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Introduction by

Canon Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the 
University of Chester and Chair of the 
University of Chester Alumni Association

Welcome to the Autumn 2014 edition of 
The Cestrian magazine, a valuable means 
of communication between alumni and the 
University.

We started the 2014-15 academic year 
with a record number of undergraduate 
students joining us, having filled the extra 
150 places that we were allocated by the 
Higher Education Funding Council for England.  
Significant improvements to student facilities 
will be delivered during the year and a huge 
programme of capital investment has been 
delivered over the summer to enhance the 
quality of our students’ experience at Chester, 
Warrington and hospital centres.

A special 'thank you' to those who joined 
us for the Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend 
in September that launched our celebrations.  
It was a most enjoyable occasion and it 
was wonderful to hear so many delightful 
memories of your time spent here in Chester.

As we celebrate the University’s 175th 
anniversary as an academic institution this 
year, there is an affirmation of the values 
that informed the start of the then Chester 
College in 1839.  The University looks fondly 
to its history and heritage as one of the oldest 

higher education institutions in the country 
and how far it has developed.  Simultaneously 
it looks to the future and how we may 
develop further.  How do we reconcile 
continuity of purpose with the increasing 
pace of change?  How do we keep true to 
our mission and purpose while adapting 
to change and opportunity? We do so by 
keeping faith with our mission and values and 
your role as former students is to remind us 
and encourage us.

The year ahead is full of exciting events 
for students, staff, alumni and the wider 
community. I would urge you to take a look 
at our Public Events Programme on the 
University’s website or request a copy from 
the Corporate Communications Department 
and see the full event listings for yourselves. 
There is also a wide range of alumni specific 
events that can be found on the alumni 
pages of the website.  We are sure that there 
will be something to tempt you back to the 
University over the course of the anniversary 
year and we look forward to welcoming you. 

Professor Tim Wheeler, DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Welcome!
Welcome to the first 
of our special issues 
of The Cestrian to be 
published during our 
year of celebrations.  We 
began the festivities with 
the Annual Reunion, 
where over 200 alumni 
gathered to enjoy an 

update on what has been happening at the 
University.  Everyone enjoyed staying in the 
new accommodation, Grosvenor House, 
and admired the en-suite and self-catering 
facilities now available to our students.  A 
far cry from the stories I’ve heard about the 
infamous rooms of Old College!

The 175th anniversary celebrations 
were launched with the unveiling of the 
anniversary quilt designed and stitched 
by staff and alumnae. The teamwork, 
communication and friendship which was 
evident in its creation reminds us of our own 
days as students, and how we have used 
these skills and principles throughout life.

We hope that you have had the 
opportunity to visit our new website and 
recommend that you ‘bookmark’ this to 
find out more about the various events we 
are hosting as part of the 175th anniversary 
celebrations.  There is something for everyone 
and we look forward to welcoming your return.

Fiona Roberts 
Alumni And Development Manager
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Courageous Hannah inspires 
top international researchers
Hannah Jones, a young brain tumour patient 
who beat the odds to complete her teaching 
degree at the University of Chester, took 
centre stage at an event in London earlier 
this year, which saw world-renowned 
scientists gather to drive forward the search 
for a cure.

Speaking at the Brilliant Minds 
Symposium, organised by The Brain Tumour 
Charity, the 21-year-old BA Education 
graduate from Westminster Park, Chester, 
described how she was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour at the age of 15 when she was 
studying for her GCSEs.

She underwent three major brain 
operations and gruelling radiotherapy 
treatment after her tumour was first 
diagnosed in 2008. It recurred less than a 
year later, meaning she received life-saving 
surgery but that caused a stroke, leaving her 
unable to walk or feed herself.

Hannah made an astonishing recovery 
and went on to win awards for her courage 
and her fundraising efforts for The Brain 
Tumour Charity - a cause for which she 
has raised over £200,000 to help fund its 
pioneering brain tumour research.

Among the audience members 
listening to Hannah’s speech were her own 
neurosurgeon and oncologist from Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital along with specialists 
from countries including America, Australia, 
Germany, Canada, The Netherlands and Italy. 
Following the conference, Hannah spoke 
at a parliamentary reception attended by 
symposium participants, MPs and peers and 
families affected by brain tumours. 

She said: “It was a privilege to be asked by 
to speak at the conference and in Parliament 
and I’m pleased that it went really well. 

“It was a great opportunity for professionals 
to gather to discuss key areas of research and to 

raise awareness of brain tumours and The Brain 
Tumour Charity. Brain tumours claim the lives 
of so many people each year - they are one of 
the biggest cancer killers of children and young 
people in the UK – yet research is the most 
poorly funded of ALL cancers.

“Everyone seemed to enjoy my speech. 
I prefer to look for the positives in life and 
so I added in a cheeky bit of humour! It was 
nice to see the team that saved my life at the 
conference, as I am so very grateful to them 
to be alive.

“I am passionate about the need for more 
brain tumour research and know my cancer 
will come back in the end, but I’ll carry on 
fundraising and talking about brain tumour 
research until I can’t do it any more.”

Hannah is constantly raising money for 
The Brain Tumour Charity. Visit  
www.justgiving.com/hannahlouisejonesfund 
if you would like to help. 

Hannah before her chemotherapy treatment.

Hannah lost a lot of her hair 
during treatment.
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Loyd Grossman opens NoWFOOD
The NoWFOOD Centre was officially opened in September by award-
winning TV food expert and honorary graduate of the University, Dr 
Loyd Grossman OBE.

Dr Grossman unveiled a plaque and gave a keynote address to 
attendees at the official opening, which included the region’s food 
producers and a host of honoured guests.

In his speech, Dr Grossman said: “NoWFOOD is an extraordinary 
achievement, flawlessly executed. The most exciting aspect of this 
project is that it embraces and encourages the entrepreneurial spirit of 

passionate independent food and drink producers. So many great food 
businesses will be created as a result of this wonderful facility.”

UK’s largest human milk bank opens on Campus
Thousands of infants from as far afield as Carlisle and Cardiff have their 
lives saved and enhanced by the new Northwest Human Milk Bank 
based in the University’s ERDF-funded North West Food Research and 
Development Centre, known as the NoWFOOD Centre, on the Parkgate 
Road, Chester Campus. 

Formed by the joining together of Cheshire & North Wales Human 
Milk Bank (HMB) and Wirral Human Milk Bank, the merged organisation 
collects breast milk from donor mothers who have an excess supply 
of milk and are willing to provide it free of charge to benefit sick and 
premature babies when their own mothers are unable to provide it. The 
donor mother goes through a rigorous screening process and the donated 
milk is then tested and pasteurised and stored in freezers until required.

The Northwest HMB is the largest in the country and supplies donor 
milk to any hospital in the UK which requires it. The two milk banks were 
previously supplying around 40 hospitals across the UK on demand.

The new combined service is a joint venture between the Countess 
of Chester Hospital and Wirral University Teaching Hospital. The 

Northwest HMB remains 
under NHS governance 
and is overseen by a 
Countess of Chester 
Consultant Paediatrician.

The NoWFOOD 
Centre provides a centre 
of excellence for food 
science and technology 
for producers across 
the region. As well as 
encouraging and nurturing 
small and medium 
sized food businesses, 
NoWFOOD helps support 
the economic growth of 
the region. 

Maud Duthie, the 
Project Manager for 

NoWFOOD explains: “Currently there is no other one venue in the 
North West that offers a complete end-to-end product development 
and testing service to food producers in the region. We set out to 
provide a facility that could add value to any food or drink producer by 
offering hands-on specialist technical support, test kitchens, incubation 
space for start-ups, sensory testing units, and on-going business advice. 
This means that small producers can move away from their kitchens at 
home into serious, purpose-built facilities. Larger food companies can 
access exciting new technologies and processes such as our sensory 
unit for obtaining consumer insights and opinions.”

Alumnus Tobias Kaerst who graduated from the University in 
2012, works as the Centre’s Food Development Technologist. He 
is responsible for supporting food-sector small and medium-sized 
companies (SMEs) with product development, operating the sensory 
unit and providing additional services such as the microbiological and 
visual shelf-life testing of products. 

Kate Buckley, Lynda Coulter, Gillian Brady, Annie Atkinson, from Cheshire 
& North Wales Milk Bank; Adam Crane, Tobias Kaerst and Peter York 
from NoWFOOD at the University of Chester, and John Wooton, from 
NW Blood Bikes Merseyside.
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Tobias Kaerst.

Dr Chris Haslam, Pro-Vice-Chancellor; Professor Sarah Andrew, Dean of Life 
Sciences; Lady Mayoress Mrs Sandra Rudd; Lord Mayor of Chester Cllr Bob 
Rudd; Dr Loyd Grossman; Maud Duthie-van der Venne, Food Innovation 
Partnerships Manager; Professor Graham Bonwick, Project Director.



university newsuniversity news

Shropshire Higher Education plans taking shape 

As the University of Chester marks 175 years since its foundation, 
its pioneering and progressive spirit has extended to supporting the 
development of a new Higher Education Institution in Shropshire.

The University is working with Shropshire Council to establish 
University Centre Shrewsbury, after research showed strong demand 
and interest from the local business community, Shropshire sixth form 
students and others in taking the plans forward.

The new institution aims to be distinctive, providing a unique offer 
for students. By choosing University Centre Shrewsbury undergraduates 
and postgraduates will opt for high quality education alongside innovative 
courses.

Programmes fall into four main areas:
• Bioscience, health and the environment 
• Sustainable business and community development 
• Societal innovation 
• Design, heritage and the built environment.

 A small number of postgraduates have begun their studies at 
University Centre Shrewsbury this autumn, with undergraduate 
students following in the next academic year. Total student numbers are 
projected to grow steadily to about 2,500 in the next five to seven years.

 It is anticipated that University Centre Shrewsbury will help to 
create thousands of jobs in the region, and ultimately boost the local 
economy by around £60m each year.

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Chester, 
said: “We want wider areas to benefit from the opportunities that a 
university creates. This aspiration has underpinned the University’s 
significant and growing contribution to the region and beyond.

“We are excited to be part of the development of a new institution 
which, while being distinctive, is founded upon exactly the same vision, 
principles and ethics that have seen the University of Chester go from 
strength-to-strength.”

Keith Barrow, Leader of Shropshire Council, added: “Since my election 
as Leader of Shropshire Council, I’ve been convinced that a new university 
would be a brilliant achievement. We are delighted to be working with 
the University of Chester to 
make this a reality.

“In driving these plans 
forward with University of 
Chester colleagues, what’s 
been obvious all along is 
our shared enthusiasm for 
the new institution and the 
benefits it will bring.”

University Centre 
Shrewsbury is being created 
with guidance from the 
University of Chester in its 
early days, and while links 
may be maintained in the 
long term, it will seek its own 
self-governing status and 
ultimately become a free-
standing university.

Justice Minister 
opens Law School
The new home of the University of Chester Law School, at 
67 Liverpool Road, was officially opened in March by the 
Secretary of State for Justice, the Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP.

The event, attended by University colleagues and Law 
students, was also a celebration of 10 years since the Law 
School was established at the University.

Guests included Stephen Mosley MP and renowned 
Judges Elgan Edwards and Derek Halbert. 

Phil Hunter, Head of the University of Chester Law School; Judge Elgan 
Edwards; Cllr Jill Holbrook then Lord Mayor of Chester; Professor Tim 
Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor; Chris Grayling, the Secretary of State for Justice.

Shrewsbury Library.

Rowley's House.
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Mystery solved
In the last edition of The Cestrian, we asked for 
your help in identifying this mystery item that 
we have stored in our archive. 

The Alumni and Development team 
received a fantastic response from former 
students who recognised that the mystery 
leather strap was in fact a ‘tawse’, an 
implement that would have been used for 
corporal punishment in bygone days, and 
applied to the palm of hands or buttocks of 
naughty pupils! 

We have recently received an intriguing 
donation to our archives from Brian Hibbert, a 
1973 PGCE graduate, which has also posed a 
few questions.

Brian sent us an etching of the College 
which was given to him by his grandfather, 
who believed that it was almost certainly 
a memento of his father, Brian’s great-
grandfather, John William Hibbert’s time at the 
College circa.1881. 

On consulting the Honorary University’s 
archivist, Diana Dunn, we have discovered that 
the picture is from a little book published in 
1843 entitled Panorama of the City of Chester- 
A pocket Directory to the Inquisitive Traveller 

and Curious Tourist. 
However when we compare this image with other old pictures 

and the current view outside, there are a number of discrepancies. 
The siting of the Chapel varies, though we know it was a slightly later 
addition built by students and completed in 1847.  We cannot identify 
the annexe to the left of the picture, as this does not feature on other 
pictures, and would be where the car park is now.  Do you have any 
theories as to what it could be?

The steps leading up to Old College from Parkgate Road have not 
been in use for many decades.  This brings another question: we have 
no photographs of the original entrance from Cheyney Road, before the 
modern addition in the 1960s transformed the appearance of the south 
side of the building.  We are appealing for any photos which will show 
us how this used to look.  Perhaps you can help?

Many thanks to Brian for the etching, and to Professor Louise 
Higgins of the Psychology Department for the donation of the tawse.

alumni news

New website goes live
We are pleased to announce that the University’s new-look alumni 
website has been launched! Found at www.chester.ac.uk/alumni, we 
hope that you will find the site much more user-friendly and easier to 
navigate than the previous site.

In order to take full advantage of the features of the website, we ask 
that you register to receive your unique username and password. In doing 
so will enable you to browse the Members' Directory, contact Year Group 
Secretaries and be eligible for discounts on everything from shopping 
to days out and holidays. Registering will also activate your University 
email for life meaning that you can make use of an @chester.ac.uk email 
address if you wish.

We have also created a number of photo galleries and regularly 
update these with photographs from the past as well as more recent 
events. For those who left the University some time ago, you may enjoy 
looking through the Campus photographs to see how much the place 
has changed since you were last here!

The alumni events section will keep you updated with the 
programme of events to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the 
institution, and inform you of ways in which you can become involved. 
You will also find links to the electronic version of The Cestrian, 

obituaries for friends remembered and news and information about 
fellow alumni and honorary graduates.

We welcome feedback and comments about our new website so 
please let us know what you think by emailing: alumni@chester.ac.uk

The tawse.

The etching of the College belonging to the great-grandfather of Brian Hibbert.
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Your chance to 
win and be part 
of history

 
As part of the 175th anniversary events, the University of 
Chester Alumni Association is running a Grand Prize Draw, 
with some fantastic prizes to be won!

Prizes include:
• A pair of first class return tickets on Virgin Trains  

anywhere in the UK 
• Dinner, bed and breakfast at the ABode and Double Tree 

hotels in Chester
• A cap signed by professional golfer Rory McIlroy, kindly 

donated by Santander
• County stand tickets for Chester Races
• Afternoon Tea at the Edgar House Hotel in Chester
• Tickets to the Deva Roman Experience
• Champagne
• Garden Hamper
• Gift vouchers
• And much more!
Tickets cost £1 each or £5 per book of tickets. All proceeds 

from the sale of the tickets will contribute towards the 
installation of a stained glass window in the University Chapel, 
to commemorate the 175 year anniversary and serve as a 
legacy from alumni to future generations of students. 

If you would like to buy tickets, please contact to Fiona 
Roberts, Alumni and Development Manager, on  
f.roberts@chester.ac.uk or tel: 01244 511078 by Friday, 
November 28, 2014. 

If you would like to help us sell tickets, please contact 
Fiona Roberts via email: f.roberts@chester.ac.uk to find out 
how.  The draw will take place on Sunday, November 30, 2014 
and winners will be announced on our website…best of luck!

Alumni reunite for 
drinks reception
The Alumni and Development team were delighted to welcome a host 
of alumni back to Chester in June, for a drinks and canapés reception, 
prior to the Inaugural lecture of Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop 
of Canterbury.

The exclusive event at the Bell Tower Coffee Bar, Chester, was a 
fantastic opportunity for alumni to meet the team and find out more 
about the latest developments at the University. 

Alumni and Development Manager, Fiona Roberts said: “It was 
wonderful to meet some new faces as well as chat with familiar ones 
too. We are always delighted to meet with former Chester students 
whenever we can, and it is wonderful to share their experiences of life 
at Chester, as well as to update them with all the latest developments at 
the University.”

alumni news

Dr Rowan Williams.

Alumni enjoy wine and nibbles at the Bell Tower Coffee Bar.
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Meet the veg men…
When Tom Whitley, Sam Cooper and Matt Smee met at the University of Chester in 
2004, the three friends never imagined their idea of starting their own business would 
become a reality. Today, 10 years later, the trio run their own successful Cheshire based 
sustainable business, growing natural food and working to educate children about the 
importance of real food. 

The seeds for ‘The Natural Veg Men’ were planted in 2012, after the 
three graduates realised they had become disaffected by the careers 
they’d fallen into after leaving University. Tom was working in finance 
in London, Matt had returned to the UK from Burma where he’d 
spent years working in the jungle delivering international aid and 
Sam had been working in education with autistic children.

During one of their regular meets, they discovered that they 
all shared the same concerns about the country’s worsening food 
supply chain, the same ideals and enthusiasm for positive social 
change, together with a desire to promote sustainability and respect 
for the environment. They decided to make their ideals a reality and 
so ‘The Natural Veg Men’ was born. 

Matt, an International Development Studies alumnus from 
Buckinghamshire, said:  “Although we already shared a vision for the 
company, we knew we needed to approach this as we would any 
other new start up business. 

“We spent hours clarifying what we wanted from the business, 
what we wanted it to achieve and formulated a comprehensive 
business plan. We set out clear long and short-term objectives and 
we gathered together as much funding as we possibly could to get us 
kick started. Then we focussed on working towards these goals.”

The company aims to implement positive change across food 
production, education and health in Cheshire by growing the highest 
quality produce in their commercial greenhouse and field, using low 
impact, organic techniques.

He added: “We were aware that much of our future success 
would rely on local brand awareness and engagement, so we 
spent a great deal of time getting to know and working in the local 
communities in which we worked. Because our finance was limited, 
we built our own website - www.vegmen.co.uk  and began using free 
marketing tools like social media to help with customer engagement. 
Twitter (@vegmen) has been instrumental in us connecting with 

(From l-r) The Natural Veg Men: Sam, Tom and Matt.
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other local like-minded people and businesses.  Luckily we haven’t 
had to do much more marketing than that, and the business has 
grown organically over the last year through word of mouth alone.”

The company also works actively within education and 
believes that every child should leave school with a comprehensive 
understanding of food.

“Our education programme equips young people with the 
knowledge they need to make informed decisions about how they 
engage with and how to grow their own food,” says Geography 
graduate Sam, from Derbyshire, who leads Veg Men’s education 
programmes.

“Our work centres around the strong belief that as a society, we 
have developed an unhealthy relationship with food. Through education 
we want to help young people better understand food and empower 
them to make informed, healthier decisions about what they eat, both 
for themselves and for the planet. We try to tailor our programmes to 
meet the needs of the individual school and offer cookery workshops, 
or a working market garden for pupils to build and manage.”

As a result of attending the University of Chester it enabled 
the trio to build a wide network of friends and contacts in the 
Cheshire area, especially as their business is about working with and 
supporting the local community. 

Tom said: “As a small city, Chester, thrives from its tight knit 
community, including its strong relationship with the University. We 
were lucky enough that the University’s Geography Department was 
staffed by an especially open and engaging group of people that 
helped shape our future ethos.”

A typical day working at The Natural Veg Men can vary quite 
considerably because of the seasonal nature of the work that the 
Veg Men do and their varying roles in the business. 

Matt said: “In the height of summer our days start very early. At 
around 5am, we head straight to the greenhouse and open the roof 
to let out the heat that’s beginning to build. 

“We might then spend several hours picking, washing and 
packing our produce – lettuce, tomatoes, French beans, etc – and 
deliver our orders to the various local pubs, restaurants and farm 
shops we supply. 

“This usually gets done by about 11am and then it’s back to the 
greenhouse for a bit of lunch, usually grabbing some of our own 
fresh tomatoes, salad leaves and herbs to eat with bread.”

For The Natural Veg Men, the afternoon usually comprises of 
weeding, planting or sowing succession seeds for future crops, and 
mid-week will see them heading over to local schools to deliver their 
educational programme. 

Matt added: “We’ll work with a team of students teaching 
them how to grow, cultivate and harvest produce, and as their skills 

develop we help them 
build and run a small 
market garden where 
they can sell produce to 
the local community for a 
small school profit.”

The Veg Men have 
cemented the idea that 
anything is possible and 
dreams can be achieved 
if you put your mind to it, 
and they were 'hap-pea' to 
'lettuce' know what they 
enjoy most about their job 
at The Natural Veg Men. 

Tom said: “I enjoy 
being in control of our 
own destiny and in the 
knowledge we are trying 
to make as a positive an impact in as many areas as we can.”

Sam said: “Specialising individually but working towards an 
ethical shared vision.”

Matt added: “Working sustainability with seasons as part of a 
team for the local community.” 

For more information on The Natural Veg Men or to find out 
where you could get your hands on some of their fresh produce 
you can visit: www.vegmen.co.uk, @vegmen on Twitter or like their 
Facebook page The Natural Veg Men. 

Photographs courtesy of Andrea Ellison Photography.
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Life-time achievement award for golfing veteran
Keith (Jim) Mitchell, 1964 alumnus, has been 
honoured in England Golf’s 2014 Volunteers of 
the Year Awards.

Keith, who has been volunteering in golf 
since his retirement from teaching in 1998 and 
has encouraged over 2,000 boys and girls to 
take up the sport, was the proud recipient of 
the Lifetime Achievement Award for Services 
to Golf.

His first involvement was at his local golf 
club, Rochford Hundred Golf Club (RHGC) 
in Essex, where he played a crucial role in 
the creation of the thriving cadets’ section. 
Working with the Club’s Professional Golfers’ 
Association (PGA), he started the ‘Hi-Fliers’ to 
attract and encourage ‘new-to-golf’ children. 
In addition, he also helped to forge links 
with local schools in the county, to get more 
youngsters interested in golf. 

After being Club Captain, he joined the 
Essex Golf Union in 2009, managed the 
Under-16 and Under-14 teams and helped 
develop coaching programmes for young 
golfers. He represented the Union on the Essex 
County Golf Partnership and was involved 
with the introduction of the County Academy 
Programme. Keith also developed the Under-14 
Junior Golf Tour, the county Under-12 coaching 
centres and the five new starter centres earlier 
this year. 

Essex Golf Union President, John Peters 
said: “The Essex Golf Union is proud of Keith’s 

personal achievements and his dedication to 
promoting junior golf in general and Essex in 
particular.

“His work and commitment have been 
outstanding over a period approaching two 
decades and he has been the catalyst for nearly 
2,000 young boys and girls getting into golf.”

Keith added: “Having worked with 
children all my life, it was rather good to be 
asked to organise the juniors at RHGC, but I 
did not quite appreciate that this would be 
the beginning of another career, admittedly 
unpaid!  

“I am obviously coming to the end of 
this episode of my life, but the icing on 
my particular cake was hearing that the 
Essex team won the England Under-18 
Championship in August this year.  It makes 
all the effort really worthwhile, and felt even 
more appropriate because on the day they 
won the Championship I was organising 100 
under-14 boys and girls of all abilities back in 
Essex; youngsters who will do Essex proud in 
the future and who are just starting out on 
their golfing life.  I want them to get as much 
satisfaction as I have from the game.”

Stan and Ivy enjoy afternoon tea 
with the Royals at the Palace
In June, Secretary of the Alumni Association (UCAA), Stan France, was invited to join members 
of the Royal family at Her Majesty the Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.

Accompanied by his wife Ivy, Stan made the journey to London to attend the event, in 
the presence of Her Majesty the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh who was celebrating his 93rd 
birthday, the Duchess of Cambridge, the Princess Royal, Princess Eugenie and a host of guests 
and dignitaries.

Stan and Ivy enjoyed the afternoon immensely, lunching on cucumber sandwiches, 
cakes and tea whilst being entertained by military bands. He said: “We spent three days in 
London with our two sons and took the opportunity to explore the South Bank area and 
remember the 1951 Festival of Britain which celebrated the nation’s recovery after the 
Second World War.

“The garden party was extremely well organised and luckily the sun shone all day- the 
gardens were awash with colour from both the flowers and the colourful dresses and uniforms 
of everyone there. It was an unforgettable experience, which we thoroughly enjoyed.”

Liz Aitken, from Sport England, presents Keith with his lifetime achievement award.
Photo courtesy of Leaderboard Photography.

Secretary of the UCAA, Stan France with his wife Ivy.
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Events and reunions
 
The University’s 175th anniversary year is packed with events to commemorate this milestone, many of 
which alumni are welcome to attend.  A preview of some of the events is listed below. If you would like 
further information on the events listings visit: www.chester.ac.uk/events, or the events pages of the 
alumni website: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni. To book tickets for an event, contact Clare Hay, Alumni and 
Development Officer by e-mailing: c.wride@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 01244 511005.

Cheshire Prize for Literature Awards Evening 
Date: November, 26, 2014
Location: University of Chester

This year’s competition will judge the best previously unpublished piece of writing for children. 
Brian Cosgrove, co-founder of British animation studio Cosgrove Hall Films, will be guest speaker at 
and will provide a unique insight into his long career as well as taking questions from the audience. 
The studio became famous for the production of programmes such as Noddy, Bill and Ben, 
Dangermouse and Jamie and the Magic Torch. Tickets cost just £3 and are available to buy online.

Come and Sing: Handel's Messiah 
Date: November 29, 2014
Location: All Saints Church, Hoole 

Come along to a special concert to celebrate the 175th anniversary celebrations. There are 
opportunities to take part as a choir member, fully supported by an orchestra, organist and 
soloists, or you can come and enjoy the performance as an audience member. The ticket price for 
choir members includes refreshments throughout the day and food will be available to purchase 
or you may prefer to bring your own. Audience members will receive a drink at the interval with 
their ticket price. You can book using the form provided on the reverse of the address sheet that 
accompanied this publication.

Cathedrals Group Choirs Festival 
Date: February 28, 2015
Location: Chester Cathedral

The Festival brings together approximately 300 voices from 12 different choirs across the 
Cathedrals Group of institutions. Selected individual choirs will perform their own pieces with 
all voices coming together to perform Handel’s Zadok the Priest and Joseph Haydn’s Mass 
in B flat accompanied by an orchestra. Tickets cost £10 or £7.50 for concessions. Contact 
a.mackenzie@chester.ac.uk for further information.

Textile Stories: Quilt Stories
Date: April 25, 2015
Location: Riverside Innovation Centre, University of Chester

This study day is part of the Textile Stories Project, and will focus on the interesting ways in which 
quilts can tell stories- whether those of individual lives, historical events or communities. The event 
will feature a talk from Fiona Roberts about the making of the University’s 175th anniversary quilt 
and the various stories it tells. Contact Professor Deborah Wynne, Department of English for more 
information: d.wynne@chester.ac.uk

Old Boys and Girls sports event 
Date: 23 May, 2015
Location: Chester and Warrington campuses

The Alumni and Development team, together with Chester Students’ Union, are hosting an Old 
Boys and Girls sports tournament on Saturday, May 23, 2015. This is your chance to dig out those 
old kits and look up your old team mates. More information will become available nearer the time, 
but if you are interested in entering a team or joining a team we would like to hear from you. There 
may be a small charge per person for the hiring of facilities and provision of kit (if necessary).

26
NOV

29
NOV

28
FEB

25
APR

23
MAY
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Alumni enjoy a guided tour of the Parkgate Road Campus, Chester.

Annual Reunion

Annual Reunion 

2014
The annual Alumni Reunion weekend 2014 was a special occasion 
this year as it launched the start of the institution’s 175th 
anniversary celebrations.

Over 200 former students and their guests returned to the 
Parkgate Road Campus in Chester at some point over the weekend.
It was lovely to meet so many people, some familiar to us in the 
Alumni and Development Office and some not-so-familiar, new 
faces too!

The celebrations began on Friday, September 12 with a large 
number of 1974 graduates returning for a special gathering with 
posters and a buffet in the Students’ Union building.  This was 
organised by a small group of 1974 leavers with the assistance 
from the Alumni and Development team. 

While the regular Friday night returnees enjoyed dinner in 
one dining room, a special VIP dinner was held in the adjacent 
dining room for former Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the 
Student Guild, or Students’ Union.  Around 60 people attended this 
occasion, which included long-serving members of Students’ Union 
staff who have witnessed the changes made to the organisation 
over the years!

Finally, Saturday welcomed a whole host of former students 
back to Chester. Approximately 110 people enjoyed the special 
‘black tie’ drinks reception and dinner, including a group of almost 
40 1964 leavers who celebrated their 50th anniversary. 

Bill Hughes, former member of staff in the English Department 
and Corporate Communications, gave an unforgettable after dinner 
speech which had everyone in fits of laughter and received a 
rousing applause from everyone in the room.

All-in-all, it was a brilliant occasion from which we have 
received a lot of lovely comments and positive feedback. Thank 
you to everyone who came and we look forward to welcoming you 
all back again next year.  If you have any ideas regarding how you 
would like to celebrate the culmination of the 175th anniversary 
year, now is the time to drop us a line!

(From l-r) David Carmichael, Sue Wales, Angela and Mike Perkins.

(From L-r) Becky Lees, Professor Peter Harrop, Jane Loudon,  

Katie Badman, Roberta Micci.

1974 group reunion.

           Alumni from 1964.
Alumni from 1986.
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           Alumni from 1964.

A packed church for the 175th anniversary service.
Alison Rooke and Barbara Anderson (1976).

1964 alumni who were celebrating 50 years since graduating. More alumni from 1964.

Colin Rodgers with Angela Perkins, the Singh twins,  

their father and Mike Perkins.

Alumni from 1968-69.

Everyone enjoyed Bill Hughes’ after dinner speech.

More of the 1964 group.
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University’s 
history preserved 
in a new book
A new book, which explores the history of the University of 
Chester, from its early days as the country’s first purpose-built 
teacher training college, to become a fully-fledged University 
with international status, has been published as part of the 175th 
anniversary celebrations of the foundation of the institution.

On Chester On, has been written and intensively researched by 
Professor Graeme J White, a former staff member between 1977 and 
2010, in roles including Head of the Department of History and Dean 
of Academic Quality and Standards. He is also an Emeritus Professor 
of Local History at the University.  

The book received a special launch in June following the 
inaugural lecture at Chester Cathedral of former Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, a Visiting Professor in the 
University’s Department of Theology and Religious Studies.

Professor White’s unique perspective on the institution and 
the people involved during that time builds upon the existing 
publications on the history of the College and University, and gives 
an insight into how Chester College developed from its modest 
beginnings to evolve as a key higher education institution in the 
North West. 

The book coincides with the 175th anniversary of the foundation 
of the institution, which was granted University status in 2005, but 
dates back further than most UK universities to 1839. The book’s 
title is taken from the College’s unofficial motto of 100 years ago.

Professor White said: “I really enjoyed researching and writing 
this book and am very grateful to everyone who helped me with 
information, advice and support. Obviously I have a loyalty to the 
University but I have tried to be critical in my analysis of its history – 
this is not one long hymn of praise!  As a Cestrian myself, I also hope 
that the book will be of interest to the people of Chester, given the 
importance of the University to the city’s economy and cultural life.”

 

 

On Chester On, (priced at £14.99) has been published by the University 
of Chester Press, the University’s own publishing operation which aims 
to disseminate excellent original research and creative work from within 
the University, together with publications with a significant relationship 
to the history, life and culture of Chester and its surrounding area.

If you would like to purchase a copy of the book, visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/university-press

“The hallmark of Graeme White's book is its honesty and clarity. His meticulous 
research of the historical records results in a story both compelling and enticing.  
Professor White also reads between the lines of his sources, giving us a delicious and 
fascinating insight into the minds and motives of the key players in the institution's 
history. And gems of information are to be mined in the chapter end notes.”  
 
(Rod Hunt MBE, author and mid-year 1959 alumnus).

Professor Graeme White with his book, On Chester On

Graeme has delivered a series of lectures on chapters of his book and the information he has uncovered will also 
be the basis of the story for the Camerata.  This will be performed by local children in Chester Cathedral on May 
11, 2015.  For a full list of the public events, please refer to the website: www.chester.ac.uk/events.
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A stitch in time launches the 
175th anniversary celebrations

The University’s 175th anniversary 
celebrations were launched on September 
12 at the official unveiling of a handcrafted 
commemorative quilt, stitched by staff and 
alumnae from the institution.

Unveiled by the Lord Mayor of Chester, 
Cllr Bob Rudd, and the High Sheriff of 
Cheshire, Susan E Sellers, the quilt represents 
the journey of the former Chester Diocesan 
Training College which was founded in 1839, 
to the present fully fledged University with 
international status.

Each block from the two-metre square 
quilt, depicts an element of the University’s 
history and was designed and carefully crafted 
by one of the 17 members of staff or alumnae 
involved in the project.

Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development 
Manager at the University, developed the 
original idea after creating quilts as gifts and 
personal keepsakes for a number of years. 

She said: “I’ve always had a keen interest 

in sewing and quilting and wanted to 
create a permanent reminder of the 175th 
anniversary, something that could be seen 
for years to come long after the celebration 
events had finished.  I invited staff, alumni 
and local quilting groups to become involved 
in the creation of the quilt and received and 
enthusiastic response from people who were 
willing to help in some way.

“As a group, we held regular meetings 
where initially we shared our ideas for themes, 
decided who would like to take responsibility 
for each block and then we returned with 
our sketches or pieces of fabric. Experienced 
members of the group were able to offer and 
share advice with those who hadn’t done 
much in the way of appliqué or quilting before, 
so the project  served as an opportunity to 
bring like-minded creative people together,  
who may not otherwise have crossed paths.”

The intricate quilt took just over 12 
months to create, with the final 25 blocks 

being stitched together by some of the 
members of the group, and transformed into 
the finished quilt at the Quilter’s Trading Post 
in Buerton, Cheshire. 

Themes illustrated in the quilt include: 
the founders of the original College, including 
a Prime Minister and two Archbishops 
of Canterbury; international students; 
friendships; the University’s inauguration; the 
Eastgate clock; the River Dee and Handbridge; 
the City Walls; the University formal crest; 
iconic buildings across the different campuses 
and the University’s commitment to 
sustainability.

The grand reveal, which took place at the 
University’s new Grosvenor House building 
on the Parkgate Road Campus, Chester, was 
also attended by the Right Reverend Dr Peter 
Forster, Lord Bishop of Chester, who chairs 
the University’s governing body, as well as 
members of the sewing group, staff, alumni, 
and invited guests. A specially designed cake in 
the shape of a sewing box was also made for 
the occasion by Jackie Rowlands, Chef at the 
University.

The University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Tim Wheeler said: “The 175th anniversary 
quilt is a remarkable piece of craftsmanship 
which will be admired by students, staff and 
visitors to the University for many years to 
come.  The official unveiling was the perfect 
launch to the University’s 175th anniversary 
celebrations, my special thanks goes to Fiona 
Roberts for her co-ordination of this project.” 

The anniversary quilt with some of the staff 
and former students who created it. 
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Kat has a style of her own
When Kat Edwards, former 
Warrington Campus CSU 
Vice-President for Chester 
Students' Union, graduated 
from the University in 2011, 
the thought of owning 
her own clothing line and 
fashion store was just a 
distant dream. Just three 
years on, that dream is now 
a reality. 

Anglesey-born Kat had 
the idea of setting up her 
own clothing label early 
in 2014. The ethos behind 
the brand, Love is Love, 
was to help raise equality 
awareness through fashion 
while also donating 10% 
of profits to Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) charities in the UK. 

In a little over six-months, Kat was able to establish her own 
boutique in Afflecks, Manchester, selling not just her own clothing line, 
but lots of independent fashion labels as well.

Kat, who studied Commercial Music Production with Television 
Production said: “Initially, I was only selling the Love is Love range online 
through my website, and got frustrated when I wasn’t getting as many 
hits and sales as I’d like. I wondered how many other small brands were 
out there with the same problem as me.

“I did my research and discovered that there were many small online 
brands that had amazing products but for one reason or another, lacked 
the publicity. I decided to open up my own shop where I could bring a 
handful of these smaller brands together and so Style Hut was born!”

Style Hut has recently moved into new premises based at Rufus 
Court in Chester and stocks a wide selection of affordable unisex t-shirts, 
vests, hats, hoodies and accessories. 

 “Style Hut is unique in that our clothing range adapts to fit in 
with local and national trends”, added the young entrepreneur. “Our 

customers can ensure that they’re bang on trend with new brands and 
products being introduced to the store all the time. Another unique 
feature of the business is that customers can select a t-shirt along with 
their favourite choice of fabric. We will then customise the t-shirt by 
creating a design using that fabric. 

 “At first business started slow, as most businesses do, but each week 
we’ve become busier and busier with more customers visiting us in store 
and more orders being placed online.

“We’ve even had a few people asking to include us in their online 
blogs, and our Love is Love range has been featured in The Gay UK 
magazine, so fingers crossed it’s onwards and upwards for the business.”

The Style Hut has just introduced its own Promotions Team, with 
team members in the UK, Ireland and even America and Kat’s future 
ambition is to have stores scattered across the UK and overseas. 

Kat said: “That’s a dream for years to come, but hopefully the Style 
Hut name will eventually become global. You never know, extra stores 
might not be that long-a-wait!” 

Find Style Hut on Facebook and Twitter or visit www.stylehutuk.com 
to browse the latest clothing range. 

Where are they now?
International graduate, Sneha Shah tells us how she’s getting on since she left Chester. 
I spent the first six months of my MSc Cardiovascular Rehabilitation 
(CVR) degree at the famous Asian Heart Institute in Mumbai (the former 
India Prime Minister Mr. Manmohan Singh underwent the heart surgery 
there) and after that, I transferred to the Parkgate Road Campus in 
Chester to complete my MSc.

Upon completion of my studies I returned to India and today I am 
working as a Nutritionist and a Diabetes Educator under one of the 
leading Endocrinologists and Diabetologists in Mumbai.

My work involves writing articles for a magazine; my colleague and 
I are the Editorial Assistants of ‘Journal of Diabetes Association’, India.  

Diet counselling and patient education is a part of my work, carrying out 
patient education programmes for diabetic patients and their families. 
I am the co-ordinator of the ‘Association of Diabetes Educators’, India. 
I also have my personal practice as a nutritionist, specialising in cardiac 
nutrition and nutrition in diabetes.

I fondly remember my time spent at Chester. It was a great lesson 
in adulthood. It was my first trip overseas; I did not have any family 
that I could turn for help if needed, so I needed for the first time in my 
life to make many important decisions on my own, from budgeting, 
planning to cleaning and cooking - I felt overwhelmed at the beginning. 

Kat Edwards.

Style Hut stocks a range of items from smaller brands.
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Graduate theatre company's seal of approval
Drama and Theatre Studies graduates, 
Hayley Riley and Louise Evans, were thrilled 
when their theatre company was given an 
impressive endorsement by one of the most 
performed writers in the English Language.

John Godber, who has penned such plays 
as Bouncers, Teechers and Up 'n' Under, gave 
his support to up-and-coming theatre company 
Haylo – founded by the pair, who met while 
freelancing as actors for the University’s 
Theatre in Education company, 2engage.

Mr Godber previewed Haylo’s touring 
production Over the Garden Fence and spent 
two days with the alumnae, giving them a 
writing master class and helping them finely 
tune their production before they headed 
back out on the road.

Louise, who graduated in 2010 said: “He 
gave us a new perspective on the show, made 
us look at it in a different way and gave it a 
new lease of life. Some of it was really subtle, 
but it was been a great eye opener to how just 
the smallest of details can make the hugest of 
differences.”

Hayley, who graduated in 2012 added: 
“He also gave us some great advice on 
writing, and it’s given us a real confidence 
boost that someone of his calibre has been so 
encouraging about what we’re doing – it was 
such an amazing opportunity for us so early 
our company’s life.”

For regular updates from Haylo visit  
www.facebook.com/HayloTheatre or follow 
HayloTheatre on Twitter.

Louise and Hayley with John Godber.

Sneha Shah.

The Peace Cross
The Peace Cross (pictured), situated 
near Cloisters building on the Parkgate 
Road Campus, and crafted by former 
Art lecturer, Fred Starkey, has been 
mounted on a new sandstone plinth 
with explanatory plaque.

The Cross has been a permanent 
feature in the University’s grounds since 
the mid-1980s, after it was used at Peace 
demonstrations during the cold war.

In July, the scene was ablaze with 
poppies which the University’s Head 
Gardener, Rob Walker, had grown from seed 
in remembrance of the centenary of the 
Great War and those who gave their lives.

Thankfully, the members of staff from the 
International Welfare Office were always there 
to help, if needed. 

At Chester, I was able to balance my 
study and social life. There is a lot of studying 
involved - don’t get me wrong. However, 
during my studies I managed to travel a lot 
of places in the UK, I also voluntee red as a 
Student Ambassador and introduced primary 
and secondary school pupils to student life.

Since leaving Chester, I volunteered to 
help Ela, one of the members of staff from 
the University’s International office, at an 
education fair in India which was a great 
opportunity to meet so many prospective 

students of the University and share my 
experiences of the UK. It was good to know 
that there were so many students and their 
parents interested in finding out more about 
gaining further education to help them with 
their careers. Once the fair was over, Ela and I 
had the chance to talk and we shared our own 
experiences of student life at Chester.

I can honestly say that the UK degree 
has raised the profile of my CV, and prepared 
me to conduct research at a very high level. 
I utilise these skills on a daily basis as I am 
required to write articles and conduct research 
on diabetes as part of my job.

Sneha Shah
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The Peace Cross and accompanying plaque.
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What this year’s survey tells us about you…
We are always keen to make sure that the service we 
provide is what our alumni are looking for, and so in May 
2014 we sent out a sample survey via email to alumni 
who had graduated from the University in anniversary 
years: 1954, 1964, 1974, 1984, 1994 and 2004.

Coming back to Chester

We had a positive response and identified a 
number of trends among our alumni across 
the decades.  We asked what sort of activity 
would be of most interest to alumni, and 
where they envisaged these should take place.  
The most popular answers were a meal, an on-
campus event and an outdoor activity.  That 
gives us plenty of food for thought!

The services which most respondents had 
used since graduating were: 

• the Annual Reunion, the University 
Library and help with contacting friends.

The services which respondents were 
most likely to use in the future were: 

• reunions, help with contacting friends, 
professional networking, University 
Library and public lectures and events.  
(To clarify what you can access within 
the library network, visit the alumni 
website for further information).

In this, our anniversary year, we are 
hosting a wider range of activities and 
welcome feedback on your experiences.  
Whilst much of what we do is proactive, we 
are open to new ideas!

Communicating electronically

One of the surprises when analysing the data 
collected was that 38% of respondents were 
unaware that we have a website, despite the 
fact that they are clearly internet users.  Even 
though we have seen a significant increase 
in correspondence via the website and more 
alumni are booking online this year, there are 
a lot of alumni who have not realised we have, 
or had reason to find, our website.

We will concentrate on publicising our 
new website, informing everyone of exclusive 
benefits and discount, events and to ways to 
help you keep in touch.

This magazine is published biannually 
and serves to keep alumni updated with new 
initiatives at the University as well as keeping 
in touch with friends from the past.  We noted 
the requests for more articles on old friends, 
their lives and careers.  This is where we need 
your help: tell us what you have achieved and 
help us to create great stories, based on YOU!  
Likewise, suggestions were made about adding 
more information on specific year groups…. 
We need you to tell us about your year group 
to be able to publish it!

Further qualifications

Almost half of the respondents had 
undertaken some form of postgraduate 
education since leaving the University.  Of 
this group, a quarter had returned to the 
University of Chester to complete their 
studies. If you are considering topping up your 
qualifications, there is a great selection of full 
and part time courses, just give us a call to 
discuss what you have in mind and we’ll gladly 
put you in touch with the relevant person.

Giving something back

Philanthropy is something which many of our 
alumni have on their minds.  Whether making 
a donation, setting up a legacy or volunteering 
to help at an event, we have a lot of very 
generous people out there, and we want to 
thank you!  If you have not yet contributed in 
the way that had planned, you are welcome to 
contact Fiona Roberts on 01244 511078 for a 
chat about your idea.  

We also wanted to give something 
back, and as a token of our 
appreciation for everyone who 
gave their time to complete our 
questionnaire, we picked out a winner 
from those willing to participate in 
a draw for an Amazon Kindle.  Laura 
Hartland-Adams (2004) is the lucky 
alumna!

Laura tells us: “After graduating 
from a combined degree, Arts and 
Cultural Management and Drama and 
Theatre Studies, I have held Events 
Management-related jobs for 10 
years.  Without my degree I wouldn't 
be starting out in a new role as Events 
and Operations Manager for Bid 
Sunderland.  

 “I received a lot of support from 
my Arts and Culture lecturers whilst at 
the University, and am still in contact 
with them via Facebook and LinkedIn.  
Kate Malone-Smith even emailed 
to congratulate me on my new role 
so I know they still keep an eye on 
past students!   I still recommend the 
University.  I loved my time there, 
made life-long friends and am very 
proud to put my degree to practice 
every day.”

We often hear about the 
dedication of the staff and how 
they made a difference, why not 
tell us about your experiences and 
champions?

If you are an alumnus from one of the 
anniversary years and didn't receive our 
email about the survey, it probably means 
we don't have your up to date details!

Please get in touch to stay in touch. 
alumni@chester.ac.uk

Laura Hartland-Adams.
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Chapel restoration underway
Restoration work has started on the 
University’s Chapel, which continues to play 
an integral part in University life in Chester. 
Built in 1847 by students at the College, the 
Chapel has been enjoyed by thousands of 
students, staff and alumni over the years as 
a place of worship and quiet reflection. 

Refurbishment, carried out by specialist 
historic building contractors, started at the 
beginning of August and it is hoped that 
everything will be completed by Christmas.  

Externally, scaffolding has been 
erected for contractors to clean the 
sandstone, while internally the Chapel is a 
hive of activity. More scaffolding has been 
installed so that the ceiling and timber 

trusses can be checked and cleaned, 
while on the ground, specialist restoration 
contractors will polish the woodwork, 
repair and restore paintings, replace pew 
cushions and lay new carpet.

The lighting and audio visual facilities 
are also to be updated and the installation 
of a new heating system will bring greater 
energy efficiency.

At a later date we will have more news 
on the progress of the commemorative 
stained glass window, but the current 
projects must be completed before we 
can make a start!  We would like to thank 
everyone who has sent in donations for this. 
We appreciate each and every one.  

To commemorate the 175th anniversary, the University 
of Chester Alumni Association has produced a 2015 
calendar, with all proceeds being donated to the 
University’s Chapel restoration fund. 

 Serving as a reminder to those who spent happy 
times as students, each page shows a different view from 
one of the institution’s campuses, together with iconic 
images of the city of Chester.

Costing just £5 (plus £1.25 p&p), the calendar is now 
available to buy from the University's online shop. Visit 
https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/ or telephone the alumni 
office. Get organised for 2015 and help restore the 
University’s landmark Chapel to its former glory. 

Scaffolding has been erected to clean the 
sandstone and complete roof repairs.

The new year will soon be here…
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Student obituaries
Kenneth Ian Morton  (1947)
Kenneth passed away in February 2012 aged 
86. He had a very active life as a teacher and 
loved to travel. We had many cruise holidays 
together, as well as trips overseas. I have 
many happy memories to look back on over 
our 61 years together. 

Lorna Morton

Geoff Topp (1948)
It is with great sadness that I report the death 
of our dear friend and colleague Geoff Topp, 
who died recently in hospital after a long and 
harrowing illness.  His funeral in York was 
attended by David Greenlees, accompanied by 
his son, Anne Cooke, Caryl and myself.

In College, Geoff stood out as someone 
special, with a personality and sense of 
humour which endeared him to all, and an 
intellect which was well above the norm.

A keen oarsman, he rowed in the 
College Eight, and afterwards, with Gordon 
Cooke, cycled frequently from Bolton to 
continue rowing at Hollingsworth Lake.  It 
was Geoff who took on the duties of Year 
Secretary, and re-established our annual 
reunions with great success, until ill health 
forced him to relinquish the task.

After Chester, his two years' National 
Service was spent in Northern Ireland and 
Tripoli, after which he obtained a BSc in 
Chemistry at The University of Manchester, 
and went into industry with BOCM (a UK 
leading animal feed manufacturer).  He 
became Laboratory Manager at Selby, 
where he met and married his wife Gillian; 
they have two daughters and a son.

In retirement he travelled widely, loved 
music, and played cricket and golf.  He will 
be greatly missed.

David Lewis

Ron Highcock (1952)
It was not long after I arrived at Chester College 
that I first met Ron Highcock. Immaculate in 
blazer and flannels, with a moustache of RAF 
origins, he was a fine figure of a man.

Ron, looking for recruits, persuaded me 
to join the Rowing Club, thus beginning not 

only many happy hours on the Dee, but also 
the formation of enduring friendships. As a 
Guild Councillor, he helped new students to 
settle into College life and he was a constant 
source of help and kindly advice. 

Meeting Ron at the Annual Alumni 
Reunion was always a high point of the 
weekend for me, seeing again his beaming 
face and receiving his firm handshake. Often 
he spoke of his passion for sailing and how 
he had passed this on to the pupils at the 
Norfolk schools where he taught and where 
he ended his career as Head of Swanton 
Morley Primary School in 1990.

On the death of his wife, Pearl, in 1999, 
he moved to Scotland to be nearer to his 
family. There he found not only a new life 
but also a great happiness in his marriage 
to Elizabeth in 2003. She attended several 
reunions with him and always tried, before 
dinner, to teach me the words of the 
Scottish grace which she assured me, was 
superior to any English version.

In September 2013, Ron and Elizabeth 
were involved in a car accident in which he 
suffered serious injuries, from which he died. 
Elizabeth was also injured but mercifully 
survived and made a good recovery. She 
continues to work diligently as a member 
of her church in Prestwick, supported and 
comforted by her children and stepchildren. 

Ron Highcock epitomised everything 
which was good about the old Chester 
College. He was a true gentleman with a 
warm kindness which those of us who had 
the good fortune to know him will never 
forget. In the words of the Scottish poet, 
Thomas Campbell: “To live in the hearts we 
leave behind is not to die.”

Eric Henderson

Harry Foster (1953)  
Most of us will remember Harry as a 
great rugby player who went on to play 
for Waterloo, Lancashire and had a trial 
for England but will be surprised  to learn 
that at College he received his colours for 
Athletics  instead of Rugby.  His other College 
achievement was to be the only member of 
the year in finals to receive a distinction for 
education.  Perhaps that proved a pointer for 
his career, most of which he spent as a lecturer 
at Edge Hill College, having added a  Master’s 
degree and a PhD at Liverpool.  

 Harry spent all his life in Southport and it 
was there that he died in May of this year at 
the age of 82. He attended the same school 
as Norman Green and George Bromilow.  His 
career at Edge Hill commenced after some 
years teaching at a junior school in Southport.  

His other hobbies included golf and walking, 
interests he shared with his wife, Thelma.  In 
retirement he gave talks and wrote a series of 
books on Southport history as well as histories 
of local golf clubs, donating the profits to a 
local charity.  He attended our 40th reunion 
in 1993.

Alwyn Peel

Fred Prescott (1953)
My memories of Fred extend back many years 
before we were thrown together at the then 
Chester College. As a boy, Fred attended St 
Mary’s College, Crosby which was a Roman 
Catholic grammar school, founded by the Irish 
Christian Brothers and that was where we 
met. Actually, a real meeting did not take place 
immediately because Fred was two forms 
ahead of me and at that tender age that was 
quite a gap. Fred was simply the best athlete 
at the school and I looked up to him in awe 
because he was an all-round sportsman but he 
excelled at rugby. It was in Fred’s last year at St 
Mary’s that I was lucky enough to play some 
games with him and to really get to know him. 

In 1953, I was delighted and surprised to 
find that Fred was entering Chester College 
at the same time and, in fact, we shared a 
cell in an ancient dormitory aptly named 
‘Rookery’. Our friendship was rekindled and 
once again we played rugby together and 
found ways around the outdated rules and 
regulations of the institution. I am sure it 
was during that time that Fred, at one of 
the many functions organised by the rugby 
club, met his future wife, Audrey who was a 
student at CF Mott College in Liverpool.

After graduating from Chester College, 
Fred taught in Liverpool Catholic schools and 
went to live in Formby, near Southport where 
he became a neighbour of mine. There the 
story peters out because I left Formby in 1966 
and met Fred only once more, when I called to 
see him during a trip back to England several 
years ago. He was retired then, a proud father 
of two daughters and had taken up his hobby 
of singing in a choir. It was typical that Fred 
was also actively involved in organising trips 
abroad with the group. I did learn that poor 
health plagued him in his later years and I can 
imagine that Fred would not take kindly to 
having his energies lessened.

So, there it is, my account of what 
was a comparatively brief but memorable 
encounter with a fine man, a man who 
remained true to his faith and put up with 
us Protestants in his own gentle way.

Goodbye Fearless Freddie.

Harold Parr

The University was saddened 
to receive obituaries for the 
following people this year:

obituaries
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obituaries
Jeffrey Steele  (1953)

Jeff Steele died on July 6, still a bachelor, at 
the age of 83.  Always immaculately dressed, 
well groomed, and a witty character, he had 
been my neighbour and a close friend of my 
family for nearly 50 years.

Born in Wakefield, Jeff attended school 
in the city before completing his National 
Service in the West Yorkshire Regiment.  His 
teaching career commenced at a special 
school in Buckinghamshire, before returning 
to Wakefield as Deputy Head and then 
Headmaster of a special school from which 
he retired in 1987.

At College Jeff earned his colours as one 
of the College Rowing Eight.  Despite that, 
he remained a non-swimmer and no lover 
of water. His other interests were drama, 
and he took a prominent part in our 1953 
production of The Happiest Days of Your 
Life.  He also played the piano in the jazz 
band led by Mike Mayer with Dave Tipper 
on trumpet.  His other claim to fame was 
being the only student with a car.

For many years Jeff was an active 
member and President of both Rotary and 
Probus and he was also a former member 
and Chairman of the Wakefield Board of 
Prison Visitors.  He was a founder member 
of the Wakefield branch of the National 
Association of Head Teachers and regularly 
attended annual conferences with me, 
always proving an excellent chauffeur.  

A loyal College man, he attended nearly 
every Reunion from 1968 onwards and never 
missed a Reunion Chapel Service.  Chester 
was very special to him.  A friend to many 
during his days at College, Jeff remained so 
throughout life, especially to Eric Henderson 
for whom he was Best Man at his wedding. 

Times together over the years 
have brought many a laugh despite our 
disagreements and differences, especially 
political… Even Jeff’s brother once introduced 
him to a friend as politically ‘rather to the right 
of Genghis Khan!’ and his views never altered.   
He also stubbornly refused to move into the 
computer world or that of modern telephones 
and gadgets.  Perhaps he was just born in the 
wrong century.  He will be sadly missed.

Alwyn Peel
 

Andy Anderson (1955)
Andy passed away at the end of June 2011. 
He had been in hospital for an operation on 
his back but later developed pneumonia, from 
which he never recovered. 

He and Alan Beaumont had been friends 
since high school, playing all the usual sports. 
They joined the RAF together on the same day 

but they were soon separated. They started 
College together and later played football for 
Manchester Teachers for many years. He was 
Alan’s Best Man at his wedding. We send our 
warm wishes to June and the family.

Eric Laws 

Alan Beaumont (1955)
Alan sadly passed away on March 31, 2014 in 
hospital.

A note from Mrs Beaumont informed 
me that Alan had had many physical 
problems over the year, but he always kept 
happy brewing beer and baking bread.

I didn’t know Alan all that well, except we 
were in the College tennis team together. I 
understand that Alan had a pacemaker fitted 
following a heart attack, which gave him a 
new lease of life.  He had to take over the 
domestic chores after his wife had slipped 
on ice and broke her femur, however he 
seemed to enjoy this role reversal. Ironically, 
in another letter from him he told me of the 
death of Andy Anderson.

Eric Laws 

Ron Miller (1956)
Ron Miller might justifiably be called one of 
Chester College’s success stories. In 1954 
he travelled from Liverpool to the College 
to ask a simple question: “How do I become 
a teacher?” Having left Edge Hill Secondary 
Modern School, Liverpool at 15 with absolutely 
no qualifications, he had worked for four years 
as a factotum for a firm of wool brokers. 

Ron was met by John Bradbury, then 
Vice Principal, who responded kindly: 
“If you can come back with the required 
minimum of five O levels, we will most 
certainly consider admitting you. I can see 
you have considerable pertinacity.”

By dint of hard work, dedication 
and determination, Ron achieved the 
required qualifications and was admitted in 
September 1956 to Chester College, where 
he read Divinity and English. He became a 
Guild Councillor and was Secretary of the 
Student Christian Movement.

After leaving Chester, Ron worked in 
various schools in Liverpool and, in 1965, 
his “considerable pertinacity” gained him an 
Advanced Diploma in Primary Education from 
the University of Liverpool, having completed 
a dissertation on religious concepts in 
children. In 1968, he was appointed to a post 
in the Divinity Department of St Paul’s College 
in Cheltenham.

He was awarded an MEd from The 
University of Bristol in 1974 and, in 1979 

– 80, was seconded to The University of 
Edinburgh to gain an MSc in Educational 
Psychology. Ron returned to St Paul’s, 
which had merged with St Mary’s College, 
as a Senior Lecturer in the Education 
Department. 

During the 1980s he was a Justice of the 
Peace on the Cheltenham Bench until his 
early retirement from St Paul’s and St Mary’s 
in 1986.  In 1987 he moved to Spain, living in 
Sitges and Vilanova i la Geltrú until his death, 
aged 79 on May 15, 2014. He leaves a partner 
of 19 years in Vilanova. 

Bob Hornby

Margaret Byatt (1964)
Margaret Byatt, a 1964 graduate, passed 
away peacefully aged 81, at home on 
January 27, 2014, surrounded by her family.

Mrs Byatt was the third ever Lord Mayor 
of Chester from 1993-94, representing 
Handbridge ward for the Conservatives on the 
defunct Chester City Council over many years.

A retired teacher of Eastern Pathway, 
Queen’s Park, Handbridge, Margaret had 
suffered from ill health in recent times. She 
lost her husband Peter, a retired languages 
teacher at the Chester City Grammar School, 
in 2012.

Mrs Byatt is survived by son Kit and 
daughter Belinda.

Anon

John Staniforth (1965)
John died on March 25, 2014.  Fortunately, 
his obituary was spotted by Bill Donkin, one 
of our contemporaries living in Canada.  
Consequently, I was able to trace John’s wife, 
Elspeth, who now lives on Vancouver Island.

John and I became good friends, along 
with Russ Jones, when we first met in studying 
Geography under Dr Terrett and John Stevens.  
As I was a day student, six years older than 
the “boys” and married, John and Russ were 
frequent visitors to our home in Birkenhead 
and often resident when on Teaching Practice.

In 1965 we went our various ways, with 
John going to teach in Hull until deciding to 
emigrate to Canada in 1967.  His last night in 
Britain was spent with us.  The next day my 
wife and I took him over to the Pier Head, 
Liverpool, to board the Empress of England.  
We were the only people there to wave him 
off.  Saying farewell was a sad moment.  The 
Empress slipped her moorings and sailed down 
the Mersey, bound for the Clyde to take on 
more passengers.

There, Elspeth comes into the story, a lass 
from Dunfermline, embarking for Montreal 
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to teach.  Love blossomed and one wonders 
if there was a ‘DiCaprio/Winslet’ moment 
in mid-Atlantic.  Sadly, on disembarking, the 
young couple went their several ways, with 
John travelling to Western Canada.

John first taught in Alberta, during 
which time the two kept in touch before 
marrying in 1970. Together they moved to 
Mica Creek, teaching the children of parents 
employed building a hydro - electric dam 
before moving to Revelstoke, BC.  In due 
course, John gained a Master’s in Education, 
finally retiring in 2001.

Anticipating their retirement, John and 
Elspeth bought land on Vancouver Island 
where John pursued his hobbies of art, 
gardening, Scottish dancing with Elspeth, and, 
with his great gift for conversation, talking 
with anyone who wished to chat (no change 
there). His favourite charity was Youth with a 
Mission, working in the Philippines.

Our condolences go to Elspeth, sons Iain 
and Angus, and her five grandchildren.

Ken Tasker

Tim Frohwein (1987)
I first met Tim on interview day for Chester 
College back in March 1983.  Tim was a 
strikingly tall character and we struck up a 
friendship on that day. On starting at Chester 
in September that year, I met up again with 
Tim as we were both in Fisher House and 
were in the same Geography set. 

In the second year I shared student 
digs with Tim in Woodside Court and the 
memories I have of Tim during this time 
were his culinary skills - his spaghetti cheese 
and his legendary door stop sandwiches.

Tim was a kind, warm hearted, witty 
and genuine person.  I feel privileged to 
have known such a character as Tim and can 
honestly say that he will be sadly missed by 
all who knew him at Chester.

Lawrence Bee (1986)

Margaret Wilson
Margaret Wilson died in February aged 85. 
Her funeral took place at St Thomas’ Church, 
Whitby on Friday, February 21, 2014.

Anon

.Staff obituaries
John Borland

It is with regret that the University was 
informed of the death of Professor John 
Borland, who passed away on Saturday, April 
12, after a sudden illness.

John had been a Professor with 
the Department of Social Studies and 
Counselling since 2007 and was absolutely 
pivotal in establishing policing provision at 
the University’s Warrington Campus. 

A distinguished, experienced and 
well-published researcher, John was a 
tireless ambassador for the University, and 
unstintingly advocated the establishment of 
links between the University and Cheshire 
Constabulary to ensure the development of a 
professional police service. 

John was a truly inspirational individual, 
who was able to stimulate enthusiasm and 
creativity amongst everyone he worked 
with. He was a highly regarded member of 
the Faculty of Social Science, contributing 
significantly to its work, and will be deeply 
missed by all who came into contact with him. 

Our thoughts are with his family and 
friends at this time.

Dr David Balsamo, Dean of Social Science

Rev Canon Dr WAL Vincent 
(Chaplain and Lecturer)

The Rev Dr WAL Vincent (Leslie) died 
peacefully at Stoneleigh Residential Home, 
Wimbourne on  January 15, 2013 aged 102.

Leslie Vincent was Chaplain and Lecturer 
in Divinity at Chester Diocesan Training 
College from 1952 until 1964. He was 
affectionately known as ‘Wally,’ a nickname 
that belied his sharp, academic mind, his 
depth of Biblical scholarship and his skill 
as a teacher. He exuded an air of charm 
and urbanity, matched with a beautifully 
modulated voice. His lectures and sermons 
were memorable. Always finely crafted and 
compellingly argued, he delivered them with 
elegant hand gestures and often peppered 
them with dry humour and bon mots. 

A boy chorister, he had a fine singing 
voice, which was evident in the sung responses 
during chapel at Chester, thoroughly eclipsing 
that of the Rev Aubrey Price (then Principal), 
for whom singing was never a strong point!

Born on December 22, 1911 in Newport, 
Monmouthshire, he attended Newport High 
School and went on to read History at The 
University of Bristol where, as a competent 
pianist and organist, music played an 
important part in his life. 

His first teaching post was in Chelmsford 
and he was ordained priest at Chelmsford 
Cathedral on Trinity Sunday 1940. His BLitt 
thesis, 'The State and School Education 1640-
1660', was acclaimed in the New Statesman 
as a perfect model for such a study.  

In 1944 he married Mary Price, daughter 
of a churchwarden at St Woolos and, after 

his tenure at Christ Church, Oxford, he went 
on to spend 12 years at Chester College. 

In 1964 he became Vice-Principal of St 
Matthias College, Fishponds, Bristol where he 
completed his doctoral thesis, The Grammar 
Schools, 1660-1714, receiving his Oxford 
doctorate in 1968. Before leaving Bristol he was 
made Honorary Canon of Bristol Cathedral. 

In the 1980s, he and Mary retired to 
Tarrant Keyneston, where he took Sunday 
services in the churches of the Tarrant 
valley. In 1992 they moved to Wimborne 
where, sadly Mary died after only three 
months in their new home. 

An active life allowed Leslie to maintain 
his independence until 2008, when he went 
into residential care at Stoneleigh. 

Rod Hunt MBE

Frederick Starkey
We are sad to report the death of former 
lecturer Fred Starkey, who passed away in 
October. A full obituary will be published 
online when we receive further details.

Over the course of the year, as we receive 
obituaries for former staff and students, we 
wish that we had met or had the chance to 
spend more time with such inspirational and 
well-loved people. From the descriptions 
given, it is clear that the friendships forged 
are lifelong, and the humour, camaraderie 
and memories of their time on campus stay 
with alumni for many years.   

We are also very conscious that it is 
impossible to summarise the achievements 
of their lives in 350 words.  We are therefore 
setting up a section on the website which 
we have called ‘Friends Remembered’ 
where a full account can be uploaded.  We 
acknowledge that it is important to record 
the detail of who the alumni were, what they 
did as students and how they lived, following 
the completion of their studies.  We will 
need to continue with a word limit in The 
Cestrian magazine, so that there is space for 
everyone’s contribution and we hope that 
our solution will resolve the issue of having to 
reduce well written obituaries of dear friends.

obituaries

Year Notes for the next issue:

We look forward to receiving Year Notes 
for the Spring 2015 edition of The Cestrian 
by Friday, January 16, 2015. So that we can 
include everyone’s news, we ask that they 
are kept to 350 words maximum and it is 
recommended that they are emailed so 
that we can acknowledge receipt. Please 
email them to alumni@chester.ac.uk
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sport

University staff and students represent Team 
GB thanks to funding from generous alumni

Three aspiring athletes from the University of 
Chester were given a helping hand along their 
way to international competitions thanks to 
the institution’s generous alumni.

Quidditch players Jessica O’Neill and 
Dale King-Evans from Whitchurch and Dr Ceri 
Nicholas, a triathlete from Mold, were each 
recipients of the Cestrian Alumni Award – a 
bursary managed by the University of Chester 
Alumni Association, consisting of two £500 
awards each year. Students or staff from the 
University can apply for the funding, which 
could assist them in achieving their personal 
goals in sport or community initiatives at a high 
level (national or international representation).

Mathematics students Jessica and Dale, 
applied for the bursary after being chosen to 
represent Team GB in the Quidditch Global 
Games in Canada in July. As a joint application, 
they shared the £500 award, so received £250 
each. 

Inspired by the famous Harry Potter 
book and film series, Quidditch is now one 
of the fastest growing team sports in the UK. 
Participants move around the pitch, mounted 
on broomsticks, dodging ‘bludgers’ while 
attempting to score points by throwing a 
‘quaffle’ through one of the three hoops at the 
end of the pitch. 

The Global Games is a biennial event, in 
which national teams representing quidditch-

playing countries from around the world, meet 
to compete and crown a global champion. 

Out of the seven teams in the competition, 
the British team was placed fourth overall, 
with the USA in first place, Australia second 
and Canada third.

Jessica said: “It was a great honour to be 
chosen to represent the country and an even 
more amazing opportunity to be able to play 
in Canada against so many other countries. 
The Cestrian Alumni Award was a huge 
financial help for us. We’re really grateful to 

the University’s Alumni Association for helping 
us participate in this event.”

Dr Ceri Nicholas, a Senior Lecturer 
in Clinical Sciences and Nutrition at the 
University, was awarded £500 after being 
selected to represent Great Britain in the 
European Triathlon Championships in 
Kitzbuhel, Austria.

Ceri qualified for the event which 
consisted of a 1,500 metre open-water swim, 
followed by a 40km cycle and a 10km run, 
at the standard distance triathlon in Bala in 
September 2013. 

She said: “I was delighted to find out that 
I was going to be one of the recipients of the 
Cestrian Alumni Award. The £500 helped 
cover some of the expenses that I incurred as 
a result of travelling to Austria, which included 
travel for me and my bike, accommodation in 
Austria, GB kit and an equipment upgrade in 
order to compete at that level.”

Ceri took part in the European Triathlon 
Championships in Austria on June 22, but had 
to drop out of the race after falling hard off her 
bike on a steep, narrow section of the course, 
causing her to break her collarbone (and 
puncture her tyre) as a result.

Despite trying her best to carry on, the 
puncture repair didn’t last and she found it 
difficult to control the bike on such a hilly 
course with an injury of that nature.

Ceri is making a good recovery and 
is hoping that she qualifies for the 2015 
European Championships in Switzerland. 

(From l-r) Alumni Association members Stan France (Secretary) and Dave Robertson (Treasurer) with 
Jessica O’Neill, Dr Ceri Nicholas, Dale King and Alumni Association committee member Pat Ransome. 

Jessica and Dale represented Great Britain in the Quidditch Global Games.
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sport

Sports event welcomes 
alumni back to Campus

Chester Alumni Basketball team.

Chester Alumni Hockey team.

Warrington Alumni Men's Football team.

Warrington Alumni Ladies' Hockey team beat 
the current student team.

University of Chester students past and present 
gathered on the Parkgate Road, Chester and 
Warrington Campuses in May to take part in an 
old boys and girls versus current students sports 
tournament.

Around 50 alumni from each Campus 
returned to their old stomping ground to take 
on student teams.

In Warrington, alumni teams proved that 
they still had what it takes to reign victorious, 
winning every match apart from basketball, 
which involved an exciting game in which the 
former students were narrowly defeated. In 
Chester, after some very close games, the 
Alumni Ladies’ Basketball and Netball teams 
were victorious but the current students fought 
back to win football, men’s basketball and 
hockey.

Clare Hay, Alumni and Development Officer 
at the University added: “It was great to 
welcome the old boys and girls back to Chester 
to take part in this tournament. It was good fun, 
no one took it too seriously and everyone had 
a great time. We hope that the alumni versus 
current student sports tournament will be an 
annual event and there are already plans to 
make next year’s event even bigger and better.”

Anyone wishing to register their interest 
in next year’s contest which will take place on 
Saturday May 23, 2015, should contact Clare 
Hay on 01244 511005 or email:  
alumni@chester.ac.uk


