lodge, No. 3624 Kensington Battalion Lodge which was a Lodge for 
servicemen in the forces. He was 52 years old at the time and his occupation is given as Sergeant. 



MILITARY SERVICE 

Henry enlisted into the Army on 31 August 1914. 

Henry served with the London Regiment, 13th Battalion. At the time of his discharge in August 1918 he 
had become a Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant. 

 

His medical papers state that he was unfit for service due to an enlarged heart and associated cardiac 
problems. He had been admitted into hospital a month earlier. 

As a result, he was entitled to wear a “silver war badge”. This small silver badge is a pin designed to be 
worn on civilian clothes after early discharge from the army. It was first issued in 1916, when it was also 
retrospectively awarded to those already discharged since August 1914. The Silver War Badge was 
initially called simply the ‘War Badge’; it has also been popularly known as the ’Silver Wound Badge’, 
‘Services Rendered Badge’, ‘Discharged Soldiers Badge’, or ‘King’s Silver Badge’. 

  

The main purpose of the badge was to prevent men not in 
uniform and without apparent disability being thought of as 
shirkers – it was evidence of having presented for military service, 
if not necessarily serving for long. 

However, in Henry’s case he had served over four years until just 
before the end of the war. 

 

 



 

 

 

LEST WE FORGET 

 
Henry died of his heart condition a year later on 19 July 1919. His death was registered in Brentford  
Registry Volume 3a page 119. 
 

POST MORTEM 

 
In his will Henry left his effects in the sum of £1156 to his widow Mary Ann with probate being shared 
between her and William Greatbatch, the assistant secretary of his Freemason Lodge. 
 

 
 
As Henry survived the war, there is no Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An anomaly: 
 The record below shows Henry William Freeland as a Regimental Quarter Master Sergeant (R.G.M.S) 
with the correct service number 490475 and giving his “Trade” prior to entering the Army as a 
schoolmaster. The problem is that his age at discharge is recorded as 38 but clearly this is too young. 

The only explanation, as everything else ties in, is that a simple mistake was made when writing the 
age, 38 instead of 58. 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1891 



EDWARD STANLEY DAWSON 

CHESTER COLLEGE 1889-91 

PRIVATE (466716) 7TH / 63RD OVER-SEAS BATTALION CANADIAN INFANTRY 

KILLED IN ACTION 27TH SEPTEMBER 1916 

Edward Stanley was killed at the Battle of  The Somme, France 
and he is remembered with Honour on the Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial in France, which is dedicated to the memory of 
Canadian Expeditionary Force members killed during the First 
World War. 



 © JL 

EDWARD	STANLEY	DAWSON CLASS OF 1891	

BIRTH	

Edward Stanley Dawson was born on 29th July 1870.  His parents were Richard 
Dawson and Elizabeth Dawson (nee Barnes) both of whom were teachers, as can be 
seen from the Census of 1871, eight months later.  Richard and Elizabeth had married 
on 10th January 1854 in St Mary’s Church, Burnham Westgate, Norfolk, and at the time
of their marriage Richard was already described as a 'School Master' from 
Christleton, Cheshire. 

1871 Census  

EARLY	LIFE	

By the time Edward was 10 years old, his father and mother, now in their 50s, had given 
up teaching. His father  is described on the 1881 Census as a 'Farmer of 72 acres'.  

The family were now living in Capenhurst and William Henry, the oldest son still living 
at home, was described as a 'Farmer's son'.

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

Edward Stanley decided that the profession his parents had followed was what he 
wanted to do too, and he enrolled at Chester College in 1889.  He studied there until 
1891, when he qualified as a teacher. 

Ten years later at the age of 30 he is still described as a School Master and, at the time 
of the 1901 Census, he was a visitor at a school in the village of Elmley Lovett in the 
parish of St Michael's in Droitwich, Worcestershire. 



© JL

Later the same year, Edward Stanley married Althea Evelyn Cheshire, the daughter of 
Alfred Cheshire, who was a tailor in Burnley where the marriage took place. 

The following year, 1902, Edward decided on a 
change of career and he became a Licensed 
Victualler. He and Althea took over the running 
of Ye Olde Bear’s Paw, which was No. 21 on the 
corner of Foregate and Frodsham Streets in 
Chester.  He was still running the same public 
house at the time of the 1911 Census. 

On 6th February 1908 at the age of 37, Edward was initiated into the United Grand 
Lodge as a Freemason.  He joined the Clarence Lodge in Chester and his profession 
was given as Hotel Proprietor at the Bear’s Paw.  He was certificated on 23rd April 1909.  
He remained as a member until 1911.  

On 4th January 1913, Althea died.  At the time she was living at 5 Smithfield Road, 
Wrexham, and probate was granted to her father Alfred Cheshire on 29th April 1913.  
Her effects amounted to £289 7s 4d.  

Edward Stanley had possibly already travelled to Canada having departed from 
Liverpool to Halifax Saint John, Canada on 1st March 1912 on a ship called 
The Virginian. 



© JL

MILITARY	SERVICE	

Three years later, Edward Stanley enlisted with the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary 
Force on the 19th July 1915.  He joined up in Edmonton, Canada.  When asked if he 
had ever served in any military force, he replied that he had spent two years in the 1st 
Cheshire Regiment and Carnarvon Act. Volunteers, and also six weeks with the 101st 
E. Fusiliers.

A newspaper report in the Edmonton Bulletin after his death states the Edward Stanley 
had been a cashier for the local freight department of the G.T.P. for three years.This is 
why on his enlistment form he gave his occupation as being a 'Cashier'. 

At this time he gave his date of birth as being 29th July 1874 instead of 1870.On the 
enlistment form he is described as being 40 years and 11½ months of age rather than 
44 years 11½ months.  

He stated that at that time he was single and gave his next-of-kin as being his brother 
Frank, who was living at 18 Willowbank Road, Birkenhead, Cheshire, England. This is 
where Frank was living with his wife and family in 1911.  

On 8th April 1916 Edward Stanley married Martha Jane Henderson.  She was a widow, 
and she already had two children.  Martha Jane’s husband in Ireland had been Samuel 

Lockhart Henderson and her maiden name was also 
Henderson.  When Samuel died, Martha Jane travelled 
to Canada with her son William, daughter Matilda 
Caroline Graham, son-in-law William Rankin Graham 
and grandson William Hamilton George Graham.  They 
travelled from Ireland on board the vessel Tunisian 
arriving at Halifax, Nova Scotia on 13th April 1907. 

Matilda Caroline predeceased her mother in 1925 and 
having enlisted almost a year before his marriage, as the Martha Jane died in 1929. 

transcribed Service Records on the next page show, 
Edward Stanley sailed to England from Halifax, Saint 
John on the S.S. Matagama and arrived on the 5th May 
1916.  This meant that Edward Stanley spent very little 
time with his new family after his marriage.  

On 29th June he was attached to the 7th Battalion 
and on 15th July 1916 he joined his unit. 



© JL 
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“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

     On 27th August 1916 Edward Stanley 
Dawson was Killed in Action 

He was killed at the Battle of the Somme, 
which lasted for five months with over a million 
casualities.  The Canadian forces entered the 
Battle of the Somme on 30th August 1916 and 
took part in a number of bloody attacks from 
September to November, supported by the first 
tanks used on the Western Front.  They 
captured a number of strategic objectives 
including Thiepval Ridge,  Ancre Heights and 
Courcelette.  It was probably during the battle 
to capture Triepval Ridge, which was fought 
between 26th and 28th September, that Edward 
Stanley lost his life on 27th September 1916.  It 
was fought on a front from Courcelette in the 
east.  The operations around the village of 
Courcelette lasted from 18th to 28th September. 

This newspaper report from the Edmonton 
Bulletin contains a letter from one of his 
comrades in which he describes how Edward 
Stanley was struck by a sniper’s bullet in the 
brain, which thankfully meant that his death 
was instantaneous.  



 © JL 

The Memorial Cross Card 

On 28th November 1921 Edward 
Stanley’s wife Martha received a 
Memorial Plaque and Scroll and on 
21st December 1921 a Memorial 
Cross.  

For more detail re the card you can 
use this link: 

https://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-
heritage/first-world-
war/Pages/read-memorial-cross-
card.aspx 

This is another report from the Edmonton Bulletin, 
which describes how Edward had been killed in 
Action. It states that he originated from 'Chester in 
England' and that he was the step-father of the Fire 
Chief. 

The fire chief would have been George Henderson, 
Martha Jane’s son.  

The article also states that in the short time Edward 
Stanley had lived in the city he had become very 
well known and had made many great friends. 



 © JL 

POST	MORTEM	

Edward Stanley Dawson, along with the other men who fought and died as members 
of the Canadian Terrestrial Forces at the Battle of the Somme and Vimy Ridge are: 

Remembered with Honour on the Vimy Memorial 

Edward Stanley Dawson

Remembered with Honour
Vimy Memorial

In Memory of

Private

466716, 7th Bn., Canadian Infantry who died on 27 September 1916



 © JL 

OBITUARY	

Edward is also remembered on this First World War document on the Veterans Affairs 
Canada Website. 



 © JL 

Sources and Copyright 

Thank you to: 

• My	colleague	Sue	Carmichael	for	all	her	help	with	the	research,	which	I	have	used	to	create	this

biography	and	for	the	help	she	has	given	with	tracing	and	contacting	relatives.	 	Also	for	proof

reading.

• The	 relatives	 of	 Edward	 Stanley	 Dawson	 who	 have	 made	 very	 helpful	 contributions	 to	 the

research.

• The	National	Archives	 for	 giving	permission	 to	 transcribe	 the	 information	 found	 in	 images	 in

their	archives.

• Commonwealth	War	Graves	Commission

who	 allow	 use	 of	 their	 images	 for	 non- 
profit making	ventures	such	as	this:

• The	Canadian	Veterans Affairs	Canada

website	for information	re	the	Battle	of

Courcelette: http://www.veterans.gc.ca/e
ng/remembrance/memorials/overseas/first-
world-war/france/Courcelette

• The Canadian Record Office for the
information	I	have	used	and	transcribed	in

this	document: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/
eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-
war

• WIKIPEDIA	for	the	information	re	The

Battle	of	Thiepval	Ridge: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Battle_of_Thiepval_Ridge

• Karen	Simonson	MA.			The	Reference	Archivist	in	the	Provincial	Archives	of	Alberta	for
providing us	 with	 details	 of	 Edward	 Stanley’s	 marriage	 to	 Martha	 Jane	 Henderson

and	 also	 for	 the newspaper	reports	from	the	Edmonton	Bulletin	related	to	his	death	 in
France.	 	This	newspaper no	longer	exists	and	there	are	thought	to	be	no	copyright	issues

John Lord 

“The original archive records and their digital copies 
remain the property of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, but are available for re-use for private and 
non-commercial purposes.” 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1895 



SAMUEL FODEN MOSS CLASS OF 1895 
BIRTH 

Samuel Foden Moss was born in 1874 to Samuel and Sarah Moss of Nantwich, near 
Crewe. Samuel senior was a joiner and came from Astbury, Cheshire, whilst his wife, 
Sarah, originated from Nantwich. They lived at 120, Earle Street, Coppenhall, 
Crewe.  

EARLY LIFE 

Samuel had an older sister, Anne, and later another sister, Catherine, and two 
brothers, George and Jonathan. By the time of the 1891 census, the family had 
moved down the road to 2, Earle Street, Coppenhall, Crewe. Samuel was aged 17 
and is recorded as being a Pupil Teacher. 

Samuel was married on 18th July, 1915 at St John the Baptist Church, Earlestown, 
Lancs to Ellen Appleton. 

 

Samuel was 41 at the time and a Certificated Schoolmaster living at 3, Wellesley 
Avenue, Haslington, Crewe.  Ellen Appleton was 20 and lived at 47, Tamworth 
Street, Earlestown. 

   COLLEGE   

Samuel left Chester College in 1895. 

MILITARY 

Samuel joined the Royal Engineers (J Special Company) on 13th September, 1915 
and was awarded the Military Medal for bravery in the field in 1916. Probably as a 
result of this, he was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in September 1917. 

J Special Company Royal Engineers used Livens Projectors (mortar-like weapons) 
linked in batteries of 15 to deliver gas and oil-filled projectiles on pre-specified 
targets. It appears from War Diaries that they had a difficult time, as they were often 



 

sought out as targets by enemy artillery in the hope of cancelling out any planned 
bombardments. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Lieutenant Samuel Foden MOSS, M.M, J, Special Company, Royal Engineers, died 
of wounds on the 28th March, 1918 aged 44 at St John's Ambulance Brigade 
Hospital, France. He was the son of Jonathan and Sarah who in 1911 were living at 
The Firs, Wellesley Avenue, Haslington, and was an Assistant Elementary School 
Teacher.  He was the husband of Ellen Moss of 47, Tamworth St, Earlestown, 
Newton-le-Willows, Lancs.  His medal card showed that he was Sergeant 113355 
and gained commission to 2nd Lieutenant on the 9th September, 1917. He is buried in 
Étaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. He was 44 years old. 

POST MORTEM 

Samuel was awarded the 1915 Star, British War Medal & Victory Medal. 

In addition, he had already received the Military Medal for 
“bravery in the field”. 

Instituted on 25th March, 1916 (and backdated to 1914), the 
Military Medal was awarded to other ranks of the British Army 
and Commonwealth Forces. It was an award for gallantry and 
devotion to duty when under fire in battle on land. 

On the reverse of the medal is inscribed “For Bravery in the 
Field”. Recipients of the medal are entitled to use the letters M.M. 
after their name. 



The Military Medal is the British Army equivalent of the Distinguished Conduct Medal 
(D.C.M.), the Distinguished Flying Medal (D.F.M.) and the Air Force Medal (A.F.M.) 

Samuel is remembered at ÉTAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY a coastal base area, 
well back from hostilities, for hospitals and many other support facilities for the Army.  

The inscription reads 
      PEACEFULLY LIES 

ASLEEP IN A SOLDIER’S 
GRAVE 

During the First World War, the area around 
Étaples was the scene of immense concentrations 
of Commonwealth reinforcement camps and 
hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from 
aircraft, and accessible by railway from either the 
northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 
100,000 troops were camped among the sand 
dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven 
general, one stationary, four Red Cross hospitals 
and a convalescent depot, could deal with 22,000 
wounded or sick 

This is the memorial to all those from 
Haslington Parish, Crewe, who gave their 
lives for their country, including Samuel F 
Moss, R.E 

http://image1.findagrave.com/photos/2009/76/ETAP00364LargeJPG.jpg


 



 

 

 

 

Class of 

1896 



HENRY LARGE CLASS OF 1896 
BIRTH 

Henry Large was born on 25 August 1875 at Bickerstaffe, the sixth child of Thomas and 
Elizabeth [Latham] Large. Thomas Large had married Elizabeth Latham on 27 February 1865 
at Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe. Thomas and Elizabeth had ten children in all, but three 
died as children. Thomas was a coal miner and in 1881 the family were living on Liverpool 
Road, Bickerstaffe. Thomas and Elizabeth’s eldest sons, William aged 16 and Richard aged 14, 
were working as miners alongside their father. Their third son, Levi, aged 11 was at school, as 
was daughter Mary Jane aged nine and young Henry aged five.  

 

Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe  
[photo courtesy of Judith Entwisle] 

 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1891 Thomas was still working in the mines and was still living in Bickerstaffe, at Moss Pit 
Cottage. The eldest two sons had left home, Levi had joined his father in the pit, Mary Jane had 
no occupation recorded, Henry was employed as a pupil teacher at the local school, just around 
the corner from the church, and the two youngest daughters, 13-year-old Martha and 9-year-
old Elizabeth were pupils at the same school. 
 
 



 

According to the log book of Bickerstaffe School, held at Lancashire Records Office, Henry had 
begun to teach as a pupil teacher at the school in January 1890 and he took the Standard Three 
class regularly. The school had between 126 and 140 pupils during the early 1890s. On 8 June 
1892 the log book records that following the visit of one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors, Henry 
Large passed his inspection.  

[photo courtesy of Judith Entwisle] 

Henry was reported as having a week off in January 1893, when he was sick. At the time of the 
June 1893 H. M. I. inspection the staff of the school were listed as:  

J.G. Gilbert, master, John Bennion, assistant master, Joseph Seddon, 4 year pupil teacher, 
Henry Large, third-year pupil teacher, R. Alcock, first-year pupil teacher. On 29 August 1894 it 
was recorded in the log book that Henry Large had obtained a first-class scholarship, which 
was for a place at Chester College to train as a teacher. Henry, having qualified, left the College 
in 1896. 

Henry married Ann Marsh on 18 September 1897 at Holy Trinity Church. He gave his 
occupation as Day School Teacher. His wife Ann was also 22 years old and had been born in 
Skelmersdale, the daughter of Henry Marsh, a miner. Shortly after they married Henry and 
Ann moved to Liverpool. In 1901 they were living at 12 Imrie Street, Walton on the Hill. Henry 
was working as an assistant school master and they had two young children, Gilbert aged two 
and Margaret aged one. Two other children were born to the couple, Rupert in 1902 and Edith 
in 1904.  



 

Henry’s wife Ann died on 28 January 1905, aged just 29, and was buried at Holy Trinity Church, 
Bickerstaffe.  When she died Ann was actually some six months pregnant and contracted acute 
pneumonia. After seven days’ suffering she went into early labour which led to her death from 
heart failure, and also the death of the child she was carrying. That left Henry with four young 
children to care for. 

The family believe that Henry employed a housekeeper to help care for the children. This was 
quite possibly the woman he married towards the end of 1907. His second wife was Ann 
Dunkerley and they married at St John the Evangelist, Walton on the Hill on 19 October 1907. 
In 1911 they were living at 1 Lilfield Avenue, Liverpool. All of Henry’s children from his first 
marriage were with them and Henry and Ann had also had a child, Doris Mabel, born in 
February 1911. Henry was employed by the Borough Council as an elementary school teacher. 

On 22nd December 1911 Henry became a Mason, joining the Hamer Lodge at Liverpool. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Henry attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1896 and went on to teach at 
Christ Church School, Bootle. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

It may well have been about this time that he also joined the Territorials as a gunner, number 
3112, in the 3/1st West Lancashire Royal Field Artillery.  

Henry Large 

Photo courtesy of Judith Entwisle 



 

The 3rd West Lancashire Brigade RFA [TF] was based at 65 Admiral Street, Liverpool. It 
comprised a headquarters, the 12th, 13th and 14th Lancashire Batteries and the Brigade 
Ammunition Column.  They were equipped with 15 pounder howitzers, later replaced with 18 
pounders. When the war came on 4th August 1914, he would have been embodied in the Royal 
Field Artillery and, in 1916, he was renumbered as 777023.  It is possible that he went to France 
in October 1915 attached to a Canadian force.  On 15 May 1916 the brigade was given the 
number 277 and the 12th, 13th and 14th Lancashire Batteries became “A”, “B” and “C” Batteries. 

By August of 1917 he was serving with “A” Battery 277th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

He was killed in action, aged 41, on 21 August 1917 and buried at Brandhoek New Military 
Cemetery No. 3. 

During the First World War, Brandhoek was within the area comparatively safe from shell fire 
which extended beyond Vlamertinghe Church.  Field ambulances were posted there 
continuously.  Until July 1917 burials had been made in the Military Cemetery, but the arrival of 
the 32nd, 3rd Australian and 44th Casualty Clearing Stations, in preparation for the new Allied 
offensive launched that month, made it necessary to open the New Military Cemetery. The 
New Military Cemetery No 3 opened in August and continued in use until May 1918. Brandhoek 
New Military Cemetery No 3 contains 975 First World War burials. 
(https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/brandhoek-new-military-cemetery.html) 



 

His death was also recorded on the gravestone 
of his first wife at Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe. 

Henry Large 
Birth 1876 

Death 21 Aug 1917 
Holy Trinity Church, Bickerstaffe, 

 West Lancashire District, Lancashire, England. 

POST MORTEM 

Henry was awarded the British and Victory medals. 

The grave of Henry Large at 
Brandhoek New Military Cemetery 

No 3 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1898 



ERNEST LEES WALMSLEY CLASS OF 1898

BIRTH 

Ernest Lees Walmsley was born on 5th February 1877 at Oldham, the second child of 
four born to Thomas Walmsley and Mary Walmsley (née Lees), Thomas and Mary 
having married at Oldham in 1874. In 1881, Thomas S. Walmsley, his wife Mary and 
their three children, Constance, born 10th February, 1875, Ernest, and Gertrude, born 
17th September, 1879, were living at 9, Churchill Street, Oldham. Also living with them 
were Ernest’s grandparents, John and Mary Walmsley. Thomas, at that date, was 
employed as the secretary to a cotton spinning company. His father John was a retired 
grocer: both of them had been born in Blackburn. 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1887 Ernest was recorded as a pupil at the Waterloo Board School, Oldham, as were 
his sisters Constance and Gertrude. When the family were next recorded in the census 
of 1891, Constance, who was then 16 years old, was described as a pupil teacher, 
presumably at the Waterloo School. Ernest and Gertrude, together with their new sister, 
Nellie, were recorded as scholars. The family had moved from Churchill Street, and 
were then living at Bismarck Street. Thomas was still employed as a secretary, for what 
was then simply described as a "limited company".  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Ernest attended Chester College and left in 1898. 

Ernest married Martha Jane Bottomley in the summer of 1902 at Oldham. In 1911 the 
couple, who had no children, were living at 15, College Road, Oldham; both were 
employed as teachers and they had a live-in domestic servant, Margaret Patterson, 
aged 23. In 1903, the Oldham School Board had extended the then existing Shaw Road 
School and re-opened it as an Elementary School, Higginshaw. Ernest was known to 
have taught there. 

Following Martha’s death in 1912, Ernest married again, on August 19th 1914 at the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Greenacres Road, Oldham, to Emma Hirst.  

MILITARY SERVICE 

On 1st November, 1915 Ernest enlisted in the army.  He attested at Oldham on that date 
and became Private 77771, Royal Army Medical Corps. He had previous military 
experience, two years’ service with the 3rd Battalion Cheshire & Carnarvon Garrison 
Artillery (dates unspecified). He was 38 years old. 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

Ernest remained in the UK until the 11th September, 1916, when he was part of a 
reinforcement draft – 1KK – which was sent to Malta. There he worked at the military 
hospital at Cottonera with 30th Company R.A.M.C. Whilst there, he became infected as 
a direct result of his work with the sick and injured soldiers for whom he cared.  
The medical report in his service record states that his disability began on 6th 
November, 1916 at the Camp Hospital, Cottonera. He was admitted as a patient to the 
hospital on the 10th November suffering from complications. He had suffered weight loss 
and was debilitated, but no pathogenic organisms were found. He had gone deaf from 
chronic middle ear infection and had a temperature of 100 degrees at night.  

The official cause given in the report was "contagion – from ordinary military service 
with soldiers who most probably carried the disease". He continued to be weak and 
anaemic. It was recommended that he be sent home to England. [Report dated 2-12-
16.] 

His hospital form shows that he was admitted at Cottonera on 10-11-16 and discharged 
on 13-12-16 to the Hospital Ship H.M.H.S Aquitania. He died on the 18th December, 
1916 whilst on his way home.  

Cottonera Military Hospital, Malta 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjq6fLq06_XAhXB0qQKHS1IDVAQjRwIBw&url=http://maltaramc.com/articles/contents/reghosp.html&psig=AOvVaw24xniccxmB3HzS28gpiZhF&ust=1510253762995953


 

POST MORTEM 

His widow, Emma, completed the details on the army form used to record the families of 
deceased soldiers. She gave her address as 15, College Road, Oldham, confirmed that 
they had no children and that Ernest’s only other family were his father, Thomas, and 
three sisters, Constance [now Holt], Gertrude and Nellie, all listed at 41 Clifton Street, 
Lytham. In 1917, Emma was granted probate on Ernest’s estate of £468 0s 6d; she also 
received the credit balance of his pay, £2 15s 2d and in 1919 his War Gratuity of £4 0s 
0d. As he had served overseas, but not in a theatre of war, Ernest was only entitled to 
the British War Medal, which was also sent to his widow, Emma. 

OBITUARY 

Extract from the Manchester Evening News 29th December 1916 
Pte. ERNEST L. WALMSLEY R.A.M.C., a well-known Oldham school teacher, died on 
December 18th from dysentery and other complications whilst on his way home. He 
lived at 15, College Road, and was organist at St Stephen’s Church. 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1899 



NORMAN JOB REYNOLDS CLASS OF 1899

BIRTH 

Norman Job Reynolds was born in the spring of 1878 to George and Minna Louise Reynolds. At 
the time of the 1881 census, Norman was living with his family of three brothers and one sister at 
North Newton School House, North Pemberton in Somerset. Norman’s father, George, was a 
school teacher and his mother, Minna, a sewing mistress. His father was originally from Maesteg 
in Glamorgan, South Wales. 

EARLY LIFE 

He attended Bridgwater Arts & Technical School where he won first prize of 2s 6d for advanced 
shading.  He also played for Kingston Cricket Club, Taunton. 

Before joining the forces, Norman was a freemason and a member of Royal Philanthropic Lodge 
No. 291 Highbridge, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset. He was initiated on the 6th November, 1903 at 
the age of 25 and later became the organist in the Lodge. In 1910 he became the Worshipful 
Master. 

In 1907, Norman was a teacher at Combe St Nicholas Elementary School where his brother Percy 
was Headmaster.  

Norman married Gerladys, also a school teacher, in 1904 and by 1911 they lived at Rosebery 
House in Huntspill, Bridgewater, Somerset with their son and two daughters. Both were employed 
by Somerset County Council. They also employed a domestic servant. By 1915, Norman had 
become Head teacher of Huntspill Elementary School. 

He was also a member of Highbridge Choral Society and in 1910 was elected Captain of 
Highbridge, Hunstpill & District Cricket Club. 

He became Hon Sec and Treasurer of Somerset County Teachers' Association, which recorded at 
its meeting of July 1915, that Norman had signed up to join the forces. He was President of 
Bridgwater & District Teachers’ Association, Chairman of Highbridge Swimming Club and, in 1915, 
elected President of Somerset Amateur Swimming Association.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Norman attended Chester College and left in 1899. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Norman joined the Somerset Light Infantry in 1915 where he rose to the rank of Sergeant. 

His battalion left Southampton on 9th September, 1915 and arrived at Havre on the morning of the 
10th September. After 24 hours rest, they went on to WATTEN by train, arriving at 9am on the 12th 
September. From there they marched to BAYENGHEM, arriving later that morning. After seven 
days, they moved on to WARDRECQUES, arriving there on the 20th September. Then on to 
BOURECQ for one day and then NOEUX LES MINES on the 24th. 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

On the morning of 25th September, Norman’s unit was moved to VERMELLES and deployed to go 
into action at 7pm at HULLUCH-LENS road. Despite holding the road until the following morning, 
they were then counter-attacked by the enemy and ordered to retire by the Brigade major about 
1pm on the afternoon of the 26th September. The other units in the Battalion attacked Hill 70 
before retiring on the 26th to old German trenches. 

The casualties in the Battalion over those two days, in what became known as The Battle of Loos, 
included 15 officers and 271 other ranks – including Norman, 13 mules and one horse. Norman 
had been in France for just two weeks. He was 37 when he was killed in action. 

POST MORTEM 

LOOS MEMORIAL 

 Star medal  British War Medal   Victory Medal 

 “Pip” “Squeak” “Wilfred” 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/79500/LOOS%20MEMORIAL


The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have no known grave, who 
fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the First Army, east and west of 
Grenay. On either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on which 
are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back are four small circular courts, open to 
the sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these courts are three 
semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets. In the centre apse is erected the Cross of 
Sacrifice. 

OBITUARY 

A conversation on the game of cricket and a match held between Wedmore and Highbridge cricket 
teams, when Highbridge demolished the Wedmore side. N J Reynolds was Captain: 

“SPORTSMAN AND A GENTLEMAN 

The person responsible for this state of affairs was N. J. Reynolds, who skittled out no less than 
nine batsmen. Later N. J. R. was presented with the ball suitably engraved with gold letters in 
commemoration of his splendid feat. 

Reynold’s character could be summed up with the words “Sportsman and Gentleman”. He played 
his last innings in that great game and his name is recorded, amongst other places, in that volume, 
containing the names of the “Men of Somerset”, in Wells Cathedral. I hope I shall be pardoned for 
making a slight digression, but the name above recalls an incident. There are many monuments 
erected in the Empire with the names of the fallen engraved thereon. In most places (and I am 
pleased to say Wedmore is included) the names are set out alphabetically nothing added. This is 
as it should be and except on regimental and private memorials and tombstones all rank should be 
taboo. All did their bit according to their ability and we look on death as an equality. Having said 
this I will give the incident. In the Cathedral is a monument to the Officers and other ranks of the 
Somersets who fell in the South African war. By the side of it is another by a world-wide fraternity 
with names of fallen county members in the Great War. One afternoon not long ago I was standing 
near, and some tourists were looking over the Regimental names. Having finished and moving on 
one of the party said “Look, here’s a lot more Officers names on this tablet.” Reading down they 
came to one and stopped with the remark “Oh he was only a Sergeant.” When they had gone I 
looked to see who the man could be who was less than the others. I saw Major So and so, 
Captain Someone, Lieut. A. N. Other, and then N. J. Reynolds, Sergeant. 

To me he was the Sportsman and Gentleman I and others had always known him to be yet to 
those other people who looked on rank as a guide, he was an only.  

A man could be equal in educational talent and patriotism, but circumstances and the whim of a 
designer made him appear to be inferior.” 

Wells Journal, 7th March,1924. 

The article refers to Somerset Masonic Memorial, Wells Cathedral 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1900 



JAMES BARKER CLASS OF 1900 

BIRTH 

James Barker was born in 1880 in Ferryhill County Durham to Robert Barker, aged 24, a railway 
plate layer and Anne Barker also aged 24. They lived at no 148 Byers Green Junction, a group 
of houses for railway workers in Byers Green, County Durham. 

EARLY LIFE 

James had 3 brothers, David, Robert and Joseph. On the 1901 census David worked in a 
Colliery, Robert was a Railway signalman and Joseph, aged just 14, also worked in the colliery. 

James was now an assistant teacher in Durham. 

The family, including James now aged 23, were living at No. 106 Byers Green Crossings, County 
Durham – still a group of railway houses. 

In October 1910 James’ father Robert, was tragically killed on the North East Railway whilst at 
work. He was 57 years old. 

 

 

James later married Mary Ann and they had a daughter Ena Morson Barker. 

 

 



COLLEGE 

James attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1900. He went on to teach in 
Northumberland. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

James served with the Royal Garrison Artillery as a Gunner 

LEST WE FORGET 

James was killed in action on 25th April 1917 near Armentiers, France aged 39. 

POST MORTEM 

James was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to king and country. 



James is buried at GREVILLERS BRITISH CEMETERY in France 

The village of Grevillers was occupied by Commonwealth troops on 14 March 1917 and in April and May, 
the 3rd, 29th and 3rd Australian Casualty Clearing Stations were posted nearby. They began the 
cemetery and continued to use it until March 1918, when Grevillers was lost to the German during their 
great advance. On the following 24 August, the New Zealand Division recaptured Grevillers and in 
September, the 34th, 49th and 56th Casualty Clearing Stations came to the village and used the 
cemetery again. After the Armistice, 200 graves were brought in from the battlefields to the south of 
the village, 40 from an adjoining cemetery made during the German occupation, and some from the 
following:- AVESNES-LES-BAPAUME GERMAN CEMETERY, "near the British huts", which contained 
the graves of two soldiers from the United Kingdom who died in April 1918. BAYONET TRENCH 
CEMETERY, GUEUDECOURT, which contained the graves of 19 soldiers of the 1st Australian Infantry 
Battalion who fell on 5 November 1916. There are now 2,106 Commonwealth servicemen of the First 
World War buried or commemorated in GREVILLERS BRITISH CEMETERY. 189 of the burials are 
unidentified but there are special memorials to 18 casualties known or believed to be buried among 
them.  

James’ effects (£90 3 shillings) were left to his widow Mary Ann Barker of 26 Countess Avenue, Whitley 
Bay Northumberland. 



 

 



WILLIAM STEVENSON MC CLASS OF 1900 
BIRTH 

William Stevenson was born in Ashton-in-Makerfield, Lancashire on 20th May, 1879 to Joseph and 
Mary Stevenson. He was baptised on 15th June. Joseph worked in the colliery with many other 
men of that area. Mary originated from Derry, Ireland. The family of seven children lived at 9, Mill 
St., Ashton. 

EARLY LIFE 

In the 1891 census the family of 10 brothers and sisters were still living at 9, Mill St., Ashton. 
Joseph was now a check weighman (a representative elected by coal miners to check the findings 
of the mine owner's weighman, where miners are paid by the weight of coal mined) at the local 
colliery. 

In 1901 William was living with his family at 105, Heath Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield. He had an 
elder brother James (35) a widower with a young daughter aged three and an older sister 
Catherine (24). There were also four younger brothers and a younger sister: 10 in the household 
altogether. 

CHESTER COLLEGE AND LATER LIFE 

After leaving Chester College in 1900, William joined the ranks of the teaching profession and 
began his career at Fairfield Boys’ School in Liverpool. By 1911 he was Headteacher at St James’ 
Church of England School, Haydock, Lancashire. He had married Elizabeth Ellen (Nellie) Hart of 
83, Old Road, Ashton at St. Thomas’ Church, Ashton on 4th August, 1908 and they were living at 
39, Harvey Lane, Golborne, Nr. Wigan with their son Arthur Cecil. They later had a daughter, 
Mary, known as Molly. They later moved to Wicken Cottage, Penny Lane, Haydock, Lancashire 

William trained as a teacher under Mr. A. Molyneux, headmaster of St. Thomas’ School, Ashton. 
He taught at St. Thomas’ and later became Headmaster of the Parkside Council School, Golborne 
and later the C. of E. School, Haydock, Lancashire.  

William was a well-known concert singer and a member of the Ashton Lodge of Freemasons. He 
was also a licensed lay reader officiating at Golborne and Haydock churches 

MILITARY 

William joined the Royal Garrison Artillery Regiment 147th Heavy Battery Unit as 
a Corporal on 13th June, 1916 and went to France on 20th November, 1916. 
Heavy Battery Units were equipped with heavy guns, sending large calibre high 
explosive shells in fairly flat trajectory fire. The usual armaments were 60 
pounder (5 inch) guns, although some had obsolescent 5 inch howitzers. As 
British artillery tactics developed, the Heavy Batteries were most often 
employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting 
destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, store, roads and railways behind 
enemy lines. William rose to the rank of Second Lieutenant and served in 
France and Belgium for all of his time there. He was mentioned in Sir D. Haig’s 
dispatch for gallantry and distinguished service and was awarded the Military 
Cross.  



 

The Military Cross was a decoration for gallantry during active operations in the presence of the 
enemy. Individuals in the British Army, the Indian Army or the Colonial Forces. Commissioned 
officers with the rank of Captain or below or Warrant Officers were eligible for the award.  

LEST WE FORGET 

William was killed in action on 18th September, 1918, just less than two months before the war 
ended. He was 39 years old and left a wife and two young children. 

POST MORTEM 

William was awarded the Victory and British medals for his service to the country. 

He had already been awarded the Military Cross for gallantry and distinguished service (see 
above) 

In his will, William left £1305 13s 2s (£1305.66) to his wife – worth around £60,000 by today’s 
standards. 

William is remembered with honour at Cagnicourt British Cemetery. Cagnicourt is a village 18 
kilometres south-east of Arras. Cagnicourt was captured by British troops on 2nd September, 1918, 
in the Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line; and this cemetery was begun after the battle, alongside 
a German cemetery (now removed). It was used until the middle of October, 1918, when it 
contained 89 graves, and it was enlarged after the Armistice by the concentration of graves from 
the battlefields over a wide area round Cagnicourt. 



 

OBITUARY 



 



JOHN EDWARD WALKER
CHESTER COLLEGE 1888-90  

WARRANT OFFICER CORPS OF ARMY SCHOOLMASTERS  

DIED 29th AUGUST 1914 

The inscription requested by his wife:

 “SWEET MEMORIES OF ONE SO DEAR ARE OFT 
RECALLED BY SILENT TEAR.  ANNIE WALKER.” 



© JL / SP

JOHN	EDWARD	WALKER CLASS OF 1900	
BIRTH	

John Edward Walker was born in Leek on 16th January 1878 to Edward and 
Mary Walker.  

He was baptised on 3rd February 1878 at St. Edward 
the Confessor's Church in Leek. 

At this time the family were living at 62 Shoobridge Street in Leek. His father’s job is 
given as warehouseman. 

EARLY	LIFE	

By the time of the 1881 Census he was living with his mother, father and three sisters: 

Emily (born 1871), Annie (born 1873) Alice M (born 1876).  

Ten years later they were still living in the same house, and he has another sister 
Ellen (born 1884). By this time his oldest sister Emily has become an 
Assistant Schoolmistress. His father was a silk warehouseman.  Silk was a very 
important industry in the area at the time, so it is not surprising to also see two 
other sisters also working in the industry, one as a silk spooler and the other as a silk 
winder. 



  © JL / SP

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

In 1898 before attending college, John taught at All Saints’ School, in Leek under 
Mr William Arthur Furmston, who had graduated from Chester College in 1891.
John Edward attended Chester College in 1889-90. 

On the 2nd April 1911 at the time of the 1911 Census, he is living in two rooms as 
a boarder at 54 Park Terrace, Gillingham, Kent and his occupation is given as 
Schoolmaster (Warrant Officer) in the Army. 

In 1913 he married Annie Hartwell in Medway, Kent and later the same year their son 
Harry Edward F Walker was born.  The birth was registered in Elham, 11 miles west of 
Dover. 

MILITARY	SERVICE	

Warrant Officer Walker served as a Schoolmaster in the Army for 14 years. Five 
of them were in India, which is where he was promoted to Warrant Officer in 1904. 

The Corps of Army Schoolmasters was formed on 2 July 1845 and was staffed by warrant 
officers and senior non-commissioned officers, as well as a few commissioned officers, who 
served as inspectors and headmasters. 

In 1859 its duties were extended from simple schooling within the Army to assume responsibility 
for the Army schools and libraries and in 1903 the Army schoolmasters fell under the jurisdiction 
of the Adjutant-General. By the early 1900s, soldiers began to be admitted to evening classes, 
and some garrisons opened vocational classes. In 1914, a committee was set up for 
the "industrial training of soldiers", underlining the Army's intent to properly equip soldiers for 
civilian life. This committee recommended that soldiers should be struck off duty during their last 
three months of service, in order to allow them to attend vocational training. 

Despite the strains of the First World War on the British Army, education of soldiers did not stop. 
The British Army was circulated in and out of the front line, reserve line, and rest areas. This 
allowed education to continue, albeit in a disrupted fashion. Even whilst in the trenches, 
boredom meant the soldiery desired news and information, and in accordance, a staff officer 

Document dated October 1912 
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would organise lectures to satisfy these needs. The issue of resettlement was also raised by 
the war, and so a scheme was established to prepare men for civilian life. 

After returning to England, John Edward was 
stationed in Chatham and then Dover.  At the 
beginning of the war he was appointed 
Superintendent of Issues at Archcliffe Fort, 
which stands on a headland overlooking the 
harbour, known as Archcliffe Point, just outside 
Dover. This fort was not upgraded during WW1 
other than with small, quick firing guns used to 
prevent landing parties taking advantage of the 
cover afforded by the cliff face. 

“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

On Monday, 24th August 1914 John Edward had an attack of pneumonia and was taken 
to Shorncliffe Military Hospital, where he died on 29th August 1914. 

Warrant Officer Walker left a widow, Annie, and a son Harry living in Leek where his 
father also still lived. 

POST	MORTEM	

This document from the Commonwealth 
Grave Commission confirms that he is the 
son of Mary and Edward Walker from 
Leek, Stafforshire, and also that his wife is 
Annie Walker of 39 Banbury Road, 
Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire.   

On his death his effects were transferred to his wife Annie Walker.  There is no record 
on this document of any monies being passed to her.  

© National Army Museum 
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OBITUARY	

John Edward was buried at St James’s 
Cemetery, Dover, full military honours 
being accorded him by the Royal 
Sussex Regiment, then stationed at 
Dover Castle. 

His wife Annie Walker who was then 
living in Digbeth Street, Stow-on-the 
Wold, Gloustershire requested the 
headstone should have a cross and also 
the following inscription:   

“SWEET MEMORIES OF 
ONE SO DEAR ARE OFT 
RECALLED BY SILENT 
TEAR. ANNIE WALKER” 



© JL / SP
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Sources and Copyright 

Thank you to: 

• The National Archives for giving permission to use information found in images
which have been transcribed in this document.

• Commonwealth War Graves Commission who allow use of their images for
non-profit making ventures such as this:

• National Army Museum for giving permission to use
images for which they hold the copyright. In this biography
that is the image from the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers’
Effects.

John Lord – Steve Parker 

“The original archive records and their digital copies remain the property of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but are available for re-use for private 
and non-commercial purposes.” 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1901 



THOMAS DOBSON CLASS OF 1901 
BIRTH 

Thomas Dobson was born in 1880 to James Bramwell Dobson and Emma Dobson and came from 
Preston, Lancashire. 

EARLY LIFE 

Tom married Clara Eleanor Hughes in 1908 in Preston, Lancashire and they had one child, also called 
Clara. 

COLLEGE 

Tom attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1901. By the time of the 1911 census he was 
teaching in Salford, Lancashire and lived at 37 Graham Road, Pendleton, Manchester. 

He then went to teach in Nuneaton, Warwickshire. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Tom served in the Royal Fusiliers, 2nd Battalion, and by the time of his death had risen to Serjeant 
(G/53160) Thomas Dobson. 



LEST WE FORGET 

Tom was killed in action on 3rd December 1917 in France/Flanders. He was 37 years old 

POST MORTEM 

Tom was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

Tom is remembered at Tincourt New British Cemetery, Somme, France 

The villages of Tincourt and Boucly were occupied by British troops in March 1917, during the German 
Retreat to the Hindenburg Line From the following May until March 1918, Tincourt became a centre for 
Casualty Clearing Stations. On the 23rd March 1918, the villages were evacuated and they were 
recovered, in a ruined condition, about the 6th September. The cemetery was begun in June 1917, and 
used until September 1919 

An inscription on his headstone reads 

“HE IS OUR PEACE HE LOVED US WITH AN EVERLASTING LOVE” 





JOSEPH SCOTT UPTON CLASS OF 1901 
BIRTH 

Joseph Scott Upton was born in January 1881 at Broughton, the third of six children 
born to William Edward and Emma (Whittaker) Upton. William Edward Upton and 
Emma Whittaker had married in 1875 at Chorlton and, by the time of the 1881 census, 
three months after Joseph’s birth, they were living at 72, Lowcock Street, Broughton. 
William was employed as an assistant to a wholesale stationer and Emma was tending 
to the wants of their three young children: William Edward junior, born 1877, Samuel 
born in 1878 and the baby, Joseph, aged just three months.  

EARLY LIFE 

By the date of the 1891 census a lot had changed; William and Emma had had three 
more children: Walter, born in 1882, Lilian born in 1884, and Emma born in 1886. Their 
son, Samuel, had died in 1882, aged just four years old, and then, in early in 1887, 
William Edward himself had died, leaving Emma a widow with five children to support. 
In the census of 1891, Emma is recorded with four of her children: William, Walter, 
Lilian and Emma, at 54, Lowcock Street. Emma had taken a job as a machinist making 
pinafores; William had a job as an office boy and the family income was supplemented 
by the rent paid by their two lodgers: Edwin and Jane Curry. Joseph was not living with 
them.  

Nicholl’s Hospital School – now part of City College. 



 

Joseph must have shown some early signs of academic promise, and had won a place 
at Nicholl’s Hospital, which described itself as “an Institution for the Maintenance and 
Education of the sons of Poor Persons”, and was situated at Hyde Road, Ardwick, 
Manchester. 
Extract from the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, 29th 
November, 1890. 

Joseph was recorded as a student there in 1891. 

In 1901, the family were living at 145, Russia Street, Broughton. Emma and her sixteen-
year-old daughter, Lilian, were both employed as pinafore machinists; William was a 
cellarman for a wine merchant; Walter a commercial clerk; Emma junior worked in a 
confectioner’s and Joseph was still a student.  

By 1911 the family had moved again and were then living at 28, Clement Street, 
Broughton. Walter Upton had left home, Emma was no longer working as a machinist, 
though her daughter, Lilian, was still sewing pinafores. William was employed in a 
mineral water factory as a bottler, Emma as a worker with electrical apparatus and 
Joseph was employed as an assistant schoolmaster for Manchester Education 
Department.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Joseph attended Chester Teacher Training College and graduated in 1901. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

The 17th (Service – 2nd City) Battalion, Manchester Regiment, was formed in 
Manchester on 28th August, 1914. In April 1915, it became part of the 90th Infantry 
Brigade and went to France early in November 1915. Joseph’s service papers have not 



survived, so we don’t know exactly when he enlisted. It may have been in 1914, but it is 
more likely that it was at some time in 1915. He was not eligible for the 1914-1915 Star, 
so he did not land with the Battalion in 1915, which points to enlistment in 1915. We do 
know that he was serving with the Battalion when it fought on the Somme in the 
summer of 1916. The events leading up to his death are described below. 

Extracts from the War Diary – 17th Battalion Manchester Regiment 
22nd July 1916 – 3pm 
Battalion marched to bivouacs at MANSEL COPSE 

24th July 1916 – 1 am 
Battalion assembled at CAMBRIDGE COPSE 
10 am – Battalion moved to British Old Front Line system EAST of TALUS BOISE 

24th – 29th July 1916 
Battalion worked on ASSEMBLY Trenches between BERNAFAY and TRONES WOOD 
and made final preparations for attack on GUILLEMONT 

29th July 1916 – 10 pm 
Battalion assembled between BERNAFAY and TRONES WOOD 

30th July 1916 – 4.45 am 
Brigade attacked GUILLEMONT in conjunction with 89th Bde. On the right and 2nd 
Division on the left. 17th Manchester Regiment in reserve. 
Casualties: 5 Officers – 274 Other Ranks 

Operations Report – 17th Manchesters 
(Report of O/C 17th Battalion, Manchester Regiment following the attack on 
Guillemont on the 30th July 1916) 

With reference to recent operations on GUILLEMONT, I beg to report as follows: 

I moved the Battalion about 10pm on the night July 29th to assembly trenches between 
BERNAFAY and TRONES WOOD. There was considerable delay in taking up our 
positions, several small parties having missed their way owing chiefly to the mist & the 
darkness of the night and the fact that at about 11 pm the enemy fired all around the 
wood a very large number of gas shells both poison and lachrymatory. This was kept up 
incessantly until about 4 am.  

At 2.40 am the Battalion was in position, but nothing had been seen or heard of the two 
Coys of ELSIE [sic] who should have been on our left as supports to the attack and it 
was not till 4 am, just as the attack was beginning, that 2 machine guns and 2 trench 
mortars were in position, the remainder having lost their way. After some hours 4 other 
MGs and 3 more trench mortars arrived. 



 

About 4.45 am, in accordance with your instructions, A & C Coys were sent to the 
forward assembly trenches and 2 MGs with instructions to get in touch with ADA [sic] at 
about 5.45 am I received your instructions to reinforce the attack It was not until 7.15 
that A Coy received my order to reinforce and they immediately went forward together 
with some men of C Coy whose platoons had become somewhat disorganised. 
Meanwhile B & D Coys were moved forward to the assembly trenches E of TRONES 
WOOD. 

Portions of A & C Coys succeeded in reaching the village of GUILLEMONT and Capt 
Fearenside made a gallant attempt to bomb the Quarry, a strong point from which 
heavy machine gun fire was being kept [up]. This failed. Meanwhile there was very little 
cover obtainable, no other troops were in sight with which to co-operate, and the men 
were becoming much shaken. It was decided therefore to retire and what remained of 
the two coys returned to the line held by the Brigade running from ARROW HEAD 
COPSE and some 200’ East of TRONES. Here was found B & D Coys and small 
parties of the other units of the Brigade.  

Communication was extremely difficult & could only be obtained by runners. I had only 3 
signallers and 1 instrument with me the remainder having been wounded or dispersed 
or missing on our way up. 

It was not till nearly midday that I could obtain any information of the whereabouts of the 
various coys or their progress. I was in touch with ADA by runner but could not obtain 
communication with any other battalions.      

As soon as the attack commenced the enemy put a barrage along the WEST side of 
TRONES. It was continuous and at times, intense.  

Early in the afternoon I received information that portions of all 4 coys were in trenches 
EAST of TRONES Wood and acting under Col. Walsh.   

During the afternoon small patrols were sent out to try & get information about MURIEL 
& ELSIE, but without result.  

About 10 pm an officer reported that he had been shelled out of the front trench EAST 
of TRONES WOOD and forced to retire with some 70-80 men. Only 12 arrived with him, 
the rest having disappeared on the way.    

No touch has been established with any troops on our left & thus it seems likely that a 
very considerable gap existed in our lines. 

I collected all the assembled men [two illegible words] at H.Q. and all the men I could 
find on the T. M. Battery – about 80 in all. They went forward in two parties with 3 
officers and held the line pending the arrival of reinforcements.  



 

By this time some 5 Machine Guns were available & these also were disposed so as to 
deal with any possibility of the enemy breaking through the line. 

At 4 am the Battalion was relieved and marched back to MANSEL COPSE. 

Signed M. Griseword Lt Col 

Commanding 17th Manchester 

LEST WE FORGET 

Lance Sergeant (Substantive rank: Corporal) 10998 Joseph Upton was recorded as 
having been killed in action on 30th July, 1916. He is buried at Delville Wood Cemetery. 

Delville Wood was a tract of woodland, nearly 1 kilometre square, the western edge of 
which touched the village of Longueval in the Somme. On 14th July, 1916, the greater 
part of Longueval village was taken by the 9th (Scottish) Division and on the 15th, the 
South African Brigade of that Division captured most of Delville Wood. The wood now 
formed a salient in the line, with Waterlot Farm and Mons Wood on the south flank still 
in German hands, and, owing to the height of the trees, no close artillery support was 
possible for defence.  

The three South African battalions fought continuously for six days and suffered heavy 
casualties. On 18th July, they were forced back and on the evening of 20th July the 
survivors, a mere handful of men, were relieved. On 27th July the 2nd Division retook the 
wood and held it until 4th August when the 17th Division took it over. On the 18th and 25th 
August it was finally cleared of all German resistance by the 14th (Light) Division. The 
wood was then held until the end of April 1918 when it was lost during the German 
advance, but was retaken by the 38th (Welsh) Division on the following 28th August. 



 

Delville Wood Cemetery was made after the Armistice, when graves were brought in 
from a few small cemeteries and isolated sites, and from the battlefields. Almost all of 
the burials date from July, August and September 1916. 

POST MORTEM 

He was entitled to the Victory and British War Medals, which would have been sent to 
his mother Emma, his next of kin.  

His army back pay, in credit to the sum of £3 7s 6d was also paid to his mother. Initially 
she received £2 14s 0d on 22nd February, 1917, the remaining balance of 13s 6d seems 
to have been intended for his older brother William, but, on his instruction, it was paid to 
Emma on 28th March, 1917. It is likely that Joseph had willed that his credit should have 
been distributed between his mother and brother, but this was changed at his brother’s 
request. Joseph’s War Gratuity of £7 10s 0d, was paid to Emma on 20th November, 
1919.   



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1902 



JAMES FREEMAN 
BIRTH 

James Freeman was born in 1883 in Aspull, Wigan  Lancashire, to Thomas and Mary Ann Freeman. 
Thomas was a coal miner in Wigan and originally from Liverpool.  

 

EARLY LIFE 

In the 1901 census James is listed as an assistant teacher, aged 18, and living with his parents at 127 
Wigan Rd. Westhoughton, Bolton. He had two younger brothers Peter (12) and Thomas (6). 

James married Alice Crook at St. Bartholomew’s Church Westhoughton on December 29th, 1908 and 
they went on to live at 479, Manchester Road, Westhoughton, Lancashire. 

 

COLLEGE 

James attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1902. By the time of the 1911 census he 
had become a head teacher of a school and was living at 658 Manchester Rd. Chequerbent, 
Westhoughton, Bolton. James and Alice had a son, Kenneth who was 6 months old at this time. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 

James enlisted into the army and joined Royal Garrison Artillery 225 siege battery as a gunner and was 
promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on 6th March 1917. 

The battery would include 5  officers and 177 other ranks, 17 riding, 6 draught and 80 heavy draught 
horses and 3 two-horse carts & 10 four-horse wagons. 

Siege Batteries were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high explosive shells in high 
trajectory, plunging fire. The usual armaments were 6-inch, 8 inch and 9.2-inch howitzers, although 
some had huge railway- or road-mounted 12-inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the 
Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as 
putting destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy lines.  

The 225 siege battery was posted to France on 11th January 1917 

 

 

 



LEST WE FORGET 

James was killed in action on 20th August 1917. He was 35 years old. 

Often known as the Third Battle of Ypres or Passchendaele, the offensive began with 
encouraging gains, but terrible summer weather soon bogged it down. By August the offensive 
was clearly failing in its objectives and had descended into attritional fighting. New techniques 
by both sides led to agonisingly slow forward movement for the British, at enormous cost in 
casualties. Bad weather in October led to the battlefield becoming an impossible quagmire. 

POST MORTEM 

James was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

The medals were sent to his widow 
Alice (recorded as Mrs J Freeman) at 
her home address in Westhoughton, 
Bolton. The name of the other 
address on the card is unknown, 
possibly a relative. 



James is buried at the Voormizeele Enclosures at West-Vlaanderen, Belgium which were originally 
regimental groups of graves, begun very early in the First World War. No.1 and No.2 are now 
treated as a single cemetery. There are now 593 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War 
buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 40 of the burials are unidentified and 14 graves 
destroyed by shell fire are represented by special memorials.  



  



WILLIAM ROBERTS CLASS OF 1902 
BIRTH 

William Roberts was born in 1889 to William and Emma Roberts of 8 Clifton Terrace, Denbigh. William 
(Snr) was a Railway Guard. 

EARLY LIFE 

William grew up in Denbigh, North Wales.  

COLLEGE 

William attended Chester Teacher’s Training College and left in 1902. He went on to gain a Bachelor of 
Arts degree (B.A.) although it is not known at which University. He began his teaching career with 
Denbighshire Education Authority and, by all accounts was a young man of exceptional ability and a 
brilliant career ahead of him. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 

His service details show that William first enlisted in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers as No 40187 acting 
Corporal William Roberts and was then commissioned into the South Wales Borderers 7th Battalion on 
29th November 1917 as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

LEST WE FORGET 

 
On September 18, the British XII Corps attacked with the 66th and 67th Brigades of the 22nd Division 
and the Greek Serres Division. The Bulgarian first line of trenches was overrun, and the Serres Division 
penetrated to the second line. The Bulgarians responded with heavy artillery fire and counter-attacks 
that recaptured the ground lost. Meanwhile, the British 66th Brigade's 7th Battalion, South Wales 
Borders came under intense machine gun fire and those that survived these initial attacks tried to break 
through gaps in the wire which had been laid at the end of the trenches. However, they were picked off 
by a bullet fire and only handful of men survived. 
 
William was originally reported as missing on the 18th September 1918 and was later declared as killed 
in action at the Grand Couronne, West of Doiran. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST MORTEM 

There is a War Memorial in Denbigh with William’s details inscribed on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second 
Lieutenant 

William 
ROBERTS 

South Wales 
Borderers 
(7th Bn. ) 

Died 
18 Sep 
1918 

Age 
27 

Son of William & Emma Roberts, 
of 8, Clifton Terrace, Denbigh. 

Doiran Military 
Cemetery, 

Greece. 

 

 



William is remembered at The DOIRAN MEMORIAL which stands roughly in the centre of the line 
occupied for two years by the Allies in Macedonia, but close to the western end, which was held by 
Commonwealth forces. It is situated in the north of Greece close to the Macedonia border and near the 
south-east shore of Lake Doiran.  It marks the scene of the fierce fighting of 1917-1918, which caused 
the majority of the Commonwealth battle casualties. From October 1915 to the end of November 1918, 
the British Salonika Force suffered some 2,800 deaths in action, 1,400 from wounds and 4,200 from 
sickness. The campaign afforded few successes for the Allies, and none of any importance until the last 
two months. The action of the Commonwealth force was hampered throughout by widespread and 
unavoidable sickness and by continual diplomatic and personal differences with neutrals or Allies. On 
one front there was a wide malarial river valley and on the other, difficult mountain ranges, and many of 
the roads and railways it required had to be specially constructed. The memorial serves the dual 
purpose of Battle Memorial of the British Salonika Force (for which a large sum of money was 
subscribed by the officers and men of that force), and place of commemoration for more than 2,000 
Commonwealth servicemen who died in Macedonia and whose graves are not known.  

 

The cemetery (originally known as Colonial Hill Cemetery No.2) was formed at the end of 1916 as a 
cemetery for the Doiran front. The graves are almost entirely those of officers and men of the 22nd and 
26th Divisions and largely reflect the fighting of April and May 1917 (the attacks on the Petit-Couronne), 
and 18-19 September 1918 (the attacks on Pip Ridge and the Grand-Couronne). In October and 
November 1918, after the final advance, a few burials took place from the 25th Casualty Clearing Station. 
After the Armistice, graves were brought into the cemetery from the battlefields and from by some 
small burial grounds, the most important of which was Strumnitza British Military Cemetery, north-west 
of Doiran, made by the 40th Casualty Clearing Station in October and November 1918.  



 

William was entitled to the British War medal and the Victory medal for his service to King and Country. 
He did not earn the 1914-15 Star medal as his Regiment was not involved in France in those years. 

OBITUARY 

 

 



William Roberts

Remembered with Honour
Doiran Military Cemetery

In Memory of

Second Lieutenant

7th Bn., South Wales Borderers who died on 18 September 1918

Son of William and Emma Roberts, of 8, Clifton Terrace. Denbigh.



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1903 



HARRY B. RICHARDSON CLASS OF 1903 
BIRTH 

Harry Bertram St Clair Richardson was the elder of two sons born to Edwin St Clair and 
Laura (Loughhead) Richardson. Edwin and Laura were married at Batley Carr Parish 
Church on 24th December, 1878. Batley Carr is a district between Dewsbury and Batley 
in West Yorkshire. Edwin, aged 22, had been born in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia and 
was employed as a salesman in the woollen industry at the time of his marriage. Laura 
had been born in 1855 at Lockwood, a district of Huddersfield. 

Harry was born in Batley Carr in the autumn of 1879 and was christened at the Parish 
Church where his parents had been married on 22nd October, 1879. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the date of the 1881 census, he and his parents were living at Henry Street, 
Dewsbury. Harry’s brother, Frank Leslie Richardson, was born in the autumn of 1882 
and also christened at Batley Carr, on 15th November, 1882.  

At some point after Frank’s birth, the family moved to 3, Shay Terrace, Batley, where 
they were recorded in the 1891 census. Edwin was then employed as a bookkeeper 
and commercial traveler, a step up from being a salesman. Both Harry and Frank were 
at school.  

In the 1890s the family crossed the Pennines, and by 1901 were living at 6, Devonshire 
Road, Blackpool. This move was almost certainly as a result of Edwin’s upward career 
progress; he was at this date the cashier for a mineral water manufacturer. Harry had 
begun his teaching career, employed as an assistant teacher and his brother Frank was 
a clerk.  

A further move took the family down to London and, in 1911, they were living at 72, 
Danby Street, Peckham. Edwin was back working in the woollen industry, quite possibly 
in the London office of a Yorkshire woollen firm; Harry was employed as a teacher by 
the local Board of Education, quite possibly at Sumner Road School, where he is known 
to have taught; Frank was working as an auctioneer and valuer.    

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Harry attended Chester College and left in 1903 as a qualified teacher. Harry was 
employed as a teacher by the London Local Board of Education, at Sumner Road 
School. His brother, Frank, was working as an auctioneer and valuer.   



 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Harry’s service papers have not survived, but he probably enlisted fairly early in the war, 
most likely in the autumn of 1914. He served with the 12th (Service) Battalion of the 
Highland Light Infantry. This battalion had been formed in September 1914 at Hamilton, 
so Harry could have been one of the original members. They trained initially at Borden, 
and then, in March 1915, completed their training at Romsey. The battalion landed at 
Boulogne on 10th July, 1915; Harry’s entry in the medal roll for the 1914–1915 Star 
shows that date for his arrival in France.  

When he landed with the 12th Battalion on 10th July, Harry was already a sergeant. After 
landing, the battalion spent their first day in a camp at Ostrohove, near Boulogne, and 
then to billets in Louches. On 15th July, starting at 5.30 am, they marched to Arques; the 
following day, starting at 8 am, they continued their march to Fontes, all in all a distance 
of about 60 miles. The following day, 17th July, saw more marching, this time to 
Allouagne, where they spent the next week or so familiarising themselves with the local 
trench system and conditions. By the beginning of August they were taking their place in 
the front line.  

By the middle of August the battalion was in the front line at Maroc. That section of the 
line was relatively quiet and most of their time was spent improving and cleaning their 
trenches. On the 15th August they recorded their first casualties: two men slightly injured 
by shell fire. For the remainder of the month the pattern was maintained: a few days in 
the line, some in reserve, then back in the front line. Things were still quiet, relatively 
speaking, and most of the time spent improving the trenches. 

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

For the first week in September the battalion was out of the line, but providing regular 
work parties for night-time work improving the trench system. The second week saw 
them based at Noeux and continuing as the first week. On 21st September the artillery 
bombardment leading up to the Battle of Loos began, and the battalion moved up to 
front line trenches at Quality Street. On the 25th September the battle began, and the 
following day, 26th September, 1915, Sergeant 19153 Harry Bertram St Clair 
Richardson was killed in action. 



A H Maude – The History of the 47th (London) Division 1914-1919 (1922). 

Extracts from the war diary of the 12th (Service) Battalion Highland Light Infantry 

Account of the action at Hill 70 in which Sergeant Harry Bertram St Clair Richardson was killed. 



 



 



 

.



 

POST MORTEM 

Sergeant Harry Bertram St Clair Richardson was entitled to the 1914–1915 Star, the 
Victory and British War medals, all of which would have been sent to his father, Edwin. 
His outstanding pay, £5 12s 10d, was also sent to his father on 2nd February, 1916, as 
was his War Gratuity of £6 0s 0d paid on the 19th February, 1920.    



 

Harry’s war service was also recorded by his employer, the London County Council: 

Extracts from the L.C.C. Record of War Service 

…On 25th September [1915] … killed… Sergt. H. B. Richardson [12th Highland L. I. 
[Educ.] with the 15th Division somewhere near Hill 70 … 

Harry is remembered at the Loos Memorial. 

The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have no known 
grave, who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the First 
Army, east and west of Grenay, from the first day of the Battle of Loos to the end of the 
war. On either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on 
which are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back are four small circular 
courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these 
courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the 
centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. The memorial was designed by Sir 
Herbert Baker with sculpture by Charles Wheeler. It was unveiled by Sir Nevil Macready 
on 4th August, 1930. 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1904 



GEORGE WILLIAM HAYES 
CLASS OF 1904

BIRTH 

George William Hayes was born in the early summer of 1880 at 
Bradford, a district of Manchester, the oldest child of George and 
Elizabeth Ann (Tipping) Hayes. He was baptised, probably at Christ 
Church, Bradford, on 24th August, 1880. His parents had been 
married at that church on 4th August, 1877. 

George’s father, also called George, had been born in Timoleague, a 
village in Carbery East, County Cork, in about 1847. He was an engineer, usually 
employed in driving the stationary engines that powered cotton mills, dye works and 
other numerous businesses at that time. George was a widower when he married 
Elizabeth Ann, and had a son, Harold, from his first marriage.  

EARLY LIFE 

In the 1880s the family lived at 227, Wellington Street, Bradford, and George senior was 
employed at one of the local dye works. His wife, Elizabeth Ann, worked as a 
dressmaker. During the 1880s the couple had two more children: Clara born in 1883 
and a son, Vere, born in 1886. 

By the time of the 1891 census, the family had moved to 29, Hewitt Street, Openshaw, 
and ten years later they were at 53, Hinkley Street, Prestwich. By the time of the 1901 
census, George William, aged 21, was already working as a school teacher; his sister, 
Clara, was following in his footsteps and was employed as a pupil teacher.  

In 1911 they were living at 4, Meade Grove, Longsight, South Manchester. George 
senior was unemployed at that date, his health may have been failing and he died in 
early 1913. Harold, George William’s half-brother was 38, unmarried and living at home 
whilst employed as a clerk and bookkeeper. George William and his sister Clara, also 
both single, were both employed as teachers. By 1914, George William was teaching at 
the Queen Street Elementary School, Bradford, Lancashire. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

George attended Chester College and left in 1904. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George William Hayes enlisted on the 5th September, 1914 at Manchester. 



 

He was passed fit for service and posted to the 3rd City (which was the 18th Service 
Battalion) Battalion, Manchester Regiment, for his initial training. He was five feet ten 
inches tall, weighed 143lbs, had a ruddy complexion, blue-grey eyes and brown hair. He 
was appointed as an unpaid lance-corporal on 28th November 1914 and that 
appointment was confirmed as a paid rank on 20th February, 1915. He was promoted to 
full corporal on 8th November, 1915, the day he first set foot in France on active service. 

LEST WE FORGET 

George William Hayes was serving with the 18th Battalion, Manchester Regiment when 
it took part in the attack on Guillemont in late July 1916. On the morning of 27th July the 
Battalion moved up from reserve to their former position in the line at a place they called 
Brick Lane, which was near Trones Wood. Under heavy enemy shelling, including gas 
shells, on the morning of 29th July, the Battalion moved into assembly trenches to the 
east of Trones Wood.  At 4.45 on the morning of 30th July the Battalion left the assembly 
trenches and began their attack on the German positions at Guillemont. There followed 
a day of very heavy fighting against strong German machine gun position and many 
instances of hand-to-hand fighting as the Battalion attacked the German trenches. At 
some time during that day’s fighting George William was killed; his body was not found. 
He was initially posted as missing, but then his death was presumed to have taken 
place on 30th July. A plea for information about his whereabouts from his mother and 
brother is shown below. 



 

POST MORTEM 

George is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial. The memorial commemorates 
more than 72,000 men of British and South African forces who died in the Somme 
sector before 20th March, 1918 and have no known grave – the majority of whom died 
during the Somme offensive of 1916. 

George was awarded the British War Medal, Victory medal and 1915 Star 



 

Extract from the Probate Register 1918 
Hayes, George William of 32, Collingwood-
Road, Levenshulme Manchester a Corporal 18th Battalion Manchester Regiment died 
on or since 30th July 1916 in France 
Administration Manchester 16th February to Elizabeth Ann Hayes widow  
Effects £202 8s 5d. 

Extract from the Register of Soldiers’ Effects 
Hayes, George William 
18th Battalion Manchester Regiment 
Corporal 10490 
Death on or since 30th July 1916 – death presumed 
Credit: £9 0s 6d – paid on 19-6-17 to mother Elizabeth 
War Gratuity: £9 10s 0d – paid on 22-10-19 to mother Elizabeth 

Star medal    British War Medal  Victory Medal 

 “Pip”       “Squeak”              “Wilfred” 



 



JOHN CHARLES HODGSON CLASS OF 1904

BIRTH 

John Charles Hodgson was born in Keswick in 1884 to Isaac and Emily Hodgson. Isaac 
was a building contractor at the time with four other children, Edith, Thomas, Harold and 
Grace. The family also employed a domestic servant, Mary Smith, at the time of the 
1911 census. They all lived at No 1 (Newlands House) Stanger St. Keswick. (Now a 
guest house) 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1901 census John, now aged 18, was working as a pupil teacher in or 
around Keswick. He was also a well-known member of Keswick Rugby Club and played 
for that team with distinction, only missing out on County honours due to his short-
sightedness. Before entering Chester College, he had spent 18 months in France 
teaching English and learning the French language. 

His uncle, Rev T R Hodgson, was the representative of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society at Constantinople, Turkey, and soon after returning from France he went to stay 
with his Uncle, stopping off in Berlin for a while en route. He acted as his Uncle’s 
secretary for twelve months and then returned to England taking up a post at Penzance 
County School teaching English and French. After teaching for two years, he then gave 
up his post and enrolled as an undergraduate at Dublin University.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

John Charles attended Chester College and left in 1904. Whilst at College, it is known 
that John Charles issued a challenge by writing on a blackboard to the effect that the 
Cumbrians of that year (1904) would take on a similar number from the rest of the 
College in boxing, running, wrestling and jumping. Needless to say, the challenge was 
accepted and John Charles won all of his events.  

He was also chosen as a prefect by the Principal and his conduct in the discharge of his 
duties brought him a host of friends. He celebrated his majority in College and it is sad 
to note that one of his friends present, William Taylforth, was killed in action in May 
1915 in the Dardanelles. 

Whilst at Chester College he excelled at Rugby, Rowing and Athletics. 



MILITARY SERVICE 

Shortly after enrolling at Dublin University in 1914 war broke out and John became a 
vigorous and successful recruiter, before enlisting himself as a Private in the 8th Border 
Regiment. Whilst training at Codford on Salisbury Plain, he and his brother Harvey were 
made Sergeants and shortly afterwards they were both offered commissions in the 10th 
Border Regiment. By Christmas 1914, John Charles Hodgson had been given a 
captaincy. However, he rejected several “soft jobs” offered to him, insisting that he had 
joined to fight for his country. 

A short time later he was transferred to the 1st Border Regiment which was then ordered 
to the Dardanelles, Turkey.  

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and French forces 
in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the Western 
Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia through the 
Dardanelles and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25–26 April, 
1915; the 29th Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New Zealand 
Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. However, 
the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance soon led to the stalemate of trench 
warfare.  

John Charles was only in the Dardanelles for a month when he was killed leading a 
brilliant charge on enemy trench positions. He died on 28th June, 1915 at the Battle of 
Gully Ravine, aged 33. He is remembered on the Helles Memorial.  

Unlike previous Allied attacks at Helles, the Gully Ravine action was largely successful 
at achieving its objectives though at a typically high cost in casualties. 

POST MORTEM 

Captain John Charles Hodgson was awarded the 1915 Star, British and Victory medals 
for his service to King and Country. 



 

His effects in the sum of £645 6s. 8d. were awarded to his father Isaac Hodgson. 



 



WILLIAM TAYLFORTH  CLASS OF 1904                     
BIRTH 

William Taylforth was born on 4th November, 1882 and christened on 13th 
December, 1882 at Kirkby Lonsdale, Westmorland, the first of three children born to 
William and Marion (Cleugh) Taylforth. William married Marion in Manchester on 
11th January, 1882 and they lived at Kirkby Lonsdale for the rest of their lives. Their 
daughter, Marion, was born in 1887 and a second daughter, Margaret, in 1889.  

EARLY LIFE 

In 1891, the family were living on Main Street, Kirkby Lonsdale. William senior was then employed as 
a solicitor’s clerk and the two oldest children were at school; the youngest still at home with Marion. In 
1901, still on Main Street, William senior had gained a position as manager of one of the local banks 
and William junior was employed as a pupil teacher at the National School.  
William attended Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Kirby Lonsdale. 

Ten years later in 1911, William had left home and was boarding with his friend, Charles Kenneth 
Valentine, at the Valentine family home: 5, The Polygon, Lower Broughton. William was by then a 
trained certificated teacher and employed in one of the Corporation’s Elementary Schools. His friend, 
George, was an insurance agent, and George’s brother, Charles Kenneth Valentine, who also lived 
with them, was, like William, a certificated teacher for the Corporation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHESTER COLLEGE 

William attended Chester College and left in 1904. This is an entry from The Collegian magazine of 
the time. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

All three men, William and the two Valentine brothers, had enlisted as Territorials, in the case of 
William and George in 1905. All three served in the 1st/6th Battalion Manchester Regiment as 
sergeants. William and George had consecutive regimental numbers, 141 and 142, which suggests 
that they had enlisted on the same day.  

The 1st/6th Battalion Manchester Regiment was one of the battalions sent out to the Dardanelles in 
early 1915 to fight in the Gallipoli campaign. William was killed within a month of the Battalion landing 
at Gallipoli: the events leading up to his death were as follows. 

“LEST WE FORGET” 

On 2nd May 1915 “A” & “B” Companies [Sergeants William Taylforth, George and Charles Valentine 
all served in “B” Company] of the battalion entrained for Alexandria, to be followed by the other 
companies the following day. On reaching Alexandria the Battalion embarked on H.M.T. Derflinger 
[this was originally a German merchant vessel captured at Port Said in 1914 and used as a troopship 
and eventually renamed H.M.T. Huntsgreen] 

May 6th       
Arrived off Kaba Cape west of Gallipoli peninsula about 5.30 am 
From there ordered to Cape Helles which was reached about 8am. 
A and B Companies disembarked about 4.45pm and reached bivouac at Sandy Bay  
about 8pm with one days supplies for the battalion C and D Companies disembarking about 5pm 
landed at beach (where A and B landed at beach)  
and did not reach the battalion until 11.30pm. 



 

The Battalion was intended to take part in the attack on Achi Baba which was then proceeding, but 
they seem initially to have been kept in reserve in bivouac. The Battalion was ordered forward to 
attack on 8th May; “A” and “B” Companies in the lead. The Battalion remained in the forward trenches 
on the 9th and experienced shelling and sniper fire. Part of the trench collapsed under the 
bombardment and one man was killed and several wounded.  

On the 10th the Battalion remained in their trenches, there was light shelling and seven men were 
wounded. The following day, the 11th, at 2 pm the Battalion was ordered to relieve the 1st Battalion 
Worcestershire Regiment and the New Zealand Canterbury Regiment. This involved moving forward 
and crossing about 400 yards of traverses, despite some heavy Turkish fire, this was done with 
comparatively few casualties.  

The next few days were relatively quiet, and the men were mostly employed in repairing and 
improving the trenches. On May 16th the Battalion again came under heavy shell fire, mostly 
shrapnel. The following day was quieter. On the 21st May, the Battalion was relieved and went back to 
bivouac.  

The Battalion went back up to the front on the 25th May. There were some exchanges of fire and on 
the 27th May, the Battalion pushed forward some 200 yards on the left and 70 yards on the right, in 
what seems like an attempt to straighten their line. They spent the 28th consolidating what gains had 
been made.  

Monday May 31st 
The Battalion took over the front line of trenches again from the 1st/8th Battalion. The trenches taken 
over were not connected but communication trenches not [illegible] each other. The trenches on the 
west were in echelon. There was consequently much hard work to be done. About 7 pm an order was 
received that 12th Hants were to prolong line to our left and connect with R.F. In consequence of this 
work pushed on to connect the isolated portions of trench to our left.  

It was in carrying out this work on the trenches that Sergeant William Taylforth was killed. Further 
information concerning his death has been found on The Manchester Regiment Group Forum 
"Last Act for an Old Pal" 

Citation Information 
Transcript 
31-5-15
Sergeant Taylforth of “B” Company was killed during the digging and improvement of trenches. His 
old friend, Sergeant Valentine of the same company, buried him near the trench and erected a cross. 
Five other men were also killed and buried with him. Sergeants Taylforth & Valentine both resided at 
5 The Polygon, Broughton. Sergeant Taylforth was the assistant headmaster at St. Marks School, 
Cheetham Hill, he played rugby for both Sale & Heaton Moor clubs and was a frequent golfer at the 
Heaton Park links. He was the holder of the TFEM [Territorial Force Efficiency Medal] and been with 
the Battalion for ten years. Sergeant Valentine was wounded shortly after burying his pal, and 
invalided to Malta 

POST MORTEM 



 

At the time of his death, William was in credit to the sum of £10 13s 3d, which was duly paid to his 
father on 29th September, 1915. William’s War Gratuity of £6 0s 0d was also paid to his father on 10th 
July, 1919.  

William was commemorated on the Helles Memorial and also on a headstone at St Mary the Virgin, 
Kirkby Lonsdale.  

William was awarded the 1915 Star medal together with the British War and Victory medals. 

OBITUARY 

     Star medal    British War Medal      Victory Medal 

       “Pip”                “Squeak”         “Wilfred” 



 

Westmorland Gazette, June 1915. 

It became known on Monday morning that Sergt. William Taylforth, of the 6th Manchesters, only son 
of Mr. Wm. Taylforth, manager of the Kirkby Lonsdale branch of the Bank of Liverpool, had been 
killed in the Dardanelles on the 31st May. He was one of Kirkby Lonsdale's best known and most 
popular young soldiers, and the inhabitants joined with one mind in extending their heartfelt sympathy 
to the bereaved parents, sisters and other relatives.  

Sergt. Taylforth was tall, strong and athletic. During his training for a scholastic profession (teaching), 
he had become keen on games, and was particularly skilled in Rugby. He regularly played for Kirkby 
Lonsdale when on holiday, and did much to keep the Rugby game popular in his native town. He was 
also a vocalist of much merit, and as a member of a Manchester glee party had on several occasions 
given delight to local audiences. 

In intimating the news of his death to Sergt. Taylforth's parents, his commanding officer stated that his 
death was instantaneous, and that his last words were words of cheer spoken to a wounded 
comrade. The letter also stated that in him the regiment had the influence of a character of the 
highest nobility, and his platoon will bitterly feel his loss for a long time. All his comrades wished to be 
associated with the message of sympathy thus conveyed.  

Writing to Mr. Taylforth, Major Pearson, of the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers (brother of Mr. A. Pearson of 
Abbot's Brow, Kirkby Lonsdale) states that he (Major Pearson) had become temporarily attached to 
the 6th Manchesters, and only two days before Sergt. Taylforth's death had heard that the latter had 
become aware of his (Major Pearson's) arrival where the regiment was fighting and wished to see 
someone from Kirkby Lonsdale. Major Pearson states that he was going to see Sergt. Taylforth, 
having started to do so as soon as he could, when the news met him that the latter had been killed. 
All the officers and men of his regiment thought a tremendous lot of him, continued Major Pearson; he 
was a fine soldier and a popular non-commissioned officer. His colonel and the other officers of his 
regiment desired their deep sympathy to be conveyed to his family. Ever since his taking up active 
service, Sergt. Taylor's movements have been followed with keen interest by his Kirkby Lonsdale 
friends, and the recent severe fighting in which his regiment was known to have taken part had added 
no little anxiety. That he did his duty nobly and well is consolation to the bereaved. 





CHARLES KENNETH VALENTINE 
CLASS OF 1904

BIRTH 

Charles Kenneth Valentine was born in the spring of 1883, the youngest of ten 
children born to George and Letitia Jane [Wardlow] Valentine. The Valentine family 
came from Belfast to England at some point in the 1870s; their first six children were 
all born there, then one born in Liverpool, and the last three born in Manchester. 

EARLY LIFE 

The family were living in the Manchester area by the time of the 1881 census. 
George Valentine was an accountant and would have been aged about 40 when 
Charles was born. 

In 1891 they were recorded as living at 69, Ellesmere Street, Moss Side. Their eldest 
daughter, Annie, aged 23, was employed as a cashier in a restaurant; William, aged 
21, was working as a teacher, as was Mary Alice, aged 20; Elizabeth, aged 18, was 
also employed, but her occupation was illegible; Thomas, aged 18, was a clerk; 
Gertrude, aged 16, a shorthand writer; Margaret, aged 12, George, aged 9 and 
Percy, also aged 9, and Charles were all at school.  
George Valentine died in 1900 aged 57; his death was registered in the December 
quarter at Salford. Vol. 8d page 73. Letitia Valentine was recorded as the head of the 
family in the 1901 census. The family had by then moved to 5, The Polygon, 
Broughton, which was to be their family home for the next fourteen years at least. 
Charles, then aged 17, was a pupil teacher, following in the footsteps of his oldest 
brother, William, who was then an assistant teacher. Letitia Jane Valentine died in 
1906 at Broughton and William Valentine became the head of the family.  
In 1911 most of the family were still at the same address. Mary, Margaret and Percy 
had left home, but the other siblings, all still unmarried, continued to live together. It 
is possible that by this date both Charles, by then employed as an elementary school 
teacher, and his older brother George, an insurance agent, had already enlisted in 
the Territorial Army. [Although their service papers have not survived we can be 
fairly sure that they were Territorials, because when George was discharged in 1919 
his record uses the term “disembodied” which was associated with the Territorials. 
Their low regimental numbers, and the fact that they were both sergeants also 
suggest pre-war service.]  
Charles was also a member of the Manchester Martin Harvey Amateur Dramatic 
Club, and he took parts in, at least, two productions: in March 1913 the part of Mr 
Cheal in an amateur production of Pinero’s play “The Profligate” staged at the 
Midland Theatre; and the part of Lord Sarem in “The Bauble Shop” in March 1914 at 
the same theatre for the same company.  

An extract from the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser 
dated 10th March 1913 lists Mr. C. K. Valentine as taking the part of Mr Cheal in an 



amateur production of Pinero’s play “The Profligate” staged at the Midland Theatre 
by the Manchester Martin Harvey Amateur Dramatic Club.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Charles attended Chester Teacher Training College  and left in 1904 



 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Charles [no. 253] and his brother George [no. 141] both served as sergeants in the 
1st/6th Battalion, Manchester Regiment. The 1st/6th had been raised at Salford in 
August, 1914 and landed at Gallipoli in May 1915. [Another Chester College 
graduate, Private 1680 George Whittaker, served with the same Battalion and was 
killed in the same attack and on the same day as Charles.] The action which cost 
Charles his life and saw his brother George wounded, took place in early June, 1915, 
just two months after they had landed on the Gallipoli peninsular. 

Extract from the War Diary 1st/6th Battalion Manchester Regiment [entry is very 
difficult to read, lots of illegible words and phrases] 
1915 
June 4th 
Distribution of Battalion was as follows: 
A, three platoons, and one of B and D Company in Ardwick Street, remainder in 
Stretford Road. Behind Ardwick Street Garrison of 80 5th L. F.s [Lancashire Fusiliers] 
in dug out. 
From 8 – 10.30 bombardment registration of Heavy Guns 
11.05 – 11.20 Bombardment of trenches by Guns and Howitzers 
11.20 – 11.30 Guns Cease Fire 
11.30 – 12 noon Bombardment of Heavy Guns 
12 noon Troops charged 
A, B, D, advanced with [illegible] Gallantry & took first two lines of trenches carried & 
reached third line. 
12.15 2nd Line C Company and 2 Companies Lancashire Fusiliers advanced. C 
Company advanced splendidly & got beyond second line of trenches. The attack 
was well supported [illegible] by 5th 7th 8th Manchester on the right & on the left by the 
Hants [Hampshire Regiment] 
C Company and part of D who were carried on with then reached the line of the 2nd 
objection [objective?]  
All the 127th Bde [Brigade] who reached this line held on with great gallantry but 
owing to the lack of support were obliged to retire onto the line of the 1st objection 
[sic]  
The losses were very heavy & eventually the Battalion strength above 150 held the 
line of H11 H10 H9 under the long office [sic] during the night of June 4th  
Major C. R. Pilkington slightly wounded in the head, having a very lucky escape. 
The Battalion continued to hold the line throughout the night – Lieutenants Harwick 
[?], Hallawell, Young, Kershaw, Milne, Sellars, held various portions of the line vide 
attached sketch. 



Battalion H.Q. under Major [illegible] retired to Stretford Road, after which they had 
moved to H11 under Major Pilkington earlier in the night. It was found not to be 
feasible to keep in touch with the various parts of H11 held by the 6th Battalion and 
the Bde. from H11, consequently the H.Q. was sent back to Stretford Road from 
whence it was possible to organise the rations etc. & the units who came into to 
reinforce.  

June 5,6,7,8 
The Battalion continued to hold the H10.11 [map reference of the trench position 
held by the Battalion at Gallipoli] together with other units. Continued casualties & 
attacks [?] [illegible] throughout [?] – our men being most admirably steady. 

Charles was killed on the 5th June, although that was not immediately apparent as so 
many men were initially posted as missing. Both Charles and George served with “B” 
Company; George was wounded in the leg and sent to the Imtarfa Military Hospital 
on Malta. In a letter home to his parents and published in the Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire General Advertiser dated 15th July 1915, George wrote: 

“I haven’t heard anything of Charlie yet. He isn’t at this hospital I know, and I can’t 
get to know where he is. Our battalion got practically wiped out on the day of the big 
attack, and up to now I haven’t heard as to how they are getting on. I hope by the 
time I am better our troops will have forced the Dardanelles and captured the 
peninsula; but it is going to be a big job and cost an awful number of lives.” 

LEST WE FORGET 

A week or so later, the family had been told that Charles was dead. An extract from 
the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser dated 23rd July, 1915, 
confirms that they knew that he was dead, even if they did not know exactly when.  

Charles Kenneth Valentine was killed in the same attack as Another Chester College 
graduate, George Whittaker, Private 1608 1st/6th Manchester Regiment.  



 

POST MORTEM 

 253 Sergeant Charles Kenneth Valentine “B” Company 1st/6th Battalion, Manchester 
Regiment was awarded the 1914-15 Star, the British War and Victory Medals The 
balance of his army pay, £7 1s 2d, was paid on 10th December 1915 to his 
unmarried sister Annie, as was his War Gratuity of £6 0s 0d., paid on 16th July 1919.  

He is commemorated on the Helles Memorial. 

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and French 
forces in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the 
Western Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia through 
the Dardanelles and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25-26 
April,1915; the 29th. Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New 
Zealand Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. 
On 6th. August, further landings were made at Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the 
climax of the campaign came in early August when simultaneous assaults were 



 

launched on all three fronts. However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance 
soon led to the stalemate of trench warfare. From the end of August, no further 
serious action was fought and the lines remained unchanged. The peninsula was 
successfully evacuated in December and early January, 1916. The Helles Memorial 
serves the dual function of a Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli 
campaign and a place of commemoration for many of those Commonwealth 
servicemen who died there and have no known grave. The United Kingdom and 
Indian forces named on the memorial died in operations throughout the peninsula; 
the Australians at Helles. There are also panels for those who died or were buried at 
sea in Gallipoli waters. Over 20,000 names are commemorated on this memorial. 
There are four other Memorials to the Missing at Gallipoli: The Lone Pine, Hill 60, 
and Chunuk Bair Memorials commemorate Australian and New Zealanders at 
Anzac; the Twelve Tree Copse Memorial commemorates the New Zealanders at 
Helles. Naval casualties of the United Kingdom lost or buried at sea are recorded on 
their respective Memorials at Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham, in the United 
Kingdom. 

OBITUARY 

An extract from the Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General 
Advertiser 
15th July 1915 



 



EDWIN BOWER CLASS OF 1905 
BIRTH 

Edwin Bower was born on 14th June 1883 at Wentworth, near Rotherham, the third of four sons 
born to George and Mary Jane Bower. He was baptised at Wentworth Parish Church on 8th July 
1883. George Bower was a carpenter and joiner who ran his own business. 

EARLY LIFE 

Edwin grew up in Wentworth with his older brothers, Charles and George and younger brother, 
Alfred. Their mother, Mary Jane Bower, died at Wentworth in the last quarter of 1889. By the 
time of the 1901 census Edwin, still living at Wentworth with his widowed father and two of his 
brothers, was employed as a pupil teacher in the local elementary school. 

COLLEGE 

Edwin was recorded as leaving Chester College in 1905. In the final quarter of 1910 Edwin 
married Ada Ward at Barnsley. In the census for the following year they were living at 88, 
Balfour Road, Darnall, Sheffield. Edwin was employed as an assistant teacher for Sheffield City 
Council. They had no children at that time, although there is the birth of a George E. Bower 
registered at Sheffield in the third quarter of 1912 with the mother’s maiden name of Ward, who 
may well have been their son.   

MILITARY SERVICE 

Edwin’s medal card shows that his army number was SR/9388; the SR stood for Special 
Reserve. The Special Reserve were men recruited under the provisions of the Reserve Forces 
Act of 1907. They replaced the militia and were intended to provide a supply of trained men for 
the army should the need arise. Recruits signed up for six years, with an initial six months of 
training at the local barracks which had previously housed the militia. Then, they were free to 
return to their civilian occupations, but had to complete 28 days’ training every year and be 
ready to be called upon as needed.  

Edwin does not appear to have been called up at the start of the war, if he had been he would 
almost certainly have gone overseas before the end of 1915 and so have entitlement to a 1914-
1915 Star; no such entitlement was shown on his card. So, we can assume that he probably 
didn’t begin to be actively involved until late 1915 or early 1916, at the earliest. He served as 
Private SR/9388 [later re-numbered as 284388] in the 194th Siege Battery of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. The 194th first went to France in November or December 1916. He was later appointed 
as an acting Corporal.     

The Siege Batteries of the Royal Garrison Artillery were equipped with heavy howitzers, which 
sent large calibre high explosive shells in a high trajectory giving plunging fire. Their usual 
armaments were 6-inch, 8-inch and 9.2-inch howitzers, although some had huge railway or 
road-mounted 12-inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were 
most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting 
destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy lines. 
[Information from the Long, Long Trail, Great War Forum website]  



LEST WE FORGET 

Edwin Bower died on Saturday 7th April 1917. He was killed in action at Morchies and is buried 
at the military cemetery of Achiet-le-Grand, which is about 19 kilometres south of Arras and, 
presumably, near to where he died.  
 
 

 
 
 
Achiet-le-Grand was occupied by the 7th Bedfords on 17 March 1917, lost on 25 March 1918 
after a defence by the 1st/6th Manchesters, and recaptured on 23 August 1918. From April 
1917 to March 1918, the village was occupied by the 45th and 49th Casualty Clearing Stations. 
Achiet station was an allied railhead. The communal cemetery and extension were used by 
Commonwealth medical units from April 1917 to March 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST MORTEM 

His widow, Ada, received his army back pay of £9 7s 10d and his army gratuity of £4 0s 0d. She 
also is recorded as the administrator of his will, proved at Derby on 5th June 1917, effects £175.  

Edwin was awarded the Victory and British medals for service to the King and country. 





 

 

 

 

Class of 
1906 



JAMES COLLINSON CLASS OF 1906 
BIRTH 

James Collinson was born in the summer of 1885 at Bradford, Manchester, the second of three 
children born to James and Sarah Ann (Blackwell) Collinson. He was baptised at Christ Church, 
Bradford, on 19th July, 1885. His father was a grocer who ran his small business from a shop 
with living quarters above at 69, Grey Mare Lane, Bradford, Manchester. 

EARLY LIFE 

James Collinson senior died in February 1910 and was buried at Christ Church, Bradford, on 8th 
February. It was probably at about that time that the family moved from Grey Mare Lane to 40, 
Cross Street, Bradford, where they were living at the time of the 1911 census. Both Ann and 
James were then working as teachers, and Frank was employed as an insurance clerk. Ann and 
James had both been recorded as pupil teachers in the 1901 census. It is believed that James 
Collinson had married Mary Frost in the spring of 1914 at Chorlton.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

James attended Chester College and left in 1906. By 1911 he was teaching in Manchester. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

James began his military career as a Private in the 2nd/10th Battalion, Manchester Regiment. This was a 
second line battalion, where he would have completed his basic training before he was posted to the 
1st/8th (Ardwick) Battalion in which he served until his death. His service number was 377404, which 
probably meant that he did not enlist until 1916, which is when the six-digit numbers were introduced. 
The 2nd/10th were stationed at Colchester from March 1916, until they were posted to France in February 
1917. James may have still been with them at that date, as his service record no longer exists, we simply 
don’t know. 

LEST WE FORGET 

James died of wounds received in action on Tuesday 30th April 1918. He was almost certainly 
wounded after the 25th April, when his Battalion went back into the front line. His Battalion 
was in minor action of different sorts from the 25th onwards, especially after the 28th. We do 
not know in which of the following recorded incidents James was wounded, but it must surely 
have been one of them: 



Extracts from the war diary 1st/8th Battalion Manchester Regiment 

Front Line 

28th April 1918 

Enemy artillery more active today – snipers and machine gunners also remained active. Our 
artillery continued their action policy of hurricane shoots at irregular intervals. 

At night a fighting patrol of 1 officer and 9 other ranks attempted a silent raid on the enemy post 
located at L7c28. The surprise failed and the enemy opened fire with machine gun, rifles and 
bombs wounding the officer severely [he later died] and a man. Our patrol returned the fire with 
bombs but withdrew as it was impossible to achieve its purpose. The wounded man, who was 
thought to be dead, was left behind and was taken in by the enemy. 

At 9.30 pm the enemy fired a volley of rifle grenades on our left post, killing one man and 
wounding two others. Following this [illegible word] immediately a party of about eight of the 
enemy attempted to rush the post. The rush was stopped without difficulty with rifle fire and 
bombs and the enemy quickly withdrew … little else of interest to report during the day.  

29th April 1918 

Enemy artillery quiet – our artillery continued its activity throughout the day and night. Enemy 
snipers and machine gunners continued their activity. 

During the night the enemy sent up a number of flares showing that he was somewhat 
apprehensive. 

During the night several patrols and listening posts were sent out. One patrol encountered a 
working party. Rifle fire was opened on them and bombs were thrown, but after an hour seeing it 
was impossible to rush the party on account of their strength – the patrol withdrew.  

30th April 1918 

Enemy artillery more active – about 100 4.2 were fired on HIGH STREET during the day. Our 
artillery also remained very active. 

Some enemy movement at L7d32 was fired on and several parties of about six men were dispersed. 

At night the dispositions of the Battalion were again changed to give more strength and support 
to the left flank.  

We carried out routine patrolling during the night, but although a working party was seen and fire 
opened on them, resulting in casualties being inflicted upon them. No prisoners were captured.    

James is buried at Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, Somme. He left a wife Mary who was living 
at 4 Oxford Avenue, Blackpool at the time. 



 

At the end of March, the 3rd, 29th and 56th Casualty Clearing Stations moved to Gezaincourt, where 
they were joined for a short time in April by the 45th. They remained until September. The cemetery 
was begun in April 1918, after the close of the German offensive in Picardy. The 3rd Canadian 
Stationary Hospital, in the citadel at Doullens, also buried in this cemetery in May and June 1918, and 
the 2nd Canadian Division in April and May. 

POST MORTEM 

Mary Collinson, James’ wife, lived at 4, Oxford Avenue, Marton, Blackpool. Following his death, 
she received £5 9s 8d credit from his army pay. On 30th December 1919 she then received a 
further £7 10s, which was the war gratuity owing to her for her husband’s war service. 

James was awarded the British and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 



 



ARTHUR GILES SHORROCK CLASS OF 1906

BIRTH 

Arthur Giles Shorrock was born in the early summer of 1886 in Salford; he was the 
fourth of five children born to Peter and Margaret Shorrock (née Livesey).  Peter 
Shorrock had married Margaret Livesey on 28th August, 1875 at St Saviour’s Church, 
Bamber Bridge. He was then employed as a bookkeeper. Their first child, Harry, was 
born on 4th August, 1876 at Bamber Bridge, but, shortly afterwards, the family had 
moved to Salford, where their second child, Esther Alice, was born in 1878.  Another 
daughter, Mary, was born in 1881; then Arthur Giles in 1886 and finally, Harold born in 
1888. 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1891 the family were living at 5, Vere Street, Salford, where they had lived for at least 
five years as it had been their address when Arthur was christened at Stowell Memorial 
Church, Salford, on 6th June, 1886. Peter Shorrock was by 1891 working as an 
assistant cashier; the eldest son Harry was employed as an apprentice draftsman. The 
younger children were at school or at home looked after by Margaret.  

By the time of the 1901 census, the family had moved again and were living at 321 
Eccles New Road in Pendleton. Peter was now working as a cashier; Harry had 
changed career and was then working as a self-employed music teacher; Esther was an 
assistant schoolmistress, Mary a typist and Arthur, aged just 14, was a pupil teacher. 
Harold was still at school. The family’s growing prosperity was shown by the presence 
of a live-in servant.   

By 1911 the family were living in the Timperley area of Cheshire, at Bird [or Bride] Brook 
Lodge. Peter was employed as a cashier for a cotton manufacturer, possibly the same 
one that employed his youngest son, Harold, as a salesman. Harry had left home and 
was lodging with a family at Heaton Park, Prestwich, and still working as a private 
teacher of music and singing; both Esther and Arthur were working as school teachers. 
The family now employed two live-in domestic servants. 



 

Although Arthur was recorded as a teacher in the 1911 census, when he married Lillie 
Gough at Christ Church, Salford on 27th November, 1912. He gave his occupation as 
“Clerk.”   

This change of occupation would seem to be confirmed by an entry in the Manchester 
Employers’ Roll of Honour of the Great War, which has an entry for A. G. Shorrock, 
employed by Tootal Broadhurst Lee Company Ltd., a well-established firm in the cotton 
industry, based in and around Manchester. His father, Peter, and brother, Harold may 
also have worked for them. 

Arthur and Lillie had one child, a daughter, Margaret Elizabeth, whose birth was 
registered in the June quarter of 1914 at Bucklow, a registration district which includes 
Timperley. The pension entry for Lillie Sharrock gives Margaret Elizabeth’s birth date as 
31st May, 1914. 



CHESTER COLLEGE 

Arthur attended Chester College and left in 1906. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

At some point between late 1915 and early 1916, Arthur enlisted in the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. He served as Acting Bombardier 79658 in the 136th Siege Battery, which went 
to France in August 1916. 

Extract from the Long, Long Trail: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/ 

"Siege Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high 
explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 
inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge railway- or road-mounted 12 inch 
howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were most often 
employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive 
fire down on strongpoints, dumps, stores, roads and railways behind enemy lines."  

“LEST WE FORGET” 

Arthur died of wounds received in action on Saturday, 2nd September, 1916 at 14th 
Corps Main Dressing Station, France. He was buried in Plot II.H.9, at Dive Copse British 
Cemetery, Sailly-le-Sec.  



 

In June 1916, before the Somme offensive, the ground north of the cemetery was 
chosen for a concentration of field ambulances, which became the XIV Corps Main 
Dressing Station. Dive Copse was a small wood close by, under the Bray-Corbie road, 
named after the officer commanding this station. Plots I and II were filled with burials 
from these medical units between July and September 1916. 

POST MORTEM 

Acting Bombardier 79658 Arthur Giles Shorrock was entitled 
to the Victory and British War medals, which would have 
been sent to his widow, Lillie.  



 

Following Arthur’s death, Lillie also would have received a pension for herself and her 
daughter. The Probate Register for 1917 records that Arthur left a will, that his assets 
came to a total of £242 18s 11d and that his will was proved by his widow, Lillie 
Shorrock.  
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FREDERICK WILLIAM BULLOUGH
CHESTER COLLEGE 1905-7  

SECOND LIEUTENANT ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY

152nd Siege Battalion

KILLED IN ACTION 8th NOVEMBER 1917 

BIOGRAPHY

ERIC ADA AND FRED 
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FREDERICK	WILLIAM	BULLOUGH	
BIRTH	

Frederick William was born in Westhoughton on the 27th 
November 1884 to parents Edward Bullough and Mercy 
Charlotte Fleming, who had married on the 27th September, 
1873 in St Mary’s Church Hulme.  Edward, his father was a 
Coal Agent at the time of his baptism as the record of the 14th 
January, 1885 shows.  

Frederick was baptised at St Bartholomew’s Church, the Parish Church of 
Westhoughton.  The Church had been a gift of John Seddon in 1869.  The Seddon 
family lived at The Mortons, Church Street.  To commemorate the generosity of John, 
the parishioners erected the East window at a cost of £300.  The church could 
accommodate 830 people and the registers date back to 1732.       

Frederick’s son Eric later wrote 
under this photograph: 

“The Church and bells were given 
by the Seddon Family – Dad was 
christened + confirmed here. “ 

Unfortunately the church was 
gutted by fire in December 1990 
and only the tower remained in 
tact.  It was rebuilt, and the new 
church was consecrated in 1995. 



© JL

EARLY	LIFE	

At the time of the 1891 Census Frederick was living at 7 King Street, 
Westhoughton with his parents, his five sisters Lilian Annie (15), 
Rosa Catherine Miriam (13) (pictured on the right), Clara Sophia 
(10), Emily Charlotte (8) and Florence Annie (7) and two brothers 
Edward William (16) and Ernest Edwin (3).   

The house was an end terrace, possibly only having two bedrooms. 

His father was still a coal agent, and the record shows that he was 
born locally, as were his siblings.  However, his mother was born in London (Middlesex).  
His sister Lillian, at the age of 15 was a Pupil Teacher - education was to prove to be an 
important part of the Frederick and his siblings. 

On the 9th May, 1901 Frederick’s father Edward died. At the time the family were living 

at 61 Park Road, Westhoughton.  He was still living 
at the same address at the time of the 1901 
Census with his widowed mother, five sisters and 
youngest brother Ernest (shown left).  By this time, 
his sisters Lillian and Clara (shown right) had 
become assistant School Teachers and Frederick, 
at the age of 16, was a Pupil Teacher. 

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

Having decided that he wanted to be a teacher, in 1904 Frederick 
William started a Teacher Training course at Chester College. 

He was a student at the College until 1907. By the time of the 
1911 Census, Frederick had moved back to Westhoughton 
and was living once again at 61 Park Road. However, the Head 
of the Household is now James Holden, his Brother-in-Law who 
married his sister Emily Charlotte on the 26th May, 1906 at St.
John’s Wingates.The picture on the right shows James and Emily.

Their daughter Mercy Helena born in 1907.  

Newspaper reports suggest that in 1911 Frederick took up a post as Assistant School 
Teacher at Over Kellet Church of England School in Lancashire.  
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Also at the time of the 1911 Census Frederick’s mother, Mercy Charlotte Bullough (née 
Fleming) had moved to 5 Savile Terrace, Savile Town, Dewsbury where she was living 
off 'Private Means'. She moved to Dewsbury with Frederick’s younger brother Ernest 
Edwin, who was by now an Elementary Assistant School Teacher, and his sister, 
Florence Annie, who was working in the house. 

1913 was an eventful year for Frederick. On 12th August he married Ada Walsh 
Greensmith at the Bethel Chapel, Park Road, Westhoughton. 

The ceremony was presided over by the Reverend Robert H Lord. 

© Photographs by kind permission of The Bethel Chapel, 

Westhoughton 
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Ada was the daughter of Lancashire County Councillor 
Arthur Hardy Greensmith, J.P. and Pamela Walsh.  

At the time of their marriage, Frederick lived at Kirk House 
Farm, Over Kellet. This Farm still exists. Ada lived at a 
house called “Hartcliffe” in Westhoughton, and this was a 
name she would later use for another house in New 
Zealand. 

The photograph on the right shows them on their 
honeymoon.   

In the same year he took up the post of Headmaster of the 
village school at Over Kellet and his wife, who was also a 
teacher, joined him at the school. It is reported that having 
taken the post they moved to nearby Carnforth from where 
he travelled to the school each day by motorcycle.  The most 
likely address is 'Newlyn', Annas Bank, Carnforth. 

Ada wrote about this photograph: 

Frederick sent this postcard to his son, at this address, on 8th June, 1917. 

“Auntie Hodgkinson at Annas Bank Carnforth 
with Tiger.  A true sincere friend to all of us” 
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Frederick and Ada’s son Eric Greensmith Bullough was born on 5th June, 1914.  His 
birth was registered in Lancaster. 

In his private life Frederick 
adored dogs; he had a Great 
Dane called Mac.   

He is pictured here with his 
father and mother, his wife Ada, 
his dog Mac, and Teddy the 
horse. 

In the photograph to the right Frederick can be seen 
with his father Edward Bullough and Mac. 

His son Eric later said that he thought that his father 
attempted to breed them. 



© JL

. 

His love of dogs was shown in Christmas card he sent to his son: 
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Frederick had varied interests, as can be seen 
from the photograph on the left, which shows 
him playing a banjo. 

His wife loved flowers, but whilst it is not known 
whether he enjoyed gardening, there is a story that 
he tried to grow black sweet peas. 

He was described as an excellent teacher who was well liked by the children: 

“He had the knack of being able to maintain discipline amongst them while 
sharing in their games at playtime.” 

He was a churchman and frequently read the lessons.  

“In addition he played an active part in the life of the village: 
The Adult Choral Class, and other village enterprises always had his 

interest and help” 
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On 3rd November 1915 Frederick attended the Old Town Hall in Lancaster to attest and 
to have a Medical with a view to joining the Royal Garrison Artillery Reserve.  If 
accepted he would be "...required to serve for one day with the Colours and the remainder 
of the period in the Army Reserve...until such time as he would be called up by order
of the Army Council...". 

He gave his address as 'Annas Bank, Carnforth' and his age as 30 years and 11
months.  He gave his occupation as 'School Master

His next of kin was given as Ada Walsh Bullough, his wife, who also resided at Annas Bank,
Carnforth. The form also records that they were married in Westhoughton, Lancashire on 
12.8.13, and that they had a son Eric Greensmith Bullough, who was born on 5th June 1914.

Frederick was accepted, and assigned to the Army Reserve on the next day 4th November 
1915. 
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Early in 1916 it seems that Frederick had been considering joining up.  He was already a 
drill instructor, and on 2nd May he was given permission to attend a Medical Examination 
in Lancaster.  The school log shows that whilst there his wife Ada was to take charge. 

Two weeks later on 16th May later he was given permission to leave early to go to 
Lancaster Barracks. 

On May 22nd 1916 in the school log he wrote: 

“School Clock put forward one hour from this morning (Daylight 
saving)!  Am leaving school this morning to join the colours at Gosport.” 

Once again he indicated that his wife would take charge from the afternoon 

After he left his wife took his place and continued in the job until the news reached her 
of his death, whereupon she resigned. There was hope that she would change her mind 
and return to the school but instead she decided on a very different life.   
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On 15th August, 1921 Ada departed from Liverpool Docks bound for Montreal, Canada. 
She travelled on the White Star Line, Ticket Number 252842, with her son Eric.  Their 
respective ages are 35 and 7, and she is recorded as not being accompanied by her 
husband and her given profession was a Teacher. 

Eventually they left Canada and settled in the South Island of New Zealand. Here they 
joined Ada’s brother Harold Greensmith who had survived a gas attack during the war.  

This envelope contained a letter 
sent to Frederick’s son Eric by 
Frederick’s mother on 16th 
November, 1928.  The name of 
the house is again 'Hartcliffe', 
which was the name of the 
house in Westhoughton Ada 
was living in when she married 
to Frederick. 

Ada died in New Zealand on 24th April 1978, in Meadowbank Home and 
Hospital, Meadowbank, Auckland at the age of 92.   

Eric died in 2003, also in New Zealand. 
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MILITARY	SERVICE	

Frederick’s Service Record shows that he joined the 
Royal Garrison Artillery as Gunner 85000 F. W. Bullough 
on 23rd May 1916. 

Being an educated man he progressed quickly up the 
ranks.  On 1st June 1916 he was appointed as a Corporal 
and almost two months later on 29th July 1916 he was 
appointed Sergeant. 

On 17th January 1917 he was posted to the R. G. A. 
training school at Prees Heath near Whitchurch in 
Shropshire and from there on 20th May 1917 he was 
posted to No. 3 Cadet School in Bournemouth.  

During the his training in January – February 1917 he was posted to Belfast in Ireland 
and whilst there on 15th February 1917, his Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel 
R. M. Hill recommended that Frederick be admitted to an Officer Training Unit with a
view to being appointed to a commission.
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Frederick is second from the 
right on the front row. 

Character references were 
sought from people who had 
known Frederick before he 
joined the Army.  These 
included his father-in-law who 
was a County Councillor in 
Lancashire who wrote: 

HARTCLIFFE 
WESTHOUGHTON Jany 29/917 

To whom it may concern, 
I have pleasure in giving testimony to the general character of Fred. W. Bullough 
whom I have known for over … years.  He is energetic, painstaking and 
trustworthy in all his work. I have every confidence in recommending him for the 
position of trust. 

Signed 
Arthur H Greensmith C.C.Lancs. 

On 7th February William Farrar of HALL GARTH CARNFORTH stated that he was of 
good character and “a suitable person to receive a commission.”

On 22nd February 1917, Frederick was recommended to be admitted to an Officer Cadet 
Unit, by Lieutenant Colonel A J Parker, who was in command at the Siege School 
Bordon.On 24th February this recommendation was endorsed by a senior officer. 

On 5th March 1917 another commanding officer stated: 

“I certify that Sergt FRED WILLIAM BULLOUGH is active and likely 

to make a good Siege Artillery Subaltern”. (Officer in the British Army 
below the rank of Captain, second lieutenant.) 

On the form for admission to the Officer Cadet Unit it records that Frederick was at the 
time attached to the 328th Siege Battery at Prees Heath and that he was being 
considered for a Commission in “R.G.A. Siege or Coast Defence”.  It was recorded that 
he was British and his home was “Newlyn” Annas Bank, Carnforth.  Also that he 
enlisted on 20th May 1916 and was educated at Hindley Grammar School and Chester 
College and that his occupation before he joined the Army was School Master (Head). 

“Taken when in training in 
Ireland 1916” 
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On 19th May 1917 he was accepted for admission to the Royal 
Garrison Artillery No. 3 Cadet School in Bournemouth and he 
was posted there next day. 

On 4th August 1917 he was discharged from the school having 
received a Commission in the 152nd Siege Battery of the Royal 
Garrison Artillery.   

On 5th August, 1917 he was given the position of Second 
Lieutenant in the Royal Garrison Artillery. 
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Siege Batteries 

Siege Batteries of the Royal Garrison Artillery were equipped with heavy howitzers. These 
would send large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory. Howitzers were 6 inch, 8 
inch, 9.2 and 12 inch with the latter being railway or road mounted. The Siege Batteries 
were used to destroy or neutralise the enemy artillery. In addition they were used to destroy 
roads, railways, dumps and stores behind enemy lines.  

On the right is an 8 inch Howitzer of the type used by the 151st and 152nd Siege Batteries.  
Both of these batteries were raised in Scotland and were deployed to France in August 1916.  
In the case of the 152nd Siege Battery on 28th August 1916. 

This photograph is believed to be the 
soldiers of the 152nd Siege Battery. 

The Major in charge of the 151st and/or 
the 152nd Siege Battery was Major R J 
Blackadder, who it is thought was the 
inspiration for Blackadder in “Blackadder 
Goes Forth”.  He took part in battles from 
the Somme to the end of the war. 

The 3rd Battle of Ypres. 

To get an idea of the conditions Frederick William and fellow 
members of the 152nd Siege Battery had to endure, extracts
can be read from Blackadder’s Diary from 1917 in the 3rd Battle of Ypres on The 
Observation Post Website. 

In the diary Frederick kept 
whilst in the trenches he 
describes the location of the 
152nd Siege Battery  

“Through village of Boesinghe 
and trench to right + across 
trench with path to canal – 
Yes Ypres’s canal.”  
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The 152nd Battery which had been in Belgium since late summer 1916 occupied this 
position until in October they were sent to near Boezinge close to the Ypres canal.  

By this time little remained of Boezinghe. The ground east of the canal was desolate, 
full of craters created by the impact of shells. The crater holes were full of mud and 
slime. 

Frederick’s commanding Officer in a letter to Ada after the war explaining the 
circumstances of Frederick’s death, described how the 152nd Siege Battery were in the 
immediate area around Boezinghe – Langemarck. 

“It was during the 3rd battle of YPRES, the guns (8 inch Howitzers) of the 152 Siege 
Battery Royal Garrison Artillery – were being moved forward to a new position 
between PILKEM and IRON CROSS x ( these places are situated – West of the 
BELGIUM village of LLANGEMARCK and North of BOESINGHE.) in preparation for a 
final attack on PASSCHENDAELE.  The old position being vacated was ROSE CROSS 
ROADS where the old YPRES STADEN”

The Battle of Pilckem Ridge, 31 July – 2 August 1917 

This was the opening attack of the Third Battle of Ypres in the First World War. The British 
Fifth Army, Second Army and the French First Army on the northern flank, attacked the 
German 4th Army, which defended the 
Western Front from Lille, to the Ypres 
Salient in Belgium and on to the North 
Sea coast.  

The attack on Pilckem Ridge began at 
3.50am on 31 July.  The Guards 
advanced across the Ridge from the 
North, and the Welsh advanced 
through Pilckem, across the ridge to the outskirts of Langemarck.  On this the last day in 
July over 5,000 men were killed and wounded.  This was worst day in the entire war in the 
Ypres Salient.  Along the entire front in Flanders more than 6,000 men died. 

As a result of this attack the Anglo-French armies captured Pilckem (Flemish: Pilckem) 
Ridge and areas either side. On the afternoon of 31st July heavy rain fell resulting in the 
battlefield being deep in mud and water. 

The German line was pushed back.  Artillery Wood, just east of the Yser Canal, was 
captured by the Guards Division.   
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Between Pilkem and Langemarck on the 10th October, 1917.

As they tried to advance their guns became stuck in the wet conditions and they were 
ordered back.  

Frederick describes how they had to get a gun out of the mud. 

“Went on across shell pocked fields.  Shell bursting in front I am 
hurrying away. Got to Batt.  Pulling gun out of pit. Difficult job. 
Shell burst along …….. near - 1 killed and wounded and 2 horses 
killed.”

	“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

On 8th November, 1917, a German shell killed Frederick William Bullough whilst he was 
sleeping.  He was 32 years old. 
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Major John Henry Ivens MC RGA sent the letter below to Frederick’s Wife Ada on 2nd 
August, 1919.  Major Ivens was Frederick’s commanding Office in the 152nd Siege 
Battalion. 

In it he describes the circumstances of Frederick William’s death and that of his Batman, 
(“servant”) Frank William Fisher who died at the same time. 

Major j. H. Ivens. M. C. 
“Benares” 

Bath Road 
Fareham 

Hants 
2nd Aug. 1919 

Dear Mrs. Bullough 
I am now able to relate how your husband met his death, I 

regret the delay but it was unavoidable.  I must ask you to fill in the dates, as I 
regret I cannot remember 

It was during the 3rd battle of YPRES, the guns (8 inch 
Howitzers) of the 152 Siege Battery Royal Garrison Artillery – were being moved 
forward to a new position between PILKEM and IRON CROSS x ( these places are 
situated – West of the BELGIUM village of LLANGEMARCK and North of 
BOESINGHE.) in preparation for a final attack on PASSCHENDAELE.  The old 
position being vacated was ROSE CROSS ROADS where the old YPRES STADEN 
railway crosses the roadway – and near to the cemetery where Lieut. Bullough is at 
present buried next grave to his servant. Adjacent to ARTILLERY WOOD. 

The forward position was not a desirable position by any means, 
but one – which I had been ordered to occupy -  Lieut Bullough was the subaltern 
on battery duty for 24 hours.  The battery was very short of Officers at the time – 
which prevented me from detailing two Officers, which is usual, the whole of the 
day I was present at the battery and I was informed on the telephone, (from the 
near billets, at GOUVY FARM BOESINGHE) that the Brigade Commander of the 3rd 
Bde Heavy Artillery (the Bde to which the battery belonged) wished to see me 
personally.  I had intended to stay the night with Bullough, but when he heard this, 
he prevailed on me to not return, on account of the distance to Bde H.Q. and also 
that no firing was taking place that night – he suggested that he should occupy the 
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B.C. post which was near Rose Cross Roads – with his servant.  I had no objection,
and this is exactly what I intended to do – had I stayed with him. The splinter proof
was quite comfortable just S.E. of Rose Cross Roads – and B.C. post was manned
by two telephonists and one B.Cs. assistant.  Bullough was quite cheerful when I
left him. And everything was very quiet.  I arranged to speak to him again near the
billets on the phone after I returned from H.Q.  this I did about 8 pm, he was
having dinner and said he was quite alright.  After dinner we put the telephone receiver
near the gramophone and he asked for some particular piece (I forget which to be
played) this was a private line.  Each of the Officers before they retired wished him
goodnight with the usual chaff and banter.  About 11.30 pm I again spoke to him also
to the O. P. Officer – they reported all Quiet and all correct.  I then retired to my
splinter-proof where I was still in communication having a telephone near my head.
I was awakened about 3am by the telephone instantly it buzzed and the telephonist
said we have been shelled for some time by High velocity -77mm gun and after it had
finished we looked out and found a shell had hit the Officers Splinter-proof. We
cannot see Ltn Bullough but his servant is outside dead.  I told them to clear away
the debris and look for the Officer at the time.  I called on Lietn Coates to go to
the battery position at once and I would follow.  When he arrived they found Ltn

Bullough underneath the debris resting on his camp cot with his head supported by
his hand and elbow which proved he was not asleep at the time, but had been
disturbed by the shelling – his death must have been instantaneous needless to relate
everyone was very much shocked as he was very popular with all ranks.  He often
spoke about his wife and child.  As many as possible attended his funeral and we
were subjected to hostile shelling during the ceremony.  I felt his loss as a brother
Officer very keenly.  He was a good and keen Officer

Yours Very Sincerely 
J H Ivens Major M.C. 

IRON CROSS X A terrible place – famous in the YPRES salient – always 
under hostile fire – paid a terrible death toll. 
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In his pocket when he died Frederick had a photograph of his beloved Great Dane Mac: 

British Army WW1 Medals 

Frederick William was awarded the British War and Victory Medals. Notification of this 
was sent to his widow who by this time was, living with her son Eric, in Calgary, Canada. 

Sadly these were stolen! 
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POST	MORTEM	

Frederick and Frank Fisher 
his Batman were buried 
side by side in Artillery 
Wood Cemetery Boezinge, 
Belgium.  

After a request made by 
Ada, Major Ivens sent her 
the following photograph of 
Frederick’s grave provided 
by the Director of Graves. 

In addition he sent the following sketch of the grave drawn by Gunner Geo. A Rose also 
of the 152nd Siege Battalion.  
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Artillery Wood Cemetery 

Frederick’s Grave (Grave Reference 1. E. 16.) 

At the bottom of the grave the inscription reads: 

“More than conquerors who stands 
if England falls – dies – then England 

lives.” 
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© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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Boezinge is north of the 
town of Leper on the N369 
road in the direction of 
Diksmuide.  

Artillery Wood Cemetery is 
located in the Poezelstraat, 
east of the village.  

It is just north of the wood. 
It began as a front line 
cemetery and remained a 
front line cemetery until 
March 1918. 

At the time of the Armistice 
there were just 141 graves. 
However it was enlarged 
later as burials were 
moved there from smaller 
cemeteries in the area. 

Westhoughton War Memorial (Market Street, Westhoughton) 

Frederick and other men from Westhoughton who gave their lives in the 
service of their country are remembered here. 
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On 25th November 1917 the War Office received a form from the Field Service, Royal 
Garrison Artillery (Special Reserve), 152nd Siege Battery, stating that Second Lieutenant 
F. W. Bullough, Officer Commanding, 152 Siege Battery. R.G.A. had died on 8th 
November 1917.  It records that he was killed in Action in the Field, (FRANCE or 
BELGIUM.) 

It also records that it was not known whether or not he had left a will and that enquiries 
were being made. 

This card was sent to Fred’s wife Ada informing her of his death: 

Also a standard letter was sent to her from the Director of Graves Registration, Captain 
(Sd.) Stopford,  at the War Office informing her that Frederick was buried in Artillery 
Wood Cemetery, Boesinghe, North of Ypres and that his grave was marked with a 
durable wooden cross with an inscription bearing full particulars. 

There was a problem with the will which appeared to have gone missing. In an answer 
to War Office on 18th April 1918 Ada’s father wrote: 

I have no record of this Will ever being returned from your Office since 
sent up to you on Jany 31/18.  Kindly look up in your record + your 
reports shall have attention. 

Yours 

For Mrs A. W. Bullough 

AH.G. 
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In response on 22nd April 1918 A. F. Major the Assistant Finace Secretary stated that 
the Will had not been received and he requested information about the precise address 
to which it had been sent and to whom, whether it was sent by registered post and 
whether it was accompanied by a letter. 

On 26th July 1918 the following letter was sent to Mena Bullough, Fred’s sister-in-law: 

Madam, 

I am directed to acquaint you that it has been reprented to this department that 
you are aware of a Will made by the Second Lieutenant F.W. Bullough, Royal Garrison 
Artillery, and I am therefore to request that you will be good enough to furnish a 
statement showing:- 

1. Where you ever saw a Will;
2. If you saw and read the Will, the exact date when and place where you saw and

read it;
3. The exact word, as nearly as possible, and the date (if any) of the Will;
4. Whether it was on a separate sheet or whether it was in an Aray Book.  If in the

latter, a short description of the book should be given;
5. The names and addresses of any persons, other than yourself who saw and read

the Will;
6. The names and addresses of any witnesses who signed the Will.

I am to request that your statement may be signed in the presence of a Magistrate or 
Minister, or other p[erson holding a similar position, and not interested in the matter, 
who should be asked to add his name, address and qualification as witness, and give 
certificate showing that, in his opinion, full credit can be given to your statements in the 
matter. 

On the 18th August 1918 Mena’s reply arrived at the War Office.  In the letter she stated 
that she was present when the Will was made.  That she believed that she saw and 
read it on Sunday Sept. 2nd 1917 and that in the Will Frederick had bequeathed 
everything to his wife Ada.  She also stated that the Will was made on a separate piece 
of notepaper and that the only people present when the Will was signed was her 
mother, since deceased, her father and herself.  Finally she stated that she was certain 
that the second witness to the signing of the Will was one of her parents.  She also 
stated that there was a delay in replying because she had been away from home. 

The letter was countersigned by Thomas Partington J.P. for Lancaster who stated:  “I
hereby Certify that in my opinion all credit can be given to the Statement made 
herein.” 
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Frederick’s father-in-law Councillor Arthur H Greensmith received a similar letter to the 
one sent to Mena and on 30th July 1918 he replied stating that the Will had been made 
at his house and his presence on Sunday 23rd September 1917.  In the letter he went 
on to say that Frederick had made Ada sole executor and that he bequeathed all 
possessions  unreservedly to her.  He went on to say that the Will was on a sheet 
of paper, Fred signed it and that his signature was witnessed by his wife, since 
deceased, and his daughter Mena.

Another form identified Frederick’s nearest relatives as being Ada Walsh Bullough, his 
wife and Eric Greensmith Bullough his son both residing at Hartcliffe, Westhoughton 
and other relatives being Merci C Bullough, his mother and 2 Brothers and 5 sisters.  

This Effects Issue Form acknowledged that a Valid will had been lost and identified Ada 
as beneficiary to the value of £9-10-0. 

In addition the following effects were passed to her: 

Cigarette case (damaged) Silver card case Pipe 
Tobacco pounch  Wrist watch & strap Watch 
Case for cigaretteholder  Pocket knives Match box 
Purse  Flask  Pr Gloves 
Pocket book  Snapshot etc  Box address cards 
Identity disc  Coin. 
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OBITUARY	

Frederick’s name appears on many memorials 
and news of his death appeared in many 
newspapers.  

THANKFUL and not so THANKFUL:  

More recently Gerard Lees 
devotes a couple of pages 
to Frederick in his book 
about how WW1 changed 
three English villages 
forever. 
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Memorial in the Village of Over Kellet: 



© JL 

The Memorial Cross in St Cuthbert’s Church, Over Kellet: 

The inscription on the memorial reads: 

1914-18 
REMEMBER 

WITH FAITH AND THANKSGIVING THE 
TRUE AND FAITHFUL MEN WHO IN THESE 

YEARS OF WAR WENT FORTH FROM 
THIS PLACE FOR  

GOD AND THE RIGHT 
THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO 

RETURNED NOT AGAIN 
WERE HERE INSCRIBED TO BE 
HONOURED FOR EVERMORE 

The men who are remembered on this 
side of the memorial are: 

JOHN ALEXANDER 
GERALD LEE BOOKER 

FRED WILLIAM BULLOUGH ERNEST 
EDWARDS 

THOMAS EDWARDS 
1939 – 45 

WILLIAM HUNTER 
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Memorial in Westhoughton Cemetery 

This memorial in Westhoughton Cemetery is to Frederick’s sister Clara and her family.  
She had married Richard Gregory and they had three children: Richard E, Florence L 
and Fred Bullough Gregory.  Their son Fred Bullough, born in 1913 died at the age of 6 
on 25th March, 1920 and this monument commemorates that.  His uncle, after whom he 
was named, is also named at the base of the monument. 
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THE DEATH PENNY: 

Frederick’s Family received a “Death Penny” as did the families of many more men who 
gave their lives for the people of this country. 
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MEMORIAL SCROLL      In addition they received a memorial scroll: 

I want to thank Audrey Bullough, Frederick’s daughter-in-law for all the help she has 
given to me whilst putting together this biography.  Without her input and her generosity 

these items would have remained hidden and forgotten. 
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Sources and Copyright 

• A big thank you to Mrs. Audrey Bullough for her kindness in providing me with family
photographs, letters, Frederick’s diary, military papers, family certificates, the Death
Penny and so much more not the least of which was a real insight into Frederick’s life
and character through the eyes his son Eric.

• Also thank you to my wife Angela Lord and my colleague Sue Carmichael and her
husband Dave for patiently helping me transcribe Frederick’s diary and the letters
between Frederick and Ada and between Ada and Major John Henry Ivens MC RGA.
Also to Mike Bambury for proof reading this biography

• Thank you to the Head Teacher of Over Kellet Wilson’s Endowed Church of England
Primary School for giving us access to the pages in the school log from the day
Frederick left the school to join the RGA.

Thank You to: 

• The Observation Post Blog for information relating to the
3rd Battle of Ypres and Blackadder Diary

http://www.theobservationpost.com/blog/?p=1406

• A post in the Great War Forum for the photograph of the 152nd Battalion and the map:
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=101508 

• The National Archives for the access to documents, which I have transcribed in this
biography.

• The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission who allow use of their
images for non-profit making
ventures such as this:

• The Elders of the Bethel Chapel, Westhoughton for letting me use
the photographs of the chapel and of Rev R H Lord who performed
the marriage ceremony of Frederick and Ada.

• Manchester Libraries for the access to Frederick’s baptism record
which I have transcribed in this biography.

• Gerard Lees who devotes a couple of pages to Frederick in his book
“THANKFUL and not so THANKFUL” which is about how WW1
changed three English villages forever.

© John Lord 
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“The original archive records and their digital copies 
remain the property of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, but are available for re-use for private and 
non-commercial purposes.” 
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FOREWORD

Frederick William Bullough was born 27th November 1884 in Westhoughton where he 
lived until in 1904 when he started a Teacher Training course at Chester Diocesan 
Training College.  In 1907 he graduated from the College and took up a teaching post.  
In 1911 he became an Assistant School Teacher at Over Kellet Church of England 
School in Lancashire. 

On 12th August 1913 he married Ada Walsh Greensmith in the Bethel Chapel, Park 
Road, Westhoughton. Ada was a spinster who was also an Elementary School Teacher 
and she was also employed at Over Kellet Church of England School. 

On the 5th June 1914 their son Eric Greensmith Bullough was born. 

Frederick became head Teacher at Over Kellet and was there until 22nd May 1916 when he left to fight in 
WW1.  The school log for that day reads:  

“School clocks put forward one hour from this morning (daylight saving)! 
Am leaving school this morning to join the colours at Gosport “ 

Frederick joined The Royal Garrison Artillery and became a Second 
Lieutenant in the 152nd Siege Battalion.   This document contains the 
transcripts of the pages of a diary kept by Frederick whilst in the trenches 
between 26th September 1917 and 7th November 1917, the day he 
tragically lost his life.   There are also transcripts of letters written by 
Frederick, Ada, Eric and Major Ivens of the 152nd Battalion between 
September 1917 and August 1919.  They include details of the death of 
Frank Fisher who died next to Frederick and is buried next to him.  

I would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Audrey Bullough, Eric’s 
wife and Frederick’s Daughter-in-Law who provided me with these 
documents and who has given permission for us to use them. 

The documents have been transcribed myself and my wife Angela and my colleague Sue Carmichael and her 
husband Dave.  We have made every effort to transcribe the documents accurately but cannot guarantee that 
we have done so. There are a few words/phrases, which we cannot transcribe.  These are represented by ….. 
and hopefully do not detract from the sentiment of what was written.  Some place names have been entered 
as spelled even if that is not the accepted spelling.  I have also paragraphed letters for easy of reading.In 
addition some of the letters are headed with the day of the week but no date and so these have been inserted 
where we feel likely they fit chronologically.  However we cannot guarantee they are correctly positioned.   
Also Frederick himself said: 

“Life goes on just the same really one forgets what day it is.” 

We believe that in September he did mix up the days in his diary and also a letter which was dated 26/10 I 
believe should have been 26/9 since the content of the letter fits with the voyage from Folkestone. 

© John Lord 
Chester College Alumni 1967-70 
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Tuesday 25th September 1917 

R. A. MESS, 
COODEN CAMP, 

BEXHILL. 
Tuesday 

1 pm 
Dear Folks 

Just arrived here.  Hear we are going from Folkestone + thence to Boulogne 
– Only 2 hrs sail instead of 8 the other way. After something to eat we are going back
to London + staying the night there.  The chaps all seem well + hearty.

Fondest love to you all + little Eric 
Fred 

Wednesday 26th September 1917 

E. F. C.
OFFICERS REST HOUSE    

AND MESS

26th/10 
Dear Folks, 

Am quite well and hearty.  Arrived here about 4 o’clock after uneventful 
voyage.  Have just had dinner. Trust all are well at home.  How is Frank?  Leaving here 
tonight to go further along so nothing definite as yet. Shall try to write you again 
tomorrow. 

Love to all 
Fred 
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Inside the Diary Front Cover 
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Fred’s Pay Scales 

Missing per month £0  10s  0d 

Pay 8/6 a day =  30 days £12  15s  0d 
31 days £13  3s  6d 

Field Allowance 2/6 a day =  30 days £3  15s  0d 
31 days £3  17s  6d 

Aim. Pay 11- per day =  30 days £1  10s  0d 
31 days £1  11s  6d 

Field + lodgings 2/3 a day =  30 days £3  7s  6d 
31 days £3  9s  9d 

Light (Winter) 1d per day =  30 days 2s  6d 
31 days 2s  7d 
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Sunday 7th October 1917 – DIARY STARTED 

Dug Out        Canal?        Sunday 
Oct 7th 3.25 pm 

Raining very heavily + very cold wind blowing.  Have had lunch some 2 hours 
ago, having returned from Batt. Position - lunch-- a few beans, stewed beef 
+ bread + cheese + water.  Now sitting around store + wondering what it
is all for.  Think I will write a few points on my experience so far.

Wednesday 26th September 1917 

Set sail from Folkestone on Wednesday Sept 27th about 3 pm.  Three large 
boats sailed + were escorted by 3 destroyers.  All packed + each man had 
on a lifebelt. Nice afternoon + after 1 ¼ hr sail could still see dear old 
England. Felt quite safe with the escort.  One or two only were sick but 
not myself.  After some 2hrs sighted Boulogne - the Cathedral being 
especially clear.  After some delay disembarked at 5.30.  Saw the R.O.S. + 
was posted to Poperinge.  Had dinner at Officer’s Club near station and had 
a look around the town.  Not much to be seen + all in darkness.  Fed up 
so returned to Club.  Got my kit away. 

I got on the train about 1 1 .40 on the Wednesday – 4 of us leaving, Ousely, 
myself, another. Made the best of it. Pulled off boots leggings and darkened 
the windows and cuddled up.  ………. a  short time train set off.   …  

Thursday 27th September 1917 

……  about 1 or 2 am on the 28th.  Awakened thoroughly about 7am.  I 
arrived at Poperinge about 8 o’clock. Had difficulty finding place for 
breakfast but at last found officers Club(?) near station. Had a wash 
shave and then breakfast – bacon and egg with coffee.  Nothing known of 
us and … looked around Pop.  Saw what the Huns had done to the houses 
and public buildings. Sad sight. The churches also were pretty well 
battered.  Plenty of traffic + movement.  Returned for lunch and smoked 
away the afternoon.  Nothing yet known of us so looked for a bed. – 1 
frame.  Had a good dinner and went to bed about 9.30.   
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Friday 28th September 1917 

Air raid but too sleepy to know of it.  Got up about 7.  I heard the …. 
going on.  Had breakfast at about 1.0 ….. Friday a …….. wagon came for us to 
take us to the Corps H.Q. Arrived there about noon. 
I was posted to The 152 S.B.   Wagon took us on to Corps H.Q’s.  Another 
took us along to the Battery arriving about 2 o’clock.   It’s on Friday the 
29th Sept. Had my dinner and hung about and for the first time heard the 
guns and saw shells bursting in the distance.  

Saturday 29th September 1917 

Saturday the 30th.  Went up to Batt. with Captain Hooper. Williamson went 
OP with Coates. Through village of Boesinghe and trench to right + across 
trench with path to canal – Yes Ypres’s canal.    Command to dug out in 
canal made of cement etc. Went on across shell pocked fields.  Shell 
bursting in front I am hurrying away. Got to Batt.  Pulling gun out of pit. 
Difficult job. Shell burst along …….. near - 1 killed and wounded and 2 
horses killed. Kept behind trench till Captain said  “Rather ……………… 
……………………….. 
Tried to get mask on but found it a difficult job + was breathing out of it 
wrongly. Captain asked for volunteers but candidly I couldn’t muster up 
courage as I had got wind up. Jeys? and several fetch wounded men out. 
Other shells dropped round but no damages to us done.  

Sunday 30th September 1917 

Sunday was again up in Batt. Near party of C.P.R. men on line Shell burst 
near. A piece of something mud I think hit me under the tin hat and a piece 
on the foot. Knocked Captain’s hat off. Felt thankful to get out of that 
lot.  Gradually getting used to noise etc.   

Thursday 4th October 1917 

Offensive on Ypres front about Oct. 4th. Thurs.  
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Friday 5th October 1917 

On Friday the 5th fired for 20 minutes beginning about 9.50.  All guns 
opened up.  It was an awe inspiring sight.  Guns ceased? When swish 
dropped a shell behind  No 1 gun.  Cartridges alight.  Crept round dug out 
swish - another lighted another ditch. Crept in dug out.  Coates, men, + 
self.  Several dropped over.  About 10.40 got away to canal + to bed with a 
thankful heart.  

Tuesday 9th October 1917 

Offensive on Oct 9th Tues – 5.20 am 1000 prisoners captured on our front.  
Saw several coming by. Awful sight the wounded.  One lad about 15.   

OCT 9TH 
152 Siege Battn 

B.E.F. 
Dearest Wife + Eric 

Expected a letter tonight but nothing has come. Don’t forget me 
lassie.  Of course I know you have not had my address a long time but it seems such 
a very long time since I saw or heard from you. 
A push came off this morning + I have seen a lot of prisoners.  Poor beggars -  It 
really made me feel sad to see them.  They were a poor dejected looking lot.  We have 
been through some hard times but have managed to come out all right you see.  One 
poor prisoner said that Germany is done for + I think so too.  I only hope she will 
cave in quickly and save a lot of trouble.  When are you going to Carlisle?  I am sending 
you a cheque for £15.  I think it will be acceptable.  Just spend when you want + 
don’t begrudge yourself + Eric.  Anything  Get some pleasure out of life while young 
lassie.  When I get back we will have a good time + no mistake.  The ground was 
wretched on Sunday but has cleared up today + is much drier.  Fancy spending Sunday 
walking over shell holes + in pouring rain.  Now give my respects to all friends + tell 
them to keep their peckers up.  Kiss laddie for me + accept some yourself. 

With fondest love to both of you Yours always Fred. 
    Cheerio ; lass.  I shall come back all right 

May God bless you both 
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Thursday 11th October 1917 

2nd Off. on our front Thurs. Captured another 1000 not heard def. about 
prisoners but saw none.  

PAGE 5 Friday 12th October 

Friday the 12th day off. 

Saturday 13th October 1917 

Sat 13th in Batt.  Saw several dead carried by.  Gunners of action.  Raining 
heavily.  In dug out with Coates in middle of field.  Had for dinner 2 eggs 
on toast, rice pudding raisins, with milk + peach jam + biscuits + a cup of 
tea.  Not bad.  Still raining + ground all muddy.  Boots + clothing covered.   
H.V.gun fired in the aft. several rounds.  Several dropped pretty near.  I
was covered in mud from one.  Am writing this by candlelight before a little
stove with wood fire.  Tomorrow will be Sunday the 14th Oct.  Will finish
for tonight smoke a cigarette. My thoughts are with the loved ones at
home whom I know are longing for me. May God bless and comfort them.

Sunday 14th October 1917 

Leavin H.  ….  We preceeded over our … trench along the road in a S.W 
direction to I 4  0.2 km within 500 of German lines. Along the road to 
cutting + on right I 3b 72.  From here a  …. under good cover a fair field 
of view is obtained.  80 from 28 d 05 to 28 C 42.   From here over to I 3 d 
9.8 to B. P + thence to I 4 C 12.  Old House no view.  Tree no view!  
Hence to I 10 a 3.85  From here along road to House for time  I 10 a 35.35  
Road 3600 Mag - W  3580. 
Brick Cottages 30 
… Brick works 3 mag 
Port 70 301 mag

4 C 10 C 22 02 
3 C10 23 04 
2 C10 32 06 
1  C10 37 09 
Al….  Point 
Road  ……   2nd Class metalled 
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Road to Battery 

The battery position is I 10 C 32 
Position of Guns No 1 

No 2 
No 3 
No 4 

The road to Battery is a 2nd class metalled road in good condition + 6 yards 
wide. Along the route from Christ church then av.. many   

Sunday 13th Oct Got up about 9.5 am. Rather cold + air damp.   Breakfast 
of porridge, bacon and bread fried in the fat. Went off to the Batt. Heavy 
about till 3pm I returned to billets washed and had tea. I saw a balloon 
set on fire by plane. The balloonists jumped out and came down in 
parachutes.   

Monday 15th October 1917 

Monday Oct 15th 
 B. E. F   

Dearest Wife and Eric 
I don’t know whether you know my whereabouts or not but you 

might let me know.  Have you got all my letters. I sent them on to our house at 
Westn.  In one I sent a cheque for £15 + intend to send you about 30/- per week. 
Ofcourse it usually doesn’t matter how much I send for it all goes to my account.  I 
have not expenses except for mess +this will only be about £1 per week. Anyhow if 
30/- is not sufficient + your own let me know and I will forward more.  We usually 
have nothing to spend on here & we are miles away from civilisation 7 I may add keeping 
straight is not of great difficulty 

Now lassie don’t trouble about work.  Take things very easily & let me see you both 
looking fine when this job is over.  Get plenty of good food & fresh air & don’t worry.  
All is in Gods hands we can’t alter anything. 

Got my glasses £8.10s. Cheaper than in England. 
Send me Browning Life & Recollections. 
& Little blue book on Astronomy. )Please
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I am having a day off today & may say I get a good many days off & cant grumble.  I 
went up to the Battery on Saturday about noon & returned on Sunday about 4pm.  I 
shall be going up again tomorrow about 10 or 11am.  I shall most likely return about … 
on Wednesday & go on again about Friday.  Yes we have been in the q…. although the 
weather has been so bad that results did not come upto expectation.  Really on a fine 
day the ground is all right.  As much as anything it resembles a honeycomb  & you walk 
along the rims.  After rain the powdered earth & water make a sort of soft  sand & it 
takes one a ones time to walk along.  I am on 811 guns & they can spit things out.  I am 
not ……………. Anything.  I have got a ground sheet from the Battery which I can also 
wear as a coat & do use it as such when raining heavily.  The Captain says I shall get 
leather waistcoat from the Batt. As soon as the weather is cold enough so don’t need 
to buy one.  I shall also get a pair of army boots for the worst weather & we shall 
get gum boots issued to us later on.  As for food we do very well & there is no cause 
to grouse at all. I saw one of our sausage balloons come down yesterday in a blaze.  

The  ……  came down in parachutes – must have been a German plane.  I was talking to 
an old Canadian the other day.  He said he was talking to a Yankee near here.  “Wait till 
the Yanks get over” he said  “they soon will clear the Huns out.”  You can have the job 
willingly said the Canadian.  Suddenly a 5.9 shell dropped some 100 yards away & off 
went the Yank leaving the Canadian standing alone.  All the same lass they will make a big 
difference when they do get over & in action.  How long will it last?  Well I have given 
over prophesying but next spring should see things move that is if the Huns stay till 
then.  Well luck up & Cheerio! Don’t grouse & keep smiling.  The infantry pass quickly 
along the lines & they - & who else should – don’t grouse.  You would see about 
another push having come off.   I … the night before but naturally couldn’t mention it.  
The papers also inform you even before any letter would arrive there.  Yes keep smiling & 
all will soon be well.  It is hard to be posted for a time but we will be happy and 
comfortable again when it is all over. 
Kisses & love that never dieth to self & little one 

Yours always & forever.  Have kept & will keep straight to the end 
Fred xxxxxx 

K –Kellet 
LEC – Lancashire Education Council 
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Monday 
Oct 15th 
B. E. F 

Dear Wife + Eric 
Had just written to you and sealed it up when I received yours 

of the 8th inst.  No I am not wanting for anything.  You might later on get me a pair of 
good fur lined gloves those like mittens in style.  These will do later.  Kindly send me 
Life + recollections of Browning and Elementary Astronomy.  (A little Blue Book)  As 
for money I am alright.  My pay works out at about 14/- per day ie £4  18s per week and 
+ runs into nearly £260per year.  I have only to pay out my mess Bill something like £1
per week + servants tips.  As for tobacco we get a ration of it + also I had some
with me.  No I am wanting for nothing except you E. & peace is far to much to expect.
As for Eric well I cant think of anything.  I must have been in bed at the time.  Yes.
Have been in 3 scraps – one later or two than your letter refers to.  Should the
weather keep fine I expect we shall go on again before long.  Of Course I know nothing
but it’s only my surmise.
Could you send me the regulations about pay now under L. E. C. and how has mine gone
up to £175- ? Have they all be increased by £30 ?  If you give up at K never mind we
shall manage nicely + tis only for a time.  Have they decided to give soldiers full pay
while on service in France.  I don’t quite understand your letter.  Just explain things
will you?
Respects to Mrs H + friends 
Au revoir + Cheerio 

Yours always 
Xxxxxx Fred 

Get rid of your colds quickly 

Tuesday 16th October 1917 

Tuesday batt as usual. 
Tuesday 
Oct 16th 

6pm. 
B.E.F 

Has been cold here too.  Pleased you are 
satisfied with your clothes.   
You must look well after yourself & 
don’t trouble about me. 

If you cant spend the money bank it 
twill do for when I am old +grey. 
I’m afraid we shall spend a good bit when 
Peace comes eh?  2 months + Blackpool + 
Wading for Eric.  Bless him + you. 
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Dearest Ada + Eric 
Have not been up to the battery today so will jot down a few more lines.  I 

believe I told you I sent your dad to Hartcliffe a cheque for £15 for you.  I made it 
payable to him.  So you wont be short + so miserable I forward another cheque for 
£10 for you.  I would have made it payable to Mrs H + so have been handier for you 
but forget her Christian name – Peggie is it? Am keeping all right + am not wanting for 
anything except as I said before you two and Peace with a capital P.     Still things 
have moved since I came out here + I can see a difference.  The artillery have gone 
forward so that means something doesn’t it?  I only refer to the sector at this front.  
Am still billeted at the same place.  Do you ever get scared with planes I hope not.  We 
get plenty here + also night raids as we give them but one grows accustomed to these 
things. See that you have a good time at Carnforth + get out a bit + enjoy yourself as 
much as you possibly can.  I should be quite content if I thought you were keeping 
up your spirits.   Keep on smiling – I know it is harder for you folks at home than it is 
for us here but Cheerio.  Time goes rapidly.  Fancy being half way through October.  
There will be a tale to tell when America gets her weight into the scale.  And it is 
coming + very soon too.  Did you see how many planes are being made there?  I 
wouldn’t mind spending a few weeks on leave with you now – just to cheer you up a 
bit.  Not like the old tale Johnson used to tell.  With fondest + never ending love to 
you both.  Yours always 

Fred  Don’t forget the books + gloves  Roll on Civil life 

Wednesday 17th October 1917 

Wed. to O.P. Saw Forest, Langemark, Poelkapelle etc. Pretty good views.  
Ground very wet. Came back along the wire. Tried to mend. Arrived at Batt.  
Coates returned to Billets. Went myself about 5 or 6.   

Wednes 
Dearest Wife F Atkinson—Milne’s Park 

A chaplain’s at Ambleside from this Batt. + is on leave. As he 
passes through Carnforth I asked him to send this. 
I am at Boesinghe. You will see it was a difficult job for me. 
Other letters are on the way, so won’t write any. 

Yours always 
Fred  xxxxxx 

The place is 3 or 4 miles on the left of Ypres. 
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Thursday 18th October 1917 
Thursday off. 

Friday 19th October 1917 

Friday Batt. 

B.E.F. 
Friday 

Dearest Wife + Eric, 
Yes, you would find it difficult to make out but really I could not manage it after a 
great deal of thought. In the second I stated, two, six, eleven etc but could not finish. 
Yes. We fired a good bit for the one last week + gave them Hell with a capital H. It 
was really a weird experience--- guns going off + lighting up the night. 
We have had another push this week as you saw in the papers. 
I am looking after myself + keeping free from cold. Don’t trouble about school. I 
shall let you have 35/- per week no matter what you might get from Lancaster, 
Preston. I am not overworked in any way + am getting along nicely. I shall write you a 
long letter tomorrow. It will have to be on small paper but that does not matter.  

Far better off than a gunner or a sight? In fact I should not like to be either.  I am 
not wanting for anything but still before long send some money for a waistcoat or I 
may get one from Ordnance. You don’t need to worry about me. I am all right. I sent to 
your house a cheque for £15 for you.  The weather has broken down again + really the 
mud is awful. If you see a copy of Bairnsfather’s pictures just look at the one of 
the farmhouse. Leave the dead cows out + rest is like mine. 

Well! Lassie + laddie, Cheerio! How is Clara B getting along. 
Just enjoy yourselves + keep up for my sake. 
With fondest love to yourself + the laddie. 

Yours always 
Fred    xxxx 

Am keeping straight. Have no 
chance whatever of going on. God 
bless both of you.      
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Saturday 20th October 1917 

Sat off. 

Sunday 21st October 1917 

Went to batt on Sunday with Captain Hooper Firing all day. Zero hour 
appointed Hooper working out corrections till 1 1 .20pm, Crawled into bed 
towards 12 in dug out near 194 – old position 6 men in. Awakened 4.20 am  

Monday 22nd October 1917 

Monday 22nd Oct. Cup of tea and got to guns for stint.  Raining and a dreary 
cold morning.  Commenced firing at 5.35 am Blazed away till 7.55 am 
Stopped for breakfast. Returned to billets. Raining all morning. Not much 
news during day and a feeling of it not being a success.   

I’ll give him piggy’s when Monday 6pm 
I get back Oct. 22nd 
      Cheerio B.E.F. 

Dearest Wife + Eric 
received yours yesterday evening while up in the battery & was very 

pleased indeed to see that you were feeling a lot better & that Eric was also gaining.  
Believe me one feels much more satisfied when those at home are keeping well & in good 
spirits. 
Am pleased that you have received my cheque & also my second one. 
Never mind lass about having broken up at Newlyn. When I get back I shan’t care a d---
--m, not if I have to live in a dug out or in a ditch. I had a trying day yesterday Sunday 
+ this morning first have had a bath + brush up + am all right + refreshed. Fancy
spending Sunday on a battlefield with guns hurling all around you!  I was thinking of
you about 6 o’clock + imagining you going up to Kellet.  There was a lovely sunset here
+ I suppose you had one also. Naturally I can’t say much of what has been happening
again, but you would see from the papers on Tuesday.
Cheerio lassie + keep up heart.
Time passes nicely along + when the Yanks begin I really think things will turn. I hope
you enjoyed your Sale of Work + Eric also.  How is Mena liking up there?
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Just get about a bit + spend some of that “brass” I sent + enjoy things generally.  I 
don’t want any of Freeman’s kit so don’t trouble.  As for self I am all right.  I have 
got a pair of the ordinary army boots + I am wearing them for rough weather.  I have 
also ordered a pair of gum boots----rubber-----12/3--very cheap you see.  No don’t 
trouble about newspapers etc. We get the Times here--- of   course it’s a day later - 
but some of the war news in there is very accurate. 
Am pleased Eric has got a lot of toffee;  ‘Twill suit him as much as his letter did me.  
Let him write again  I have written to Mother + also heard from her. The outing to 
Carlisle will do you good + you must put up with any little whims etc of -----------
--.  If he is not satisfied why does he not join up?  He would very soon be satisfied 
then with an over plus.  Am still in the same position I arrived at.  I was in the O.P. 
last Tuesday + I had a good view of the forest + the ridges etc.  I think today has 
altered things.  Wait + see.  We have a Major here now ---he came on Saturday + 
seems very decent + has “some push” with him.  I heard yesterday but have not seen it 
in the papers yet that 5 Zepps was brought down.  Good work + more power to the 
aims of those who did it.  Well; roll on the War + come quickly Civil life. 
I think all are getting pretty well fed up. 

xxxxxx   
I see the air raids continue. We often see them + of course they bring their bombs 
etc. The lads out here don’t trouble much about them.  In fact some 3 or 4 days ago, 
as the planes were humming overhead and very high + naturally looking for some nice 
spot on which to drop their bombs----- I heard a lad shout out  “Eh!!! Did he divide 
that jam fairly”  Why can’t the people at home take it in that spirit? 
Now lassie once again;  I am all right + keeping free from colds etc. I wish for 
nothing--- except of course things coming to an end + quickly--- I shall get a 
waistcoat of some description out here + also some field boots--- cheaply I expect: 
so don’t worry. Kiss the laddie for me + may God above bless + keep you both safe + 
free from damage as he has kept me till now. 
Write as often as possible + believe me. 

Always yours + Eric 

Tuesday 23rd October 1917 

Batt – Tuesday morning and another cold miserable day.  

Rds - Rounds 
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Wednesday 24rd October 1917 

Returned to Billets Wed. about 10 pm, Battery again 

Thursday 25th October 1917 

Thursday the 25th. Arrived almost 9 o’clock.  100 Rds fired.  No 1 pulled 
out.  Williamson here.  Terrible about the No 2 Zero and 3 shoots. 
Synchronised watch at 1. 14 pm. Waiting for particular gun coming up. Now 
8.20 pm + moonlight. Ground much drier.  Went up to Batt. at 8.20 pm.  
Dry out of Archis pulled down.  Yanks along railway lines.  Planes up. 
Bombs dropped near No 4. Saw bits flying   Roadway made to get No 2 into 
No 1 position. Planes still over. Returned to dry out almost 1 1 . Lay down on 
bed – Boots off only McWhirtex there. Asleep 

Friday 26th October 1917 

Wakened by telephonist and Major Ivens at B.C. post  Appendix A and 
disastrous.  Went with Major and Williamson to Batt.  No 2 gun pulled out 
and after hard work got into No 1 position.   Difficulty about socket.  
Finished at 4 am on Friday morning.  Went to dug out and fell asleep.  
Wakened at 5 am.  Cup of tea – no sugar.  Got particulars and went to 
Batt.   Zero was 5.40 am.  Gun fired off promptly at that time.  Raining 
dismally and say this would spoil infantry attack.  Kept there till 6.50.  
Went for breakfast. Bacon and egg.  Left at 7.50 for Batt.    Still raining. 
H.V. playing about still firing.   Left for dug out at 9.25.  Got flintlets and
returned to Billets at about 10.30.  Breakfast at 1 1 .  Lay down and slept. Till
1 .40 pm. Had lunch + lay down till 7.45 pm. Had dinner and returned to bed.

Saturday 27th October 1917 

Got up Sat the 27th at 7.30.  Had breakfast and came up to the Batt.  
Almost 9 am.  Airplane shot 100 Rds.  H.V. shelling along the line.  Major 
came into dug out.  Day gradually passed.  Supper in dug out.  Potatoes 
burned but still all right.  Received welcome letter from Ada --- Pleased to 
see she was well + Eric £10 mentioned.  All damp. Just getting into bed.  
Bomb dropped outside.  Heard it swish but a dud -  thank you.  Now 
soaked - Better for ducks.  A letter ……. this morning.  



© JL 

Sunday 28th October 1917 

Sunday 28th.  Returned to Billets.  Sunday off + 

Monday 29th October 1917 

Monday.  Came to Batt.  

Postcard Addressed to 2nd Lieut Bullough,  152 Seige 
Battery, B. E. F.   France 

Dear Daddy   
I am having a good time but would like you to be 
here . Love and kisses from Eric.  
X +  +  x  +

Monday 
Oct. 29th/17 

B.E.F. 
Dearest Wife + Eric, 

Am in the same place + feeling well + hearty. 
I see that you know where I am at last. Did the chap (chaplain) call? 
Our guns were perhaps 2 miles away from where we sleep + after being at work this 
place is very restful. 
Am lying in bed writing this. Came off the guns on Sunday morning + shall be on duty 
again on Tuesday morning. Perhaps my letters have been scarce to you this last week. 
Well we had a busy week. As you will have seen we struck again on Friday morning---- 

Yes it was a hard time. Went to the battery on Thursday morning and fired practically all 
day + the guns had to be moved to slightly fresh position. After working all night 
Thursday until 4am Friday morning I went to bed at 4.30am + at 5.15am was again on the 
guns for the push. 
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It is pretty hard at these times + really one gets quite tired. I got back to the guns to 
here about 11 o’clock Friday morning--- had a little breakfast + went to bed. Got up and 
had lunch at 1.45 + went to bed again woke at 7.30 for dinner. Off again on Saturday 
morning + arrived there about 9 o’clock. 

There all Sat. + as usual the planes came over at night. They dropped a bomb within 10 
yards of our dug out. We heard it swish down through the air but it was a “dud” it did 
not go off. We get bombed every fine night so perhaps it is better for us if it rains. 
Of course our men go there + bomb them, but as against this I am coming very 
quickly to Billy’s way of looking at this particular hunch--- in fact I formed my 
opinion after a week here. I found the hole in the morning but really we don’t worry 
about bombs. 
It’s shells we want to avoid. Bombing does not affect us. While on way moving the 
guns on the Thursday night---Friday morning have Dropped one within 30 yards away. 
But one very quickly gets used to these things. You will see I was glad to get to 
billets Sunday morning + have Sunday noon in bed. 
Well I expect there’s more work of us this week so a little bed does us no harm. 
Am pleased you are getting plumper + quite strong again. You see what one can do when 
worrying ceases. Am sure Eric is better for it also. Now get plenty of milk, eggs etc---
never mind the price. I don’t send money mind to open banking accounts at Dyke’s place-
-- it’s for grub + pleasure + plenty of it. You have had enough of the other--- so try 
a little change. 
Get out with M + E to Lancaster, Morecambe + Silverdale etc. get to Kirby Lonsdale 
also + see the surrounding country before the bad weather sets in. It is a little frosty 
with us. In fact at 7am on Sunday there was ice near the guns. 
These autumn days will do you a lot of good + help you well on to recovery. Must 
catch post or you will be worrying. 

Cheerio Love + Kisses 
Keep your pecker up and roll on C. L. (Civilian Life) 
Fondest love to you both   Always yours  Fred  xxxxxx 

Tuesday 30th October 1917 

Tues the 30th at Batt. Miserable morning.  Firing as usual. Gunner Dill killed 
by H.V.  Got to mess about 12.  Broke off …..  at 12.30.  Afternoon passes. 
BC post built up and strengthened a bit.  Still raining  + everything damp.  
Had supper at 7.45 + went to bed.   
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Wednesday 31th October 1917 

Wed the 31st. Went to battery about 9am.  Commenced shoot. Williamson 
came up.  Just going away from Cemetery. A shell dropped in front. 
Returned to Billets about 10.30.  Wed afternoon off.  Evening numerous 
planes over + plenty of bombing, 2 men killed in field near + 2 wounded. 5 
waggons burnt. 

Wednesday 6pm 
Dearest Wife and Eric, 

Have been expecting a letter but there has been no mail for two days.  I was very 
pleased to hear that you were getting along very nicely + feeling + looking much better 
+ also that little Eric is coming on but he will have to make plenty of way before he
comes up to his dad--- perhaps. I ought to add for laziness.  Well dearest perhaps my
former being comfortable etc was best--- far better than gadding off at any rate +
leaving both of you at home.   You would see that the army on our front had attacked
again but really the mud is so terrible that the infantry are practically useless in it.
Gradually the war has developed into an artillery one.   Fritz I hear from others, has
far more guns than he used to have. I expect he has got a lot from the Russian front.
He is thus able to make a better fight of it but even now our artillery is much more
powerful than his.

When he sends one shell over I should we send ten.  Yes; give the gunners their due. 
They work tremendously hard + have a far worse time than the infantry + their share 
of the glory etc is very little in the eyes of the general public.  I am keeping well + fit 
+ am not grousing about the life.  It is a hard one + one often thinks of how the
chaps at home would behave under the conditions.   I often think of how they argue or
try to do so, round a fire + how they would do things. A day out here + all their views
would be changed completely. A dog’s life they be
Lead here + still they keep up their spirits + face it all bravely + without a grudge.
Yes the weather conditions are bad.   As I described it once before it is like a piece of
honeycomb with each cell filled with water + one has to walk round the ridges.  Even
then the ridges are all mud + being up to the boot tops is nothing.  On the main roads
it is often 3 inches deep with mud resembling porridge in density.  And still the traffic
+ infantry pass continually along. Often wet through with lying in the shell holes under
a barrage + still they trudge along cheerfully.  Really one cannot help but admire the
men. This war must have brought out hidden qualities in their characters + those who
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come through, I have no doubt will be sturdier + better men.  Better in the sense of 
being more God fearing.  

Cheerful under difficulties + more contented with their little dug outs at home. How 
is the war going on you will be wondering?  Well. I think from I can gather that we 
have just about got the measure of him.  Of course this front where I am is far 
worse than what the Somme was--- so several officers tell me- + I think we can 
beat him here.  If the Americans could throw in their lot here-- + I expect they will 
have some big guns etc then things should get along quickly.  It may be Spring 1918 when 
this is all ready but the blow will undoubtedly come + he will go. Political + economic 
events + etc should bring things to a better face by Xmas.  Of course when the war is 
over it will take at least two years to clear this country from our stuff. 

Of course men like myself will get away well under that time. How are things moving 
with you? Still keeping up heart lassie eh?  Don’t worry or fret. Although I am away 
from you in body I am still with you. I am always thinking of you + the laddie + as I 
have often told you I can picture you in my mind + see you, just as well as if you 
were with me in body.  I know you have not this power but you will develop it in time. 
Yes, on Sunday we were blazing away at the Boche but you were with me.  I was 
wondering as I stood by the guns about 6pm what you were doing--- whether you 
would be going up to Kellet or having a walk somewhere with Mena + Eric-- It is nice 
to be with you like this + you are always with me. I only wish things would come to a 
head quickly + I could come home to you.  Imagine a little garden somewhere + plenty 
of flowers--- you there + Eric then I am perfectly satisfied.  Well I must close up 
now or you will be getting tired of reading this stuff. I trust you will look after 
yourself + show folks how cheerful you can be.  Don’t worry I shall come through 
all right + shall be a better chap also for my little experience--- Yes better in every way 
+ more considerate to everyone.
With fondest to you, Eric + all friends + enemies.
Yours always Fred

Thursday 1st November 1917 

Thursday off.   Damp day and nothing doing.   

Have been practically 
T.T. since coming out 
+ have not got spoken to
a maiden.
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Nov 1st 1917 
Thursday 

BEF 
Dear Wife + Eric 

Am still in the same place and am quite well + hearty.  Received your 
letter dated Sunday this afternoon + am pleased to see that you are keeping well + 
getting much better along with little Eric.  Nothing unusual has occurred since I last 
wrote.  Life goes on just the same really one forgets what day it is.  There is no 
Saturday off nor Sunday going to a meeting.  I usually would like to go to Church just 
for a bit of quietness + away from guns etc but alas!  There is no church about 
here.  You will be suprized when I say I have not seen a female from about Sept 28th 
up to now.  You see we are quite away from civilisation only shell holes, brick rubble + 
noise of guns 

Yes things look pretty dark at present but there is a silver lining somewhere.  Of course 
the Italian business looks black but help for them will soon be forthcoming + stop 
that rot.  The decisive front after all is this + that is where she cat push us an inch. 
Instead she is steadily going back + am not surprized considering the weight that is 
constantly applied against her.  Anyhow up to the present I am quite safe + shall 
continue to be so.  We get plenty of shells and bombs from planes but gradually one 
gets used to them + instinctively know when to drop down to avoid splinters +by 
splinters I mean pieces of shell measuring anywhere from 3” by 2 ½ “ upwards. 

Well we shall have to put up with it all until peace is decided on.  I think the 
Americans will make a vast difference with her men, guns + planes.  When she gets 
going I don’t see how the Hun will stop her and us. She is, after all, the only decent 
ally we have. They boast a lot but somehow I think they have the “guts” in them.  Was 
sorry to hear that Eatock was dead.  As for his wife it’s no affair of mine + I don’t 
see it’s any use of others talking. Surely we all have enough to do to look after 
ourselves.  As regards school let it slide + don’t trouble your head.  You will have 
ample to live upon + I want you to get strong again---more value than all riches.  You 
had better get me a coat made like Eric’s for Peace day.  I have got a German rifle in 
very good condition + also 2 fuses from their Minenwerfer shells.  I shall get the 
detonators taken out + some day bring them home as souvenirs.  Have seen from the 
Times that you have been having snow + very rough weather.  We had ice here the other 
morning + today has been very misty and raw. Of course we don’t mind that. It keeps 
the planes away + really we had about 8 hrs. of them last night. Naturally in the dark 
they got all their own way of course ours have their turn also. 
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As regards Gill etc - don’t trouble your head lassie. A day here would break their 
hearts especially in the field Artillery.  I never thought much of them but have seen a 
lot since getting here.  There is no life with the hardships as they live + learn to put 
up with.  The Infantry is a King of a job to theirs.  Yes - my hat off to the R.F.A. 

You ask is my job dangerous.  Well I think they all are out here.  Even the Colour 
Battalions have a lot to put up with but of course when shells begin to fly they clear 
out of the way + I don’t blame them.  Yes my job has a little danger in it + if anyone 
doubts it they can have it on trial for a day.  Of course, as I said before, one has to 
have some danger but one soon gets used to it.  It sounds very nice saying big guns are 
10 miles away (+ I want to see them) + so one won’t be hit.  But the Hun also has 
guns + his number has increased tenfold since Harold was in France.  Yes: I am told by 
chaps that the artillery then, on either side was as nothing when compared to the 
present.  He must have brought a lot from Russia + will do so from Italy.  But he 
can’t throw guns at us + shells have to be made.  We are thankful to the shell makers 
for their vast quantities when he fires one we fire ten or more.  The best part of the 
soldier’s life is bed.  When all firing is done - we crawl into bed in a hole in the ground. 
The place I have been in was at least 8” in water but the bedstead twin netting were at 
least 12” above this + so one does not get wet.  You may assume yourself that the 
officers look after themselves.  I have no hesitation in saying that is far easier + more 
comfortable than any N.C.O.s 0r gunners.  I have 5 blankets as well as my bed so keep 
warm when I get in.  Well I don’t know when things will come to a head.  Next Spring 
most likely + we shall win hands down.  

Cheerio! Lassie. Keep up your spirits as I am doing - we have enough to do for 
ourselves. Spend my money I send you.  Don’t keep it for when I return for I shall 
only want to sit by the fire + smoke quietly all the evenings. 

May God bless you + Eric + keep you safe. 

I will write again on Saturday - get posted on Sunday, a little longer than this. I 
should have liked to have come to Church with you on Sunday.  How well the country 
will be looking now.  Yellow + brown leaves with an abundance of red berries.  The view 
from Kellet Hill also. I imagine I can see it now as I write to you.   

As for leave well I have only just got here. My turn will be about February but the 
time will soon pass when this month is out.  As regards clothing etc don’t worry. I 
can get all I want from Ordnance + will be cheaper. I got 2 more vests + 2 blankets 
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from Battery today + if I want pants I can get them. I have not started using pants 
yet but will do so tomorrow. I have only had on my oldest Tunic yet.  It’s no use 
putting on any better.  I would only get covered in mud.  Shall send you a cheque for 
£10 on Saturday.  Do with it what you want. Let me know how you go on with this 
months pay.  You will be going up to Carlisle very soon.  Yes your dad would have to do 
something at Bert’s.  Cannot help still.  Am pleased Harold is keeping well in Canada + 
getting better.  Will is better in Ireland than here.  He will be getting married soon now.  
I will be best man when it comes off tell Mena. 

You will be getting tired of reading all this stuff so will close.  Keep up your pecker + 
keep smiling. 

With fondest + lasting love 
Yours always 

Fred 
How you would spoil me if I came home now! 
I don’t suppose you would let me come back.  Well lassie, once again 
Au revoir.  Hugs and kisses + pleasant dreams of me. 
Roll on Civil Life + Peace. 

Friday 2nd November 1917 

Friday 2nd Nov. Came to Batt. At 10am.  No shelling as yet 1 1 .40 am.  Heavy 
mist + rain.  Wonder what wife + E are doing. 

Monday 5th November 1917 
Monday 

B.E.F. 
Dear Wife + Eric 
I’m in the same spot + am keeping well and hearty. Weather cleared a little less rain 
but colder. Ofcourse the mud is still with us.  Yesterday Sunday ….. the O.P. It was 
quiet, raining and misty.  I was about 1000x from the Boche lines or perhaps slightly 
more. The mist only raised after I had left and just before noon. And could not see 
anything. It will be gone ….  before I go again. As we take it in turns and every so many 

This was written just 
before Dad was killed. 

Mother 
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days.  Yes: good Sunday morning and roaming about there instead of being at K. Church.  
I got back to Billet about 4.30 and am having today off.  I don’t know how long this is 
going to last.  Really fighting wont end it for years so we shall have to look forward to 
something else bring this to a speedy close. Yes the ….. in Italy will soon be stopped.  
You ask if you should write every day  

Yes you might as well. ‘Twill relieve your feelings somewhat + you may perhaps grow 
more sentimental. Anyhow write when you feel disposed. I write about every other day 
with P.Cs. thrown in between. As learnt I try to + the post to you must be poor. 
Fancy your letters arriving in batches as they do. Am sorry they are not regular.  It is 
much  …….      Well dearest keep up your spirits + little Eric’s.   It’s a long road 
without a turning + this war has been on now for over 2 years. Yes cheer up + see 
how much better stronger + strength you can get--- say in the next fortnight. Just 
weigh + make an attempt + let me know the result. 
Shall write again this afternoon + send your cheque. Will be posted tomorrow morning. 
With fondest + lasting love to Eric + self. 
Always yours + kisses               Fred R.O.C.L 

Tuesday 6th November 1917 

Hartcliffe  
Westhoughton 

Tuesday 
Dearest Fred 

Have just received your P.C. of Oct. 31st.  I am sorry you have been so hard 
put thro it, but never mind if only you have luck to come back.  Such a lot of Wn boys 
are down in this last battle so that altho the Artillery are having a rotten time it looks 
as though it has been worse for the Infantry.  Am sending on book by this post.  Mena 
went to Manchester yesterday + tried to get Browning + see about mitts. But was not 
successful.  If you cannot get them thro ordinance I could get either mitts lined with 
wool or fur lined gauntlet gloves so let me know.  What about Italy?  Are you likely 
for being quiet this winter? Eric would want me to buy him a gun so that he can help 
Daddy to shoot Germans.  I write to you every other day but I wonder if you get all 
my letters.  Yes I know you are bust + cannot write much.  Never mind a field p.c. is 

This letter was returned unopened on the 
14th November.  Fred was killed on 7th 
November and there never read it. 
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alright providing  you are well.  Your mother has been knitting socks for E + she says 
has only had a p.c. for a week + wonders if I have any further news.  Well I must 
close.  Will write either to-morrow or Thursday + send on Bolton Journal. 
Good luck darling + God bless you.  I do wish I had you back but must put up with 
things. 
Fondest Love 

Yours always 
Ada xxxxxx 

Nov 6th 
Tuesday 
 B. E. F. 

Breakfast Time 
Dearest Wife + Eric 

Still here + quite safe, hearty + well.  Intended to write you a 
cheque this morning but will do this afternoon when I will write again.  It only means 
that you will get the letter a day later than this one.  I must not write much now or 
the post will gone.  Have nothing fresh to tell you but will make up a letter this 
afternoon.  I trust you + Eric are keeping well + hearty.  Just pamper yourselves a bit 
+ get well for Xmas + for the great Peace coming later.  Well dearest ones I send you
my fondest and lasting love.  Needless to say I have been fine as I said + shall remain
so.  As for drink now + then I have a little rum to keep out the ……mation + that is 
the sum of it my intemperance ……ness + chastity 

Au revoir fondest of all 
Yours always 

Fred xxxxxx 
Keep smiling Lassie – We shall meet some day.  Time rolls along quickly with us.  With 
you it must drawl to some here.  Well buck up!  Are you getting heavier + more 
colour? 

DONT WORRY 
Fred 

Dad’s last letter to 
me the Day before 
he passed on Eric 
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Wednesday 7th November 1917 

Hartcliffe 
Westhoughton 

Wednesday 
Dearest Fred  

Eric underwent an operation for tonsils yesterday + is going on very well.  
By the time you get this letter he will be running about again.  He took the chloroform 
very nicely but wont have anything to do with Dr Leigh today as he says it was he who 
has made him poorly.  Dr Dootson came down for the operation. I thought I had better 
not tell you anything about it till it was all over as you would worry.  Both E + I were 
in good condition + I thought it best to have it done before the winter set in. 

I see by the morning paper that you hve taken Passchendaele + that this is the 9th 
push since you went.  I do wish it would get over one way or another. No I don’t 
think that there is much chance of Mena getting married.  For some reason or other 
which he puts down to honour he does not want to be married until he is …..  of a 
decent post in civilian life.  However I suppose they know their own business best. 

Yes I am afraid I should spoil you if you came on leave + I certainly should not want 
you to go back. Mr Lord has just come in for your address as he wants to write to 
you.  Little `Eric is just playing with his bricks + new engine.  I will close now as he 
wants me to help him.  Well … every day until Friday when I expect E Downstairs. 

Look after yourself dear. 

I received 30/- per week from Pierbon together with meals which they took off before 
you were a ………….. so am alright.  The new increases will come in later.  All our love to 
Daddy 

I do hope you alright after this last push.  Write as often as you can. 
Yours always 

Ada xxxxxx 
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Dear Daddy 
I am a bit poorly now but Dr Leigh says I am never going to have any more soar 

throats.  I am being a good boy for mother + have had some pudding + milk for my 
dinner. 

Dr Leigh told Father Xmas to bring me an engine, a wagon + a guards van + it goes itself. 

Dear Daddy 
My throat is a bit soar but mother says I shall be better to-morrow, Mother is 

staying with me all the time + we have a fire upstairs. 

Love + kisses from little Eric 
X x xx x x 

Last Postcard sent by Fred 
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Friday 9th November 1917 

Hartcliffe  
Westhoughton 

9.11.17 
Dearest Daddy 

E still progressing and downstairs today.  Weather still shocking.  Never 
ceased raining for nearly 3 days + nights.  I hear that Clara has come to live with Rosa 
so there will be a house full. 

I am so sorry that you take such a pessimistic view of the war but I am afraid you 
are right.  I do wish something would turn up + end things quickly.  I think everyone 
is fed up.  Dad got two books from Bolton which he is going to send to you. 

Dad has been recommended for County J.P. so is in his 2nd Heaven.  I don’t think I told 
you that Mrs Strangeways was expecting another addition to the family any day .  It is 
a good job his salary will jump from £150 to £200.  I think I have not been out this 
week so have very little news. 

I am too late for tonight’s post which goes at 6 pm at Market St + 4 pm across so 
will leave this letter open. 

Have you made any pals amongst the officers? Please don’t stint yourself and send me 
money.  I cannot possibly spend unless I am …………………. + shall bank the other.  Of 
course I shall have about £7 to find for this lot, but don’t mind if Eric is better. 

However if you are not needing it I might as well bank it, but get all you require for 
you comfort.  By the way if you can get two new Pips will you let me have those off 
your tunic.  I want two (one for Ethel and one for me.) to make into broaches + I 
want those that have actually been in action.  It is Ethel’s birthday this month. 
Would you like a signet ring for your birthday or is there anything else you would 
prefer.  Write by return as I want to get it. 

Dad died 
before this 
reached him 
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Wednesday 28th  November 1917 
On Active Service 

Flanders 
28.11.17 

Dear sir   
I thank you for your letter undated and will try and give you what details I can 

of the late 2Lieut F W Bullough RGA. 
His servants name was Gunner Fisher – who had only been in the unit a week.  I 

have enclosed his wifes address – She has 5 children and in a very poor state of health.  
Today I sent her £8. 12. 0 which the officers and men contributed. 

I have enclosed a list of his effects, which will reach you in due course. 
His cheque book I have returned messes Cose & Co Bankers – to who you 

should apply for his bank balance – asking them to adjust his a/c -  The widow will 
receive a pension – which will be dealt with by War Office 

For spot where he is buried – please apply to the Graves Registration Department 
War Office. 
I have enclosed you a sketch of his resting place. No 10 – his servant  No 11 Lt 
Bullough – I had this cross specially done. 

They were both killed by the same shell at their post of duty – Yours very 
sincerely  

J H Ivens  Major RGA

Major John Henry Ivens
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Sunday 16th December 1917 

Flanders 
16th December 1917 

Dear Mrs Bullough 
I thank you very much for the kind things you said in it. 

Your husbands death has been avenged by my guns. I am grieved to hear the sad news of 
your mother – it is all very sad – may God comfort you all in your great sorrow. 

I sent Mrs Fisher money and the vicar informed me the fund had then 
reached over £100.  It is very nice of you to wish to thank Gunner Rose in a practical 
way but I assure you he was only too pleased to do what he could, but if you still 
wish to send I am sure he would treasure the scarf. 

I hope the belongings will reach you safely in due course.  My  Officers 
join me in sympathy to you and may 1918 bring us all “Peace” once again – until then we 
are determined to fight for the dear ones at home. 

Yours very respectfully  
  J H Iveus RGA 

From Major J H Ivens RGA 
152 Siege Battery RGA 
BEF 
FRANCE 
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Friday 11th April 1919 
Grove Mily Hospital 

Tooting Grove 
London SW 17 

April 11th 1919 

Dear Mrs Bullough 
Your letter of 21-3.19 reached me here a few days ago.  I have been ill 

since January, or I should have replied to your former letter, giving you details of your 
husband’s death.  I will write you when I am feeling more fit, which I hope will be 
soon.  I am no longer commanding 152 Siege Battery – there are very few Officers and 
men left, and they are on the point of returning to demobilize, in time the battery will be 
forgotten except by the actual members of the battery, a diary was kept, this may be 
preserved. 

Please excuse brief letter.  You will hear from me later 
Sincerely Yours J H Ivens 

Saturday 2nd August 1919 
Major j. H. Ivens. M. C. 

“Benares” 
Bath Road 

Fareham 
Hants 

2nd Aug. 1919 
Dear Mrs Bullough 

I am now able to relate how your husband met his death, I regret 
the delay but it was unavoidable.  I must ask you to fill in the dates, as I regret I 
cannot remember 

It was during the 3rd battle of YPRES, the guns (8 inch Howitzers) 
of the 152 Siege Battery Royal Garrison Artillery – were being moved forward to a new 
position between PILKEM and IRON CROSS x ( these places are situated – West of 
the BELGIUM village of LLANGEMARCK and North of BOESINGHE.) in preparation for 
a final attack on PASSCHENDAELE.  The old position being vacated was ROSE CROSS 
ROADS where the old YPRES STADEN railway crosses the roadway – and near to the 
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cemetery where Lieut. Bullough is at present buried next grave to his servant. Adjacent 
to ARTILLERY WOOD. 

The forward position was not a desirable position by any means, but 
one – which I had been ordered to occupy -  Lieut Bullough was the subaltern on 
battery duty for 24 hours.  the battery was very short of Officers at the time – which 
prevented me from detailing two Officers , which is usual, the whole of the day I was 
present at the battery and I was informed on the telephone, ( from the near billets, at 
GOUVY FARM BOESINGHE) that the Brigade Commander of the 3rd Bde Heavy Artillery ( 
the Bde to which the battery belonged) wished to see me personally.  I had intended to 
stay the night with Bullough, but when he heard this, he prevailed on me to not return, 
on account of the distance to Bde H.Q. and also that no firing was taking place that 
night – he suggested that he should occupy the B.C. post which was near Rose Cross 
Roads – with his servant.  I had no objection, and this is exactly what I intended to do 
– had I stayed with him. The splinter proof was quite comfortable just S.E. of Rose
Cross Roads – and B.C. post was manned by two telephonists and one B.Cs. assistant.
Bullough was quite cheerful when I left him. And everything was very quiet.  I arranged
to speak to him again near the billets on the phone after I returned from H.Q.  this I
did about 8 pm, he was having dinner and said he was quite alright.  after dinner we put
the telephone receiver near the gramophone and he asked for some particular piece ( I
forget which to be played)  this was a private line.  Each of the Officers before they
retired wished him goodnight with the usual chaff and banter.  About 11.30 pm I again
spoke to him also to the O. P. Officer – they reported all Quiet and all correct.  I
then retired to my splinter-proof where I was still in communication having a telephone
near my head.  I was awakened about 3am by the telephone instantly it buzzed and the
telephonist said we have been shelled for some time by High velocity -77mm gun and
after it had finished we looked out and found a shell had hit the Officers Splinter-
proof. We cannot see Ltn Bullough but his servant is outside dead.  I told them to
clear away the debris and look for the Officer at the time.  I called on Lietn Coates to
go to the battery position at once and I would follow.  When he arrived they found Ltn

Bullough underneath the debris resting on his camp cot with his head supported by his
hand and elbow which proved he was not asleep at the time, but had been disturbed by
the shelling – his death must have been instantaneous needless to relate everyone was
very much shocked as he was very popular with all ranks.  He often spoke about his
wife and child.  As many as possible attended his funeral and we were subjected to



 © JL 

hostile shelling during the ceremony.  I felt his loss as a brother Officer very keenly.  
He was a good and keen Officer 

Yours Very Sincerely 
J H Iveus Major M.C.  

IRON CROSS X A terrible place – famous in the YPRES salient – always under hostile 
fir – paid a terrible death toll. 

© John Lord 
Chester University Alumni Committee and Student at Chester College 1967-70 

B.C.   Battery Commander
O.P.   Observation Post



JOHN CLARKE CLASS OF 1907 
BIRTH 

John Clarke was born in Openshaw, Manchester on 2nd May 1888, the elder of two children 
born to John and Ruth Clarke. (The documents from the Red Cross give his birth year as 1886, 
but the census returns consistently point to 1888, as does the birth registration at Ardwick in 
the June quarter of 1888. His age given at attestation (when this official document was 
completed and witnessed) would also confirm a birth year of 1888.) His younger sister, Mary 
Elizabeth, was born in late 1889 or early 1890. In 1891 the family were living at 24, Prince 
Street, Ardwick; John senior was working in the cotton waste trade, as he did for all his life. 

EARLY LIFE 

By 1901 they had moved to 4, Sunny Bank, Gorton, where they were to live for at least the next 
ten years. John senior was by this date employed as a foreman in a cotton waste warehouse. 
John junior and Mary Elizabeth were at school. They were all still at the same address in 1911, 
John senior was then a manager and salesman in the cotton waste trade.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

John who had left Chester College in 1907, was employed as an assistant school teacher by 
Manchester Education Authority. John married Edith Newport on 9th May 1917 at the parish 
church, St George the Martyr, Abbey Hey; she was the elder daughter of Edward James and 
Florence Newport. Her family address was Buena Vista, Hyde Road, Gorton, Manchester. 
Before the war she had worked as a shorthand typist. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

On 18th December 1914 in Manchester John Clarke attested for service as Private 19003 in the 
16th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers; he reported for service at Llandudno the following day. 
John had pre-war military experience having served with the 1st Royal Cheshire R.G.A. 
Volunteers. His progress through the ranks was swift. He was appointed as a Lance-Corporal 
on 6th January 1915, two days later he was promoted to Corporal. By February 1915 he was the 
Company Quarter Master Sergeant of “A” Company. He was then appointed to a commission 
in the 14th Battalion Manchester Regiment on 29th June 1915. He was subsequently attached to 
the 16th Battalion of the same Regiment. 

LEST WE FORGET 

On 21st March 1918, John Clarke was with the 16th Battalion Manchester Regiment when the 
German Spring Offensive began. At some point, in the chaos of that first day’s attack, John 
Clarke was taken prisoner by the Germans. The Battalion war diary recorded the tumultuous 
events of that attack as follows:   



 



 



John died of influenza on 25th October 1918 at Fortress Hospital No. VI, Cologne. His death was 
described as “painless and easy.” According to the evidence of Captain A. Holland, Royal 
Lancaster Regiment and a fellow prisoner, Lieutenant J. Clarke, Manchester Regiment, died of 
pneumonia and was buried 29th October, 1918, at Südfriedhof (Southern Cemetery) Cologne. 

POST MORTEM 

Southern Cemetery Cologne 

More than 1,000 Allied prisoners and dozens of German servicemen were buried in Cologne 
Southern Cemetery during the First World War. Commonwealth forces entered Cologne on 6 
December 1918, less than a month after the Armistice, and the city was occupied under the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles until January 1926. During this period the cemetery was used 
by the occupying garrison. In 1922 it was decided that the graves of Commonwealth 
servicemen who had died all over Germany should be brought together into four permanent 
cemeteries at Kassel, Berlin, Hamburg and Cologne. Over the course of the following year, 
graves were transferred to Cologne Southern Cemetery from over 180 different burial grounds 
in Hanover, Hessen, the Rhine and Westphalia. There are now almost 2,500 First World War 
servicemen buried or commemorated in the Commonwealth plots at Cologne. The Cologne 
Memorial, located inside the shelter building at the entrance to the Commonwealth plots, 
commemorates 25 British and Irish servicemen who died in Germany and who have no known 
grave. Of these, 19 are known to have died as prisoners but their places of burial are not 



 

recorded. The remaining six died after the Armistice by drowning and their bodies were not 
recovered (Commonwealth War Graves Commission, https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-
cemetery/cemetery/34600/ COLOGNE%20SOUTHERN%20CEMETERY). 



 



 



 



 



 



CROWTHER MORTON CLASS OF 1907 
BIRTH 

Crowther Morton was born on 1st August, 1885 in Whitehaven, Cumberland, to Elizabeth 
Morton (neé James) aged 40 and Crowther Morton aged 60.  

EARLY LIFE 

Crowther’s sister, Irene, was born in January, 1887 in Whitehaven, Cumberland, when Crowther 
was 1 year old and his older sister, Marguerite, was born in 1884.  His father, Crowther, passed 
away in April, 1897 in Cumberland at the age of 71. They were living at their parents’ address, 
10 Wellington Row, Whitehaven, United Kingdom at the time of the 1891 census. Crowther 
senior had been a prominent Freemason and a member of Lewis Lodge in Whitehaven.  

Lewis Lodge came into being in 1861 due to the efforts of brethren from the oldest Lodge in 
the Province – Sun, Square and Compasses No. 119 – to establish a second Lodge in the town 
of Whitehaven. The lodge was consecrated on September 30th of that year by the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, W. Bro W.T. Greaves, at Freemasons' Hall, College Street. Originally 
numbered 1174, it became no. 872 in 1863 due to subsequent reallocation of Lodge numbers. 

The first Worshipful Master was Bro. John Davis and the first initiate of the Lodge was Mr. 
Crowther Morton (Snr) who went on to become a very prominent figure in the province.  

Crowther (Jr) was educated at the Royal Masonic School from 1895–1901. This was a school, 
which still exists today, for the education of sons of Freemasons whose family cannot afford to 
pay the fees themselves. Crowther’s father was 69 at the time of his son starting at the school, 
and he passed away two years later.  



 

The 1901 census shows Crowther in residence at the School in Wood Green, Middlesex. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Crowther attended Chester College and left in 1907 as a qualified teacher. He went on to teach in 
Camberwell, South London and lived at 26, Benedict Rd., Brixton with his mother, who had been a 
school mistress before her retirement, and his sister, Irene, who was also a teacher.  

MILITARY SERVICE 

Crowther enlisted into the British Army at Somerset House, London and joined the 1/15 (County of 
London) Battalion (Prince of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles) Regiment as Private, 2369, Cameron 
Morton. The Medal Roll for the 15th Battalion City of London states that he landed in France on 18th 
March, 1915, which would suggest that he enlisted in the autumn of 1914. The 1/15th Battalion had been 
formed at Somerset House in August 1914, which is where Crowther enlisted; it was first at Bedmond, 
then, from November 1914, at Watford to complete training. The Battalion, including Crowther, landed 
at Le Havre on 18th March, 1915. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Crowther was wounded on 24th October, 1915 while repairing wire and died of wounds two days later 
on 26th October, 1915 aged 30. The LCC Record of Service records that he was wounded near Loos after 
seven months’ active service. The Register of Soldiers’ Effects shows that his outstanding pay at the 
time of his death, £3 16s 6d, was paid to his mother Elizabeth, on 3rd January, 1916, as was his War 
Gratuity of £4 0s 0d, paid on 25th August, 1919.  

POST MORTEM 

Crowther was awarded the 1915 Star, British. War and Victory medals. 



 

Crowther was buried at PHILOSOPHE BRITISH CEMETERY, MAZINGARBE, Pas de Calais, France. 

The cemetery was started in August 1915. In 1916 it was taken over by the 16th (Irish) Division, which 
held the Loos Salient at the time, and many of their dead were brought back to the cemetery from the 
front line. Succeeding divisions used the cemetery until October, 1918, and men of the same Division, 
and often the same battalion, were buried side by side. After the Armistice, this cemetery was one of 
those used for the concentration of isolated graves from the Loos battlefield. The bodies of 41 men of 
the 9th. Black Watch were brought from positions a little West of Loos, and those of 340 officers and 
men of other Regiments from different points in the communes of Cambrin, Auchy, Vermelles, Halluch 
and Loos. There are now 1,996 Commonwealth burials of the First World War in the cemetery, 277 of 
them unidentified. The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. 



 



GEORGE HAROLD NEWBOLD CLASS OF 1907

BIRTH 

George Harold Newbold was born on 27th December 1885 at Stone, Staffordshire, the second 
child born to George and Sarah Newbold (née Wilkinson). He was baptised at St Michael’s 
Church, Stone, on 4th April 1886. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1891 census the family had moved to High Street, Newport, Shropshire, 
where George had a baker’s and confectioner’s shop. The family at that date comprised 
George and Sarah, their daughter Elizabeth, born in 1884, and George Harold.   

Ten years later the family were still at the same address, but George Harold and Elizabeth then 
had three new siblings: Agnes, born in 1892, Frank, born in 1896 and Kate born in 1900. George 
was still a baker and also a grocer. George Harold was then at school, a pupil at Newport 
Grammar School. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

George later went to Chester College, leaving there in 1907 to begin his teaching career. Whilst 
at Chester, George served with the Cheshire Volunteer Artillery between June 1905 and June 
1907.  

By 1910 George was living at Rugby. There are two references from the Rugby Advertiser (5th 
November 1910 and 10th December 1910) which would suggest that he was then teaching at 
the Elborow Boys’ School, Rugby. The first article has an account of him arranging music for 
the prize-giving and playing the violin, and the second has him conducting the school orchestra 
and choir at a charity concert put on by the school. In the 1911 census he was recorded as living 
at 91 Manor Road, Rugby, the household of Harry Archibald Pearl, an accountant. George gave 
his occupation as schoolmaster for Warwickshire Education Department. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George attested for service on 29th November 1915 as Private 4417 3/4th Battalion King’s 
Shropshire Light Infantry at Shrewsbury. This Battalion had been formed at Shrewsbury in May 
1915 and was based at Oswestry and later at Tenby. On 8th April 1916 it became the 4th Reserve 
Battalion. When he attested, George Harold was the headmaster of an Elementary School 
(perhaps Abbey National School?) He was appointed as a Lance-Corporal on 17th May 1916; 



 

also in 1916, he was re-numbered as 206415, as part of the re-numbering process for all 
Territorial men.  

He was recommended for officer training by his commanding officer on 28th November 1916. 
On 5th December 1916 he was accepted for training by Colonel G. Thomas, officer 
commanding 2nd Reserve Brigade Artillery (TF) at Bettisfield Park Camp, near Whitchurch, 
Shropshire. In January 1917 he attended the Cadet Training School at Exeter and he was 
promoted to Corporal in April 1917 at about the time he finished his training. On 12th May 1917 
he was discharged from the KSLI to take up a commission in the Royal Field Artillery.  



 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

From 12th May 1917 until August 1917 he served as 2nd Lieutenant at No. 1 Reserve Brigade 
R.F.A. He later served with the 241st Brigade in Italy and then was promoted to Lieutenant 
(gazetted on 6th December 1918) when attached to the 2nd North Midland Brigade.  

In the September quarter of 1917 he married Elizabeth Alice Davies, the marriage being 
registered at Atcham, Shropshire (Vol.  6a page 1292). It is probable that the marriage took 
place just prior to George’s departure to Italy.   



 

POST MORTEM 

George was still a serving officer in the Royal Field Artillery when he fell ill whilst visiting his 
parents at 26, High Street, Newport. He died there on 12th February 1919 from influenza. He 
was buried at Newport General Cemetery, Shropshire. 

George was awarded the British and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 



 

 .



 

George Harold Newbold 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147853197
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147853197�
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JOHN COATES BELL CLASS OF 1908 
BIRTH 

 
John Coates Bell was born in the autumn of 1879 at Seaforth, the only child of George 
Benjamin and Jane Bell. John’s mother’s maiden name was given as Coates, hence his 
middle name. He was christened on 26th November, 1879 at the new parish of Vauxhall. 
The family were then living at Rose Cottage, Green Lane, Seaforth and George was 
employed as an “Italian Warehouseman.” 

EARLY LIFE 

 
At the time of the 1881 census, when John was about eighteen months old, the family 
were still living at Green Lane; George, then aged 34, gave his occupation as 
“Merchant.” George gave his place of birth as Market Rasen, Lincolnshire; his wife 
Jane, aged 25, had been born in Ireland. (A later census has Clones, County Monaghan 
as her birth place.) 
 
In 1891 John and his mother were living at 45, Village Street, Everton, with Amelia J. 
Hall, Jane’s 59-year-old widowed mother. Also living with them was Louis F. Hall, the 
23-year-old son of Amelia, employed as a barman, and a boarder Charles Bradshaw, 
who worked as a cordial maker. Jane was recorded as married, but George was not 
living with them.  
 
By the time of the 1901 census, John had begun his career as a schoolteacher. He was 
then living at 29, September Road, West Derby, along with his mother and grandmother 
and uncle, Louis. Also living with them was a boarder, Samuel Hanks, aged 62 and also 
a schoolteacher. 
 
At the time of the 1911 census, John and his mother were living on their own at 49, 
Townsend Lane, Liverpool. John recorded that he was employed as a certified teacher 
by Bootle Education Committee. 

On 27th October, 1914, John was initiated into membership of the King’s Masonic 
Lodge, Liverpool.  

In the following year he married Flory Crawshaw, 28, a spinster of 81, Worcester Road, 
Bootle daughter of Stanfield Crawshaw, Works Manager. 
 
His wife, Flory, had been born in Huddersfield; her birth was registered in the 
September quarter of 1887. Her father was Stansfield Flory and her mother was Emma 
Garden. 
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CHESTER COLLEGE 

John attended Chester College in 1908. 

ARMY SERVICE 

John Coates Bell enlisted at Bootle with the 2nd/7th Battalion of the King’s (Liverpool) 
Regiment in February 1916. The 2nd/7th had been formed at Bootle in the previous 
October, and, at that time, it was a second line battalion, although it did eventually see 
service in France, but not until after John’s death. John, as Private 6062, was posted to 
the 44th Provisional Battalion, which was based at Ramsgate on the south coast in 
1916. John and his comrades would have been used to guard port facilities, railways, 
important road junctions and the like; all essential tasks in war, but not needing men 
who were judged fit for front line service. It was while he was engaged in his duty that 
he met his death. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Extract from the Dover Express 28th July 1916 
SOLDIER KILLED ON THE LINE 
The circumstances of the death of Private John Coates Bell, 44th Provisional Battalion, 
7th King’s Liverpool Regiment, were inquired into by Dr F. W. Hardman, Coroner at 
Deal, on Thursday last week. – Captain Frank Wells, of deceased’s regiment, said Bell 
was on duty on Tuesday which necessitated his going over the railway bridge crossing 
the River Stour between Sandwich and Minster, and from the evidence of a sentry it 
appeared that the deceased had seen a train coming, but, nevertheless, went on the 
bridge with his bicycle, on the near side of the train where there was not sufficient room. 
He was struck, and his right leg was practically severed below the knee, several ribs 
were broken, and probably the backbone also, and after first aid had been rendered he 
was placed on the next train to Deal and taken to the Victoria Hospital there, where he 
died soon after admission. – A verdict of accidental death was returned.   

Extract from the Liverpool Daily Post 21st July 1916 
… and Private John Coates Bell, a teacher from St Mary’s School. The deceased 
soldier joined the army in February last, and met his death whilst on railway military duty 
in this country. 

POST MORTEM 

John Coates Bell was buried in Bootle Cemetery. His widow, Flory, eventually received 
the £2 4s 0d credit left in his army account. As he did not serve overseas, he was not 
entitled to any campaign medals. He was commemorated on the Liverpool Masonic War 
Memorial. 



 



JOHN DYSON CLASS OF 1908 
BIRTH 

John Dyson was born in Colne Lancashire in August 1884 to Alfred and Sarah A. Dyson. He had an elder 
sister Clara aged 3. Alfred was a bread baker by trade and Sarah a cotton weaver. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1891 census the Dyson family were living at 26 Chancery St. Burnley by the Burnley 
Market Hall where Sarah was a Coffee Tavern Proprietress. 

COLLEGE 

John attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1908. He went on to teach at St. Jude’s 
School in Ancoats, Manchester from 1908 until enlisting in the Armed Forces. 

In the 1911 census he is recorded as living at 208 Church Lane, Moston, Manchester as a lodger whilst 
teaching at an Elementary School (probably St. Jude’s in Ancoats). He was 26 at this time and single. 
Another resident in the household was Sarah Anne Dyson aged 51, his mother, employed as the 
housekeeper. 



 

MILITARY SERVICE 

John enlisted into the 18th Manchester Regiment as Private John Dyson 9973 an 5 July 1914  and was 
later promoted to Corporal on 28th December 1915 

 

 

He was officially described as having a sallow complexion with grey eyes and dark brown hair. He was 
5ft 6in tall ( 1.67m) and weighed 108 lbs  (48.9 kg) so obviously quite a slight man. 

His regiment took part in the Battle for Guillemont from mid-July 1916 and a report of that Battle is 
reproduced below. 

The British attacks on 22/23 July, intended to prepare the way for a big attack, combined with the French 
north of the Somme, failed due to disorganisation, lack of co-ordination by the British and French armies 
and the effectiveness of the German defence. On 24 July, Haig instructed Rawlinson to concentrate on the 
right flank of the Fourth Army and co-ordinate attacks with the French but to keep up the pressure, rather 
than delay to arrange larger attacks. 

The British attack reached the village again and was driven out by flanking fire, one battalion losing 650 
out of 770 men. Despite a GHQ directive of 16 July, a creeping barrage was not used because of shortages 
of ammunition and worn guns. Many German defensive positions were out of view of the British artillery 
and a deterioration in the weather, grounded British artillery observation aircraft, reducing the accuracy of 
British bombardments. GHQ considered that the costly failure of the attacks on 30 July, had been due the 
tenacity of the German defence, the quality of its tactical leadership and the move towards defence in 
depth.                              (Wikipedia) 

 



LEST WE FORGET 

John was one those who was killed in action on 30th July 1916, after initially being reported as 
missing earlier that day. 



POST MORTEM 

By virtue of his service in 1916, John was awarded all three War medals, the 1916 Star, British War and 
Victory medals. 

• He is remembered on the Theipval Memorial, the largest Commonwealth Memorial to the
missing in the world.

The memorial commemorates more than 72,000 men of British and South African forces who died in 
the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known grave, the majority of whom died during 
the Somme offensive of 1916. 





THOMAS HALLWORTH CLASS OF 1908 
BIRTH 

Thomas Hallworth was born in 1890 in High Lane, a small village nr. Stockport, Cheshire to Thomas and 
Margaret Hannah Hallworth. Tom Snr was a railway engine driver for the Coal Mining industry. 

EARLY LIFE 

The family had moved from Disley in about 1882 and had lived at Ivy Cottage, High Lane, for many 
years. All of Tom’s social life centred around the village. He was the Secretary of the Cricket Club and a 
member of the Conservative Club’s Committee. He was also a member of the Orchestral Society. He 
worked as a teacher for Manchester City Council’s Education Committee (and is commemorated on the 
Committee’s entry in the Manchester City Battalions Book of Honour). Tom had 3 other brothers, John, 
Harry and Herbert but only John survived the war. 

COLLEGE 

Tom attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1908 and went on to teach at St. Thomas’ 
Church School in Manchester. His younger sister, Mary, also went on to be a schoolteacher in the 
Stockport area. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Tom was enlisted into the Royal Field Artillery 211th Brigade (C Company) as Bombardier 705651 
Thomas Hallworth. 

211th Brigade was a pre-War Territorial unit of the Artillery and Tom’s original service number, 1588, 
suggests that if he wasn’t also a pre-War member, then he joined up soon after War was declared in 
August 1914. 

LEST WE FORGET 

On 21 March 1918, the Germans launched their long-awaited spring offensive. Its strength and ferocity 
took even the best prepared British defenders by surprise. Within hours, the front line had been overrun 
along many miles and the British were fighting a desperate retreat. Tom and his comrades were not in 
action that day and were being held in reserve. Two days later, the fighting started to reach their 
position.  The German advance continued and, by the 27th, the Brigade was in position near to the 
village of Bucquoy. 

At 6.55am, the infantry holding the front line felt threatened and signalled for urgent artillery support. 
This was given immediately and there was almost instant retaliation from the German artillery which 
heavily bombarded the front line. The Germans followed this up with a very strong infantry attack 
which continued throughout the afternoon. Between 11am and 2.30pm, the artillery positions were 
heavily shelled, and this maybe when Tom was wounded. 



The British had fought off the enemy attack, but the Germans resumed their shelling of the front line 
the next morning. The men of 211th Brigade had now properly got the range of the German positions in 
this sector and were able to start a slow and methodically accurate shelling. However, the Germans 
were managing to break through the now ragged front line. Just after 1.30pm, a large party of Germans 
got around near the gun positions held by Tom and his mates in “C” Battery. They attacked the 
Tommies with grenades and it seems most likely that this will have been when Tom suffered the 
wounds from which he would die later in the day. (28th March 1918) 
 
He was evacuated from the gun positions to a field hospital some 15 miles to the rear, at Doullens 
where army surgeons will have done all they could for him but without success.  
 

POST MORTEM 

Tom is buried at Doullens Communal Cemetery. 

From the summer of 1915 to March 1916, Doullens was a junction 
between the French Tenth Army on the Arras front and the 
Commonwealth Third Army on the Somme. The citadel, overlooking 
the town from the south, was a French military hospital, and the 
railhead was used by both armies. In March 1916, Commonwealth 
forces succeeded the French on the Arras front and the 19th Casualty 
Clearing Station came to Doullens, followed by the 41st, the 35th and 
the 11th. By the end of 1916, these had given way to the 3rd Canadian 
Stationary Hospital (which stayed until June 1918) and the 2/1st 
Northumbrian Casualty Clearing Station. From February 1916 to April 
1918, these medical units continued to bury in the French extension 
(No 1) of the communal cemetery. 

 

Thomas was awarded the 1915 star for his service in France at that time and also the British War and 
Victory medals. 

      
 

His effects in the sum of £341 4s 9d, worth over £5000 today, were left to his father Thomas Hallworth 
Snr. 



 



LEWIS JOHN EDWARDS IRLAM CLASS OF 1908

BIRTH 

Lewis John Edwards Irlam was born in October 1886 to Lewis and Rebecca Irlam (nee Edwards). They resided at 7 
Nutter Street Salford, Manchester. Lewis was one of seven children. He had three elder sisters, Mary Edwards, Annie 
Edwards and Eva Edwards and two older brothers, William Edwards and Charles Edwards. William was a pupil 
teacher. His younger brother was called Arthur Edwards. As can be seen all of the children were given their mother’s 
maiden name as a middle name. Quite unusual. Lewis senior was a traveller in the paper trade, originally from 
Rawtenstall in Lancashire. His mother Rebecca coming from Caernarvonshire in North Wales. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1911 census the family had moved to 88 Phoebe Street, Salford possibly to a larger house as all 
children were still living at home with elder brother William now aged 24 and being recorded as a certificated school 
teacher. The family had grown again with the addition of a daughter Ethel to Lewis Snr and Rebecca. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Lewis entered Chester College in 1905 and graduated in 1908. By 1911 he had become an Elementary School 
Teacher and was living as a boarder with a Mr and Mrs Beatson at 5 Mount Terrace, Droylsden, East Manchester. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Lewis joined the Royal Army Medical Corps, 72nd Field Ambulance, on 27 July 915 and died of wounds received in 
action on the Somme on 21 August 1916 aged 29. It is recorded in the War Diary as “severely wounded in the 
Abdomen”. 

The Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit (it was not a vehicle), manned by troops of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. Most Field Ambulances came under command of a Division, and each had special responsibility for 
the care of casualties of one of the Brigades of the Division. The theoretical capacity of the Field Ambulance was 150 
casualties, but in battle many would need to deal with very much greater numbers. The Field Ambulance was 
responsible for establishing and operating a number of points along the casualty evacuation chain, from the Bearer 
Relay Posts which were up to 600 yards behind the Regimental Aid Posts in the front line, taking casualties 
rearwards through an Advanced Dressing Station (ADS) to the Main Dressing Station (MDS). It also provided a 
Walking Wounded Collecting Station, as well as various rest areas and local sick rooms. The Field Ambulances would 
usually establish one ADS per Brigade, and one MDS for the Division. 

Stretcher-bearer relay post 



 

You can just see the entry re. Pte IRLAM at the bottom of the diary page. 

POST MORTEM 

Lewis is buried at Corbie Communal Cemetery, Somme, France. (Plot 2 Row B Grave No. 109.) 

Corbie was about 20 kilometres behind the front when Commonwealth forces took over the line from Berles-au-Bois 
southward to the Somme in July 1915. The town immediately became a medical centre, with Nos 5 and 21 Casualty 
Clearing Stations based at La Neuville (the suburb across the Ancre) until October 1916 and April 1917 respectively. 
In November 1916 the front moved east, but the German advance in the spring of 1918 came within 10 kilometres of 
the town and brought with it field ambulances of the 47th Division and the 12th Australian Field Ambulance. 

The communal cemetery was used for burials until May 1916, when the plot set aside was filled and the extension 
opened. The majority of the graves in the extension are of officers and men who died of wounds in the 1916 Battle of 
the Somme. The remainder relate to the fighting of 1918. 

The communal cemetery contains 249 First World War burials, the extension 918. 



 

Lewis was awarded the “Star” for his service in the Army. 

His effects in the sum of £381 2s 5d (£381.12) were granted to Miss May Rimmer, a spinster of 15 Greenside Lane, 
Droylsden. 



 



RICHARD NEWPORT 

CHESTER COLLEGE 1906-8 

SERGEANT (15793) IN 10TH BATALLION CHESHIRE REGIMENT 

KILLED IN ACTION 1ST MAY 1916 
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RICHARD NEWPORT 
BIRTH 

Richard Newport was born in Halton near Runcorn, Cheshire on 9th 
October 1887 and baptized on the 11th of December of the same year.  

He was the second son and sixth and last child of John Newport, a self-employed boot and 
shoemaker, and his wife, Elizabeth Newport (nee Clarke).  At the time of his birth the family 
lived over John’s shop at 206 Main Street, Halton, Runcorn.   

EARLY LIFE 

Four years later at the time of the 1891 Census the family were still living on Main Street at 
the same address.  Richard is the youngest member of the family and he is living with his 
parents and four siblings. Thomas Henry the oldest child, at the age of 19 was working as a 
General Labourer and Richard’s three sisters Edith Annie (14), Elizabeth (11) and Margaret 
(9) were living at home but only Margaret was recorded as still bing a Scholar.  Richard also
had a fourth sister Mary Alice Newport who at the age of 16 was working as a General
Domestic Servant for the Rowe family who were grocers living at 183 Main Street.

Living next door but one to the Newports was Walworth Dunbebin aged 1 whom Richard 
would later mention in one of his letters to his sister whilst he was in the trenches.  Walworth 
and Vic Dunbebin were both wounded but survived the war. 

Richard was educated at the then Halton Grammar School where he had won a scholarship 
and then on to Runcorn Secondary School.   

By 1901 the family had moved to 103 Main Street.  Richard’s older brother Thomas Henry 
had moved out of the household and had joined the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in 1891 and was 
later to become an Asylum Attendant at the Cheshire Lunatic Asylum at Upton near Chester. 
His sister Elizabeth, whom it is said was his favourite sister, was recorded as being a Nurse 
Domestic and his sister Margaret, was recorded as being an Assistant Schoolteacher. 
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COLLEGE 

Richard obviously decided to follow in the footsteps of Margaret and become a teacher and 
in 1906 he enrolled at Chester Teacher Training College where he studied until he qualified 
in 1908.  He was a very keen sportsman and whilst at college he was a member of the 
College Rugby Team. 

Being an all round sportsman he also played football when back in Halton, where he was 
secretary of the Association Club. He was also the Captain of the Halton Tennis Club and a 
member of Halton Rifle Club.  He was a particularly good shot and scored extremely well in 
marksmanship tests. 

In the rugby photograph on the left he is 
standing on the far right of the middle row and 
in the photograph above he is again on the far 
right, this time of the row of seated players.  

In 1908 having completed his Teacher Training he moved back to the family home in Halton 
and he took up his first appointment as an Assistant Teacher employed by Cheshire County 
Council and he taught at St. Mary’s School, Liscard, Wallasey.   In January 1910 he took a 
position as Certificated Assistant Teacher at Runcorn Parish Church Boys School. 

At the time of the 1911 Census he was still living with his parents but all of his siblings have 
moved out.  He was still single but we know that around this time he had cast his affections 
in the direction of Gladys Hall whom he would most likely have married had it not been for his 
untimely death.  Living three doors away is John Haddock the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth 
Haddock.  John was one of four Sergeants who carried Richard to his burial and was one of 
the first people to write home from the trenches to inform his own parents of Richard’s death. 

MILITARY SERVICE 
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Richard enlisted in the 10th Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment, on 11th 
September 1914. This was the day after it was formed, in Runcorn. 

He enlisted as Private no. 15793 Richard Newport but would soon be 
promoted to Sergeant.  His basic training was done in the South of 
England.  Initially he was based at Fairhaven near Bournemouth and in 
a letter to his mother he records that he is living in splendid digs with 
another Sergeant called Youd. 

“Our landlady is a nice old maid of about 50 + she’s a toff – can’t do 
enough for us.  ………….. We’ve done nothing but march all day today + 

drill on the prom – hundreds of spectators -+ the men worked splendidly” 

In March 1915 he was then based at Camp. No. 2 at Codford St Mary, Wiltshire where much 
of his training was done at night: 

“We haven’t finished our musketry yet. We’ve done practically all the rest of our training. 
We do a good bit of night work now. It’s a bit weird, trench digging + attacking in the dark.” 

Further training took place at Flower Down Camp in Winchester from where he recorded in a 
letter to his sister Elizabeth who was by now married and living in Ontario, Canada: 

“We should be ready for the front in a month at least. We have some 
marching now, I can tell you – full packs and equipment every time.  We have 
spent the last 48 hours in some trenches we have dug.  We slept, fed, + 
everything else in them just to give us a bit of experience I suppose.  It was 
fine although we got such a horrible mess with the mud.”

In the letter he refers to the sinking of the Lusitania, which occurred on 7th May 1915 and so 
he was probably based at Flower Down Camp in May 1915. 

By July 1915 he had moved to Ramilles Barracks, North Camp, Aldershot, where he records 
that there was a delay in sending the Battalion to France: 

“Don’t know when we shall go out to France.  It wont be for a month or so 
anyhow.  Our Artillery have kept us back  - short of guns + munitions.  
…………………………… We are soldiering in real earnest now we are in Aldershot + I 
can tell you they are very strict with us.” 

Richard and the 10th battalion finally finished their training and left for France at the end of 
September.  They landed at Boulogne on the 27th September 1915 and on the 31st 
September he wrote in a letter to his mother: 

“British Expeditionary Force 

I cannot tell you where we are but we are a few miles behind the firing line + can hear 
the guns all right. We had a long train ride in trucks + a long march in the rain before we 



© JL 

found billets. For the first night our roof was the sky + it was a wet night too      Now 
we are billeted in an old building. “ 

The 10th Batallion were at one of the worst places on the Ypres Salient at Ploegsteert Wood. 
They moved in and out of the line here for months.  On 22nd October he wrote: 

“I can’t tell you where we are, but I might say I’m writing this scrawl, about 150 yds or 
so away from the enemy. This is our third spell in the trenches. The first time we came 
in just for 24hrs, to gain experience I suppose. The second time we came in for a week, + 
this time I don’t know how long we shall stay. When out of the trenches, we live in some 
shell-ruined farm buildings not many hundred yards behind the firing line. The enemy liven 
us up there at intervals with shells. 

While we’re in the trenches, their snipers are the chief danger it’s not safe to show a 
limb---They’re wicked. However nobody troubles-- We kid them plenty, with dummies, 
caps on sticks etc.” 

On the 16th March 1916 they moved to the Moint en Ternois sector where both sides dug 
tunnels and placed mines under each other’s lines.  On 24th April 1916 the Germans 
exploded a large mine under the trenches held by “A” Company 10th Cheshires.  Richard 
survived this explosion and the ensuing battle to capture the crater. 

On 26th April the Cheshires moved to Mont St. Eloi.  St. Eloi is on the road running south 
from Ypres in the direction of Messine.  Here the trench salient, which included an artificial 
bank of earth called the mound, jutted into the British positions.  It gave the Germans slightly 
higher ground and excellent observation of the British trenches and roads.  By this time 
Richard was a Quarter Master Sergeant.  

On the 1st May 1916 the day he died he wrote to his sister Elizabeth: 

“It’s a lively spot in the line we’ve struck this time.  The last place was “some” warm 
but it was like home to this.  Suppose you’ll have heard the news about Vic + Walr 
Dunbabin.  Neither wounds are serious.  Youd is in hospital with nerves – shell shock.  
The Hun have all sorts of presents for us here – bombs, trench mortars and shells of all 
descriptions.  Hope they don’t keep us here long, we’ll be minus if they do. Mining is the 
worse thing.  It certainly puts the fear of god into a fellow when a mine goes up.  
There’s generally a scrap for the crater which is formed.  Sorry I am not able to tell you 
what is actually happening – We’re not allowed to tell very much.  Anyway I shall certainly 
be glad when it’s all over + can get home again.  It’s awful to see the crowds of wounded 
coming down from the trenches.” 
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Later on the night of the 1st May 1916 he was going up to the trenches with a working party 
when he came under shellfire.  He managed to avoid the first shell but then ran straight into 
the second and was badly wounded.  Walter Barrow one of his comrades wrote in a letter to 
his mother: 

“It burst about 20 yds off them + struck poor Dick in several places + as it was a big 
shell he had not much chance.  It struck him chiefly in the stomach.  He only lived a 
short time after.  He will be buried this afternoon at the fort on the hill in a cemetery 
where all our lads that get knocked down are buried.” 

This is the last letter he wote to his sister.  It is dated 1st May 1916.  The day he died. 
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Two weeks later Elizabeth was still unaware of his death. 

In the letter dated 15th / 16th May 1916 she comments that she was pleased to receive his 
two cards and then on the 16th May that she had received this letter. 

“I was pleased to have a couple of cards, one saying you got the parcel.  I must get to 
work + send another one to you. …………………… Tuesday May 16th Dear Dick I have just 
received your letter written on May 1st.  I am afraid you are having a tough time of it, but I 
pray that God will bring you safely through + that the war will soon be over.  I was 
sorry to hear you had been sick with the flue.  I had not heard about Vic + Walworth 
until you told me, poor fellows, I do hope it is not serious with them + that Youd will 
get over his sickness. ………………………………… Goodbye my dear brother, my fondest love + kind 
thoughts for you + prayers that you may be brought safely through this terrible war 
+speed to get home safe Your loving + affectionate Sister

Lizzie Chubbe” 
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LEST WE FORGET 

This is the letter written by Walter Barrow to his mother describing the circumstances 
of Richard’s death. 

Richard and his pals had run out of the way of the first shell only to fall but right into the path 
of a second, which exploded just 20 yards in front of Richard injuring him in the stomach.  
Despite the best efforts of the medical Corps, Richard died of his wounds.  Eyewitness 
friends said that he died shortly after being hit by the shell.  

In a letter dated on the 11th May 2016 Richard’s sister Margaret wrote to their sister Elizabeth 
in Canada expressing consolation in the fact that he felt no pain: 

“They are both so proud of Dick + to think they will never see him again seems too much 
to bear. A young man who was with him has written to Gladys + told her that he lived one 
hour but that he was unconscious all the time.  So we have the consolation of knowing 
that he did not suffer.  He was acting Quarter Master Sergt. At the time + was in charge 
of rations being taken to the trenches.  Mother has had no word sent her yet + it seems 
so strange.  But the Captain told J Haddock that he was writing to Dick’s parents.” 
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The letter that Margaret spoke of was 
written the following day 12th May 1916 
by Sergeant Major H Mason Coy 
addressed to Mrs. Newport. 

POST MORTEM 

Richard had prepared for the eventuality of being killed whilst on active service.  On the 15th 
October 1915 he prepared a will naming of his mother Mrs. J. Newport as sole beneficiary. 
He was not married and had no children.  

Richard’s girlfriend Gladys Hall was obviously devastated by the news of his death as is 
referenced by a letter from the person I believe to be her father, Mr. Thomas Lyon Hall, 
addressed to Mrs. Lightfoot, Richard’s sister Margaret.   
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I have come to this conclusion by comparing handwriting in the 1911 Census document filled 
in by Thomas Lyon Hall with that in the letter.   

Margaret forwarded this letter to her sister Elizabeth who had married William James Clubbe 
a bricklayer on 18th April 1906 and then emigrated to Canada, later moving to America. 

Richard was particularly close to his sister Elizabeth, whom he nicknamed “Whips”. 

Elizabeth kept the letters Richard wrote to her from the front and she collected together these 
and other family letters including letters of condolence that were sent to her parents.    

Transcriptions of the letters can be viewed at the end of this document and copies of the 
originals can be found in a separate document.  
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Elizabeth also saved this newspaper account of Richard’s 
death from her local paper in Shelburne, Ontario. 

Richard was awarded the Star 1914-15 medal in November 1919 and the British War 
Medal and the Victory medal in September 1920.  
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Richard was buried in Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont St. Eloi, Pas de Calais.  

He was 28 years old. 

This cemetery is really the extension of the 
communal cemetery, where the French army 
had buried over 1,000 men. The 46th (North 
Midland) Division took over the extension with 
this part of the line in March 1916, and their 
graves are in Rows A to F of Plot I. 
Successive divisions used the French military 
tramway to bring their dead in from the front 
line trenches and, from the first row to the last, 
burials were made almost exactly in the order 
of date of death. The attack of the 25th 
Division on Vimy Ridge in May 1916 is 
recalled in Plots I and II. Plots V and VI 
containing the graves of men killed in the 
capture of Vimy Ridge in April 1917. Ecoivres 
Military Cemetery contains 1,728 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 
There are also 786 French and four German 
war graves. 

Richard’s Grave is in Plot 1, Row H, Grave 6 

The inscription on his headstone reads: 

“The path of duty was the way to Glory” 

© Images and text Commonwealth War Graves 
Commisson 

OBITUARIES 
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HEADMASTER'S	TRIBUTE.	

In	a	letter	written	to	Mr	and	Mrs	Newport	on	the	9th	May	1916	Mr.	Arthur	Lindsay,	the	Headmaster	
of	the	Runcorn	Parish	Church	Boys'	School	wrote:	

I’m looking back my mind turns vividly to those chats which we teachers had 
together, immediately after war broke out, and I remember well the earnestness with 
which your son discussed his duty and his determination to serve his Country in the hour 
of need.  To me and to the boys and teachers of the School he served so excellently there 
comes from across the water the echo “He gave his life for his friends. 

……………………………………… 

I shall miss Mr Newport from the staff of our school more than words can express not 
only for his quiet, cheerful and lovable disposition but also as a true and staunch friend 
and worthy colleague who had a high sense of his duty and rendered excellent services to 
the school.” 

Chester	Chronicle,	"Halton	Sergeant	Killed	
In	Action",	13th	May	1916	
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Extract from the Chester Chronicle 27th May 1916 
MEMORIAL SERVICE – A special memorial service for the late Sergt. Richard Newport was 
held at the Halton Parish Church on Sunday. There was a crowded congregation, which 
included the members of deceased’s family, the Halton and Secondary School troops of Boy 
Scouts, and the soldiers on guard and billeted in the parish. The special service arranged by 
the Bishop of Stepney was used. The Vicar [Rev. E. G. Greenham] preached an appropriate 
sermon. A similar service was held at the Trinity Wesleyan Church on Sunday morning, the 
deceased having been connected with this place of worship in his younger days. The Rev. T. 
M. Kerruish was the preacher.

Extract from De Ruvigny’s page 236 Vol.2 

© Naval and Military Press Ltd 2010 
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Sources and Copyright 

Thank you to: 

• A big thank you to Mrs. Kathleen Irving for her kindness in providing me with
Family Letters, Military Papers, Family Certificates, …  These gave a real
insight in Richard’s life before the war and whilst in the trenches.

• My colleague Sue Carmichael for all her help with the research, which I have
used to create this biography and for the help she has given with tracing and
contacting relatives.  Also to Sue Carmichael and Mike Bambury for proof
reading.

• The National Archives for the information in images which I have transcribed
in this biography

• Commonwealth War Graves Commission who allow use of their images for
none profitmaking ventures such as this:

• Cheshire Archives and Local Studies Group for the information given on
Richard’s baptism record, which I have transcribed in this biography.

©	John	Lord	

Chester	College	Alumni	1967-70	

“The original archive records and their digital copies remain the property of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but are available for re-use for private 
and non-commercial purposes.” 
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LETTERS	TRANSCRIBED	FORWARD	
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The	letters	transcribed	here	were	letter	sent	to	and	from	the	trenches	and	between	family	
and	friends	up	to	three	months	after	Richard’s	death	on	the	1st	May	1916.		They	include	a	
letter	written	 to	Richard	by	his	 sister	Elizabeth	on	 the	15th	May	1916	 two	weeks	after	he	
was	Killed	in	Action.	

I	would	 like	 to	 say	a	massive	 thank	you	 to	Kathleen	and	her	 sister	Margaret,	Richard’s	Great	
Nieces	who	provided	me	with	these	documents	and	who	have	given	permission	for	us	 to	use	
them.		

The	 letters	 have	 been	 transcribed	 by	myself	 and	my	wife	 Angela,	 and	 by	my	 colleague	 Sue	
Carmichael	and	her	husband	Dave.	 	We	have	made	every	effort	 to	 transcribe	 the	documents	
accurately	but	cannot	guarantee	that	we	have	done	so.		There	are	a	few	words/phrases,	which	
we	 cannot	 transcribe.	 	 These	 are	 represented	 by	 …..	 and	 hopefully	 do	 not	 detract	 from	
sentiment	of	what	was	written.	

I	have	also	paragraphed	letters	for	easy	of	reading.		In	addition	some	of	the	letters	are	headed	
with	the	month	and	year	but	no	date	and	so	these	have	been	inserted	where	we	feel	it	is	likely	
they	fit	chronologically.		However	we	cannot	guarantee	they	are	correctly	positioned.	

Richard’s	Immediate	Family	Tree	is	here	to	assist	with	reading	the	letters.	

© John Lord 
Chester College Alumni 1967-70 
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1st August 1912  A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth Clubbe 

Halton 
Runcorn 

1/9/1912 
Dear Lizzie, 
I guess + calculate you reckon it’s about time I was sending you a few lines. 
I’ve been intending to write for weeks + weeks but- you know what a lazy 
beggar I always was.   I don’t think I’ve written to anyone at all for months.   
How are you both jogging on?  Well, I hope. Fancy saying “both” - I mean all 
the “lorrayez” (That’s Irish).  

We’re all pretty well here Father is better now than he has been for weeks. 
He got better very slowly this last time. Tom seems very well. He was over 
for the half day last Saturday. 

There doesn’t seem to be much news to send.  I’ve been bothered with my 
webs for some time.  They are alright now.  I pickled them in brine a few 
times. 

We’ve been having very wet weather here just now. – Rain every day.  Are you 
coming over for the ladies Club next Monday?  We break up for Summer 
holidays on the 26th of this month – for 4 weeks.  I wish I was a bit better 
off – I’d come over your way for a week.  I’ve just landed home from school. 
Work goes down farely well now considering it is work.  The boss has been in 
better humour than usual today – perhaps because it’s Pay-day.  By the way 
that’s one reason why I haven’t written before – Funds low + all that. 

I expect you are quite proud of Freda.  We should all like to see her.  When 
are you coming over for a bit? Does Will like farming as well as working at his 
trade?  Did the schools have a stir on Empire Day?  We had some maple leaves 
sent to our school from a school in New Brunswick. 

Edith was here a fortnight ago.  She looked well.  I expect you would hardly 
know the youngsters now. Roland I believe is a war… member.  I’m about 
stuck for news.  I think I’ll ring off for a bit + collect my scattered 
fragments of intelligence. 
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2nd July  
Still no news.  Nothing unusual has happened today.   I’ve just had egg, 
lettuce, tomato for tea + I see there’s some fish for supper in the pantry. 
Fondest love to all 
I remain  
Your loving brother  
Dick  
I’ll write again soon. Perhaps I’ll have more to tell you than now. I’ve just 
read this through + it reads rather pale + wordy.

February 1912  A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

When will you be coming home to
Halton 

Feb. 20 

Dear ( 1) Elizabeth  (2) Lizzie (3) Whips 

Father has started work again.  My leg is nearly 
quite better now.  I do not feel any pain and can 
walk a bit.  I have had to sit by the fire this week. 
Mr Gamon lent me two Champion books, volumes 
of the Boys’ Own Paper. 

It is just the kind weather here when one wants to be out, all 
snow and frost.  It has not been 
so nice sitting in the house all 
the time while other boys are 
snow balling, skating and sliding 

Mr Wray has got a pair of “ski’s” otherwise “snowshoes” 
otherwise long pieces of wood curled up at the 
front.  He has a long pole with which to push 
himself along.  By giving a good push with his 
pole at the top of the hill down Norton Lane he 

slides to the bottom. 

Thanks very much for the papers Just what I wanted 
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He looks rather funny going past followed by a tribe of kids. It 
has happened lucky that I am staying away from school this week 

for Lollipops (Mr Lawrenson) the “head” is going 
round different classes questioning the boys in 
all subjects taught.  Those 
who do not answer well get 
the stick.  We have got a 

football club at school and we come out at 4 
o’clock instead of halfpast and go to the field 
to play.  “Blacky” (Mr. Blackburn) the 3rd master comes to play 
with us.  There is also the Debating Society 
at school. Our first subject for debate was 
“Would conscription be advantageous to this 
country. 

There was a magic(?) lantern at chapel the other night.  The smell 
of it would have driven a locomotive with forty loaded trucks.  It 
was on the “Prodigal Son” One man was speaking about it and 
describing the pictures.  He described one picture while another 
was on the screen.  Tom Goulden was rolling about with laughing. 
I have only got two VRI stamps of the Orange Free State.  I have 
some Transvaal with ERI.  I will now “dry up” with love from all 
I remain your loving brother  

Richard. 
Why did the owl Howl? Because the woodpecker would peck her. 

Levig? 

1912 A Postcard 
from Richard to his 
sister Elizabeth
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A Letter from Richard to his Mother 

D. Comp.
10th Bat. Ches. Regt. 

Fairhaven 
147 Capstone Rd. 

Bournemouth 
Dear Mother 

Well we landed all right yesterday afternoon.  
Bournemouth is a lovely town + I’m sure I shall have the time of 
my life here.  Our digs are splendid, Youd, another sgt. + myself 
are together.  Our landlady is a nice old maid of about 50 + she’s 
a toff. – can’t do too much for us – Of course she’s getting £1 
per week from the Government for each of us.  We’ve a fine bed – 
Youd + I washing + stitching done, the best of everything to eat + 
she’s like a mother to us if we have a bit of a cough or cold.  
She’s fine – reminds me very much of our Alice only she is older. 

You’ve no need to be anxious about me now. From what I hear we 
shall be here some time – most likely till Xmas + then – a 
furlough home.  We’ve done nothing but march all day today + drill 
on the prom – hundreds of spectators -+ the men worked 
splendidly.  Coming here has put everybody in a good humour.  We 
three sgts have a sitting room, piano, all sorts of games + books – 
in fact its it. 

We saw several wounded Belgiums in their uniforms today.  All the 
people we have met here are very nice to us. 

I hope all are well at home + that things are going on all right.  
I’ll write a longer letter next time but it’s near post time now + I 
want this to go tonight. 

Fondest love to all 
Your loving son 

Dick 
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27th March 1915  A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

My dear Sister 
Was so pleased to have your letter yesterday + to hear 

that things were all right out your way.  I’m still in the pink.  You’ll see by 
the photo, I don’t appear to taking much harm.  I’m in command of the guard 
today (24 hrs guard) + I am writing this in the guard room.  We have only two 
prisoners in the cells but I expect we’ll have plenty tonight as it’s Sat + 
pay-night. They’ll imbibe some I guess. 

I’ve no idea when we shall move from here to France. It won’t be for a few 
weeks I’m afraid. We haven’t finished our musketry yet. We’ve done practically 
all the rest of our training. We do a good bit of night work now. It’s a bit 
weird, trench digging + attacking in the dark. Of course we only use blank 
ammunition. I sometimes think it would liven things up a bit if we used real 
bullets occasionally. 

I don’t know that I’ve any news for you much. They’re very scanty with 
leaves for home. We can have occasional weekends off to places near here, 
but not home. I knew they would like to see me at home so I “swung the 
toffee hammer” with our doctor about my teeth + I believe I’m going to have 
a few days at home next week to have them out. They’re not troubling me 
much, but I suppose they’ll have to be done some time. 

Well I’ll ring off now + go + see if the sentries are “alert on their posts”. 
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I’ve been offered lots of chances in the army to get on if I wanted including 
Quarter Master Sgt. 3 times, Sgt. Major, + a Commission as Lieutenant. I’ve 
refused them all as I am happier as I am, I have some fairly responsible jobs 
as it is -  What do you say to bossing over 100 men in night entrenching! 

Well. Bye. Bye. 
Fondest love to all, 

Your loving brother 
       Dick x 

xxxxxxxxxx For Freda. I wish I could see 
her now. 

30th May 1915 A Postcard from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

Dear Sister 

Just a line.   Hope you are well.  I’m in the best.  I’ve cycled 
here from Wokingham today (Sun).  We keep moving now a days so 
it’s no use sending an address.  We are at Winchester a month.  
Love to Will + lots of kisses for Freda. 

Your loving brother 
Dick. 
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A letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 
15793 Sgt. R. Newport 

D Company 
10th (S) Bt. Ches. Regt. 

Flower Down Camp 
Winchester. 

My dear Sister 
 I was pleased to receive your letter the other day.  Glad your 
keeping fit, sorry Will is troubled with his head + hope he’ll be 
O.K. soon.  I’m in the very best of health, never better, + am as 
brown as a berry.  We’ve had some real hot weather here lately.  
I’m still enjoying the life though it’s pretty hard.  We should be 
ready for the front in a month at least. We have some marching 
now, I can tell you – full packs and equipment every time.  We 
have spent the last 48 hours in some trenches we have dug.  We 
slept, fed, + everything else in them just to give us a bit of 
experience I suppose.  It was fine although we got such a 
horrible mess with the mud. 

I don’t seem to have any news for you.  I suppose the Lusitania 
affair made a great stir your way.  When we do get out, I bet I do 
my little bit towards avenging it.  It’s a lovely place where we are 
now – flowers + blossom everywhere – they may well call it 
Flower Down.  We are about 2 miles out of Winchester which is 
an interesting old town. 

Well Lizzie, I’ll ping off.  I’ll bet Freda is quite a cute little soul 
now.  I wish I could see her some times. 

Fondest love to all, + lots of kisses for Freda, 
Your loving brother 

Dick 
xxxxxx 
x 
x 
xxxx 
x 
x 
x For Freda 
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27th July 1915 A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

Ramillies Barracks 
North Camp 

Aldershot 
27th July, 19 15. 

My dear Sister 
I hope you don’t think I’m unkind not writing before now, 

but really, we don’t have much time for letter writing.  When we 
get reveille at 4 + work till 7 or 8 at night, one feels more ready 
for sleep than anything.  All the same I still like the life.  Don’t 
know when we shall go out to France.  It wont be for a month or 
so anyhow.  Our Artillery have kept us back  - short of guns + 
munitions 

I got three days leave home last week.  They seemed pleased to see 
me + thought I looked well. Gladys keeps well + also all her 
people. 

We are soldiering in real earnest now we are in Aldershot + I can 
tell you they are very strict with us.  The barracks are all right – 
much better than tents when it is wet. 

All the Halton boys are well.  How is Freda?  Does she alter any? 
I would like to see you all but I suppose it will be a long time 
before that comes off. 

I don’t seem to have any news for you son I’ll conclude, with 
Fondest love to all + lots of 

Kisses for Freda xxxx xxxxx 
Your loving brother 

Dick. 

Vic wishes to be remembered . 
 How is Will? 
Let’s know all the news 

23456789 
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August 1915 A Letter from Richard to his Mother 

Same place 
Wed 

Dear Mother 
Sorry I didn’t write last night but was rather busy.  Landed here 
O.K + in good time.  No news much.  I’m on parade again.  Lovely
weather here – real hot.  I hear we’re to shift out on the 20th of
next month.  Don’t know if it will be postponed again.

Wrote to Gladys last night. 

I was Batt. Orderly Sgt. Yesterday + am on Canteen Duty tonight – 
Rotten job.  We had a parade last night – to distinguish aeroplanes 
– they kept going over at different heights + we were judging the
distances + we spend half our time now cleaning rifles.  They’re
very particular.  Well I’ll have to ring off + get to the canteen.
Will write more next time.

Fondest love to all. 
Your loving son 

   Dick 

31st September 1915 A Letter from Richard to his Mother 

British Expeditionary Force 
31th Sept 

Dear Mother 
Just a line to let you know I’m in the very best of health + 

spirits. I cannot tell you where we are but we are a few miles behind the 
firing line + can hear the guns all right. We had a long train ride in trucks + a 
long march in the rain before we found billets. For the first night our roof 
was the sky + it was a wet night too      Now we are billeted in an old 
building.  
When you write for the address just Number name Coy, Batt, British Reg. 
Expeditionary Forces. 
Will write more next time 
Hope all are as well as I am 
Fondest love to all 
Your loving son  
Dick
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1st October 1915  A Letter from Richard to his Father 

Dear Dad, 
Well I’m still smiling + having a decent time.  Hope you + Ma are in 

the best of health. 

We’ve not been into action yet but we go in a few days.  All the boys are 
looking forward to it.  We saw a fine sight yesterday.  An aeroplane was 
shelled by the enemy.  Scores of shells burst all round the machine until she 
rose out of range. 

There was a very heavy bombardment last night + terrible roar all the time + 
all the sky lit up. 
The place we are in is an  …………… …………   in the streets, dogs pulling carts 
about + all sorts. 

They’re shelling an aeroplane now + I’m going out to have a look at it. 
Well I’ve no news to send so I’ll close down. 
I’ll write as soon as I’ve the chance 

Fondest love to all 
Your loving son 

Dick

4th October 1915  A Letter from Richard to his sister Margaret Lightfoot 

4th October 
Dear Maggie 

Just a line to let you know that I’m in the best of health + spirits + going 
on fine. 
I expect Mother will have let you see the other two letters I’ve sent. We’ve 
had another move + are now a few hundred yds behind the firing line. 
We are billeted in the out building of an old farm house. 
Shells are bursting all about but up to now none have dropped here. 

One of our companies -------------------------------------------------
------------------------------ this morning. 
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This farm house is entrenched + defended by sandbags + barbed wire.  Last 
night the guns were going all the time + every minute or so the sky was lit up. 

This farm is a queer old place. Tobacco leaves, beans + all sorts are hanging 
up to dry everywhere.  On our way here we came through a village all smashed 
up with shells, especially the church. 
We’re getting our food all right + we’re doing very well under the 
circumstances----plenty of bully + biscuits of course. 

I don’t know that –I’ve any more news, so I’ll ring off. 
Kindest regards to Bob 

Fondest love 
Your loving brother 

Don’t get it into your head that we’re worried at all. We’re all as happy as 
larks. 

17th October 1915 A Letter from Richard to his Mother 

17th October 
Dear Mother 
  I’ve just had a letter from Maggie + she says it’s from you as well - a 
nice long letter it was too.  I don’t know when I shall post this letter but 
I’m going to wait till I can get one of the green envelopes + send it then. You 
see our own officers reading our letters + when using the green envelopes one 
is on one’s honour not to write anything he shouldn’t. 

Honestly speaking on the whole, I’ve had a pretty good time since we came 
here. If the Halton boys write home complaining a lot they are exaggerating 
they  to do all they can for us. Fancy the morning after me came out of 
the trenches---we were in a pretty state after a week there - we were 
marched to the nearest town + had a hot bath and a clean change of under 
clothing. 
It was a bit of an experience in the trenches. One is pretty safe if he keeps 
his head well down, behind the parapet. There’s always a certain amount of 
danger of course but bless you, it’s nothing. 

One thing that always troubled me a bit, before we came here, was whether 
I’d funk at all under fire. To my great surprise it’s never even excited me the 
least bit. Instead of fear, my chief feeling has been anger with the bounder 
who fired at me. One ducks when the bullets whizz by as a matter of habit--
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-but one feels an ass for doing so. The other day after a big bombardment by
our fellows I’d have given anything if they’d let us fire + over the parapet at
the beggars.  You’ve no need at all to think I’m miserable or unhappy. Why, I
do more laughing than ever I did + I was always pretty good at that.  I hear
you’re sending me a parcel.  It’s nice to get parcels of course but I’m not
really short of anything.
In one of his letters Tom reminded me of his fondness for curios—Well I
could let him have a cart load - if I could get them home but that is
impossible -- lumps of shells  + there are some tolerably big lumps too.
Our guns are giving them socks while I’m writing this.  There’s one battery
just by here + they are kicking up a row.  The shells on their way sound just
like a railway train.

I’m sorry for the poor people who live about here. Poor beggars they have 
suffered.  Everywhere one looks is a scene of desolation. Houses and farms in 
ruins, churches battered to pieces with shellfire.  We go in the cottages at 
night to drink coffee and chat with the old people.  Sergeant Dick is a prime 
favourite with a lot of them.  I never drank as much coffee in my life. They 
make jolly good coffee too. The people work in the fields taking no notice of 
shells or anything.  

I wish I could tell you all that’s happening here but most of it will have to 
wait till I come home again. I don’t think that will be very long. The enemy 
will go smash soon as sure as I’m alive.  Won’t we have a time when I come 
back.  Glad to hear you all had a run to Warrington.   I hear from Gladys 
practically every day. 

I had a nice letter from Edith Smith + one enclosed from Eric, Alice + Tom 
also,  I’ve heard from especially Alice.  Of course Maggie  - has sent me two 
lots of cigs. We are supplied with a few cigs here as our issue. 

Well, I think I’ve rambled on long enough. 

You’ll be getting tired of reading all this. 
  Good night all. 
Fondest love to all 

Your loving son 
Dick xx 

Gladys	Hall	was	Richard’s	girlfriend.	
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22nd October 1915 A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

22nd October, 1915 
My dear Sister, 
           You’ll think it about time you heard from me I guess. I’ve not had 
much time for letter writing lately but don’t get it into your head that I’ve 
been forgetting you at all. 

I sincerely hope that you, Will, + Freda are doing well. I’m better than I was. 
Well, we’ve been out of England a little over a month now. I can’t tell you 
where we are, but I might say I’m writing this scrawl, about 150 yds or so 
away from the enemy. This is our third spell in the trenches. The first time 
we came in just for 24hrs, to gain experience I suppose. The second time we 
came in for a week, + this time I don’t know how long we shall stay. When 
out of the trenches, we live in some shell-ruined farm buildings not many 
hundred yards behind the firing line. The enemy liven us up there at intervals 
with shells. 
While we’re in the trenches, their snipers are the chief danger it’s not safe to 
show a limb---They’re wicked. However nobody troubles-- We kid them plenty, 
with dummies, caps on sticks etc. 

By the way my address is as before, only just put British Expeditionary Force. 
No place at all. It’s a desolate place about here-- behind the trenches I mean. 
Ruined villages, farmhouses, churches in ruins, poverty-stricken looking people, 
+ all sorts. They’ve certainly felt the effects of the war here. It’s awkward
writing because we’re not allowed to tell much.

My yarns will have to wait till I’m home again, I hope it won’t be long but---
------- I’m afraid it won’t be yet a while. However I’m as happy as a cricket 
here + don’t care if it snows, so to speak. I can’t tell you anything about 
casualties but up to now, no-one you know in our lot has been hit. 
Plenty of souvenirs of the war about here but nobody notices them- they’re 
too plentiful. 

Well, I’ll sign off now- will write again when I’ve the chance-Fondest love to 
you + Will, + lots of kisses for Freda. 

Your loving brother   Dick 
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28th October 1915 A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 
28th Nov. 

My dear sister, 
Hope you don’t think I’m neglecting you + not thinking about you, 

because I don’t write oftener. Not a bit of it. I’m often wondering how you, 
Will, + Freda are going on. I’m in the best of health here + we’re not having 
such a bad time after all.  Of course it’s a hard rough life but I must be a 
wee bit harder + tougher than they thought at home, for I can stick it all 
right + keep “merry + bright” as usual. 

We’re doing another spell in the trenches, with our friends the Huns about 
150yds or so away. We leave the trenches tomorrow for a few days. The 
weather this time has been.  It’s been a pretty quiet week-- when I say quiet 
I don’t mean as regards noise. The artillery on both sides have been active 
enough. They make a terrible din but we’ve got pretty well used to it. 
Our artillery gave them socks last Wednesday. There’s a town just behind the 
German lines + I should think it’s nearly blown to pieces by now. Our shells 
went screaming over our heads in dozens + lumps of the town were flying in 
all directions. We give the Huns about five shells to their one. 

Of course they make us feel a wee bit uncomfortable at times---especially 
when their “whizz-bangs” drop about our trenches. We’ve had them bursting a 
few yards from us several times. Of course we’ve lost a fair number of men, 
but all the boys you know are all right up to now.  I am in the same “dug-
out” as Vic + Wal Dunbebin. 

They’ve been doing a lot of shelling aeroplanes lately.  I think I told you I 
saw people bring a German machine gun down, a short time ago. While I have 
been writing this we had an order to turn out + stand in the trench with our 
gas helmets ready – but it must have been a false alarm for we were soon 
ordered to stand down again.  I’m off duty just at present.  My duty at night 
is to see that the sentries are alert + to sent up lights at intervals to light 
up the ground between the trenches. 

Well I’ll ping off now + get on duty.  All at home were well when I heard 
last.  Fondest love to you + Will + a big kiss for Freda. 

Your loving brother 
Dick  

XXXXXXXX  X For Freda 
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16th January 1916 A Letter from Richard to his sister Elizabeth 

16th Jan 
My dear Sister, 

Just a scrawl. Sorry I haven’t had time to write but I’ve 
been “some” busy. Hope that you, Will, + Freda are well. I’m top-
hole absolutely in the pink.  Haven’t much news. This is such a quiet 
peaceful life. 

It’s been very lively round here lately. In fact it’s the warmest 
part of the Western front just now -  chiefly artillery. I’ve been 
acting Q.M.S. (Quarter Master Sergeant) for our company this 
fortnight-- seeing after rations, clothing, etc.  

I haven’t been living in the trenches but have to go up each day 
with the transport, taking the stuff. It’s a lively journey. The 
Huns usually shell the roads.  It’s dark when we return - we have 
to walk back - and we have to lie down flat at intervals while the 
machine guns have a go.  

However I’ve batted all right up to now + hope to be seeing “the 
old folks at home” within three weeks - I expect to go home on 
pass. I can assure you I’m going to be “the cautious Kid” till that 
happy event has come off.   

Our batt. is at full strength again, having had two drafts from the 
old country. 

Sorry I haven’t anything very interesting to tell you - but you know 
what a quiet place this is. Just like being at home. 

Well, I’ll get off to sleep 
Goodnight all, 

Fondest love to all + big kisses 
for Freda 

Your loving brother 
Dick 

xxxxx  xxx  xxxxx xx  x 
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1st May 1916    Richard’s Last Letter to his sister which was written the day he 
died. 

1st May 1916 
My dear Sister, 
           Was pleased to receive your letter yesterday + to hear that things 
were all right your way.  I’m in the pink – never better. So sorry I haven’t 
written you for so long.  Haven’t had very much chance in fact. Had a week or 
so in hospital – nothing serious – only flue.  While there I didn’t get much 
chance to write.   

It’s a lively spot in the line we’ve struck this time.  The last place was 
“some” warm but it was like home to this.  Suppose you’ll have heard the 
news about Vic + Walr Dunbabin.  Neither wounds are serious.  Youd is in 
hospital with nerves – shell shock.  The Hun have all sorts of presents for 
us here – bombs, trench mortars and shells of all descriptions.  Hope they 
don’t keep us here long, we’ll be minus if they do. Mining is the worse thing.  
It certainly puts the fear of god into a fellow when a mine goes up.  There’s 
generally a scrap for the crater which is formed.  Sorry I am not able to tell 
you what is actually happening – We’re not allowed to tell very much.  Anyway 
I shall certainly be glad when it’s all over + can get home again.  It’s awful 
to see the crowds of wounded coming down from the trenches. 

However, don’t image we’re miserable at all among it.  We’re not.  All the same, 
it’s far healthier at home.  Well I’ll close down now with fondest love to 
you, Will + Freda. 

Your loving brother 
Dick X 



© JL

Monday 8th May 1916   A Letter sent by Richard’s sister Margaret to her sister 
Alice after Richard’s Death. 

Halton 
      Runcorn 

Monday May 8th 19 16 
Dear Lizzie 
 How shall I tell you the dreadful news that we had yesterday. 
Our dear Richard was killed last Monday. 

I know you will be dreadfully upset but you must try + bear up 
as well as you can.  It is worse for you being so far from us all. 
Mother has not had any word at all direct but Walter Barrow + 
John Haddock have both written home about it.  I will copy 
Walter’s letter + you will see what he says.  Mrs Barrow went up 
+ told Mrs Greenham.  Mr. Greenham was the first to break it to
mother but he only told her he was wounded.  He thought it best
not to tell her the worst all at once.

Arthur Looker cycled over to Ince for me+ we got here just after 
four oclock.  Mother did not know the truth until then.  There is 
no need to tell you what a blow it is to mother + father + indeed 
everyone who knew him.  Jack Cox cycled to the Asylum yesterday 
afternoon to tell Tom. 

I wrote + told Alice + Edith.  Poor girls I expect they know by 
now. I wrote to Mr. Hall + left it to him to tell Gladys.  She will 
be in great trouble.  Mother had quite a cheery letter from him 
last week + we cannot realise that we shall not see him again. 

Father is only middling in health + this will ot help him any. 

The 10th Ches: are in a very dangerous part of the line.  We don’t 
know quite where but it is a part that the British have recently 
taken over from the French. 

Well Lizzie it is no use saying any more.  It is cruel for you to 
have to read such bad news, but we cannot let you know any other 
way + we know you would not like us to keep anything from you. 
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We hope that you + Willie + dear little Freda are well.  Mother 
sends her dear love + says you must not give way any more than 
you can help but try + bear up.  Fondest love from all 

Your loving sister 

8nd May 1916 Walter Barrow’s letter, informing his own mother of Richard’s 
Death  which Margaret copied to her sister Lizzie 

2nd May 1916 
Dear Mother 
I have very bad news to tell you again and far worse than last time, it will 
cause great sorrow in Halton + that is Dick Newport was killed last night. 

He was going up to the trenches when the Germans started shelling. 
They sent threes over at once + they ran out of the way of the first shell 
right into the second one. 

It burst about 20 yds off them + struck poor Dick in several places + as it 
was a big shell he had not much chance.  It struck him chiefly in the 
stomach.  He only lived a short time after.  He will be buried this afternoon 
at the fort on the hill in a cemetery where all our lads that get knocked down 
are buried. 

It will be a great shock to those at home.  I should think it will nearly kill 
his mother also his girl.  It was a great shock to me when I heard.  I had 
only been talking to him a few minutes before he went up. 

I do not know where Vic or Wally are.  I have never heard from them since 
they went away.  We are going in the trenches again tonight for another 6 days. 
I don’t suppose I shall be able to write until I come out again but I will 
send you a card or two so that you will not get anxious.  I got the parcel 
alright yesterday, thanks very much for it.  I don’t think we shall be long at 
this place for our Division has lost heavily.  I think it is one of the hottest 
places on the whole line. 

Well no more at present.  Give my love to all at home + excuse scribble.  I 
am in a hurry as it is teatime + I must pack up soon for the trenches.   
Your loving son 

Walter xxxxxx 
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9th May 1916 A Letter to Mr & Mrs Newport from Arthur S Lindsay, the Head 
Teacher of the school in Widnes where Richard worked  

“Newholme” 
Oxford Road 

Runcorn 
9th May 1916 

Dear Mr + Mrs Newport 
Mrs Lindsay + I were much distressed to hear the report on Sunday morning 
that Richard had fallen in the War, but hopes for his safety + welfare were 
raised during the day when we were informed that no official intimation had 
been communicated to you. 

We have hoped + prayed during the last two days that the better news would 
come through + our thoughts have been ever with you dear Mr + Mrs 
Newport, in those hours of intense strain, anxiety + expectancy which must 
have been yours. And although we have been saying must fervently “If it be 
possible let this cup pass from me” I learn that we now have to utter 
reluctantly and with heartfelt sorrow “Thy will not mine be done” 

Words sound hollow and the world seems hard as we sit + meditate on the 
loss of the dearly loved one, and we can only find comfort, consolation and 
strength to endure the heavy burden by resting on our Lord and Saviour who 
made the Great Sacrifice for us all. 

 I’m looking back my mind turns vividly to those chats which we teachers had 
together, immediately after war broke out, and I remember well the 
earnestness with which your son discussed his duty and his determination to 
serve his Country in the hour of need.  To me and to the boys and teachers 
of the School he served so excellently there comes from across the water 
the echo “He gave his life for his friends” 

With heavy heart I convey to the boys of the Parish Church School this 
morning the loss which we have all sustained.  The silent sorrow was very 
marked, and I wish to express to you on behalf of the Teachers + boys our 
deepest sympathy and heart felt grief. 

We sang the beautiful hymn which begins:- “Fight the good fight with all thy 
might  Christ is thy strength + Christ thy right”  and which ends with those 
soothing and comforting words for those in sorrow and distress “Faint not 
nor fear His arms are near He changeth not and thou art dear” 
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I shall miss Mr Newport from the staff of our school more than words can 
express not only for his quiet, cheerful and lovable disposition but also as a 
true and staunch friend and worthy colleague who had a high sense of his 
duty and rendered excellent services to the school. 

Mrs Lindsay joins me, dear Mr + Mrs Newport in again expressing our most 
sincere + heartfelt sympathy.  Believe me 

Yours very sincerely 
Arthur S Lindsay 

10th May 1916 A letter to Mrs Newport from Emma Hankinson on behalf of the 
Mothers Meeting 

Church House 
Runcorn 

May 10th 1916 
Dear Mrs Newport 
 The mothers belonging to the Parish Church Mothers’ Meeting request me 
to write to you to express their deepest sympathy in your great sorrow of 
losing your son.  Their boys were taught by him and he was greatly loved and 
respected by them 

 Their sympathy for you was so very deep and sincere.  We all trust that 
God will comfort you and help you bear up.  I am sure you have the 
sympathy of all Runcorn. 

 Your son has died a glorious death.  “ Great love hath no man than this 
that a man lay down his life for his friend.” 

With my sympathy + prayers 
Believe me 
     Yours very sincerely 

Emma Hankinson 
On behalf of the Mothers’ Meeting 
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10th May 1916 A Letter from Richard’s sister Edith to their sister Lizzie 

15 Tyrer St. 
Birkenhead 

May 10th 1916 
My Dear Sister 
         Before you read this you will have heard the sad news about poor Dick 
from Maggie.  Isn’t it too dreadful.  Poor Mother and Father.  I do not know 
how they will ever get over it, they were so proud of him, we all were but it 
must be worse for them and for you poor girl how I feel for you in your 
home so far away but I do hope you will bear up as well as you can and do 
not grieve too much.  I shall never forget Monday when I got Maggie’s letter 
telling me.  It came just before the children went to school, poor kiddies 
they are terribly upset.  I expect Freda will be if you have told her.  I 
wouldn’t tell her if I was you not just yet anyhow. 

Fred did not know until he came home at night because if I had gone to let 
him know at noon he would not have done any more work he would have been 
too upset so when he came home I was ready to go home.  I could not wait 
till morning, they managed very nicely until next night without me.  I got the 
7pm train from Lime St and got home about ½ past 8.  It was a sad 
homecoming but I felt better after I had seen them poor Darlings they felt it 
terribly, but are bearing their trouble so bravely. If anyone deserves the 
Victoria Cross they do.  Fancy Mother was knitting socks for the soldiers in 
the afternoon she is thinking of others even now.  It is better for her to be 
doing something + poor Maggie was very ill in the night.  It had been a terrible 
strain on her having to break the news to them at home and writing to 
everybody and trying to hide her feelings.  She had a fainting attack but she 
was better in the morning and came down to Runcorn with me at night.  
Mother lent me the money to get a costume and Hat.  She thought it would 
be better for me to get it while Maggie could help me to choose.  Mother had 
a lovely letter from Mrs Gliddon, also one from Alice Ellam and there was one 
from Mr Hall, his was beautiful it seemed to do one good to read it ( I 
expect you will get a copy of it sometime) but one sentence in it I remember 
I keep it in my mind and it makes me feel better something he said.  Poor 
Mother, poor Father, Poor Sisters and poor Brother but then on the other 
hand what a gain for Dick.  No more sorrow, no more weeping, no more pain.  
Dear girl we must think of that, he has gone to a better land, all his troubles 
are over and when Father and Mother leave us they will be going to him instead 
of leaving him behind. 
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Alice was going home today.  I was hoping she would have been able to get 
yesterday but she could not.  Poor Gladys my heart aches for her, she is 
now broken hearted.  Well dearest we must not grieve too much.  I hope Will, 
Freda and yourself are in good health as we are at present except my eyes 
which have been giving me a lot of trouble again.  I have ulcers on both of 
them and am attending St Pauls Hospital twice a week but they are much 
better than they have been.  I have not got new teeth in yet but I hope to get 
them next week.  I had the impression taken a week last Monday. Mr Greenham 
is going to have a Memorial service in Halton Church next Sunday week 

11th May 1916   A Letter from Richard’s sister Margaret to their sister Elizabeth. 

14 Mount Pleasant 
Elton 

Chester 
Thurs: May 11th 1916 

Dear Lizzie I came back here tonight – Have been at Halton since Sunday aft: 
I know you are wondering how Mother is ……. Up.  Well really Lizzie she is 
wonderful, so brave but oh it is hard to see her.  We know she is feeling just 
heartbroken + Father too.  You know he never says much. 

They are both so proud of Dick + to think they will never see him again seems 
too much to bear. A young man who was with him has written to Gladys + 
told her that he lived one hour but that he was unconscious all the time.  So 
we have the consolation of knowing that he did not suffer.  He was acting 
Quarter Master Sergt. At the time + was in charge of rations being taken to 
the trenches.  Mother has had no word sent her yet + it seems so strange.  
But the Captain told J Haddock that he was writing to Dick’s parents. 

The company went into the trenches the night after he was killed + there is 
no telling what happened to the officer to hinder him writing.  But there is a 
doubt on the matter.  I wish we could think there was.   

He died 1st May in the evening + was buried the following afternoon.  Mother 
has had such beautiful letters of sympathy + it is nice to know how highly 
he was respected. 
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I will as soon as ever I have time to write you a copy of all or nearly all the 
letters that have been sent to her.  Mother seems to find comfort in reading 
them + I know you will like to read them too.   

There is a special Memorial in the Church a Week next Sunday 21st May in the 
evening + one at Chapel in the morning.  Mrs Hall + Gladys came to mother’s 
yesterday afternoon.  Poor Gladys I do feel sorry for her.  She and mother 
were upset at first.  Gladys seems to be keeping up very well but is very very 
quiet + looks very poorly.  I know she is just heart broken like mother but 
tries to control herself for the sake of those about her.  We all feel so 
sorry for you Lizzie but we know Willie will be a comfort to you.  Poor little 
Freda – she thought a lot of her “Uncle Dik” 

Edith came home on Monday night 
Goodnight M 

Thanks for the letter received tonight. 
Mother and I went to Runcorn on Thursday morning + got suited nicely.  
Mother got a coat that wanted no altering except the sleeves shortening a bit 
Letter from L Woods this afternoon 

Friday evening 
I went back on Tuesday night Alice came for the day on Wednesday.  I am 
going again tomorrow for another few days. 

I am thankful that I can go.  I hardly know what I wrote to you on Monday. 

Try not to fret too much – When we think of the terrible times the boys are 
going through sometimes we feel that it is a mercy he is out of it all.   I 
wish you could see Mother.  I know you would feel much more satisfied if 
you could see how brave she is. 

Of course she often has to have a good weep but that does her more good 
than harm.  Father was not very well before + you will know that this has 
made him feel badly.  He looks very white.  He did not go to work on Monday 
but he has done a few hours each day since.  I am glad to say they are both 
trying their best to eat + when I came away they were having better nights. 

So don’t worry about them + and keep your heart up as much as possible. 
Mother says I must ask you not to be too unhappy for Will’s sake + it 
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would so upset poor little Freda.  I must finish in a hurry so that Bob will 
post for me.  Fondest love to all 

Margaret Lightfoot 

12th May 1916  A Letter from Thomas Lyon Hall to Richard’s sister Mrs. 
Margaret Lightfoot.  Margaret then forwarded it to her sister 
Elizabeth. 

2A Fir Road. Waterloo 
May 5th 1916 

Dear Mrs Lightfoot 
Our hearts went right out to you in receipt of Lance 

Corporal Worrall’s letter to Glad but I refrained from writing because I felt 
there was just the possibility of doubt in the news it contained but from 
what you say all hope is gone. 

Poor mother poor father poor sisters and brother what a loss to you all, but 
fortunately on the other hand what a gain to Dick.  “ No more sorrow no ore 
weeping no more pain’ “ A hero’s death for a noble cause so willingly + freely 
undertaken.  I will still remember him in my prayers + feel at our table that 
he is still with us in spirit. 

I hope we will be able to persuade Gladys to go over + see all but just at 
present she is too broken hearted. 

May God in his tender mercy be with you all is our united prayer 
From 
Yours very sincerely 

J L Hall 
Dear Lizzie 

I think I sent you this before but not sure 
M.
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12th May 1916 A Letter from Richard’s Commanding Officer Sergeant Major Coy 
informing Richard’s parents of his death 

12th May 1916 

Dear Mrs Newport 
No doubt by now you will have heard of the sad news of your son 

15793 Sergt. R Newport who was killed on the 1st inst. 

It came as a great shock to me as I have lost one of the best NCOs in my 
Company. 
Please excuse my delay in writing as we have had such a rough time of it 
lately.  We have had only come out of the trenches two nights ago + again in 
this time I lost another Sergeant, he leaves a wife + two children. 

I hope the way inn which he died will be consoling to you as he was doing his 
duty to God, King + Country + what more honourable could it be, than to die 
such a noble death. 

He was buried in a quiet burial ground along with others of his brave 
comrades.  Sergeant Haddock + other fellow Sergeants conveyed him to his 
last resting place. 

Please accept my deepest sympathy also that of the officers, NCOs +men in 
your sad bereavement.  I remain 

Yours Sincerely 
     H Mason Coy Sgt Major 

D Coy  10/Cheshires 
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Monday May 15th 1916    Letter sent to Richard by his sister Elizabeth who was 
unaware that he had already been Killed in Action 

Box 110 Shelburne 
Ontario 
Canada 
Monday 

 May 15th 1916 
My dear Brother 

Forgive me not writing to you for so long, but it isn’t 
because I have not thought of at all, for we are always thinking or talking 
about you.  I do hope Dick that you are well.  I was pleased to have a 
couple of cards, one saying you got the parcel.  I must get to work + send 
another one to you. 

We are at last having some fairly decent weather, it has been a cold wet spring 
so far + farmers are very much behind with their spreading etc. 

Freda is well, she is outside just now with her skipping rope.  I wish you 
could see her she looks so nice (although I do say It) she has on a white 
skirt + white middy + a big blue bow in her hair. 

Tuesday May 16th  
Dear Dick I have just received your letter written on May 1st.  I am afraid you 
are having a tough time of it, but I pray that God will bring you safely 
through + that the war will soon be over.  I was sorry to hear you had been 
sick with the flue.  I had not heard about Vic + Walworth until you told me, 
poor fellows, I do hope it is not serious with them + that Youd will get over 
his sickness. 

Will keeps getting a little to do, the weather has been so bad that everything 
late this spring.  I think he will have enough to keep him going this summer 
perhaps he will not need much in the building line.  He may have to don the 
Kings Uniform before the summer is over it’s hard to say. 

I am going out to plant seeds in the garden this afternoon.  Freda of course 
wants a garden of her own.  I got two Cheshire Observers from Tom today. 
The Cheshires and the Welsh Fusiliers must be suffering heavily.  Freda 
sends her love + says she hopes you will soon be home again with Grandma. 
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I often wish that we were nearer Halton for many things.  Will sends his love 
+ best wishes, he is always going to write to you.

Goodbye my dear brother, my fondest love + kind thoughts for you + prayers 
that you may be brought safely through this terrible war +speed to get home 
safe 

Your loving + affectionate Sister 
Lizzie Chubbe 

Monday May 15th 1916    Letter sent by Richard’s sister Margaret to her sister Alice 
after Richard’s Death. 

Dear Alice 
I expect you are wondering how we are going on here.  Mother was glad to 
hear from you.  Father keeps doing a bit of work but is only middling.  Mother 
was poorly yesterday.  She had a letter from J Haddock on Sat:  A very nice 
letter.  He was at Dick’s funeral + with 3 other Sergt carried him. 

On Sat: afternoon a young man from Runcorn named Banner came to see 
mother.  He is on leave and was with Dick when it happened.  He helped carry 
him to the dressing station. 

Uncle Tom + Florrie came the same afternoon.  Our Tom gets here soon 
after 5 o’clock  +I got here at ¼ to five.  I cycled.  I sent you a paper last 
night.  Moores have not sent all I ordered but I am going back from Runcorn 
Station tonight + I will call about them.  Halls are coming next Sunday.  
There is a Memorial Service in Chapel the same day in the morning. 

Tom is going to try to get Bob his armlet on Sat: He passed the Dr all right. 
They told him he would probably be called up in two months.  There is no 
news at all but I knew you would be anxious. 

I am going back tonight + shall come back on Wed: + stay over the weekend. 
Father + Mother send their love 

Your loving sister 
Margaret. 
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Tuesday May 16th 1916 Letter to Richard’s sister Lizzie from their sister Alice 

36 Willowtree Rd 
Altrincham 

Tuesday 16 May 
My Dear Lizzie 

You will have had our sad news from Maggie that our Dick has given 
his life for his country + died a hero’s death.  You would I know be terribly 
upset as we all were.  I went home Wed last.  I must say they all are very 
brave, but my heart ached for Father + mother + they are so patient, no 
complaining.  Mother has to break down now + then.  Maggie is of great 
comfort to them.  Mrs Hall + Gladys came in the afternoon, they were 
terribly distressed, Poor Gladys she was devoted to Dick. 

I am sending you a letter I had this morning which will tell you all they have 
heard since I was at home.  Its comforting to know he was given a funeral 
where his fellow sergeants were able to carry him to his resting place + that 
John Haddock saw him laid to rest.  So many are so injured that its 
impossible for a funeral to be held + so many are never seen again. 

I must not stay now to write more.  I’ve been to Altrincham getting a black 
blouse.  I got a coat + skirt last wk. + I had a hat which wanted the ribbon 
changed. 

Tell Freda she will be proud of Uncle Dick all her life.  Does she remember 
him? 
My love to you all 
Alice 

May 1916 Letter from Margaret to her sister Elizabeth

Dear Lizzie  
Vic Rowe + Wal Dunbebin were slightly wounded the week before.  In a letter 
which mother had from Dick last Tues: he said that they were going on 
alright + did not think they would be sent to England but would soon be 
better. Dick was in hospital that week with influenza. He had been doing  QMS 
work a while ago + according to Walter’s letter it seems as though he must 
have been doing it then + that would be why he was going into the trench that 
night. Part of his duty would be to go up with the rations. 
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May 1916 Letter from Edith to her sister Lizzie 

Fred and I will go on the 2 0 train from Liverpool to Widnes and come back on 
the 20 past nine from Runcorn, I expect you will feel it very much not being 
able to come, and I am very sorry for you, but we must hope the war will 
soon be over and that times will be better and you will be able to save enough 
for a long visit, or else come to stay altogether, wouldn’t that be nice (but I 
forgot you like Canada best) I cannot write any more now dear but I thought 
you would like a line to cheer you up a bit. All join me in fondest love to all 
from your loving and affectionate sister Edith.  

Give Freda lots of kisses. I wish she was here to cheer Grandad and Grandma 
up a bit, but perhaps it will be better for her to come later on, has she 
forgotten us yet, we often talk about her, and one night last week I dreamed 
that you and her walked in.  I saw you so plain. 

24th May 1916 A Letter from Ernest Harrop to Richard’s sister Elizabeth 

74 Gerrard St 
Toronto 

May 24/16 
Dear Mrs Chubbe 
Mrs Davies has just told me of your great trouble in the lost of your 
Brother Dick.  

I cannot tell you how sorry I am for you.  I feel myself that I had known 
him well myself with hearing you talk so much about him and it is as made 
me quite sad to think he should be cut off so young and full of promise. 

But now you must try and bear up under so great a blow and comfort 
yourself with the knowledge that he died for his Country; and doing his duty, 
and will always be loved by them that knew him. 

Now try and look at the best side and do not worry + think too much I know 
it is easy…  to talk and say do this + that.  But do try and not sit thinking and 
make yourself ill and believe me that my thoughts are with you although sad 
ones just now and I hope soon that you will be able to look on the bright 
side and that soon your dark cloud will come out with it’s silver lining. 

Remember me to Will and Believe me to be your Dearest Friend 
Ernest W Harrop 
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21st July 1916    A Letter from Richard’s Mother to his sister Lizzie 

Halton July 21st 1916 
My Dear Lizzie it is a very long time since I wrote to you so I will try to 
write you a few lines.  Thank you for the very nice letters you have sent me.  
You will have heard that Father and I have been staying at Toms and Maggies 
for a bit and I am glad to say we feel better for the change.  Maggie came 
back with us and stayed two nights and I don’t know what we should have 
done without her as we had some papers to fill up and send away.  One was 
to show our claim to dear Dick’s effects which have not yet received so that 
we cannot settle anything until we get his will which should be in what they 
call the small book and the other paper was about getting some allowance 
from the Government which Mr Greenham and others think we ought to get 
for his loss.  We did not think of asking and I don’t think they will make any 
allowance but Mr Greenham is trying for it.  

Maggie went back a week last night it is the first time she has been a week 
without coming home since our great loss.  She will be coming some day next 
week.  Mr and Mrs Withington are going to Eltonfor this weekend. 
Isn’t the war news dreadful. I do wish it was over.  It is too awful to think 
of there are Runcorn and Halton Boys killed and wounded the last week .  It 
is time the awful Bloodshed Cease.  God grant that it will soon.  It is hard 
for our Brave Boys Cut of as they are and such a lot of wounded and crippled 
foor life.   

July 28   Dear Lizzie I will try and finish this tonight.  I started it a week 
ago but I have not felt like writing.  Am glad to say both Father and I are 
keeping better.  Maggie came on Wednesday Night and went back on Thursday 
night.  Bob went to report himself at Chester on Monday but he was sent 
back.  They will send him notice when he has to go.  He is still working at 
Elton 

Dear Lizzie we are keeping up as well as we can but it does seem hard to 
know that we shall never see our dearly Loved Boy again and I know how your 
sisters loved him and so did Tom and I have felt for you all in your grief and 
dear little Freda she did love her Uncle Dick.  I often wish we could have a 

talk together.  I shall have to try and talk to you in letters.  I cannot write a 
long one this time I shall write to Mrs Banks.  Vic had mislaid her letter but 
I have found it how it.  It was so kind of her to write to me and to hear 
how kind she had been to you.  I hope Will is better he had a head cold.  

Now with fond love to all from your ever loving mother E Newport 
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May 1916 Letter from Clara Hill to Mrs Clubbe May 1916 after Richard’s death. 

My dear Mrs Chubbe 
I do not ………  when I can walk to see you but I want to 

tell you how I sympathise with you in your trouble.  Indeed I feel that word 
may come to any ………. 
I was out yesterday in a short walk today I am laid up.  I am to horridly 
week.  I called to see Miss ……… Lesley.  She is sick with this horrid cold, 
feels miserable + to much to do before the 8 piece  I think if the weather 
would remain decently   …..  might all feel better.  I told her sometime ago it 
was impossible for her to glue the address of ………..  I ………..  depend ……… at 
all.  I will come + see you as soon as I can 
With much love 
Clara Hill 
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NORMAN BEARDMORE  
CLASS OF 1909 

 

 

BIRTH 

Norman Beardmore was born around March 1889 to Frederick (34) and Emily (31) 
Beardmore of 89, Oxford Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire. He had an elder brother, Ralph, 
who was aged five at the time.  According to the Census, Frederick was an equine 
blacksmith – presumably shoeing horses. 

 

EARLY LIFE 

By the 1901 census, the family had moved to 15, Cook St., Prescot, Lancashire, but 
Frederick is recorded as being a widower, his wife Emily having died a few years earlier. 
Norman was aged 11 at the date of the census and his brother Ralph was 16. Norman 
attended Prescott Grammar School, starting there in 1900. 

 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Norman attended Chester College, leaving in 1909 as a certified teacher and by 1911 
Norman, aged 21, was living as a lodger at Church St., Haswell, Co. Durham. 

 

MARRIAGE 

Norman was married to Marion Gunn by special licence on Christmas Eve 1914 at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. At the time of marriage, Norman was recorded as being in the 
Royal Engineers, having joined up on 8th September, 1914 and also of Shotton Colliery 
Boys School, Durham – the school he was employed by before enlisting. However, 
Norman is recorded as being a clerk there and so may not have actually been a 
teacher. His wife, Marion, was an MA and employed by Sacriston Girls’ School, 
Durham.  

They were married for just four months before Norman enlisted in the Army, never to 
return home. 
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ARMY SERVICE 

Norman joined the 447th Company of the Royal Engineers, part of 2nd Northumbrian 
Regiment, as a sapper (private), service no 1329. On February, 10th 1915 he was made 
a temporary Lance Corporal. He embarked for France in April 1915, arriving there on 
18th.  The Royal Engineers (REs) designed and built the frontline fortifications, creating 
cover for the infantry and positions for the artillery. It was in the hands of the technically 
skilled REs to develop responses to chemical and underground warfare and, without the 
REs, the infantry and artillery would have soon been powerless, as they maintained 
their weapons. The REs maintained the railways, roads, water supply, bridges and 
transport – allowing supplies to the armies. They operated the railways and inland 
waterways, maintained wireless, telephones and other signalling equipment, making 
sure communications existed. The REs grew into a large and complex organisation.  By 
1st August, 1914 the RE consisted of 1,056 officers, 10,394 men of the regular army and 
Special Reserve, plus another 513 and 13,127 respectively serving with the REs of the 
Territorial Force. 

The 2nd Northumbrian Field Company, Royal Engineers served with 50th Northumbrian 
Division, part of the Territorial Force, later being redesignated 447th (2nd Northumbrian) 
Field Company. They had just departed for their annual summer camp when war broke 
out, and they were at once recalled to their home base. The 50th division was mobilised 
for war service on the 5th August, 1914 and took up their allotted positions on the Tyne 
defences by mid August 1914. In April, they proceeded to France concentrating in the 
area of Steenvoorde just as the German army attacked Ypres, using poison gas for the 
first time. The 50th Division was rushed into the battle. They saw action in The Battle of St 
Julien, The Battle of Frezenburg Ridge and The Battle of Bellewaarde Ridge. On 18th 
May, 1915, 447 Company was repairing wire on the trench parapets near Ypres, when 
Norman was wounded having been shot in the back. He was moved the next day to No 5 
Cavalry Field Ambulance but died from his wounds on 20th May 1915 and is buried at 
Hazebrouck Military Cemetery, aged just 25. His widow, Marion, is recorded as being 
entitled to an Army pension of 10 shillings (50p) per week! 

  Hazebrouck Cemetery      Norman Beardmore’s Headstone  



 

POST MORTEM 

Lance Corporal Beardmore was awarded the British War and Victory Medals together with the 
Star Medal, and his effects, to the sum of £2 7s 2d (about £2.36), were delivered to his wife, 
Marion Beardmore of Prospect House, Sacriston, Durham. 

Norman Beardmore’s Medal Card 

The 1914 Star (Pip) 

This bronze medal award was authorized by King George V in April 1917 for those who had 
served in France or Belgium between 5th August, 1914 and midnight on 22nd November, 1914 
inclusive.  

The British War Medal, 1914–18 (Squeak) 

The silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and men of the British and Imperial Forces 
who either entered a theatre of war or entered service overseas between 5th August, 1914 and 
11th November, 1918 inclusive.  

The Allied Victory Medal (Wilfred) 

It was decided that each of the allies should issue their own bronze victory medal with a similar 
design, similar equivalent wording and identical ribbon. The front depicts a winged classical 
figure representing victory. 

 Star medal  British War Medal   Victory Medal 

 “Pip”  “Squeak” “Wilfred” 

Pip, Squeak and Wilfred are the affectionate 
names given to the three WW1 campaign medals – 
The 1914 Star or 1914–15 Star, British War Medal 
and Victory Medal respectively.  



 



FRANK NORMAN BILLINGTON CLASS OF 1909 

BIRTH 

Frank Norman Billington was born in 1888 to George and Elizabeth Billington of Coppenhall, Cheshire. 
George was a steam engine fitter. Frank was baptised on 23rd September 1888 in Coppenhall, but by the 
time of the 1891 census the family were living at 146 Avon St., Chorlton on Medlock, Manchester. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1901 census the family had moved to 32 Manchester Road, Dunham Massey, where 
George is recorded as being a mechanical engineer. Frank was aged 12 at the time. There was also a 
younger son, Edward, aged eight. 

By 1911, the family had moved again to Gladstone Road, Altrincham where George was now a Linotype 
fitter. Frank, aged 22, was by now a teacher, as was his younger sister, Christine, aged 20. 
 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Frank attended the Seamon's Moss School, Oldfield Brow (where he is also commemorated on a memorial), 
Lymm Grammar School and Chester College.  He obtained a distinction in five subjects, leaving Chester 
College in 1909 as a qualified Teacher. He then spent a year at Salford Royal Technical Institute, later 
becoming the Mathematics and Geography Teacher at Central School, Ashfield Road, Sale. 

MILITARY 

At the time Frank enlisted on 11th November, 1914 he was living with his father George at Cartref, Oldfield 
Road, Altrincham, Cheshire. He was 26.  

Frank enjoyed several rapid promotions: firstly to Lance Corporal (without pay) on 26th November, 1914; 
then to 2nd Corporal on 18th December, 1914; on to full Corporal on 26th February, 2015, then sergeant on 
19th March, 1915. All of these positions were in the Army Ordinance Corps. Frank then transferred to the 
Royal Air Corps. 

Frank saw action as an observer in a two-seater bi-plane flying reconnaissance and bombing missions 
behind enemy lines. By now he was a Lieutenant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal Aircraft Factory R.E.8 was a British two-seat biplane of the First World War. Intended as a 
replacement for the vulnerable B.E.2, the R.E.8 was much more difficult to fly, and was regarded with great 



suspicion at first in the Royal Flying Corps. Although eventually it gave reasonably satisfactory service, it 
was never an outstanding combat aircraft. In spite of this, the R.E.8 served as the standard British 
reconnaissance and artillery spotting aircraft from mid-1917 to the end of the war, serving alongside the 
rather more popular Armstrong Whitworth F.K.8. Over 4,000 R.E. 8s were eventually produced and they 
served in most theatres including Italy, Russia, Palestine and Mesopotamia, as well as the Western Front 
(https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Royal_Aircraft_Factory:_R.E.8). 

LEST WE FORGET 

The 11/12/1917 edition of the local newspaper reports that Frank has been wounded and was in hospital at 
the front. When he had recovered, he returned into service flying in the Royal Air Corps. 

Frank’s plane, C2442 12 Squadron, piloted by Lt T.H. Jacques, was believed to have been shot down in 
flames behind enemy lines on 30th September, 1918. The aircraft was shot over Crevecoure, probably by 
Ltn Henkel, Jasta 37, of the German air force. 

Frank was reported as missing to begin with but then declared “Died in Action” 30th September, 1918 aged 
30. A bit more background to the date of their loss is that the British had started an attack on the
Hindenburg Line with the First and Third Armies advancing towards Cambrai on September, 27th. Critical to
its success was the taking of the Canal du Nord. Impossible to storm, the attack depended on a single
concentrated crossing at Moeuvres and III Brigade Corps squadrons assisted with contact patrolling, ground
strafing and artillery shoots. The attack was a success and Cambrai was taken, but 12 Squadron had this
crew shot down in flames, and another two airmen had been wounded three days earlier.

The unit was in the 12th. (Corps) Wing of III Brigade; the crew were on Counter Artillery Patrol at the time of 
their loss.  

POST MORTEM 

Frank is buried at FLESQUIERES HILL BRITISH CEMETERY Grave/Memorial Reference: VI. B. 18. 

For his war service Frank Norman Billington was awarded the British, Victory and Star medals. 

http://www.cwgc.org/dbImage.ashx?id=10319


Frank’s effects in the sum of £398 19s 5d (about £398.97) were sent to his father George of Cartref, Oldfield 
Road, Altrincham. 

OBITUARY 

  Star medal   British War Medal     Victory Medal 

  “Pip” “Squeak” “Wilfred” 



 



JOSEPH BOSTOCK CLASS OF 1909 
BIRTH 

Joseph Bostock was born at Haslington in early 1889, the son of James and Jessie 
Bostock. He was baptised on 3rd February 1889 at Haslington Parish Church. His father, 
James, was a joiner by trade and in 1891 the family, James, his wife Jessie, Joseph 
and his two sisters, Mary and Ellen [Nellie] were living at Brook Terrace, Haslington. 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1901 the family were still living at Haslington, though they had moved to Bold Street. 
James was away on the night of the census, staying at the house of his parents, Joseph 
and Mary Ann Bostock, at The Dingle, Haslington. By the time of the 1911 census the 
family had moved again and were living at 19, Hungerford Terrace, Crewe. Joseph’s 
older sister, Mary, had left home, but he and Nellie were still with their parents. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Joseph was by this date a qualified teacher, having left Chester College in 1909. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Joseph was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion Cheshire 
Regiment and served with “C” Company. Then, in the final quarter of 1917, he married 
Olive May Lakin at Nantwich. In March 1918 he was serving with his Battalion when the 
German Offensive took place.  

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

The final days of Joseph’s life are recorded as extracts from the war diary of 10th 
Battalion Cheshire Regiment 

1st – 10th March 1918  
Training at Achiet-le-Grande 

11th – 12th March 1918 
Battalion working on laying anti-tank minefield in the Lagnicourt and Hirondelle valleys. 

12th – 16th March 1918 
Training resumed 

17th March 1918 at Longeast Wood 
Brigade instructional attack  

18th March 1918  
Digging and wiring parties for support line Beaumetz – Morchies line 



 

20th March 1918 
A warning order was received that the Battalion would relieve the 1st King’s Shropshire 
Light Infantry in the LAGNICOURT sector and parties of officers went forward to 
reconnoitre the line. 

21st March 1918 -Great German Offensive which led to Joseph being reported as 
missing and later killed in action. 
. 

POST MORTEM 

Joseph was awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medals. 

He is buried at Vaulx Hill Cemetery. Vaulx-Vraucourt is a village in the Department of 
the Pas-de-Calais, 6 kilometers north-east of Bapaume.  

Vaulx-Vraucourt village was taken in the spring of 1917, lost (after severe fighting) in 
March 1918, and retaken in the following September. Vaulx Hill Cemetery started with 
just 17 graves of September 1918 (in Plot I, Rows A and B). The rest of the cemetery 
was formed after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the battlefields in the 
immediate neighbourhood and the following smaller cemeteries:- CHAFOURS WOOD 
CEMETERY, Morchies, which contained 17 Australian and five United Kingdom graves 
of 1917. LAGNICOURT AUSTRALIAN CEMETERY, which contained seven Australian 
graves of 1917 and 27 United Kingdom of September 1918. NEW ZEALAND 
CEMETERY No.17, Favreuil, where 22 of the 2nd New Zealand Rifles Brigade were 
buried in August 1918. SUNKEN ROAD CEMETERY, Beaumetz-Les-Cambrai, which 
contained 23 Australian and five United Kingdom graves of May 1917. VRAUCOURT 
CHURCHYARD EXTENSION, which was across the road from the Church and 



 

contained 185 United Kingdom and seven Australian graves of 1917 and 1918 (a 
GERMAN EXTENSION was also removed). The cemetery now contains 856 
Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the First World War. 258 of the burials 
are unidentified but special memorials commemorate 29 casualties known or believed 
to be buried among them, and four others buried in other cemeteries whose graves 
were destroyed by shell fire (https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/vaulx-hill-cemetery.html). 

Joseph’s administration entry in the National Probate Register is shown below. 

OBITUARY 

Extract from the Nantwich Guardian 19th April 1918 



 



JOHN LEONARD CATON CLASS OF 1909 
BIRTH 

John Leonard Caton was born in January 1888 in Isel, Cockermouth, Cumberland. His father, Henry, was 
28 and his mother, Isabella, was 25. He had one sister. Henry was a school master, originally from 
Manchester. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the age of 13 John had moved with his family to 25 Woodland House in Blindcrake, Isel and Redmain 
in Cumberland. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

John attended Chester College and left in 1909. He went on to teach at Childs Hill School in Hendon, 
London. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

John joined the Army on 11th November 1914 and served with the 7th Border Regiment as 17668 Private 
John Leonard Caton.  His attestation papers describe him as 5ft 7in tall and weighing 130 lbs (about 9st 
4lbs). He had blue eyes and brown hair and was 26 years old at the time. On 12th July 1915 he was made 
up to a Lance Corporal.  



 

LEST WE FORGET 

On the night of 7th September 1915, John was part of a bombing party led by a Captain Tailford who 
between them threw 20 bombs into an enemy trench working party “causing much confusion”. 
However this led to John being “killed in action”, as recorded in the war diary of the 7th Border 
Regiment. This was the beginning of a major offensive on Sanctuary Wood where John is buried. 

POST MORTEM 

John was awarded the 1915 Star, British and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 



 

John is buried at Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, Belgium (near to Ypres). Originally, there were three 
British cemeteries in Sanctuary Wood dating from 1915 onwards; however, all three were severely 
damaged during the battle of Mount Sorrel. Two were never subsequently found, but the remnants of 
the third were located, and the current cemetery was based on this earlier one. It was begun in June 
1916 and used throughout the remainder of the war. 

Sanctuary Wood now houses a museum with original trenches and is often visited by school parties. 

 Sanctuary Wood Cemetery  John Leonard Caton’s headstone 



 



HAROLD DAVENPORT CLASS OF 1909 
BIRTH 

Harold Davenport was born on 28th October 1887 at Sutton, a village just outside Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, the third child and eldest son of William and Lucy Ann [Moss] Davenport. Sutton, like 
Macclesfield, was a centre of silk manufacturing and William and his family worked in the silk 
mills for most of their lives. 

EARLY LIFE 

By 1891, the family had moved to Macclesfield itself and were living at 46, Buckley Street. 
William and his eldest daughter, Alice Ann aged 13, were both working in a local silk mill. The 
second daughter, Florence, aged 7, was at school, Harold was 3 years’ old and his younger 
sister, Ethel, was one year old. The family also contained Leonard Simpson, aged 4, who was 
described as a “boarder.” 

In 1901 the family were at 20, Knight Street in East Macclesfield. William was then an 
overlooker at a silk mill, Alice Ann was employed as a silk warper, as was Florence, Harold was 
also working at a silk mill as a piecer. Ethel was still at school and the family had grown with 
the addition of another son, George William, born 1892, Lucy, born 1893, Winnifred, born in 
1897, Hilda born in 1889 and Elsie born just 4 months before the census.  

COLLEGE 

In 1907 Harold Davenport attended Chester College to train as a teacher; he left in 1909. The 
following year he married Florence Kirk Lee at Macclesfield. In 1911 the couple were living at 32, 
Littlewood, Shaw Side, Royton, Oldham. Harold was employed by Oldham Education 
Committee as an assistant teacher in an elementary school, which may have been St Stephen’s. 
According to their census entry the couple had had one child born to their marriage, who had 
subsequently died.  

MILITARY SERVICE 

When the war came Harold attested at Manchester on 20th November 1915, possibly under the 
provisions of the Derby Scheme, as Gunner 92928, Royal Garrison Artillery. On 14th March 1917 
he was sent back from France to go on home leave prior to beginning officer training at Fort 
Brockhurst, Gosport. After completing his training and obtaining his commission, Harold 
served with the 122nd Siege Battery. 

LEST WE FORGET 

He was killed in action on 21st March 1918 at Ribecourt-la-Tour, a village about 10 kilometres 
south-west of Cambrai and his widow was officially notified by telegraph of his death on 29th 



March. Ribecourt-la-Tour had been in British hands until the German spring offensive, which 
started on 21st March when it was re-taken by them in the battle that cost Harold his life.  

 
It appears, from correspondence in his file, that Harold’s body was later identified by a letter 
found on his person and passed on via the German Red Cross. The sender of the letter was 
Harold’s cousin, Edith Pott, who lived at “Zillah” Fence Avenue, Macclesfield. 

 



It appears that the family were never completely happy with the information they were given 
concerning the circumstances surrounding Harold’s death; so much so that his daughter, Edith, 
wrote to the War Office in April 1940 to see if any further clarification was possible even at that 
later date.  

Unfortunately, the War Office could supply nothing more than the bare facts of his death. 



 

 



POST MORTEM 

Harold was awarded the British and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

Harold is commemorated at Pozieres Cemetery in France, between Amiens and Cambrai. 

The Memorial commemorates over 14,000 casualties of the United Kingdom and 300 of the 
South African Forces who have no known grave and who died on the Somme from 21 March to 
7 August 1918. The Corps and Regiments most largely represented are The Rifle Brigade with 
over 600 names, The Durham Light Infantry with approximately 600 names, the Machine Gun 
Corps with over 500, The Manchester Regiment with approximately 500 and The Royal Horse 
and Royal Field Artillery with over 400 names. The memorial encloses POZIERES BRITISH 
CEMETERY, Plot II of which contains original burials of 1916, 1917 and 1918, carried out by 
fighting units and field ambulances  
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JOHN STANLEY CARR 
CHESTER COLLEGE 1908-10 

PRIVATE 3653 10TH KING’S LIVERPOOL SCOTTISH 

SECOND LIEUTENANT NORTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT 

KILLED IN ACTION 

31ST JULY 1917 



 © JL 

JOHN	STANLEY	CARR	
BIRTH	

John Stanley Carr was born on 15th September 1889 in West Derby, Liverpool.  His 
parents John Carr, a baker from Scotland and his mother Amy Carr (née Holmes) who 
was native to Liverpool were living at 49 Minto Street in West Derby at the time.  On 3rd 
November of the same year he was baptised at Christ Church, Kensington in Liverpool.

John Stanley was John and Amy's third son, his brother Arthur Blair Carr being born in 
the first quarter of 1882 and William James Carr on 13th May 1884. 

EARLY	LIFE	

On the 1st October 1897 John Stanley’s sister Amy Holmes Carr is born and the family 
have moved to 1 Sykes Street, Everton.  Four years later the four children and their 
mother Amy have moved back to Minto Street , this time living at number 15.  It is not 
clear what has happened to John Stanley’s father because his mother is recorded as 
wife.  On the Baptism record for their daughter Amy, John was recorded as being the 
father. 
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CHESTER	COLLEGE	

John Stanley joined Chester College in 1908 and studied at the College until 1910, 
when he left having qualified as a teacher, and moved back to Liverpool to live 
with his mother and his siblings at 37 Portelet Road, Stoneycroft.   

At the time of the 1911 Census he is working as a School Teacher for Liverpool 
Education Council.  He was teaching at Gwladys Street School, which was opened in its 
own right in 1912 having been linked with Arnot Street School since 1901 when it 
opened as a school for junior children and infants. The building cost £1500 and could 
accommodate over 1000 pupils.  The first headteacher of Gwladys was a Yorkshireman 
called Aked Booth who was also trained at Chester College and he would have been in 
charge when John joined the staff. 

MILITARY	SERVICE	

With the outbreak of WW1 John Stanley joined the 10th (Liverpool Scottish) Battalion 
King’s Liverpool Regiment as Private John Stanley Carr with Regimental Number 3653.  
This was a unit of the Territorial Force with Headquarters at Fraser Street, Liverpool.  

They were mobilised for war and proceeded to France on 2nd November 1914.  A 
document dated 1st February 1921 detailing when members of the Liverpool Regiment 
earned their decorations, in this case the “Star Roll” shows that John Stanley 
disembarked in France on 23rd January 1915, and was wounded on 17th August 1915. 
According to the article in the College Collegian it was reported that he was wounded in 
the jaw but that he had made a steady recovery.  The article also stated that he was 
being used for recruitment in Bolton. Mr Ardern the Collegian Manager also stated 
that he believed that he would have been very good at this, saying about John Stanley: 

“Carr has a “way with him””. 



© JL 

The article goes on to say that John Stanley was then given a 
commission as Second Lieutenant in the 5th North Lancashire 
Regiment.  This was formed in Bolton in 1915 and then moved to 
Ashford in Kent the 57th Division, which went to France in February 
1917.  They were part of the 172nd Infantry Brigade as was the 2/10th 
Battalion of the King's (Liverpool Regiment) - that is the 2nd Battalion 
of the Liverpool Scottish.  

“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

John Stanley was Killed in Action on 
the 31st July 1917. 

POST	MORTEM	

John Stanley’s name is inscribed on the Menin Gate 
Memorial Bay 41 Stone P. 



© JL 

His effects:   

OBITUARY	

This is the article in the Collegian of 1915: 

© National Army Museum 
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John Stanley Carr

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

In Memory of

Lieutenant

5th Bn., The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment who died on 31 July 1917 Age 27

Son of John and Amy Carr, of 3, Portelet Rd., Liverpool.



 © JL 

Sources and Copyright 

Thank you to: 

• My colleague Sue Carmichael for all her help with the research, which I have used to
create this biography and for the help she has given with tracing and contacting relatives.
Also to Sue Carmichael and Mike Bambury for proof reading this biography.

• The National Archives for information found on the documents they hold which have
been transcribed in this biography.

• Commonwealth War Graves Commission who allow use of their images for non- 
profit making ventures such as this:

• National Army Museum for giving permission to use images for
which they hold the copyright. In this biography that is the image
from the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers’ Effects.

• UK Photo And Social History Archive for the photograph of John Stanley
Carr.

http://www.ukphotoarchive.org.uk 

©  John Lord 

“The original archive records and their digital copies remain the property of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but are available for re-use for private 
and non-commercial purposes.” 



GEORGE CARTER CLASS OF 1910 
BIRTH 

George Carter was born to Thomas and Jemima Carter of 14 School Road Wharton in Cheshire. 
January 1889 and baptised on 24th February that year. 

EARLY LIFE 

George grew up in Wharton (nr Winsford) with his three brothers and two sisters. His father, Thomas 
was a local blacksmith. His mother Jemima was originally from Dumfries, Scotland. 

COLLEGE 

George attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1910 and became a schoolteacher 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George enlisted in Wolverhampton on 4th September 1914 when he was 24 years old. At the time of his 
enlistment he was still teaching. George was assigned to the Royal Field Artillery, 5th Staffs battery as 
Gunner 810288 G. Carter. His attestation papers describe as being 5ft 11in tall with a dark complexion, 
blue eyes and brown hair. 

 Like many others George suffered terribly from the effects of gas after his Division was caught in a 
shelling attack. He had been admitted to hospital suffering from the effects of gas shelling on 1st August 
1917, then sent back on 12th August to the War Hospital at Norwich for 18 days and transferred to 
Fakenham on 29th August for another 33 days, finally being discharged on 1st October 1917. He was then 
sent to France with the British Expeditionary Force on 27th April 1918. On the 12th May his unit was sent 
into the field. 

LEST WE FORGET 

George died of wounds received  on 27th May 1918. In the early morning hours of May 27, 4,000 
German guns opened fire on a 64-mile-long stretch of the Allied lines. It was one of the most 
intensive artillery bombardments of the war with the Germans firing some two million shells in 
four hours to begin the Third Battle of the Aisne. Owing to the heavy concentration of 
primarily British troops in front-line trenches, casualties from the bombardment were severe; 
IX Corps itself was virtually wiped out. Allied losses were mostly attributable to the French 
General Duchene insisting on massing most of his troops in the front trenches – a decision that 
cost him his position.  The bombardment was accompanied by a gas attack, designed to 
disable defensive gun crews, after which 17 divisions of German infantry, under Crown Prince 
Wilhelm, began their advance through a gap in the Allied line. 



POST MORTEM 

George is buried at Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery, near Ypres in Belgium. 

This cemetery occupies a site at a road junction where three 
batteries of Belgian artillery were positioned in 1915. The 
cemetery was begun by the 8th Division in June 1917 after 
the Battle of Messines and it was used until October 1918, 
largely for burials from a dressing station in a cottage 
nearby. Almost half of the graves are of casualties who 
belonged, or were attached, to artillery units.  

 

 

George was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

 

 

His effects were forwarded to his father, Mr. T Carter of 133 Crook Lane, Winsford Cheshire. 

 





WILLIAM PINCH CLASS OF 1910 
BIRTH 

William Pinch was born in September 1890 in Lancaster, Lancashire, to Mary Ann 
Foxcroft, age 27, and Joseph Pinch, age 27. They lived at 7 Springfield Street Lancaster. 
Living at No.9 was another Pinch family, probably his uncle. 

EARLY LIFE 

His sister Bessie was born on 10 August 1894 in Lancaster, when William was 3 years old. 

 In the 1911 census William was living with his family at 8 Aberdeen Rd Lancaster, aged 
20; He was single at that this time and is employed as an assistant schoolmaster. His sister Bessie is an assistant 
fruiterer (probably working in a fruit shop or even on the market) 

William later married in Lancaster, Lancashire, in January 1913 when he was 22 years old. 

COLLEGE 

William had attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1910. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 

William served in the military in 1914 when he was 24 years old. He had enlisted with the Kings Own Royal Lancaster 
Regiment. 1st/5th Bn. 

 

 



LEST WE FORGET 

William was killed in action on 31 July 1917 in Belgium when he was 26 years old. (31st July 1917 was the start date of the 
3rd battle of Ypres known as Passhendaele). He was a 2nd Lieutenant. 

POST MORTEM 

William is buried at VLAMERTINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY in Belgium. 

For much of the First World War, Vlamertinghe (now Vlamertinge) was just outside the normal range of German shell 
fire and the village was used both by artillery units and field ambulances. Burials were made in the original Military 
Cemetery until June 1917, when the New Military Cemetery was begun in anticipation of the Allied offensive launched 
on this part of the front in July. The cemetery now contains 1,812 Commonwealth burials of the First World War.  

. 

The inscription reads  

“HE SLEEPS WITH ENGLAND'S HEROES 'NEATH THE WATCHFUL CARE OF GOD” 



William was awarded all three War medals, the 1916 star for service in Europe at that time, the British War and Victory 
medals. 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES 

  



 

 

 

William left his effects in the sum of £172 7s 11d (worth about £9000 at today’s values) 

 





GEORGE WHITTAKER CLASS OF 1910

BIRTH 

George Whittaker was born in October 1888, the second of two 
children born to John and Mary Whittaker. He was baptised at 
Tabley Chapel on 28th October, 1888. 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1891 he was living with his parents and elder brother James, 
born in 1886, at Plumley Road, Tabley, Knutsford. His father John was employed as a 
carpenter.  

By the time of the 1901 census, the family, without any further additions, was still living 
at Tabley, but had moved to live at Parkside. They were still living there in 1911, by 
which time George had already begun his teaching career. His father was employed as 
an estate joiner and his brother, James, was working as a domestic chauffeur. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

George attended Chester College and left in 1910. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George’s service papers have not survived, but his low four-digit regimental number and 
the fact that he landed at Gallipoli on 5th May, 1915, means that he must have enlisted 
early in the war, probably in the autumn of 1914. He served with the 1st/6th Battalion, 
Manchester Regiment, which had been formed in August 1914 at Stretford Road, 
Hulme. (Stretford Road was the name given by the Battalion to one of the sections of 
the front line that they held at Gallipoli, see below.)  

The 1st/6th together with the 1st/5th Manchesters landed at Gallipoli early in May 1915. 
The fighting there was among the fiercest ever experienced in the Great War; the Allies 
were confined to a narrow strip of land and overlooked for the most part by Turkish 
troops who were well supplied with machine guns and artillery.  

LEST WE FORGET 

George survived for barely a month, he was killed on 5th June, 1915. 
Extract from the Manchester Courier & Lancashire General Advertiser, 26th July 
1915 
HEAVY LOSSSES OF THE 6TH MANCHESTERS 
BIG LIST OF WOUNDED 



 

The following casualties in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force are reported under 
various dates. 
MISSING 
Manchester Regiment 6th Battalion 
… G. Whittaker [1680] … 

Subsequently he was confirmed as having been killed in action on 5th June, 1915. 

George is remembered with honour at the Helles Memorial in Turkey. 

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and French forces 
in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the Western 
Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia through the 
Dardanelles and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25–26 April, 
1915; the 29th Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New Zealand 
Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. On 6th 
August, further landings were made at Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the climax of the 
campaign came in early August when simultaneous assaults were launched on all three 
fronts. However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance soon led to the 
stalemate of trench warfare. From the end of August, no further serious action was 
fought and the lines remained unchanged. The peninsula was successfully evacuated in 
December and early January 1916. The Helles Memorial serves the dual function of 
Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli campaign and place of 
commemoration for many of those Commonwealth servicemen who died there and 
have no known grave. The United Kingdom and Indian forces named on the memorial 
died in operations throughout the peninsula, the Australians at Helles. There are also 
panels for those who died or were buried at sea in Gallipoli waters. Over 20,000 names 
are commemorated on this memorial. There are four other Memorials to the Missing at 
Gallipoli. The Lone Pine, Hill 60, and Chunuk Bair Memorials commemorate Australian 
and New Zealanders at Anzac. The Twelve Tree Copse Memorial commemorates the 
New Zealanders at Helles. Naval casualties of the United Kingdom lost or buried at sea 
are recorded on their respective Memorials at Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham, in 
the United Kingdom. 

POST MORTEM 

His father, as his next of kin, would have been sent his medals, the 1914-1915 Star, 
Victory and British War Medals, and also received his back pay of £3 16s 5d and later 
his war gratuity of £3 0s 0d.  



 

OBITUARY 

Here is a report from one member of the Manchester regiment about the attack 
in which George was killed: 

At noon, the leading platoons of Manchesters C Company (and half each of B & 
D) left the protection of their trenches and charged across the 200 yards of No
Man’s Land in good order. They were hit by devastating rifle and machine gun
fire. Within 5 minutes, they were in the Turkish front line and were engaged in
fierce hand-to-hand fighting. As they secured the trench, the other half of the 6th

Manchesters (C Company and the other platoons of B & D) overlapped them to
take the Turkish support trench. The attack of the 5th, 7th and 8th Manchesters
had also gone well. However, units on either side of the Manchester Brigade had
been less successful. The Turks were now on three sides of the Brigade and, by
mid-afternoon, it was becoming impossible to hold the position. An order for
withdrawal back to the original Turkish front line was ordered at 6.30pm. 770
men of the 6th Manchesters had gone into action. By nightfall, when the roll was
called, only 160 were fit enough to answer. 48 men had been killed. Tom and
Alexander Milne are believed to have been members of C Company. It had been
virtually wiped out but, as far as is known, the two friends had come through
unscathed. The Battalion would be in the firing line for three more days before it
was relieved and would suffer another 100 deaths.

 Star Medal  British War Medal  Victory Medal 

 “Pip”  “Squeak”  “Wilfred” 



 

This is how the newspaper reported his death: 

'June 4  Private George Whittaker 26, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Whittaker, 
Parkside, Tabley. He took part with the 1/6 Manchester on the 4th June in a 
charge and was not afterwards heard of. 

His death was not notified until Jan 1916 when it was discovered that his body 
had been buried by the 1/5 Batt. Kings Own Scottish Borderers.'

His body was never found



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1911 



FRANK ALLEN CLASS OF 1911 
BIRTH 

Frank Allen was born in 1891 to John and Ellen Allen of 24 Rock St. Burnley, Lancashire. John was 31 years old at the 
time and worked at the School Board Office in Burnley. Ellen, aged 29, is recorded as being a weaver in the 1891 census. 
Frank was their first born child and was baptised on 9th April, 1891 at St. Matthew’s Church, Habergham Eaves, Burnley. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the time of the 1901 census, the family had moved to 27 Church St., Burnley, and Frank now had a brother Edward 
(1), and a sister Amy (5). John Allen is now recorded as being a school attendance officer.  

In the 1911 census Frank, aged 20, is recorded as being at Chester College (which was crossed out as he was not living at 
home on that evening). 

 

His brother Edward, aged 17, is recorded as being a student teacher part-time. There are also two more brothers, 
Joseph Thomas aged nine, and John Albert aged six. The family had now moved to a larger house at 44 Thursby Road, 
Burnley. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Frank had won a bursary, and worked his way up to Chester College, leaving in 1911. He was appointed to teach at 
Heasandford School Burnley and remained there until he enlisted in the army seven years later. He was a man of 
“literary tastes and a strong humorous vein” (Burnley Express obituary, December 1917).  

 

 

 

 

 

Heasandford School Burnley today.  



 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Frank enlisted in the Public Schools Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers at Burnley in August, 1916 as Private 13/11670 
Allen, and went abroad in January the following year, attached to the Royal Engineers. He was later transferred to the 
2nd Battalion of the London Regiment as Private Frank Allen G/52914. 

Frank’s younger brother, Edward, also enlisted into the Royal Fusiliers and went abroad a year before his brother 
Frank in Christmas, 1915. He was wounded four times altogether and was transferred to the Pay department at 
Woolwich as he had not recovered sufficiently to be sent out again. 

LEST WE FORGET 

The 2nd Battalion London Regiment were moved to Rousseau Farm Camp on 8th October, 1917 to prepare for battle 
the following day. The battle lasted for two days during which Frank Allen was killed in action on 9th October. Private 
Harold V. Ellis had written to Frank’s mother saying that “Frank and himself had been very chummy having been in 
army training together at Edinburgh and going out there and that he had been one of the best”. He continued “When I 
saw him on the night of the October 8 he was in the best of health and spirits. When the battalion attacked the 
following morning I noticed afterwards that poor Frank was missing. I made inquiries about him and was told that a 
shell had exploded near him, killing him instantaneously” He was brought back behind the lines and given a proper 
burial. The writer closed by expressing his deepest sympathy and that of his comrades at the death of a hero fighting 
for his home and country. 

POST MORTEM 

Frank was awarded the British War and Victory medals for service to King and Country. 



 

Private Frank Allen is commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial. The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the 
missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient.  

The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914 when a small British 
Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the 
Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the 
Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first time gas had been used by either side, and the violence of the attack forced 
an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. 

The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides, and it quickly became clear that the commemoration 
of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided between several different 
sites. 

The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their 
way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations, except New Zealand, who died in the 
Salient; in the case of United Kingdom, casualties before 16th August, 1917 (with some exceptions). 

Those United Kingdom and New Zealand servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, 
a site which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war.  

The TYNE COT MEMORIAL now bears the names of almost 35,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. 



 



ROBERT HOUNSOME ALLEN CLASS OF 1911 

BIRTH 

Robert Hounsome Allen was born in 1891 to Frederick Stephen Allen and his wife Mary. 
Frederick was originally from Chichester in Sussex and was a fish salesman’s clerk. 
They lived at 99, Herbert St., Blackley, Manchester. At the time of his birth, Robert had 
an elder brother Frederick and later was to have 2 more brothers and 2 sisters. 

EARLY LIFE 

By 1901 the family had moved to 1, Glenfield St., Blackley, Manchester and Robert 
attended Burgess Street Primary School, Harpurhey, Manchester  

 

COLLEGE 

Robert left Chester College in 1911 

 

 



MILITARY 

Robert joined the Manchester Regiment 18th Battalion and was attached to C Company. 

 

 

 

LEST WE FORGET 

On 1st July, 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, the regiment had nine 
battalions committed, including the Manchester Pals, the 16th (1st City), 17th (2nd City), 
18th (3rd City) and 19th (4th City), all serving in the 90th Brigade of the 30th Division.  



The day proved to be the deadliest in the British Army's history, with more than 57,000 
killed, wounded or missing. It was on this day that Robert was wounded and died early 
the next day 2nd July, 1916. In the Battle of the Somme on the 1st July the 30th Division 
were given the task of assaulting the village of Montauban.  The 90th Brigade were to 
play a prominent part in the battle and although the main brunt of the attack fell to the 
16th and 17th Battalions of the Manchester’s and the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers the 18th 
Battalion more than played its part. 

All the men, except the Battalion runners, were to wear yellow patches on their backs-
selected men would wear metal discs and men carrying wire cutters would wear a white 
patch on their shoulders. Officers and NCO’s would carry signaling mirrors. This 
arrangement would allow the Artillery forward. 

Along the entire allied front the whistles blew and the men scrambled out of their front 
line trenches and began the 3000yd advance towards the enemy positions. The 55th, 
21st and 89th Brigades advanced across no man's land in, by now bright sunshine, to 
attack the first two lines in front of Montauban in preparation for the 90th brigade's attack. 

 The first two lines fell quite easily and the men of the 18th were greatly elated to see 
bunches of doleful Germans streaming past them to the Prisoner of war cages. 

The 18th Battalion’s orders had read: 

“After the first bombardment has been completed they will come and go to Montauban 
by the communication trenches, moving on top and beside the trench. In the event of 
coming under fire they will get in to the trench and continue to move as fast as possible. 
As far as possible the loads of casualties will be picked up and taken on. 

The 16th and 17th battalions moved in good order across the battlefield and by 9.10am 
had passed Alt trench where it started to take casualties from a machine gun. This gun 
was responsible for causing almost 100 casualties amongst the 18th - mostly men from 
C company who were caught in enfiladed fire. Robert Hounsome Allen was one of 
those fatally wounded. 

Some 48 hours after leaving their assembly trenches, the 90th Brigade was relieved and 
the 18th marched to happy valley - about 2 miles from Bray. Though other Battalion’s 
won the glory that was achieved in the attack, the 18th suffered a considerable mauling 
in performing its work. 

The Battalion’s casualties were: 5 Officers and 170 other ranks killed, missing or 
wounded. 



POST MORTEM 

Robert was awarded the British War and Victory medals and the 1915 Star. It is 
recorded that he died of wounds on 2nd July, 1916 

 

 

Robert is remembered at the Dive Copse British Cemetery at Sailly-Le-Sec 

 

 

In June 1916, before the Somme offensive, the ground north of the cemetery was 
chosen for a concentration of field ambulances, which became the XIV Corps Main 
Dressing Station. Dive Copse was a small wood close by, under the Bray-Corbie road, 
named after the officer commanding this station.  

The entrance to Dive Copse British 
Cemetery 



 

 

The register of Soldiers’ effects shows that Robert left £4-11s-7d about £4.56 in today’s 
money to his next of kin 

 

 





HAROLD RENSHAW BARRETT CLASS OF 1911 

BIRTH 

Harold Renshaw Barrett was born in March 1891 to Samuel and Isabella Barrett of Broughton, 
Salford, Nr Manchester. Samuel and Isabella were the Steward and Stewardess of the 
Conservative Club in Sussex St., Broughton at the time. Harold had an elder brother, John, 
aged seven, and an elder sister, Annie, aged nine. Annie was to go on to train as a teacher 
herself. 

EARLY LIFE 

By 1901 Harold had moved with his family to No. 65 Broughton Lane, Salford. His parents were 
still running the local Conservative Club, although Harold’s father Samuel is recorded in the 
1901 census as also being a “Railway ticket printer”. They had now been joined by Harold’s 
grandfather Samuel, a retired warehouseman aged 74. He attended the Wesleyan School, 
Broughton, Salford. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Harold attended Chester College from 1911, where he is recorded on the national census for 
that year and left the following year, 1912. (Courses were two years long at that time.) He began 
his teaching career at Thomas St. School, Cheetham but may have moved on to the Wesleyan 
School, the school he attended as a pupil. 

MILITARY 

Harold enlisted into the Manchester Regiment 16th Battalion “A” company as Private 7197 
Harold Renshaw Barrett aged 23 years and six months old on 13 September 1914.  

 



 

Harold’s service record gives details of his physical appearance. 

Harold’s signature upon enlisting 

He entered into the War on 8th November 1915 but was killed in action just over two months 
later. 

His personal effects were returned to his mother, Isabella, now living at 14 The Polygon, Lower 
Broughton, Salford, Manchester. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Harold was killed in action on January 18th 1916. He was 24 years old. 

3 photos 
Packet of correspondence 
1 gold signet ring 
1 fountain pen 
1 jack knife 
1 metal wrist watch 
2 pencils 
1 metal cigarette case 

And a book on flying 



The war diary entry for that day records that at MARICOURT “… a few shells were thrown into 
Maricourt today”. “Pte Barrett was killed by sniper in trench 20. He had accidentally exposed his 
head whilst turning round.” Maricourt is a small town in the Somme region of France. 

POST MORTEM 

Harold was awarded the 1914–15 star, British War and Victory medals for his service to the 
country. 

Harold is remembered with honour at Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery in France. Gailly was the 
site of the 39th and 13th Casualty Clearing Stations during the early part of 1917, and of the 
41st Stationary Hospital from May 1917 to March 1918. The villages were then captured by the 
Germans, but were retaken by the Australian Corps in August 1918. 

 Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery 

A report in the Manchester Evening 
News on 24th January 1916 
confirming the death of Harold. Also 
his prowess as a cricketer and the 
school he taught at – Thomas St. 
Cheetham. 



 



HENRY BELL CLASS OF 1911 
BIRTH 

Henry Bell was born in 1890 and was the son of George and Elizabeth I. 
Bell, of 229, Main Street, Aspatria, Cumberland. George Bell was a 
school teacher. 

EARLY LIFE 

By 1901, Henry and his family were living at No. 4, Castle Terrace in 
Aspatria. Henry, aged 11, now had two brothers, John, aged 9 and 
James, aged 6 who was also killed in action whilst serving with the 
Coldstream Guards in October 1917. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Henry attended Chester College and left in 1911. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Henry joined the 5th Border Regiment as Private (2127) Henry Bell on 26th October, 1914 and 
rose to become Captain in the same regiment.  

The Battalion’s early war history is as summarised: 

4th August, 1914 – ordered to mobilise. 

5th Aug – proceeded to war station at Barrow in Furness. 

25th October (the day after Henry joined up) – embarked for Le Havre, landing on the 26th and 
proceeding to No 1 Rest Camp. Remaining for some considerable time, escorting German 
prisoners from the front and doing guard duty and fatigues. They were part of the Army Troops 
under General Stopford, with detachments at Boulogne, Rouen, Dieppe and Abbeville. 

5th March, 1915 – left for Arques, for 'front line' training – spent a month in training. 

5th May – to Droglandt to join 149th Infantry Brigade. 

10th May – to Brandhoek, supporting French Troops, under fire for the first time. 

13th May – marched to huts one mile west of Ypres. 



 

14th May – the Brigade was placed at the disposal of the GOC 4th Division. Its battalions were 
to be attached to separate brigades of the Division – the 5th Border to the 10th Brigade with a 
company each, to the Royal Warwickshires, the Seaforth Highlanders, the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and the Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

24th May – the companies were in the trenches when the enemy attacked under cover of the 
discharge of poison gas. The attack was repulsed, but with severe losses. 

28th May – the companies were relieved, and the Battalion reunited, when it was found that 1 
Officer and 18 Other Ranks had been killed and three Officers and 113 Other Ranks had been 
wounded, 90 of whom were suffering from gas poisoning in “various degrees of severity”. 
They then saw action in the 2nd Battle of Ypres, on the Somme, the Battle of Arras and the 3rd 
Battle of Ypres. Although the Battle of the Somme officially ended in November 1916, many 
casualties were severely wounded and many died in the weeks that followed. 

The fighting at the Somme cost the British approximately 420,000 casualties, while the French 
incurred 200,000. German losses numbered around 500,000. During the campaign British and 
French forces advanced around seven miles along the Somme front, with each inch costing 
around 1.4 casualties. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Henry died of wounds received in battle on 25th January, 1917 aged 27. 

POST MORTEM 

Henry was awarded the 1914–15 Star, British and Victory medals for his service to King and 
Country. 



He is buried at Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme Region in France. 

DERNANCOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

Field ambulances used the Communal Cemetery for Commonwealth burials from September 
1915 to August 1916, and again during the German advance of March 1918. It contains 127 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War.  

The XV Corps Main Dressing Station was formed at Dernancourt in July, 1916, when the 
adjoining EXTENSION was opened. The 45th and 56th (1st/1st South Midland) Casualty 
Clearing Stations came in September 1916 and remained until March, 1917.  

Dernancourt was evacuated ahead of the German advance, and the extension remained in their 
hands until the village was recaptured on 9th August, 1918 by the 12th Division and the 33rd 
American Division.  

In September it was again used by the 47th, 48th and 55th Casualty Clearing Stations under the 
name of “Edgehill”, due to the rising ground on the north-west. At the Armistice, the Extension 
contained more than 1,700 burials; it was then enlarged, when graves were brought in from 
isolated positions in the immediate neighbourhood and other small cemeteries (Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-
cemetery/cemetery/2000003/DERNANCOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY). 

 



 



GEORGE DANIELS CLASS OF 1911

BIRTH 

George Daniels was born on 5th October 1889 the son of George and 
Mary Jane Daniels (nee Tweddle) of Reddish, Cheshire. George Snr was 
a draughtsman the Engineering industry. They lived at 13 Wellington 
Terrace, Reddish. 

EARLY LIFE 

George had an elder brother, Wilfred, and an older sister Nellie. George 
went to Manchester Secondary School (possibly Manchester Grammar 
School as no “Manchester Secondary School” existed) By the time of 
the 1911 census the family had moved to 13 Landfold Lane, Reddish and George Snr was now works 
manager at an Engineering Company. 

COLLEGE 

He attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1991 to become a schoolteacher in 
Manchester. During his time at Chester he was captain of the College Cricket XI and was also a member 
of the College Tennis Team. Away from College George was also a member of Denton Golf Club. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George enlisted into the Army in November 1915 and joined the 5th Battalion of the Manchester 
Regiment in February 1916. In August 1917 he was” gazetted” up to 2nd Lieutenant in the King’s 
Liverpool Regiment 8th (Irish) Battalion and served with the British Expeditionary Force in France and 
Flanders from July 1916. He was severely wounded on the Somme on the 25th September but returned 
to action on 17th September 1917. 

LEST WE FORGET 

George was killed in action on 20th November 1917 near Cambrai. He was 28 years old. 

POST MORTEM 

George was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 



 

George is buried at Epehy in France and remembered on the memorial at Thiepval. 

 

The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 
72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector 
before 20 March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July 
and November 1916.  

 

 

George is also remembered on the gravestone of his 
mother, Mary Jane Daniels who died in 1922 and his 
father George, who died in 1941 

 

 

 

 

 



George has an entry in De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour, 1914-1919  which consists of five volumes and a 
sixth volume index containing a biographical record of about 26,000 members of His Majesty's naval 
and military forces who fell in the First World War. The volumes were compiled by the 9th Marquis of 
Ruvigny and Raineval and were published by the Standard Art Book Co. of London. Some entries 
include a photograph and may include detail. This is not a complete list of casualties who died, and 
most of the recorded names in the volumes date from deaths in the early years of the war. 



 



 
 

 
 



 

JOHN WILLIAM HARDING CLASS OF 1911 
BIRTH AND EARLY YEARS 

The story of John William Harding begins with his first appearance on a census in 1901 where he was 
recorded as living in Hawarden at the Orphanage / Home with his younger brother Frederick James. 
The two boys were aged 10 and 8 respectively and were 2 of 16 children recorded as living at the 
Orphanage on the 1901 census 

They had both been born in Middlesex and the census taken on the 5th April 1891 records a birth 
certificate for a John William Harding for the April-June quarter of that year in Fulham, London. 

EARLY YEARS 

Circumstances in London at that time, possibly due to the effects of the cholera epidemic, made it 
impossible for the boys’ father to look after them so they had been moved to Hawarden.. 

In the early years of their childhood the boys lived at the Orphanage, known as The Home, in the 
grounds of Hawarden Castle, established and run by Catherine Gladstone. 

The Orphanage / Home – Hawarden Castle grounds 

Reproduced by kind permission of Hawarden Record Office 

William and Catherine Gladstone, who had established the orphanage were keen to ensure that 
children attending were not institutionalised and received an education, so the children attended local 
schools. Both boys were bright and John William went on to attend the Hawarden County School, the 
school in the area. His name is recorded on their Roll of Honour and shows the boys did well in 
school.  

When the boys left the orphanage Catherine Gladstone asked if they could be cared for by a local 
couple, a Mr and Mrs Shallcroft. They agreed and the boys went to join the family at Castle Lodge in 
Hawarden, the place John William and Frederick James were to call home and where they gained 
two “brothers”, the sons of Mr and Mrs Shallcroft. 

Mr and Mrs Shallcroft were to play a central role in the rest of their lives. 



 

John William (Willie) and his brother Frederick taken at around the age John 
William attended Chester Diocesan Training College. 

Reproduced with kind permission from Mr and Mrs Cross 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

John William went on to attend the Chester Diocesan Training College leaving 
in 1911 to teach at St Mary’s Primary School, Liscard, Wirral and he lived in Parkside Avenue, 
Birkenhead. 

The school diary for that period records entries relating to John William noting that on 1st April 1912 
…”Mr J W Harding took control of Standard IV.” 

and on 13th April 1913 

…”Mr Connell and Mr Harding have a Physical Exercise Examination in Chester this evening. I have,  
therefore, allowed them to leave school at 3.30pm.” 

By August 1914 on the 27th the diarist records 

….”Mr Harding, my Standard V teacher has volunteered for foreign service and has been accepted. 
He ceases work here today.” 

St Mary’s Primary School, Liscard, Wirral 

Reproduced by kind permission of Wirral Record Office 

MILITARY SERVICE 

. 
 John William’s Army Service Records show that he enlisted in Liverpool on the 29th August 1914 and 
was allocated to the 10th (Scottish) Battalion of The King’s Liverpool Regiment serving as a Private. 
He would serve with the 166th company of the Machine Gun Corps Infantry. 
His medical took place on the same day and his vision and physical development were deemed to be 
good and he was deemed fit for the Territorial Force.  
Records show his height to be 5 ft 10 ins with a chest measurement of 38 inches.  



 

John William Harding 10th Scottish Battalion of The King’s Liverpool 
Regiment 

Reproduced by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Cross 

His next of kin was named as his brother Frederick James who was serving in the Navy on HMS 
Electra though he was to serve on different vessels 
. 
From August 1914 until January 1915 John William served “at home” at one stage sending a postcard 
to the mother of friends in Hawarden, from his posting in Edinburgh. 

Postcard sent by John William Harding from Edinburgh 
Reproduced by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Cross 

On 23rd January 1915 he embarked for France as part of the Expeditionary Force serving in France 
for one year 346 days. Records show that during 1915 he was hospitalised with jaundice.  

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

During John William’s service he returned twice to his home in Hawarden from the trenches and is 
noted in the Hawarden Parish magazine of August 2016 as being….. 

“..a typical soldier of the new armies, happy and cheery, like a boy home from school, but with an 
underlying seriousness which deepened each time he came back, and a growing resentment that he 
would be called upon to make the great sacrifice. 

A few days before the end, as he was going into the trenches for the last time, he wrote to one who 
had been a mother to him.. ”I know you have always prayed for me, pray harder now than ever you 
have done before. I feel I shall sadly need them.”  

He died fighting, firing his machine gun, when a shell exploded near him, death being instantaneous. 

John William (Willie to his family and friends) was killed in action on 9th August 1916 aged 25.”. 

POST MORTEM 



 

After his death John William’s next of kin is recorded as Frederick James, his brother. 

Mrs Shallcroft who had been as a mother to John William, signed for John William’s personal effects 
to be passed on to his brother Frederick. These consisted of 1 Safety razor, 1 Nail Brush, 1Pr 
Flashes and 1 Wallet and was sent asking that she pass on all his worldly possessions to Frederick 

His medals were signed for by Leslie Shallcroft, the eldest son of Mr and Mrs Shallcroft,  the couple 
who had looked after the two boys. 

John William’s plaque and commemorative scroll were sent his father listed as living in Fulham. 

   The war office records for John William Harding 

OBITUARIES 

The Hawarden magazine notes 

“On August the Ninth another of our lads laid down his life for his friends. Willie Harding was known to 
most of us as the bright faced, high spirited boy, for many years a chorister of our Parish Church. He 
adopted teaching as his profession and when war broke out he was on the Staff of St. .Mary’s School, 
Liscard.” 

His master at Liscard wrote of him, “the soul of our dear Will was committed to the care and keeping 
of our Creator at our Communion Service yesterday morning. He was always a faithful and devoted 
colleague, and was in the truest sense a refined and Christian gentleman. We can still pray for him. 
May the everlasting arms enfold him and perpetual light shine upon him.”                            WBJ 

The St Mary’s Primary School diarist records on August 28th 1916… 
“Mr J W Harding, Assistant Master at this school was killed on August 9th.” 



The following day it records 
“There is an unusual darkness this afternoon and close work is impossible. 

Mavis Williams, researcher with the Flintshire memorials group recounts how following a visit to the 
granddaughter of Mr and Mrs Shallcroft she was aware how..  

“ the grief of Willie’s passing all those years ago had affected the Shallcroft family so acutely.” 

John William is buried at the Serre Road Cemetery No 2 in France 

Sources and acknowledgements. 

Thank you to the following 

• Mavis Williams - for her research on John William Harding and support of The university of
Chestewr Alumni Association commemorations

• Mrs Cross, granddaughter of Mr and Mrs Shallcroft - for permission given to Mavis Williams to
share information, documents and photographs relating to J W Harding

• Flintshire War Memorials group Viv and Eiffion Williams Co founders and administrators

• Gladstone’s Library – Archivist Dawn Ridding and staff

• Hawarden/Flintshire Record Office - Archivist Claire Harrington and staff

• Wirral Record Office

In April 1915 Lieutenant W G C Gladstone serving as an officer in The Royal welsh Fuseliers was 
killed by a sniper at Lavantie in France. 

Writing before his death, he expressed the wish that men convalescing in the old orphanage should 
be allowed to wander freely in the Park.(Hawarden) 

On his tombstone are the words… 

“It is not the length of existence that counts  

but what is achieved during that existence, however short.” 



ARTHUR J IRELAND CLASS OF 1911 
BIRTH 

Arthur Ireland was born in the first quarter of 1889 at Widnes. He was the sixth child of 
William and Ann Ireland (née Johnson). 

EARLY LIFE 

William Ireland was then employed as a time keeper at a chemical works and in 1891 
the family were living at 33, Moor Lane, Widnes. Arthur had three older brothers: John, 
born in 1880, Richard, born in 1883, and George, born in 1877; and two older sisters: 
Edith, born in 1881 and Janet, born in 1885. The household was completed by the live-
in servant, Margaret Wright, aged 17.   

In 1901 the family were still living at the same address. Arthur had acquired a younger 
brother, Hector, born in 1893, but his father William was not recorded at that address on 
the night of the census. In fact, he does not seem to have been recorded anywhere on 
that night.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

In 1911 Arthur was recorded at Chester College as a student teacher. His mother, Ann, 
was still living at Moor Lane, together with Richard, Janet, George and Hector. George 
was employed as a clerk, but the other three were all employed as teachers: Richard for 
Liverpool City Council and the other two for Widnes Council; clearly, teaching was 
something of a family concern. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Arthur Ireland enlisted for service with the 5th [Reserve] 
Battalion, The King’s [Liverpool] Regiment on 25th January, 
1915 at Liverpool. The 5th [Reserve] Battalion, usually 
designated as 2nd/5th Battalion, had been formed at Liverpool in 
September, 1914 as a second line battalion. In 1915 it would 
have been mostly concerned with training recruits for further 
service with the front-line battalions. When Arthur enlisted, he 
was recorded as being five feet three inches tall, weighing 
124lbs and with an expanded chest measurement of 36 inches. 

Arthur’s basic training period was a little over six months. Early in August 1915 he 
landed in France from Southampton, and, after a brief spell at the Infantry Base at 
Rouen, he joined the 1st/5th Battalion King’s Liverpool on active service.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King's_R_horse.png


 

LEST WE FORGET 

Arthur was wounded in action at Vernelles on Thursday, 18th November, 1915, suffering 
gunshot wounds to his right thigh. He was admitted to Number 37 Field Ambulance on 
the same day and subsequently transferred to Number 1 Casualty Clearing Station at 
Chocques on 19th November, where he died from his wounds on 20th November. He is 
buried in Chocques Military Cemetery.  

Chocques was occupied by Commonwealth forces from the late autumn of 1914 to the 
end of the war. The village was at one time the headquarters of I Corps, and from 
January 1915 to April 1918, No.1 Casualty Clearing Station was posted there. Most of 
the burials from this period are of casualties who died at the clearing station from 
wounds received at the Béthune front. 
[http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=552]

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=00q3ZVE9&id=127611610261F3E18AFC386E57410BBE0261BD46&thid=OIP.00q3ZVE9kt5BZnJlzPgxBQEsCc&q=chocques+military+cemetery+france&simid=608026277011525284&selectedIndex=0


 

POST MORTEM 

Arthur’s medals, 1914-1915 Star, Victory and British War Medals were sent to his 
mother, as was the balance of his army pay, £3 0s 7d and his war gratuity of £3 0s 0d. 
His personal effects were also sent to her: his identity disc, wallet, letters, photos, knife, 
a copy of the New Testament, and a piece of shrapnel.  

 Star medal  British War Meda      Victory Medal 

 “Pip”  “Squeak”             “Wilfred” 



 



PETER STANWORTH CLASS OF 1911

BIRTH 

Peter Stanworth was born early in 1888 at Burnley. He was the 
oldest of five children born to Harry and Margaret (Hitchon) 
Stanworth. He was christened at St Stephen’s Church, Burnley, 
on 1st April, 1888. His brother, James, was born in 1890, and, by 
the time of the 1891 census, the family were living at 74, Anne 
Street, Burnley. Harry was employed as a blacksmith and 
Margaret was a dressmaker, who employed others to help her.  

EARLY LIFE 

In 1901 the family were still living at the same address, but had grown with the arrival of 
a sister of Peter and James, Susannah, who was born in 1897. Another child, Walter, 
had been born in 1891, but had died in the same year. Margaret appears to have given 
up the dressmaking and Harry was still a blacksmith, but he was now an employer.  

Things had changed even more by the time of the 1911 census: Harry and Margaret 
had had a fifth child, another son, Alfred, born in 1901. Harry was still working as a 
blacksmith, but was again employed, this time at a colliery; James had become a 
plumber, working from home and employing men; Susannah was an apprentice 
dressmaker and Alfred was at school; Peter was attending Chester College, where he 
was training to become a schoolmaster. He was then in his second year and took a full 
part in the sporting life of the college as can be seen from the following. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Extract from Winsford and Middlewich Guardian, 26th March, 1910 
CHESTER COLLEGE SPORTS 
The Easter sports in connection with Chester Training College commenced on Friday 
and were continued on Saturday. Ten fours competed in boat races on the Dee. The 
course was from the Waterworks corner to the Suspension Bridge, the distance being 
about half a mile. … 
… Racing was resumed on Saturday … P. Stanworth [stroke] C. B. Dempsey [3 and 
captain] G. S. Hayes [2] and J. W. Parkinson [bow] beat by one length the winner of the 
second heat, Ashton’s crew. …   



 

…On Monday rowing was resumed on the Dee and some excellent sport was provided, 
each race having a very close and exciting finish. Heat seven resulted in a win for P. 
Stanworth’s crew against F. G. Wood’s four by a quarter of a length … 

By 1913, Peter was back in Burnley, employed as a science instructor at Coal Clough 
Lane School, Burnley.  A report in the Burnley Express for 15th March, 1913 names P. 
Stanworth as the organist at a wedding at Cooper Street Wesleyan Chapel. On 14th 
July, 1914 he married Eliza Annie Ormerod at St Mary’s Church, Nelson. Almost exactly 
a year later, in July 1915, he was appointed as headmaster of St Stephen’s School, 
where he himself had been educated as a child. In 1916 he became a father with the 
birth of his daughter, Margaret.  

MILITARY SERVICE 

Peter Stanworth enlisted in the spring of 1917 and served initially with the 7th (Service) 
Battalion of the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment. He went to France in the 
autumn of 1917. The 7th (Service) Battalion was disbanded on 22nd February, 1918 in 
France and it was probably at that time that Peter was transferred to the 1st/4th Battalion 
of the same regiment.  
By August of 1918, the German Army were in retreat, their Spring Offensive having 
failed, and the stalemate of trench warfare having been broken. The 1st/4th Battalion 
were in action in a series of attacks pushing the German line back out of France. Peter’s 
death came on the 24th in an attack at Givenchy. 

Extract from the war diary 1st/4th Battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 

GIVENCHY 
23rd August 1918 
Moved up the line to assembly positions, with H. Q. in the GIVENCHY TUNNEL. Very 
busy making final arrangements. Y Day 

24th August 1918 
Z Day At 7.20 am rockets were fired and “C” & “D” Coys went over No Mans’ Land to 
the Craters without a barrage. At 7.30 am our Artillery put down an intense barrage. 
Operation was successful. At 10.30 am S.O.S. sent up as enemy were preparing a 
counter attack. Enemy completely cut up. Our casualties during operation, about 30: 7 
killed & 23 wounded.  



 

“LEST WE FORGET” 

The newspaper report of his death in the Burnley Express of 4th September, 1918 
records that Peter was with a group of men sent forward to find a German trench mortar 
position and that he was killed by an exploding shell. A close reading of the Battalion 
War Diary account of the action would seem to suggest that his death was the result of 
what we would now call “friendly fire” – that it was a British shell falling short that killed 
him.  

Extract from the war diary 1st/4th Battalion King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 
Operations Report – 24th August, 1918 



 



 



 

POST MORTEM 

Corporal Peter Stanworth is commemorated on the Loos Memorial. His body had been 
buried where he fell and does not appear to have been recovered for later reburial in a 
war cemetery.  

The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have no known 
grave, who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the First 
Army, east and west of Grenay, from the first day of the Battle of Loos to the end of the 
war. On either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on 
which are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back are four small circular 
courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these 
courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the 
centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. 



 

Peter was entitled to the Victory and British War Medals, which would have been sent to 
his widow, as would the balance of his army pay still owing at his death, £9 2s 4d and 
his War Gratuity of £6 10s 0d. 

OBITUARY 

Extract from the Burnley Express, 4th September, 1918 



 



 

Extract from the Burnley News, 14th September 1918 
… Tomorrow [Sunday] morning a service in memory of the late schoolmaster of St 
Stephen’s, Mr. P. Stanworth, will be held, at which the memory of the late Private 
Willman will also be honoured.  



 



PHILIP STANLEY WILSON 
CLASS OF 1911 

BIRTH 

Philip Stanley Wilson was born on 6th December 1889 at Douglas, Isle 
of Man, a son of James and Mary Ann (Corlett) Wilson. 

EARLY LIFE 

He was educated at St Ninian’s High School, Douglas. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

In 1911 he was a student at Chester College training as a teacher. He was 
subsequently employed by Wallasey Education Authority at Somerville School. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

When war was declared he enlisted as Private 3488 in the 1/10th (Scottish) Battalion, 
The King’s Liverpool Regiment. The Battalion landed at Le Havre on 2nd November 
1914. The date on Philip Stanley Wilson’s medal card is 1st November 1914, so he may 
have been part of an advance party, or the 1st was the date the Battalion sailed, 
travelling overnight presumably.  

Philip Stanley Wilson served with the 1/10th Battalion for about a year, he was accepted 
for a commission and gazetted as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in 
November 1915. 

10904 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 4 NOVEMBER, 1915 
The undermentioned to be Second Lieutenants (on probation). Dated 5th November, 
1915: –  

… Philip Stanley Wilson, Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

In the first quarter of 1916 he married Louise Anderson at Birkenhead. He was by this 
date serving with the 2nd Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers; he was officially with the 3rd 
Battalion, but on attachment to the 2nd Battalion.  
At the start of August 1916, the 2nd Battalion was busy re-organising, having lost heavily 
in previous fighting, and having received a large number of drafts of new men. On 7th 
August they were bivouacked at Becordel, having moved there from Buire Sur L’Ancre. 



 

They continued training there until the 13th August, when they moved to positions at 
Fricourt Wood.  
Extracts from the War Diary 2nd Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers 
High Wood 18-8-16 
Moved into trenches in High [Foureaux] Wood relieving 2nd Battalion Argyle & 
Sutherland Highlanders. Quiet journey to the trenches. 6 N.C.O.s rejoined. 
Reinforcement of 5 N.C.O.s joined. 3 Other Ranks wounded. 
19-8-16
Intense bombardment by the enemy started about 9 am followed by a raid which was 
easily repulsed. 2nd Lieutenant W.H. Fox slightly wounded at duty, 14 Other Ranks killed 
and 9 Other Ranks wounded.  

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

20-8-16
Another attack at night after a heavy bombardment was repulsed. 2nd Lieutenant
C.R.J.R. Dolling and 2nd Lieutenant P.S. Wilson killed. 6 Other Ranks killed and 9 Other
Ranks wounded.

POST MORTEM 



 

Philip was buried at Flatiron Copse which was the name given by the army to a small 
plantation a little to the east of Mametz Wood. The ground was taken by the 3rd and 7th 
Divisions on 14 July 1916 and an advanced dressing station was established at the 
copse. The cemetery was begun later that month and it remained in use until April 1917. 
Two further burials were made in August 1918 and after the Armistice, more than 1,100 
graves were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields and from smaller cemeteries. 

Philip was awarded the Victory 
and British War Medals. 



 

Louise Wilson was living at 59, Grosvenor-street, Liscard, Cheshire, when she was 
granted Administration of his estate (£127 18s 10d) on 30th November 1916. She later 
moved to Hertford Drive, Wallasey. Philip Stanley is commemorated on the war 
memorial of his old school, St Ninian’s and his parish church, St Thomas’s, at Onchan, 
Douglas, Isle of Man.  

OBITUARY 

Extract from Chester Chronicle 2nd September 1916 

SEC. LIEUTENANT P.S. WIILSON 
Sec. Lieut. Philip Stanley Wilson, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, killed, obtained his commission 
after serving in the ranks at the front. He was formerly a teacher under the Wallasey 
Education Authority and leaves a widow. Lieut. Wilson was a native of Douglas, Isle of 
Man. 





 

 

 

 

Class of 
1912 



THOMAS HOLT CLASS OF 1912 
BIRTH 

Thomas Holt was born in 1893 to James and Ellen Holt of 20 Calderbrook Rd. Littleborough 
Lancashire. James was a foreman mechanic in the Cotton industry and was originally from 
nearby Rochdale. 

EARLY LIFE 

Tom had a younger sister, Mary Ellen, and grew up in Littleborough. He was a keen cyclist and 
a member of the Littleborough Cycling Club. 

COLLEGE 

On the 1911 census Tom was recorded as being a pupil teacher at Littleborough Central School, 
aged 18. He then attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1912. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Tom enlisted into the Army and joined the London Regiment 9th Battalion (Queen Victorias 
Rifles) as Rifleman Thomas Holt 392290. Tom went to France with his regiment on the 4th 
February 1917. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Tom was killed in action on 8th July 1917 on the front line at Havrincourt in France. 

POST MORTEM 

Tom was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 



Tom is buried at Hermies Hill British Cemetery in France. 

 

 
Hermies was seized on the morning of the 9th April 1917, by a surprise attack of the 2nd and 
3rd Australian Infantry Battalions. It was held against the advancing Germans on the 22nd 
March 1918, by the 17th Division, but evacuated on the following day; and it was retaken in 
September 1918. It was later "adopted", with Havrincourt, by the County Borough of 
Huddersfield. The cemetery was begun in November 1917, and carried on by fighting units until 
March 1918, and further graves were added in the following September.  

OBITUARY 

 





GEORGE ARTHUR WHITFIELD CLASS OF 1912 
BIRTH 

George Arthur Whitfield, generally known to the family as Arthur, was born in the first 
quarter of 1892 at Stockton Heath, the first of three children born to George and Mary 
Ellen [Isherwood] Whitfield. George Whitfield senior had been born in Lower Walton, 
Cheshire, in about 1865. He married Mary Ellen Isherwood probably at Stockton Heath, 
the marriage was registered at Warrington, in 1890.  

EARLY LIFE 

By 1891 George and Mary Ellen were living at London Bridge Cottages, Appleton, and 
he was employed as a wheelwright. At some point between then and 1901, George 
became an assurance agent and the family moved to Gaskell Street, Stockton Heath, 
where they remained until at least the 1920s.   

Arthur had two younger sisters, Ethel Mary, born in 1895 who died as a child, and Elsie 
Maud born in 1898. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

By the time of the 1911 census Arthur was a student at Chester Diocesan Training 
College, Parkgate Road, Chester. He left the College the following year, in the summer 
of 1912. 

George went on to teach at Arpley Street School (formerly known as Warrington British 
School) Warrington. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

On 22nd October 1915 he enlisted in the Army at Warrington. On his enlistment his age 
was recorded as 23 years and 7 months, height 5 feet 5 inches, weight 121lbs and a 
chest measurement of 32 inches – 35 inches expanded.  He was passed fit for service 
and initially posted to the Army Ordnance Corps, in which he served from the 22nd 
October 1915 until 18th June 1917 as Private 012396, and appointed to the dizzy 
heights of [unpaid] Lance Corporal on 23rd October 1916.  



 

Lance Corporal Arthur Whitfield 

As the war increasingly demanded front line soldiers to replace the casualties, the Army 
regularly combed through its serving men seeking to move fit soldiers from support 
sections into front line duties. One such trawl, in June 1917, saw Arthur’s transfer from 
the Ordnance Corps to the 2nd/4th Battalion West Riding [Duke of Wellington’s] 
Regiment, when he was renumbered as Private 17113. Four months later, on 3rd 
October 1917, he travelled from Folkestone to Boulogne, and then on to the Infantry 
Base Depot at Etaples. After a brief stint of further training there, he arrived at the 2nd/4th 
in the field on 11th October 1917. When he transferred from the Ordnance Corps to the 
2nd/4th he had lost his appointment as [unpaid] Lance Corporal and reverted to Private. 
However, on 10th December 1917 he was again appointed to the rank of Lance 
Corporal, and this time he was paid.  

The war diary for the 2nd/ 4th Battalion West Riding Regiment for the period leading up to 
Arthur’s death is very sparse, the whole of May 1918 is covered on just one page. The 
Battalion began the month at BOIS De WARNIMONT, out of the line and not doing very 
much. On the 16th May the Battalion went into the line in front of AGLAINZEVELLE, in 
place of the 4th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. The next entry is four days later, the 
20th, when the Battalion was relieved from that section of the line, back into support 
trenches. Then, on the 24th, they went back into the front line at BUCQUOY. There are 
no further entries for that month. 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

George Arthur was killed on the 26th May, presumably in the front line at BUCQUOY. As 
there are no details of any action on that day in the diary the inference would be that his 
death was occasioned by the effects of random German shelling, as indeed was the 
case.  

Arthur’s last letter home was written at six o’clock on Saturday 25th May 1918. In it he 
wrote of letters and parcels received, and how he is well; all the things men wrote back 
home to reassure their families. The letter concluded as follows: 

…Now to all of you, be of good cheer – I’m quite alright and in God’s hands. 
Fondest love to all, 
Ever your loving son, 
Arthur 

POST MORTEM 

Arthur’s personal effects were, in due course, sent back to his father, as were the 
Victory and British War Medals, to which he was entitled; although that process did not 
go as smoothly as it might have.  

Memo – 28th August 1918 
Sir, 
I am directed to forward the undermentioned articles of private property of the late No. 
17113 L/Cpl Whitfield G. A. 2/4th West Riding Regiment and would ask that you will 
kindly acknowledge receipt of same on the form opposite: 



Wallet, letters, photos, Religious Book, Extract from Corporation Proceedings, Cards 
[various] belt, 2 purses, Gold Ring [9ct] with three stones, 3 coins, 2 calendars, Fountain 
Pen, Wrist Watch Strap & Protection, Cigarette Holder, Silver Disc & Strap. 

George’s Father replied on the 30th August 

I have to acknowledge receipt of the articles as stated opposite, but other articles 
missing are Diary, Safety Razor, 18 ½ Francs, 3/6 money. These articles are named as 
being sent to me from the M. S. [?] through you. Please forward and oblige, 
George Whitfield 
On 29th July 1921 George Whitfield wrote to the Officer in charge of Records, 2/4th West 
Riding, asking why he had still not received the plaque to mark his son’s death, that had 
occurred some three years previously. This was one of several letters written from 1920 
onwards about the scroll and plaque and medals, all of which seem to have been 
dogged with problems. There is some other badly faded correspondence on this matter, 
which seems, eventually, to have been resolved satisfactorily. His father also wrote to 
complain that his son’s British War Medal had been stamped with the rank of Private – 
not L/Cpl as it should have been and that he was returning it to be re-issued correctly 
stamped. 

Extract from the Register of Soldiers’ Effects 

Whitfield, George Arthur   2/4th Battalion West Riding   L/Cpl 17113   Died 26-5-18 

Credit £9 19s 1d paid to father, George on 23-8-18 

War Gratuity £12 0s 0d paid to father, George on 20-11-19 



 

Lance Corporal George Arthur Whitfield is buried at BIENVILLERS MILITARY 
CEMETERY 

Bienvillers Military Cemetery 

Bienvillers Military Cemetery was begun in September 1915 by the 37th Division, 
carried on by other Divisions in the line until March 1917, reopened from March to 
September 1918, when the village was again near the front line, and completed in 1922-
24 when a number of graves, mainly of 1916, were brought in from the battlefields of the 
Ancre. Its twenty-one plots show a remarkable alternation of original burials in 
regimental or divisional groups, and groups of concentrated graves.  

The cemetery now contains 1,605 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the 
First World War. 425 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to 
two casualties known or believed to be buried among them. 

OBITUARY 

Following his death, George Whitfield received the following two letters, the first from 
the Rev. F. L. Buxton, and the other from Arthur’s Company Quartermaster Sergeant: 

France 
27/5/18 
Dear Mr Whitfield, 
It is with very deep regret that I write to inform you that your son – no 17113 L/C G. A. 
Whitfield, of the Duke of Wellington’s [West Riding] Regiment, was killed in action 
yesterday, the 26th May. I understand that it happened during a bombardment of the 
trenches they were occupying. A piece of shell struck him in the back of the head & 
must have killed him instantaneously. 



His body was brought out of the line & we buried him this afternoon in the British Military 
Cemetery at Bienvillars-au-Bois [some 10 or 12 miles south of Arras]. 

In the absence [in hospital] of his own “padre” I myself conducted the burial service & 
you may rest assured that he was interred with all honour and respect. 

Will you accept a stranger’s sympathy? 

May God Himself give you of the comfort & strength to bear the great burden of sorrow 
that has come upon you. 

Believe me 
Yours very sincerely 

[Rev] F. L. Buxton C. F.  

Att. 2/7 West Yorks. B. E. F. 

B. E. F. 
30/5/18 

Dear Mr Whitfield, 
I suppose by now you’ll have heard the very sad news about Arthur, but everyone in the 
Company would like you to have a little more than the cold official notice. They would 
like you to realise in what high esteem he was held & how much he will be missed by 
every single member of the Company. I am Company Quartermaster Sergeant & so 
have lived and worked with him since last December & grown very fond of him, as 
anybody would have done. I don’t know whether he was always singing at home, but he 
was always singing here & always so cheerful that he was one of those fellows who 
could sometimes make the rest of us forget there was a war in progress. 



 

He was killed almost instantaneously by a shell splinter and his body was brought down 
the same night to a military cemetery just behind the lines and buried with a short 
service to the sound of the “Last Post.” There were only a few of us there, but it was just 
as fine & sacred as any at home could have been. He is lying in the shadow of some big 
trees just near the entrance to a village & the cemetery is a very, very sacred spot out 
here. He’s got a neat white cross & I can assure you that however long the war may last 
his grave, like the others, will always be well cared for & visited again & again should we 
remain in this sector. 

I am unable to send you all his personal belongings, the bulk of these will have to pass 
through the usual army channels, but I enclose just one or two of the photographs he 
carried & the money in his possession. [Just a half-sovereign, the French money will 
have to be credited to his a/c and paid over to you in the balance. 

Any other information I could give you or anything I could possibly do for you would be 
my greatest pleasure & honour. 

With most sincere sympathy to yourself and the family, 

R. Wood 200770
“A” Company 2/4th D of W Reg.

 George Arthur Whitfield The Next of Kin Memorial Plaque & Scroll 

[both photos from the Ancestry tree of angellastreluk1] 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1913 



ERNEST ALFRED CASH CLASS OF 1913

BIRTH 

Although both his parents were from Cheshire, Ernest Alfred Cash was born 
in Bedford, towards the end of 1893, the son of John and Elizabeth Cash. 
In 1901 they were living at 9 Alma Street, Leicester, and the five children 
had been born in three different towns.  Their father John was a bricklayer, 
but there would have been bricklaying opportunities everywhere in the late 
Victorian period, so there was no need to move around the country in 
search of work. As a result, their peripatetic life is not typical. Also, 
bricklaying was a much humbler occupation than those followed by most 
of the fathers of pupils of the secondary school Ernest would attend, 
indicating that John may have possessed a specialist skill.   

EARLY LIFE 

Ernest’s school was Salford Secondary School for Boys, which in 1932 was renamed Salford Grammar 
School, a name which was immediately applied retrospectively by its former pupils at the time, to the 
School’s early years.  It was founded in 1904 and abolished in 1973 when the city adopted comprehensive, 
non-selective education.  The School was initially 75% fee-paying, with 25% of the places for scholarship 
boys.  On its foundation it took over the borough’s existing arrangements for male pupil-teacher training, 
and for many years there was a distinct stream of boys within the School heading for careers as teachers.  
There is evidence that for at least their last year they would spend half the week as pupils in their own 
School and half as teachers in a local elementary school.  Some would then go straight into assistant 
posts in local elementary schools, while others, like Ernest, went to specialist training colleges.   

In 1911 he was at home and working as a part time assistant teacher at St. Matthias’s Schools.  The family 
was living at 16 Brookland Street, Salford, and his parents now had ten children, of whom eight had 
survived.  In September that year the Joint Matriculation Board published the latest examination 
successes, and Ernest A Cash, Salford P.T.C., was listed among the successful candidates in the Second 
Division (Manchester Courier, 30 Sept. 1911).  P.T.C. would have stood for Pupil Teacher Centre and 
referred to the distinct stream of pupil-teachers within his School.   

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Ernest trained to be a teacher at Chester College, and left in 1914. He then worked for Salford Corporation 
Education Department. 



 

The Cash family c. 1915-17 

ARMY SERVICE 

Ernest originally enlisted with the Manchester Regiment but was sent to France on 21st September 1915 
as a Corporal in a specialist Company of the Royal Engineers.  He was subsequently commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in the Durham Light Infantry on 28th March 1917.  He was serving with the 14th 
Battalion of the DLI when he was wounded on 16th June 1917, dying the following day.  He was 23.  His 
unit was part of 18th Brigade in 6th Division and there was no major battle at the time, and so he would 
appear to have been killed by harassing artillery fire (intermittent fire over a long period of time designed 
to disrupt sleep, lower morale and impede the delivery of supplies).   

POST MORTEM 

A short announcement of his death appeared in the Manchester Evening News of 23rd June 1917 under the 
heading ‘Died of wounds’ and the following fuller report appeared one week later in the Salford Reporter: 

Second Lieutenant E. A. Cash 

Second Lieutenant Ernest A. Cash, Durham Light Infantry, killed in France on June 17, was 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Cash, 30 Penelope Road, Pendleton.  Lieutenant Cash was 23 years 
of age and educated at the Salford Secondary School and Chester Training College, 
afterwards becoming a teacher at St. Matthias’s Schools, Salford.  He enlisted in the 
Manchester Regiment in January 1915 but later transferred to the Chemistry Corps of the 
Royal Engineers and went to France in September 1915.  In December 1916 he was 
wounded and after recovery he received a Commission and went to France in May this year 
and had been out five weeks when he was killed on June 17.  In a letter Second Lieutenant 
Shearwood wrote to the deceased’s parents stating that Lieutenant Cash was seriously 
wounded on the night of June 16 by a German shell which came over the trenches and 
burst very near where he was.  His loss is deeply felt by all the officers and men in the 



 

battalion, by whom he was liked for his cheery manner even under the most trying 
circumstances. 

Ernest, who was unmarried, left a will and his effects were valued at £63 15s 6d. 

Ernest’s name appears on a number of war memorials.  Two other former pupils of his School, Harold 
Barrett and Charles Hollinshead, also attended Chester College, and all their names appear on both the 
Old Salfordians’ memorial plaque for former pupils of his School, which now hangs in the Peel Building 
of the University of Salford, and the memorial plaque in the Chapel at the University of Chester, the 
successor institution to his College.  His and Barrett’s names are among the 20 teachers on the 
Corporation Memorial in the old Town Hall on Bexley Square, Salford, nine of whom were Old Salfordians. 
Ernest is also named on the memorial plaque in St. John’s Church, Pendlebury. 



 

Newspaper cuttings announcing the death of Ernest Cash. 

The penny given to Ernest’s family, known as The King’s Penny. 

Ernest is buried at Nœux-les-Mines Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 
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VICTOR	KENNETH	MALPRESS	
CHESTER	COLLEGE	1911-13	

PRIVATE	(2867)	1ST/23RD	BATTALIONS	LONDON	REGIMENT	

KILLED	IN	ACTION	26TH	MAY	1915	

On	the	10th	June	1915	Victor	was	declared	

“Missing	in	Action	–	presumed	Dead”	

Remembered	with	Honour	

Le	Touret	Memorial	

Stone	No.	46	B	

Tragically Victor’s brother Robert Francis was also killed
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VICTOR KENNETH MALLPRESS 
BIRTH 

Victor Kenneth Mallpress was born on 7th March 1890 to William Mallpress and Rosetta 
Climson. His birth was registered in Skipton. 

His father moved from Chatteris in Cambridgeshire to Yorkshire some time between the 
1871 and 1881 censuses.  During that time he had a number of jobs. In the 1881 
census he was a gardener in domestic service.  At this time Rosetta Climson, who was 
to become his wife, was a Domestic Servant in Service in Dartford in Kent.  On 9th 
June 1884 they were married at St Peter’s Parish Church in Harrogate by Rev 
Lundy Edward William Foote.  At this time William’s occupation was given as a 
hairdresser. 

The 1891 census states that both William and his wife Rosetta were 28 
years old and lived in Bilton-with-Harrogate. They resided at 23 
Regent Avenue, a stone-built terraced house. Victor had two elder 
brothers at the time, Hubert William (5), (photograph on the right), 
and Robert Francis (3). His father’s occupation was given as a 
Concert Manager and living at the same address was a lodger, Fred 
Mills, aged 26, who was a “vocalist”.  By this time Victor’s family appear 
to be in the entertainment industry.  This family interest in music was to 
influence Victor, who later learned to play the violin. 
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EARLY LIFE 

At the time of the 1901 census, Victor’s mother Rosetta, at 38 years old, is still recorded 
as being married but she is also recorded as being Head of the Household.  There is no 
obvious trace of Victor’s father in the records, including death records. On the 26th 
August 1911 he is described on his son’s marriage certificate as a hairdresser but there 
is no indication that he is deceased. However, the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission record states that Victor’s parents were Rosetta Mallpress and 
the late William Mallpress.  

Rosetta became a self-employed Laundress working from home whilst bringing up her 
young family.  At this time Victor’s eldest brother Hubert, aged 15, was a pupil 
teacher and Robert was an Engine Wright at the coal pit.  The family were now 
living at 5 Station Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford. 

On 2nd April 1911 at the time of the 1911 Census, Victor had moved away and was  lodging at 
44 Oxford Road, Guiseley with a Mr. and Mrs. Frankland and two other boarders.  The Head 
of the Household Arthur Frankland was the sub-postmaster in the district and was also a 
confectioner.  Mrs. Frankland is recorded as being an assistant in the business. It seems 
likely that they ran the general stores and post office in the area. Victor Kenneth was recorded 
as being an Elementary School Teacher.  Since this was two years before he enrolled at 
Chester College it is likely that he became an Elementary School teacher having been a pupil 
Teacher. 
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CHESTER COLLEGE 

Later that year at the age of 21, Victor enrolled at Chester College.  He qualified two years 
later in 1913 as an Elementary School Teacher.  It is recorded in the College Collegian Magazine 
of 1915 that his fellow students remembered him for his violin playing. Mr Theodore Ardern, 
Committee Manager for The Collegian, wrote in the same edition: 

“Mallpress seemed to us who knew him at College too gentle 
a nature to do the rough work of war” 

When he qualified he went taught at Settle Street School in Lambeth, London. 

ARMY SERVICE 

Victor Kenneth had already attempted to enter the Army and the Navy Air Services but like 
many others from the College he was unsuccessful.

Twelve months after leaving Chester College, Victor’s teaching career was cut short when 
on 12th September 1914, he enlisted for four  years in the 23rd Battalion London Regiment of 
the Territorial Force, as 2876 Private Victor Kenneth Mallpress.  At the time he was living at 14 
St. Lawrence Road Brixton, London. 

The records describe him as a man aged 24 years 6 months whose height was 5 feet 6½ inches. 
His chest measurement was 35 inches when fully expanded and his range of expansion was 2½ 
inches. His vision and physical development were both described as good and he was 
described as being fit to serve in the Territorial Force. 

For the next six months Victor was in training with the London Regiment.  In a letter to Mr. 
Theodore Ardern written at Southampton 14th March 1915, he wrote:  

“The order has come at last.  I should like to know whether I am the first of my year to go across”. 

Mr Ardern then wrote:  

“I believe he had that honour.” 

The record shows that on 14th March 1915 Battalion he embarked from Southampton for France 
on the ship “Copenhagen”.  They landed at Le Havre the following day, and then marched 
for the next three days to their rest camp at Arques. They then continued marching to Lespesses, 
arriving on the 19th March and then on to St. Hilaire arriving on the 20th/21st March. 

There then followed an intensive week of training including drill, fire control, digging and filling in 
trenches and bayonet fighting – not forgetting the Divine Service, which all soldiers had to attend. At 
the end of the week the Battalion then marched again to Labeuvriere for more training in musketry 
and sniping. 

After Easter on 8th April 1915 the Battalion was on the march again, this time to Oblinghem 
where they stayed for further training for 3 days before moving on to Les Glaugmes,
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entering the trenches with the 1st Guards Brigade (Black Watch, Coldstream Guards, Cameron 
Highlanders and London Scottish) on 11th April.  After just over a week, sustaining light 
casualties (2 killed and 11 wounded) the Battalion left the trenches at 8.30pm and billeted at 
Mesplaux and Les Facons.  After more weeks of marching to Allouagne the Battalion re-entered 
the trenches at Rue du Bois at 6.30pm on 24th April.  

The Battalion war diaries then go into further details of life in the trenches over the next few days, 
including training in using telescopic sights with their rifles, breakfast, parades, drill and even 
leaving the trenches for a short time to bath in a nearby canal. 

The following extracts are from a letter to Mr Ardern dated 21st April: 

“I was very pleased to get your letter the other day.  You will probably be interested 
to know that it was delivered to me in the trenches, and in the advanced ones too.  In 
one portion we are only seventy yards away from the Germans.  Yet although we 
were in eight days I cannot really say I saw a German.  During the day it is suicide to 
look over the top so we use periscopes, and loopholes to fire from.  The loopholes 
are very dangerous too, as the German snipers soon discover them.  Most of the 
effective firing is done by snipers on both sides.  I think we had about five killed and 
fifteen wounded during our stay. Two of the killed were friends of mine.  We had 
rather a hot time once or twice, as shells and bombs dropped quite near us.  The last 
time, just before we were relieved on Monday, they were dropping within twenty 
yards of us.  It was quite a different experience from what I expected though.  No 
one took much notice of them, especially if they were dropping about 100 yards 
away.  They just went on boiling water and preparing tea &c.  I sat with my back to 
the parapet and wrote two letters while the shells were dropping in front of me, and I 
can’t say that I felt the slightest alarm. …. We get on very well behind the lines with 
the French people, and drink countless “cafes au lait” in the estaminets [small cafés].  
Strange to say I got most sleep in the trenches the one night it rained.  We are 
on “look-out” one hour in every three and we “stand-to” at dawn, about 3-30 or 4-0, 
so really we don’t get much chance. …  When leaving the trenches we are all more 
or less exhausted through want of sleep, and we have a fairly long march.  A band 
met us half a mile from home and played us in to the tune of “Old Comrades”  
- my favourite”

On 11th May the 23rd Battalion marched to Le Preol for 4 days, then on to Beuvry on 
22nd May, and then back in the trenches at Givenchy. 

On 25th May 1915 the Battalion received orders to attack the German trenches at J.7 
200yds south of their position.  Victor’s Battalion attacked just north of the Hamlet of Givenchy.  
Going over the top with bayonets they took and held the German front line capturing and 
occupying the German trench.  However conditions were so bad that they were confined to a 
narrow section of the trench and when the German troops regrouped they attacked from either 
end of the trench using machine guns and inflicted very heavy casualties on the 23rd 
Battalion of the London Regiment.  The Battalion incurred 499 casualties, including three 
officers who were killed or wounded.  Amongst the soldiers who were killed was Victor. 
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The following day the remaining soldiers were relieved by the 20th Battalion London Regiment 
and on the 26th May Victor Kenneth was recorded as “Missing in Action and it was later assumed 
for official purposes that he died on that day. However, it is more likely that he was killed 
during the battle on the previous day, 25th May 1915, during what became known as the Battle of 
Festubert. 

On 27th May the Division reported to the Battalion the names of just 122 of the soldiers who had 
been killed the day before and had been buried. 

Below are the lyrics of the song Old Comrades” written by German composer Carl Teike around 
1889. 

Old Comrades 
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This transcribed copy of the Army Casualty Form gives details of Victor’s Service and also 
the medals he received.  (Unfortunately some of the signatures are difficult to read.) 

In 1915 it was reported in the Collegian Magazine that Victor’s brother Robert, who was in 
Northern France, having heard that the 23rd London Regiment had been cut up was able to 
make direct enquires.  Victor was officially reported as “unaccounted for”, but further enquiry led 
him to two men who were with Victor when he died.  They told Robert that Victor was struck in 
the neck by a bullet, and that he died 10 minutes later. 

Tragically, on 15th June 1915, less than a week after Robert Francis Mallpress found out about 
Victor he was also killed in action.  He was a Sergeant in the Yorkshire Regiment and was aged 
28 years when he died leaving a widow Alice Mallpress. 
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His eldest brother Hubert who had married Annie Vanda Tolson on 26th August 1911 when they 
were both recorded as School Teachers, survived the war and passed away aged 80 
in Maidstone, Kent.   This was the birthplace of their mother Rosetta and she had returned 
there possibly with Hubert and Annie some years earlier. 

On June 10th 1915, 2876 Private Victor Kenneth Mallpress was declared as “Missing in Action 
– Presumed Dead”, aged just 25.

LEST WE FORGET 

Private Mallpress was awarded the British War and Victory Medals together with the Star Medal 
and his affects in the sum of £3 : 12 shillings and 1 penny (about £3.60) were delivered to his 
mother, Rosetta on June 1st 1920 at 9 Southfield Terrace, Birkenshaw, Bradford.  

© National Army Museum 

MEDAL ROLL 

This document is transcription of the Medal Roll document that can be found in the National 
Archives.  
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POST MORTEM 

Sadly no Graves exist for Victor or Robert. 

There is a memorial to the fallen at Le Touret Military Cemetery, Richebourg L’Avoue. Their 
names are inscribed on a panel in the archways at Le Touret. 

Le Touret Memorial 

This is the Registry entry for Victor Kenneth Mallpress giving details of his date of death, his next of 
kin and details regarding which panel of the memorial on which his name appears.   

© CWGC 
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Also Victor Kenneth and his brother Robert Francis 
are both remembered on the Memorial Rood Screen 
at St Paul’s Church, Birkenshaw. 

Victor Kenneth is of course also remembered on 
the Memorial Plaque in the Chapel at the University 
of Chester (formerly Chester College):  

The commentary in The Collegian of September 1915 says: 

“Mallpress seemed to us who knew him at College too gentle of nature to do 
the rough work of war – so much more sacred and eloquent is his service and 
his sacrifice, so much more sure and binding is his claim upon us for honour 
and sweet memory.” 

© Josie Craven “Craven Index Website” 
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Sources	and	Copyright	

Thank	you	to:	

• My	colleague	Sue	Carmichael	for	all	her	help	with	the	research,	which	I	have	used	to	create
this biography	and	for	the	help	she	has	given	with	tracing	and	contacting	relatives.		Also	to	Sue
and Mike	Bambury	proof	reading	this	biography.

• The	 National	 Archives	 for	 information	 found	 on	 the	 documents	 they	 hold	 which	 have	 been
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HENRY SAMUEL ROBERTS CLASS OF 1913 

BIRTH 

Henry Samuel Roberts was born in October 1889 to Samuel and Emily Elizabeth Roberts nee Rawlings. 
At the time the family lived in Saffron Walden in Essex. Henry later had a younger brother Herbert John. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the age of 11 Henry had become a boarder at St. Oswald’s College, a prestigious independent 
College (now Ellesmere College) in Ellesmere, Shropshire  

 

 

His parents had emigrated to Canada, so Henry then lived with his grandfather at Wistanswick Farm, 
Market Drayton in Shropshire. 



COLLEGE 

Henry attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1913 to become an elementary school 
teacher in Shropshire. He was living at Holmlea, Woolerton, Market Drayton in Shropshire 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Henry served with the 1st/6th Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment and had been promoted to Sergeant 
by the time of his death. Regimental no. 240987 

LEST WE FORGET 

Henry was killed in action on 16th February 1918 near Cambrai in France. He was 28 years old. 

POST MORTEM 

Henry is buried in Fins New British Cemetery, Sorel Le Grand, Somme in France. 

Fins and Sorel were occupied at the beginning of April 1917, in the German Retreat to the Hindenburg 
Line. The first British burials at Fins were carried out in the Churchyard and the Churchyard Extension, 
and the New British Cemetery was not begun until July 1917.  



He is also remembered on a family gravestone at Stoke upon Tern St Peter Churchyard, Shropshire. 

 

Administration with Will limited London 3 November 1919 to Thomas Henry Roberts, farmer, attorney 
of Samuel Roberts. £202. 15s 1d. 

 

Henry was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

 



 



THOMAS HENRY TIFFIN CLASS OF 1913

BIRTH 

Thomas Henry Tiffin was born on 29th May, 1893 to Thomas and Elizabeth Tiffin 
(née Mattinson) in Carlisle, Cumbria. They lived at 7, Howe Street, Carlisle. 

EARLY LIFE 

Thomas was the youngest son of four born to Thomas Tiffin and his wife Elizabeth 
née Mattinson. Thomas was a “relieving officer”, this job meant that it was to him that 
the poor and destitute had to apply if they wanted to receive poor relief. It would 
have been his job to assess each claim and report to the Poor Law Guardians. Both 
Thomas and Elizabeth’s families came from the Caldbeck area. The Tiffins were 
farm labourers and miners. Thomas and Sarah Mattinson ran the Red Lion at Castle 
Sowerby for many years. His brother William died aged 22 and other brother 
Frederick emigrated to Australia. 

Thomas attended the Grammar School as a day pupil before going to Chester 
Training College to train to be a teacher. One of his brothers, John James, also 
attended the Grammar School, and he trained to be a teacher at St. Mark’s College 
in London. He too served in World War One and he survived the war to pursue a 
teaching career. 

At school Thomas was a great sportsman. He won prizes for cricket ball throwing, 
high jump, broad jump, and played for the cricket, rugby and football teams and won 
the half mile running race and the 300 yard dash. He shone on the cricket field 
where he was a good bowler and was described in the Carliol Magazine as “a 
natural bat with a wonderful stroke to leg”.   

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Thomas enrolled at Chester College on 10th February, 1912. His prowess on the 
sports fields continued as in 1912 at Chester Training College he represented the 
college at rugby and was elected captain for the following year’s cricket season, 
where he bowled many a team out often taking five wickets or more in an innings. In 
the June 1913 issue of The Collegian, Thomas’ cricketing achievements as a bowler 
are acknowledged, and he clearly played throughout the season, representing the 
College at numerous matches. There is also mention of him attending a reunion of 
ex Seniors at the Albion Hotel in Manchester, where he was one of the speakers.   

His exam results at college were not as good; he was bottom in the Christmas 1912 
exams! 



MILITARY SERVICE 

Thomas joined the 8th Battalion of the Border Regt as a private, but the exact date of 
his enlistment is unknown. The battalion wasn’t mobilised for war until 27th 
September, 1915. On 1st July, 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, 
thirteen divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from 
north of Gommecourt to Maricourt. On the 2nd/3rd July nearly 450 of their number 
were killed at Martinsaart Wood near Thiepval. They then had a week in the reserve 
line of trenches. Between the 8th and the 12th the battalion was gradually deployed 
to the front line. On 13th and 14th July they attacked the German line at Ovillers.  

LEST WE FORGET 

Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences were 
barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were 
catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack 
was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment 
were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. 
However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter 
attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained.  

On 15th July, 1916 Thomas was killed in action in the trenches at Ovillers. Later that 
day the Cheshire Regiment relieved them. 

At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an 
original objective of 1st July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October 
and into November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the 
Somme finally ended on 18th November with the onset of winter. 

POST MORTEM 

Thomas’ medal card showing that he was awarded the British War and Victory 
medals for service to his country. 



 

Thomas is remembered at Thiepval Memorial 

The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names 
of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African 
forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th March, 1918 and have no known 
grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916.  

The memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the 
joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of 
Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot of the memorial. 

Each year a major ceremony is held at the memorial on 1st July. 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1914 



ALFRED JOSEPH CORNISH CLASS OF 1914

BIRTH 

Alfred Cornish was born on 12th January, 1889 to Alfred John Code Cornish and Martha Cornish of 3, 
Edinburgh Rd. Liverpool. Alfred was baptised at St. Silas Church, Pembroke Place, Liverpool. Alfred 
senior was a postal clerk originally from Devon; Alfred’s mother was originally from Ireland. 

EARLY LIFE 

Alfred was later to have a brother, Norman John, and two sisters, Maria and Florence. By the time of 
the 1901 census, the family had moved to 79, Leopold Rd., West Derby, Liverpool. By 1911, the family 
had moved again to 40 Church Rd., Stanley, Liverpool. By now Alfred was 22 years old and is recorded 
in the 1911 census as being a student teacher. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Alfred attended Chester College from 1911 until leaving in 1914, and is also recorded as having attended 
the University of Liverpool. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

On 5th September 1914, shortly after leaving Chester College, Alfred enlisted in the 19th battalion of the 
King’s (Liverpool) Regiment as Private 21469 Alfred Joseph Cornish.  He was 25 years old. On enlisting, 
it is recorded that Alfred was a schoolmaster, was 5ft 7in tall and weighed 142lbs (10st 2lb).  Whilst 
Alfred served for almost four years in the army, records tell us that he did receive a reprimand and 
seven days fatigues for having ‘dirty boots’ during an inspection by his Commanding Officer in July, 
1915. On 6th November, 1915 he left for France.  

On 26th March 1916 Alfred was promoted to an unpaid Lance Corporal. This was later confirmed as 
being a fully paid Corporal in July 1916. A year later Alfred was wounded, but rejoined his unit just one 
month later in August 1917. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Alfred's regiment, the King’s Liverpool Regiment, was in action on the Somme in early 1918. On 28th 
March Alfred was killed in action between Folies and Mézières. He was 29 years old. 

POST MORTEM 

Alfred left £17, 12 shillings and 8 pence (approximately £17.66) which was distributed equally between 
his mother, Martha, brother Norman, and sisters Florence and Marie, his father having passed away 
previously. 



 

Alfred was awarded the 1914-15 Star, the Victory and British medals. 

He is remembered at the Pozières Memorial in the Somme. 

http://image2.findagrave.com/photos/2013/320/16082146_138472708610.jpg


 



EDGAR HOOK CLASS OF 1914            
 
                                   
BIRTH 

Edgar Hook was born in Headington, Oxfordshire in the spring of 1889, the only child of Thomas 
Hook (born 1855/56 in Radley) and his wife Laura (née Hickman, born in 1854/55 in Acton, West 
London). The couple had been married in 1882/83 and were living at 8, Cranham Street in Jericho 
in 1891. 

EARLY LIFE 

The family were still at this address in 1901 and Edgar's aunt, Eliza Cresswell, and maternal 
grandfather, George Hickman, were living with them. Eliza moved with them when the family 
relocated to 15, Bedford Street in Iffley Fields, which is where they were living in 1911 (and 
remained until at least 1922). In 1891, Edgar's father was a Post Office sorting clerk; by 1911 he 
had risen to be a Post Office overseer (though by 1917 he had retired). 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Edgar attended Chester College until 1914 when he was certificated as a Teacher.  

ARMY SERVICE 

At some time before 1917, Edgar enlisted in Acton, first joining the ‘Ox & Bucks’ Light Infantry as a 
Corporal, service no. TR/12205. He later transferred to the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers with the rank 
of Sergeant, service no. 47039. 

The 9th (County Tyrone) Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was formed at Omagh, in September 
1914, from the Tyrone Volunteers that were attached to 3rd Brigade, Ulster Division. On the 2nd 
November, 1914 the formation was renamed 109th. Brigade, 36th. Division. The men trained at 
Dufferin and Ava Estate at Clandeboye, County Down and in July, 1915, the Division moved to 
Seaford, in Sussex, England and then to France in early October, 1915. The 36th Ulster Division is 
most famous for their action on the first day of the Battle of the Somme on 1st of July, 1916, when 
they were one of the few Divisions to reach their objective by capturing the German stronghold at 
the Schwaben Redoubt. The front lines were at the edge of Thiepval Wood and the Division’s 
troops crossed about 400 yards of No Man's Land, entering the Schwaben Redoubt, (close to 
where the Ulster Tower stands today) then advancing on towards Stuff Redoubt. The men held out 
for the day but, as their stocks of bombs and ammunition dwindled, they were forced to fall back. 
The casualties suffered by the 36th Division on that day were over 5,000 in total. Nine men of the 
36th Division were awarded the Victoria Cross on 1st of July 1916. In 1917 they were in action at 
The Battle of Messines, capturing Wytschaete and in the Battle of Langemarck during the Third 
Battles of Ypres and the Cambrai Operations where the Division captured Bourlon Wood. In 1918, 
they were in action on the Somme in the Battles of the Lys and the Final Advance in Flanders 
(http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/greatwar/allied/alliedarmy-view.php?pid=6322). 



 

In November, 1917, when he was 28, Edgar married Winifred Mary Lucas at St Matthew's Church. 
She was 25 and a telegraph clerk, born in Oxford. Her father, Arthur Lucas, was a Post Office 
superintendent, so the families may have known each other through work. The Lucas family 
(Arthur, his wife Catherine, Winifred and her sister Phyllis) lived at 29, Western Road and, following 
her marriage, Winifred continued to live there whilst Edgar was away in service; Edgar used this as 
his address. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Edgar was killed nine months later, on 3rd August, 1918, aged 29, in Northern France. The area to 
the east of St Jans-Cappel and Bailleul to the south had been captured by the Germans during 
Operation Georgette the previous April. Edgar was part of 36th Division holding the line here, 
before much of the ground taken in April was successfully recaptured by the Allies at the end of 
August and in early September, 1918. 

Edgar was buried at the Mont Noir Military Cemetery, St Jans-Cappel. The Commonwealth War 
Graves description is as follows: 

“St. Jans-Cappel is a village three kilometres north of Baillieul. Leave St. Jans-Cappel on the D223 
heading north. Mont-Noir Military Cemetery is on the southern slope of the hill to the left of the 
D223. It is reached by a 100 metre track which is unsuitable for private cars. 

The hill was captured by the Cavalry Corps on the 13th October, 1914, and held throughout the 
Battles of the Lys in 1918. On the North side of the Berthen-Westoutre road, is the Battle Memorial 
of the 34th Division, marking the final position of Divisional Headquarters in the Battles of the Lys. 
The Cemetery was made in April-September 1918, and at the Armistice it contained 91 British 
graves and 33 French (all of the 26th Dragoons or the 88th Infantry Regiment). It was then enlarged 
by the concentration of British and French graves (including one of November 1914) from the 
battlefields immediately South of it and the following cemetery:- WOLFHOEK BRITISH 
CEMETERY, ST. JANS-CAPPEL, which was by the roadside, nearly 200 metres south-west of the 
hamlet of Wolfhoek and contained the graves of 23 United Kingdom soldiers. It was made in 
August-September 1918, mainly by the 36th (Ulster) Division. Also, near the centre of the cemetery 
are the graves of two unidentified British soldiers of the 1939-1945 War. There are now 149 
Commonwealth burials of the 1914-1918 war here, 15 being unidentified. There are two 
unidentified Commonwealth burials of the 1939-1945 war here. There are also 84 French burials of 
the 1914-1918 war here. The cemetery covers an area of 1,315 square metres and is enclosed by 
a low rubble wall.” (https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/27403/mont-noir-military-
cemetery,-st.-jans-cappel/) 

At the request of his widow, Winifred, “We loved thee well / but Jesus loves thee best / Good night'” 
was inscribed on his headstone. 



 

POST MORTEM 

It seems that Winifred moved to Bournemouth (14 King George Avenue, Moordown) soon after 
Edgar's death. He left her his estate of £184 15s (the modern-day equivalent of approximately 
£8,000). 

The British War Medal and Victory Medal 
awarded for Edgar’s service in WWI 

Edgar Hook’s Medal Card 



  



 
 

ALFRED PEARSON CLASS OF 1914 
BIRTH 

Alfred Pearson was born on 5th May 1893 at 12 Stockbridge St., Everton, Liverpool. He 
was the son of Thomas (a taxi cab proprietor) and Jane Pearson, who was originally 
from Birkenhead. Alfred was baptised in St. Saviour’s Church, Everton, Liverpool on 
12th July, 1893. 

EARLY LIFE 

The Pearson family moved to 69 Granton Rd., Anfield, Liverpool. Alfred’s parents had 
been married for 25 years when he was born; he had six brothers and two sisters. 
Altogether, his parents had 14 children, eight of whom had survived childhood in 
addition to Alfred: Thomas, John, Joseph, William, Arthur, James, Jane and Lillian. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Alfred had attended Chester College, leaving in 1914 as a qualified teacher. He went on 
to teach at Boaler Street School in Liverpool. Built in 1902, Boaler Street School was 
built in connection with Butler St. School.  It changed its name to Newsham School, and 
amalgamated with Butler St. in the 1990s to form New Park Primary School. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Alfred enlisted in Liverpool on 2nd September, 1914, aged 21 years and 120 days old, 
shortly after he began his teaching career. His enlistment papers show that he was 5ft 
11in tall, weighed just over 11 stone and had brown hair and brown eyes. He joined up 
with the Kings (Liverpool) 18th Battalion – commonly known as the “Liverpool Pals.” On 
19th June, 1915 he was appointed paid Lance Corporal and promoted to Corporal on 1st  
September. 

On 7th November, 1915 Alfred sailed for France with his battalion on board the SS 
Invicta. 

 



 

Attestation paper for Alfred. 

On 12th January, 1916 Alfred was wounded on the nose by shrapnel and treated for 
three days at a Field Ambulance. He returned to duty on 22nd January. 

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

Alfred Pearson was killed in action on 1st July, 1916 whilst with A Company – the first 
day of the Battle of the Somme. He had been on service in France for 237 days. Alfred 
has no known grave. 

A Franco-British offensive on the Somme was planned as the major Allied effort on the 
Western Front in 1916. The start of a desperate struggle between French and German 
forces at Verdun in February meant that the British Army would have to assume the 
main role. It was a mixture of pre-war regular soldiers, territorials and volunteers. Many 



 

belonged to 'pals' battalions, drawn from local communities, clubs and places of work, 
who joined up, trained and fought together.  

On 1st July there were catastrophic losses in the north of the British line with attacks 
near Serre, Beaumont-Hamel, Thiepval and La Boisselle – all ending in failure. In the 
south, however, British and French forces made better progress. During the following 
days, British efforts were focused on exploiting this success. Pushing north, the British 
drove back the Germans, capturing the villages of La Boisselle and Contalmaison, while 
much of the strongly defended Mametz Wood fell to the 38th (Welsh) Division and 
Trônes Wood to the 18th (Eastern) Division. 

An estimated 3.5 million men took part in the Battle of the Somme in 1916. By its end, 
well over one million had become casualties. Precise figures are almost impossible to 
calculate. The British official history concluded that the forces of the British Empire had 
suffered some 420,000 killed, wounded or missing, although the total was almost 
certainly higher. The French Army sustained more than 204,000 casualties. German 
records documented a total of nearly 430,000 killed, wounded or missing, but other 
estimates suggest a far greater number.  

The battle had significant military, political, industrial and domestic consequences for all 
the countries involved. Many men returned home with physical or psychological wounds 
that never healed. Even those who survived unscathed, would carry their experiences 
for the rest of their lives.  

Thiepval Anglo-French Cemetery contains the graves and memorials of 300 servicemen 
of the British Empire and 300 French servicemen. Rising above the cemetery is the 
Thiepval Memorial which bears the names of more than 72,250 British and South 
African servicemen who died on the Somme and who have no known grave. In addition, 
the memorial commemorates the Anglo-French Alliance during the First World War. 



 

POST MORTEM 

Alfred is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial in France and also on the war memorial 
that once stood in the Church of St. Simon and St. Jude on Anfield Rd, Liverpool. The 
memorial is now in the safekeeping of Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. 

Thiepval memorial to the missing. 

Alfred was entitled to the 1914-15 star and the British war and Victory medals. 

OBITUARY 



 



RICHARD HAROLD SKINNER CLASS OF 1914 

BIRTH 

Richard Harold Skinner was born in the summer of 1893 at Widnes, one of two children 
born to Charles and Elizabeth (Lee) Skinner. Charles Skinner had been born in 
Westbury, Wiltshire in 1867, a son of George Skinner, an agricultural labourer and his 
wife Louisa Ashley. 

EARLY LIFE 

By the 1880s, Richard’s father Charles was living with his parents, George and Louisa, 
elder sister, Prudence, elder brother, Tom, and younger brother, Joseph at 120, Leigh 
Road, Hindley. All of the children had been born in Wiltshire, but all in different villages, 
so it was clear that they were accustomed to regular changes of address. Charles, aged 
13, was already working down the mines as a drawer (pushing tubs of coal).  

In 1891, Charles was still living in Leigh Road, Hindley, but with his brother Jesse and 
his family. Both Charles and Jesse were employed as coal miners. The following year 
saw Charles marry Elizabeth Lee, probably at Widnes; the marriage was registered at 
Prescot which includes the district of Widnes. Elizabeth was from Widnes and it is 
probable that it was there that they set up home immediately following their marriage. 

The family could not been found in the 1901 census, but in 1911, they were living at 108, 
Oakland Street, Widnes. Charles was then working as a general labourer for a soap 
manufacturer and his son Richard was a student. Another soap manufacturer’s labourer, 
Thomas Shaw, a 71-year-old widower, boarded with them. The census entry records 
that Charles and Elizabeth had a second child, but that he or she had died. There are 
three possible candidates for this second child: Isabel Agnes, born in 1895 and died in 
1897 aged two; Henry, born 1896 and died 1897; and Hilda Mary, born 1896 and died in 
1897. All of these children had births and deaths registered at Prescot. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Richard was a student at Chester College when war broke out and he later taught at 
Brassey Street School, Birkenhead. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

We do not know when he enlisted, only that he served as Private 25530 19th Battalion, 
King’s (Liverpool) Regiment. 

 



 

“LEST WE FORGET” 

Richard’s death was registered in the June quarter of 1916 at Prescot. He was buried in 
St Luke’s Cemetery, Farnworth and the cemetery information gives his death date as 
4th June, 1916. The place of death was recorded as Preston Brook, Halton, Cheshire. 
There was an auxiliary hospital called Oaklands at Preston Brook, which was a Red 
Cross military hospital, and it is likely that it was there that Richard Harold Skinner died. 

Oaklands Hospital 
The Daresbury Hotel was built on the site of a house called ‘Oaklands’. It was in the 
style of a Scottish baronial mansion, similar to The Beeches, in Moore. Oaklands was 
owned by the Greenall family and used as a military hospital during WW1. It was staffed 
by the Daresbury division of the Red Cross. 

POST MORTEM 

There are no surviving army service papers for Richard, he does not appear in the 
medal rolls, nor does he have an entry in the Register of Soldiers’ Effects. This usually 
means that he did not have any service abroad, and the probability is that he died 
following an accident or of sickness before he was posted overseas. 



 



 
ALFRED OSMOND STRINGER  
CLASS OF 1914 
BIRTH 

Alfred Osmond Stringer was born on 12th January, 1894 at Golborne, the 
second child of Alfred Robinson Stringer and Mary Ann Stringer. In 1901, 
the family were living at 89 High Street, Golborne, where Alfred senior had his business 
as a ‘Tonsorial artist and shopkeeper’ as he was described in the 1901 census. At that 
date, in addition to Alfred, Mary Ann and Alfred Osmond, was the youngest child, 
Harold, and William H. Mills, who was employed as a hairdresser’s assistant. The oldest 
child, Olivia, was not with the family on the night of the census. 

EARLY LIFE 

Alfred Osmond showed early promise as a scholar, as can be seen by the following 
extract detailing his scholarship award:  
 
Extract from Wigan Observer and District Advertiser 1st August, 1906 
COUNTY COUNCIL EXAMINATION RESULTS 
LOCAL SUCCESSES 
The results of the examinations in connection with the Lancashire Education Committee 
of the County Council are to hand, and we extract the following successes:   
Junior Exhibition, restricted to children from public elementary schools, providing free or 
assisted tuition and travelling expenses, or maintenance allowance [if necessary] 
tenable for a term not exceeding four years: 
… Alfred O. Stringer, Golborne Central … 
 
Alfred was duly enrolled as a pupil at Wigan Grammar School in the autumn of 1906, 
where he continued to thrive and to achieve success.  
 
Extract from the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer 21st August 1911 
OXFORD LOCAL EXAMINATIONS 
PASS LIST 
Containing the names of the senior candidates born on or after July 1 1892, who 
satisfied the examiners and obtained the title of Associate in Arts:  
… Wigan G. S. - … A. O. Stringer … 
 
In 1911, the family were still at High Street, Golborne. Olivia, then aged 18, had no 
occupation listed, and both Alfred, aged 17, and Harold, aged 12, were described as 
students. By this point in time Alfred Snr. was a hairdresser. 
 
 



 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Alfred graduated from Chester College in 1914 and went to teach at Astley Church 
School, Atherton. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Like so many others, his service papers have not survived; but we do know that he 
enlisted originally as Private 2833 in the Royal Scots in the early days of 1914. He was 
later transferred to the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). In August 1916 he went out to the 
front and was about to be raised to a commissioned officer. 

Extract from the war diary of 1st Battalion Scottish Rifles 

On the 24th October 1916 the Battalion were in reserve at Guillemont. They remained there until 
27th October 

28th October 1916 
Le Boeuf 
Orders received for the Battalion to attack HAZY TRENCH in conjunction with the 5th Scottish Rifles on 
a 1 company front. 
Heavy shelling 6 men killed 14 wounded. 

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

29th October 1916 
Attack on HAZY TRENCH by D Company at 5.45 am. No preliminary bombardment. Company 
enfiladed from right by M.G. fire & suffered heavy casualties & were unable to gain their objective. B 
Company went forward to support & entrenched themselves 50 y. in front of BARISTKA TRENCH. 

Casualties: Capt. Brickman killed, 2/Lts Angus, Anniston, Boyd missing. 2/Lt Dalrymple wounded. 
Casualties in other ranks: 17 killed, 49 wounded, 33 missing

It was whilst serving with the 1st Battalion, as Sergeant 40336, that Alfred was killed in 
action on Sunday, 29th October, 1916. 



 

POST MORTEM 

Alfred’s medal card shows that he was awarded the Victory and British War Medals, but 
not the 1914 or 1915 Star, so he did not go to France until the beginning of 1916, which 
suggests enlistment at some point no later than the late summer of 1915.  

He has no known grave and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. His entry in 
the register of deceased soldiers’ effects records that his death was presumed on or 
since 29th October, 1916. His War Gratuity, £12 0s 0d, was paid to his father, his sole 
legatee.  



 

OBITUARY 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1915 



ERIC TREZIER BAKER CLASS OF 1915 
BIRTH 

Eric Trezier (sometimes written as Trezise) Baker was born in October 1892 to Thomas Treyise and Ellen 
Susan Baker of Fazakerley, Liverpool. Thomas was a schoolmaster and Ellen a housewife, originally from 
Oxfordshire. Eric was baptized at St. Mary's, Walton-on-the-Hill Church in Walton, Liverpool on 23rd October 
1892. Eric’s middle name Trezier was often misspelt and appears in various forms even as a middle name for 
his sister Beatrice. 

EARLY LIFE 

At the time of the 1901 census, Eric and his family, elder sister Madeline aged 9, Ellen aged 7, Beatrice aged 4, 
brother Gordon aged 2 and youngest sister Marian aged 5 months were living at 221 Lower Lane Fazakerley, 
Liverpool. (the land is now part of Aintree Hospital Liverpool) 

By 1911 the family was still living in Lower Lane, Liverpool and Eric, now aged 18, was a part-time student 
teacher in Liverpool. Eric’s sister Ellen now 17 was also a student teacher in Liverpool.  

Eric later moved to 15 Albert Drive, Orrel Park, Liverpool with his family and was resident there when he was 
killed. 

COLLEGE 

Eric attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1915 but no record of him teaching after this exists. It is 
possible he joined the Armed Forces beforehand. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Eric joined the Royal Flying Corps, 65th Squadron and was recommended for promotion  to Flying Officer on 11th 
September 1917. This was confirmed as of 1st January 1918 and just a little under 3 weeks later, on 19th January 1918, he 
was reported as missing when flying a B2468 Sopwith Camel in a formation of 5 Camels when they attacked 17 Enemy 
Aircraft and was last seen going down in a spin followed by 2 Albatros Scouts between Westroosebeke-Staden. 

 



LEST WE FORGET 

Eric was killed in action on 19th January 1918 when his Sopwith Camel aircraft, last seen between West Roosbeke and 
Staden, was believed to have gone down under control. He was 27 years old. 

POST MORTEM 

Eric is remembered on the Arras Flying Services memorial. 

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916 and the system of tunnels upon which the 
town is built were used and developed in preparation for the major offensive planned for April 1917. The adjacent 
ARRAS FLYING SERVICES MEMORIAL commemorates almost 1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the Royal 
Flying Corps, the Australian Flying Corps and the Royal Air Force, either by attachment from other arms of the forces of 
the Commonwealth or by original enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western Front and who have no known 
grave.  

Eric was awarded the British War and Victory Medals but as you can see from the Medal Roll Index Card, the medals 
were returned by his father and subsequently scrapped.  



 

 



HENRY PERCIVAL CHAFFEY 
CHESTER COLLEGE 1913-15 

SECOND LIEUTENANT (2938) HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY 

KILLED IN ACTION 10TH AUGUST 1917 

Henry Percival Chaffey

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

In Memory of

Second Lieutenant

Honourable Artillery Company who died on 10 August 1917 Age 22

Son of Eliza Chaffey, of 73, Waterloo Rd., Aldershot.
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HENRY	PERCIVAL	CHAFFEY	
BIRTH	

On the 18th March 1895 Henry Manning Chaffey, a policeman, married Eliza Kilby: 

Ten years later their son Henry Percival was born on 3rd 
May 1895. At the time his parents were living at 3 
Abingdon Villas, Waterloo Road, Aldershot.  On the parish 
baptism record of the Holy Trinity Church in 
Aldershot, Henry’s father’s occupation is given as 
'Policeman'. 

EARLY	LIFE	

By the time of the 1901 Census Henry is six, he and his family, including three 
sisters Mary Elizabeth (15), Ellen Louisa (12) and Priscilla Charlotte Muriel (10) and 
brother John Walter (1), are still living at 3 Abingdon Villas, Waterloo Road, 
Aldershot with his parents and his mother’s brother Gerald Kilby. Henry senior’s 
occupation is given as Railway Police Constable.  



 © JL 

By this time, Henry had been enrolled at the East End Elementary Boys School, and 
he and his sisters are recorded as 'Scholars'.  

In 1901 Henry’s brother, John Walter, died at the age of one. Then, in December 1902 
Henry’s father died leaving his pregnant wife to look after the family which eight months 
later, included another son, Leslie George who was born on 13 August 1903: 

Some time after Leslie’s birth and baptism, the family moved to 73 
Waterloo Road where they are living at the time of the 1911 Census.  

At the time of the Census, living with Henry (Harry), Leslie and his 
widowed mother are his three sisters. Elizabeth (Bessie) was 
recorded as being a 'Dressmaker', Louisa a 'Florist' and Muriel has 
become a 'School Teacher'.

© Peter Myles  http://www.historyofaldershot.co.uk/ 
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On 14th September 1909 Henry had moved schools and he became a pupil at Aldershot 
County School where he was placed in the Preparatory Form.  He attended the school as a 
Day Pupil. 

In March 1911 he passed the Oxford Junior Local Examination with 3rd Class Honours and on 
the 1st August of the same year he became a Pupil Teacher, which exempted him 
from payment of any fees for a period of two years. 

In March 1913 he gained an Oxford Senior Local Certificate, followed in July of the same 
year by an Oxford Senior Local Certificate in Mathematics. 

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

Whilst he was a Pupil Teacher at Aldershot County School, Henry Percival obviously 
decided that, like his sister Muriel, he wanted a career in teaching and so he enrolled at 
Chester College where he started his course in September 1913.  An entry on the school 
record  above shows this to be the case. 

He remained at the College until 1915 when he abandoned his course to join the 
Honourable Artillery Company. 



© JL 

This entry in the Chester College Collegian of 1915 records not only this fact, but also gives 
some detail with regard to his training and some of his duties. 

MILITARY	SERVICE	

Henry enlisted in HAC on18th January 1915. 

© Honourable Artillery Company Archives

At the time he gave two home addresses:  73 Waterloo Road where he had been living with 
his family, and The Cottage, Chester, which was his residence whilst studying at 
Chester College. 

Honourable Artillery Company Membership List 1915-19 

© Honourable Artillery Company Archives

According to the Chester College Collegian Magazine entry of 1915, Henry became a 
Sergeant and did his training in London where amongst other tasks he had guard duty at the 
Bank of England. 

On 3rd January 1917 he was appointed to a Commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Territorial Force and was posted to the 1st Reserve Battalion of The Honourable 
Artillery Company. 
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The record, which is held by the National Archives shows that on 18th December 1916 he was 
awarded a Commission as 2nd Lieutenant in the Territorial Force: 

On 24th February he arrived at 
15 Camp, Le Havre from 
where he was posted to the 11th 
Service Battalion of the Royal 
Fusiliers. This Battalion was 
formed at Hounslow on 6th 
September 1914 and came 
under command of 54th Brigade, 
18th (Eastern) Division. 

© Honourable Artillery Company Archives 
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During 1917, the 11th Service Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers took part in the operations: 

• on the Ancre including Miraumont and the Capture of Irles (15th March).  They fought
during the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line.

• in the Third Battle of the Scarpe (3rd May - 4th May) before moving to Flanders.
• in Action at the Battle of Pilkem Ridge. (31st July - 2nd August)
• in the Battle of Langemark (16th August - 18th August)

“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

On 10th August 1917 Henry Percival was killed in action. 

Honourable Artillery Company WW1 Record Card 1914-19

Honourable Artillery Company Regimental Number Register:

© Honourable Artillery Company Archives
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Henry was awarded the British War and Victory Medals. 

RECORD OF OFFICERS’ EFFECTS 

The record gives details of how, after his death, his effects (monies) were divided between his 
mother Elizabeth Chaffey, sisters Ellen Louise Lillywhite and Priscilla Charlotte Murial Ivens, 
Mary Elizabeth Sewell and his brother George Lesley Chaffey. 



 © JL 

© National Army Museum 
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POST	MORTEM	

Henry’s death is commemorated on the Ypres 
(Menin Gate) Memorial Panel 9: 

© Charlie – “Find a Grave” 

© International War Grave Photography Project 

He is also remembered on the Grave 
Stone of his Father and Mother at Redan 
Road Cemetery, Aldershot, Hampshire. 

Memorial ID : 47187642 
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OBITUARY	

The Royal Artillery War Commemoration Book 

This entry can be found in the National Archives: 

© Honourable Artillery Company Archives 
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Sources and Copyright 
Thank you to: 

• My colleague Sue Carmichael for all her help with the research, which I have used to
create this biography and for the help she has given with tracing and contacting
relatives.  Also to Sue Carmichael and Mike Bambury for proof reading this biography.

• The National Archives for information found on the documents they hold which have
been transcribed in this biography.

• Commonwealth War Graves
Commission who allow use of their
images for non-profit making
ventures such as this:

• National Army Museum for giving permission to use images for
which they hold the copyright. In this biography that is the
image from the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers’ Effects.

• Gloucestershire Record office for the information given on the image of the Marriage
Record of Henry Manning Chaffey and Eliza Kilby, which I have transcribed in this
document.

• Hampshire Record Office for the information given on the image (189M87/A1) of
Henry’s school record card, which I have transcribed in this document.

• Surrey History Centre for the information given on the images of the baptism records of
Henry and his brother Lesley George, which I have transcribed in this document.

• Honourable Artillery Company Archives for allowing me to use the military images from
their archives in this biography and other biographies if appropriate.

• Peter Myles for the photograph of East End
Elementary Boys School.

• International War Grave Photography Project for the image of Ypres (Menin Gate)
Memorial Panel 9:  and Charlie – “Find a Grave” for the image of Grave Stone of
Henry’s Father and Mother at Redan Road Cemetery, Aldershot, Hampshire.  He does
not require copyright or even recognition.

© John Lord 

“The original archive records and their digital copies 
remain the property of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, but are available for re-use for private and 
non-commercial purposes.” 

http://www.historyofaldershot.co.uk 
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CHARLES HOLLINSHEAD 

CHESTER COLLEGE 1914-15 

PRIVATE (DEAL/4030(S)) ROYAL MARINES 

MEDICAL UNIT 63RD ROYAL NAVAL DIVISION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KILLED IN ACTION 26TH JANUARY 1918 

 

Remembered with Honour 

Abbeville Communal Cemetery  
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CHARLES	HOLLINSHEAD		CLASS	OF	1915	
BIRTH	

Charles Hollinshead was born on 24th March 1891 and his birth was registered at the Barton 
Registration District of Lancashire.  His father was John Hollinshead, a Joiner from Swinton, 
Lancashire and his mother Mary Ann Fieldhouse, a cotton weaver from Bilston, Staffordshire who 
had moved to nearby Pendlebury between the censuses of 1871 and 1881.  His parents were 
married on 30th August 1890 at St Augustine’s Church, Pendlebury. 

At the time of the 1891 Census Charles, then 2 months old, was living with his parents at No. 37 
Wellington Road, Swinton.  Also living in the terraced house was a nurse who was probably there 
to help Mary Ann after Charles’s birth. The house was about 100 yards from the Swinton Industrial 
School, which is now Swinton Town Hall.  

Charles like his father before him was probably baptized at St 
Peter’s Church and this Church and associated school was to play 
an important part in his short life. 

In his early years he was educated at St Peter’s Day School.  This 
school can be seen on the map as “School” behind St Peter’s 
Church.  This is now St Peter’s Church of England Primary School. 

                  

By the time of the 1901 Census the 
family had moved across the road to 
number 30 Wellington Road.  A similar 
terraced house.  

This house with two maybe three 
bedrooms had to house John and Mary 
and their five children, Charles the 
oldest and his brothers Percy (6) and 
Edgar (2) and sisters May (8) and Alice 
(1).   

 

 

 

All of Charles siblings where baptized at St Peter’s Church, locally known as 
Swinton Church but there is no record of Charles having been baptized there. 
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EARLY	LIFE	

By the time Charles had reached 13 years of age he was enrolled at Salford Municipal Secondary 
School for boys, which was opened in 1904 following the 1902 Education Act and the transfer in 
1903 of the responsibility for the provision of education from the School Board to the Council, the 
Education Committee.  The school was about 3.5 miles from his home.   

By 1932 this school would change its name to Salford Grammar School. It was created by the 
amalgamation of the boys' section of the Central Higher Grade Scholarship School, the male pupil 
teachers from the Pupil Teachers Centre on Victor Street, and the day school of the Royal 
Technical Institute.  For 75% of the pupils there was an annual fee of £3. The remaining 25% 
gained a free Scholarship. The new School was located in the Royal Technical Institute in Peel 
Park. 

From the time it was opened the school took on 
the existing arrangements in the borough for 
male pupil-teacher training. As a result many of 
the boys choose a career in teaching.  There is 
evidence that for at least their last year they 
would spend half the week as pupils in their 
own School and half as teachers in a local 
elementary school.  Some would then go 
straight into assistant teacher posts in local 
elementary schools.  The 1911 census would indicate that Charles did exactly that and then 
decided to enrol at a specialist training college.   

When Charles completed his time at the Salford Municipal Secondary School for boys he carried 
on his education at the Royal Technical Institute in Salford. 

 

This is a Technical class at the Technical Institute 
outside the Peel Building in 1904-5 when Charles 
would have been 14/15.  Charles record card from 
1910 still survives, as does that of his brother Edgar 
from 1912-15. 
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By the time of the 1911 Census Charles’s now sizeable family has moved to number 439 Moorside 
Road, Swinton.  There were two more siblings Doris (8) and Geoffrey (7).  This house, which no 
longer exists, once again would have been very cramped with only 5 rooms including the kitchen to 
house Charles’s parents and 7 children.   

At the age of 20 Charles’s occupation is recorded as “Elementary School Teacher employed by the 
Council”.  He was working as a teacher at St Peter’s School. 

 

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

 

In 1914 Charles decided to enroll 
on a Teacher Training course at 
Chester Diocesan Teacher Training 
College where he completed his 
twelve months course in 1915.   

His name is on the WW1 Memorial 
Plaque at the College alongside 
that of Ernest Alfred Cash who left 
a year earlier in 1914 and Harold 
Barrett who left in 1912.  

Charles, Alfred and Harold were 
also both “Old Salfordians” having 
both attended the Salford Municipal 
Secondary School for Boys. 

Unfortunately, there is a mistake in the spelling Charles’s name on this plaque. - Holinshead, 
should have two ‘l’s.  

 

MILITARY	SERVICE	

Charles served as a Private with the Royal Marines Medical Unit.   

He was enlisted on 12th November 1915 and his record for the next two years was:  

• Draft for MEF 16th February 1916,  
• Joined Base Depot Mudros 26th February 1916,  
• Posted to 2nd (RN) Field Ambulance 18th June 1916,  
• Detached to Base Depot Etaples 3rd July 1916,  
• Posted to 3rd (RN) Field Ambulance 7th December 1916 to 11th January 1917.  
• Left Inguinal Hernia, rejoined 3rd (RN) Field Ambulance 2nd May 1917- 26th 

December 1917. 



© JL 

 

 

 

 

These tables have been transcribed from original documents, which can be found in the 
National Archives 

 

“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

On Boxing Day 26th December 1917 Charles was wounded. 

Charles was been wounded very badly.   

A record states:  

“Hit in the right thigh + left wrist by shrapnel, on 26-12-17, leg later amputated, he died at 
8am on 26-1-18 at the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville having been wounded on 
Boxing Day.”   

His parents had been informed of his injuries and his mother travelled to Abbeville and was 
at his side when he died. 

 



© JL 

The Royal Marine Medal Roll 1914-20 shows that he was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.  The original image can be found in the National Archives. 

 

 

British War and Victory medals: 

 

 

 

POST	MORTEM	

Charles was buried in Abbeville Communal Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave/Memorial Reference: III. G. 17. 

Cemetery: ABBEVILLE COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

Unit: 150th (RN) Field Ambulance, Royal Marines Medical Unit 

Rank: Private 

Death Date: 26 Jan 1918 

Cause of Death: Died of wounds at 8am in 2nd Stationary Hospital Abbeville (SW right thigh amputation 
& left wrist 26/12/17). 

The inscription on the grave reads: 

“TILL THE DAY BREAKS AND THE SHADOWS FLEE AWAY” 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

© Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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 War Memorial at Holy Rood Church, Swinton 

Holy Rood Church is situated at the South End of 
Moorside Road, Swinton.  The road is now bisected 
by what the locals called the New Road in the 1960s.  
(The East Lancashire Road).  Charles and his family 
lived at the North End of Moorside Road at number 
339 at the time of his 
death. 

The Memorial is a 
grade II listed granite Celtic cross engraved with Celtic 
designs and stands on a three-stepped plinth.  This plinth 
stands on a two-stepped base.  

The Memorial is inscribed with 
the names of 54 local men who 
died in WW1 plus 13 men who 
died in WW2.  Amongst these 
names is C Hollinshead. 

At the base of the shaft of the cross, on the South West face, 
is the inscription 

“This cross was erected in loving and grateful memory of 
the men of this parish who made the supreme sacrifice in 

the Great War.” 

 

 

 

 

 

© Mike Berrell 
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Memorial: St. Peter Parish Church Lychgate – Swinton 

St Peter’s was of course the Church where 
Charles’s father and siblings were all baptized 
and was the place where he worshipped and 
taught at Sunday School. 

It is therefore appropriate that he is remembered 
on this Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Salfordian’s Memorial  

This Memorial can be found in The Peel Building of Salford University, at Salford Crescent.  

This Memorial has not only Charles’s name but also two other former pupils of his School, 
Harold Barrett and Ernest Cash, also attended Chester Training College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© SWARM Salford War Memorials 

© SWARM Salford War Memorials 
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Charles, Alfred and Harold are also named on this memorial alongside Charles’ cousin Thomas 
Hollinshead was at School with him and was also killed in the war. 

Thomas is also named on the memorial on the lychgate of St. Peter’s Church, Swinton, as well as 
the School memorial.  

  

Swinton Cemetery, Cemetery Road Swinton 

 

 

Charles is named on this 
Memorial to his Father and 
Mother.  It can be found in 
Swinton Cemetery, Cemetery 
Road, Swinton. 

 

 

 

© SWARM Salford War Memorials 

© SWARM Salford War Memorials 
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OBITUARY	

 

This is an article from a local paper at the time, probably the Swinton and Pendlebury 

Journal: 

 

Swinton Teacher Dies from Wounds 

 
The death took place in a French hospital on Saturday, 
as a result of wounds received on December 27th, of 
Pte. Charles Hollinshead, 339 Moorside-Rd Swinton.  
He was seriously wounded in the right thigh and taken 
to hospital in Abbeville.  It was seen from the first that 
his situation was very grave, and his parents were 
notified to that effect.  On January 8th it was found 
necessary to amputate the limb, and he gradually 
became worse.  His parents were sent for.  His father 
was too ill to travel, but Mrs. Hollinshead made the 
journey to France, and was present when death took 
place.  Deceased, who was very well known and 
respected in Swinton and Moorside districts, was a 
teacher at St. Peter’s Day School, and before enlisting 
in November 1915 had just completed a term of 
twelve months at the Chester Training College.  He 
was also teaching at All Saints and St. Peter’s Sunday 
Schools, and a member of the choir at All Saints’ 
Church.  He received his early education at St. Peter’s 
Day School, and later at the Salford Technical School.  
He enlisted in the Medical Unit of the Royal Naval 
Division, and in February 1916 was drafted out to 
Lemnos in the Mediterranean.  Five months later he 
was moved to France, where he remained, with the 
exception of a home leave in August last, until his 
death.  He was 26 years of age.  A younger brother, 
Lance-Corporal Percy Hollinshead, is in England 
recovering from wounds received in France some 
months ago while serving with the Manchesters.  A 
memorial service will be held at St. Peter’s Church 
this afternoon. 
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Sources and Copyright 

Charles Hollinshead

Remembered with Honour
Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension

In Memory of

Private

Deal/4030(S), R.M. Medical Unit, R.N. Div., Royal Marines who died on 26 January 1918 Age 26

Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Hollinshead, of Swinton, Manchester.
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Thank you to: 

• The National Archives for giving permission to use information found in images 
which I have recreated in this document 
 

• Commonwealth War Graves Commission who allow use of there images for none 
profitmaking ventures such as this: 

 

 

• National Army Museum for giving permission to use images for 
which they hold the copyright. In this biography that is the 
image from the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers’ Effects. 
 

• Mike Berrell for giving me permission to use images of the Holy Rood Memorial in 
Swinton. 
 

• SWARM - Salford War Memorials for 
images of the Memorials: 

http://www.salfordwarmemorials.co.uk/old-salfordians.html 

• Thank you to Ian Cameron (an Old Salforian), for the information he kindly provided 
us with, that has helped put me together this biography including this final Footnote: 

The newspaper report said Charles had attended Salford Technical School.  From its foundation 
and for fifteen years thereafter Salford Secondary School for Boys shared a building with the Royal 
Technical Institute, which led to it routinely being referred to as the Technical School, even by the 
Borough Education Committee who should have known better because the School offered a broad-
based curriculum.  28 years of problems with the clumsy and unhelpful name the School had 
originally been burdened with were ended in 1932 when it was renamed Salford Grammar School.  
By the time the School’s memorial plaque was commissioned in 1921 it had its own purpose-built 
premises, and in 1956 it moved again.  The pupil records were lost in a fire in 1963, and the School 
was abolished in 1973 when the city adopted comprehensive, non-selective education.  Both its 
pre-1956 and post-1956 premises have been demolished.  The RTI had become the University of 
Salford, and in 2010 the University kindly agreed to hang the WW1 memorial plaque in the old RTI 
building, now their Peel Building, the building in which the 74 boys and men named on it had 
studied as schoolboys. 

 

© John Lord 
Chester University Alumni Committee  

“The original archive records and their digital copies remain the property of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but are available for re-use for private 
and non-commercial purposes.” 

 



GEORGE WILSON PARKER CLASS OF 1915 

BIRTH 

George Wilson Parker was born on 8th November 1889 to Richard William Parker, aged 31 and Mary Ann 
Parker, nee Thomas, aged 26 of North Rd. Preston, Lancashire. Richard was a newsagent at the time.  

EARLY LIFE 

In the 1901 census the family had moved to Adelphi Street Lancaster were Mary Ann was recorded as 
being a Soldier’s wife with Richard William being absent, presumably away in the Army. George now 
had a younger sister, Annie, aged 9. 

By the time of the 1911 census George was living at 101 Eccles Rd Pemberton with his Uncle and Aunt.  

He is recorded as being a teacher at Beech St. County School Eccles. 

COLLEGE 

George attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1915. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George served in the 6th Battalion of The Lancashire Fusiliers. However, the 6th Battalion of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers only came into existence on 20th February 1918 to describe the unit formed by the 
amalgamation on that date of the 1st/6th and 2nd/6th battalions. Between the 5th October 1917 and 20th 
October 1917, the 1st/6th battalion were at Nieuport on the Belgian coast. However, the 2nd/6th Battalion 
in which George served, were involved in the attack on Passchendaele from the 9th October to 11th 
October 1917. 

LEST WE FORGET 

George was killed in action on 9th October 1917 which was the first day of The Battle of 
Poelcappelle  fought in Flanders, Belgium by the British and German armies and marked the end of the 
string of highly successful British attacks in late September and early October, during the Third Battle 
of Ypres, also known as the Battle of Passchendaele. Only the supporting attack in the north achieved a 
substantial advance. On the main front the German defences withstood the limited amount of artillery 
fire managed by the British after the attack of 4 October. The ground along the main ridges had been 
severely damaged by shelling and rapidly deteriorated in the rains, which began again on 3 October, 
turning some areas into a swamp. 

Dreadful ground conditions had more effect on the British, who needed to move large amounts of 
artillery and ammunition to support the next attack. The battle was a defensive success for the German 
army, although costly to both sides. The weather and ground conditions put severe strain on all the 
infantry involved and led to many wounded being stranded on the battlefield.  

British Empire forces suffered some 12,000 casualties wounded, missing and dead. The CWGC 
commemorates in Belgium almost 3,400 service personnel who died on 9 October 1917. (Wikipedia) 



POST MORTEM 

George is remembered on the memorial at Tyne Cot. 

 

The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area 
known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to 
the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. 
The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small 
British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the 
German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when 
the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first-time gas had 
been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of 
the line of defence. 
 
There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an 
offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French 
front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a 
complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became 
a dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign 
finally ended in November with the capture of Passchendaele. 

 

 



George was awarded the Victory and British War medals for his service to King and Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In his will George’s effects were left to Charles Edward Parker, an Uncle. 

  

 



 



JAMES EDWARD PARKER CLASS OF 1915

BIRTH 

James Edward Parker was born in the autumn of 1894 at Ancoats, the second child of six born 
to Edward and Ada Parker. Edward and Ada had married at Manchester in the autumn of 1891. 

EARLY LIFE 

In 1901, Edward, who was then employed as an iron moulder, was living with Ada and their 
then four children at 20, Padgate Street, Manchester. The eldest child was Mary, born in 1893, 
then James Edward, then William, born 1897 and Joseph, born in 1900.   

Ada Parker died in 1909, having given birth to at least one more child, Albert, born in 1902. 
There was one more child born to the couple, but that child died as an infant. In 1911 Edward 
and his four sons were living at 117, Hillkirk Street, Ardwick. He was still working as an iron 
moulder, James and William were employed by the railway, James as a goods checker and 
William as a cart boy. Joseph and Albert were still at school.  

COLLEGE 

James attended Chester Teacher Training College and left in 1915. He taught at St. Chad’s School in 
Manchester. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

James Edward Parker was living at Failsworth, Manchester, when he enlisted in the 
Manchester Regiment, and he served as Private 33204 in the 23rd Battalion. The 23rd [Service] 
Battalion [8th City], Manchester Regiment was formed in Manchester on 21st November 1914. It 
was originally a Bantam Battalion, that is for men who were under the regular minimum height 
requirement of 5 feet 3 inches tall. It ceased to be a Bantam Battalion early in 1917. The 
Battalion did their initial training at Morecambe and then, in August 1915, moved to Salisbury 
Plain. They landed at Boulogne in January 1916. 

LEST WE FORGET 

James was killed in action on 22nd October 1917 during  an attack in the Third Battle of 
Ypres  by the British Fifth Army and the French First Army against the German 4th Army. 
British attacks had been repulsed at Passchendaele by the 4th Army at the Battle of 
Poelcappelle (9 October) where George Wilson Parker, another former student was killed, and 
the First Battle of Passchendaele (12 October).  



POST MORTEM 

The Register of Soldiers’ Effects, see below, confirms his date of death as 22nd October 1917 
and that the credit balance of his pay and his War Gratuity were paid to his widow Honor 
Gorman. There is a marriage for Edward Parker and Honor Bailey registered at Prestwich in the 
June quarter of 1916 that is presumed to be for this man. She, presumably, later remarried to a 
Mr. Gorman.  

James is remembered at Tyne Cot Memorial 

The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover 
the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck 



in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and 
shape throughout the war. 

The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a 
small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, 
pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres 
began in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. 
This was the first-time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced 
an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. The campaign finally ended in 
November with the capture of Passchendaele. 

James was awarded the British and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

 



 



ALFRED WILLIAM STOKES CLASS OF 1915

BIRTH 

Alfred William Stokes was born in the summer of 1894 and baptised on 28th August at 
Claverley in Shropshire. He was the fifth of six children born to John William and 
Elizabeth Jane Stokes (née Chasney) who had married in the second quarter of 1882 in 
London. 

EARLY LIFE 

At the time of the 1901 census, the family were living at the hamlet of Hopstone, 
Claverley. John was employed as a shepherd on a farm. His eldest son, George 
Frederick, aged 15, was a pupil teacher. Second son, John, aged 13, was employed on 
a farm and the four youngest children, Harriet, aged 12, Cecil Chasney, aged nine, 
Alfred and Edith, aged four, were all presumably still at school. Elizabeth Jane had no 
occupation listed, no doubt having enough to do running the home and caring for the 
family.  

John William Stokes died early in 1910, aged just 50 years old. The following year’s 
census showed Elizabeth Jane as the head of the household, living at 1 Hopstone 
House, Bridgnorth, Shropshire; her occupation was recorded as “Farmer” and she was 
also listed as an employer. George Frederick had continued in teaching and was 
employed by the Borough Council as an elementary teacher; Cecil was working on the 
farm; Alfred was at school; Harriet and Edith had no occupations recorded, but were 
almost certainly helping with the farm and domestic duties.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Alfred attended Chester College and left in 1915. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

The date of Alfred’s enlisting is unknown, but as he has no entitlement to the 1914-1915 
Star, he did not get to France until 1916. It is known that he enlisted into the 14th 
(Service) Battalion (1st Birmingham) Royal Warwickshire Regiment, which was formed 
at Birmingham in September 1914. The Battalion landed at Boulogne on 21st November, 
1915. 



 

“LEST WE FORGET” 

Alfred was killed in action on 3rd September, 1916. The events leading up to his death 
are recorded in the Battalion’s war diary as follows:  

Citadel BRAY 
1st September, 1916 
Battalion employed on general cleaning up & completing arms, equipment, etc., 
preparatory to proceeding to front line again to take part in the attack. 2nd Lt. Turner 
notified that he has been awarded the Military Cross. 
Trenches between FALFEMONT Fm. and WEDGE WOOD  

2nd September, 1916 
Battalion proceeds to trenches – taking over from 1-Cheshire, & assumes positions of 
readiness for the attack. Relief of trenches complete by 12.30 am 2-9-16. 

3rd September, 1916 
A general attack takes place against the Germans on the line HIGHWOOD – 
GUINCHEY – GUILLEMONT – WEDGE WOOD – LEFOREST. French army on the 
right, then in sequence to the left: XIV Corps & XV Corps. Objectives for 131 Infantry 
Brigade [a] the capture of FALFAMONT FARM & main line for about 400 [yards] to right. 
This attack to be carried out previous to the main attack as the possession of the FARM 
leaves the French left open to enfilade fire [b] the capture of the German main line 
trenches on the left of the FARM to & including WEDGE WOOD. 
These attacks to be carried out [a] by 2/KOSBs [King’s Own Scottish Borderers] & [b] 
14th Warwickshire Regiment. 
At 9am the 2/KOSBs advanced to the attack, very gallantly & in splendid order. They 
were lost to sight over the ridge & from that moment until about 5 pm the situation at the 
Farm remaining obscure as no message came back from the 2/KOSBs.  
At 12.10 pm in conjunction with the 95 Bde on the left, “C” Coy attacked the first 
objective viz the gun pits position in the valley running SW from WEDGE WOOD. This 
attack – under severe MG fire from FALFAMONT Fm. And the gun pits did not succeed 
until 1.40 pm. At 12.50 pm “A” & “B” Coys attacked the 2nd objective viz the enemy’s 
trenches from left edge of FARM to left of WEDGE WOOD in conjunction with the 95th 
Bde on the left. As it transpired the 2/KOSBs had failed in their attack on the FARM. 
The 14th Royal Warwickshire Regiment had therefore to advance with their right open to 
the concentrated fire from Machine Gun and rifle fire from FALFAMONT FARM. Under 
these conditions the impossible was being asked. Both companies advance, very 
gallantly & in splendid spirit, but at once coming under very heavy M/G fire & losing 
heavily, they began to wither away. “A” Company on the right bore the full brunt and 
soon dwindled away to a few remnants which however continued to advance in the 
most undaunted manner. “B” Company on the left suffered almost as severely but 
struggling on managed to occupy and hold the front trench of the position, just S of 
WEDGE WOOD.  

In conclusion I would say that the behaviour of the Battalion was throughout magnificent 
and that it was by no fault of theirs that the attack failed.  



 

… Total casualties during the operation are: Officers – Killed 2nd Lts A. W. DOUGLAS & 
A. R. BRINKWORTH, wounded: Capt. A. ADDENBROOKE, 2nd Lts Poppleton C. G.; 
COSTIGAN R. H.; JACOBI W. T.; LANGLEY E. W.; SHEPPARD N. M.; BARROW H. 
Other Ranks – Killed or Missing 141 Wounded 152 Total 293       

POST MORTEM 

Private 1689 Alfred William Stokes was entitled to the Victory and British War Medals. 

He is remembered on the Theipval memorial which commemorates more than 72,000 
men of British and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th 
March, 1918; the majority of whom died during the Somme offensive of 1916 and have 
no known grave. 

The Thiepval Memorial is the largest Commonwealth Memorial to the missing in the world. 



 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
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LLEWELYN LLOYD CLASS OF 1916 
BIRTH 

Lewelyn Lloyd was born in Flint in 1885 and was the eldest of seven children to William Lloyd and 
Mary Ann (Bithell). William was born in Mostyn and Mary Ann in Flint and they were married 
locally in 1883. 

EARLY LIFE 

The Lloyd family lived at 17, Holywell Road for many years until settling at 41, Holywell Road. 

Llewelyn was an Elementary school teacher for the Flintshire Education Authority and the 
following article appeared in the 10th September 1914 issue of the Flintshire Observer. 

“On Sunday afternoon interesting presentations were made to Mr. Llewellyn Lloyd at the Junior 
Parish Church Sunday School. Mr. Lloyd has been superintendent of the Junior Sunday School for 
many years. He is leaving Flint for Chester College on Thursday next. Miss Libby Owen, on behalf 
of the Sunday School Teachers, asked Mr. Lloyd to accept a handsomely engraved silver cigarette 
case as a mark of their esteem and regard. They all spent many happy years together, and while 
regretting his departure, they expressed the hope that he would have a successful college career. 
They hoped that when using the case, he would think of the givers, who would always remember 
his excellent work in the Sunday School. The Rev Wilfred Griffith, on the behalf of the Rector 
(Canon Nicholas), made a presentation of a cheque for three guineas. He paid a high tribute to Mr. 
Lloyd for the excellent work he had accomplished in the Sunday School, and said he was sure that 
all present would miss him. He hoped that he would have a happy and prosperous future. Mr. 
Lloyd thanked Canon Nicholas and the teachers for their handsome presents and kind words. It 
was with sincere regret that he parted with those with whom he had spent so many happy years. 
Yesterday (Wednesday) afternoon the Rector (Canon Nicholas), on behalf of the headmaster 
(Major Williams), Mrs. Williams, and the staff of the Church of England Schools presented Mr. 
Llewellyn Lloyd with a handsomely fitted attaché case, and on behalf of the scholars, a gold scarf 
pin.” 

COLLEGE 

Llewellyn attended Chester College from September 1914 until he enlisted into the Army in 1915 

MILITARY SERVICE 
It is not known exactly when Llewellyn enlisted in the Army but the following story appeared in 
the County Herald on 9th July, 1915. 



Mr Llewellyn Lloyd, son of Mr William Lloyd, of 41, Holywell Street, Flint, received, we are 
informed, on Sunday morning the intimation from the Military Authorities that a commission of a 
Second Lieutenancy had been granted him in the Territorial Battalion of the South Wales 
Borderers now stationed at Old Colwyn, contiguous to Colwyn Bay. Mr Lloyd was for some time 
one of the Supplementary Teachers in the Flint Church of England Schools, and about twelve 
months ago left the school to commence a two years’ training at Chester College. Those duties he 
has relinquishes for military work; and thus, every male teacher at the Church of England Schools 
in the town has volunteered for military service. Mr Lloyd was ordered to report himself 
immediately at the Headquarters at Old Colwyn; and it is stated that he will be attached to the 
Signalling Department of the Battalion. 

Three weeks later the same newspaper reported that “Sub-Lieutenant Ll Lloyd, stationed at 
Colwyn, is at present undergoing a month’s stay at the Officer’s College, Bedford,” and on 
22nd October that he was now “in the vicinity of Winchester.” 

His battalion, the 11th Battalion South Wales Borderers, was posted to France in December 1915. 

LEST WE FORGET 

 
He communicated weekly with the Rev Canon Nicholas of Flint Parish Church and in February 1916 
he stated he was in excellent health and that he had been taking part in work at the trenches. 

On the 1st September it was reported he had been admitted into a hospital at the Front suffering 
from the effects of what is designated as “trench fever.” Two weeks later word was received that 
he had arrived in England for further treatment and would be transferred to a medical institution 
as soon as possible. 

In late December 1917 he came home on leave of absence from military duties and returned to 
active service on the 22nd January. 

He was wounded in action on 31st July 1917 and died the following day at the No 47 Casualty 
Clearing Station. 

POST MORTEM 

He was buried in Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium   

Westvleteren was outside the front held by Commonwealth forces in Belgium during the First 
World War, but in July 1917, in readiness for the forthcoming offensive, groups of casualty 
clearing stations were placed at three positions called by the troops Mendinghem, Dozinghem 
and Bandaghem. The 4th, 47th and 61st Casualty Clearing Stations were posted at Dozinghem 
and the military cemetery was used by them until early in 1918. There are now 3,174 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War in the cemetery and 65 German war graves 
from this period. The cemetery also contains 73 Second World War burials dating from the 
Allied withdrawal to Dunkirk in May 1940. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald 
Blomfield. 



He was awarded the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal and is remembered on 
two war memorials – Flint Town, St Mary’s Parish Church, Flint, and his parent’s headstone in the 
Northop Road Cemetery (Grave 2, Line 15, West Side). 

His mother was named as his next of kin and she received £99 9s 9d from Army Funds to the late 
2nd Lt Lloyd’s estate. In his will, dated 19th May, 1916, he left £188 13s 4d. 

Llewellyn’s fiancé, Clara, never married and died in Runcorn in 1967 aged 82. She was a volunteer 
nurse with the British Red Cross from 12th November 1918 to 7th July 1919 earning £1 1s. 0d per 
week. 

OBITUARIES 

2nd Lt Lloyd’s death was reported in the County Herald on 10th August 1917. 

DEATH OF A FLINT OFFICER AT THE FRONT 

It is with feeling of deepest regret we are informed of the death of Lieutenant Llewelyn Lloyd, the 
eldest son of Mr William Lloyd, 41, Holywell Road, Flint. The circumstances, so far as they could be 
gleaned up to Monday last, are of a very melancholy character. The Lieutenant was home on leave 
about Christmas, having suffered from the effects of trench fever. He left the Borough again to re-
join his Battalion, and letters couched in cheerful tones were received from him by his parents and 
most intimate friends in Flint and elsewhere. There was, however, a communication ,which 
apparently was enshrouded with a mysterious and somewhat temporary foreboding. On Friday 



afternoon the deceased’s officer’s mother received a postal letter, the writing of the address on 
which was unknown, but on perusing the contents they proved to be a letter written by 
Lieutenant Lloyd upon an official form whilst he was in the trenches. The note was brief and 
commenced by thanking them at home for a parcel, which he had just received. Then, strangely 
enough, as though he had had a fatalistic presentiment, he wrote:- “We are just moving, and this 
note is rather hurried. Whatever happens, always remember that my thoughts are with you, and 
many and sweet are the memories of your love for me. I am very, very happy.” Thus terminated an 
exceedingly touching letter to his parents. The letter was enclosed in an envelope, which was 
mud-stained, and there was accompanying it a small scrap of paper indicating it had been re-
addressed. Naturally, upon the receipt of the letter, feelings of uneasiness were occasioned 
throughout Friday evening, and the climax was when the following telegram was received on 
Saturday afternoon:- 

“From the War Office, London. 

To Mr and Mrs Lloyd, 41, Holywell Road, Flint. 

Deeply regret to inform you that Second-Lieut. L Lloyd, died of wounds August 1st. The Army 
Council express their sympathy.” 

The intelligence created a painful sensation amongst the people of Flint, where the deceased 
officer was well known and esteemed. He was 32 years of age, and a native. He was the third boy 
who had been educated in the Flint Church of England Day Schools, who had gained an Army 
Commission, and who had made the great sacrifice, the two others being the late Lieut Ben 
Watkin, and a brother of the present Headmaster of the school. Deceased had always evinced a 
keen interest in the Volunteer Movement, and he had always referred to the three weeks’ stay at 
the ——– camp as the turning point in his life from a health point of view. After the war had 
proceeded some time he was granted a commission. He was, prior to his enlistment, a zealous 
worker for the church in Flint, being a member of the Church of England Men’s Society, a Sunday 
School teacher, and one who had assisted in the furtherance of the local Company of the Church 
Lad’s Brigade. He had occasionally officiated as lay reader, and he read the lessons at the Church 
the Sunday before his last departure to the Front. In other phases of Church work he had taken a 
faithful interest. For years he was a member of the teaching staff in the day schools; then he 
received his training in the Chester College, where he succeeded in winning what is known as the 
Archbishop’s prize for religious knowledge; and upon the conclusion of his term, and the closing of 
the College because of the drain made by the exigencies of the war, he joined the Army. It may be 
incidentally emphasized that the deceased had been regarded as helpful in work associated with 
the Church and schools and had benefited by the kindly advice and assistance rendered him by the 
Rev Canon W Ll Nicholas, the Rector. Much sympathy is felt in the Borough for the parents and 
relatives of the deceased in their bereavement; and those sympathies are also extended to Miss 
Clara Hill, his fiancée, who is one of the principals in the nursing department of a Liverpool 
hospital, and formerly of Chester Royal Infirmary. She is a daughter of a retired river pilot residing 
at Western Point, Runcorn. Miss Hill spent several days with the Lieutenant amongst his relatives 
and friends in the Borough in the early part of the year. 



 

THE LATE LIEUTENANT LLEWELLYN LLOYD DIED A GALLANT DEATH 

(County Herald 17th August 1917) 

In connection with the sad intelligence of the death, of Lieutenant Llewellyn Lloyd the parents of 
the deceased have received several letters from the Front. One letter written by the Chaplain 
conveyed the information that the Lieutenant had been wounded and said that he had promised 
him he would write to the Rev Canon Nicholas in the event of anything more serious happening. 

A subsequent communication was received from an officer, who said it was with regret he wrote 
informing them that the Lieutenant died of wounds received on the (censored). Deceased was 
seriously wounded in the capture of the (censored). He was very sorry to say that he must have 
suffered considerable pain, but he bore it with the most wonderful fortitude and cheerfulness. 
Deceased was attended by the doctor as soon as possible after he was hit and was immediately 
taken down to Ambulance. Everything that could possibly be done was done for him, but there 
was no hope of saving him. He had known the deceased ever since he joined the Battalion. No 
matter what the condition was, he always went through everything with undiminished 
cheerfulness, and was great at keeping up the men’s spirits through the strife. Deceased was a 
very great loss indeed to them. His brother officers had asked him to convey to the parents their 
deepest sympathy with them in their great loss. Lieutenant Lloyd died a gallant death. 

Another officer, writing to Miss Hill, the deceased’s fiancé, states that the Lieutenant was seriously 
wounded during the great battle, and that shortly after admission into the Field Hospital he died 
of his wounds. It was a very great blow to those who were spared and left, for several officers 
were amongst the casualties. 

A private who was orderly to the late officer, writing to the same address, states how much he 
regrets the death of Lieutenant Lloyd. The Lieutenant died of wounds received in the recent 
advance. He was sorry he could not write sooner, for he himself was carried into hospital a short 
time after he died. On the day previous to the attack the Lieutenant gave him his fiancés address, 
as well as the address of his mother; but the addresses were lost. He remembered the lady’s 
hospital quite well, as his present home was in the same town. He had been the Lieutenant’s 
orderly a long time, and the Lieutenant had made him promise if anything happened he would 
write to her. 

 

 

 

 

 



LIEUTENANT LLEWELLYN LLOYD’S LEGACY TO THE CHURCH 

(County Herald 28th September 1917) 

On Sunday evening in the Parish Church, the Rector (Canon Nicholas) informed the congregation 
that he had received a legacy of £5 for the Parish Church left by the late Lieutenant Llewellyn 
Lloyd, and who, it will be remembered, was an assistant teacher in the Church of England day 
school in Flint before his enlistment. Lieutenant Lloyd lost his life whilst leading his men in a 
charge against the Germans. The Rector said he had not been so much touched, by the incident of 
the gift, for many a year, as by this generous gift it revealed the spirit of thankfulness for the many 
privileges which he (the late Lieutenant) had so thoroughly enjoyed in the old Parish Church of 
Flint. The Rector said that that example, so beautifully set by this young soldier, could very well be 
followed by numerous members of the Church, to the great advantage of the Church in its present 
critical state. As a clergyman, the Rector always maintained that the greatest curse to the Church, 
and the greatest obstacle to Church work in any parish was a clergyman with money who was 
mean and miserly; and, alas! There were many such in that Diocese. 

 

  

 



 



JOHN YATES TAYLOR CLASS OF 1916 
BIRTH 

John Yates Taylor was born on 8 July 1896 in Belthorn, Lancashire, his father, John, was 27 and an 
Insurance Agent and his mother, Jane, was 26. He was baptised on 2nd August 1896 at Immanuel 
Church, New Lane, Oswaldtwistle. John had one brother at the time, Richard Henry Eccles Taylor aged 
4. Richard became a schoolmaster himself before joining the forces and lived until 1983, aged 91.

EARLY LIFE 

By 1901 the family had moved to 398 Bolton Road in Blackburn. John’s father by now had risen to an 
Assistant Superintendent with the Prudential Assurance Company which involved the family moving 
around a few times. 

 By the time of the 1911 census the family were now living in Hindley, nr. Wigan and John went to 
school at Wigan grammar School. By now he also had a younger sister, Amy, who was 7 years old and 
lived until she was 87 years old. 

COLLEGE 

John attended Chester College to train as a schoolteacher in 1915 but left the following year, no doubt 
to join the armed forces. His mother Jane had recently passed away in January 1916 aged 46. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

John joined the East Lancashire Regiment after training at the Inns of Court Officers Training Corps, 
and was soon transferred to the Royal Flying Corps, where he became a Lieutenant. 

LEST WE FORGET 

John was killed in action on 6 July 1917 in France/Flanders. He was 21 years old.  His plane was attacked 
by 5 Enemy Aircraft and brought down in flames on offensive patrol. At first, he was reported as 
missing with his co-pilot Lt G Mutch but later confirmed as “killed in action” later that day. 



John is buried at Hooge Crater in Belgium, so named after a huge bomb had been exploded in a tunnel. 

Hooge Crater in 1915 

Hooge Crater Cemetery today. 



 

In the summer of 1915, the British positions around Hooge have become precarious. From their vantage 
point the Germans here have a good view over the British frontline. With a limited but well targeted 
attack, the British try to eliminate German strongholds. On 19 July 1915 they detonated a charge of 
1,700 kilograms of explosives in a tunnel that had been driven by the special Tunneling Companies of 
the Royal Engineers. Immediately after the explosion the allies rush the crater in order to consolidate 
their advance. Later it was referred to as 'the Hooge Crater'. 

 

POST MORTEM 

John was awarded the Victory and British 
medals for his service to the country. 
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JOSEPH HENRY BRATT CLASS OF 1917 
BIRTH 

Joseph Henry Bratt was born on 1st April 1894 in Heaton, Staffordshire, which was in 

the parish of Rushton St. Lawrence, (between Leek and Macclesfield) to Cyril (1874-

1917) and Edith Emilia Bratt (nee Goodwin) 1874-1950). Both Cyril and Edith were 19 

years of age when Joseph was born.  

EARLY LIFE 

The Bratt family lived at Bent Farm in Heaton where Cyril was employed as a wheelwright. Next door at 

Bent Head lived Joseph and Mary Ellen Bratt, Joseph’s grandparents. Joseph was a farmer and so Cyril 

could have been employed working for his father on the farm as a wheelwright. Joseph had 6 brothers 

and sisters, Agnes Maud (1896-1976), Annie Mary (1901-1902), Edith Ellen (1903-1972), Cyril Raymond 

(1906-1972) and Gladys Annie (1907-1982). 

Kelly’s Directory of Heaton Staffordshire in 1904 shows members of the Bratt family 

Bratt Cyril, wheelwright  

Bratt Joseph, farmer, Bent head  

as part of a large farming community. 

By the time of the 1911 census (see below) the Bratt family address is recorded as Gun End, Heaton, Nr. 

Macclesfield. (Gun is a hill in the Peak District overlooking Leek, the area being popular with walkers). 

Joseph was 17 and a school student, having attended Leek High School in Staffordshire. It was quite 

unusual in those days for someone of that age and from a farming community to be still at school so he 

must have been an intelligent young man. There was also very little transport to Leek at the time so the 

journey to school must have been quite difficult. 

A larger version of this, and all other documents used as illustrations, can be found at the end of this 

biography. 

Figure 1 



CHESTER COLLEGE 

Joseph was admitted to Chester College in 1915 and is recorded on the memorial plaque as one of the 

77 former students who lost their lives in the First World War. However, no records exist of Joseph 

beginning his teaching career, no doubt as a result of enlisting in the Army as soon as the call came for 

men to join up. Sadly, Joseph never returned. 

ARMY SERVICE 

Joseph enlisted into the Army reserve on 10th December 1915 in Chester. His address was given as Pool 

End Nr. Leek, Staffordshire. He was 21 years old and a student at the time. The fact that he enlisted in 

Chester probably shows that he was a student at Chester College at the time. On March 3rd, 1916 in 

Lichfield, he was appointed to the North Staffordshire Regiment - 5th Battalion, known as the Pioneers. 

He was posted to France on the 11th December 1916. 

At this time, the family moved to a farm at Pool End, about one mile from Leek, where his father Cyril 

was still working as a wheelwright. However, Cyril became very depressed about the fact that his son 

was serving in France and he blamed himself for not appealing against his recruitment. On 31st January 

1917 Cyril attempted to take his own life by cutting his throat with a razor. Although he did not succeed 

he died 4 days later on 4th February 1917 as a result of an infection setting in to the wound. 

Joseph was killed just 15 months later and these two events, plus the death of one of Joseph’s 

sisters, Annie Mary, as a child must have had a devastating effect on his mother. 

Figure2 



 

When Joseph enlisted he was 5ft 5in tall and weighed 9st 3lb. He had brown hair and grey eyes. 

On 4th March 1916 Joseph was promoted to unpaid Lance Corporal and on 7th July 1916 promoted to 

Acting Corporal 203024 Joseph Henry Bratt. In December 1916, the Battalion was posted to France. 

By the time of his death Joseph had moved to the 9th Battalion North Staff Regiment. 

LEST WE FORGET 

On 11th May 1918 the enemy began to shell Fonquevillers at 5pm, were the 9th North Staffordshire 

Regiment were assembled. At first it was not known that they were gas shells but around 2000 shells 

landed in the area – the attack lasting until midnight, some seven hours of shelling. It was reported 

in the war diaries at the time that “a great deal of difficulty was experienced in wearing the box 

respirators” .

A box respirator used in WW1 

It was during this gas attack that Joseph was overcome by the gas and sadly died four days later on 

15th May 1918. He was one of 59 killed by gas in that month (May 1918). 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 



 

POST MORTEM 

Joseph was awarded the British War Medal and Victory medal but, as was common at the time, these 

medals took a long time to be given to the next of kin. Indeed, Joseph’s mother wrote a very moving 

letter as she thought that his award must have been overlooked.   

 The medal roll card showing Joseph’s entitlement to medals 

Joseph’s mother’s letter asking for her son’s medals. 

The so-called “death penny” given to the next of kin  The British War and Victory Medals 

of fallen soldiers. 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 Figure 8 



 

Joseph left the sum of £5 9s 9d (about £5.50) on his death which went to his mother as next of kin 
together with various possessions including letters, photographs, cards, and a book of poems amongst 
other items.  

BURIAL 

Joseph is buried at St. Sever Cemetery in Rouen, Northern France 

St. Sever Cemetery and St. Sever Cemetery Extension are located within a large communal cemetery

situated on the eastern edge of the southern Rouen suburbs of Le Grand Quevilly and Le Petit Quevilly. 

During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals were stationed on the southern 

outskirts of Rouen. A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters were also 

established in the city.  

Figure 9 

Figure 10      Part of St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, Nr France 

http://www.cwgc.org/dbImage.ashx?id=20658


 

ADDENDUM 

During my research into the life (and tragic death) of Joseph Henry Bratt it came to my attention that an 

auction of World War I memorabilia was being held which included various items attributed to Joseph.  

By a stroke of good fortune, this lot was purchased by someone who also had an interest in this field 
and after some further research by a fellow Alumna, Sue Carmichael, contact was made by the 
University of Chester and a meeting arranged to display the artefacts illustrated below. 

Figure 11      A collection of memorabilia bought at auction. 



 

Figure 12 The scroll issued for Joseph’s service to King and Country. 



 

Figure 13   The Commonwealth War Grave’s Commission certificate commemorating Joseph’s death. 



OBITUARY 

Joseph is remembered on several other memorials besides the one at Chester College including The 

Monument in Leek (the tallest war memorial in the country, paid for by Sir Arthur Nicholson a local mill 

owner, in memory of  his son Lieutenant Basil Lee Nicholson and other local men who died in WW1), also 

at Leek High School and the village churches at Rushton and Meerbrook (Joseph’s parents are buried at 

Rushton, and Heaton is an area that lies between Rushton and Meerbrook where other members of the 

Bratt family are buried. Joseph had a girlfriend called Rene as there was a small newspaper cutting of a 

memoriam from her along with one from his mother and  family in the local newspaper. 

Figure 14   A list of Joseph’s property returned to his mother Edith after his death. 



 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Figure 15  Joseph’s Attestation Form showing that he enlisted in Chester 



 

Figure 16  Joseph’s Descriptive Report giving his age, height etc. 



Figure 17  Joseph’s Statement of Service showing his ranks and postings. 



Figure 18  Joseph’s Medical History – also giving the cause of death as “Died of Wounds (gas)” 



Figure 19  Section of the War Diary of the North Staffs Regiment for May 11th – the day of the Gas Attack. 



Figure 20  Joseph’s relatives given on Attestation form – note his father recorded as Deceased 



 

Figure 21  Edith’s letter asking about Joseph’s medals. 



Figure 22      The memorial plaue in the Chapel of the University of Chester  

(note the scrubbed-out name in 1916. This was R.N. Bullock who, so the story is told, turned up after the war 

one day to announce that he was still very much alive and erased his name from the memorial!) 



 

Figure 23   1911 Census showing Joseph, aged 17, a school student, living at Gun End, Heaton, Staffordshire. 



Dulce et Decorum est 

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, 

Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge, 

Till on the haunting flares we turned out backs, 

And towards our distant rest began to trudge. 

Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots, 

But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame, all blind;  

Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots 

Of gas-shells dropping softly behind. 

Gas! GAS! Quick, boys! - An ecstasy of fumbling 

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time, 

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling 

And flound'ring like a man in fire or lime.-  

Dim through the misty panes and thick green light, 

As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 

In all my dreams before my helpless sight 

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning. 

If in some smothering dreams, you too could pace 

Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 

His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin, 

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs 

Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,-  

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest 

To children ardent for some desperate glory, 

The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est 

Pro patria mori. 

By Wilfrid Owen 

Translated  "It is sweet and glorious to die for one's country."  - The Old Lie! 



FRANK HAMMOND JONES 
BIRTH 
 

 Frank Hammond Jones was born in Toxteth Park, Liverpool in July 1898. His father was John 
Jones and his mother was Sarah Jane Jones (nee Hatton). They married in 1896 at the Parish 
Church in Prince’s Park Liverpool. Interestingly, Sarah Jane’s father was James Hammond. Hence 
Hammond became Frank’s middle name – after his grandfather. He was their eldest child. 

EARLY LIFE 

Frank grew up in the Toxteth area of Liverpool. 

COLLEGE 

Frank attended Chester College, leaving in 1917. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 
Frank joined the Army as Private 87052 Frank Hammond Jones and went into the Kings (Liverpool) 
Regiment 6th Battalion. 

LEST WE FORGET 
 
 On the morning of September 27th, the Canadian Corps, with British forces on its flanks, 
assaulted a dry portion of the partially excavated Canal du Nord, Cambrai, following in the wake 
of an artillery barrage that kept German defenders down in their dugouts or concrete machine-
gun posts. By nightfall, the canal had been crossed and secured, and Bourlon Wood was captured.  
 
During the Battle for Cambrai, Frank was killed in action on September 30th. 

 

POST MORTEM 

 
Frank is buried at Anneux British Cemetery near Cambrai in France.  
Anneux, Havrincourt and Graincourt were captured by the 62nd (West Riding) Division on 
November 20th and 21st, 1917. Anneux remained in Allied hands until the following December 
6th. The original cemetery was made by the 57th Division Burial Officer and by various units in 
October 1918. At the Armistice it contained 131 graves but was then greatly increased when 



graves were brought in from the surrounding battlefields and small cemeteries in the area, 
including:- DELMADGE CEMETERY, FONTAINE-NOTRE DAME, FLOT FARM CEMETERY, and 
MARCOING. Anneux British Cemetery now contains 1,013 burials and commemorations of the 
First World War. 459 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials commemorate seven 
casualties believed to be buried among them.  
Frank was awarded all three medals, the 1915 STAR, the British War and the Victory medals. 

 

 

 

 

 



Frank Hammond Jones

Remembered with Honour
Anneux British Cemetery

In Memory of

Rifleman

87952, 2nd/6th Bn., The King's (Liverpool Regiment) who died on 30 September 1918

Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Jones, of 26A, Lawrence Rd., Wavertree, Liverpool.



GERWYN VICTOR LOVETT CLASS OF 1917

BIRTH 

Gerwyn Victor Lovett was born on 22nd May 1897 at Maendy, Welsh St Donat, the 
fourth child of five born to William and Beatrice Eleanor Lovett. He was baptised 
on 1st August 1897 at Welsh St Donat. William and Beatrice’s other children were 
Walter George, born 1888; Lottie, born 1889; Illytd, born 1892 (then Gerwyn) and 
finally, Trevor, born 1900.  

EARLY LIFE 

William Lovett and his wife both taught at the National School at Maendy, where 
they lived at the school house, and Gerwyn was enrolled as a pupil there on 7th 
May 1900. He remained at the school until September 1910, when he left to go to 
Intermediate School. In 1911 the family was still living at the same address.  

CHESTER COLLEGE 

Gerwyn attended Chester College and left in 1917. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Gerwyn originally attested on 11th December 1915, probably under the provisions 
of the Derby Scheme as he was immediately posted to the Army Reserves. He was 
recorded as a student at that time, presumably already attending Chester College. 
He was called up for service on 24th July 1916 as Private 2874 Glamorgan 
Yeomanry. Having completed approximately three months’ basic training, Gerwyn 
was transferred to Class “W” Army Reserve. This class of the reserve was for 
those soldiers whose service was deemed to be more valuable in civilian life than 
with the military.  

Unfortunately for Gerwyn, in his case it appears that the reason for his transfer 
was on medical grounds. His records show that whilst undergoing basic training in 
August 1916 at a camp near Oswestry, he was unable to continue. He fainted 
several times, then had to spend a week in hospital. He was assigned to clerical 
duties, but he was unable to carry out his duties. He was diagnosed as having an 
enlarged thyroid and heart problems. He was awarded a pension from 11th 
November 1916 as his condition was judged to have been aggravated by his 
military service. He was eventually discharged from the army on 22nd November 
1917. He was awarded a Silver War Badge no. B107532 following his discharge. 



 

LEST WE FORGET 

Gerwyn died at home on 6th March 1919. He was buried at Ystradowen, St. Owain 
Cemetery.  



JOHN MELLOR CLASS OF 1917 
BIRTH 

John Mellor was the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Mellor of 31 York Street Hasland, 
Chesterfield. 

EARLY LIFE 

At school John was “such a modest fellow that his acquaintance was confined to a 
somewhat narrow circle, but he was none the less sincerely liked and respected in it on 
that account. In study he lived up to the high reputation which he enjoyed by gaining 
first-class honours in the Oxford Senior Locals” (information provided by John Drabble 
from The Cestrefeldian, December 1916.)  He was described as “a respected member 
of the Hasland Primitive Methodist Sunday School prior to entering college” in The 
Derbyshire Courier, 26 August 1916. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

John gained a scholarship for Cheltenham College, but as this place had been taken 
over by the Government, he had to wait until he could enter Chester College: 
meanwhile he taught at the St. Helen’s Street Schools. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

John attested and in April, 1916, joined the 8th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London) 
Battalion (the Public Schools Battalion) as Private 10407 
(http://oldcestrefeldians.org.uk/images/OCs%20in%20WWI.pdf). John trained at 
Edinburgh for only three months and was drafted to France on 29th July. There he was 
transferred to another Battalion from which he went into the firing line.  

LEST WE FORGET 

John was killed in action on 3rd August 1916, aged 20. 

POST MORTEM 

John is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial. The memorial commemorates more 
than 72,000 men of British and South African forces who died in the Somme sector 
before 20th March, 1918 and have no known grave – the majority of whom died during 
the Somme offensive of 1916. 

http://oldcestrefeldians.org.uk/images/OCs%20in%20WWI.pdf


 



GEORGE HERBERT ROBERTS CLASS OF 1917

BIRTH 

George Herbert Roberts was born at Hanley in the first quarter of 1888, the eldest child 
of Thomas Roberts and his wife Alice Mary Evans. His brother, Alfred Thomas Roberts, 
was born the following year and his sister, Alice Mary Roberts, was born in the last 
quarter of 1890. Also in that last quarter of 1890, Thomas Roberts died, leaving his 
widow with three children under the age of four. 

EARLY LIFE 

In the 1891 census Alice Mary Roberts is recorded at 25 Broad Street, Shelton, Stoke-
on-Trent, where she had a tobacconist business. Alfred Thomas and the young Alice 
Mary were with her, but George Herbert was not. It is probable that he was with 
relatives, but he has not been found in that census.  

Alice Mary married again to Henry Robinson, a coal miner, in late 1896 in the Stoke 
area. The 1901 census shows Henry and Alice living at 3, Holly Place, Fenton and with 
them were George Herbert and Alice Mary, recorded as stepson and stepdaughter, and 
two children born to this second marriage, Ada and Frances. Alfred Thomas Roberts 
had died in September 1891, and may well have been ailing before that, which might 
explain why George had been boarded out so that his mother could more easily cope 
with a sick child.  

By the time of the 1911 census George Herbert had left home and was living with John 
and Minnie Gunshon, at 23, St Stephen Street, Salford. He was then aged 23 and 
working as a grocer’s assistant. The census records that he was one of three people 
who were boarding with the Gunshon family, the other two being Herbert Lancashire 
and Mary Ellen Robinson, 48, a widow employed as a mantle machinist. George 
Herbert was listed as her nephew, so she, presumably, was a sister-in-law of his 
stepfather Henry Robinson. 

CHESTER COLLEGE 

George left Chester College in 1917, indicating that at some point between 1911 and 
1915 he had progressed into a position where he could be accepted for training as a 
teacher. It appears that George entered the army as soon as he left the College, as he 
was on the Western Front by the late autumn of 1917. 



 

MILITARY SERVICE 

George was initially with the 4th Battalion of the Manchester Regiment. This was a 
reserve and training battalion, so as soon as he had completed his basic training he 
would have been sent overseas to France. In France he served with the 16th Battalion, 
(1st City) Manchester Regiment. The regiment had been in France since November 
1915 and had seen a lot of heavy fighting. 

 “LEST WE FORGET” 

Lance Corporal 36952 George Herbert Roberts, 16th. Battalion, Manchester Regiment, 
died from his wounds on Tuesday 27th November, 1917 and is buried in Lijssenthoek 
Military Cemetery. 

Lijssenthoek was the location for a number of casualty clearing stations during the First 
World War. The village was situated on the main communication line between the Allied 
military bases in the rear and the Ypres battlefields. Close to the Front, but out of the 
extreme range of most German field artillery, it became a natural place to establish 
casualty clearing stations.  

 Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery.             The Grave of Lance Corporal 
     36952 George Herbert Roberts 



 

POST MORTEM 

George was awarded the Victory and British War Medals. 

His entry in the Register of Soldiers’ Effects reads as follows:  

Roberts George Herbert 

16th Battalion Manchester Regiment 

L/Cpl 36952 

Died of wounds 27/11/17 in France or Belgium 

Credit £3 14s 7d – paid 23/3/18 to [illegible word] sole legatee 

War Gratuity £6 0s 0d – paid 29/3/20 to wid* – sole legatee – Alice M. 

*Alice M. was his mother – not his widow – George Herbert was not married.





HUBERT ABRAM YEARSLEY CLASS OF 1917 

BIRTH 

Hubert (aka Herbert) Abram Yearsley was born in the March 1884 to Jesse and Lucy Yearsley (nee 
Grice) of West Derby, Liverpool. Jesse and Lucy had married in 1882 at St. Saviours’ Church in Everton, 
Liverpool. 

EARLY LIFE 

Jesse became a “Beer house keeper” (a publican today) and was originally from Norbury, Cheshire, 
although by the time of the 1901 census Jesse was recorded as a Railway engine driver. 

Bert had a younger brother Benjamin Disraeli and a younger sister Helena. Another brother Frederick 
died as a baby and the family moved up to Widnes and then later to 16 Leinster Gardens in Runcorn. 

COLLEGE 

Bert attended Chester Teacher Training College as what is now known as a “mature student” and is 
recorded as having left in 1917, although he had enlisted into the Army in early 1916. He was 32 years 
old at the time and had been a bricklayer/builder previously. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Hubert had enlisted on 29th February 1916 in Chester, aged 32, but was not called up for service until 
29th February 1917 when he eventually joined the Royal Engineers 76 company after initially being 
allocated to the Manchester Regiment and Rifle Brigade. He was posted to France on 30th February 1917. 
He had been living with his mother, Lucy, at 16 Leinster Gardens, Runcorn at the time. 

 



His enlistment papers describe him as being 5ft 8inches tall and he weighed 10st. 

LEST WE FORGET 

 
Hubert was killed in action in France on 9th April 1918 the start of a major German offensive in 
Flanders known as the Battles of the Lys 1918.  
 
The third German offensive Operation Georgette takes place in Flanders with the objective of 
capturing key railway and supply roads and cutting off British Second Army at Ypres. After 
initial successes the German attack is once again held after British and French reserves are 
somehow found and deployed. 
 

POST MORTEM 

Herbert was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

 

 

As a single man his effects in the sum of £158 were left to his father, Jesse. 

Bert is buried at Gentelles Communal Cemetery in the Somme region of France. 

Gentelles Communal cemetery contains 23 
Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 
Two of the burials are unidentified and three 
graves destroyed by shell fire are represented by 
special memorials. 

 



In Memory of 

Secon<l lieutenant 

Herbert Abram Yearsley 

76th Field Coy., Royal Engineers Who died on 09 April 1918 

Remembered with Honour 

Gentelles Communal Cemetery 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 



 

 

 

 

Class of 
1918 



DAVID CLARKE CLASS OF 1918 
BIRTH 

David Clarke was born on 17th December 1897 to David and Clara Elizabeth Clarke of 914 Chester Rd., 
Stretford, Manchester. He was baptized on 30th January 1898 at St. Martin’s Church, Manchester. 

EARLY LIFE 

David had three younger sisters, Bessie, Clara and Lorna. Bessie died in childhood aged just 3 years old. 

David attended Manchester Central High School and was also a member of the officer training corps of 
Manchester University. 

COLLEGE 

David attended Chester Teachers Training College and left in 1918 

MILITARY SERVICE 

David joined the Cheshire Regiment 11th Battalion and quickly rose to 2nd Lieutenant 

LEST WE FORGET 

In the early morning of 21st March 1918, the German Spring Offensive, 'Operation Michael' 
began, when German artillery launched the largest artillery bombardment of the war, swiftly 
followed by rapidly advancing shock troops, against the British Fifth Army, Third Army and 
units of the First Army stationed in and around St. Quentin. Over 3.5 million shells were 
launched along a 40-mile front covering 150 square miles onto an area held by the British Third 
and Fifth Armies. 

The Armies held out for as long as they could but faced with overwhelming numbers and 
broken communications the retreat was fractured.  

It was on the following day, 22nd March 1918 that 2nd Lieutenant David Clarke was killed in 
action. He was just 20 years old. 



 

POST MORTEM 

David is remembered on the Arras Memorial at Faubourg-D’Amiens. 

 

 

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916 and the system of tunnels 
upon which the town is built were used and developed in preparation for the major offensive planned 
for April 1917. The Commonwealth section of the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY was begun in 
March 1916, behind the French military cemetery established earlier. It continued to be used by field 
ambulances and fighting units until November 1918. The cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice 
when graves were brought in from the battlefields and from two smaller cemeteries in the vicinity. The 
cemetery contains over 2,650 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 10 of which are 
unidentified. 

David was awarded the British War and Victory medals for his service to King and Country. 

 



 



WILLIAM COBHAM 

CHESTER COLLEGE 1916-1918 

SIGNALMAN (ML-1748) ROYAL NAVY VOLUNTEER RESERVE 

KILLED IN ACTION 2ND AUGUST 1918 

William Cobham was a member of the crew of HMS Ariel when 
it hit a mine in the Heigoland Bight in the North Sea.  The bow 
of the ship was blown off and 149 members of the crew 
perished.  William’s body was never recovered for burial. 
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WILLIAM	COBHAM	
BIRTH	

William was born on 5th October 1897 in Mawdesley in 
Lancashire.  His Baptism record from St Peter’s Church on 
18th October 1897 in Mawdesley, shows that his parents were 
Thomas Cobham, a 'Basket Maker', and his wife Ellen.  

Thomas Cobham had married Ellen Moss at St Peter’s Church 
on 5th November 1888.  At the time of their marriage Thomas 
was a 44-year-old bachelor and Ellen, was aged 25. 
Mawdesley was a village heavily involved in basket making, 
and it is no surprise that Thomas, his father William and 
Ellen’s father William were all basket makers. 

EARLY	LIFE	

It could have been William Cobham who is credited with the design of a basket called 
the Southport boat in 1930.  This was invented to carry eggs and butter to Southport 
market.  This photographs shows the Cobham Basket Works and the boat basket: 

© Lancashire C. C. 

By the 1891 Census, Thomas and Ellen are living at 68 New Street in Mawdesley with 
their two children Reuben (1) and Edwin (8 months) and Kate Moss, who is recorded as 
being a servant, but who is possibly Ellen’s sister Catherine. 
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By the time of William’s birth, and at the time of the 1901 Census William had five 
siblings: Reuben now 11, Edwin 10, Jesse 8, Lillian 7 and Catherine, 5.  
The family were now living at 134 School Lane, Mawdesley. 

Ten years later the family was still living in School Lane, in a house with six rooms.  
By 1911 William has another brother Allan (9) and there are two older brothers and 
two older sisters still living at home with their parents.  Edwin was the only sibling to 
have moved out of the family home.  Jesse, like his father, was a 'Journeyman 
Basketmaker'.

CHESTER	COLLEGE	

William is recorded on the Memorial Plaque as being a member of the cohort of students 
who left Chester College in 1918, when he would have been 20 years of age, had he lived.  

MILITARY	SERVICE	

The transcribed table of William's Service Record on the next page shows that he 
enrolled in the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve Ordinary Seaman on 27th May 1916 for a 
period of three years. This record states that when he joined his occupation was given 
as “Student Teacher”.  
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On 18th July 1916, William began his service as an 'Ordinary Seaman' on HMS Victory 
VI. It appears he then became  an 'Able Seaman', again on HMS Victory VI.  His
Service here came to an end on 3rd December 1916 and the next day he joined
HMS Victory I, where he stayed until 13th February.  Since Victory VI and Victory II were
both shore bases in Crystal Palace, he was possibly undergoing training at this time.

On 14th February he then moved to HMS Vivid II.  This was also a shore base, but this 
time at Devonport, Plymouth.  Here he continued his training until 31st August.  
On his Service Record in brackets there is also appears to be the name of a ship 
to which he was also attached but it is unclear what the name is, 'D… ich'.  Whilst at 
HMS Vivid II he was upgraded to “SIG” – Signalman. 

(In an online forum discussion HMS Vivid II was described as a shore based barracks and it is suggested that the
significance of the I or II after the names is that bases with I were for initial training whilst those with II were for the 
training of sailors who were between ships or awaiting the draft.  There is also a suggestion that the numbers after 
these 'base' names did not only denote different departments on the same site but often denoted totally different 
locations - and sometimes the same number was moved to different locations at various times. 

As an example - HMS Victory could be followed by any number between I and XI over the years. At various times 
these different locations were Portsmouth, Goodings (Berks), Crystal Palace, Newbury, Wantage, London, Petersfield, 
Southampton and Portland!)



© JL 

Since William was at his next stage of training it would make sense that he was 
attached to a ship.   

On 1st September 1917 he transferred again this time to HMS Apollo.  In 1917 HMS 
Apollo was known as a depot ship, which was an auxiliary ship designed to operate in 
any number of roles supporting combatant ships and other naval operations. On the 
record there is the same ship in brackets, which may be the ship they are supporting. 

Auxiliaries are not primary combatants, 
although they may have some limited combat 
capacity, usually of a self-defence nature.  
William served on this ship for the month of 
September and then on the 1st October he 
transferred to HMS Wallington.  

HMS Wallington was an Auxiliary Patrol Base 
at Barton on Humber in Lincolnshire.  This was a 
shore-based establishment, which sent out 
small patrol vessels into the North Sea.  

Whilst here William was also attached to HMS 
Ariel. This was an Acheron-class destroyer 
built in 1911.  (The Acheron-class was the 
name given to the class of twenty-three Royal 
Navy destroyers built between 1910-1912, 
which served in WWI.) 

He remained at HMS Wallington until 30th June 
1918 and on 1st July 1918 he transferred to 
HMS Leander. HMS Leander was 
commissioned as a “depot ship” for torpedo 
boat destroyers including HMS Ariel. William 
was therefore still attached to HMS Ariel 
throughout the month of July. 
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“LEST	WE	FORGET”	

On 2nd August HMS Ariel was conducting mine laying operations in the western end of 
the Heligoland Bight in the North Sea. 

(The Heligoland Bight, also known as Helgoland Bight, (German: Helgoländer Bucht) is a bay which 
forms the southern part of the German Bight in the North Sea, located at the mouth of the Elbe river.  It 
extends from the mouth of the River Elbe to the islands of Heligoland and lies between the East Frisian 
island of Wangerooge and the North Frisian peninsula of Eiderstedt.) 

HMS Ariel was accompanied by the V-class destroyer, HMS Vehement.  Both ships 
were part of the 20th Destroyer Flotilla that was undertaking a mine laying operation in 
the Heligoland Bight.  Vehement hit a mine which caused a magazine explosion blowing 
off her bow.  Attempts to tow her failed and her remains were scuttled.  Whilst 
attempting to leave the minefield that had sunk Vehement, Ariel also had her bow blown 
off by a mine and she sank in less than an hour. 

HMS Vehement sank after striking a German mine.  HMS Ariel then attempted to exit 
the minefield but struck a mine and lost her bow.  She then sank in less than an hour 
with a loss of lives, including her commanding officer Lieutenant Frank Rothera and 
Signalman William Cobham. 

This report of the tragedy can be found on pages 
79-81 of 'Into the Minefields - British Destroyer
Minelaying 1916 - 1960' by Peter C. Smith (Pen
& Sword 2005):

While the tow was being established [with the mined HMS 
Vehement], without warning yet further tragedy struck the 
flotilla ten minutes after midnight. The last ship of the line, the 
Ariel, was turning under starboard helm at 18 knots to comply 
with the withdrawal signal, when she, too, struck a mine 
forward. Once again, the explosion of the mine detonated the 
ship's forward magazines. In a grisly repeat of the Vehement 
disaster, the whole of the fore part of the ship was totally 
blown away from about six feet before the whaler's davits. 
Again, casualties were heavy, her captain, Lieutenant F A 
Rothera, being among those instantly killed, as were most of 
her other senior officers. 
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Her Gunner (T), Mr E G Hillier, found himself the senior survivor. 

"I was thrown in the air by the force of the explosion and on recovery found myself the only executive 
officer left. I at once took the necessary steps to close all hatches on the upper deck and the motor boat 
[was] turned out, the whaler having previously turned out [sic] to the force of the explosion. The Surgeon 
Probationer attended to the wounded, and in the meantime I instituted a thorough search of the ship to 
ascertain if there were any more wounded, but found none." 

The Chief ERA Alfred James Bullen was on deck forward of the engine room on the starboard side when 
Ariel was struck. He described the aftermath: 

"There was a cloud of steam and when I got clear (I was pinned down on deck) I went forward to No. 2 
Boiler Room and found Stoker Petty Officer Mott lying across the hatchway badly injured. I succeeded in 
removing him to the deck and assisted the Doctor to give him an (35) injection of morphia. I then 
attempted to enter No. 2 Boiler room again, but found after descending about three rungs of the ladder 
that the gratings were blown away. I then entered the engine room and found no steam whatever. The 
Doctor asked me for my torch on my return to deck. I proceeded aft to get another one from the Captain's 
cabin. I did not find one there but got one from the First Lieutenant's cabin. On arriving on deck, I met the 
TI who told me the Gunner had abandoned ship, and he was just leaving. The TI jumped overboard. I 
then looked along the deck with my torch and sung out, but could not see anyone." 

In fact, the little Ariel was sinking fast; within twenty minutes of the initial detonation, it was clear that she 
could not last much longer. In the words of Gunner (T) Hillier: 

"At about 00.30, finding the ship was settling down fast, I reluctantly gave the order 'Abandon Ship', 
observing that, in my opinion, there was no possible chance of saving her. The ship was abandoned in a 
thoroughly orderly manner in the motorboat, whaler, dinghy and Carley float. Before leaving the ship, I 
carefully searched everywhere and finding no one else on board I then dived and swam to the whaler, 
eventually being picked up by HMS Vanoc. The ship sank altogether about 01.00." 

Alfred Bullen also dived off and swam to the Carley float about thirty yards distant. 

"I then heard someone singing out to be saved and picked up Stoker Petty Officer Mitchell, who was 
badly wounded. I then heard someone else singing out and picked up two more survivors, one of whose 
name was Durrant. I tried to proceed to pick up others but was not able to as there were two oars one 
side of the Float and one the other because of the wounded; she kept sliding round. Whilst the Vanoc's 
dinghy was preparing to take us in tow, HMS Ariel sank with a loud explosion. I was taken with the 
remainder on the float to HMS Tarpon, being the last to leave the float." 

There were many heroes in the darkness of that awful night, among them Leading Seaman Arthur 
Rushbridge who gave up his lifebelt to Robert Mitchell who was seriously wounded. When the Ariel 
slipped beneath the waves at 01.00, she took with her the four senior offices and forty-five of her ship's 
company. She was the flotilla's first loss. 

All attempts were now concentrated on getting the remains of the Vehement clear of the minefield and 
then home safely. At first, all seemed to be going well. The stoutly constructed little ship had stood up well 
and her bulkheads were apparently holding firm... 

Report dated 3 August 1918, ADM1, 8534. 
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POST	MORTEM	

On William’s Service Record for 2nd August 1918 is written:  

D.D, which is naval abbreviation for “Discharged Dead”.

In addition there is the stamped image indicating the 
date he was killed and his ship HMS Ariel. 

There is also the stamped image re “War Gratuities.” 
In William’s case these would have been paid to his 
parents. 

“War Gratuities to Seamen Royal Navy, were paid to naval ratings in respect of their war service.  For the first year's 
service an Able Seaman would be entitled to £5, thereafter there were increments for each additional calendar month 
served, subject to a maximum of 48 such monthly increments. The Gratuities were paid to men on 
discharge/demobilization, or to their legal representatives in cases of ratings who had died. These gratuities were 
exempt from Income Tax.” 

No body was recovered for burial and the UK, British Army and Navy Birth, Marriage 
and Death Records have this entry: 

It goes on to give details of relative informed: 
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OBITUARY	

This entry was placed in the Commonwealth War Graves Memorial Register: 

This entry can also be found on the WRECK SITE Website:  

https://www.wrecksite.eu/Wrecksite.aspx 

The site gives information regarding 
William’s death and the fact that he is 
remembered, along with many others,
on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. 
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William Cobham

Remembered with Honour
Plymouth Naval Memorial

In Memory of

Signalman

Mersey Z/1748, H.M.S. "Ariel.", Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve who died on 02 August 1918 Age 20

Son of Thomas and Ellen Cobham, of Mawdesley, Ormskirk, Lancs.
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Sources and Copyright 

Thank you to: 

• My	colleague	Sue	Carmichael	for	all	her	help	with	the	research,	which	I	have	used	to	create	this
biography	and	for	the	help	she	has	given	with	tracing	and	contacting	relatives.		Also	to	Sue
Carmichael	and	Mike	Bambury	for	proof	reading	this	biography.

• The	National	Archives	for	information	found	on	the	documents	they	hold	which	have	been
transcribed	in	this	biography.

• Commonwealth	War	Graves	Commission	who	allow	use	of	their	images

• The	wreck	site	is	the	world's	largest	online	wreck	database:

https://www.wrecksite.eu/Wrecksite.aspx 

• World	Naval	Ships	Forum:

http://www.worldnavalships.com/forums/showthread.php?t=11890 

• Into	the	Minefields	-	British	Destroyer	Minelaying	1916	-	1960'	by
Peter	C.	Smith	for	the	report	into	the	sinking	of	HMS	Ariel.

• WIKIPEDIA	for	information	regarding	HMS	Ariel	and	other	ships	as
well	as	depot	ships	and	auxiliary	ships.

©  John Lord  
Chester College Alumni 1967-70 

“The original archive records and their digital copies remain the property of 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but are available for re-use 
for private and non-commercial purposes.” 
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Class of 1918 



We Remember Them

1918 – 2018 77

We would like to thank all our volunteers and staff for their help with making our 
World War One Centenary commemorations a success.

Development and Alumni Relations Office (DARO) website: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni

The 77 Fallen
Where it all began…
In the University Chapel, there is a plaque 
which lists the 77 former staff and students 
who lost their lives during World War One. 
As 2018 marks the centenary of the end 
of the War, members of the University of 
Chester Alumni Association (UCAA) felt that 
the 77’s sacrifice should be commemorated 
in some way. This led to extensive research 
being carried out on the 77 fallen’s early lives, 
military careers and families.

As the project has progressed, there have 
been a number of different elements 
incorporated. This has included the 
decoration of 77 wooden remembrance 
crosses by primary school children, the 
creation of a short documentary by 
Journalism student, Estelle Whittaker, and 
the University Sewing Group’s poppy project, 
which saw the creation of 77 unique textile 
poppies to represent each fallen alumnus 
as part of a commemorative wreath.

Commemorative wreath
The commemorative wreath was unveiled and 
blessed as part of the World War One 
Centenary Commemoration Service on June 
22, 2018, in the University Chapel. Each 
individual textile poppy was created by a 
volunteer linked to the University, before being 
mounted onto the wreath by member of the 
University Sewing Group, Elaine Rowland.

The oak cabinet, in which the poppies are 
displayed, was made by Rob Nicholas, an 
experienced cabinet maker from Liverpool. 
Inspired by the Art and Crafts movement 
which was popular during 1914-18, the 
cabinet is based on a campaign chest used 
by soldiers during the First World War. The 
cabinet can be elevated, similar to a student’s 
desk, which reflects the careers of the 77 
fallen, who were all training to be teachers 
or taught at the then Chester College. The 
cabinet also features the names of each of 
the 77 fallen carved inside.


	1882 Freeland, Henry
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1891 DAWSON EDWARD STANLEY WEB
	1895 Moss Samuel Foden
	birth
	early life
	College
	military
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1896 Large Henry
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1898 Walmsley Ernest Lees
	Birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituary

	1899 Reynolds Norman
	birth
	early life
	Chester college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituary

	1900 Barker, James
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1900 Stevenson William  MC
	birth
	early life
	chester college and later life
	military
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituary

	1900 WALKER JOHN EDWARD web
	1901 Dobson, Tom
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1901 Upton Joseph Scott
	Birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1902 james freeman
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1902 ROBERTS_WILLIAM (1)
	1903 Richardson Harry B
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1904 Hayes George
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1904 Hodgson John Charles
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1904 Taylforth William
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1904 Valentine charles kenneth
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituary

	1905 bower edwin
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1906 Collinson James
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1906 Shorrock Arthur Giles
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1907 BULLOUGH FREDERICK WILLIAM BIOGRAPHY, DIART AND LETTERS WEB
	1907 Clarke John
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1907 Morton Crowther 
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post morTEM

	1907 Newbold George Harold
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1908 Bell John Coates
	Birth
	early life
	Chester College
	army service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1908 Dyson John
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1908 Irlam Lewis John Edwards
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER College
	military service
	post mortem

	1908 NEWPORT RICHARD  Web 1
	1908 thomas hallworth
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1909 Beardmore Norman
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	Marriage
	army service
	post mortem

	1909 Billington Frank Norman
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military
	lest we forgeT
	post mortem
	obituary

	1909 Bostock Joseph
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1909 caton john leonard
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1909 Davenport Harold 
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1910 CARR JOHN STANLEY Web
	1910 George Carter
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1910 Pinch, William
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituaries

	1910 Whittaker George
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	obituary

	1911 Allen Frank
	birth
	early life
	Chester College
	military service

	1911 Allen Robert Hounsome 
	birth
	early life
	College
	military
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1911 Barrett Harold Renshaw
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER College
	military
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1911 Bell Henry
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1911 george daniels
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1911 HARDING JOHN WILLIAM  BIO - Pat
	birth and EarLY YEARS
	EarLY YEARS
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituaries

	1911 Ireland Arthur J
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1911 Stanworth Peter
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1911 Wilson Philip Stanley
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1912 Thomas Holt NEEDS PROOF
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	Obituary

	1912 Whitfield_George Arthur 
	1913 Cash Ernest Alfred
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	army service
	post mortem

	1913 MALLPRESS VICTOR KENNETH  Web
	1913 Roberts, Henry Samuel NEEDS PROOF
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1913 Tiffin Thomas Henry
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1914 Cornish Alfred Joseph 
	birth
	early life
	CHESTER college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1914 Hook Edgar
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	army service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1914 Pearson Alfred
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1914 Skinner Richard Harold 
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1914 Stringer Alfred Osmond
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem
	obituary

	1915 Baker Eric Trezier 
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1915 CHAFFEY HENRY PERCIVAL Web
	1915 Elliot J E 
	1915 Parker George Wilson
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1915 Parker James Edward 
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1915 Stokes Alfred William
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1916 Lloyd Llewellyn 
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
	Obituaries

	1916 Taylor john yates 
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1917 Bratt JH V2 booklet
	1917 JONES_FRANK_HAMMOND_
	1917 lovett gerwyn victor
	birth
	early life
	Chester college
	Military service
	lest we forget

	1917 Mellor John
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1917 Roberts George H
	birth
	early life
	chester college
	military service
	“lest we forget”
	post mortem

	1917 Yearsley, Herbert NEEDS PROOF
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem

	1918 Clarke, David NEEDS PROOF
	birth
	early life
	college
	Military service
	lest we forget
	post mortem
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