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Introduction by

Canon 
Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal 
of the University of Chester, 
Chair of the University of 
Chester Alumni Association

I am delighted to provide this introduction for the 
autumn edition of The Cestrian – a publication 
that provides a vehicle for communication 
between the Institution and its alumni, who are 
regarded warmly in its community and dear in its 
history.  I am pleased to report to you on the 
continuing successes of the University, the stories, 
accomplishments and hopes of our current 
students and alumni alike. 

When we as a country look back on 2012 it will 
be memorable for two momentous events.  The 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, celebrating 60 years 
since the accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the 
Throne, sparked regional, national and interna-
tional celebration.  This included a personal presen-
tation to Her Majesty by the 2010-2012 Chester 
Students’ Union President Dechlan Jarrett, of a 
Loyal Address and Humble Petition, which pledged 
the continuing loyalty of the University, presented 
on behalf of its students, staff and governing body. 

The summer of celebration continued with 
London hosting the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, which inspired and enthused its 
organisers, spectators and participants on an 
international scale, not to mention the excep-
tional sporting performance of its hosts, Team GB.  
The University of Chester enjoyed and encouraged 
myriad links with Team GB and the Games at 
large, from the very foundations of its organisa-
tion, to its delivery and success, and finally its 
creation of a legacy for future events and activity.

Chester students were involved from the off, 
competing in the London Prepares testing 
programme which trialled the brand-new Olympic 
Stadium facilities and organisation procedures, as 
well as helping to stage and celebrate the Chester 
leg of the Olympic Torch Relay – Hannah Jones, a 
current student who has raised hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for medical charities, was a 
Torchbearer through the City’s streets.

The smooth running and delivery of the 
Games also had strong Chester representation, as 
our students ensured that vital aspects of the 
Games ran to plan and schedule, in a host of 
disciplines.  This involved assisting behind the 
scenes in Events Services, Olympic Family 
Assistance, track and field maintenance, 
performance analysis, road cycling and even 
lifeguarding at the Aquatics Centre.

Very much in the thick of the competitive 
action, a University of Chester alumnus was 
masterminding success in one of Team GB’s most 
celebrated disciplines.  Dr Dave Brailsford CBE, 
Performance Director of British Cycling, watched as 
Team GB set records and won copious medals in 
cycling, both in the Velodrome and on the road. 
Nicola Wilson, a former student at Warrington, 
took a silver medal for GB in the equestrian events.

A current student, James Roberts, has now 
competed at two consecutive Paralympic Games 
in different disciplines, firstly in Rowing at the 
Beijing Games in 2008, and at London 2012 in 
Sitting Volleyball.  Rio 2016 beckons for James, but 
in which event to compete he remains undecided!

These tales of individual achievement, effort 
and devotion have contributed collectively 
towards a wonderful summer for this country.  I 
am particularly proud of the input and outcomes 
that our students and alumni have helped realise 
through their endeavours, which set an ambitious 
yet attainable standard for the years ahead in a 
variety of areas, be it continuing our positive 
trajectory in the national League Tables, or 
contributing towards repeat or even further 
success for Team GB in Rio 2016.

May I wish all of our alumni a peaceful 
Christmas, and warm wishes for the New Year – I 
hope to see you at a reunion event in the very 
near future.

Tim Wheeler
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When Alina Chau was a child, 
the thought of becoming an 

arti st and animator at one 
of California’s biggest digital 

producti on studios wasn’t even in 
her wildest dreams.

Today, though, this role is reality, as she works as a 3D Arti st 
for world-renowned Lucasfi lm Animati on.

Alina said: “When I was a kid I wanted to be a rocket scienti st 
then, as a teenager, my interest changed towards architecture. 
I liked art, but was not interested in being an arti st for practi cal 
reasons, as I thought I wouldn't know how to fi nd a job aft er 
college.

“When I reached university age, though, there was a new 
emerging subject called Digital Graphic Communicati on (known 
more widely as ‘graphic design’) I didn't know exactly what it 
was, since it was a brand new programme at the ti me. I only 
knew it had something to do with computers and art and I loved 
both of those things. It was an intriguing idea and felt like it had 
promising career potenti al.”

This led Alina to study Digital Graphic Communicati on at 
Hong Kong Bapti st University. Wanti ng to understand the arti sti c 
component of her degree bett er – parti cularly the theoreti cal and 
historic elements – Alina enrolled in some extra classes at local 
University of Hong Kong Extension, which off ered a programme 
called the Certi fi cate of Art Educati on.

This course ran as an overseas exchange programme, which 
happened to be hosted by the then Chester College. Students 
were able to come over from Hong Kong, att racted by earning 
their qualifi cati on at this historic educati onal insti tuti on.

As a result, Alina found herself living on Chester’s Main 
Campus and it was here that she really began to understand and 
uncover her arti sti c gift s.

She explained: “The classes taught me how to interpret and 
see art from many diverse perspecti ves. Also, the opportunity 
of traveling to Europe to study and see many masterpieces in 
person, experiencing the artwork in its social, historical and 
cultural context, was one of the most enlightening and liberati ng 
experiences in my enti re educati on.

“But the most valuable lesson I learned was at Chester – how 
to set one’s creati vity free from the classical and traditi onal form, 
let go of rules, preconcepti on and stereotype, and learn how to 
seek one’s unique and individual expression from within. This 
lesson has benefi tt ed the rest of my creati ve career. I learned 
how to appreciate that the simplest joy and common beauty 
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in everyday life could be an endless fountain of 
inspiration to an artist.”

However, it wasn’t just in Chester’s teaching 
spaces that Alina was able to develop her 
artistic talent - the city itself was also a source of 
discovery.

She said: “Every morning I would take a stroll 
on campus towards the river. I sketched and took 
pictures of anything that inspired me, from the 
beautiful scenery to simple items such as flowers, 
grass, boats ... even old brick walls.

“Walking in Chester felt very much like 
walking through time. It's inspiring walking 
through a city with history dated back to the 
Roman Empire and, as I walked along the street, I 
saw architecture built in a different historical time 
period - the Walls, the Roman road, the churches 
with old tombstones. I couldn't help pondering 
the stories behind each individual tombstone – 
the lives of each individual who had imprinted 
their steps to shape our modern civilisation. 
It made me realise the magnificent power of 
humanity as a whole, and how one generation 
influences the next. It was a very humbling 
human experience.”

After such a strong immersion into artistry, 
Alina returned to Hong Kong, where she now had 
a new vision for where she wanted her career to 
go.

She said: “I had become very interested in 
animation and, inspired by the films of the time 
– like Jurassic Park – I told my parents I wanted to 
learn how to bring dinosaurs to life!

“After some persuasion, 
they reluctantly allowed me 

to apply to two American  

 
 
colleges and I was accepted into the University of 
California, Los Angeles. Thus began my journey to 
California.”

After earning a Master’s in Fine Arts, Alina 
secured an internship at a small production 
house through a recommendation from a 
professor. This led to a series of different roles as 
an animator and illustrator – all while teaching 
herself 3D character animation on a friend’s 
borrowed computer – which eventually led 
to a professional portfolio that earned her an 
internship at Electronic Arts Los Angeles. From 
there, she transitioned into her first full-time job 
as an animator and has since progressed into her 
current role with LucasFilm Animation, which has 
recently been purchased by Disney, known most 
famously for producing the Star Wars: Clone Wars 
series. 

She also continues to work on a number of 
independent projects, showcasing a vast range 
of stunning artwork. Alina said: “I am releasing 
my first children’s picture book this year and 
am hoping to do more independent artwork 
and develop commercial products based on my 
artwork.”

To see more examples of Alina’s work, you can 
visit her personal websites:
http://www.alinachau.com/
http://alinanimation.blogspot.com/

You can also see a preview of her 
book at: www.immedium.com/products/
treehouseheroes.html

feature
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A burning ambition
The University was proud to see Hannah Jones, a first year 
General Primary Creative Communication student, being 
selected as part of the ceremonial Olympic Torch relay, as 
she helped the flame on its journey from Athens to London.

She carried the torch through Hawarden, 
Flintshire, and received the torch-bearer nomination 
after battling a cancerous brain tumour since August 
2008, when she was 15.

She has raised over £170,000, between the 
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust and Alder Hey’s 
Imagine Appeal Oncology Fund and set up The Brain 
Tumour Charity at the Brain Tumour Trust, as well as 
raising thousands by selling ‘Hannah Banana’ hoodies.

Since her involvement in Olympic history, Hannah 
has also received the Diana Champion Fundraiser 
Award – set up in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales 

– in recognition of the amount of money she has 
raised for charity. Contributions can be made at  
www.justgiving.com/hannahlouisejonesfund

Hannah said: “I was petrified before I got off the 
shuttle bus because of the big crowds but once I did 
my leg of the run, thought it was so lovely that so 
many people turned up to support me.

“It was also good for brain tumour awareness 
and I carried it on behalf of those who are fighting, 
fought or sadly died of a brain tumour. It was such an 
amazing day and I will remember it forever.”

(Cover photo supplied by The Chester Chronicle)Hannah Jones.

Esteemed Professor 
remembers Chester roots
After a highly decorated academic career, 
Professor Alan Emery recently received his 
latest accolade by accepting the Excellence in 
Education Award from the American Society 
of Human Genetics (ASHG).

The prize is the culmination of an 
incredible career, spanning close to seven 
decades, which has seen him greatly impact 
the field of medicine and be honoured by 
the most prestigious institutions around the 
world. 

However, Professor Emery, 84, who now 
resides in Devon, will always remember 
where it began. He said: “To have received the 
Excellence in Education Award at the end of a 
long career means a great deal to me and also 
reflects the inspiration in teaching I received 
at Chester College nearly 70 years ago. It gave 
me the opportunity to experience a life and 
career that I may not otherwise have known.”

Having trained to be a teacher at 
Chester from 1945 to1947, Professor Emery 
entered military service until 1949, where 
he developed an interest in biology and 
medicine. Once finished, he chose to pursue 
medicine at the University of Manchester, 
earning BScs in Botany and Zoology (Double 
First Class Hons) and Medicine (First Class 

Hons). This was followed by a PhD at the 
renowned Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, USA.

From there began an extensive career 
in medicinal research and study, with 
Visiting Professorships at universities 
across the globe. It also included over 400 
papers being published, largely based on 
clinical, biochemical and genetic research in 
neuromuscular disorders. In fact, the protein, 
Emerin, has been named after him, after he 
was the first to delineate the disease Emery-
Dreifuss muscular dystrophy.

Furthermore, his book on medical 
genetics – Emery’s Elements of Medical 
Genetics – was first published in 1968, and has 
now reached its 13th edition, being awarded 
the British Medical Association’s Best Student 
Text Prize last year, and having been translated 
into seven languages.

However, the place where it all started has 
always been close to Professor Emery’s heart.

He explained: “Even at my teacher 
training stage in Chester, I chose Science as a 
special subject and was greatly inspired by the 
excellent lectures given by one of my tutors. 
Much of his influence, as well as my overall 
interest in education has remained with me 

 
 
throughout my subsequent career.”

He added: “I still retain my College tie, 
and the College Coat of Arms is above my 
desk where it has been for many years!”

Professor Alan Emery.

flashback
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university news

Ringing the changes with 
new University Chaplain
A former research chemist with a huge love 
of music, the arts and the great outdoors 
the Rev Dr Peter Jenner has settled well into 
his post as the University’s Dean of Chapel, 
which he has carries out alongside his part 
time role as Canon Residentiary at Chester 
Cathedral.

Rev Dr Jenner joined the University 
in January, having spent the past 15 years 
serving in the parish of Mellor on the very 
edge of Greater Manchester, where his 
church and vicarage enjoyed a privileged 
position on top of the first hill of the Peak 
District. 

Prior to his ordination Rev Dr Jenner, 
who holds a PhD in Chemistry, was a 
research chemist and also taught secondary 
school science. He studied Theology at St 
John’s College Nottingham and in 1985 was 
ordained in the Diocese of Carlisle.

As the former Chaplain at the University 
of Reading, he is well versed in the role 
and its demands. He is enjoying working 

alongside colleagues at the University and 
is also keen to use his dual roles to make as 
many connections as possible between the 
institution and the Cathedral.

He said: “Since joining, I have enjoyed 
finding my way around Chester and meeting 
people from different parts of the University. 
With having a role also in the Cathedral, I 
have had twice as many names to learn as I 
get to know who is who in both places!” 

In his free time, Rev Dr Jenner, himself 
a musician who used to play the oboe, 
enjoys many types and styles of music, 
though if absolutely forced to choose 
his favourite, he would pick the works of 
Austrian composer Gustav Mahler. He is also 
a sports fan, particularly of cricket and rugby 
union, and enjoys the visual arts, especially 
photography.

A keen hiker, he particularly loves the 
Lake District, but he has also been enjoying 
lacing up his walking boots to take in the 
Welsh countryside and the Cheshire plain.

 Revd Dr Peter Jenner.

University's record highs in national league tables
The University climbed up 12 places in this 
year’s Complete University Guide, placing 
it fourth in the North West region, with a 
number of subjects leading the way nationally 
in terms of student satisfaction. 
Chester now ranks in 68th position overall 
nationally – a substantial rise from 80th position 
last year – in the 2012-13 independent guide to 
116 higher education institutions.

Weeks later the institution leapt 28 places in 
the 2013 Guardian University Guide, to become 
the third most improved institution in the country. 
The University moved up to a ranking of 52nd from 
80th, with student satisfaction results driving the 
overall ratings. 

A third success came with the publication 
of the 2012 People and Planet Green League. 
A huge team effort to make the University’s 
campuses ‘greener’ places to paid off as the 
institution climbed 33 places to be placed 64th in 
this eco table. 

Results in the National Student Survey (NSS) 
published in September show that an impressive 
86% of students are satisfied with their overall 
University experience, above the national average. 
This is the highest score the University has 
achieved since the Survey was launched in 2005.

In addition, the University was named the 
best in the North West for teaching in The Sunday 
Times University Guide 2013. Data published at 
the end of September showed that students have 
independently rated the standard of teaching 
at Chester with an impressive score of 81.3%, 
placing the institution first in the region and 12th 
nationally in this field.

To round up a year of league table success, 
students at the University have nominated 
the institution for the Most Improved Student 
Experience award in the Times Higher Education 
(THE) 2012 Awards, recognising it as one of the 
most improved places to experience student life. 
The winner is about to be announced at a gala 

ceremony in November at the Grosvenor House 
Hotel, Park Lane, London as part of the annual THE 
Awards.

Professor Tim Wheeler said: “We are delighted 
with our placing in The Sunday Times University 
Guide, the Complete University Guide and the 
Guardian University Guide, which highlight how 
far we have come in just a few short years. These 
achievements recognise the tremendous efforts of 
all staff, their professionalism and the commitment 
and quality of our students.

“We are also thrilled with our position in the 
2012 People and Planet Green League tables which 
is thanks to the hard work and dedication of staff, 
who have developed a number of initiatives to 
improve environmental awareness and a ‘greener’ 
way of life on our campuses. 

“While we cannot be complacent and will 
always strive to improve our position, colleagues 
can be justifiably proud of these results and I 
am hopeful that we will continue this upward 



Price Tower receives modern makeover
The tallest landmark on the skyline 
above the University’s Main Campus, the 
Price Tower, has undergone extensive 
refurbishment.

Alongside the photographs, which display the physical outcome of 
the work, Jared Allen, Head of Facilities, describes what was needed to 
bring this historic part of the institution into the 21st-century.

He said: “The Tower was identified for refurbishment for a 
combination of factors. Externally, the Brutalist 1960s concrete cladding 
had begun to weather in parts and aesthetically was contradictory to 
the University’s aspirations of continuing quality and improvement. 

“The Tower’s prominence as a key physical marker for the 
University in the city needed to reflect the University’s forward thinking 
approach.

“The building needed to become more energy efficient, which 
involved some improvement to the south and west facades, to enable 
lighting and temperature to be controlled more accurately.

“Internally, lifts have been replaced and teaching facilities have 
been moved to the lower floors while academic offices were moved to 
the upper floors.

“The inside entrance and communal areas have been redecorated, 
and the building was given a complete mechanical and electrical 
overhaul.

“The completed project resulted in improvements to the building’s 
circulation spaces, its appearance both internally and externally, and 
perhaps most significantly, to its thermal performance and sustainable 
efficiencies in running costs.”
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Dean of Students enters the ministry
The Rev Dr Lesley Cooke has spent years nurturing and 
developing students to reach their full potential – but now 
her own personal journey has taken a different direction.

After three years of preparation and study, she was 
ordained at St Asaph Cathedral and is now part-time Curate 
in the Hawarden Benefice, alongside her University duties as 
Dean of Students.

The Rev Dr Lesley Cooke on the day of her ordination, with the 
Bishop of St Asaph, the Rt Rev Dr Gregory K Cameron.

The old Tower building.

The new Tower building with its modern appearance.



alumni news

Survey winner 
announced
Earlier this year, the University sent out 
a questi onnaire to as many alumni as it 
had current contact details for, as a way of 
generati ng feedback to help improve the 
services and benefi ts on off er to former 
students.

All returned surveys were entered into a 
prize draw, with entries being placed in a hat to 
win an iPad. Winner Rachael Alfonso, a former 

nursing student from Wirral, was randomly 
selected by Alumni Registrar Stan France.

The 24-year-old was presented with her 
prize by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, and said: “I couldn’t believe it when I 
found out I won. I never win anything! I really 
enjoyed my ti me at Chester and now I’m glad 
to be able to come back and get this great 
prize.”

All questi onnaire results are now being 
processed and we hope to use them to expand 
the network and create even more off ers and 
opportuniti es for members.

If you are a fi nal year student and would 
like more informati on on becoming part of the 
Chester alumni community once you graduate, 
please visit www.chesteralumni.com, where 
you can also fi nd links to our Facebook and 
Twitt er pages, or email us at 
alumni@chester.ac.uk

Rachael receives her iPad from the Vice- 
Chancellor, with the University’s Alumni and 
Development Manager, Fiona Roberts (left ).
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Stan France selects the winner, watched by 
Chris Leonard and Fiona Roberts.

Golden opportunity
This year signifi ed a half-century since a 
group of students fi rst arrived on the Chester 
Campus. To mark the occasion, several of 
them arranged a return visit for their own, 
special reunion.  

Alumnus Colin Rodgers shares the 
experience with us.

“For a dozen or so years a group of us 
has met annually at some pub or other on 
a very informal basis, just to keep in touch 
and exchange a few reminiscences. However, 
since 2012 marked 50 years since we started 
at Chester, we thought something extra was 
needed for this golden jubilee. So it was that 
on March 11 we enjoyed a very nostalgic visit 
to the College, or as it now is, University.

“So who was involved? Here are the 
names, in no parti cular order:  Bob Morten; 
John Broady; Doug Fitch; Neil Wales; Mike 
Perkins; Albert Harrison; Jeff  Gray; Geoff  
Lomax; John Bush; Malcolm Thomas; Harry 
Williams; Peter Sloan; Ken Tasker; Russell 
Jones; Margaret Lacey; Tony Lawton and 
myself, together with half a dozen brave wives.

“A few of us had stayed the previous night 
at the Pied Bull, but were sti ll clear-headed 
enough to join the main party next morning 
for coff ee at what was once the Principal’s 
house, now known as ‘Senate House’. We then 
headed for the Chapel for a short service led 
by the Rev John Carhart, and thereby hangs a 
tale. Many will remember John as a Geography 
Lecturer during our ti me, and he in turn 
remembered those in the group who were 
his students. His remarks were beauti fully 

appropriate and he seemed to enjoy the 
occasion as much as the rest of us. Mike 
Perkins read the lesson, the well known piece 
from Corinthians 12 and 13, and I enjoyed 
playing the organ again with my usual quota of 
bum notes! We sang Lord of All Hopefulness, 
and Who Would True Valour See.

“It was then back to Senate House for 
a splendid lunch, followed by a conducted 
tour of the much changed Campus with its 
unbelievable total of 10,000 students! We 
rounded off  proceedings with aft ernoon tea in 
the conservatory.

“All agreed that the day had been both 
worthwhile and enjoyable, and we plan to do 
much the same next year at about the same 
ti me, the exact date yet to be decided. Other 
members of our year will be most welcome.

“We are greatly indebted to Fiona Roberts 
the Alumni and Development Manager who 
made all the arrangements for us. Without her 
the day just would not have happened. Very 
many thanks Fiona.

“Margaret Lacey, our year rep to The 
Cestrian, has not been in the best of health 
lately, and has asked me to take over from her, 
which I am happy to do e-mail 
rodgers403@bti nternet.com. I look forward 
hearing from year members.”

If you prefer traditi onal mail we can 
forward on any messages. Please write to: 
Alumni and Development Offi  ce, University of 
Chester, Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.

John Bush, Ken Tasker.

Colin Rodgers, Malcolm Thomas, Douglas Fitch, Harold Williams.

Marlene Bush, John Bush, Douglas Fitch.



Sam’s strength supports star singer
Commercial Music 
Production graduate, 
Sam Cox, currently enjoys 
an exciting career as 
Management Assistant 
for Katherine Jenkins, the 
twice-running Classical 
Brit Award winning Mezzo 
Soprano.

However, there was a time when her 
journey to this point nearly ended before it 
even began.

Sam, 30, from Wimbledon, wanted to 
find a media course that also related to her 
love of music and, after finding programmes 
that could deliver both in Warrington and 
Westminster, she chose to move away from 
London, hoping to fully immerse herself in the 
university experience.

Initially, though, it seemed the more 
daring choice might not have worked.

Sam said: “At first I found the whole thing 
overwhelming. I spent the first few months 
doubting myself, wondering if I was smart 
enough or confident enough to make it on my 
own. I studied for a BTEC at college, which was 
designed more for the workplace rather than 
university, so I felt a little behind the people 
who had obtained A-Levels.

“There was a point where I really 
considered quitting. Thankfully, though, I 
decided to stick it out and ended up having 
the best three years of my life! I joined the 
hockey team, was a Development Officer on 
the Students’ Union Executive Committee 
and managed to balance work and play, so 
along with a great social life I obtained a 2:1 
degree.”

With a new found confidence, Sam was 
able to transfer her achievement 

into the professional music 
industry but, again, found it 

took perseverance to get where she wanted.
She said: “I worked in several positions 

before ending up in Artist Relations at Warner 
Music. While I found it quite a challenge 
to originally get into the business, through 
hard work and not giving up I was actually 
recommended for the Management Assistant 
position for Katherine Jenkins when it came up.

“The job has its highs and its lows like any 
job but the good definitely outweighs the bad. 
I love music and I love the industry and I can't 
imagine doing anything else. Working for an 
international artist, I also have the benefit of 
travelling the world.”

Overall, Sam feels she learned a valuable 
lesson from the difficulty she once faced.

She said: “I believe it's important to keep 
on moving forward, to challenge yourself, to 
keep learning and naturally progress. That's 
something that I continue to work on in my 
career.”

alumni careers

Warrington graduates 
have success in ’site
Two former University 
of Chester students 
have put their studies 
into practice and 
created a website that 
is giving some of the 
more established digital 
competition a run for its 
money.

Andy Parker, 30 from 
Nuneaton, in Warwickshire 
and Julian Wassing, 30, 
from Watford, graduated 
from the Warrington 
Campus in 2003 in 
Multimedia Journalism 
and Web Design 
respectively.

Their site, Electric Banana – which takes 
its name from a fictional rock club in the film This 
Is Spinal Tap – primarily covers the UK’s indie music 
scene, providing news, reviews, interviews and 
other genre-related content. Since its rebranding 
in early 2012, it is already competing with some 
of the top names in the industry, attracting over 
1,000 visitors per day.

After an initial trial run, Andrew and Julian 
have now revived the site and already seen an 
impressive return for their hard work.

Andy said: “I have built it up slowly but it 
is now beating major music websites in search 
engines. We are ahead of sites such as Pitchfork, 
Q Magazine, The Fly, Mojo, Kerrang, and are also 
directly competing with the NME and Rolling 
Stone.”

They have also enlisted the help of London-
based graphic designer Malgorzata Maryniak, who 
has helped the site draw in visitors through its 
striking visual layout, but it is a forward-thinking 
approach that helps to keep them there.

Part of the appeal is that Electric Banana 
embraces the interactivity of digital media, 
allowing users to contribute with their own 
reviews and artistic material as well as make 
donations. It also keeps a connection to its 
University-based roots, exclusively encouraging 
assistance from students.

Andy explained: “We’re actually a not-for-
profit website run via contributions from university 
students across the UK, so students may want to 
get involved. For example, we are particularly on 
the lookout for music news and live reviews and 
are also hoping to collaborate with the National 
Union of Students, to create a massive national 
website run entirely by students.”

To visit the site, or to offer your own support, 
please go to: www.electric-banana.co.uk

Andy Parker.

Julian Wassing.

Sam Cox.

Sam visits Washington DC with Katherine 
Jenkins.
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Double radio recognition for Warrington alumni
The 2012 Sony Radio Academy Awards featured its usual high-profile array of guests, as 
the industry’s most prestigious national recognition.

Among those honoured this year were two 
former Warrington students, who returned 
from the ceremony with their own Sony 
Award.

Despite originally coming from different 
areas of the country, studying in different 
years and on different courses, Richard 
Maddock and David Reeves found some 
common ground through their experiences at 
the Warrington Campus, their love for radio 
and their achievement of the industry’s most 
sought-after prize.

Richard, from Frodsham, originally took a 
year out following his A-Levels to learn about 
the radio industry and soon gained even more 
experience than he’d hoped for.

He said: “I started out on Warrington 
Hospital Radio Station, and then various local 
community stations such as Wire FM. I also 
managed to secure a few smaller jobs with 
Radio City in Liverpool.

“The latter turned out to be a baptism by 
fire, as on my first day it was announced that 
John Major had become Prime Minister, so 
it turned out to be quite a demanding news 
day!”

Having built a strong base of technical 
experience, Richard was keen to learn more 
about the business side of radio and enrolled 
at the Warrington Campus – then Warrington 
Collegiate Institute – to study Media and 
Business.

He said: “I found the course was really 
helpful in learning the process of scheduling 
and business operation. [Senior Lecturer] 
Dave Grimshaw had set up the Warrington 
Radio project, where final year students would 

run a fully-functioning radio station for a 
month. This helped me build a great deal of 
confidence.”

As a result, he wasted no time heading 
straight back into the industry once he had 
completed his studies.

“Literally the day after my last exam, I was 
straight back to Radio City and I even had to 
miss my graduation ceremony as I was too 
busy working!”

Richard has since worked his way up 
to become the Managing Director of the 
Liverpool station, which he oversees, along 
with two other stations and is responsible for 
“essentially everything that comes out of the 
speakers.”

This year, Radio City won the award for 
UK Station of the Year, the fourth time it has 
received the award in the last nine years. In 
the past decade, the station has won a total of 
seven golds.

Originally from Hertfordshire, David came 
to Warrington after searching for courses in 
Radio Production, as the programme on offer 
stood out.

He explained: “I always loved playing 
with sound and loved the outlet for creativity 
offered by radio. I studied Performing Arts at 
college but I was more interested in radio. 

“I loved the course, as it offered a good 
balance between technical and content-
making skills and developing a business sense. 
I was also very lucky to have the chance to 
work with equipment through the night, as 
the porters would give me a key. 

“I learned how to market myself and, 
while it sounds a cliché, how to get a ‘foot in 
the door.’”

This became particularly useful during a 
second year BBC work experience placement. 
He maintained his contacts and was later able 
to find freelance work after university.

This eventually led to a role with The 
Late License on the BBC in Hull, where he 
was charged with putting together different 
sections, including one idea which involved 
“getting old women to review new music.”

This concept eventually became The Beryl 
and Betty with David Reeves Show, a weekly 
production in which two pensioners, aged 
86 and 90 respectively, share their views on 
modern life and music, with guidance from 
David.

He explained: “When the BBC first opened 
its new Hull studios in 2006, Beryl and Betty 
came in as part of a tour and straight away I 
could sense they had fantastic personalities.

“They took a leap of faith, agreed to 
become part of the show and the rest is 
history.”

Originally, a bit part, Beryl and Betty 
grew into a hugely popular show, recognised 
by winning the 2012 Sony Award for Best 
Entertainment Programme.

Both alumni singled out Dave Grimshaw 
at Warrington, each mentioning the can-do 
ethos he fostered in the Department, which 
has produced a number of radio personalities 
across the country, including Dave Vitty, 
formerly of Radio 1’s The Chris Moyles Show.

Radio Humberside Rewind with David 
Reeves broadcasts on Saturdays, at 6pm, on 
BBC Radio Humberside.

Radio City broadcasts around Merseyside 
on 96.7FM as well as online, at RadioCity.co.uk

feature
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      Radio City’s Richard Maddock.

David Reeves with his co-hosts, Beryl and Betty.
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Alan Bownas
Alan Bownas spent a childhood in Yorkshire 
and later in Norfolk, taking an English degree 
at Queen’s College Cambridge followed 
by National Service. Then he taught at the 
impressive Culford School in Bury St Edmunds, 
before a move to the English Department at 
what was then simply ‘Chester College’.

Here, Alan spent the rest of his working life, 
almost all of it as Head of English. He retired in 
1990 and stayed in Chester for another 18 years 
until his move to the hills of Llangollen.

During a period of illness 18 months ago Alan 
said: “Well if it’s time to go I have had 80 zestful 
years”. There can’t be a more fitting adjective to 
apply to Alan’s full-hearted enjoyment of life. And 
that zestfulness rubbed off on those he came into 
contact with.

As a head of department Alan was organised, 
courteous, only very rarely angry, and always 
efficient. The efficiency came partly from his 
famous ‘to do list’. Pre-dating BlackBerries and 
iPads, it was a folded piece of paper, constantly in 
Alan’s top pocket. Requests for action would be 
added promptly – and acted on.

Alan was involved in the administrative life of 
the College during the years when it went through 
radical change. He saw the arrival of female 
students and mature students, the development 
of the BEd degree, the admission of the first 
BA students, and a huge growth in numbers. 
After a quarter of a century running the English 
Department he left it a different department, but 
a strong and highly respected one.

One thing remained constant throughout these 
changes - his concern that students should be well 
taught. 

When I first saw Alan in Wrexham Hospital 
earlier in the year, it was clear that the great world 
of English poetry was still in his head. "How are 
you?" I said: “Living and partly living” he replied, 
quoting Eliot. A little while later I enquired about 
the progress of his physiotherapy. With a wry 
smile he responded: “That which we are we ar”’. 
The words are from the end of Tennyson’s Ulysses.

He was a great speaker and listener, entertainer 
and raconteur and needed little excuse to 
perform, to break into a song, sometimes even 
accompanied by an impromptu dance. He loved 
the theatre, whether it was the grandest of operas 
in Verona or producing for Upton Dramatic Society 
or for College Gilbert and Sullivan.

Alan had the closest of links with the PE 
Department and was a regular sailing instructor at 
summer camps. He was happiest outdoors, on the 

Menai Straights, in the Lake District, in the Alps.
Given what he had done all his life it seemed 

almost natural that on retirement he undertook 
a Ulyssean challenge to sail across the Atlantic 
with former students Dave and Vicky Twist. Not 
surprisingly, that utterly amazing achievement 
of Alan the adventurer was a gift in later years to 
Alan the raconteur.

Alan’s generosity was legendary and so many 
of us are able to recall some gift offered or service 
rendered. Students and friends were often fed 
and watered at his home in Brook Lane … not that 
I recall much water.

His love of friends was supported by a 
determination to keep in touch with them. 
Colin Jones found five box-files in Alan’s room 
containing contact details for friends as far back 
as National Service, Queen’s College, and Culford 
School.  

Rob Langley tells me that during his years of 
travel he had sent Alan some 60 postcards. Every 
single one had been carefully kept.

I finish with the details of a card from someone 
who had been a fellow patient at Wrexham 
Hospital. The card thanked Alan for ‘keeping 
my spirits up with your unfailingly cheerful 
conversations’. 

No surprise there.
Alan - On behalf of all your friends, former 

colleagues and students, I thank you for your life, 
your example and your friendship.

Bill Hughes

Ernie Evans
It is with sadness that I am letting you know 
that my Dad, Ernie Evans, who worked at the 
then Chester College for 33 years from 1953-86, 
died in the Countess of Chester Hospital on April 
8, 2012.

He often spoke with fondness of his time at 
‘The College.’

John Evans – son
Ernest Evans came to work here in 1953 and 

retired in 1986.  He was the College’s first qualified 
engineer and was the Head of Maintenance 
when he retired.  He saw the Institution through 
a period of great change and expansion from an 
all-male College of 150 FTE (Full-Time Equivalent) 
students, to mixed of 1,050 FTE when he left in 
1986.

He also with the help of Miss Jill Edmonds from 
the then Drama Department wrote a booklet 
about his time here, called “Those Were The 
Days”.

He had a great love of music and was assisted 
with the music at his local church.

David Stevens, Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Dr Philip John Willoughby-Higson
Dr Willoughby-Higson died in July 2012, aged 79 
years. He was a lecturer in Renaissance History 
at the then Chester College for almost 20 years.

A keen poet, he founded what was to become 
the Chester Poets in 1973. The group continues, 
now one of the oldest poetry groups in the North-
West.

Whilst he wrote his own poems and published 
Poems on the Dee in 1997, he also translated in 
poetic form with ER Ashe Baudelaire’s Flowers of 
Evil and all other poems. In 1992, Dr Higson was 
elected President of the Baudelaire Society and 
went on the publish an award-winning volume of 
poetry, Sonnets to My Goddess In This Life and The 
Next. Published in 1996, this earned him the David 
St John Thomas Award the same year.

Obituary supplied anonymously

Dr Patricia Roberts
Dr Patricia Roberts passed away peacefully on 
28th October 2012 after a valiant battle with 
cancer.  

Trish, as she was known to one and all, in 
addition to her academic qualifications was a 
chartered surveyor and town planner.  In the 
eight years Trish was Deputy Principal of what 
was then Chester College, she was able to put 
to good use this professional knowledge and 
experience making a major contribution to the 
strategic planning, property management and 
development.

Trish came to Chester in 1992 from Southbank 
University where she was a member of the 
Senior Management Team and had been Dean 
of the Faculty of the Built Environment which 
was a major faculty of some 2,500 students.  Her 
experience there and her wider understanding 
gained as an external examiner, an academic 
auditor, a member of various housing trusts and 
school governing bodies, meant that she could 
be critical of Chester’s way of doing things and 
impatient with the pace of change.  However, 
she was consistently loyal to her colleagues and 
always supported the agreed policies of the 
Institution.  

Trish was Deputy Principal at the time when 
that role involved being the Institution’s academic 
leader with responsibility for quality assurance.  
It was in this period that the Institution gained 
taught degree accreditation from the University 
of Liverpool, obtained excellent outcomes from 
the HEQC Quality Audit, and for various other 
teaching quality assessments.  Trish also led the 
Institution’s response to the Dearing Report. 

As Deputy Principal Trish developed the 
staff training policy and successfully navigated 
the policies through the discussions with the 
Trade Unions and the various structures of the 
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The University was saddened 
to receive the following 
obituaries this year:
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Institution.  In particular Trish instigated the 
postgraduate programme in Higher Education 
which was among the first designed for both 
academic and support staff.  She was a stickler for 
facts and quality and Chaired the academic review 
committee, however, she actively empowered 
others to take over tasks and to be independent, 
and to this end instigated the academic 
management team.  She also had the vision which 
was ahead of its time for a new type of student 
services provision.  Her overriding belief was to 
maximise the potential of staff and students. 

In 2000 Trish left Chester to take up the 
appointment of Principal of Whitelands College, 
one of the four constituent Colleges of the 
University of Roehampton, from where she 
retired in 2005.

In addition to a very busy professional life 
with the publications of numerous papers, Trish 
found time to indulge her love of gardening, to 
visit France where she was able to procure some 
rather good wine and return to the United States 
where she had studied in the sixties and where 
she could pursue her love of walking.  Retirement 
meant she could enjoy long visits to her daughter 
Emily and grandsons in New Zealand and spend 
more time with her son Mathew and his children.  
Trish ensured that she and Gerry were always 
warm and generous hosts whether in their own 
home or when they visited Chester.

Trish was a committed Christian with a strong 
sense of right and wrong and who demonstrated 
a strong personal commitment to the Christian 
values in the life of the Institution.      

David Stevens, Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Linda Meredith (1953-2012)
Fellow colleagues will be saddened to learn 
of the death of Dr Linda Meredith, formerly 
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Health and 
Social Care.  Linda joined the then Chester 
College in January 2000 and retired in March of 
this year. As well as being a member of staff, she 
was also a PhD student at the University. She 
passed away at the end of October, her family 
with her, after a short illness.

Professor Tim Wheeler – Vice-Chancellor

Dr John Doran
Dr John Doran died in November, aged just 46. 
He was Deputy Head of History & Archaeology 
and Senior Lecturer in Medieval History. A 
graduate of Royal Holloway, University of 
London, he had worked full-time at Chester 
since 2007 and this followed a number of years 
of service as a visiting lecturer. 

He was a specialist on Rome and the Papacy 
of the eleventh and twelfth centuries and has 
a raft of publications to his name, including the 
critically received edited collection Pope Celestine 
III (1191–1198). Diplomat and Pastor (Farnham: 

Ashgate, 2008). He was also one of the editors of 
Studies in Church History. 

Colleagues in his Department have paid tribute 
to his tireless work for the students at all levels 
from first year through to the graduate students 
he was supervising and the fact that he was a fine 
man and an exceptional scholar and teacher – 
truly loved by all who worked with him.

Professor Tim Wheeler – Vice-Chancellor

Student obituaries
Cyril H Riley (1951)  
1928-2009. Notification received in February, 
2012

Cyril and I attended Crewe Grammar School, 
where music brought us together.

In 1949, we met at College where we studied 
the same course subjects, including music. As 
well as the piano, Cyril was proficient in other 
instruments including the saxophone.

Cyril seized every opportunity to travel home 
to his fiancée Ruth, whom he married shortly 
after finishing at College. His family grew with the 
addition of a daughter and two sons and, later, six 
grandchildren. Cyril took great pleasure in being 
with them and passing on many of his skills to 
them with music, art and DIY.

He became the Headmaster at Lindow 
Common School near Wilmslow for a few years 
before moving as Headmaster to the larger 
Winnington Park Primary School, where he stayed 
for 23 years before taking early retirement in 
1981, aged 53.

His love for teaching extended to music. He 
trained with the Yamaha Organ School and 
his philosophy was to teach people to play for 
enjoyment. He and Ruth set up their own organ 
shop in Crewe, which they ran successfully for a 
number of years. Later they purchased a hardware 
business where Cyril’s expertise in DIY was useful.

Latterly, his energies returned to painting 
and he joined the local art club. His work was 
exhibited at the annual exhibition which attracted 
a good audience and a mention in the local press.

Cyril asked that at his funeral we should not 
wear black but celebrate his life and then go and 
enjoy the rest of ours. That was his wish and that 
is the way we shall remember him.

Ivor R Nicholls

Harold Williams (1937)
I regret to advise you that Harold Williams 

passed away at the age of 94 years. He had been 
living with me because of his restricted mobility.

His widow, Margery, is currently with me on a 
long-term care basis, as her severe dementia now 
renders independent living impossible. Harold, by 
contrast, retained his mental faculties undimmed 
until the very end.

Peter Lakin – nephew

Albert Little (1938)
Albert Little was born on November 25, 1915 
and died on  May 2, 2012, aged 96.

He was born in Salford, near Salford Docks and 
first attended Stowell Memorial School, where 
the Head thought boys aged nine to 10 were too 
young to learn English grammar, so did not teach 
it. Albert went on to Tootal Road School whose 
Head was Mr Kellett, a stern disciplinarian but 
an excellent teacher. On March 1, 1929, Albert 
transferred to Salford Secondary School for Boys 
where the Head was Josiah Goodacre Altham. To 
his delight, he discovered that Albert, named after 
his Mother's favourite brother, was the nephew of 
the Albert Lewis who had been in the first class he 
had ever taught.

By 1935, Albert had twice applied to Chester 
to become a teacher and had twice been refused, 
despite having been a student teacher since 1933 
at both West Liverpool Street and Seedley Council 
Schools.

On September 1, 1935, he was stopped in 
the street by his local Vicar, who asked what he 
was doing there and why he was not pursuing 
his ambition to become a teacher. When he 
explained that he had been turned down, the 
Vicar asked to see him the following morning with 
the College prospectus.

A week later, Albert was a student of Chester 
Diocesan Teacher Training College, where the 
Principal was the Rev Canon H Stanley Astbury.

Albert began his teaching career at St 
Andrew's C of E School in Salford, where he 
was made Deputy Head, then moved to the 
Church of the Ascension in Duke Street.  In 
September 1939, when war was declared, the 
School was evacuated to Knott End where he 
met Marjorie, also a teacher, whom he married 
in December 1940 and they subsequently had 
three children.

In 1946, the family moved from Salford to 
Ramsbottom, when he was appointed Head 
of St Mark's Primary School in Bury. From 
Ramsbottom, the family moved to Summerseat, 
Greater Manchester, where they lived until 
2012. It was in 1956 that Albert took up the post 
of Headmaster at Desmesne County Primary 
School in Middleton, where he remained until his 
retirement in 1980.

Albert entered politics in 1968, as an 
Independent Councillor for Ramsbottom and was 
Chairman of the Council from 1970 - 1971. In 
1973, when local authorities merged, he became 
Leader of the Council from 1973 - 1986, and was 
Mayor from 1983 - 1984.

During the course of the years, he felt he was 
fortunate to have been honoured by both the 
Church and the State. In 2008, he was presented, 
by the Queen with Maundy Money and in 1984, 
again by the Queen, with the OBE.

Albert became sidesman for the various 
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churches to which his schools were linked 
and was President or Chairman of many local 
institutions.

Of all the things on which he looked back 
with the greatest pleasure, was his status as an 
Honorary Freeman of the Metropolitan Borough 
of Bury, conferred on June 30, 2009, by the town 
which he served to the best of his ability over so 
many years.

Gill Little – Daughter

Norman Machin (1948)
Those who were in College from 1946 to 1948 
will be very sad to hear of the death of one of 
their most popular colleagues, Norman Machin, 
who died suddenly in May 2011.

Norman and I were ‘neighbours’ in Bottom 
John for our first year, and in Arcadia for our 
second. He came from Stoke on Trent, and we 
were surprised to find I had relatives in the road 
where he lived. The friendship forged in College 
was to last a lifetime.

Norman was a kind, softly spoken, gentle 
man, and a gentleman in every good sense of the 
word. His friendly nature and his droll, sometimes 
wicked, sense of humour endeared him to all and 
certainly enlivened our Annual Reunions. They 
will never be the same without him and he will be 
remembered with great affection.

He was an excellent teacher and Headteacher 
in the Staffordshire schools which he served; 
much loved and respected by all who were 
fortunate to be taught by him or who worked 
with him.

In his retirement he lived in Eglwysbach, near 
Conwy in North Wales and was a prominent 
figure in the retired teachers’ association and also 
in the local art society, both as an organiser of the 
annual exhibition and as an exhibitor.

The greatest love of his life, however, was his 
family. He worshipped his wife Florence, and his 
daughter, his two sons and his grandchildren. The 
tributes paid to him by his sons at his funeral, 
were clear evidence of the caring and loving 
family he had engendered. Knowing Norman, one 
would have expected nothing less.

David Lewis

John Burstall (1951)
It is with very sad news that we report the 
passing of former student and University 
alumnus Mr John Burstall.

As a graduate of Chester College in 1951, Mr 
Burstall was an active member of the Alumni 
Association and a welcome presence at Reunion 
events.

A memorial service was held in Mr Burstall’s 
honour, in the Lady Chapel of Liverpool Cathedral.

Notification sent by relative.  
Tina Thomas

William "Bill" Shaw (1951)
William "Bill" Shaw who died in late April 2012, 
aged 84 was one of the most colourful and 
interesting characters in our year.

He cheered our Advanced English group with 
his humour, wit and enviable talent for mimicry 
and was passionate about poetry, drama and 
literature.

He both produced and acted in Journey's End 
and also produced and acted in the One Act Play 
Competition.

In addition to acting and producing, Bill was a 
sportsman, playing tennis and cricket. 

He bowled spin and encouraged and coached 
many pupils during his teaching career.

Bill lived in Blackburn, teaching English at 
Bangor St. School and Shadworth High. He wrote 
scripts for comedies and appeared in-the TV 
talent show Top Town.

He retired to Grange over Sands.
Geoff Griffiths

John Geoffrey Napier Farquharson 
(1953)
John Farquharson died on August 23, 2012. He 
had been in a care home for a few months, was 
still mentally very active but, sadly, physically 
weak. All of 1953 will remember him as big in 
body, voice and heart, though.

John came to College straight from National 
Service. He became a member of the Guild 
Council, an active member of the drama group, 
and a very active sportsman playing for both 
rugby and cricket first teams. 

He gave a very memorable performance 
as Miss Whitchurch in the production of The 
Happiest Days of your Life, and the sight of John 
dressed as a middle aged lady brings smiles even 
now! 

All his work was of a high standard and 
he excelled as a watercolour painter. Full of 
enthusiasm for all he did, he was a friend to all.

His teaching career commenced in his native 
Norfolk, where he taught before later moving 
to Bedford. Prior to this came his marriage to 
Bridget, with Bryan Ricketts his Best Man and 
lifelong friend. He retired in 1991, due to health 
problems.

At the 2000 Annual Reunion, I was the 
recipient of a lovely, framed watercolour by John, 
presented to me for being Year Secretary for 47 
years, and the picture is a major attraction of my 
lounge to this day.

John’s wife, Bridget, died a few years ago so 
John is survived by his two daughters, Penny and 
Susie and by grandchildren, to whom were sent 
our sincere condolences and our thanks for all the 
happy memories he left with us.

Alwyn Peel

Eric Jones (1953)
Eric Jones died peacefully in his sleep on 
January 31, 2012, aged 82.

After College, Eric took a commission in the 
Royal Army Education Corps, which became his 
career, retiring with the rank of Major. I had lost 
touch with him until receiving a message from a 
cousin that Eric and his wife were living in the next 
bungalow in Sungei Patani in Malaya. 

On retirement from the service, Eric went to 
live in Winchester and that became his home 
for the rest of his life, during which he did some 
periods of supply teaching in local primary 
schools. He managed to come to Reunion in 2004 
but, sadly, ill health prevented further visits.

His wife and another son having pre-deceased 
him, Eric was survived by his other son who lives 
and works in Gozo.

Alwyn Peel

James Rushton (1953)
Jimmy Rushton died on May 21, 2012, aged 81. 
He pursued a very successful academic career 
in higher education and proved a marvellous 
example of all that can be achieved by hard 
work and determination.

After the early death of his father, he left school 
at 14 to help the family financially. Studies at night 
school brought him the qualifications to enter 
Chester College in 1951, where he much enjoyed 
the academic challenge and the camaraderie of 
the year group. His teaching career was spent in 
primary schools in Bolton and further studies at 
night school brought him his first degree.

A Diploma in Educational Psychology and an 
MEd at the University of Manchester preceded 
an appointment in teacher education at C.F. 
Mott College in Liverpool. He later returned to 
Manchester as Deputy Director of Education 
before moving to Aston University and gaining his 
PhD – the degree of which he was most proud. 
In the 1970s, he became Professor of Education 
and Dean of Students at the University of Belfast, 
a position he retained until his early retirement 
in 1991.

Jimmy married Margaret in 1953 and had two 
children. In 1993, he married Joan. His retirement 
proved enjoyable.

He was buried in Belmont churchyard. We were 
represented at the celebratory ceremony by Dave 
Peet and his wife.

Alwyn Peel

Bill Murray (1955)
Bill died on Boxing Day 2011 after a long illness 
following a stroke in May, 2007. 

He was in a nursing home, but his wife Di could 
bring him home each day and would also take 
him to the rugby club in his wheelchair, where he 
would sit overlooking the pitches.

Although he had health problems, he managed 
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Warrington wartime riddle solved
As regular Cestrian readers may know, Elsie Newton, alumna from the Warrington Campus in its Padgate Training College 
days, compiled a history of the institution from 1946-2006.  

During her research, one thing she was unable to explain was the reason a building on the campus was referred to as 
Canada Hall, yet it was known that there were American troops on site, not Canadians. Elsie has since solved this mystery, 
which calls to mind the motto of her College: Sagax Semper Discit – ‘The wise are always learning’. Here is her account:

“Colin Daniels, Chairman of Corporation of Warrington Collegiate, had been involved with Padgate since 1989. He was 
able to provide the solution to the question that had puzzled some of us regarding the previous occupants of the Padgate 
site. (Ref pages 9 and 41 The Padgate Story: 1946-2006).

“The original occupants of Padgate were, in fact, Americans, who subsequently moved to Burtonwood. They were 
then replaced by Canadian troops. Hence the local name, Canada Hall. As a matter of interest, the Americans also occupied 
Bruche, which later became the Police Training Centre.*

“We are grateful to Colin for this information.”  
As Cheshire Police are now trained at the Warrington Campus, the story has another twist.
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to cycle from Land’s End to John O’Groats more 
than once. He was a friend of the late Pete Cooke 
and later played for Caldy RUFC, becoming Captain 
in the 62/62 season. He first represented the Club 
at the age of 14, when he also represented his 
school’s 1st XV.

Our thoughts are with Di, to whom we send our 
deepest sympathy.

Eric Laws

I met Bill in 1952 serving with the North 
Staffordshire Regiment, stationed on the Adriatic 
Coast. He was in the Intelligence Section, so our 
paths crossed.

I met Bill again at Chester College in 1953. We 
were both members of the PE Group including 
Peter Cooke, Jeff Croutchley, Tony Jarvis and Jack 
Mills. Bill was also in the Vice-Principal Bradbury’s 
elite English Group and in his spare time a keen 
member of the English Folk Dance Society.

He was born and bred on the Wirral and was a 
superb athlete, becoming 'Victor Ludorum', and 
an excellent swimmer. He took a teaching post in 
Leicester but on returning to the Wirral he again 
played for Caldy.

On retirement, he became a referee and set 
up the Caldy Referee Society. He attended several 
Reunions at the College and remained an active 
coach and cyclist. Sadly his illness confined him to 
a wheelchair but thanks to his wife he was able to 
visit his local haunts and beauty spots.

He was a popular, most likeable man and a 
good friend during our College years. Our sincere 
sympathy goes to his wife Diane and his family.

Jim Howells

Henderson Dodd (1956)
Henderson went home after the final teaching 
practice to attend his mother’s funeral and did 
not return. 

He joined the district bank in Whitehaven and 
then worked for eight small companies in West 
Cumberland and later Cumbria. He must have 
been a “Jonah” as they all shut down while he was 

working there.
He started taking an interest in all things 

“horse” and set up a riding school at his home 
in Lamplugh, gaining his Farriers’ Registration in 
1984. In 1986, an essay on his work as a farrier 
won first prize in a competition run by the 
Worshipful Company of Farriers. He received his 
award from the Master Farrier, HRH The Princess 
Royal, at a ceremony in London. 

Sadly, he suffered a stroke in 2004 which left 
him blind and he was never again able to wander 
on his beloved Western Lake District Fells.

Brian McDermott

John Robinson (1959)
John Robinson (who died on December 6, 2011) 
was a striking presence that commanded both 
admiration and respect. He immediately made 
an impact at College and became Vice-President 
of the Guild Council. Such was his presence, 
that on arriving for teaching practice in Great 
Yarmouth, the staff mistook him for a school 
inspector.

John was educated at Holt High School, 
Liverpool. As a choirboy, at Holy Trinity Church, 
Wavertree, he became Head Chorister. The quality 
of his voice was recognised by Liverpool Cathedral 
and he became a member of its choir, singing 
Second Bass.

Following National Service (1956-57) and 
teacher training at Chester (1958-59) John 
taught at Gilmore Secondary School, Liverpool. 
In 1967, he married Lesley, whom he had met 
through choral singing and obtained a Maths and 
Geography teaching post at Salisbury Cathedral 
School. This coincided with a vacancy in the 
Cathedral Choir, through which he became Lay 
Clerk for 44 years.

John and Lesley had two children, Olivia and 
Andrew. This idyllic life was cruelly shattered 
when Lesley died in 1983. John remarried in 
1985, to Gail, also a singer, with whom they had 
a son, Peter.

John’s choral work took him all over the world 

and he made countless recordings with the 
choir. He was proud of the fact that he sang in 
the presence of the Queen at the Royal Maundy 
Service on April 11, 1974.

At his funeral at Salisbury Cathedral, the 
entire Cathedral Choir, the Sarum Singers and 
the Beckenham Church Choir sang the Vaughan 
Williams Requiem Mass. The entire Chapter of 
the Cathedral was present, with 500 mourners in 
attendance. This remarkable funeral was the mark 
of an extraordinary life. 

For those of us privileged to know John, he 
embodied a former Chester College motto – 
amicus usque ad aras (a friend to the last).

Rod Hunt

We have been notified that several 
old friends have passed away, but 
did not receive obituaries for:
Dennis Wilcox (1956); Gordon Nisbett (1958);
Chan Swee Seng (1958); Gareth James (1958);
Michael “Mickey” William Griffiths (1973) 
of Tenby, who passed away in August 2011.  He 
played for London Welsh. (Information supplied 
in February 2012 by David Robertson, alumnus 
from Waverton).

Year notes for next issue:
The next edition of The Cestrian will be printed in 
Spring 2013.  The Alumni and Development team looks 
forward to receiving Year Notes by Friday, February 
1, 2013, in order to ensure that they will be included.  
There have been a few cases of notes being posted but 
not received, so where possible, we recommend that 
you email these to us, so that we can acknowledge 
receipt, or send by recorded delivery.  Year notes should 
up to 350 words maximum, so that we can include 
everyone’s news!  Please email 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or post to Fiona Roberts, Alumni 
and Development Manager, The University of Chester, 
Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.

Elsie Newton.



Horses for courses
A recent graduate found the right balance in 
the city and the University of Chester, as he 
was able to follow his passions while achieving 
notable academic success.

Yogender Singh Raghav, 31, originally from 
Alwar, Rajasthan, wanted to come to England 
to study at Master’s level after earning his 
undergraduate degree in India.

Following some research, he found himself 
drawn to both the University and the city of 
Chester for a number of reasons.

Yogender said: “I was attracted to Chester 
because of its status as a heritage city. My home  
state, which literally means ‘Royal Land’, is also a 
heritage place in India, so I was very interested 
in comparing the two.

“I am also very interested in Roman culture 
and the contrast to the history of Rajasthan, 
which is known as being a very festive and 
colourful place.”

Indeed, Rajasthan’s capital city, Jaipur, 
is otherwise known as ‘The Pink City’ after 
decorating its streets and buildings in 
terracotta pink, to welcome the visit of Prince 
Albert in 1876.

The other attraction of Chester for 

Yogender, came from a much more personal 
place. With the city being home to a historic 
racecourse – the oldest still in use in Britain – 
Yogender was able to remain close to his biggest 
passion in life … horses.

He explained:  “I grew up on a farm and 
have spent most of my life around horses. My 
grandfather owned 40 horses and I still have 16 
of my own. Although I now live in England, I go  
back to see them at every opportunity.

“In Chester, I was able to spend a lot of time 
at the Racecourse, where I was able to make a 
lot of friends and I also joined the University’s 
Equestrian Club.”

However, Yogender’s time at the 
University was far from spent only 
experiencing the city and its attractions; he 
was also an excellent student.

Studying for his MBA, Yogender focused 
his dissertation on the service quality of the 
University’s own International Higher Education 
Office and his hard work paid off, as he earned 
the highest possible distinction for a Master’s 
dissertation.

Since then, his work has proved to be of 
great use to the University of Chester and has 

also been published in the  American Journal 
of the World Universities Forum after having 
been invited to World Universities Forum 
2012, an international conference, held in 
Greece in January.

Buffi makes fashion dream a reality
A former Chester student recently battled with 
15 other fashion designers in a bid to become 
‘the next great American designer’ on popular 
US TV show, Project Runway.

Buffi Jashanmal, 32, who grew up in Dubai 
and spent her high school years in London, 
graduated in English Literature with Drama and 
Theatre Studies in 2002.

Then, creative-minded Buffi decided to 
follow her passion for fashion and took a chance 
on the Big Apple, moving to New York City. She 
soon knew she had made the right decision.

Buffi, 32, said: “New York is ME! 
I felt at home here immediately and 
have been here for nearly 11 years 
now.”

Project Runway sees budding 
fashion designers compete under 
pressure for a number of different 
prizes, with the scrutiny of celebrity 
judges such as model Heidi Klum. 
Wanting to try her skills on the hit 
reality show for a long time, Buffi 
finally took a chance at applying and 
was able to make the cut.

She said: “I wanted to do it for 

years, but the application process was really 
long. This year, though, I made the decision – I’m 
going to do it!”

This determination and single-mindedness 
led to Buffi being a popular but sometimes 
outspoken contestant on the show, which led to 
her eventual elimination. 

However, she is now grateful for the 
exposure and opportunities it has created and 
she plans to take full advantage.

Buffi said: “I am teaching a lot more and 
getting to run some really fun classes at fashion 

design schools around 
NYC, like the Esaie 
Couture Design 
School, which trains 
people in the many 
different aspects of 
fashion sewing.

“Plus, I am going 
to be designing a clothing line which combines 
both ‘clubby’ and workout styles. That’s an area 
of interest as I am in the process of getting my 
certification to be a group fitness instructor, 

which I’m very excited about.
“I am also doing a lot of other 

collaborative work and there could be a 
possibility of me co-hosting a fashion show!”

She has also put her English degree to 
use, writing a blog for OK! Magazine and 
has been working on a DIY dressmaking 
book, which instructs readers on all levels of 
tailoring, while encouraging creativity and is 
due for release in 2014.

Buffi’s clothing line can be found at www.
quietriotdubai.com and she is also available 
on both Twitter: @Buffi_Jashanmal and 
Facebook: facebook.com/buffi.jashanmal 

Yogender Singh Raghav.

Buffi hard at work on Project Runway.

international
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Buffi Jashanmal.
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reunions

Give yourself a sporting 
chance to reunite with 
PE alumni gathering
Are you a PE graduate from 1973? Next year 
will be the 40 year reunion for your class and 
former PE student, Dave Hadden, would like to 
invite you to a special gathering.

“’Remember whatshisname the one with 
the long hair and beard?’ ‘What the one who 
lived with the blond Welsh girl with the big 
hands?’ ‘Yeah what’s her name again?’

“This is where I found myself late one 
Saturday night in February, trying to remember 
people’s names from nearly 40 years ago along 
with Dave Robertson, 'Chaddy', Eddie Lewis 
and John ‘Sam’ Williams. 

“We were a part of a smallish band of 
mainly reti red PE teachers (1970 – 73) who 
meet up once a year.

“Geoff  Jackson (1971) was there and told 
us of their 40th reunion he had att ended … 
There was only one outcome: “Let’s organise a 
40th reunion for the PE group of ’73.”

“Amazingly, the next morning we were sti ll 
very keen to carry on. Dave supplied the ‘73 
graduati on list and we came up with the PE 
group (we think) and others associated with it. 
Sam was of great help as he remembered all 
the women. 

“We have email addresses for many (Dewi 
Butler in USA, Barry Lord in Kathmandu,) but 
we sti ll need more. Please help and contact 
me dave.r.hadden@bti nternet.com or Dave 
Robertson dtr.chester@gmail.com with any 
informati on.

“The reunion will take place on the 
September 6 to 8 weekend, 2013. Invites will 
go out soon.

“Hope to hear from you soon and see you 
next year.”
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Dave Robertson, Dave Hadden, John Williams.

Sitti  ng in the hotseat during a tour of  the Riverside Innovati on 
Centre.

The NHS Museum at the Riverside Campus.

Deb and Geraint Lang at the Annual 

Reunion Dinner.

1953 vintage: Alwyn Peel, Jeff  Steele and Norman Green.



The Annual Reunion 2012
Alumni and Development Manager, Fiona Roberts, 
reports …

The Annual Reunion was held on a sunny September weekend, and the theme of a learning 
journey was refl ected upon during the Chapel ceremonies, presided over by the Rev Canon Dr 
Peter Jenner and later, by the Rev Dot Gosling. Guests listened to the anecdotes of the guest 
speaker, alumnus Russell Jackson, who has spent his years since leaving Chester teaching in the 
UK, Middle-East and Nepal, outline the course of his career path at the dinner.

The Annual General Meeti ng was held on September 8, and Professor Mike Thomas, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor, reported on the achievements of the University over the past year, representi ng 
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler, who was unable to att end.

Professor Thomas advised the gathered alumni that The Riverside Collecti on would be open 
as part of the city’s Heritage Days and they were welcome to visit.  The Collecti on was opened in 
December 2011, and showcases a selecti on of equipment, documents and artefacts connected 
with the NHS and the Faculty of Health and Social Care.  A group of alumni enjoyed a tour of the 
Collecti on and of the Riverside Campus during the aft ernoon.

If you would like to att end a reunion but have lost touch with your friends, please contact 
the Alumni and Development team and we will be glad to help!  The next Annual Reunion takes 
place from Friday, September 6 to Sunday, September 8, 2013.

See you there!

reunions
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Friends from 1953 enjoy lunch at the Annual Reunion.

Alan Nicholls and Norman Green model their new caps.

Coff ee and chat: Tony Hindley (1951), Alan Nicholls (1953) and Eric Henderson (1953).

Fiona shares a joke with James Howells 

(1955).

Deb and Geraint Lang at the Annual 

Reunion Dinner.

1953 vintage: Alwyn Peel, Jeff  Steele and Norman Green.
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University volunteers live the Olympic dream 
A group of current students from the University off ered its services for London 2012 and 
was selected as part of the vast team of volunteers.

With the original number of applicati ons as 
high as a quarter of a million, the body of 
offi  cial helpers was eventually narrowed down 
to around 70,000 and the quintet of Chester 
students was confi rmed among the fi nal 
selecti on.

Volunteers, known offi  cially as ‘Games 
Makers’, were responsible for a massive range of 
duti es, from raking sand to greeti ng spectators as 
they entered the Stadium.

With Great Britain having its most successful 
Games in over 100 years, this crop of Chester 
students have cemented their place in history.

These are their stories:

Stacey Warner, a 20-year-old Events 
Management student from 

Basingstoke, worked 
in Events Services. This 
required being a friendly 
face of the Games and 
ensuring visitors to events 
were greeted with a smile 
and well looked aft er.

Stacey said: “I decided 
to volunteer because I 
wanted to be part of the 
legacy – how many people 

will be able to tell their grandkids ‘I was there, 
making it happen’? – but also because it is my 
ambiti on to work in events, as that’s what my 
degree is focused on. So for me and for my 
career this experience was invaluable. 

“It was incredible and I sti ll fi nd it hard to 
believe it happened. When the audience gave 
a standing ovati on for volunteers at the closing 
ceremony I had literally never been so proud in 
my life.”

Natasha 
Gibbins, 23, 
from Devon, studying 
Marketi ng and 
Public Relati ons with 
Journalism, volunteered 
as an Olympic Family 
Assistant. She worked as 
a personal assistant and 
driver for members of the 
Internati onal and Nati onal 

Olympic Committ ees and 
executi ve sponsors throughout the Olympics.

Natasha said: “The Olympics aff ects every 

nati on and it's a ti me when everyone really 
comes together to support their country. I 
had great pride in representi ng my nati on and 
worked really hard to show visiti ng countries 
how spectacular England could be at hosti ng the 
Olympics.”

Laura Wade, 21, 
an MSc Sports 
physiology student from 
Melton Mowbray in 
Leicestershire, was an 
offi  cial lifeguard at the 
Games. 

She said: “I've 
been swimming myself 
for 13 years and 
lifeguarding for fi ve 
years. I am currently 
Captain of the University Swim Team and in my 
fi nal year studying Sport and Exercise Sciences. 
The opportunity to volunteer at the Games as 
a lifeguard seemed perfect - poolside is like a 
second home for me!

“Working at the Olympics and being part 
of London 2012's success sti ll feels surreal. 
There was always a buzz from the diff erent 
Games Makers on our way into our venues and 
everyone was so genuinely happy to be there. 

“I've come away from the Games with a 
lot of new friends from around the country 
and some amazing memories. The experience 
is always a great talking point with friends, 
colleagues and also new employers and I also 
get to tell people in the future, that I ‘made’ the 
Games!"

Paul Evans, 34, 
a Nursing student 
from Blacon, was part 
of both the Olympic 
and Paralympic 
Games, helping out 
with road cycling.

Paul said: “It 
was a dream come 
true and I had 
a great ti me at 
the Olympics and 
especially the Paralympics where I worked in the 
race vehicles team at the road cycling events. I 
spent 10 days at the Olympics and six days at the 
‘Paras’, though in the latt er I worked 70 hours!  It 

was a good job the weather was great!
“I am really glad I took part and can say I was 

part of the team running the Games.  It was a 
once in a lifeti me experience … though a few of 
the teams/offi  cials said ‘see you in Rio’ as they 
left  at the end of the competi ti on, so we'll see!

“I was really inspired by the disabled athletes 
at the Paralympics and am keener than ever to 

fi nd more potenti al para cyclists through 
my club – Chester Go-Ride.  They showed 
me, again, that nothing should stop you 
from reaching your potenti al.

“I don't know what taking part will do 
for me in the future, but I am sure I will be 
applying to help out in Glasgow 2014.”

Calum Piper, 21, from Fleet in 
Hampshire, was in the main stadium for 
the athleti cs. He was depended upon to 
ensure the track and fi eld faciliti es were 
in good working order for the various 
events, while assisti ng behind the scenes 
with various functi ons.

He said: “I gained a lot from working at 
the Olympics and Paralympics within two 
very diff erent teams. Highlights have to be 
putti  ng out the hurdles for Jessica Ennis' 

Heptathlon race in front of 80,000 people and 
meeti ng Oscar Pistorius and David Weir. It was 
the hardest thing I think I have ever done but I 
have so many memories I will never forget!”

Journalism, volunteered 
as an Olympic Family 
Assistant. She worked as 
a personal assistant and 
driver for members of the 
Internati onal and Nati onal 

Management student from 

ensuring visitors to events 
were greeted with a smile 
and well looked aft er.
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Dave keeps on going for gold
One of Chester’s former students and 
honorary graduates had a summer to 
remember this year … although judging by his 
track record, there may be more to come.

Dave Brailsford CBE, 48, studied Sports and 
Exercise Science with Psychology at the University 
and, due to his outstanding achievements, was 
later welcomed back as an honorary graduate. 

Aft er pursuing a half-decade career as a 
professional cyclist in France, Dave currently 
serves as the Performance Director of Briti sh 
Cycling, the offi  cial governing body of cycle sport 
in the UK.

Under his watch, Briti sh Cycling has seen a 
phenomenal upturn in its fortunes and a 
triumphant London Olympics saw his team match 
its previously historic gold medal haul from the 
2008 Beijing Games.

Aft er taking over in 2003, Dave ensured that 
recently acquired Lott ery funding was put to good 
use, encouraging a balance of focus on both track 
and road cycling. As a result, his eff orts were 
rewarded by an increased medal haul at the 2004 
Olympic Games, then a veritable glut of 14 
medals, with eight golds, four silvers and two 
bronzes in 2008 – a return which had not been 
seen by any Briti sh Olympic team in over a century 
and won him the Coach of the Year at the BBC 

Sports Personality of the Year Awards. There have 
also been several world championships on both 
road and track in between.

Prior to this year’s Olympics, Dave added to 
the fruits of his supervision through Bradley 
Wiggins’ historic win in the Tour De France. 
Wiggins became the fi rst ever Briti sh cyclist to win 
the event, as well as the fi rst in history to win both 
the Tour and Olympic track gold.

This parti cularly high standard was then 
followed up a month later in London, with his 
team bringing in a return of eight gold medals, two 
silvers and two bronze in one of the most 

successful and memorable fortnights in Briti sh 
sporti ng history.

The Rev Dr Lesley Cooke, Dave’s Personal 
Tutor during his ti me at the University, and now 
Dean of Students, said: “Dave was completely 
dedicated to his cycling and had the same 
approach to his studies. He was always very 
focused, but also very generous – a lovely student. 
He has the kind of personality which makes you 
warm to him.

“At the ti me, I recognised his deep 
commitment and undoubted ability. I was not at 
all surprised to see his name come up in the upper 
echelons of cycling, and on behalf of everyone at 
the University, I would like to congratulate him on 
his achievements.”

With one Paralympic Games already under his belt, 
MSc Sociology of Sport and Exercise student James 
Roberts took up a new challenge this summer, by 
switching sports to compete with the Great Britain 
Sitti  ng Volleyball team at London 2012.

The 26-year-old former rower’s fi rst taste 
of the games was in Beijing 2008, where 
he fi nished fi ft h in the Mixed Double Sculls 
Adapti ve Rowing and, as such, was the only 
member of the Volleyball team to have previous 
Paralympic experience.

He said: “With training, studying and 
competi ng there was a lot to juggle but it was 
great to have been involved in something as 
high profi le as the Paralympics. 

“Although there wasn’t as much of the 
fi rst-ti mer excitement as there was for Beijing, I 
was sti ll able to experience everything London 
had to off er.”

He fi rst began playing sitti  ng volleyball 
when he was asked to try out by his 
performance manager at the Federati on of 
Disability Sport Wales (FDSW) and quickly found 

he had a fl air for the sport.
James said: “At fi rst I went into the FDSW 

Celti c Dragons club team and played for them 
during my fi rst season in the newly created 
domesti c league”, he explained.

“A few months later I was invited to the GB 
training sessions and impressed them enough 
to be named in the squad for the upcoming 
season. I competed in my fi rst internati onal 
at the Szeged Tournament in Hungary against 
Croati a and later that year was selected for the 
squad to go World Championships in the USA.”

2011 was an incredibly busy year for James, 
as he competed at the Harpers Internati onal 
Series, the BT Paralympic World Cup, the 
European Committ ee Volleyball for Disabled 
(ECVD) Conti nental Cup, and the ECVD 
Championships.

Now, in 2012, he progressed to an even 
grander stage, as he took part in the biggest 
competi ti on of them all.

During the event, Team GB was able to 
make it out of the group stage and into the 

quarter fi nals. There, however, they faced 
reigning World and Olympic champions 
(and eventual silver medallists), Iran who, 
unfortunately, proved too strong, ousti ng Great 
Britain from the competi ti on, leaving them to 
sett le for sixth place.

James said: “There was real disappointment 
with where we fi nished, but we were playing 
the best teams in the world. What I will 
remember most, though, is the support of the 
Briti sh crowds.

“I hope to conti nue to Rio 2016 … but in 
which sport, I don't know!”

Dave Brailsford with his former Personal 
Tutor, the Rev Dr Lesley Cooke.

Dave Brailsford.

James Roberts.

James aims for hat-trick of games
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Analyse this … graduates' peak performance
While the spotlight was deservedly on many 
athletes for their outstanding performances in this 
summer’s Games, they might not have reached 
such a high level of achievement without some help 
behind the scenes.

Two such unsung heroes were a pair 
of former Chester students, Yana Radcliffe 
and Kevin Gill, who put their performance 
analysis skills to use in both the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.

Yana, 21 from Nantwich, was at the heart 
of the Olympic action, having earned herself 
a place with Team GB’s Performance Analysis 
Support Team.

The black belt kick boxer, who finished her final 
BSc Sport and Exercise Sciences exams immediately 
before heading to London, was charged with 
capturing live footage of 23 Olympic sports and, 
particularly in the case of taekwondo, boxing and 
judo, organising, disseminating and communicating 
her recordings to Team GB coaches for scrutiny, to 
find any possible sporting advantage.

Yana’s connection to Team GB began in 2011 
when she was put forward by Head of Sports 
Biomechanics and Performance Analysis, Dr 
Paul Worsfold, for a placement working with the 
Taekwondo team at the English Institute of Sport 
(EIS). Her work was good enough to warrant a call 
up for the Olympics.

Yana said: “Working at the Olympics on any 
scale would have been amazing but working in 
Team GB House was absolutely incredible. The 
atmosphere around the office was electric on a 

daily basis, especially when GB brought home a 
medal, and this great feeling seemed to spread 
throughout London.

“My position as a Support Performance Analyst 
went well. I am very proud to have even been a 
small part of Team GB, especially knowing that our 
footage made a difference. The experience has 
increased my confidence in my own abilities and 
confirmed that I would like to work in elite sport in 
the near future.”

She is now building on her summer to 
remember by coming back to the University, to 
pursue the MSc Sports Sciences (Biomechanics).

This particular path will seem very familiar to 
Kevin Gill, 31, a former student from West Kirby, 
Wirral, who himself was a key member of the GB 
cycling analysis team at the Paralympics and, now 
Performance Analyst for Harlequins Rugby Union FC.

After originally studying at the University 
through a recommendation from his mother, 
herself an alumna - as well as his own opinion that 
Chester “although a smaller institution was one that 
was growing and heading in the right and positive 
direction” – Kevin secured a position at the English 
Institute of Sport following his graduation.

Excelling as a student, Kevin, achieved a BSc 
(First Class Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science and 
was awarded the prize for the most outstanding 
dissertation with his work 'Elite track cycling: A 
tactical analysis of the devil elimination race'. He 
then followed this up with an MSc Sport Science 
(Performance Analysis and Biomechanics).

Following a similar placement, also arranged 
by Dr Worsfold, Kevin landed a full-time role at the 
EIS, supporting the British Para-cycling team for 
the World Championships. His ability led to several 
duties there, including work with the Olympic 
Canoe Slalom team and the able-bodied Mountain 
Biking and BMX teams. It also cemented his 
involvement with one of the most highly decorated 
teams across both Games during the summer.

He said: “After originally not knowing much 
about cycling, I found the sport enthralling and the 
British Cycling support team to be phenomenally 
focused and dedicated.

“My Olympic and Paralympic involvement, 
was a once in a lifetime experience, which I felt 
honoured to be a part of, especially on home 
turf. The Olympic Cycling team exceeded all our 
expectations and topped the medal table on both 
road and the track and the Paralympic Cycling team 
also performed phenomenally, and topped the 
medal table with a total of 22 medals.

“Also, the Canoe Slalom team, with whom I 
worked from January until July this year, achieved 
a first ever British gold medal. We had two 

boats competing and landed gold and silver on 
the last day which was a fantastic finale to the 
competition.”

olympic news

Yana puts in work for Team GB.

Kevin Gill receives his dissertation award 
from Professor Ken Green, Head of Sport 
and Exercise  Sciences.
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