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Introduction by

Canon Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the 
University of Chester, Chair of the 
University of Chester Alumni Association

Welcome to the autumn edition of The Cestrian 
– a publication that continues to serve as a 
valuable tool, linking the University of Chester 
with its ever-growing population of alumni, 
all of whom remain an important part of the 
institution’s community.

This year has proven to be yet another 
successful year for the University. The Times and 
Sunday Times Good University Guide 2014, has 
seen the University’s best ever performance. It 
was quoted as the ‘Top Modern University’ in 
the North West and third equal in that category 
in the UK. It also leads the Cathedrals Group 
institutions of which there are 16 universities 
and university colleges with Church foundations.

The University’s annual contribution of 
some £298 million to the regional economy, 
together with community engagement and 
cultural involvement of all kinds, underlines 
its position as the leading higher education 
institution in the area. Applications remain 
strong at nine per place, with growing interest 
from overseas.

Our students are also the happiest that they 
have ever been according to this year’s National 
Student Survey which was published in August. 
The feedback from the students rated the 
academic support at the University as joint best 
in the North West and Chester Students’ Union 
as the outright leader in its field.

The University continues to gain national 
recognition for its careers and employability 
activities. This year the Graduate Head Start 
programme, which has now supported the 
career progression of over 600 unemployed and 
under-employed graduates, was chosen as a 
good practice case study by the Office for Fair 
Access (OFFA) due to its success in supporting 
disadvantaged students.

September welcomed a new cohort of 
first-year students to the University’s brand new 
accommodation. The state of the art Grosvenor 
House hall of residence takes pride of place on 
the Main Campus in Chester, containing 202 
spacious en-suite bedrooms, with kitchenettes 
as well as laundrette and sports changing 
facilities.  Early feedback from the students 

has been extremely positive, suggesting that 
they are more than happy with this impressive 
accommodation. Elsewhere on campus and in 
Warrington, the existing accommodation has 
been fully refurbished providing much more 
comfortable living quarters for the students.

Another exciting development in 
Warrington is the news that the campus’s 
training facility – used by Warrington Wolves 
Rugby League club – is being used to host the 
Samoan national team in their preparations for 
their Rugby World Cup matches this autumn.

Developments at the University’s latest 
acquisition, Thornton Science Park – formerly 
the Shell Technology Centre in Ellesmere Port – 
which will house the University’s eighth faculty, 
continue apace. The new Dean, Prof Nick Avis, 
has been appointed together with three out 
of the four Heads of Department who are all 
working towards students being admitted to the 
faculty’s courses in the autumn of 2014.

Colleagues in the Alumni and Development 
Office tell me that the Annual Alumni Reunion 
was most successful this year with groups of 
former students attending to celebrate 60, 40, 
30 and 25 year anniversaries – photographs 
of the Reunion can be seen later in this 
publication.  I know that Stan France, Registrar 
of the Alumni Association was unable to attend 
the occasion this year due to illness.  However, 
I am happy to report that Stan is now feeling 
much better and I have been happy to see 
him back at the University again recently.  Stan 
would like me to pass on his thanks for all of 
the cards, messages and kind thoughts that he 
received while he was unwell.

Next year is of course, the 175th 
anniversary of the institution and as I 
mentioned in the last edition of The Cestrian 
there will be many events to which alumni 
will be invited.  I look forward to seeing you at 
a reunion event in the very near future and 
would like to thank you for your continuing 
support as always. 

Canon Prof Tim Wheeler DL,  
Vice-Chancellor and Principal
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Working to conserve the 
environment Down Under
It was perhaps thanks to being in the right place at the 
right time that Chester graduate Emma Rowbotham, 
landed her dream job. 

While travelling through Western 
Australia, she stopped at a small town about 
three hours south of Perth and through 
word-of-mouth, she heard that the local 
Government of Western Australia office 
was seeking a person with Geographic 
Information System (GIS) skills to work on a 
casual basis. 

Armed with a portfolio demonstrating 
her GIS capabilities and using samples from 
her University assignments, Emma, who 
studied Geography with Natural Hazard 
Management, applied for the position. She 
was thrilled to be offered the job and so 
started working part-time for the Department 
of Environment and Conservation (DEC). 
Within a month she was working full-time in 
her dream job, as a Conservation Officer for 
the DEC in Western Australia. 

The South West of Australia is one of the 
world’s 34 biodiversity hotspots, with some of 
the richest and most threatened reservoirs of 
plant and animal life on earth. There are more 
than 4,000 species of flowering plants, 80% 
of which grow nowhere else in the world,and 
141 native mammal species, 25 of which are 
unique to the area. Emma, 24 who is originally 
from Burnley in Lancashire, is responsible 
for the implementation and management of 
programmes, to conserve those threatened 
and declining species of flora, fauna and 
ecological communities.

There is no such thing as typical day in 
the life of a Conservation Officer and this 
is what appeals most to Emma: “Every day 
is completely different. I could be in the 
office, writing a report or preparing maps 
for a variety of projects. I could be out in 

the field, sampling groundwater for salinity 
observations, or surveying a population 
of plants that are found nowhere else in 
the world. I could also be working through 
the evening, to survey a local population 
of nocturnal possums, or trapping other 
species of rare fauna for tagging and 
monitoring purposes.

“I really couldn’t be luckier. I am working 
in what many would class as a ‘dream job’, 
using the skills I developed throughout 
University and also learning new things every 
day. I work in one of the most beautiful 
corners of the world, where I am able to get 
out of the office and into the field (or, ‘the 
bush’) as often as I desire.”

For more information about the work 
carried out by the DEC in Western Australia 
visit: www.dec.wa.gov.au

Trapping a Chudditch, an endangered species and the only marsupial carnivore in  
South Western Australia.

Emma uses the GIS skills that she learnt at 
University on a daily basis.

Emma tests the water in a very saline swamp.
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neil Pickles has since been shortlisted  
in the Most innovative teacher of the 
Year category of the Times Higher 
Education Awards.

university news

Centuries of loyal service celebrated
The dedication and achievements of loyal 
staff over a period, which collectively equates 
to 730 years, have been recognised by the 
University of Chester with a celebration of 
long service.

A total of 61 current staff, who have 
worked for between 10 and 40 years at the 
University and its predecessor institutions, 

were honoured during the institution’s 
Founders’ Day Service and Staff Awards 
Ceremony in the University’s Chapel.

Professor Tim Wheeler, the University’s 
Vice-Chancellor, said: “Our staff are our 
most valuable resource, and with so many 
colleagues dedicating their working lives to 
the University, it is entirely appropriate that 

we give thanks to them for all of their hard 
work, commitment and loyalty.”

Among the long service roll call were Chris 
Lynas and Pat Talbot who both celebrated 
40 years at the institution, and Gary Catton, 
Patrick Lowry, Jan Shaylor and Val Thomas 
who all celebrated 25 years.

Staff honoured by students
Staff who ‘go the extra mile’ have had their 
work officially acknowledged by the people that 
matter most at the University – the students.

Chester Students’ Union (CSU) hosted 
its first ‘Above and Beyond’ (AAB) Awards to 
reward both teaching excellence and those 
who also make a difference by supporting 
students in a pastoral capacity at a celebration 
evening on the Kingsway Campus.

Sponsored by the University, The Higher 
Education Academy and the National 
Union of Students (NUS), the AAB Awards 
ceremony was addressed by Pete Mercer, 

the NUS Vice-President (Welfare), who also 
presented glass trophies to the recipients.

Katie Badman, CSU President, said: “The 
AAB project puts students at the forefront of 
their learning, which is exactly where they 
should be! This is a brilliant way to recognise 
those who are doing an incredible job around 
the University from students themselves.

“It was a rigorous selection process for 
the shortlist and the winners, so well done 
to everyone who got nominated. Students 
are the most important part of our University 
and thank you for believing in that too!”

Most inspiring lecturer 
heidi spring-jones – deputy head of 
department, Modern languages

Most innovative lecturer 
dr neil Pickles – lecturer, biological sciences

Most outstanding Feedback 
Alan summers – senior lecturer,  
Graphic design

Most outstanding Personal Academic 
tutor (PAt)/Professional Mentor 
dr neil Pickles – lecturer, biological sciences

outstanding Contribution to student 
engagement Award 
jayne Clough – Clerical Assistant, health 
and social Care

CsU lifetime Achievement Award 
Margaret Conde – Cleaner, Facilities

Most nominated Faculty 
Arts and Media 
This attracted 98 nominations.

Becky Lees, CSU Vice-President - Chester; Pete Mercer, NUS Vice-President (Welfare); Katie Badman, 
CSU President (all far left) and Roberta Micci, CSU Vice-President 2012/13- Warrington (far right); 
winners Dr Neil Pickles; Jayne Clough; Brendan O’Sullivan; Alan Summers and Heidi Spring-Jones.
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Education and industry unite 
at new University site
A world-class centre of excellence in Ellesmere 
Port, Cheshire, will remain at the forefront of 
scientific research and development as the 
University of Chester has acquired the Shell 
Technology Centre, Thornton.

As one of the biggest public/private sector 
collaborations the county has seen in recent 
years, the move will acknowledge almost 
75 years of advanced research undertaken 
by Shell. This considerable legacy will now 
be applied by the University to continue to 
promote and progress research and innovation 
at the site, which is worth up to £240 million.    

The site, which will be known as Thornton 
Science Park, will house the University’s eighth 
faculty – that of Engineering and Technology 
- and could bring up to 2,000 jobs to the 
region over the next five years. The University 

has already attracted £22 million in external 
funding to support its new venture.

With over 1,100,000 square feet of space 
in 48 buildings, the site is the most substantial 
acquisition in the University’s history. As well 
as offering teaching space and laboratories, 
some of the buildings will accommodate 
pre-start and high growth small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) from the environment, 
engineering, advanced manufacturing and 
automotive sectors, offering 22 ‘incubator’ 
spaces on site to access specialist knowledge, 
expertise, facilities and equipment.

As a registered charity, the University will 
take legal ownership of the 66-acre site through 
a ‘gifting’ agreement with Shell, which is 
currently relocating its operations to a number 
of other premises in the UK and overseas. 

The Campus will be designed specifically 
to take forward the Government’s stated aims 
of addressing national skills shortages in the 
science and technology markets. 

Thornton will appeal to anyone wishing 
to study engineering locally, with future 
employment or career development in the 
region’s manufacturing industries in mind.

New subjects will include:
• Geotechnical engineering. Nationally, there 

is a shortfall in well-qualified geosciences 
staff. The North West has almost 20% of the 
brownfield land awaiting redevelopment in 
the English regions, with issues associated 
with the impact of industrial history, such as 
subsidence and land contamination. Flood 
risk due to climate change is also a concern 
for many of the region’s properties and the 
North West has an increasingly prominent 
role to play in securing UK energy needs of 
the next decade. Such local considerations 
will form part of the students’ syllabus.

• Mechanical engineering. Established 
and emerging industries relating to 
areas as diverse as vehicle design and 
renewable energy and sustainability use 
the latest computer-aided systems to 
design innovative solutions to engineering 
problems. At Thornton, students will learn 
skills and knowledge which is directly 
applicable to these areas.

• electronic/electrical engineering. This will 
teach students how to meet the challenge 
of finding technical solutions for a new 
generation of high performance products 
and services, such as power systems and  
IT devices.

• Chemical engineering. A consortium of 
companies who are major recruiters in 
this field (the highest paid engineering 
discipline) has worked with the University 
to develop this programme, which will use 
Thornton’s world class facilities for problem-
based learning. Students will be taught how 
to develop processes to turn raw materials 
into useful products such as fuels, plastics, 
foods and medicines.

Part of the 66-acre site at Thornton, Ellesmere Port. 

One of the laboratories which will be 
used by future Engineering students.The site has ready-made spaces which will be used for Mechanical Engineering.
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£1 million to re-start  
hydro-electricity project 
An exciting project which could bring hydro-
electric power back to Chester a century after 
the revolutionary arrival of water-sourced 
energy to the city has been awarded £1 
million to help get it flowing.

The University of Chester has been 
awarded a grant from the Higher Education 
Funding Council for England’s (HEFCE) 
Revolving Green Fund towards the Chester 
Weir Hydro-electric project – a partnership 
scheme with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council which aims to return the Grade 
II-listed Dee pumping station to its original 
function as a hydro-electric station.

Situated at Chester Weir, next to the Old 
Dee Bridge, the facility supplied the city with 
water-generated electricity for almost 40 
years from 1913.

Its current function as a water pumping 
station is due to be decommissioned in April 
2015 and discussions to explore whether it 
could be returned to its original purpose have 
been taking place for some time.

The University and Cheshire West 
and Chester Council (CWaC) are already 
talking with environmental organisations, 
including the Environment Agency, and work 
is underway to begin a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment which will look at effects 
on noise, vibration and bio-diversity.

Once feedback has been received and a 
final scheme designed a full consultation will 
begin, working closely with those who have 
expressed an interest so far and wider afield. 

Alice Elliott, Sustainability Manager 
at the University and its Project Lead for 
the proposed scheme, anticipates that the 
project would not only create energy to 
power the Riverside Campus, with spare 
capacity being absorbed by the National 
Grid, but will help the University to reduce 
its carbon dioxide emissions by around 12%. 
It also has the potential to provide a wide 
range of social, economic and environmental 
benefits for the wider community and CWaC.

She said: “This is a unique opportunity to 

have a positive impact on river conservation 
and tap into an abundant local source of 
renewable energy, thereby reducing our 
reliance on fossil fuels as a community. 
That energy will also create real benefits for 
the community by potentially generating a 
financial return that is open for anyone to 
invest in.”

Members of the public can pledge 
provisional support for this initiative through 
Abundance – the UK's first regulated crowd-
funding platform enabling anyone to invest 
in UK renewable energy projects, such solar, 
wind, hydro and biomass. 

Alice added: “It is free to sign-up and 
pledge your support and, should the project 
go ahead, there is no obligation to take-part if 
it opens to community investment. However, 
this is a great way to gain a return on as little 
as £5 investment and could revolutionise the 
energy and finance systems – bringing back 
power to the people.”

Visit www.bit.ly/ChesterHydro to learn more.

The proposed revival of the hydro-electric power plant. 
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Four decades of building
I took these two photographs from the 
same position on top of the Price Tower 
block 39 years apart – one in June 1975, the 
other this summer. They span my 41 year 
career at this institution and dramatically 
illustrate the physical growth and change as 
Chester College of Education became the 
University of Chester.  Living through them, 
these changes seemed gradual, almost 
imperceptible, like the growth of one’s 
own children; an evolution rather than a 
revolution. It’s only when they are frozen in 
time like this that the extent of the change 
becomes clear.

In the earlier picture we see an open 
campus, largely given over to sports fields, 
mainly for rugby union in which the College 
then had a national reputation. Most of the 
existing College buildings were behind me 
as I took the picture. On the embankment 
beyond the rugby pitches - now a cycleway 

- goods trains occasionally clanked towards 
John Summers’ steelworks at Shotton, just 
visible in the left far distance. The College 
had about 800 students and, under threat 
of closure, was starting its long progress 
from a “teacher training” institution 
towards university status. As you can see, 
there were no parking problems.

In the second picture the same view 
shows part of one campus of a large and 
growing university. Some buildings still 
remain from the 1970s, most obviously 
Gladstone Hall (now Small Hall) and the 
Catherine, Margaret and Alexandra student 
hostels.  The biggest single change to the 
open aspect of the Campus has occurred in 
the last year with the construction of the 
new student residence block. The green 
fields have gone and there will be less need 
for lawnmowers on the campus in future! 
Most of this development has been in 

response to immediate need. In 1987, the 
College commissioned a Master Plan to 
guide its development; almost none of the 
buildings that have appeared in the 25 years 
since then were envisaged in that Plan!

No doubt the process of change will 
continue, even though the open space 
for development is fast running out. A 
new Food Innovation Centre is being built 
behind the houses on Parkgate Road. 
The Tower now has modern cladding 
to hide its 1960s concrete and sports a 
proud “University of Chester” sign. It’s a 
sobering thought for me that the “New 
Sports Pavilion” built some years after I 
arrived here has already been demolished, 
replaced by the current Students’ Union. 
However, I can indulge my nostalgia by 
walking through a little used area under 
Old College that remains a “time capsule” 
from the 1980s. If the University keeps to 
its traditions, in years to come there will be 
a “Wheeler Building”. I wonder where and 
what it will be?

David Evans

Dedicated scientist retires
At the end of August, after 41 years at the 
Chester Campus, David Evans, Head of 
Clinical Sciences, retired. 

David joined Chester College in April 
1972, training science teachers and 
supervising school practice. 

Later he helped establish the Health and 
Community Studies programme on which he 
taught, and worked for almost 10 years as 
the European Development Officer. In 2011, 
just as he was contemplating retirement, 

he was asked to take over the management 
of the Clinical Sciences and Nutrition 
Department. Although this was a temporary 
arrangement, the post took him through to 
retirement. 

David plans to spend his retirement 
contributing more to the local voluntary 
groups with which he is involved. He would 
also like to brush up on his languages as he 
hopes to travel more.

We wish him a very happy retirement!

View of the College Campus in 1975, taken from the top of the Price Tower. The same view taken just before David retired this summer.

David Evans (right) with the University's 
Vice Chancellor, Tim Wheeler.



Best Modern University and  
Best Students’ Union in the region
The new academic year got off to a fantastic 
start with the University achieving its highest 
scores to date in two prestigious league tables.

The Times and The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2014 ranked the institution 
joint 52nd in the UK, making it the not only 
the Best Modern University in the region and 
third best in the country, but also the top 
Cathedrals’ Group institution in the UK. 

The University’s new position marks a 
seven-place rise from its position last year, 
and comes a month after the institution 
ranked second in the region after scoring 88% 
overall satisfaction in the National Student 
Survey (NSS) – its highest rating to date, with 
Chester Students’ Union named the best in 
the North West. 

Individual subjects have excelled at 
national level among the 154 UK higher 
education institutions surveyed, with 34 
(out of 38) in the top 50. 

The following subjects are in the 
top 10: Nutrition (joint 1st); Human 
and Social Geography (joint 1st); Media 
Studies (joint 2nd); Psychology; Tourism, 
Transport and Travel; Imaginative 
Writing; Others in Social Studies; 
Journalism; Archaeology; Sports Science; 
English Studies.

The top 20 includes:  
Animal Science; Publicity Studies; 
Academic Studies in Education; 
Accounting; Marketing; Theology & 
Religious Studies.
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New University halls welcome first students
There were some emotional farewells to 
family at the start of the academic year, but 
the city’s newest residents settled into student 
life as the first to move into the University of 
Chester’s two new halls of residence.

In response to the need to offer the 
most attractive facilities to keep ahead of the 
competition, the University has invested £22 
million in an ambitious and comprehensive 
programme to update and upgrade its estate.

This has included buying the former 
Travelodge hotel – now re-named Sumner 
House after one of the University’s founders, 
John Sumner – which is conveniently situated 
between the city centre and the University’s 
Main Campus on Parkgate Road, where it 

has also constructed a 
purpose-built residential 
block, creating a total of 
360 additional rooms.

Grosvenor House, 
an architect-designed 
structure at the heart 
of the Main Campus 
provides 202 en-suite, 
self-catering studios 
across three blocks, which 
are situated between the 
sports pitches and the 
Seaborne Library.

Eight of these rooms 
are for students with disabilities, with height-
adjustable surfaces and en-suite wet rooms 
and all floors are accessible by lift.

The ground floor has a secure bike store, 
laundrette, storage for recycling bins and 
two separate changing rooms, which can be 
used for male/female or home/away fixtures. 
There is also a student common room, with 
audio-visual equipment and the building is 
completely wi-fi enabled.

In addition, Fisher and Astbury halls of 
residence at Chester and the exisiting halls 
at the University’s Warrington Campus have 
been refurbished, to bring them up to a 
similar standard.

Professor Tim Wheeler, the University’s 
Vice-Chancellor, said: “This summer has seen 

the most extensive schedule of improvements 
to the University’s properties in its history and 
despite punishing deadlines everything was 
ready for the first years in September.”

Added Katie Badman, Chester Students’ 
Union President: “The new accommodation is 
just what students want – close to everything 
that the campus and the city have to offer and 
with all mod cons. 

“The feedback we are getting is fantastic. 
Our new students love where they live and 
have already become very attached to the city. 
As well as taking part in organised activities on 
campus during their first week, many students 
have been taking advantage of the great 
shopping which Chester has to offer and have 
been coming back armed with carrier bags!” 

All of the rooms in Grosvenor House are equipped with large, en-
suite bathrooms, fitted kitchens, built-in wardrobes, a desk and 
bookcase and queen-sized bed with storage underneath.

View of the sports pitches from  
Grosvenor House.

(From L-r) CSU Vice-President (Welfare) Becky 
Lees, University Vice Chancellor, Tim Wheeler and 
CSU President, Katie Badman are ecstatic at the 
excellent league table results.



Taking on the ‘Mighty 
Mississippi’ for charity
A lecturer, who cycled across the US four years 
ago for charity, tested his body again in the States 
over the summer – this time paddling the 2,500 
miles of the Mississippi River.

Wayne O’Brien, a Senior Lecturer in Television 
Production who has worked at the University’s 
Warrington Campus for 10 years, kayaked the full 
length of the River from its source at Lake Itasca, 
Minnesota, to its end in Louisiana and the Gulf  
of Mexico. 

His epic journey which took 60 days, took 
him through 10 states, facing gale force winds, 
torrential rain and thunderstorms, and swarms 
of hungry mosquitoes in order to raise thousands 
of pounds for Help for Heroes, the charity for 
wounded and injured servicemen and women.

This was the second time Wayne has raised 
funds for Help for Heroes. In 2009 he cycled 
5,500 miles from San Francisco to New York, 
flew to Gibraltar and continued through Spain 
and France back to Warrington, to raise £5,000 
for that charity and the Tim Parry Jonathan Ball 
Foundation for Peace. 

The father-of-two, from Padgate, who 
practiced on the Rivers Mersey, Weaver and 
Goyt and the Bridgewater Canal, used a NATO-
specification folding canvas and wood kayak for 
his epic solo trip and camped in a tent along the 
route as he went.

He said: “The worst elements were the heat – 
it reached over 100 degrees Fahrenheit –and the 

mosquitoes, they were horrendous. I 
was bitten all over my body. 

“I was paddling for 10 hours a 
day, which made me worn out by the 
evening. I nearly died twice on the 
river; it was so dangerous. 

“On one occasion I had my 
passport thrown into the river by 
someone who had meddled with my 
boat while I was sleeping.  Luckily it 
floated to a nearby pond and stayed 
there for the night. I dried it out as much 
as I could but was obviously questioned 
about its condition when I went through 
the airport to travel home!

“Despite the difficult conditions and the 
enormity of the challenge I really enjoyed 
the experience. The people I met on the 
journey were fantastic. The hospitality 
shown by everyone I met was incredible and 
heartwarming. It certainly made up for the 
difficult parts of the trip. 

“I will do another challenge, but 
probably not until next year or the year 
after. I would like to travel my route down 
the Mississippi on the road, probably on a 
Vespa scooter, visiting the people I met on 
my kayaking challenge. I also fancy flying 
for my next big challenge, probably in a 
microlight aircraft and for some reason 
Australia springs to mind.”

Accommodation for most of the trip.

Wayne practices on the Bridgewater canal  

prior to the challenge.
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Community pays tribute  
to University’s success
Hundreds of people from all aspects 
of community life came together in 
September to mark the achievements 
of the University with an evening of 
congratulations, hospitality and multi-
cultural entertainment.

The event, held at the University’s 
Riverside Innovation Centre, was the 
brainchild of Abdun Noor, Chair of the 
Cheshire Asian and Minority Communities 
Council (CAMCC) and Elizabeth Bott MBE, 
one of the organisation’s founder members.

Approximately 300 guests 
attended, including councillors, 
community and cultural leaders; 
Cheshire’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner; principals of other 
educational institutions; members 
of the business community; and 
University staff and students. 

After a series of speeches, the 
audience watched displays of Indian 
dance and song, Chinese, Spanish and 
Middle-Eastern dancing and Tai Chi. 

The audience were treated to a display of 
traditional dancing from different countries.

feature
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Alumni help to bring  
Chester Mystery Plays to life

It was 2000 years in the making and five years since the 
last production, but the 2013 internationally- renowned 
Chester Mystery Plays opened this summer, performed in the 
magnificent nave of Chester Cathedral.

The medieval plays, which were originally written by 
Benedictine monks at the Abbey of St Werburgh (now Chester 
Cathedral) in the 14th-century, tell stories from the Bible. 
Adapted by playwright Stephanie Dale, the 2013 performance 
was brought up to date with a special Chester twist which 
included references to the River Dee, Chester Races and Blacon!  

The cast included more than 300 local people including 
University alumni, school children, a choir and musicians.

Computer Science alumni Gareth Rainsforth and David 
Carter, assisted Computer Science Lecturer and alumnus Andy 
Davies with the accompanying visuals for the performance as 
part of The Harlequin Project. This Chester-based initiative was  
formed in collaboration with the University’s Department of 
Computer Science, consisting of University staff, Multimedia 
Technologies graduates and students.

Due to the success of the Chester performances which ran 
for two-and-a-half weeks in June, the production was also being 
staged at Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral in October.

Alumni funds enable 
students to support Team GB
Thanks to the generosity of the University’s former and students and staff, 
two current Sport and Exercise Sciences students were able to provide vital 
performance analysis (PA) support to members of the GB Handball team in 
their European qualifying matches earlier this year.

Marc Flynn and Christopher Connelly, two students who completed 
their MSc Performance Analysis this summer, were the first recipients of the 
Cestrian Alumni Award, funded by the Alumni Association at the University.

Following an internship with England Handball, the pair were approached 
by Team GB’s Head Coach, Bill Baillie and asked to provide the support at the 
qualifying matches against Italy and Greece. The students each received £350 
from the Alumni Association Executive Committee, to help fund their travel 
and accommodation expenses during the week- long trip.

The performance analysis provided by Marc and Chris provided statistics 
for the GB team and individual players in an attempt to highlight general 
performance tendencies as well as strengths, weaknesses of the GB team and 
the opposition.  

Chris, 27, from Prenton, Wirral said: “This experience helped us both 
develop as performance analysts, giving us invaluable applied experience 
working with an international elite level Olympic team. This is turn 
has enhanced our CVs no end, which is imperative when applying for 
performance analysis jobs. In fact due to the work I have carried out with 
England Handball and this experience with GB Handball, I was recommended 
for a job with the Paralympic sport UK Goalball. Following trips to Poland 
and Sweden I was 
offered work as lead 
performance analyst 
with the sport and 
I am now preparing 
to provide PA 
support in upcoming 
tournaments in 
Moscow, Sweden 
and the European 
Championships in 
Turkey.

“It really was 
great to be the first 
students to receive 
the award and I hope the experiences that Marc and I had are just the first in 
a long line of potential opportunities for present and future students.” 

This year is the first year that the Alumni Executive Committee has 
offered two awards of up to £500 each to current students or staff, individuals 
or a team, requiring financial assistance with sporting activities at a high level 
(eg national or international representation).

Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development Manager at the University, 
said: “Marc and Chris applied for one award of £500 to share between them, 
however when the approval committee reviewed their application, they 
decided to award the pair an extra £100 each as they felt that the initial 
application of £250 each would not be sufficient to cover their expenses 
for the week-long trip. “I am thrilled to learn that the generosity of the 
institution’s alumni has played a part in helping Marc and Chris along their 
career paths.”

More information about The Cestrian Alumni Award and how to apply 
can be found here: http://www.chester.ac.uk/campus-life/student-welfare-
money-matters/other-funding

Promotional image for the production taken by alumnus  
Gareth Rainsforth.

Photograph taken by Neil Kendall.

Marc Flynn (left) and Christopher Connelly 
(right) with Stan France (middle), Registrar of 
the Alumni Association.
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Student obituaries
Donald Higginbotham (1948)
With great sadness I report the death of our 
dear friend and colleague.  He was a gentle, 
unassuming man, with a twinkling sense of 
humour, qualities which endeared him to all 
who knew him. Always accompanied by his 
wife Barbara, he was a faithful member of our 
reunion group over many years, and the couple 
greatly enlivened our meetings.

After leaving College, and surviving 
National Service, Don started his career at 
Clifton School in Greater Manchester, where 
he became Deputy Head. His first Headship 
was Hollins Green Church of England School, 
near Warrington. In 1965, he went to Dulverton 
on Exmoor, and in 1968 the family moved to 
Cheddar where he served as a much respected 
head teacher for 20 years.

In retirement he resumed his love of 
carpentry and woodturning, at which he was 
a skilled craftsman.  Don and Barbara travelled 
widely, and frequently visited their son 
Andrew and his family in Australia, until health 
problems prevented air travel. 

Don is survived by his dear wife Barbara 
and sons Andrew and Mark. He will be greatly 
missed by them and his grandchildren, and also 
by the local community which he had served so 
well. For myself, it was a privilege and pleasure 
to have known him.

david lewis 
*Donald passed away in the autumn of 2012, 
but The Cestrian was already in print for spring 
2013 when the University was notified.

Derek Walsh (1948)
Derek was born on October 17, 1928, attended 
school in Garston, Merseyside and studied 
teaching at the then Chester College from 
1946. After this he worked as a teacher for two 
months in Dingle.

In 1948, National Service loomed and he was 
sent to a police unit in the Hampshire Regiment, 
on special duties patrolling ports in London, 
Southampton, Liverpool and Harwich until 1950.

He taught for eight years at Wellington 
Road School and this was where he met his 
future wife, Helen, also a teacher there. They 
married on January 24, 1953 at St Philip’s 
Church in Bootle and celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary this January.   

For four years, Derek taught at Woolton 
County Primary School, followed by a period at 
Halsall Church of England School in Ormskirk, a 
headship at Stalmine across the River Wyre and 
Whitefield School in 1968 where he stayed for 

20 years until retirement. 
Derek was a member of the Freemasons 

for 60 years and outside Masonry his interests 
were considerable, including volunteering for 
the National Trust as a steward and guide at 
Speke Hall, acting as Treasurer for Whitefield 
Royal National Lifeboat Institute and being 
former President of the Prestwich and 
Whitefield Rotary Club.

He was a choirboy at Garston Parish 
Church and continued in the choir until he was 
married. More recently he was a sidesman at 
All Saints Parish Church in Stand, Whitefield, 
and helped at the many open days there. Derek 
was an avid philatelist with a particular interest 
in British and Commonwealth stamps, new 
issues and first day covers. Derek was a long 
serving member of the University of Chester’s 
Alumni Executive Committee. His contribution 
and presence at Alumni Association meetings 
and gatherings will be missed.

Sadly, Derek’s wife Helen passed away just 
days after his death, after losing her battle with 
cancer. They leave behind their son Ian.

Jack Land (1948)
Jack Land, much loved by all members of his 
year, died in hospital in early September 2013. 
He had been in failing health for some time 
and was latterly confined to a wheelchair.

He will be greatly missed by his loving wife, 
Barbara, who had cared for him throughout his 
illness, his daughter Suzanne and son Michael.

He will be remembered as a pleasant, 
good-natured colleague, who spread happiness 
wherever he went. He enjoyed rowing and with 
his teammates, spent many hours in training, 
rowing up to Eccleston Ferry several time a 
week. He was an excellent oarsman, and rowed 
in the College First Eight in the Head of the River 
race in 1948; being the puny one, I was the cox!

I met Jack on the first day at College when we 
were allocated adjoining cubicles in Bottom John. 
We ate at the same table in the Refectory, where 
his digestive system was honed to perfection by 
a healthy appetite; his nickname, the Gannet was 
more than apt! We remained close friends and 
kept in touch through all the years.

When he left College for National Service, 
he entered the army and served in the Army’ 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
(REME) at Salisbury Plain. On discharge, with 
teaching posts difficult to find, he became an 
estate agent. Some years later he taught at 
a school in Southport, became Deputy Head 
in Kirby, then Head at Halewood, then finally, 
Head at Lydiate, where he served for 17 years 
until his retirement. It was a pleasure and a 
privilege to have known him.

david lewis

Alan Norman Smith (1951)  
Alan, one of my closest friends at Chester, 
died peacefully on May 3, 2013 aged 83. He 
was a talented sportsman, as, Captain of the 
Soccer 1st XI during our second year and 
representing the College at tennis and cricket. 

He was our “Postman” and a Guild Councillor, 
also the scrupulous distributor of the butter 
and sugar rations for our dining table. Key 
words about him from those who knew him 
well were integrity, honesty and modesty, plus 
a self-deprecating and dry sense of humour. 

Alan’s educational career covered the 
whole range of posts from nursery to university 
lecturing. He first taught at Disley Primary 
School, Cheshire. After studying for BSc (Econ) 
he taught at his own old school, Stockport 
Grammar. Enjoying academic study he gained 
an M Ed at Manchester in 1962. He then 
became a lecturer in Education at Hereford 
Teacher Training College. Subsequently he was 
appointed Principal Lecturer in Education at 
Ponteland Teacher Training College and moved 
to live in Morpeth, Northumberland.

After Ponteland closed, Alan became Head 
of Delaval Junior School in Newcastle. He took 
early retirement after suffering a cerebral 
haemorrhage aged 54. However, when asked 
by the University of Newcastle’s Education 
Department to lecture part-time he soldiered 
on for two more years.  

During his retirement he was fit enough 
to walk The Dales Way, The Coast to Coast 
and many others. He played golf and wrote 
short stories of his early life. In 2006/7 he was 
President of Morpeth Rotary. 

Despite a stroke in 2008, he celebrated his 
Diamond Wedding in April 2012. He is survived by 
his wife Enid and four children, the eldest Gillian 
having studied at Chester; nine grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. Chester should be proud 
of Alan’s significant contribution to the education 
of many young people.

Geoff Griffiths

Roy Challinor (1956)
My younger brother, Roy, died in hospital in 
Surrey on June 2, 2013, at the age of 81. He 
was suffering with pneumonia following a fall 
at home. The funeral service was attended by 
family and friends at Aldershot Crematorium.

He is survived by his daughter Janis, son-in-
law, Tim, two grandchildren, a great grandchild, 
and four brothers. His wife, Pat, whom he met 
in Chester, sadly pre-deceased him some eight 
years ago.

Roy and I grew up together in Middlewich, 
Cheshire, attending the same schools and 
college. We learnt to play rugby at Sandbach 
School and eventually played together in the 
First 15; in later years we met frequently at 
Twickenham for internationals and sevens. 

We both served in the armed forces. I was 
doing national service in the RAF at St Athan, 
South Wales, when I received the offer of a place 
at Chester College for September 1949. This 
was the same year that Roy, typically, had taken 
matters into his own hands and was volunteered 
for the army, enlisting in the Royal Artillery.

Having transferred to the Royal Army 
Education Corps (RAEC) in 1951, Roy could 
apply to study teacher training at Chester, 
where he enrolled in 1954. On qualifying he 

The University was saddened 
to receive the following 
obituaries this year:
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took up a post at Hugh Clopton School in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, before being accepted 
for officer training at Eaton Hall, where he was 
awarded his commission as 2nd Lieutenant in 
December 1957, and re-joined the RAEC.

During his army career, Roy saw overseas 
service in Hong Kong, Bahrain and West 
Germany, attaining the rank of Major and 
retiring from the army in 1972 after 21 years’ 
service. He then took up full-time teaching at 
Farnham Heath End School, until his retirement 
from teaching in the mid-1980s.

Roy is very much missed by his friends and 
family.

Ken Challinor (1951)

Sulaiman Mutawa (1956)
Some years after returning to his native 
Kuwait, Sulaiman was appointed Head of 
a Secondary School. After a few years, he 
resigned and joined the Kuwait Oil Company 
eventually becoming the Director.

His next move upwards was joining the 
Kuwait Government as Minister of Planning, 
a post he held at the time of the first Iraqi 
war. His son was killed by the Iraqis, his wife 
escaped, disguised as a boy, and Sulaiman 
owed his life to a Bedouin who found him in the 
desert and hid him until the end of the conflict.

During his latter years he set up an 
economic and management consultancy. 
His ambition, sadly never achieved, was to 
establish a technical university.

Sulaiman had a flat overlooking Lords 
Crickets Ground and over the years made 
several visits to Britain. It was a pleasure to see 
him at our 40th and 50th Reunions. He rang 
me last March to say that he would be in Great 
Britain during the summer and hoped we could 
meet. It was not to be. He had cancer and died 
in July. Hundreds lined the route of his funeral 
cortege paying their last respects to a much 
loved and respected fellow countryman. 

brian Mcdermott

Ian Morris  (Mid-Year 1958-1959)  
Ian died peacefully with his family around him 
on April 24, 2013.

He grew up on the Wirral and attended 
school there where he became a keen and 
talented soccer player, good enough to play 
professionally. 

He joined the Mid-Year (1958/59) at 
Chester College, his specialist subjects being 
Geography and English. He then married Mary, 
a nurse at Chester Royal Infirmary, in 1962.

After leaving Chester, his first appointment 
was at Kirkland Secondary Modern School, 
Birkenhead, then Fender Secondary School in 
Pensby. He became Deputy Head of Down Hall 
County Primary School at Rayleigh, Essex, then 
took Headship of Glebelands Primary School 
in Sale. 

In 1975, Ian moved to the Isle of Wight as 
Head of Node Hill Middle School, turning round 
what was described as “a mediocre school” 
to an outstanding one. Ian’s motto: ‘All Can 

Achieve Excellence' became embedded in the 
school ethos. He retired in 1998.

For Ian, life was measured in how many 
activities he could pack into a day, and how 
much he could achieve in a year. He never 
stopped learning and had two degrees. He 
played the guitar and was an avid reader. 

He played cricket, archery, target shooting 
and loved sailing and dinghy racing. He 
belonged to the Royal Victoria Yacht Club in 
Fishbourne and with Mary would sail their 
cruiser down to Devon for holiday breaks. 

After he gave up sailing, Ian decided to 
play golf. He liked to watch football and was a 
lifelong Liverpool supporter.

Ian will be remembered for his wicked 
sense of fun and humour. He loved to tease 
and to prick pomposity but in a way that never 
gave offence. Never a pushy extrovert, he had 
the happy ability to show genuine interest in 
others. He exuded a quiet charm and an air of 
dependability. His character was such that he 
left us with the feeling that his going was too 
soon - for he was someone with much more to 
do and much more to give.

rod hunt

Barrie Morgan (1966) 
With great sadness I report the death of my 
good friend Barrie Morgan on March 12.  
Barrie was one of “our group” at Chester 
College from 1963 to 1966 and probably 
unique in our year, teaching at the same 
school, Smestow School, Wolverhampton 
throughout his 46 years career. 

Barrie was a dedicated and thoroughly 
professional teacher, totally committed to his 
students. He was incredibly ambitious, but 
focused on his students, not for money or 
position. He believed in the notions of integrity, 
self-sacrifice and service to others. 

From humble teacher at Smestow in 1966 
he rose to take on many challenges, including 
Head of Physics, Head of Key Stage Four, 
Careers, Work Experience Co-ordinator, UCAS 
Co-ordinator.  

His concept of the role of a teacher 
also extended far beyond the classroom 
to encompass hill walking in Wales, chess 
clubs, football teams and community service. 
He knew the names and histories of all the 
students that he ever taught and frequently, 
when past students returned to Smestow as 
parents they would seek out Mr Morgan to 
reminisce. 

He actually taught children, of the children, 
of the children that he first taught. He reveled 
in the success of each student in their later life.  

Barrie was a family man to the core, always 
there for Gill, Edward, Kate and Nick. He was 
very proud of the achievements of his children 
and his grandson Rowan, and he would have 
been so delighted with his beloved Crewe 
Alexandra winning the Football League Trophy 
this year.  To say he was a Smestow legend 
would be an understatement.

david Carmichael

Gordon Tarran (1970)
Mrs Tarran of Rochdale has asked us if we 
would advise friends of Gordon Tarran (1967-
70) that he has sadly passed away.

Mickey Griffiths (1973)
 Mickey was one of the first people I met at 
Chester College in September 1970 and we 
became firm friends.

A top-class fly-half from South Wales, 
Mickey was Captain of Rugby for the 1972-73 
season and represented British Colleges on 
several occasions while at Chester. On leaving 
College he went to play for Stade Toulouse, a 
top club then, as now. Held in high regard, as a 
man as well as a player, the French club sent a 
floral tribute to his funeral.

On his return to England he taught in 
London before working with Johnson and 
Johnson in Bristol. His links with Tenby proved 
irresistible however, and he moved back 
home to run the Trafalgar Café just outside 
the town walls. A return to maths teaching 
followed with posts in Tenby, Llanelli and finally 
Haverfordwest. His coaching skills were put to 
good use in South West Wales in both club and 
schools' rugby.

Mickey kept in touch with a wide circle of 
friends and instigated an annual fun-filled rugby 
reunion in Chester, always on a Six Nations 
weekend in March, a tradition set to continue.

His funeral in Tenby was a fittingly joyful 
celebration of a life fully lived, with friends from 
near and far assembling in support of his wife 
Cathy and children Sian and Aled.

Carol Cain née dickinson 

Sylvia Phillips (1973)
Our daughter Sylvia died, after a long battle 
with cancer on November 22, 2012.

During her time at Chester, she was an 
Organ Scholar and when she became a school 
teacher she was always involved with music, 
both teaching piano and training the school choir. 
She was at first Assistant Organist at her church 
in Billericay and then Organist. She played at 
weddings and funerals at a number of churches 
in this area, as well as looking after a choir in 
Basildon. She never married. She was very 
involved with the Royal Institution For The Deaf 
locally and became an expert in sign language.

She lived a very full life, being involved in 
many other activities and carried on right up to 
the last weeks of her 18-month illness. It really 
was a relief when her suffering was finally over. 

Muriel and Cyril Phillips.

Margaret Laura Lightfoot (2001)
Margaret graduated from Chester College 
in 2001, at the age of 77, having studied 
Landscape, Heritage and Society. She did this 
quite amazingly, five years before falling victim 
to the grips of dementia in 2006.

Sadly, she passed away on the evening 
of February 10, 2013 and was laid to rest, 
alongside her late husband, Harry Lightfoot, in 
Christleton, Chester. 
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As well as history, Margaret had a passion 

for horticulture. This was perhaps not shared 
by some of her grandchildren who were often 
set to task weeding her garden, while Margret 
provided a full history of every flora and 
fauna that occupied it. As Margaret’s young 
gardeners, the fight was on to walk her dog 
instead of attending to the weeds. 

Living just off Liverpool Road, Margaret 
relished in the history of the old Roman city 
in which she lived.  She had an amazing talent 
for holding knowledge and asked anything 
about the city’s history, she’d soon give you the 
answer. It was no surprise then that she went 
on to study these subjects formally and would 
choose her local Higher Education Institution, 
Chester College, to achieve this.

Named Granchester (as she was our Gran 
and lived in Chester), I hold the 89 years she 
lived, the years she gave to adding to the 
history of Chester and the time she gave to 
University, close to my heart. Rest in peace 
Margaret Lightfoot/ Granchester. 

helen Mary webster (Granddaughter)

Staff obituaries

Thomas Edward Cross JP BA 
(1968 – 1985)
Thomas Edward Cross was born in Woolton 
village, Liverpool in 1925. He left school at 16 
and worked for the police until he was 17 and 
a half, leaving to join the Coldstream Guards. 
He was posted to Chequers as one of the men 
guarding Winston Churchill. 

At 18, he became an officer cadet, was 
selected to join a Ghurka regiment and duly 
sailed for India. After demobilisation he began 
teacher training at Chester College in 1948. We 
married on October 21, 1950 and lived very 
happily in Tattenhall, Cheshire, where he taught 
in the village school for 18 months. 

In 1952, we left for Gibraltar. Tom worked 
in the Naval Dockyard Apprentices College, 
teaching local and English students. He 
conducted inter-forces quiz shows and read late 
night stories on the radio for all the servicemen. 
He also started the Dockyard players’ amateur 
dramatics society. After a short break at home, 
we lived in Hong Kong for 10 and a half years. 
Tom taught English and Drama at the Army 
school in Tsim-Tsat-Sui. 

Tom was promoted several times ending 
as a Deputy Head Master. Over the years, Tom 
worked for a local radio station and the BBC 
Overseas, interviewing many of the interesting 
people who came to Hong Kong.

In 1968 he joined the staff of Chester 
College. Here he stayed until retirement in 
1986. He acted as Year Secretary, and later 
as Editor of The Collegian. He was Treasurer 
and Registrar of the College Association for 12 
years. He became a Justice of the Peace, later 
to become Chairman of the bench. 

After retirement, we moved to Audlem. We 
have two sons and five delightful grandchildren.

When we were 80, we moved to Horsham, 
West Sussex. It was here in Worthing Hospital 
after a short illness that sadly Tom passed away 
in his sleep on July 7, 2013.

betty Cross

Dr JT ‘Tom’ Driver (1967-1983)
Dr JT Driver died at the Hospice of the Good 
Shepherd, Backford, on March 3, 2013 at the 
age of 88. He joined Chester College as a Senior 
Lecturer in History in 1967 and took early 
retirement in 1983, but continued until quite 
recently to teach part-time for the Department 
of Continuing Education, University of Liverpool.

A native of Southport, Dr Driver was 
educated at Audenshaw Grammar School 
and the Universities of Liverpool and Oxford. 
After a short time as an archivist in Coventry 
he taught in a Worcestershire boarding school 
and at Lancashire and Cheshire grammar 
schools before taking up his appointment at the 
College. He moved into his house, in Abbots 
Grange on the opposite side of Parkgate Road, 
on the same day that the foundation stone was 
laid for the Tower block which was destined to 
blight his view! 

He will be remembered by a succession 
of History students as a most effective and 
engaging teacher, and eager conductor of 
field visits. He covered a wide range of topics 
but was at his most enthusiastic with local 
history, architecture (especially ecclesiastical 
architecture) and – above all – Lancastrian, 
Yorkist and early Tudor England. His book on 
Cheshire in the Later Middle Ages, published in 
1971, has been described as ‘a gem of its kind’. 
He later gained a PhD from the University of 
Liverpool on the parliament of 1472-75 and in 
his retirement published a series of articles on 
the careers of notable 15th-century figures.

Dr Driver also served the College in 
various ways, including as a hostel tutor and 
as Honorary Archivist, overseeing in 1970 the 
deposit in Chester City Record Office of all 
surviving material since the early-Victorian 
foundation. He was also active in local societies, 
especially Chester Archaeological Society of 
which he was at different times Secretary, 
Vice-Chairman and Vice-President. He will 
be remembered as a man of great personal 
kindness and generosity, with a delightful sense 
of humour, and as a scholar and teacher who 
enriched the study of History within the College 
and beyond.

Professor Graeme white

Dr Ruth Etchells (1963-1968)
Ruth Etchells started as a Lecturer at Chester 
College in 1963, while my husband David and I 
were students.

Born on April 17, 1931, Dorothea Ruth 
Etchells was brought up in Barrow-in-Furness, 
where her father was the Congregational 
Minister. She went from the Merchant Taylor’s 

School for Girls in Crosby, Liverpool, to the 
University of Liverpool, gaining an MA in 
English. From 1959 to 1963 she was Head of 
English at Aigburth Vale High School, Liverpool. 
She spent the next five years at Chester College, 
finally as Resident Tutor. 

We both came into contact with her, 
David as a student in her English tutorials and 
as there were only 30 “girls” at that time, she 
was Personal Tutor to this select group. Ruth 
Etchells began her long association with Durham 
University in 1968, as Resident Tutor and part-
time English Lecturer at Trevelyan College. 

From 1979-1988 she was  Principal of St 
John’s College, Cranmer Hall, Durham, the first lay 
person and first woman to lead a college devoted 
to the training of Church of England clergy.

Women had still to be admitted to the 
College then, and the male ordinands were 
unaccustomed to having a woman as their 
Head; she soon won their confidence. 

Besides her involvement in central Church 
government, she was a member of the 
governing council of Ridley Hall, Cambridge 
and an Honorary Vice-President of the Church 
Mission Society. 

Her many published works included Set 
My People Free: Appeal to the Churches, an 
impassioned plea for the Church to make much 
greater use of the laity in furthering its mission. 

She passed away on August 8, 2012.
susan Carmichael 

*The Alumni and Development team was 
notified of Dr Etchells’ death, after The Cestrian 
Autumn 2012 had already gone to print. 

Bill Watmough (1968-1991)
Bill Watmough retired in March 1991 but 
maintained his contact with the University 
for a period of time as a Visiting Lecturer. He 
passed away after a brief illness. 

Bill started work at the then Chester College 
on  September 1, 1968 as a Lecturer in the French 
Department, subsequently gaining promotion 
to Senior Lecturer in French. In 1971 he was 
appointed as Hostel Tutor in Exton Park and later 
served as Hostel Tutor in Bradbury Hostel.

In 1977 he spent a term in Germany.
Bill was educated in Chester, having 

attended Cherry Grove Boys’ School and 
Chester City Grammar School before 
undertaking two years’ National Service. He 
gained a BA Degree at the University of Wales – 
University College, Bangor.

Following some time abroad he began 
his professional career at the Royal Grammar 
School in High Wycombe, teaching French and 
German. He had a keen interest in amateur 
dramatics and in the extra-curricular aspects of 
language teaching, establishing the French Club 
and organising visits abroad during vacation 
periods. He was in charge of the link with the 
Lycée Jean Durand in Castelnaudary, Aude.

julie dagnall
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A full house for dinner.

      Enjoying a tour of the Chapel.

Annual Reunion

Annual Reunion 

2013
Annual Reunion was a huge success this year, with many 
alumni celebrating their own milestones – the PE group from 
1973, “60 Years Out”, “50 years of Women” and “30 Years 
Since Arriving” all came along for the weekend to reminisce.  
Sue Carmichael (1966) said: 

“As 2013 was the 50th anniversary of resident female 
students starting Chester College, Eve (Peel) and I decided 
to try and contact as many of those as we could. Some of 
us had not met since our final day in 1966, but it didn’t take 
long to roll back the years.” 

The Alumni and Development team organised tours of 
the Campus, which has seen a lot of building work in recent 
months.

Alumni were amazed to see the growth, but having 
taken a peep at student accommodation in Old College, they 
were all amused to see that the rooms were still the same as 
they were 50 years ago – even the wardrobe door handles 
and door numbers!

Dave Robertson co-ordinated the return of the PE group, 
and was commended by his former classmates for the time 
and attention to detail he had put into tracing everyone 
and obtaining updates on both those who could attend and 
passing on best wishes from those who couldn’t.  

The most notable omission this year was Stan France, 
who had been taken ill only days before. All alumni sent their 
best wishes for his speedy recovery.

Alumni who would like to celebrate with their year 
group at the institution’s 175th anniversary should inform 
the University’s Alumni and Development team, which 
will be happy to help.  Please remember to book early: 
booking forms will be included with the Spring edition of The 
Cestrian.  The dates next year will be Friday, September 12 
and Saturday, September 13.  See you there!

1952 year group members – Bill Brown, Derek Weaver, 

Kenneth Wyatt, Richard Hayworth, George Hurst.

1973 PE group celebrate 40 years since arriving at Chester College.

A guided tour of Campus.

to see more photos from the reunion 
weekend visit www.chesteralumni.com
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1973 PE group members catching up on Campus.

Annual Reunion

Year Notes 
Year notes will be featured in the spring edition of 
The Cestrian. if you have had the opportunity to catch 
up with any former students from the institution and 
would like to pass on your news to others, please 
send your year notes to your Year note secretary or 
to us via e-mail: alumni@chester.ac.uk or by post, to 
reach us no later than Friday january 17, 2014.

Alumni from the 1966 year group tell Amy Jones from  

the University’s Alumni and Development team,  

what College life was like back then.

The 1983 year group members celebrate 30 years since  

they arrived at Chester.

A full house for dinner.

 Members of the 1953 group - Alan Heaton, Norman Green, Shirley McQueen,  

Alan McQueen, Alwyn Peel, Stuart Osborne, Jeff Steele, Betty and Brian Platt.

Angela Bayly takes a photo of some members of the 1966  

year group at the evening dinner in White’s Dining Rooms.
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Celebrating 50 years of women at Chester
A host of students and staff, past and present, 
honorary graduates and VIPs, attended 
a special celebration evening in June, 
commemorating 50 years since the first three 
women attending the then Chester College, 
completed their teacher training studies.

Hosted by the Alumni and Development 
team at the University of Chester, and Chaired 
by University Secretary and Director of Legal 
Affairs, Adrian Lee, the celebration evening 

took place at the University’s Riverside 
Innovation Centre (RIC), and featured 
inspirational talks from former Chester MP, Dr 
Christine Russell, and current first-year student 
and former Team GB cyclist Hannah Mayho.

Sharon Cattermole, a 1986 alumna, 
shared some moving memories from the diary 
that she kept as a student during her time 
in Chester; recollections that she hopes to 
publish within her first book to tie in with the 

175th anniversary of the institution in 2014. 
Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development 

Manager at the University said: “It was a 
wonderful occasion and great to see alumni 
from the past five decades, each with a special 
connection to the institution. 

“Many former students and staff tell 
us how much Chester means to them and 
how the support and encouragement they 
received while they were here was equally as 
influential as the skills and knowledge they 
gained in helping them to begin their careers. 

“We hope that this celebration will be the 
first of many successful events for our alumni, 
and are already looking forward to the 175th 
anniversary celebrations.”

Public events at 
the University
For the academic year 2013/14, the 
University of Chester has compiled a 
public events programme, with talks 
and activities designed to cater for many 
and varied interests, both personal and 
professional. 
Subjects this year include: explorations 
of the English language, from origins 
and definitions to literary descriptions 
of costume; high finance; health and 
well-being from dyslexia to diabetes and 
even Indian folk medicine; a landscape art 
exhibition with a difference; the Romans, 
the Vikings and The Simpsons; diversity in 
all its forms; and finally, the Apocalypse! 
Many of those involved are University 
staff, but the University has also invited 
academics from as far afield as New 
Zealand’s North Island and the Southern 
United States, and other who are so 
prominent in the their field, to share their 
thoughts, views and findings. For example, 
Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop 
of Canterbury, will deliver his first lecture 
as a Visiting Professor at the University in 
Chester Cathedral in June 2014. 
We look forward to welcoming you back 
to the University of Chester so please 
take a look online at http://www.chester.
ac.uk/at-chester/events for the latest 
event information, or contact Corporate 
Communications by calling 01244 511344 
for a free Public Events Programme guide. 

Ex-POSA mini reunion 
Eighteen members of the Padgate Old 
Students’ Association (POSA) reunited at 
the Warrington Campus (Padgate as it’s 
known to us) for a get-together on Sunday, 
April 13, 2013.

Due to illness and family commitments, a 
few people were unable to make it. However 
I was pleased to see Barbara Stowe (neé 
Smith) of the 1954-56 course, who had 
travelled up from South Wales, as well as 
Anne Cooper who had endured a four hour 
journey from Oxfordshire that morning.

We learned that that Ian Rice was 
taking up bee-keeping, and last Autumn 
I had received a ‘phone call from Edwina 
(neé Tozer) who was on holiday in 
Liverpool, standing at a very breezy Pier 
Head admiring the Liver Birds. Liz Coward 
(neé Jones) also sent apologies as she was 
presenting cats at a cat show. 

Those present were delighted to 
learn that Hilary Tucker, former tutor and 
Principal of Warrington Collegiate and 

Honorary Vice-President of POSA, had 
been granted an Honorary Degree by 
the University. A card was sent with our 
congratulations and good wishes.

A card was also sent to Bill Buckley, the 
former Director of North Cheshire College, 
and long serving POSA Vice-President, 
wishing him a speedy recovery. Both Bill 
and his wife Ivy had been looking forward to 
joining us until Bill became ill just a couple 
of days earlier.

We were pleased to welcome Professor 
Peter Harrop, Pro-Vice Chancellor and 
Provost (Warrington) who called in, 
between his Open Day duties, to welcome 
us and chat. 

We hope to be able to arrange another 
get-together next year, and invite other 
former POSA members to contact me, 
(former Secretary) if you would like to join 
us, or pass on any news.  Details will be sent 
out after Christmas 2013.

Elsie Newton (Tel: 0151 525 2228)

Adrian Lee, Hannah Mayho, Christine Russell, Fiona Roberts, Sharon Cattermole.
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Music of the mind
Imagine being able to control technology and create 
music with only your thoughts… Unbelievably, this is 
not something restricted to the space-age or a plot 
from a Back to the Future film. 
This is what one alumnus was able to do 
thanks to a unique project which enabled three 
disabled music lovers, unable to play regular 
instruments due to their physical disabilities, 
to create a chart-topping dance tune using the 
power of brainwaves.

Mark Rowland, 39, who studied BA 
Commercial Music Production at the 
University’s Warrington Campus, lives with 
Cerebral Palsy and severe physical disabilities 
due to a lack of oxygen to the brain at birth. 

Despite his disabilities Mark has devoted 
his life to music, and prior to studying at the 
University he gained a Foundation Degree in 
Performing Arts from the Liverpool Institute of 
Performing Arts (LIPA). 

He said: “I immediately settled into student 
life and made a mark on the Institute in the 
year that I was there.  I was frequently told 
that my enthusiasm, sense of humour and 
purpose were an example to all the students.  
I took every opportunity going, including 
collaborating with other musicians, playing at 
open mic nights and doing gigs in Liverpool, 
all of which were outside the prescribed 
curriculum. As a result I was lucky enough to 
gain a place at the University of Chester on the 
BA Commercial Music Production programme.”

Since graduating from the University, Mark 
who is originally from Catford, South London, 
has worked on numerous projects with an 
organisation which aims to make creating 
music accessible to disabled people, called The 

Drake Music Project. It was through a former 
member of the organisation that Mark was 
recommended to the co-ordinators of the 
Smirnoff Mindtunes project.

They were looking for people with an 
interest and a passion for music to work 
with Dr Julien Castet, a leading brain-wave 
technology expert and British electronic music 
producer, DJ Fresh to work on the project and 
create a music track using ground breaking 
technological methods.

Along with two other physically disabled 
music fans Andy and Jo, the project – which 
is the first of its kind - enabled Mark to 
use the latest Brain-Computer Interfaces 
(BCI) technology to make music by sending 
commands to a computer via his brain activity. 

The brainwaves and emotions felt by each 
musician were turned into musical beats using 
an ElectroEncephaloGraphy (EEG) device, 
fixed to their scalps. 

Each musician had a role to play: 
Mark provided the beats; Jo provided the 
synthesizer and Andy provided the noise FX. 
The final track was then put together and 
produced by DJ Fresh, best known for recent 
chart hits Hot Right Now and Louder.

The whole project was filmed by a group 
of documentary makers, responsible for 
making the ‘rockumentary’ film, Part of the 
weekend never dies, which followed the band 
Soulwax on their world tour. The Smirnoff 
Mindtunes video has since received over 1.4 

million hits on YouTube and has been the 
most successful YouTube advertisement that 
Smirnoff have ever produced.

Mark said: “To be involved in such a 
ground breaking project was amazing. It was 
great working with Andy and Jo, we got on 
like a house on fire and as for DJ Fresh we hit 
it off immediately. That made it much easier 
to bounce ideas off one another. I think a lot 
of musicians have that telepathic sense when 
they’re making music together.”

The final track took five days to produce 
and was premiered at a Brussels nightclub 
and Mark was delighted to be there to see 
clubbers enjoy the music created by his brain.

He added: “Our trip to Brussels was an 
experience that I will never forget. Some 
of the nightclub scenes were captured in 
the Mindtunes video on YouTube; you can 
probably tell that I was having a great time! It 
was fantastic to see such a positive reaction 
and so many clubbers dancing to a song that I 
had helped to create.” 

The Mindtunes track is now available to 
download from iTunes (http://bit.ly/10zvhvi), 
Amazon and other digital retailers to raise 
funds for the Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation 
(QEF) for Disabled People. For more 
information about the QEF by visiting:  
http://qef.org.uk

Andy, Mark and Jo in the recording studio with DJ Fresh.
Commercial Music Production  
graduate, Mark Rowland.

Through the use of BCI technology, Mark’s 
brainwaves are converted into musical beats.

*Photographs supplied by Golin Harris.
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Drama begins at home
A theatre company, formed by two Drama 
and Theatre Studies graduates, took to the 
stage in September to perform a self-penned, 
family-inspired play at the Lantern Theatre in 
Liverpool.

This was the debut production for Haylo 
Theatre, which was founded by Hayley Riley, 
25, and Louise Evans, 24, who met after 
graduating, while working as freelance actors 
for the University’s own Theatre in Education 
company, 2engage. 

With a mutual passion for performing 
a strong friendship grew and Haylo Theatre 
was born. 

Louise explained: “We love performing 
and engaging with young people, and really 
wanted to create a project which was ours, 
that we could take to theatres and festivals. 
We had the idea for our show for a very long 
time. However it was not easy getting it to the 
stage when we were ready to put our plans 
into practice. 

“We graduated two years apart and 
so balancing our jobs, Hayley’s final year in 

University, and my illness (Crohns disease) 
meant that things progressed slowly for Haylo 
Theatre, but looking back this was probably 
a blessing in disguise as it meant that we had 
enough time to mature and develop our script.” 

Nearly 18 months on, the pair were 
delighted to perform Over the Garden Fence, 
a play which they wrote themselves. The story 
follows a young girl named Annabelle who 
is left a cardboard box by her grandmother, 
containing items that she at first deems 
as junk. However she soon discovers that 
the contents are filled with meaning and 
memories. Together with the audience, 
Annabelle takes a nostalgic journey of 
discovery through her grandmother’s life. 

Hayley added: “The biggest inspiration for 
the play was from our families; the characters 
were shaped by their quirks, their mannerisms, 
their eccentricities. Moreover the story is all 
about family. It’s about love and memories and 
the stories we share as a family from ‘Do you 
remember that Christmas when…?’ to ‘Back 
in my day…’. Our aim was for others to watch 

the play and see something they recognise in 
themselves or their own families.

“We are so grateful that the University was 
able to support us, providing us with a space 
to rehearse. We also want to say a big thank 
you to our lecturer Jane Loudon whose help 
and experience was invaluable, and also to 
2engage for the wisdom and advice we were 
given. Their success and passion has always 
inspired us.”

Haylo Theatre also performed the play for 
first-year students at the University in October, 
and is now seeking funding in order to take the 
production on a tour of UK theatres.

Holistic baby brand is a blooming marvellous idea
Business is blossoming for an award winning 
Chester-based family company specialising 
in natural products for babies, new and 
expectant mums.

Inspired by the arrival of their own 
children, Bloom, Bump and Baby is a young 
business, lovingly nurtured by alumna 
Allyander Vure and her husband, Shai, 
providing natural skincare products free from 
hidden ‘nasties’ for mums, babies and toddlers. 

The business idea was born while Allyander 
– who studied both her first degree in English 
Literature and Drama, and her Master’s 
in Performance Practice, at Chester – was 

pregnant with the couple’s first child Luca.
“I wanted to be as natural as possible with 

my children’s skincare and diet, but I found 
that there was a real lack of high quality, 
natural, fairly priced products available to 
me,” she explained.

A drama teacher for 15 years, Allyander 
had also trained in aromatherapy and other 
holistic therapies, and so began making her 
own skincare products.  

“Friends and family loved my products 
and kept asking for more, so I knew I must be 
doing something right. In the last trimester 
of my second pregnancy, my midwife 
complimented me on my lovely skin and lack 
of stretch marks,” she said. 

“I was very careful in researching and 
selecting the finest natural ingredients - 
effective, yet safe for use during pregnancy 
and on babies’ delicate skin.”

With the support of a start-up grant from 
Cheshire West and Chester Council, and 
business advice from Blue Orchid sessions 
at University’s Riverside Innovation Centre, 
Bloom, Bump and Baby was launched in 
October 2012. 

And in just 12 months its company website, 
designed by Shai who is the University’s 

Digital Marketing Officer, has already earned a 
Mumpreneur UK Bronze Website Award and 
the brand’s Nourishing Pregnancy and Stretch 
Mark Oil was shortlisted in the 2013 Loved By 
Parents Awards. 

“It has been a learning curve and lots of 
late nights with a full time job and two boys, 
but it’s all worth it as we’ve had some great 
feedback at the UK Baby and Toddler Show, 
Bespoke Baby Concierge and mum bloggers!” 
said Shai.

The last few months has been exciting for 
the pair as they doubled the company’s range 
by adding body washes, lotions, body butters 
and lip balms.

Visit www.bloombumpandbaby.co.uk to 
find out more.

Shai and Allyander Vure with their children 
Jonah and Luca.

Hayley (left) and Louise (right) in character to 
promote their play over the Garden Fence. 
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Small and Medium Enterprises can take 
advantage of a new joint initiative from the 
University and the banking group Santander 
to find potential employees from the latest 
graduate talent.

The University of Chester Santander 
Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) Intern 
Programme is designed not only to provide 
students and graduates with valuable 
work experience, but is also an amazing 
opportunity for employers to find some 
talented interns from the University to join 
their company.

The Programme provides the option  for 
final year students and recent graduates 
of the University to undertake a three 
month paid work placement with an SME. 
Santander contributes 50% of the funding 
for each internship with the other 50% 
being funded by the SME.

Although under no obligation for the 
SME to continue to employ the intern at 
the end of that period, the Programme is an 
effective way of evaluating the individual’s 
potential as an employee to be kept on long 
term. 

Following a successful work based 
learning (WBL) placement at JDG Media in 
Warrington during the second year of his 

Sports Journalism course, Sam Viller, 21, 
from Swinton in Manchester, was excited to 
learn that an internship position within the 
company had become available.

He applied for the vacancy and was 
thrilled to be offered the job, which he 
said was partly thanks to his previous 
experience. Sam is now working there as 
a Content Assistant, primarily reporting on 
rugby league for www.loverugbyleague.com

James Gordon, Managing Director of 
JDG Media, added: “We’re really pleased 
to have Sam joining our team, hopefully for 
the long term.

“We have been providing WBL 
placements for University of Chester for 
the past few years, giving valuable real-life 
experience to students to complement 
their studies. When we learned of the 
internship initiative, it seemed like the 
perfect next step to that relationship, 
giving us the support we required to 
commit to having a new full-time member 
of staff, which is often a daunting prospect 
and sometimes a bit of a risk for any small 
business. After the initial three months, 
we hope that Sam has proven his worth 
sufficiently enough to ensure his stay with 
JDG Media is a long one.”

Joint initiative provides graduates 
with employment opportunities 

careers

Sam Viller was successful in gaining an 
internship through the programme.

Could you host an intern? 
To  host an intern through the University 
of Chester Santander SME Intern 
Programme, companies must meet the 
following criteria:

• Have an annual turnover of less than 
£50 million; and

• Have fewer than 250 employees.

what funding does the programme 
provide?
Each intern will receive a fixed salary of 
£1,000 gross per month for the three 
months of their placement.

• £500 per month is funded under the 
University of Chester Santander SME 
Intern Programme.

• The company will just need to pay 
the remaining £500 per month (plus 
relevant employer costs).

what are the benefits of hosting an intern? 
• Companies may find a suitable 

employee they wish to take on in the 
long term. 

• It provides an opportunity beyond the 
initial interview to assess how they 
would fit within the company. 

• Internships provide flexible 
access to additional staffing.

• Interns may bring new perspectives 
and fresh ideas to teams, and 
taking on the role of supervisor or 
mentor to the intern can provide a 
valuable development opportunity 
for a member of an existing staff. 

• For students, internships are 
great opportunities to earn some 
cash and to gain an invaluable 
insight and experience needed 
to reach their ideal career. 

 
For more information, please  
contact careers@chester.ac.uk or  
j.cox@chester.ac.uk
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Fings aint wot they used to be! 
My first memory of College was of climbing up 
a cold, stone, spiral-staircase which led to the 
dormitories: Top John, Bottom John, Rookery 
and Arcadia as they were called – romantic 
sounding names for sleeping quarters which 
were anything but that! Each “dorm” housed 
about 40 students in tiny wooden cubicles 
with a sliding door, each room equipped with 
a bed, a chest of drawers and a corner shelf 
holding an enamel bowl and jug. There was a 
small window – not facing a brick wall if you 
were lucky.

Washing facilities comprised two hand-
basins in the corridor, and two baths in the 
lower dorm. There was no form of central 
heating, and it was so cold in the winter of 1947, 
when the River Dee froze, that one student 
sleeping in the near-arctic conditions of Arcadia, 
awoke one morning to find his dentures frozen 
solid in a glass of water!

The 140 students were treated as 
overgrown schoolboys. A roll-call was taken 
each morning by the Vice-Principal, and another 
was taken in the evening by a senior student 
and everybody had to be in by 10pm. Any 
student wishing to go back to bed early had to 
sign a book to that effect, and if one wished to 

take a bath, a book had to be signed for that 
purpose also! A strict code of dress and personal 
appearance was in operation: hair had to be 
short and neat, ties were to be worn and shoes 
had to be polished! When visiting schools, 
“Sunday Best” was the uniform of the day!

Food rationing was still in force, and being 
active, growing men, we were always hungry if 
not starving! Weekly rations in the country at 
that time were: bacon, cheese and margarine, 
4oz each, butter 2oz, sugar 6oz. Bread came 
on ration in 1947. Complaints from students 
that they were not getting their full rations 
resulted in most of the above products being 
weighed and distributed weekly by the head of 
each dining table. This resulted in all students 
carrying jars containing their rations each time 
they went for a meal!

Conditions couldn’t have been more 
different from those existing at the University 
of Chester today, and one wonders how many 
present day students would have reacted to 
them. Fortunately this Spartan regime proved 
an excellent preparation for National Service, 
which followed on from our two years at 
Chester. We took the army in our stride!

david lewis 1946-48

Chester, chosen by Malaya
Lionel Jayatilaka studied at 
Chester College in 1956 as an 
overseas student from Malaya. 
Here he recalls how he became 
one of Chester College’s 
earliest international students:
In 1952, the Malayan Government decided to 
set up a college in the UK to train teachers for 
the future independent country. Malaya was at 
this point still under British Colonial Rule. 

The leader of the Alliance Party, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman (a Prince from the state of 
Kedah) wanted to fast track the output of 
teachers for the country. Incindentally he, the 
Tunku, spent 13 years in England before being 
called to the Bar!  The idea was enthusiastically 
welcomed by the Colonial Rulers and why not? 
Negotiations were concluded to set up a college 
in Kirkby, Liverpool, staffed by English lecturers, 
to train 150 Malaysians each year for the next 

10 years, doing a two year course. Swee Seng 
and I were in the 1954 intake of students 
choosing Handicraft as a major option. 

After graduating in 1956, we were offered 
an extension of our scholarships to do the 
Diploma Course in Chester. In all, six were 
chosen with two attending 
Loughborough College and the 
other two, Shoreditch. We were 
the second couple of students 
to attend Chester. I was one 
of the fortunate people to be 
given this opportunity to travel 
to England, and to have the 
wonderful experience to study 
and intermingle with English 
students in Chester. That was an 
education in itself. 

There is no doubt that 
travel does enhance one’s 
education. We were the last 
to be given this opportunity 
to add to our basic teacher 

qualification. Some of us ended up doing 
teacher training in the colleges that were set up 
in Malaysia.

To further accelerate the output of teachers 
in the country, the Malayan Government set up 
another college in Cannock, Staffordshire. So 
from 1955 until 1962, there were approximately 
300 Malayans in England doing teacher training. 
Sadly, the overseas teacher trained breed in 
Malaysia is a dying lot!

David Lewis as a student.

David Lewis.

The Handicraft Diploma students in 1956. Standing: Lionel 
Jayatilaka; James Anderson; William Poole; Philip Faragher; 
Peter Ainsley (Lecturer); Chan Swee Seng; Herbert Yates; 
and Gregorious Klokkos. Crouching: John Henry Winters and 
Alecos Polydorou Michaelides.
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Memories of Chester
Sharon Cattermole, an alumna from 1986, 
is a keen writer and regular contributor to 
local magazines in her home county of Essex. 
Throughout her time as a student at the 
former Chester College, Sharon kept diaries 
containing memoires, which she plans to 
transcribe into a book.

The Alumni and Development Team 
was thrilled to see Sharon recently when 
she re-visited Chester to take a walk down 
memory lane and reminisce about her 
student days. She kindly sent the University 
this excerpt from her writing to include in 
The Cestrian. 

As alumni, many of us are drawn back to our time at Chester and as 

each year moves on, the campus and student experience changes…  

I had travelled on the 8.10 from 
Euston that morning to the ‘Jewel of the 
North,’ a journey I’d done regularly as 
a student between ‘83 and ‘86 on visits 
home to Essex.

I chose a familiar student route along 
Canal Street to Garden Lane where all 
roads meet at the Bouverie Arms. The 
pub hadn’t been my local but I’d spent 
many happy hours sharing coffee with 
friends in the flat above. 

I stepped inside the shop on the 
opposite corner to greet the silver haired 
man at the counter. Mr Malanga was 
as jovial as ever. We reminisced about 
my time as one of his tenants before I 
walked along Bouverie Street, where all 
houses except for his are now student 
accommodation. 

Sophisticated, confident 
undergraduates scattered the pavement 
and I felt myself shadowing their moves as 
I melted back into my student past. 

Turning into Cheyney Road, I ignored 
the side entrance and took the steps 
up to what used to be Porters’ Lodge 
where I was welcomed by Alumni and 
Development Manager, Fiona Roberts.

“This building has been refurbished 
and renamed Senate House,” she 
explained. 

The former Principal’s accommodation 
caters for private functions and White’s 
befits a 21st-century university, yet still 
retains the familiar layout of the former 
dining room and canteen. 

I fondly recalled tea and toast parties 
in halls and trips to Diners Den in town if 
we couldn’t face the Sunday night fry up.

I marvelled at the transition from 
College to University as we observed ‘study 
in the digital age’ in Seaborne Library. 
There are more courses at Chester which 

now caters for almost 18,000 students but 
the Campus still retains its charm.

A car park sits on the site of the De 
Bunsen Building, former home of the SU 
and ‘Piggies’ [Pigeon holes], but the SU bar 
remains, with additional access through 
the dining room. Time plays tricks when 
you’re squinting through rose-tinted 
glasses. Were there steps leading down 
to the bar? As we walked in, a corrected 
image swept over me along with that 
familiar aroma of beer. In the 1980s it had 
been the start and finish of the ‘Deva Mile’ 
and the place to congregate after a pub 
crawl round town where you were past 
caring what state you or the bar was in!

In the Chapel, I was transported back 
to choral events and a Candlemas service 
where I nearly set fire to a pew. How could 
I not reflect on shadows from the past and 
the hopes of current students and their 
prospects? As with all institutions Chester’s 
survival depends on a healthy respect for 
history and openness to the future.  

I was reluctant to leave these 
memories. I’ve always been protective 
of Chester and loath to bequeath it to 
another generation. I guess that’s a 
measure of how much my time there 
meant to me.  

I paused for lunch at the Cathedral 
before dragging round the glowing 
sandstone walls in the light afternoon 
rain. I was excited to make it back for my 
30th anniversary in September along with 
some of my friends, for bricks and mortar 
memories will mean little without them. 

I hope that today’s first-year-student 
remembers this at her graduation and 
not her three meals a day, ensuite room 
and wifi access. 

          Sharon

Sharon would like to appeal to other 
alumni, who may have kept diaries and letters 
from their time at the College/ University, 
with the aim of including as many extracts 
as possible in her book. If you would like to 
contribute to Sharon’s project, please contact 
Fiona Roberts: f.roberts@chester.ac.uk or  
tel: 01244 511078.

Sharon Cattermole.

Sharon with her friend Gill in 1986.

Sharon (right) with her friends (l-r) Jane 
and Denise.
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Alan Golightly and Alison Rainbird met, as two young 
teachers-in-training at Chester College in the late 1960s. 
They fell in love, later married and spent their entire 
teaching careers working in schools in Wirral before 
embarking on a very different challenge.

It had always been an ambition of theirs to 
work abroad, but the chance to fulfil this 
dream didn’t come about until they took early 
retirement in 2006.

Their first volunteering experience 
was co-ordinated through a UK charity 
called Globalteer. Alan and Alison funded 
the trip themselves and spent an eight 
week placement with a Non-Government 
Organisation (NGO) called Grace House, a 
community project supporting poor rural 
villages just outside Siem Reap in Cambodia. 

The couple enjoyed this experience 
immensely, and so returned to work with 
Grace House, this time independently, for 
a further six months in 2011. Alison taught 
the younger children for two hours a day and 
produced an English based curriculum for the 
five to eight-year-olds. Alan took on the role 
of Volunteer Co-ordinator. Both jobs were 
unpaid.

Shortly before returning home in April 
2012, the couple met Togh Main, an ex-
Buddhist monk and founder of the Voluntary 
Development Children Association (VDCA). 
In the hope of increasing the life and job 
opportunities for the children of Siem Reap, 
Togh had opened two free schools, one of 
which is based in his home village of Anlung 
Pi. The school provides lessons in English, five 

days a week for nearly 300 children aged five 
to 18-years-old.

After talking with Togh and visiting his 
schools, Alan and Alison agreed to return to 
help train his ‘teachers’. The couple’s first visit 
to Anlung Pi has had a profound impact on 
their lives since then.

Anlung Pi is a poor farming village, 25km 
outside of Siem Reap in Cambodia. The village 
has no electricity and water becomes difficult 
to pump during the dry season. It is also next 
to the rubbish dump for Siem Reap. 

“When Togh took us to the Dump we 
were speechless when we saw the number of 
people scavenging to find anything they could 
sell in order to make a living for their families,” 
explained Alison. 

“Some people live as well as work at the 
Dump. Their living conditions are appalling. 
There is no access to water, no sanitation 
and the dump is continually combusting and 
creating toxic fumes. 

“We knew we had to do something to 
help these families and so ‘Building Together 
in Cambodia’ was born.”

In January 2013, Alan and Alison found 
and bought a plot of land, close to Anlung Pi 
village but away from the Dump, that would 
be a good environment to build houses for 
those families that had to live there. 

Building together in Cambodia

Alan and Alison hold a meeting with the 
local people.

Togh, Alan and Alison.
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Since acquiring the land, things 
moved quite rapidly. Alan and Alison had 
discussions with the village elders of Anlung 
Pi and the neighbouring village, and gained 
their agreement and support - essential 
for any undertaking of this kind. They then 
held a meeting for everyone working at the 
Dump, outlining their plans and finding out 
exactly how these matched the villagers’ 
hopes and needs. 

Alan added: “Over 70 people attended 
the meeting at Anlung Pi. Afterwards, 43 
families completed forms detailing their 
personal circumstances and their needs. 
Analysis of the forms showed 12 families 
needed a house.

“Other requests for support varied: 
building materials to make repairs on their 
houses; wells; toilets; bicycles and education. 
A desire was also expressed for training so 
they could get work away from the Dump – 
this was very much in keeping with Togh’s 
hopes for these families.

“The first phase is to build up to eight 
houses on the land together with wells, 
water filters and toilet facilities and leave 
a communal area in the centre for growing 
crops and raising chickens.

“The second phase is to help those 
families who do not need a house but 
have other needs – repairs, wells, toilets, 
education etc – as requested by the families.”

Initially, Alan and Alison hoped to raise 
£20,000 to build the houses and facilities on 
the land, but now the needs of the villagers 
have been evaluated, the amount is more in 
the region of £30,000. 

To date, a perimeter fence has been 
erected, communal toilets and showers have 
been built, two wells have been drilled and 
four houses have been built – three of which 
are now occupied. 

Other developments have been 
the introduction of a fish farm, and the 
cultivation of land with vegetables. Pigs, 
chickens, and ducklings have also been 
bought for the families to rear, aimed at 
creating both self-sufficiency and alternative 
employment for the families.

While at home between visits to 
Cambodia, Alan and Alison raise funds, all 
of which go directly to ‘Building Together in 
Cambodia’. 

The couple returned to Cambodia  
in October to continue working on the 
project and still require funds to allow  
them to continue helping the people of 
Anlung Pi. To help the cause, and make 
a dramatic difference to the lives of the 
villagers, please donate online at  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/vdca.

Villagers working on the Dump.

A new home for this family.

Pigs are kept to the rear of the 
development.

Drilling the first well.

Ducklings which will be reared by the 
people of Anlung Pi.

Building starts.
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Sporting highlights from 2012-13
Many partnership agreements were made 
with both Chester-based and national sporting 
clubs including Chester RUFC, Chester FC 
and the Lawn Tennis Association amongst 
others, who all provided facilities, coaching 
and expertise to enhance students’ sporting 
experience.

A grand total of £40,000 was spent on 
equipment and support, and significant 
activities such as the British Universities and 
Colleges Sport (BUCS) North West Indoor 

Rowing Championships were hosted to highlight 
to the local community the fantastic sporting 
facilities that the University now boasts. 

Former Chester Students’ Union 
President Gordon Reay, now Students 
Sports Development, Performance and 
Coaching Manager at the University, was 
keen to implement Team Chester branding 
to help encompass the success of all sports 
teams and reinforce the team spirit that 
has remained on campus throughout the 

years. The new logo has 
taken pride of place in 
prominent positions 
all over campus 
and now adorns all 
student sports kit and 
equipment. 

Staff and students lift Rugby League World Cup 
The countdown to this year’s Rugby 
League World Cup began at the University 
in May as the title trophy visited the 
Warrington Campus.

On the afternoon that marked 150 days 
to the start of the tournament, staff and 
students were caught up in the fever to get 
their hands on the silverware – which has 
only ever been lifted by three nations – and 
to have their picture taken with both the 

trophy and ‘Grubber’, the World Cup bear.
The Warrington Campus, whose training 

centre is home to Warrington Wolves, is 
being used as the Samoan national team’s 
practice ground during the tournament which 
kicked off with a fixture between England and 
Australia at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. 

The Halliwell Jones Stadium, home of 
Warrington Wolves, will host a Quarter Finals 
match on November 17.

Researchers ask: 
'What makes a 
complete angler?'
Sports scientists have been developing 
a ground-breaking research project to 
investigate the qualities needed to become 
a world class angler.

Researchers from the University’s 
Sport and Exercise Sciences Department 
have collaborated with The Angling Trust 
on a project called Performance Profiling 
of Elite English Angling. The initiative aims 
to pinpoint the attributes that make a 
performance angler and provide evidence-
based guidance for selecting and developing 
future talent.

Over the past year the University has 
been collecting and analysing technique 
and performance-related data at regional 
training camps, as well as national and 
international competitions.

The data gathered will be used by 
the Angling Trust to enhance coaching, 
talent development programmes, planning 
and preparation of elite teams in Home 
Internationals, European and World 
Championships in addition to gaining a 
scientific understanding of the demands  
of the sport.
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Jenny Spruce, Media Technician, with the Cup and Grubber the World Cup bear.

Gordon Reay.


