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This is the first edition of our autumn 
Cestrian. We have so much news and 
so many things going on that we have 
decided to communicate with our alumni 
through the newsletter twice a year. The 
2011 Reunion which is featured in the 
magazine was a great event with a very 
good attendance, organised with precision 
by the alumni and conferences teams and 
Stan France. The academic year for the 
University has got off to a flying start with 
our largest number of students joining us in 
September. The University saw its ranking 
leap by 21 places in the Sunday Times league 
tables. We have seen a rise in the national 
survey for student satisfaction to 84%, 2% 

more than the national average and have 
seen our students achieve excellent results 
academically and in obtaining jobs in a very 
difficult labour market. 

We continue to invest in the estate and 
in facilities that will enhance still further 
the student experience. We have created 
a second all weather pitch on the Exton 
Park Campus, resurfaced the old one, 
provided tennis courts and a running track 
for students, and established a new post 
of Director of Student Sports Development 
which will focus on five sports including 
rowing, rugby, netball, football and athletics. 
We have provided changing facilities and 
three pitches at our Kingsway Campus. 

The third tranche of our investment in 
the Seaborne Library was completed at the 
end of August and created an ultra-modern 
reception, e-learning facilities and allowed 
for the expansion and reorganisation of 
all of our learning resources. Our students 
can enjoy state-of-the-art facilities 24 
hours a day. The biggest project has been 
the complete refurbishment of the Price 
Tower, with new lifts and windows and 
complete recladding so the brutal late 
1960’s appearance is much more pleasing 
to the eye, in addition to being more energy 
efficient and ‘green’. Our investment in the 

Riverside Campus (the former County Hall) 
was completed by a preview of the Riverside 
Innovation Centre with a Financial Times 
business breakfast as part of a ‘Celebrate 
Cheshire’ weekend that showcased all that 
is good in Cheshire and Warrington.

However, the University is not about 
buildings – it’s about people. We celebrated 
the achievement of over 2,200 students 
receiving their degrees and awards in nine 
ceremonies at the Cathedral in the first 
week of November. We were able to mark 
the special contribution that lives of service 
both locally and nationally merit through 
the conferment of nine honorary degrees 
including those on the celebrated actor 
Ronald Pickup and the Time Team presenter, 
broadcaster and author Tony Robinson. We 
also celebrated the retirement of some 
long serving members of staff and sadly the 
loss of some current and former staff and 
of course some of our alumni. The most 
moving event for me was not the Civic 
Remembrance Sunday at the Cathedral, at 
which the University was represented, but 
a simple ceremony at the yellow cross on 
campus where we reflected on the sacrifice 
made by 132 of our former students, since 
our first casualty in Afghanistan in 1882, as 
one of our students played The Last Post.
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Graduate cycles around
the world for charity

feature

An International Development and Hazard 
Management graduate has embarked on 
a staggering 20,000 mile journey around 
the world on a humble push bike, to raise 
funds for a charity, with which he spent six 
weeks working as part of his studies. 

Over 18 months, Tom Riley and his friend 
Robert Lucas, will be cycling through four 
continents and 20 countries to raise money 
for WaterAid.

Their expedition started in September 
in their home city of York, and will see them 
heading east through Europe, Asia, Northern 
America and Western Africa. It will encompass 
many enduring challenges including extreme 
temperatures of minus 30 degrees Celsius 
in central Asia, to highs of 40+ crossing 
the Sahara Desert. Their route, which will 
circumnavigate the globe, has been carefully 
planned and is inspired by tales that they have 
heard, combined with the desire to explore 
places they have previously visited. 

Having always dreamt of travelling the 
world, the cyclists were inspired to embark 
on the challenge after seeing Long Way 
Round, a television series which followed 
the adventures of actors Ewan McGregor 
and Charley Boorman as they took part 
in an international motorcycle trip 
from London to New York. Unlike the 
motorised method of two wheel 
transport, Tom and Robert have opted 
for the traditional push bike!

Tom who said: “The TV series 
first made us realise that our 
dreams could actually be made 
possible. Not only did they show how 
achievable such an expedition could be, but it 
broadened the scope of the places we wished 
to see. It became apparent to us both that it 
is the countries and regions overlooked by 
most tourists which are the most intriguing 
and inviting.”

Besides the journey being a life altering 
experience, Tom and Robert are aiming to 
raise £20,000 for WaterAid - an international 
non-governmental organisation whose 
mission is to transform lives by improving 
access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in 
the world's poorest communities.

Tom was inspired to raise money for the 
charity after spending six weeks at its head 
office in London, working with the community 
fundraising team.

Tom added: “Along our way we will 

pass through many places where WaterAid 
operates and makes an active difference to 
people’s lives. It will be great to stop and tell 
people what we are doing and why we are 
doing it. The work I did with the charity means 
that I will be able to pass on my knowledge of 
its operations, its importance and the impact 
of the work that it does.”

Tom and Robert are keeping a blog of 
their travels via their website,
www.aroundtheworldforwater.co.uk
where visitors to the site can keep up to 
date with their adventure and also donate 
money to the cause. 

Snow in Romania

Tom Riley

Staying with host
s in

Germany
Arrived in the Netherlands

Some students from the American 

International School of Vienna
(Our first talk)
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The University has been recognised 
once again for its outstanding 
teacher training provision.

In the annual and nationally recognised The Good Teacher 
Training Guide (2011), Chester was rated as the 12th best university 
in the country for its delivery of Initial Teacher Training. This makes 
it the highest ranking institution in both the Cathedrals Group (an 
association of universities and colleges with church foundations) and 
the North West for teacher training.

Breaking the results down further, the University was placed at 
number four in the top 10 institutions for delivering primary teacher 
training in the whole country.

This result follows an announcement earlier this year that the 
University has been recognised by Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector 
(HMCI) at Ofsted as an ‘Outstanding Provider’ of Initial Teacher 
Training.

Anna Sutton, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Education and 
Children’s Services, said: “We are very proud of our placing within 
The Good Teacher Training Guide. This once again demonstrates the 
quality of the programmes in teacher training that we deliver at the 
University of Chester. “

university news

The University has topped a summer of record performances 
in national league tables with a huge surge of 21 places in the 
Sunday Times University Guide 2012, giving it the most improved 
ranking in the whole of the North West and joint third nationally 
– an institutional best.

Within the UK, out of a total of 125 institutions, the University 
has risen from 97th to 76th position and it is named as the sixth 
highest in the North West, ahead of much larger institutions such 
as Liverpool John Moores University, Edge Hill University and 
Manchester Metropolitan University.

Earlier this summer, 10 subjects taught by the University were 
singled out by The Guardian, The Independent and The Times as at 
the top of their field nationally.

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice Chancellor, said: “We are absolutely 
delighted with our position in the Sunday Times University Guide 
2012, which is our best ever placing to date in one of the country’s 
most avidly referenced publications.

“Chester’s successes this summer are testimony to the 
considerable effort put by our staff into ensuring that the 
University provides an outstanding and sector-leading experience 
for students.  As we move into a new funding and fees regime 
for higher education from 2012, it is particularly noteworthy 
that the University’s strengths are in areas that give our students 
a high return on their investment in terms of their teaching and 
learning experience and where the employability of our graduates 
is proven."

The Sunday Times University Guide 2012 provides students and 
their parents with an invaluable first reference point on the path to 
finding a university place.  It contains full profiles of all universities 
and the leading colleges of higher education. 

The league table is drawn up from criteria including student 
satisfaction, teaching and research quality, entrance qualifications 
held by new students, degree results achieved, student/staff ratios, 
graduate unemployment levels and university dropout rates.

Top of the class

Most improved in the North West - it's official!
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university news

Students’ Union is 
national winner
Chester Students’ Union (CSU) has been crowned winner in the Community 
Relations category at the National Union of Students (NUS) awards.

The award celebrates excellence in the student movement and the 
contribution which students and students’ unions make to the lives of all 
students and the areas in which they live. 

CSU has developed its relationships with a number of organisations 
including the Council, the Police and residents’ associations and has carried 
out a number of inclusive activities. Projects have included several community 
clean-ups in the Garden Quarter; working with the Council to reduce household 
waste; holding Frock Exchange events where students and local people can 
swap clothing and taking part in the Love Food Hate Waste campaign which 
highlighted the need to use more leftovers.

Other initiatives have seen the University’s People and Planet Society 
working closely with a local farmer to produce vegetable packs to sell to 
students, staff and local people at a reduced rate. CSU’s local community 
initiative called ‘Common Sense Innit’ (CSI) has promoted a safe and secure 
environment in which  to live for students and fellow residents. CSU President 
Dechlan Jarrett has been heavily involved in the One City Plan which is a 
Council initiative to set the direction for Chester and has shown how students 
can be included in this process.  

Dechlan said: “We are incredibly proud to be recognised by the National 
Union of Students for our work over the past year. All thanks goes to the 
volunteers and community groups who helped make each event and campaign 
a success.” 

“This award will only give us more drive to improve the Chester community 
further, as there is still a long way to go. What makes this even more special 
is that this was our first ever nomination from NUS which goes to show that 
the smaller unions can achieve alongside the big ones. We look forward to 
working alongside others in the local community in the forthcoming year.”

Farewell to
Dennis Holman 
At the end of August, after spending 
almost 40 years at the University of 
Chester, alumnus and former Head 
of Computer Science and Information 
Systems (CSIS), Dennis Holman 
retired. 

Starting in 1973 as a postgraduate 
teaching student, at Chester's teacher 
training college as it was then, Dennis 
went on to become a founder member 
of CSIS. As well as managing the 
Department and being Associate Dean 
of Applied Sciences, Dennis taught on 
the MSc programme in Information 
Systems. 

Dennis confessed that he had no 
immediate plans to put his feet up and 
will spend his retirement keeping busy 
with a range of hobbies and interests, 
including horse riding, sitting on the 
parish council and playing croquet. He 
also says that he may even get back into 
amateur radio!  

From left to right: Jack Mason - CSU Vice President (Chester), Laura Pearsons - General 
Manager, Ruth Owen - Deputy General Manager, Dechlan Jarrett - CSU President

Dennis receives his retirement gifts

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, recites some of Dennis's 
appointment references

A crowd of colleagues gathers to 
congratulate Dennis
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new facilities

In September, the exciting new development 
at the University’s Riverside site, the Riverside 
Innovation Centre (RIC), opened its doors for 
business. 

Jointly funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund and the University, the 
Riverside Innovation Centre is a £6million 
project specifically designed to generate 
sustainable, added-value economic impact 
for the local and regional economy, enabling 
the University to position itself as a key centre 
for innovation and business growth, both 
regionally and nationally. 

The Centre has been created to inspire 
and promote business talent and innovation 
through modern facilities, academic expertise 
and tailored support, developing links 

between the University and the rest of the 
region and beyond.  

The RIC features a wide range of services 
to help businesses access support dedicated 
specifically to innovative practice, capitalising 
on new opportunities and maximising resource 
efficiency. These include: start-up support 
and incubation space; modern, flexible 
conferencing and network facilities; business 
development information; and practical, 
industry-specific support.  

Its purpose-designed facilities include:
• 15 incubation units to help encourage new 

small business start-ups across all sectors, 
aimed primarily, but not exclusively, at 
graduates 

• Modern, flexible conferencing suite seating 
up to 180 delegates

• Networking business lounge – fully WIFI 
enabled

• A tele-presence suite
• Meeting rooms for hire.

The Centre will also provide access to 
significant innovation support partners such 
as the West Cheshire & North Wales Chamber 
of Commerce (which has its base at the RIC), 
the wider business community and academic 
expertise. 

Distinguished membership of the RIC’s 
Steering Group includes key business leaders 
from across the North West, working alongside 
the University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler. The forum has been created to help 
advise the RIC on how best to respond to the 
region’s needs for innovation and support in 

the current climate, and how to adapt its 
offering accordingly.

This means the Centre team will be able 
to ensure the Riverside Innovation Centre 
is at the forefront of accessible business 
support and innovation. 

Fran Hulbert, whose previous role was 
as Director of Skills Policy for the NWDA, and 
now, alongside a number of other regional 
and national responsibilities, chairs the 
University’s Business Advisory Council, was 
appointed Chair of the RIC Steering Group. 

She said: “The Riverside Innovation 
Centre has been established as a clear and 
structured means of connecting expertise 

from across the University with 
local, regional, national 

and international business 
needs and opportunities. 
This transfer of knowledge 
and practical support will 

enable organisations and 
individual entrepreneurs to access and 

maximise opportunities for growth and 
sustained success.”    

For more news about Riverside 
Innovation Centre, call 01244 515500, 
email hello@riversideinnovation.co.uk 
or visit www.riversideinnovation.co.uk 
You can also follow the RIC twitter 
www.twitter.com/riversideinnov8 or 
join the Riverside Innovation Centre 
Group on Linked In.

An innovative future for Riverside
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There have been some major changes on 
Main Campus over the summer inside and 
out, with outdoor sports facilities and the 
Seaborne Library both being given a radical 
facelift.

Keeping ahead of the game

The University has spent around £1 
million on its sports provision, in a bid 
to make it one of the most modern and 
advanced training facilities in the region.

The state-of-the-art scheme – which 
includes include two tennis courts and a 
100m sprint track, as well as a floodlit, 3G 
multi-use all weather sports pitch  – aims 
to facilitate the highest standards of Sports 
and Exercise Sciences research, as well 
as provide cutting edge amenities for the 
University’s sporting community.

These new developments will enable 
the University to achieve the highest official 
standards for sports facilities in football, 
rugby league and rugby union. 

The University is also currently 
refurbishing and updating its existing all-
weather pitch to bring it in line with the 
highest standards of official approval in 
hockey.

Testing carried out on the pitch will 
allow the University to achieve the following 
standards: 
• FIFA Star standards 
• IRB/RFU standards (International Rugby 

Board/Rugby Football Union)
• LTA (Lawn Tennis Association)
• FIH National (International Hockey 

Federation).

A fresh chapter for the Library
The final phase of a three-year plan 

has seen around £700k invested in the 
Seaborne Library.

The previous two years of the overall 
plan have revolutionised the facilities within 
the Library, providing increased room 
for group work and social learning; 24/7 
provision for students, which has allowed 
greater access to computers; and bookable 
spaces for students to create podcasts, 
view media and edit video.

This third, and most significant, phase 
has brought a whole new look and user 
experience to the entrance floor and 
reading room.

The reading room has been completely 
redecorated, including a new ceiling, better 

lighting, and a more user-friendly layout 
of shelving. Wi-Fi access has also been 
upgraded throughout the area.

The entrance floor has been 

redecorated, with enhancements being 
made to the ceiling and lighting. The 
helpdesk has been relocated and five small 
study rooms, with audio visual equipment 
have been added to this floor, as well as a 
multi-purpose computer room and open 
access computers.

These developments, along with 
the introduction of Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID - technology that 

uses radio waves to transfer data from 
an electronic tag hidden within an item, 
through a reader so that the book can be 
identified and tracked) which has also 
been introduced during this planning 
period, have helped ensure the University 
continues to offer state-of-the-art learning 
resources to its students and staff.  

new facilities

New look for learning and leisure

New state-of-the-art sports pitch

The new look Seaborne Library

Flood-lit tennis courts
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alumni profile

For 26- year- old Business Studies graduate 
Sajmira Cairns, what started out as an age 
old family recipe has stirred the sweet 
savour of a commercial  coup for herself 
and her husband Andrew.

Originally from Albania, Sajmira who 
graduated in 2009 with a first class honours 
degree was inspired to create ‘Mammy 
Jamia’s’, an unusual range of premium 
preserves, after Andrew received some jars 
as a gift from her mother, Jamia, in her home 
country.

“My mother has been making jam for her 
friends and family for a very long time,” said 
Sajmira. “What struck us were the unusual 
but very tasty flavours that my mother 
created; fig as well as apple and pear. We 
took some to Andrew’s family in Liverpool to 
see what they thought and they also loved 
them.”

This got Sajmira and Andrew thinking 
and after conducting some research at 
local supermarkets, the couple who live in 
Eastham, Wirral, discovered that none of 
the supermarkets they had visited sold the 
flavours of preserve that Andrew had been 
given by Mammy Jamia. 

“We had the recipe, but not the skills to 
make jam. We decided to send the recipes to 
an established producer to have some made, 
which we would then try and sell in a local 
indoor market in Ellesmere Port. We got 
600 jars made and every Saturday morning 
for seven weeks we went along and set up a 
stall. We sold all 600 jars in that time!

“We collected questionnaires, asking 
people what they thought of the flavours, 
the price and whether they would buy the 

product if it was on a shelf in a supermarket. 
The feedback that we got was extremely 
positive.”

The entrepreneurial couple believed in 
their product so much so that they contacted 
as many supermarkets as they could, 
supplying free samples for them to try.

Eventually, to their delight, they were 
invited to Sainsbury’s Head Office in London 
to sell their idea to the Head of Preserve 
Buying. 

“We did a great pitch and the buyer 
really loved ‘Mammy Jamia’s. She told us 
that we had a fantastic product and that all 
we needed to do was create some suitable 
commercial labels. We went away and did 
just that, and after a second pitch and lots 
of hard work, Sainsbury’s agreed to stock 
Mammy Jamia’s in 216 stores nationwide. 

“Sales have been really encouraging so 
far. We hope to get a national listing and then 
who knows what next!”

Locally, Mammy Jamia’s is on sale at 
Sainsbury’s Rice Lane, Bootle, East Prescot 
Road, Knotty Ash, Cheshire Oaks, Warrington, 
Ellesmere Port, and Chester.

Mammy’s jam gives a taste of success
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An extensive range 
   of officialUniversityGifts

To browse our range please visit:
http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk
Contact Jenni Westcott, j.westcott@chester.ac.uk; 01244 511344

Sajmira is thrilled to see her jam on sale
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students' union

Roll out the barrel revisited
During the refurbishment of Bar and Club Twenty10 on the 
Warrington Campus, Bar Manager Dominic McGowan discovered 
a plaque, commemorating a barrel roll which took place in 
1960. 

Back then, an empty barrel was rolled by a group of dedicated 
students, from the gates of the Guinness Brewery, James Street in 
Dublin to ‘Padgate’, to raise money for various local charities. 

Amy Jones, tracked down the original organiser of the event, 
alumnus Lenny Lowe, who told her more about it.

“I went to Padgate in 1959 for the two year teaching course. We 
were the second intake of men but were outnumbered - 270 ladies, 
120 men. Life was very different in those days with nearly all students 
living in the halls of residence on campus. Rules were strict, with 
checking in by midnight overseen by a duty tutor, duty students and 
a night watchman.

“There was a great spirit on campus but no bar (!) so The Farmers’ 
Arms and The Stocks were our main drinking houses. This spirit led to 
the organisation of Rag Week. For my sins, I was elected as Secretary 
with a good committee and we set about planning the week’s events. 
These included amongst many others: RAG MAGAZINE, RAG PARADE 
IN WARRINGTON, RAG BALL AT THE PARR HALL, BARREL PUSH FROM 
DUBLIN TO WARRINGTON.

“All the proceeds were donated to local charities in Warrington, 
decided by the Council, and a good amount into the thousands was 
raised.

“We hatched the Barrel Push plan and contacted Guinness 
Brewery in Dublin. It was done the week before Rag Week to herald 
the start of events. A group went to Dublin to collect the barrel 
and brought it over to Holyhead by ferry. Guinness was great 
and so was the ferry company, which donated free passage.

“From Holyhead we used teams of approximately 20 each 
day to push it on its trolley and collect from the public. We 

covered Bangor, Llandudno, Colwyn 
Bay, Rhyl, Queensferry, 

  

Chester and Warrington. It was a tremendous financial success 
and each town gave us great publicity with the Mayor greeting us 
in each destination. I did the Llandudno to Colwyn Bay stretch and 
also the final leg to Warrington - we had many laughs along the 
route.

“The only tricky moment in the week was when Burtons Tailors 
refused to pay the £5 indemnity which we requested (blackmailed!) 
from shops- they were the only ones. During the night, a raiding party 
painted SALE notices all over the windows with suits half price etc. 
The following morning, the traffic in Warrington town centre was 
at a standstill! I honestly knew nothing of these plans and neither 
did the committee. However, I was summoned to Principal Joyce 
Martin’s office where the police arrested me and took me to Police 
Headquarters in Winmarleigh Street, Warrington. The Inspector 
who interviewed me fortunately saw the funny side and we enjoyed 
coffee and biscuits and a chat about my passion, rugby. Apparently 
Joyce knew it was a sham arrest and my character remained intact!” 

lenny lowe

Together with the  support of Chester Students’ Union President, 
Dechlan Jarrett  and Vice-Presidents, Jack Mason and Sam Wright, 
Dominic decided to recreate the barrel roll to raise money for the 
University’s associated charity Chester TWIN. 

In May this year, a group of keen volunteers from both the Chester 
and Warrington campuses, rolled the empty barrel through the 
streets of Dublin, on the ferry to Liverpool and down the A-roads to 
Warrington where they arrived at the Warrington Campus on Friday, 
May 6.

The event was a huge success, gaining coverage in local 
newspapers as well as on live radio (BBC Radio 
Merseyside) and raised £1,500 for the Chester 

TWIN charity.
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Jack Mason, CSU Vice President (Chester); Dechlan Jarrett, CSU President, holding the original 
plaque from the barrel push in 1960 and Sam Wright, CSU Vice Pesident (Warrington)
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A voice to be
reckoned with!
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For the last 15 years, graduate 
Julie Mitchell has been giving 

a warm (and loud) welcome to 
crowds of tourists and visitors 

to Chester’s famous
cobbled streets

Dressed in a rich red Georgian style riding coat, 
tricorne hat, breeches and buckled shoes, 
Julie, together with her husband David, are 
the world’s first husband and wife town crying 
team, and Chester’s official Town Criers.

It wasn’t a career that Julie had originally 
anticipated for herself when she graduated 
from the then Chester College with a BEd in 
Primary Education, with Art and Psychology, in 
1991. 

Her first brush with town crying was on 
the morning of her historical themed wedding 
day in 1989 when her husband-to-be, (who 
was also a primary school teacher back then), 
surprised her with an early morning wakeup 
call dressed in full regalia. Having found out 
that the actual town crier that he had booked 
to wake up his bride-to-be had double booked 
himself, David was forced to step in to the 
breach- and his breeches- and make his debut 
as a town crier. 

Standing outside in the street beneath 
Julie’s window, with all the neighbours 
watching, David proclaimed ‘Arise fair maiden! 
Cast off thy slumbers and clad thyself in fair 
raiment.’

Three years later the position of Chester’s 
official Town Crier became available and after 
a string of interviews and auditions, David was 
appointed Deputy Town Crier of Chester. Julie 
followed suit and the pair jointly became Town 
Criers of Chester in 1998. 

In the years that have followed, David and 
Julie have been involved in a huge variety of 
events and appearances including greeting 
Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess 
of Cornwall on their first official visit to 
Chester, in their capacity as Earl and Countess 
of Chester. Other events and occasions that 
they are regularly asked to attend include 

launching products, promoting new stores, 
leading parades, opening conferences, acting 
as Master of Ceremonies at a dinner, waking up 
brides and grooms on their wedding day, film 
and television appearances and “criergrams” (a 
good taste alternative to a stripagram!)  During 
the months of May to August, David or Julie 
can also be found standing at the High Cross in 
Chester city centre, the only place in Britain to 
have retained the tradition of regular midday 
proclamations at a fixed place and time, making 
the midday proclamation to the shoppers and 
visitors to its famous ‘Rows’ - lined streets, 

 “It’s a fantastic job,” says Julie who is also 
Town Crier of nearby Knutsford and believed to 
be the world’s only female beadle. “Dressing in 
clothes 200 years out of date and shouting at 
complete strangers has its surreal moments I 
can tell you! The best aspect is the variety of 
work we get to do; you never know who’s going 
to phone up from a television crew wanting 
to film us to Aunty Flo down the road. Many 
people will read a newspaper to find out about 
news and events, and we are the human face of 
that, drawing attention to different messages.”

In the 1999 World Town Crier 
Championships, held on Vancouver Island, 
Canada, Julie was the world’s highest-ranking 
female crier, and sixth highest-ranking overall. 
More recently, in 2008, she was the highest-
ranking British female crier at the Loyal Company 
of Town Criers British Championships. 

The couple’s 11-year-old son Spencer has 
also been attending town crier competitions 
since the age of two. He won his first title 
‘Best Dressed Escort’ at the LCTC British Town 
Crier Championships in Alnwick in 2008 and 
was appointed official Apprentice Town Crier 
of Chester by the Lord and Lady Mayoress of 
Chester. 

Alongside her crying duties, Julie has 
continued to put her degree to good use with 
a very successful career as an art specialist, 
teaching in 75 different schools to date. Working 
with local school children and members of the 
public she has produced, among many other 
projects, murals which current University 
students and recent graduates will recognise 
from being on show on the walls of the 
‘Fountains Roundabout’ subway. 

Her creative talents also apply to textiles, 
and as a professional historical costume maker 
she has designed and created liveries, including 
her own, for award winning town criers all over 
the world, including Japan and Australia. 

As an extremely talented artist, Julie has 
recently worked with her husband to produce 
a quirky, comprehensive book about the 
history of the Town Crier, entitled ‘For Crying 
Out Loud!’

The book which is a brilliant read, ‘traces 
the roles of the town crier and bellman from 
Old Testament times through to present day 
tourism revival’. Julie worked from historical 
sources to create most of the chapter icons as 
well as numerous illustrations in the book. 

For more information about the services 
that David and Julie can provide, and to 
purchase ‘For Crying Out Loud’ visit,
www.chestertowncriers.com

One of the murals that Julie created, on 
show in one of Chester's busy subways
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Bernard Wright (1949)
It is with some sadness that I report the death of 
Bernard Wright. He started at Chester College 
in 1949 after serving as a Lieutenant in 4th 7th 
Gurkha  Rifles in the Indian Army. After completing 
his teacher training at Chester, he had a long and 
distinguished 40-year career, first as a teacher at 
Chichester Grammar and Thorney Island Schools 
and then as Head Teacher in the South East at 
Slinfold, Waltham Cross and Sandown Primary 
Schools. From 1991, Bernard had a long, happy and 
active retirement, continuing to play his favourite 
sport golf into his eighties. He is survived by his 
wife Hilda, daughter Judith and grandchildren 
Sarah, Rhodri, Carmei and Luca.

Nick Durbin (Nephew of Bernard Wright)

Mick Ballance  (1953)  
Mick Ballance, known affectionately to some as 
‘Cuddles’, died on January 7, 2011 from a severe 
heart attack, just a few weeks after his 80th 
birthday.  

Mick was born and grew up in Withernsea, 
which faces the North Sea with its north-easterly 
gales, and probably gave Mick both his love of the 
sea and his legendary resilience. It also gave him 
his distinctive Yorkshire voice and a wickedly dry 
sense of humour. Before coming to Chester Mick 
did his National Service in the RAF as an aircraft 
mechanic, mainly in Egypt, and at Chester trained 
as a Handicraft (wood and metalwork) teacher. 
He also met and married Phil (a primary teacher) 
before moving to Essex. Having experienced his 
first teaching practice with me at a small primary 
school in Chester, Mick opted for the secondary 
craft department, where he spent his teaching 
career.

He soon extended his teaching outside the 
school, joining the Sail Training Association, 
and volunteering regularly for passages on the 
schooners, Sir Winston Churchill and the Malcolm 
Miller. Here he could combine his love of the sea 
with his gift for getting the best out of young 
people. It also gave him an inexhaustible fund of 
stories. He became the only Master Mariner of 
our year and, in all probability, the only one from 
Chester College.  

For many years Mick and his wife worked as 
a double act for adult education in Chelmsford, 
with Mick teaching the Day Skipper shore-based 
course each winter, and Phil the Yachtmaster. 
In the summer months they used their 25-foot 
boat, to offer practical sailing instruction, regularly 
undertaking North Sea crossings to Holland, 
Belgium and France. 

After Phil died some 10 years ago, he decided 

to move to a small terrace house by the waterfront 
at Malden.  This task he left in the capable hands 
of his son, while he went to Australia and New 
Zealand for the winter, the first of many such visits.  
We would always enjoy a telephone chat before 
he left and another on his return, with the odd 
postcard during the trip.  For the rest of the year he 
would devote himself to his boat and the yachting 
world and also to his model railway. 

Mick was a kind and warm hearted man, 
a good friend, a very good sailor, and someone 
always ready to help others and share with them 
the joys of sailing.  He never forgot his time at 
Chester or the friendships made there and we 
would often reminisce, with lots of laughter.  I am 
so glad I knew him.

Alwyn Peel

Tony Sadler (1953)
Tony Sadler was one of a group of 12 from 1953 
who greatly enjoyed the annual alumni reunion 
weekend in September 2011, and a few days 
afterwards emphasised in a telephone conversation 
the pleasure it had given to him and to his wife 
Margaret.  In a short note which followed he said: 
“just another 50 weeks to go to the next one.”   

A day later came the telephone call from 
Margaret with the very sad news that Tony had died 
the previous morning from bronchial pneumonia.  
He was 78.  As can be imagined the news brought 
both shock and sorrow, especially to those friends 
with whom he had spent the previous weekend 
in Chester, when he looked so well and was very 
much his old self. 

At College, Tony pursued the musical skills 
which were to form the foundation of his career.  
The members of Rookery well remember his 
clarinet practice!  He was also active in other 
interests, being a member of the College rowing 
eight, Captain of the chess team and an active 
member of the History Society.  Music however 
was his calling and five years after leaving College 
he spent a year at Dartington Hall on the music 
diploma course, returning there in the early 70s to 
take a further post- graduate course.   

His teaching career included time as the Head 
of Music departments in Somerset, Peterborough 
and Oxford, before leaving the classroom to 
concentrate on orchestral work and private and 
group music tuition, especially in independent 
schools in the Oxford/Abingdon area.   

Musical engagements followed, both in the UK 
and abroad, with Tony as a member of a saxophone 
quartet, an orchestral conductor and the conductor 
of the Abingdon Military Band.  I once referred to 
the latter as the Abingdon Brass Band but he was 
very quick to correct me! Eventually, problems 
with his eyesight led to relinquishing his teaching 
and playing days, but he kept his clarinet close by, 
having carefully crafted it into a table lamp!

He and Margaret enjoyed travel and had only 
recently completed their first cruise which they 
greatly enjoyed.  Norway became a favourite visit, 

so I have enjoyed many accounts of trips there, the 
wonderful scenery and the friends he made and 
the music he played there.  Currently one notable 
Norwegian violinist owes much to Tony’s teaching. 
Cards came from there to add to his regular 
letters, for Tony has been a regular correspondent 
throughout the years as well as a regular attender 
at the annual reunions.  His company was always 
valued and he will be greatly missed.  Many 
have praised his teaching, his patience and his 
professionalism, and typical of the man, he 
prepared his own funeral service some years ago.  
He is survived by his wife, Margaret and their son 
Ian, to whom we express our deepest sympathy.

Alwyn Peel

Keith ‘Andy’ Anderson (1955) 
Alan Beaumont sent me the bad news that his 
friend of many years, Andy, had died at the end of 
June.

After attending Chester College, he went to 
a school in Bolton teaching PE. He then went to 
Cheltenham for further qualifications, followed by 
an MEd at Manchester. I had a letter from him in 
December 2003 informing me of his retirement 
from teaching as an FE lecturer.

Following his retirement, he took a job as a 
park keeper (following his father) which he enjoyed 
immensely.

He had been in hospital for a back operation, 
but later he developed pneumonia, from which he 
never recovered.

Alan and he had been friends from the start 
of high school. They joined the RAF on the same 
day, but were soon separated. They started College 
together, and later played football for Manchester 
teachers. Andy was Alan’s best man.

eric laws

Norman Gittins (1955)
Norman Gittins died January 7, 2011. His first 
teaching post was at South Kirby, near Pontefract, 
teaching science. He initially wanted to teach maths 
and so took evening classes which enabled him to 
acquire a Diploma of the Mathematical Association 
in 1963. He taught maths at Tewkesbury Girls’ School, 
then became Head of Department at Elmbury 
Girls’ School, Tewkesbury until 1972. He took early 
retirement in 1986.

He played rugby for Tewkesbury from 1957 to 
1973. He married Margaret in 1959 and together 
they had three sons. Norman and Margaret were 
regular attendees at the annual reunions, but only 
stayed for the Saturdays. Eventually, he found the 
long drive to be a drag and they missed last year’s 
meeting. Norman was a life member of the Alumni 
Association and enjoyed meeting up with old friends 
at Chester.

He was a very popular and most likeable man 
and we will miss him and Margaret at the reunions. 
We send our most sincere condolences to his family.

eric laws

The University was 
saddened to receive the 
following obituaries 
this year:
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Ernest (Bill) Ryecroft (1957)
Born in Wilmslow in 1926, Bill attended Manchester 
Grammar School before his first job as a clerk at 
Manchester Town Hall. During World War Two, he 
worked for North Western Gas Board and served 
in the Home Guard. Later, National Service saw 
him in the Navy, attaining the rank of Petty Officer. 
He returned to the Gas Board, later transferring 
to an auto engineering company in the accounts 
department.

We met Bill when he decided on a radical 
change of career and came to Chester in 1955.    
He was a stalwart of the rugby team and quite a 
character. Continuing his rugby with Manchester, 
Bill later became a prominent referee, President of 
the local Referees’ Society. 

Bill’s teaching posts were in Manchester, first 
at St Mary’s. Later, he became Head of Department 
at Parrs Wood High, retiring in 1979.

He lived out his retirement in Sparrowpit, 
near Buxton and wrote a couple of books. In 2003 
Bill had a serious accident, falling downstairs. 
Unfortunately this left him stone deaf. Later he 
developed throat cancer and this finally took him 
on August 25, 2010.

Ken Morgan    

Eric Stamp (1958)
Those who were in College from 1956 until 1958 
will be deeply saddened by the death in August 
2010 of Eric Stamp after a protracted illness. As a 
student, he always complained that he could not 
get on with his work as his room, conveniently just 
inside the doors of bottom floor Fisher House, was 
always full of friends. At nights he could get little 
sleep because he was constantly being awoken by 
those wanting to come through his window when 
they returned long after the doors were locked.

As was said at his funeral, Eric was a Lincolnshire 
man through and through, even spending his 
National Service there in the RAF.  The only time he 
left the county was to train as a teacher in Chester, 
where he met his wife, Olga, who was at Wrexham 
College. At heart, he was really a farmer and 
visitors to his home were always taken on a tour 
to see his sheep, pigs and cattle, and to discuss the 
latest trends in agriculture. 

After teaching at Market Rasen Modern School, 
Eric transferred to primary education, teaching 
at Market Rasen Junior School before becoming 
Deputy Head of Friskney CE Primary School. He 
then worked in special education, establishing 
a course in rural studies at St Lawrence’s Special 
School in Horncastle. Here, his expertise in country 
life and agriculture was greatly valued. It is a 
tribute to Eric that the Animal Husbandry course 
he created for pupils with special needs still carries 
on. Eric also contributed greatly to the quality of his 
pupils’ lives here by working tirelessly to organise 
appropriate work experience and helping them to 
find employment.

In addition to teaching and his farming 
enterprises, Eric was Chairman of the parish 

council in Bucknall where he lived and an active 
member of the Methodist Church. One of his ex-
students catered with magnificent home cooking 
for the many friends and neighbours who attended 
his funeral. This, and the full church, indicates the 
deep affection in which Eric was held by all.

Eric is survived by Olga, two sons, a daughter 
and a number of grandchildren.

Peter Noden

Staff Obituaries
Dr David Ford
David Charles Ford, who was appointed to the 
Department of Social Studies and Counselling 
in 2002, passed away on January 21, 2011. 
As Programme Leader, he oversaw a switch 
of programme from Applied Social Science to 
Sociology (about which he was passionate) in 
the Department.  Students will remember him as 
highly engaging, funny and challenging.

Unexpectedly for such a strong, physical man, 
he took to the floor with grace as a ballroom 
dancer, sometimes practising his steps before 
Graduation ceremonies. He was totally dedicated 
to Vicki his wife, and among others to his family of 
tortoises. He is held in deep affection by everyone 
in the Department. 

Kath roberts

Keith Hilton
The Geography Department was saddened to 
record the passing away of Keith Hilton, who died 
peacefully at home on January 10, 2011, aged 68. A 
passionate geographer and educator, he gained  a 
degree in Geography from Bristol University before 
studying and working at McGill University in Canada 
for an MA. It was while in Canada in the 1960s 
that he developed a career-long passion for the 
landscape and indigenous peoples of the Canadian 
north and Scandinavia. Keith returned to the UK 
early following the death of his father, and took up 
a teaching post in Geography at Hereford College, 
where he went on to become Head of Department. 
He then moved to the Institute of Education at the 
University of London as a geography specialist, 
and while there authored a number of best-selling 
Geography text books including Process and 
Pattern in Physical Geography.

Keith was appointed Head of Geography 
at Chester College of Higher Education in 1987. 
He oversaw many significant developments in 
Geography during his period as Head, including the 
introduction of the first (Macintosh) computers, 
and its first steps into Remote Sensing and then 
GIS. He pressed for, and led the development 
of, the Single Hons Geography programme and 
created an environment that fostered the very first 
homegrown PhD completions of University College 
Chester. He oversaw growth of the Department 
from 1988, when it shared half the ground floor 
of Thomas Building with Computer Science, to the 

move to bespoke teaching, laboratory and office 
spaces in the Beswick Building.

Keith retired from his full-time role in 2005, 
but continued to work in the Department until 
2009 teaching, a module on his beloved Canada. 
He is survived by his wife Alison whom he met at 
Hereford, and their three sons - one of whom now 
lectures in Geography at Durham University.

Dr Martin Degg

Dr Linda Ludwin
Dr Linda Ludwin passed away on Monday 
September 12, 2011.

Linda had been an integral member of staff 
as Senior Lecturer and Programme Leader in the 
Department of Performing Arts for several years 
and was instrumental in developing and running 
the MA Creative and Cultural Management 
course.

As some may know, after retirement she 
experienced deteriorating health, but always 
bore this with fortitude and a remarkable air of 
resilience.

Our thoughts are with Linda's daughter and 
family at this time.

Wendy miller

Prof. Tom Mason
It is with regret that the University learnt of the 
death of Professor Tom Mason, who passed away 
peacefully and with his family present on Saturday, 
June 18. Tom had been ill for some months, but 
continued to work and only a week before his 
death, participated in a pre-viva event with a 
doctoral student and other supervisors.

Tom had been a Professor and Head of 
Department of Mental Health and Learning 
Disability within the Faculty of Health and Social 
Care for several years and was instrumental in 
developing the Faculty research strategy in 2006 
and the subsequent increase in research output.

Our thoughts are with Tom's wife, Professor 
Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, and his family at this 
time.

Prof. Mike Thomas

obituaries

Year notes for next issue
As usual, the Alumni  team would be very 
happy to receive year notes from year 
secretaries to feature in the next edition of 
The Cestrian in the spring. We would like to 
take this opportunity to remind you that all 
submissions should be received by the Alumni 
Office no later than Friday February 17, 2012. 
Where possible, year notes should be kept 
to between 300-350 words and the Editor 
maintains the right to edit them in order to fit 
the publication. 

Please email alumni@chester.ac.uk or 
post to the Alumni Department, Corporate 
Communications, University of Chester, Parkgate 
Road, Chester. CH1 4BJ.
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annual reunion and events

1961-1964
Trainees
Recognising that 2011 represented 
the 50th anniversary of the start of 
their three year training period, Jim 
Mitchell and Arthur Jordan joined 
forces to try and contact as many of 
the group as possible to invite them 
to attend the reunion weekend at the 
University.

Forty-two old boys sat down to 
a private dinner on the Friday night, 
including Terry Ord, who had made a 
special trip from Australia, and Tony 
Bridge and Gerry Mountstevens from 
France.

Mike Wiser, Bill Howard and Stuart 
Longley joined the party on Saturday 
and Tony Hawker-Bond also dropped 
in for the day. Nigel Meredith was 
unable to accompany Tony due to a 
very recent knee operation, and sadly 
Chris Cheetham and Chico Hill had to 
withdraw their weekend bookings due 
to sudden illness.

Prior to the weekend, individual 
summaries of the intervening 50 
years had been collected from 49 of 
those contacted. Current photographs 
were also collected from those willing 
enough to disclose them, and together 
with the ‘potted histories’ these were 
circulated to all whose whereabouts 
were known. Despite the availability of 
these distributed photographs, it was 
still sometimes a guessing game when 
people arrived. 

Nevertheless, the photos and the 
histories contributed to a stimulating 
weekend which, judging by the thanks 
expressed to Jim and Arthur, proved 
to be very successful. So much so, that 
a repeat reunion in 2014, to mark the 
50th anniversary of the completion of 
the course, seemed to be universally 
accepted and perhaps the 15 old boys 
who registered their inability to attend 
this year will be able to join us while the 
search for those who were not able to 
be contacted will go on. 

Members of the group known to 
have passed away in the intervening 
years: Roy Chesworth; Brian Glencross; 
Keith Livesley; Keith Richardson; Ivan 
Rudkin and David Ward were given 
a special mention before our private 
dinner on Friday night.

Arthur Jordan

Some dates for
your diary 
A Competent Manager - What Does That Look Like? 
Catherine O’Reilly, Researcher, Lecturer, Writer, Independent Colleges Dublin, Ireland 
Venue: Westminster CWE218, University of Chester Main Campus
1pm, December 7, 2011 

University choir christmas concert 
Venue: To be confirmed. 7.30pm December 10, 2011 
Contact: Chaplaincy Office, chaplaincy@chester.ac.uk 01244 513083 

 
Professorial Inaugural Lecture –
Could Accountants Save the Planet?
Improving Corporate Reporting for a Sustainable Future 
Professor Chris Pyke
Venue: Beswick Lecture Theatre. 7pm, January 25, 2012 
Contact: Jenni Westcott, j.westcott@chester.ac.uk, 01244 511344

Annual Cathedral lecture –
Are There Any Bishops in the Bible? 
Professor Loveday Alexander
Venue: Chester Cathedral. 2pm, January 28, 2012

Romeo and Juliet by William shakespeare 
Venue: Molloy Hall March 8-10, 2012 
Contact: Jen Mawson, j.mawson@chester.ac.uk 01244 513152

Professorial Inaugural Lecture –
Contemporary Art and Education: A Critical Alliance
Professor Jeff Adams 
Venue: Beswick Lecture Theatre. 7pm, April 25, 2012 
Contact: Jenni Westcott, j.westcott@chester.ac.uk, 01244 511344
Tea and coffee served from 6.30 pm

Please note that all these events are subject to change. Visit www.chester.ac.uk/
public-lectures for a comprehensive list and updates on the Public Events Programme 
or contact: Jenni Westcott, 01244 511344, j.westcott@chester.ac.uk.

If you have any pictures of your days at Chester or 
Warrington, old or new, which you would like to share 
with fellow alumni, we would love to see them! Please 
send them via e-mail to Alumni@chester.ac.uk or by post 
to Corporate Communications, University of Chester, 
Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ. We will scan them and 
return them to you as soon as we can!

14          The Cestrian 2011
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annual reunion

The Annual Alumni
Reunion 2011

Hilary Fellows, Geoff McKenzie, Stan France, Geraint Lang, Derek Walsh, Pat Ransome,
(and front) Elsie Newton, Curtis McFarlane

Eric Laws and Les Blease (1955)

Tony Sadler, Eric Foster, Brian Platt, 
Betty Platt, Margaret Sadler

Stan France and Derek Walsh with a very 
old student

 Fred Whyatt

Eric Foster, Jeffrey Steele, Norman 
Green, Alan Nicholls and Alwyn Peel

Jeff Steele, Eric Henderson, Alan 
Nicholls, Norman Green (1953)

Tony Hindley, Cynthia, and Jeff Steele 
(1953)

The 2011 Annual Reunion was a great success, with the biggest ever turn out. A total of 
179 former students and their guests established a record attendance.

It was a particularly special occasion for the 1961 to 1964 students, who were present 
in force to celebrate 50 years since their arrival at Chester College. I must say a special 
thanks to the efforts of Arthur Jordan and Jim (alias Keith) Mitchell for helping to ‘round 
up’ many as possible from that year group, including old students from as far away as New 
Zealand and Australia.

All in all it was a most successful occasion; we all look forward to another fruitful get 
together next year. 

Best wishes to all,
Stan France
Registrar
University of Chester Alumni Association
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Kerry does 
business with
a certain style

careers

Jay Petherbridge, 21, from Halifax, who 
studied TV Production with Film Studies 
at the University’s Warrington Campus, 
was offered a Production Management 
Assistant role on the BBC One Daytime 
programme Rip Off Britain, after winning a 
three week placement at the BBC, during a 
BBC North Developing Talent workshop.

At the end of the session, students were 
asked to submit their CVs accompanied 
by a 90 second video detailing how they 
thought they were the next BBC production 
management talent. 

Jay said “My video saw me in my own 
virtual world, talking about my experiences, 
all the productions that I had been fortunate 
enough to work on both at University and 
as part of voluntary work, and the skills I 
believed I could bring to the company. During 
the video, clips of my work and photos spun 
around to give a visual example and showcase 
my work.”

Jay’s submission was picked out as being 

the best and resulted in her spending the 
Easter break working in the News and Current 
Affairs department with the production team 
for BBC One’s The One Show, where she 
had the opportunity to observe production 
practices and assist on film shoots.

She added: “About two weeks after 
the placement I received an e-mail from 
the Production Executive on The One Show 
asking if I would be interested in a Production 
Management Assistant role. Of course I 
replied with an ecstatic 'yes'!

“I was over the moon as it felt like 
everything I had studied for and all the 
holidays I missed out on while I was doing 
unpaid work experience, had finally paid off.”

Jay worked on the recent series of Rip 
Off Britain, a programme aimed at helping 
consumers to make informed decisions about 
their finances. Presented by Gloria Hunniford, 
Angela Rippon and Julia Somerville, the new 
series will air on BBC One at the end of the 
year. 

Kerry Judson, a Fine Art graduate from Marsden in South Shields, has 
been tipped as the latest fashion designer to watch, after winning 
the ‘If We Can, You Can’ challenge 2011, a national competition 
searching for the face of entrepreneurship.

The 24-year-old, beat off fierce competition from hundreds of 
hopeful entries and secured first place in the Shields Gazette category.   

Kerry was inspired to create her own clothing brand called ‘Style 
It Rich’ through her own passion for fashion and art. The brand, which 
aims to provide all four of the most followed fashion trends today 
–indie, rock, vintage and street style clothing -  has received a great deal 
of interest and positive feedback from high street retailers and clothing 
agents.

Kerry said: “It has been such a rollercoaster ride setting up the 
business that I am thrilled to have been crowned the North East’s face 
of entrepreneurship. It’s great to see that the hard work is paying off.”

Kerry was awarded £5,000 towards helping her to market the 
business, as well as granted access to the Entrepreneurs’ Forum, 
where she could seek advice and guidance from other successful 
entrepreneurs. 

All of the young fashionista’s designs are currently in production and 
she is looking forward to launching the brand in time for Christmas.

Jay makes an impression at the BBC

Kerry Judson, crowned the face of entrepreneurship

A bright future in broadcasting beckons 
for Jay
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careers

The University of Chester has been named as the highest ranking 
university in the North West for former students securing a graduate 
level job after completing their programme of study.

The latest Unistats figures reveal that the University of Chester 
has an impressive 81% success rate of graduates in graduate level 
employment. This is an increase on the 78% achieved last year which 
saw the University achieve a shared top rank place in the region. The 
figures also show that 21 courses at the University have the leading 
employability figures in the region for their subject specialism. These 
include courses as diverse as Biological Sciences, Fine Art, Marketing, 
Social Work, Languages and Law.

This further demonstrates the University’s commitment to helping 
students achieve their career goals as figures released by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency (HESA) showed that students from the 
University of Chester were bucking the national unemployment trend, 
with the number of those finding jobs within six months of graduating 
continuing to increase.

A series of new initiatives by the institution’s Careers and 
Employability Department has resulted in a clear evidence of increased 
student employability and benefits to the University’s employer 
partners. Recent enhancements to the services include:
• UniJob – an on-campus student employment initiative which 

advertises paid positions within the University exclusively to its  
students

• The ‘Enhance your Employability’ programme of more than 30 
employability workshops

• A series of ‘Recession-Buster’ workshops designed to give Chester 
students the edge in the graduate job market

• The online ‘Job Shop’ advertising more than 800 vacancies this year
• The unique ‘Graduate Head Start’ programme which equips graduates 

living in the region with skills to find appropriate employment
• Customised, expert one-to-one support – face-to-face and online 

from experienced careers consultants.
Paul Gaunt, Director of the Careers and Employability Department 

at the University, said: “We are extremely pleased with our high 
ranking placing with Unistats. It shows that the University provides 
high-quality courses and also supports students in achieving a full 
university experience – from taking part in volunteering work through 
to participating in work-based learning. Our initiatives are paying off 
in helping us to allow our students to develop their full potential and 
make themselves very employable in a competitive job market.”

For more information about any of the employability-enhancing 
activities at the University call 01244 513066, email careers@chester.
ac.uk or visit www.chester.ac.uk/careers

Are you currently working? Would you be 
willing to help a student decide on their 
career path?

If the answers to the above questions 
are YES, please read on!

Work shadowing is an opportunity for 
Chester students to observe professionals 
in a career of their choice. The visits last for 
no more than a day and allow the student to 
see the type of work that professionals do 
on a day-to-day basis and to ask questions 
about entering the profession. 

The University’s Careers and 
Employability team would be delighted if 

any alumni would be able to invite a student 
on such a beneficial learning experience. 
Our students are interested in shadowing 
people in a vast range of careers and visits 
are always arranged on a day convenient 
for you.

As an alum of the University, you would 
be the best hosts for our students, as they 
would really see how they can go from 
where they are today to where you are 
now. The Careers and Employability team 
have organised over 200 visits over the 
last two years and know they make a big 
difference to our students. 

If you would like to become a host 
please contact a member of the Careers 
and Employability team via
unijob@chester.ac.uk or 01244 513066

Chester graduates are North 
West’s most employable

Could you help a student with their career?

Some of the Careers and Employability team
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Legions back Roman 
Fort project to win 
coveted award
An Archaeology graduate’s idea to bring 
history to life has caught the nation’s 
imagination, winning him a £50,000 prize in 
a prestigious business competition. 

During the summer, people voted 
in their thousands for their favourite 
businesses in the Barclay’s Take One Small 
Step competition, helping Dean Paton’s 
‘The Roman Fort Project’ to win the top cash 
prize and help make this project a reality.

Dean, who was drafted in as a Project 
Director by Chester-based Roman Tours, 
said: “The money will go a long way towards 
the project’s aims of reconstructing a Roman 
fort to use as an education centre to teach 
history and archaeology to school children 
across the country.”

“Roman Tours provides educational 

tours and visits to more than 30,000 school 
children every year, but the long-term 
ambition has always been to bring the past 
to the present by reconstructing a Roman 
marching fort in the region, to be used as an 
education centre for children and the local 
community.

“This fort will benefit the education of 
literally thousands of children across the 
UK, as well as providing a centre to be used 
by local community groups, charities and 
schools in the North West.”

As well as the cash prize the project 
will receive free support and advice from 
Barclays, to make the business dream a 
reality. 

Dean, who graduated at the beginning 
of November, added: “I’ve had a fantastic 
experience at the University. The History 
and Archaeology Department has been so 
supportive of my studies and my business 
and I’ve had the opportunity to work with 
some really brilliant lecturers. I really can’t 
thank them enough for their support.”

An Archaeology graduate is changing the 
way in which people view old artefacts 
by taking them out of the four walls of a 
museum and putting them online. 

Connor Emerson, 23, from Northern 
Ireland turned his interest in archaeology and 
artefacts into a full time cyber business, where 
anyone around the world can view a range of 
exhibits at any time of the day or night and 
even add to the collection by simply logging 
on to his website.

Among the unusual and interesting 
exhibits are a wax seal dating back to the 15th 
- century and a modern collection of British 
coins, which reveal a hidden shield when 
placed in the correct formation. 

Connor, from Downpatrick, County 
Down, said: “I have always been interested in 
community involvement in archaeology and 
heritage, museum practices, and the use of 
computers in heritage practice.

“I remember having a discussion in one of 
my seminars about whether or not a museum 
needed to be housed within a physical 
building. I wanted to see for myself whether 
or not this worked!”

Connor’s ‘The Online Museum’ website 
has been up and running since the middle 
of September and has received a great deal 
of positive feedback from visitors to the 
website, many of whom have added their 
own photographs to the galleries.

Exhibits range from archaeology and 
ceramics, to maps and relics and Connor 

has plans to develop the website further in 
the future. He added: “I’m in the process of 
developing a news section so that people can 
find out about forthcoming heritage events 
both inside and outside the Museum. 

“I’m also working on making the website 
a lot more accessible to organisations and 
community group members. Anyone can get 
involved with the website and set up their 
own gallery page, all they have to do is create 
an account. It’s free to join and add items to 
the galleries; everything has been made as 
easy as possible for the user.”

Connor aims to involve people with a 
specialist knowledge in heritage or culture to 
contribute to guest blogs on the site. Users will 
also be encouraged to write their own reviews 
on different exhibitions they have visited.

To find out more about ‘The Online 
Museum’, visit www.online-museum.co.uk

Storing history in cyber space

15th - century wax seal 

Connor Emerson, Founder of the Online 
Museum

Modern day coins reveal a shield

Dean Paton at Chester’s Roman 
Amphitheatre
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Two friends, who both studied for their Masters qualifications at 
the University of Chester, have turned a research project into their 
full time business, helping to identify people with osteoporosis 
and a high risk of bone fractures.

Tracey Hunt and Isobel Pugh had been friends for a few years 
after meeting at a local gym, where Tracey was a member and Isobel 
was an aerobics instructor. After completing her undergraduate 
degree in Sports Science, Tracey decided to stay on to study for an 
MSc in Exercise and Nutrition Science. With years of teaching fitness 
experience under her belt, Isobel applied to do the same MSc and 
was also accepted on to the course.  

Five years later and business is booming for the pair, who have set 
up their own company called bonematters, an idea which originated 
from Tracey’s research project during her MSc. 

Her research involved testing the bone density of post-menopausal 
women and after appealing for volunteers at a local health club, 
Tracey found that she was overrun with volunteers wanting the free 
tests. She asked Isobel to help with the testing and the pair soon 
realised that bone density testing was a service that many women 
really wanted. 

With the knowledge gained from their MSc studies, they also 
realised that whilst they were unable to give individuals medical 
advice, they were able to give women exercise and nutrition advice 
that would help them to maintain their bone density and reduce their 
risk of fracture.

bonematters was established in June 2006 as a bone density 
testing and advisory service. The testing method involves a heel 
ultrasound scan which gives an indication of the risk of fracture of 
the arms and legs. In particular, the tests are able to identify the risk 
of hip and wrist fracture, two of the most common fracture sites 
in individuals with low bone density. Hip fractures are the most 
devastating type of fracture and the biggest burden to society in 
terms of cost, morbidity and mortality. Individuals are also provided 
with a booklet which has advice about preventing low bone density 
and reducing the risk of fracture. 

Tracey said: “As time went by, we realised how necessary this 

service is. Low bone density doesn’t have any symptoms, unless the 
individual fractures a bone. The only other way to know your bone 
density is to have a test. 

“We have received ‘Thank You’ cards from people who were 
unable to get a bone density test on the NHS, but after their 
appointment with us were able to go back to their GP with more 
evidence that they needed further investigation. We have found that 
individuals often receive treatment for low bone density much more 
quickly if they have the results of a heel ultrasound with them.”

Isobel added: “Although we are exercise enthusiasts, we are aware 
that most people don’t have the same relationship with exercise that 
we do. For a lot of people, exercise is seen as painful, embarrassing 
or time consuming. We are able to talk people through their bone 
density results and explain to them how exercise can help reduce the 
risk of fracture; research has shown that this method increases the 
chance that people will act upon the advice given.”

bonematters has worked with over 20 universities throughout 
the UK, as well as health clubs, local authorities and large companies 
such as Unilever, MBNA and Barclays Bank.

If you would like to find out more about the services that 
bonematters can provide visit: www.bonematters.co.ukIsobel helps a client test their bone density

Tracey talks through the results
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The University of Chester’s Women’s Rugby 
Union (WRU) has scored a triumph in a major 
European rugby championship and is now 
one of the best student teams across the 
continent.

The squad was chosen to represent the 
UK at the fifth European Universities Rugby 7s 
Championship in Lille, France, and fought off 
fierce competition to be named the sixth best 
student team in Europe.

The side, which is run and funded by 
Chester Students’ Union, was selected to take 
part following impressive performances in the 
British Universities and Colleges Sports (BUCS) 
league as well as in North West Universities 
league competitions. 

Recently voted as Chester Students’ 
Union’s Club of the Year, it was one of just 
four women’s teams from other universities 
representing the UK. 

The tournament, which is held annually, 
was organised by the European University 
Sports Association (EUSA) and saw both men’s 
and women’s rugby teams from all over Europe 
compete for the championship title.

 

Joe goes the extra mile for healthcare charity

sporting spotlight  

Tackling a gruelling four marathons in just four days to raise money for 
a charity which helps people with Multiple Sclerosis was the task one 
graduate set himself in September.

Joseph Riley, 23, from Southampton, studied English with Creative 
Writing before embarking on a career in Daejeon, South Korea, where 
he has been working as an English teacher since February 2010.

Over the four days of Chuseok, a traditional Korean harvest 
festival, Joe completed the ‘4IN4 mission’ to raise two million won, 
the equivalent of £2,000, for the Korean Multiple Sclerosis Society 
(KMSS).

He ran a 26 mile stretch in Seoul on September 10, before 
embarking on the same distance in Busan the next day. He then moved 
on to Daegu before completing the mission in his current home town 
of Daejeon on September 13.

Joe was inspired to take on the epic challenge after hearing about 
a friend’s fund-raising campaign group called ‘Making Miles’. The 
organisation arranges athletic events which raise money and awareness 
for non-profit groups, specifically those that are researching a cure for 
Multiple Sclerosis and treatment of neurological diseases. 

Joe said: “MS does not get the attention it deserves over here. It 
often goes undiagnosed until it is too late. I have recently met with MS 
patients and listening to their stories is very inspirational, and quite 
emotional.”

Joe has been involved with the KMSS and has helped organise 
running events to raise funds for the charity in the past. In total he has 

run six marathons this year, to help raise money for the cause.
He added: “My personal crusade to raise two million won for this 

challenge was done mainly because I think to get anywhere in life it 
is sometimes really important to throw yourself into something that 
you’re not sure if you can do. That and I’m utterly bonkers!”

Further information about Joe’s ‘4IN4 mission’ can be found on his 
blog www.joerunskorea.wordpress.com and on his 4IN4 Facebook fan 
page. Donations can be made via the website, www.makingmiles.com 
or by contacting Joe directly via e-mail 4in4marathon@gmail.com

Chester’s European 
champions victory in 
Women’s Rugby Union
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Caption: Marathon-man Joe completes yet another 26 mile run

CSU’s Women’s Rugby Union team, who represented Chester in Lille
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