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WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN 2105 EDITION OF THE 
CESTRIAN MAGAZINE.
We have enjoyed a very busy summer, with the final events cele-
brating our 175th anniversary: Warrington community open day, 
the Past v Present sports tournaments, Camerata performance, 
Gala Dinner and of course our very own annual alumni reunion!

We have been thrilled to host so many diverse activities, and 
welcome the return of alumni from all decades. We have received 
some amazing additions to our archive: each piece of information 
or artefact that you share with us helps to build a clearer picture 
of what student life was like, and how our journey continues.

A display of memorabilia is now in the Common Room in Old 
College, and if you would like to view this, please contact us and 
we will be delighted to give you a tour.

A huge thank you to everyone who has made a contribution 
to our stained glass window appeal. We are thrilled to announce 
that we have exceeded our target of £10,000 and we can’t wait to 
reveal the window next year – watch this space!

Fiona Roberts 
Alumni and Development Manager

Introduction
Canon Professor TJ Wheeler DL

Welcome to this first edition of the 
new-look, Cestrian magazine. The 
Alumni and Development Office 
has been working with colleagues 
in the Graphics team, to freshen 
up the look of this publication, the 
result of which is very impressive. 
We hope you’ll agree!

The last academic year saw a 
great deal of celebration through 
the events connected with the 
University’s 175th Anniversary. I 
hope all those alumni that were 
able to attend enjoyed the events 
as much as we did.

We also saw the acquisition 
of the Queen’s Park Campus, the 
physical establishment of University 
Centre Shrewsbury, and countless 
achievements from University 
students, former students and staff.

This current academic year 
will undoubtedly be a similarly 
busy and stimulating one. 
Recruitment of new students to 
the University remains healthy, in 
an unpredictable higher education 
landscape which saw the cap on 
student numbers lifted.

The first cohort has now begun 
studying at University Centre 
Shrewsbury - to think that the 
University of Chester began life as 
Chester Diocesan Training College 
with only 10 students. My colleagues 
at Shrewsbury are well-placed to 
pursue this exciting venture which 
will become a sister university in its 
own right in future years.

On the Parkgate Road Campus, 
work continues on the extension 
to the Seaborne Library which 
is expected to be completed in 
2016. A key change on Campus the 
relocation of the University’s Main 
Reception to Grosvenor House, with 
a new catering area installed in its 
former location in the Binks Building. 
Additionally, the creation of a new 

exit on to Parkgate Road should 
hopefully impact positively on traffic 
congestion on and off Campus.

At Warrington, summer works 
saw the refurbishment of a number 
of the student accommodations, 
showering facilities and dining 
areas. Thornton Science Park, 
home to the country’s first Faculty 
of Engineering to be set up for 
more than two decades, continues 
to undergo refurbishment, 
with a number of the buildings 
rejuvenated over the last three 
months. Thornton now has a 
prominent place within the 
Northern Powerhouse.

We entered the new academic 
year with a real vote of confidence 
from our students in being 
announced as a finalist for the 
Times Higher Education awards 
category ‘Most Improved Student 
Experience’, which is determined 
by a poll wherein around 20,000 
students have rated the academic 
reputation, teaching, facilities and 
social lives of institutions. The 
University won this accolade in 
2012, and is delighted to have been 
shortlisted once again. We will 
hear whether or not we have been 
successful on November 26.

All signs point to a challenging 
and exciting new academic year! 

It was lovely to see so many 
former students return for another 
highly successful Alumni Reunion 
weekend in September. Our doors 
are always open, should you 
wish to return to the University, 
whether for further study, or just 
to see the march of progress. 
My colleagues in the Alumni and 
Development Office would be 
happy to hear from you.

Vice Chancellor and Chair of the UCAA 
Executive Committee, 

Professor Tim Wheeler
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Hollywood calls 
for University 
Writing Fellow

Dr Francesca Haig,  a visiting Writing Fellow at the 
University, whose novel has been picked up by Stephen 
Spielberg’s DreamWorks, says that the University of Chester 
will always hold a special place in her heart.

Dr Francesca Haig was, until 
recently, a Senior Lecturer 
and a Programme Leader 
on the BA (Hons) Creative 
Writing course.

Her first novel, The Fire 
Sermon, is described as post-
apocalyptic, with elements of 
fantasy and science fiction. 
It’s the first in a trilogy and 
was published in the UK, 
Commonwealth (excluding 
Canada) and USA, earlier this 
year. Translation rights to the 
series have also been sold in 
more than 20 countries.

The film rights to the 
novel have been bought by 
DreamWorks, with Nicole 
Perlman, who co-wrote 
Marvel’s The Guardian of the 
Galaxy, lined up to write the 
screenplay. News of the film 
deal led to The Fire Sermon, 
being referred to as a ‘Young 
Adult’ novel (and the natural 
successor to The Hunger 
Games), but Francesca says 
that while she doesn’t mind 
the link, it’s not a label that 
she or her publishers have 
used:

“There is terrific work 
being produced in Young 
Adult (YA) literature, but 
I don’t think my novel 
particularly fits into that 
genre, strictly speaking. It’s 
darker and more unrelenting 

than some of the YA novels 
and my heroine is in her early 
20s. As far as the film rights 
are concerned, I am looking 
on with wonder and surprise 
– it may never be made, and I 
am just really happy to have a 
publisher publish my novel!”

Francesca said: “I have 
worked in a number of 
academic departments at a 
number of universities and I 
just loved the University of 
Chester from the moment I 
went for an interview there. 
I love the commitment of 
its staff and students and 
I have found it such an 
inspirational place.

Francesca thanks 
the University in the 
acknowledgements section 
of The Fire Sermon: “I have 
had very real, practical 
support from the University. 
I received funding from the 
Faculty of Humanities and the 
Department of English, which 
provided me with writing 
time at Gladstone’s Library in 
Hawarden, which was a lovely, 
conducive place to work.”

“ I just loved the University of Chester from the 
moment I went for an interview there. I love the 
commitment of its staff and students and I have 
found it such an inspirational place.”



QUEEN’S PARK
CAMPUS OPENS ITS DOORS

UNIVERSITY WINS PRESTIGIOUS MARKETING AWARD

The Queen’s Park 
Campus officially 
‘opened for 
business’ and 
welcomed its first 
cohort of students 
this term.

The new business school, based in Handbridge, was purchased by the University in March 2015 and features 
up-to-date learning facilities including student-friendly learning zones and quiet areas for study; a dedicated 
business library; large lecture theatres and seminar rooms and open access computer suites containing the 
latest IT equipment.

Professor Ruth Ashford, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Business and Management, said: “We’re really 
excited to welcome the first students to be taught at our new Campus. This is a prestigious setting in which 
to study, mirroring the corporate environment and further preparing our students for the world of work.

“Our close proximity to the city centre means an even closer relationship with our many public and 
private sector partners who will be regularly welcomed to the site for business events.”

Formerly a bank and historic army Western Command headquarters during the Second World War, the 
new Campus includes areas for students to socialise outside the building as well as its own green expanse of 
formal gardens and grounds leading down to the River Dee.

On-site catering facilities include a Starbucks ‘grab-and-go’ cafeteria and eat-your-own food areas. There 
is also a top-floor brasserie-style dining room with a balcony with picturesque views over the River.

We constantly hear 
wonderful stories about 
your memories of your 
time as students at 
Chester and it is apparent 
that some things never 
change. Thanks to the 
positive feedback from its 
students, the University 
has earned a coveted 
national award. 

The Marketing, Recruitment and 
Admissions (MRA) Department 
won a bronze Heist Award in the 
Student Voice Category, which is 
an award based purely on student 
responses. At a ceremony held at 
the Palace Hotel in Manchester, 
representatives from the 
Department were there to collect 
the Award, which recognises 
excellent practice in higher 
education marketing. 

Students from across the UK 
were asked to comment on how 
their university was marketed to 
them and whether that had proved 

to be a realistic impression.
Comments from University of 

Chester students included:
•“The University has gone above 

and beyond with the staff help and 
the opportunities it has provided 
to me. I love everything about the 
University.”

•“Enjoyable, amazing Uni, 
supportive!”

•“When help is needed, there is 
always someone to ask and answer 
any questions.”

•“The support staff, such as 
those in Disability Support and 
extracurricular activities (Careers 

and Employability), have all been 
excellent.”

•“Before I came to the University 
I thought that my degree would be 
the only focus throughout the next 
three years and that would be it. 
In fact, it turned out to be much 
more than that. I have gained a 
large variety of transferable skills 
throughout other activities and 
general communication with other 
students, such as volunteering, 
working in part-time employment 
to help fund my living needs for my 
time at University and also getting 
involved with smaller jobs that are 
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UNIVERSITY WINS PRESTIGIOUS MARKETING AWARD

“We’re always happy 
to accommodate 
film crews, especially 
for such a high-
profile television 
programme such 
as Trust Me, I’m a 
Doctor.“

The Centre has become a regular 
‘go-to’ venue for television 
producers wanting credible 
experts and state-of-the-art 
backdrops for documentary-style 
programmes. For the fourth 
time in as many months, a TV 
crew set-up shop in the Parkgate 
Road building recently, to film a 
segment for an episode of the 
new series of BBC2’S Trust Me, 
I’m a Doctor.

The programme, which 
aired in July, included a look 
into the science behind the 
differences between organic 
and non-organic foods. The film 
crew went out and about on the 
streets of Chester conducting 
taste tests with members of the 
public, before shooting footage 
of NoWFOOD’s research into the 
Vitamin C content of fresh versus 
four-day-old apples, carrots, 
potatoes and tomatoes.

NoWFOOD’s Professor 
Graham Bonwick, working with 
Dr Catherine Birch, said: “We did 

the analytical testing to find out 
if, four days after purchase, the 
food deteriorated in terms of 
Vitamin C content.  The results 
showed a clear decline, which is 
something we already knew. But 
we’d never tested the differences 
between organic and non-
organic before.”

They added: “We’re always 
happy to accommodate film 
crews, especially for such a high-

profile television programme 
such as Trust Me, I’m a Doctor.  It 
not only helps put the University 
of Chester on the map nationally, 
but also highlights the work of 
the NoWFOOD Centre in front of 
a very diverse audience.”

Graham worked on camera 
with GP and television presenter, 
Dr Chris van Tulleken. Chris is 
well-known for his TV work 
with his twin brother and fellow 

doctor, Xand – the pair famously 
teamed-up for Horizon: Fat v 
Sugar, a special investigation 
where they each embarked on 
a month-long high fat or high 
sugar diet to see what effect such 
foods have on the body.

NoWFOOD also featured 
earlier this year on BBC 
consumer programme Rip Off 
Britain, exploring UK meat 
imports and sandwich content.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
Staff at the North West Food Research Development (NoWFOOD) Centre, which is part of the University of 

Chester’s Institute of Food Science and Innovation, are getting used to being put under the spotlight.

Cameraman 
Phil Broom (left) and 

‘Trust Me, I’m a Doctor’ presenter, 
Dr Chris Van Tulleken (right) 
with NoWFOOD’s Professor 

Graham Bonwick.

Colleagues from the MRA team collect their Award from Jeremy Vine.

provided by the Students’ Union.”
Welcoming the recognition, Ric 

Bengree, the University’s Acting 
Director of MRA, said: “We are 
delighted that this award not only 
recognises the excellent work that 
the University does to engage with 
our students through the creative 
use of multiple channels, but also 
that our students feel that what we 
say is a true and accurate reflection 
of the University of Chester 
experience. To achieve that 
recognition from our own students 
is particularly pleasing!”
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KIND ALUMNI GESTURE 
HELPS STUDENT TO 
SUPPORT CHARITY

A charity, which offers 
support to families affected 
by kidney disease in Wales, 
will also benefit from a kind 
donation from the University 
of Chester’s Alumni 
Association (UCAA).

The UCAA Executive 
Committee donated £100 to 
the Kidney Wales Foundation, 
which also carries out research 

into kidney disease, after 
finding out about the mission of 
Llinos Jones, a final year Events 
Management student at the 
University. 

Llinos, 20, from 
Machynlleth, was diagnosed 
with a rare kidney disease 
at the age of nine, meaning 
that she spent much of her 
childhood in and out of hospital. 

The Kidney Wales Foundation 
supported Llinos and her family, 
throughout the treatment and 
she was able to make a full 
recovery.

Since the age of 13, Llinos 
has been taking part in the 
annual Walk for Life events in 
her home town, in order to give 
something back to the charity. 

Earlier this year, the 
opportunity to take over the 
organisation of the event arose 
when the previous organiser 
announced she would be 
stepping down. Llinos felt 
that she would be up for the 
challenge, thanks to the skills 

she had learnt on her Events 
Management course, and is 
now one of the youngest Walk 
for Life organisers in Wales, 
juggling the organisation of the 
event with her full-time studies.

This year, she encouraged 
around 40 people to take part in 
the event, raising £1,774.79 for 
the Kidney Wales Foundation.

Llinos added: “I’m incredibly 
thankful to the UCAA for their 
kind donation. The Kidney 
Wales Foundation is a great 
charity which helps lots of 
people like me. The donation 
from the UCAA will be gratefully 
received by them.”

It’s a question we often get asked: “Why is Small Hall called, 
Small Hall when there is no Big Hall? It used to be known as 
Gladdy (Gladstone) Hall when I was a student at Chester!” 

We believe that the name ‘Gladstone Hall’, which regularly 
played host to big names in music at the time, such as Status 
Quo, Dire Straits and the Average White Band as well as 
hosting the infamous weekly ‘Bop’, was changed in the late 
90s, to avoid confusion with the Gladstone Conference Centre, 
which was built on Campus. 

When Sue Carmichael joined the UCAA committee last 
year, she reported that on recent visits to the Campus, some 
of her friends had been disappointed to see that the venue 
had been relegated to Small Hall and asked on behalf of her 
friends, whether its former, fondly-remembered name could 
be acknowledged in some way. 

Sue worked with Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development 
Manager, to come up with some wording for a plaque, which now 
takes pride of place on the front of Small Hall. While there are no 
immediate intentions of readopting the old name, we hope that 
alumni from pre-2000s will appreciate this nod to the past.

“Why is Small Hall called, 
Small Hall when there is 
no Big Hall?”

Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development Manager 
and Sharon Forsdyke (UCAA), present Llinos with 
a cheque.
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Alumnus among
winners of inaugural

reading awards
Earlier this year, Roderick Hunt 
MBE, a mid-year student at 
Chester College from
1957- 58, became the fi rst ever 
recipient of the ‘Outstanding 
Achievement’ accolade in 
the inaugural ‘What Kids Are 
Reading’ Awards, sponsored 
by Renaissance Learning. 

Roderick, along with 
co-creator Alex Brychta, is 
responsible for the ever-
popular ‘magic key’ stories, 
which form part of the Oxford 
Reading Tree programme. 
Biff , Chip, Kipper and Floppy 
have a ubiquitous presence 
in classrooms and libraries up 
and down the country and, 
throughout the world, have 
helped countless children in 
their early years to become 
fl uent and enthusiasti c 

readers. This award recognises 
the outstanding contributi on 
Roderick has made over the 30 
years since the fi rst of the now 
extensive series of ‘magic key’ 
books were published in 1985.

At a ceremony held during 
a cruise on the River Thames, 
awards were presented for 
the most popular authors for 
primary and for secondary 
students, according to the 
votes cast by more than 
500,000 students using 
Accelerated Reader, a tool 
used for monitoring and 
managing independent 
reading practi ce.

On receiving his award 
at the ceremony, Roderick 
said: “I am honoured to 
be the fi rst recipient of 
the What Kids Are Reading 

Outstanding Contributi on 
Award. Literacy is vital to 
the intellectual health of the 
nati on. Becoming a fl uent and 
committ ed reader should be 
our gift  to every child. 

“Rarely, if ever, have 
books been more appealing, 
more engaging and more 
varied, but never before 
has reading had to compete 
with the enti cing and 
beguiling att racti ons of the 
digital world. All power to 
programmes like Accelerated 
Reader that monitor, 
moti vate and extend a child’s 
progress into the rich and 
magical world of reading. 
If the Oxford Reading Tree 
stories play a small part in that 
progression, I am overjoyed.” 

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email schools.enquiries.uk@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Rod Hunt, MBE.

UCAA
NEEDS
YOU!

The University of Chester Alumni Associati on 
(UCAA) said a fond farewell to two 
members of the Executi ve 
Committ ee recently, as Brian 
McDermott  and Steve 
Westgarth both stepped 
down. Brian felt that it was 
ti me to reti re aft er serving 
the Alumni Associati on for 
over 60 years, while Steve 
found that he had less 
free ti me to commit to the 
UCAA due to the growth of 
his business, Footsqueek - 
which this year was once again          

      shortlisted for the Cheshire Business of                  
    the Year Award. 

The Alumni and Development Offi  ce 
would like to thank both Brian and 

Steve for their hard work and 
dedicati on over the years, and 

hope that they will stay in 
touch!

This means that there 
are a couple of vacancies 

on the UCAA Executi ve 
Committ ee.

If you’re interested in becoming 
involved please get in touch via:

email: alumni@chester.ac.uk or 
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The 175th Anniversary   
Year in pictures

1. University Christmas Tree, Chester Cathedral
2. Choirs’ Festi val
3&4. The Anniversary Quilt
5,6,7&8. Founders’ Day 
9&10. Grounds & Gardens Team with the 
University Rose
11. Rev Dr Lesley Cooke speaks at Nostalgia event
12. University beers brewed for the Anniversary
13. Sir Ranulph Fiennes receives an honorary 
degree

The last academic year was jam packed with events 
and activities to celebrate the 175th Anniversary. 
From hair-raising zip wire challenges to glittering 
gala balls; colourful roses to choral performances; 

trips down memory lane and hikes up  soggy 
Snowdon, there was something for everyone…

including specially brewed beer! Here is a roundup 
of 175th activities in pictures.

1

2

3

4

5

6

21

22

2425

23
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The 175th Anniversary   
Year in pictures

9 8 11

6 7 10

13

12

14

14&15. Graduati on
16. A procession through the city for 
graduati on
17. Staff  and VIPs att ended a Gala dinner
18&19. The fi reworks extravaganza at 
Queen’s Park Campus
20&21. HRH The Earl of Wessex visited 
Riverside Campus
22. Staff  and alumni ascend Snowdon
23. Bill Stothart and Peter Harrop att empt 
the zip wire challenge
24. University Fanfare at Chester Cathedral
25. Former staff  receiving honorary degrees

19 18

1720

15

16
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Dave Grimshaw
Dave Grimshaw, former Radio 
Production Programme Leader, 
left the Padgate Campus after 
more than a quarter of a 
century. He joined the staff at 
Warrington in 1989, when it 
was still North Cheshire College, 
following a successful career as 
a news producer and broadcast 
journalist with BBC Radio 
Merseyside. 

He was the driving 
force behind setting up the 
University’s award winning 
student-run radio station, 
now The Cat Radio, so-called 
in reference to the Alice in 
Wonderland character – the 
Cheshire Cat.

Just last year, Dave was 
crowned, ‘Most inspiring 
Lecturer’ in Chester Students’ 
Union’s Above and Beyond 
Awards. He said: “That was very 
flattering because at the end 
of the day, I’m simply doing my 
job. Teaching for me has been 
an accidental career, but the 
reason I’ve stayed so long is 
the people – working with my 
colleagues and the students has 
been an inspiration for me.”

Although now retired from 
teaching, Dave is not about to 
hang up his headphones just yet!

He added: “I have a list of 
radio and audio design projects 
in mind, but I’m definitely going 
to shift my work-life balance 
over, towards the life side!”

UNIVERSITY SAYS 
‘FAREWELL’ TO 

WARRINGTON’S 
DYNAMIC DUO

The University’s 
Warrington Campus 

said goodbye to 
two dedicated, key 

members of staff 
recently, with a 

collective 45 years’ 
service behind them.

Professor Peter Harrop
After a career that took him to four different continents, one of the 
University’s most respected figures retired at the end of July.

Master-of-all-trades, Professor Peter Harrop held the posts of Senior 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Provost of the Warrington Campus and University 
Public Orator. He came to Chester in 1996 as Head of the Performing Arts 
Department and in 2004, became inaugural Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
and Media and played a major role in establishing the Kingsway Campus.

While his resumé is far too long to detail in full here, a short version 
sees Peter teaching acting, devising and directing theatre in universities in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the USA. As a Professor in Drama, he has directed/
devised around 50 productions and has remained very active in research 
during his time at Chester, publishing a range of journals.

His ‘extra-curricular’ activities include involvement with Warrington 
and Halton  Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Warrington Collegiate 
Institute, Warrington and Co and the Warrington Skills Commission. Peter 
started the Warrington Works Festival and introduced the University and 
Warrington Wolves partnership that has grown from strength-to-strength 
with the Wolves team regularly on campus for training, briefing and media 
interviews. The Warrington Campus was also the training ground for the 
Samoan team during the recent Rugby League World Cup.

Some of Peter’s most enjoyable tasks have been in his role as 
University Public Orator. He has written no less than 72 encomiums, 
addressing congregations at the awarding of honorary degrees. 

Staff at the Warrington Campus gathered together to say ‘goodbye’ 
and were joined by Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler who thanked 
Peter for all his work and leadership at Warrington.

Professor Annette McIntosh-Scott has taken over the post of Provost 
at the Warrington Campus.

Dave in The Cat 
Radio studio.

Professor Harrop.
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I learned many valuable lessons during my time at Padgate College, 
admittedly not all in the classroom. I started College in 1976 on 
a three year teachers’ certificate course and, from the minute I 
waved my parents off from outside my hall of residence, I threw 
myself into student life. Apart from my studies I was active in the 
Students’ Union, first as a member of the Social Committee, 
then as joint editor of Sagax, the Union magazine, and finally as 
Social Secretary.

For a small college I think we had a very active social life. Apart 
from the twice weekly discos, with the occasional band thrown in 
on Friday nights, there were plenty of clubs and societies to choose 
from, so there was always something to do.  For me, this meant that 
many of my waking hours were spent in the Students’ Union office, 
writing faintly libellous articles for Sagax, booking bands and planning 
events. By a strange quirk of fate the office was very close to the bar!

Being involved in the Students’ Union was a great experience, 
even though it distracted me from studying and resulted in a year 
out of College while I re-sat exams. But even the year out was fun: I 
worked as a conductor for Crosville buses in Warrington and shared 
a house with friends. Eventually I managed to complete my course 
in 1980 and qualify as a teacher.  I taught in primary and secondary 
schools for six years, but eventually I decided I’d quite like a job 
working with grown-ups.  For the past 28 years I’ve worked in 
learning and development for the Civil Service.

I have to be honest and say I wasn’t a model student whilst I 
was at Padgate: the temptations of a lively social life were too great. 
However, by the mid-1980s I realised that I actually missed studying 
and went on to complete a part-time BA and MA in English Literature.  
Given the chance to do things again, I wouldn’t change anything: 
being a student at Padgate was great fun and character forming!

Padgate 
Memories 
captured 
on film

Padgate Memories, will be 
available to view online 
shortly (watch out for the 
link on the alumni website) 
or you can obtain your free 
copy by contacting us at: 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or 
telephone: 01244 511091. 
We ask for a donation of 
£2.50 towards the cost 
of postage and packaging. 

Dave Fernley (far right) with other 
members of the Students’ Union Exec 

Committee, taken from Sagax circa 1978. 

Dave Fernley, from Glossop in Derbyshire, joined Padgate College in 1976 on a three year 
teaching course. Now living in Malton, North Yorkshire and thanks to the wonders of social 
media, he recently reunited with some of his College friends after 34 years! 
We were thrilled to hear from Dave, who shared his happy memories of College days with us: 

“I WOULDN’T 
CHANGE 
ANYTHING”

Top: Alumni with the celebratory cake.
Bottom: Wayne O’Brien with some of the alumni featured in Padgate Memories.

Warrington celebrates
Even the weather played its part in May, as the 
Warrington Campus (formerly Padgate College) 
celebrated its 65 year anniversary since the college 
was recognised by the Department of Education in 1949. The 
event featured a day of activities for students, alumni, families and 
neighbours.

Departments, including the School of Management, Nursing, 
Social Work, Sports, Education and Policing, organised displays, 
demonstrations, quizzes and entertainment throughout the day. 

Padgate Memories, a film produced by Senior Lecturer Wayne 
O’Brien, and presented by David Grimshaw, had its premiere screening 
and took viewers on a trip down memory lane. The final event of the 
day was a Celebratory Afternoon Tea for former students, during 
which Elsie Newton was invited to cut the celebratory cake.

65W
AR

RINGTON CAMPUS

•  1949                        
   2

014
  •

ANNIVERSARY

mailto:alumni@chester.ac.uk


12          The Cestrian 2015/16

An age-old tradition which was resurrected this year to mark the 
University’s 175th Anniversary, has been captured forever in a wash of 
colour, thanks to the work of a talented alumnus.

Thomas Plunkett, a Fine Art and English Literature graduate, 
and now President of the Royal Watercolour Society (PRWS), was 
commissioned by the University, to capture the essence of the spring 
graduation ceremony and procession in a series of watercolour paintings.

Thomas, who lives in Radlett, Hertfordshire, has had a very 
impressive career as an artist since leaving Chester in 1994. As well as 
being listed in Who’s Who in Art and Antiques, he has undertaken many 
commissions, his work being found in many private collections in the 
UK and worldwide, including those of the Bishop of St Albans and Her 
Majesty The Queen. He has also exhibited at a number of prestigious 
venues across the country and internationally. 

In 2013, and in keeping with a centuries-old tradition of marking 
ceremonial funerals with sketches available to be bought by the public, 
Thomas was asked to paint the funeral ceremony of Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher, which included the horse-drawn carriage, the Guard of 
Honour formed by London’s iconic Chelsea Pensioners and the 
splendour of St Paul’s Cathedral interior. The fruits of his labour were 
published in a book: The Ceremonial Funeral of Baroness Thatcher.

Leading up to the University’s graduation ceremony in March this 
year, Thomas spent a great deal of time pre-planning, to ensure that 
he would be in the right place and at the right time in order best to 
capture the day’s events.

On the day itself, he sketched a number of images of the 

procession which took place through the streets of Chester, as well as 
the ceremony inside the Cathedral. To help with the colouring and finer 
detail, Thomas also took photographs to work from back in his studio.

He then spent five weeks working on a number of limited edition 
etchings and a stunning collection of four large paintings, all produced 
in ink and watercolour.

Thomas said: “As a Chester graduate, I was absolutely delighted 
to be part of the 175th Anniversary and to be asked to be ‘artist 
in residence’ for the event was a real honour. I greatly enjoy the 
reportage element of working on large scale events, recording and 
visually distilling the scenes in ink and watercolour, so witnessing the 
pageantry of the procession through the beautiful architecture of the 
city of Chester was a real joy.

“It was quite a challenge to capture the Graduation Procession 
through the city, making sure that my recording and sketching kept 
up with the full panoply of Academe that moved at a stately pace 
before my eyes. The ceremony itself, inside the Cathedral, and 
hearing the Vice Chancellor’s inspiring words to the University’s 
newest graduates, struck a chord with me, when I look back at my 
career over the last 21 years since I graduated.”

The four large paintings produced by Thomas, will take pride 
of place in Churchill House, based at the University’s new Queen’s 
Park Campus in Handbridge.  The small number of limited edition 
etchings, hand finished in watercolour, are available for purchase, 
via the University’s online shop. Visit www.chester.ac.uk for more 
information.

UNIVERSITY 
CELEBRATIONS 
PORTRAYED IN WATERCOLOUR

A view from inside the Cathedral.
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Thomas Plunkett, 
a Fine Art and English 
Literature graduate, and now 
President of the Royal Watercolour 
Society (PRWS), was commissioned 
by the University to capture the essence 
of the spring graduation ceremony and 
procession in a series of watercolour paintings. 

The Vice Chancellor and platform party at graduation.Thomas Plunkett. Looking down Eastgate Street, at the colourful procession.

Academics process towards the Cathedral.
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From Newcastle in the North, Lincoln in the East, the Isle of Man in the 
West and Teignmouth in the South, people had made their way for this 
special celebration. Some may have receded in hair and gained a little 
in other areas, but there was no doubting that the camaraderie that 
existed in the good old days still prevailed! 

It was an excellent evening, with the restaurant staff excelling in 
their attentiveness. Balloons and ‘60s music added to the atmosphere. 
We heard of the uniqueness of these years: the BEd started; this was the 
first time that there were equal numbers of men and women; the tower 
block was undergoing construction (many of us had completed a 30 
mile run/walk to help raise money for its erection); there were excellent 
sports teams (football team won the Cheshire Senior Cup); the College 
choir came 3rd at the Llangollen International Eisteddfod etc.

We reminisced about 1965 and some of the characters of the day. 
One of our members was given an ‘extended holiday’ after exiting his 
room with a mountain axe through the door. Another ‘character’ still 
holds the record for the quickest descent of the climbing wall - he had 
several broken bones to show for it! 

Two of our number present, had been honoured with the MBE - 
Karen Tonge and Brian Pickup for services to table tennis and charity 
work respectively. We congratulate them both for this distinguished 
award.

After sharing a buffet, drinks and memories in White’s, many of 
us retired to the Student Bar to continue enjoying this memorable 
and very special occasion together. A big thankyou goes to the Alumni 
and Development team, especially Fiona Roberts, together with the 
restaurant team, for making the evening so memorable. We are now 
planning to meet again in 2018, to celebrate 50 years of leaving! 

Neil McMechan

50 YEARS SINCE 
WE BEGAN

1965

Did you attend the 
Alumni Reunion 

this year?
Take a look at our online 
photo gallery, to see if you 
can spot yourself! 
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni 

If you have any ideas 
on how the Reunion 
format could be improved, 
or would like the Alumni 
and Development Office’s 
assistance to put your 
own mini reunion together, 
please get in touch with us: 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or 
telephone 01244 511078. 

Forty-four sprightly, 
rather mature 
alumni sprang 
into White’s 
Restaurant on the 
Friday evening, to 
celebrate 50 years 
since starting at the 
‘College’, as it was 
known then.
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1975
LEAVERS40
YEARSON!

Call to all 
1986 leavers

We are planning to celebrate 
our 30th anniversary during the 
annual Alumni Reunion weekend in 
September 2016. Current thoughts 
include a buffet on the Saturday 
evening, 80s music and an informal 
bop, and photographic/memorabilia 
displays. We welcome friends who 
graduated in 1985 and 1987. If you 
wish to be involved or have any 
ideas, we would love to hear from 
you! Please contact the Alumni and 
Development Office which will put 
you in touch.

It may have been 40 years since we all left Chester 
College but in record time the years peeled away 

and friendships were rekindled. Friday night: the bar 
was buzzing with lively chat and laughter and after a 
delicious buffet we were soon ready for a rendition of 

the College Medley.
Over 80 past students (around 60 of which were 1975 leavers) 
gathered to reminisce and enjoy that feeling of being “young” 
again. What a splendid turn out!  Many had travelled considerable 
distances to be there - England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales and the 
Isle of Man. Resumés and photographs, collated on memory boards 
and a slideshow, were there for all to peruse. Reading glasses were 
provided... and necessary!!!

The en-suite accommodation available on Campus (a bit of a 
change from Astbury and Fisher days!) was only a short walk from the 
bar!! The following morning we were taken on a tour of the Campus 
followed by free time to shop, go to the races, or simply enjoy being 
back in Chester.

The Commercial Hotel was the venue for the Saturday night buffet 
and get together - with more familiar faces joining us. It didn’t take 
much encouragement to return to the College Bar for a repeat of the 
laughter and singing of the previous night! Emails and phone numbers 
were exchanged; there is no doubt that many will meet up again and 
hopefully come back to Chester for next September’s Reunion.

What a super weekend we all had, with such positive feedback 
from those who attended.

Thank you to all who made this a most memorable; ‘1975 Leavers 
40 Years On‘!!

Lynn Davies
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From humble beginnings, The Salvation Army has gone from 
strength to strength. The charity now has a presence in 127 
countries, its volunteers and members instantly recognisable in 
their distinctive uniforms.

In July this year, more than 16,000 Salvationists attended 
‘Boundless’ – The Salvation Army International Congress in 
London, to mark the Charity’s 150th anniversary. 

Among the delegates was Christopher White, an alumnus of the 
English Department, who graduated in 2008.

Christopher, 28, originally from Hampshire, became involved in the 
Chester branch of The Salvation Army while studying at the University, 
and more so during his summer breaks when he signed up with Camp 
America. He was placed at The Salvation Army’s Camp Wonderland in 
Camp Lake, Wisconsin, USA and after graduating from the University, 
was offered a position as a Youth Minister at Rockford Temple, The 
Salvation Army church in Rockford, Illinois.

It was at the Camp that he met his wife-to-be Rachel, 23, herself 
from Rockford, who he married in 2013. The pair attended seminary 
school in Chicago and after completing their training, they were 
ordained as Salvation Army officers and given the rank of Lieutenant.

They now live and work in Jefferson City, Missouri, as Corps Officers 
(Pastors) of the city’s Salvation Army church. They are responsible for 
running the church, providing its services, looking after its community 
centre and overseeing the work of the ‘Centre of Hope’ Homeless 
Shelter, a 40-bed shelter for homeless men, women and families. The 
shelter provides a safe environment for residents, three meals per day, 
shower and laundry facilities, toiletries, life skill classes and much more.

Lieutenants Christopher and Rachel’s duties vary from day to day, 
but the goal for each day remains constant; to continue ‘doing the most 
good’ throughout the community and meeting the needs of people, 
whatever they might be.

As well as being chaplains to local residents of Jefferson City, 

“All of my experiences 
with the Salvation 
Army, have helped 
me to see there is a 
great human need 
across all ages. The 
Salvation Army tries 
to meet that need, 
whatever it is.”

SOUP, SOAP AND SALVATION
Founded 150 years ago to bring ‘soup, soap and salvation’ to the destitute slums of London’s East End, The 
Salvation Army remains as committed and relevant today, fighting social injustice and supporting people 

throughout the world with their own personal ordeals.

providing pastoral counselling for any situations that people 
might be going through, one of Christopher and Rachel’s main 
goals throughout the year is to raise enough money to keep the 
services going. 

In 2014, the Jefferson City Salvation Army, thanks to its 
army of volunteers, managed to raise $248,000 during its 

annual Christmas Red Kettle Campaign which has been a tradition in the 
US and other parts of the world since 1891. In Jefferson City, the church 
helped around 200 families in the local area last Christmas, including 
$20,000 worth of clothes and toys given to needy children and $2,000 
worth of food vouchers given to families for Christmas.

“All of my experiences with the Salvation Army, have helped me to 
see there is a great human need, across all ages,” said Christopher. “The 
Salvation Army tries to meet that need whatever it is. So if it is mental, 
physical or spiritual, I want to be a part of helping meet that need in this 
community.

“Even though I know this is where I believe God wants us at the 
moment, both Rachel and I at some point would love to serve in England 
as Salvation Army officers. There are many opportunities to serve in 
various countries around the world and I we would love to spend some 
years serving back in the UK.

“My hope is that no matter what rank or appointment we are given, 
whether it be in a tiny town or a huge city, that we work hard and try 
and do the very best we can with the resources that we are given.”

Christopher and Rachel visited Chester in the summer and called 
in to see us in the Alumni and Development Office. We were really 
delighted to meet them both and give them a tour of the Campus. 
Christopher could not believe how much the University had grown and 
changed in the seven years since his graduation.

If you would like to keep up with the good work that Lts Christopher 
and Rachel are doing, visit the Jefferson City Salvation Army’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/SalvationArmyJC

Chris and his wife Rachel 
in the University’s Chapel.

The Salvation Army’s Red 
Kettle Campaign is its biggest 
fundraising campaign of the year.
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City’s
hidden history:
revealed as part of world’s 
first citywide museum trail
A company founded by an Archaeology alumnus from the 
University has brought historic treasures, unearthed from a 
Chester museum, to the city’s streets and created what historians 
believe to be the world’s first citywide museum trail.

Dean Paton, founder of Big Heritage based in Chester, is one of 
the team behind ‘Hoot’s Route’, part of a new initiative which has 
seen 30 businesses in the heart of Chester become mini museums, 
each displaying never-before-seen artefacts from Chester’s 
Grosvenor Museum’s vault. 

Trail finders follow a specially designed map along the route, 
to reveal treasures relating to the products on offer in each of 
the locations along ‘Hoot’s Route’- named in reference to Hoot 
the owl that sits on the shoulder of the Roman goddess Minerva, 
carved into a 2,000-year-old shrine in an old Roman quarry wall by 
the River Dee.

Along the Route, people can expect to find Roman kitchenware in 
a cooking shop, a medieval instrument in a music shop and Edwardian 
wedding shoes in a bridal shop window amongst other amazing 
exhibits which mirror Chester’s trading past. Other artefacts are on 
display in the exact locations where they were unearthed.

The initiative is the first phase of the ‘Chester Unlocked’ 
programme, created by the Big Heritage team – several of 
whom are also alumni of the University - in collaboration with 
CH1ChesterBID.  For more details, visit: www.chesterunlocked.com.

Big Heritage Team
Dean Paton (centre).

http://www.chesterunlocked.com
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Talented Director takes
centre stage in theatre 
John Young has already set the scene for his future, despite only graduating two years ago.

John, 23, has made an impressive 
start to his directing career in 
a short time. He received the 
Emerging Director Bursary from 
Clwyd Theatr Cymru and was 
Resident Director for Chester 
Microplays, before getting the 
Resident Assistant Director 
position at the Finborough 
Theatre, in Central London where 

he assisted on Chicken Dust and 
Our American Cousin.  Most 
recently, he directed We Know 
Where You Live at the Theatre - a 
play which ran for three weeks 
and was performed to sell-out 
audiences in August.

His other directing credits are 
equally as impressive and include: 
What the Walls Saw (Grosvenor 

Park Young Theatre Company); 
High Windows (Camden Peoples 
Theatre); Ten, Ten and Ten 
(Commercial Theatre); Scattered 
(Clwyd Theatr Cymru); Sticky 
Labels (Paupers Pit and Lantern 
Theatre) and staged readings of 
An Incident at the Border (Clwyd 
Theatr Cymru). Assistant Direction 
includes assisting Tim Baker on 

Skyhawk the Musical (Wales and 
Ireland Tour).

John is currently busy 
preparing for his next production, 
which is part of the American 
Voices Festival in London, before 
taking Scattered - a play which he 
co-created, about a Syrian refugee 
moving to Wales - on tour in the 
New Year. 

John Young.

Lauren, an International Development Studies with Spanish graduate, 
was among the 250 young activists from seven different countries, who 
united against poverty and called on world leaders to pledge at least 
50% of overseas aid to the least developed countries. The campaigners 
also urged the leaders to put girls and women at the heart of global 
development and ensure that they produce concrete commitments to 
end extreme poverty.

The demonstration involved inflating large balloons with the faces of 
each G7 leader on them - asking the leaders to produce more than hot 
air - and attracted the attention of the world’s media, including The Daily 
Mail, Gulf News, The Guardian and Yahoo.

Lauren said: “I first heard about ONE about three years ago and 
last autumn, I was accepted on to its Youth Ambassador Programme to 
lobby decision makers, work with the media to raise the profile of ONE’s 
campaigns and encourage the public to sign petitions through online 
activity and local events.

“Since then I have become involved in various campaigns including 
the ongoing ‘Just Say Yes’ pledge which was central to ONE’s Youth 
Ambassador campaigning in the run up to the general election. The 
campaign saw us asking our local prospective parliamentary candidates 
(PPCs) to sign a pledge promising to ensure that most UK aid goes to the 
poorest countries and empowers women. 

“In June I was given the opportunity to visit Facebook London with 
other ONE Youth Ambassadors for a question and answer session with 
Bill Gates (co-founder of Microsoft and the Gates Foundation and one of 
the world’s wealthiest people), which was organised by Global Citizen. 

“He was asked about his work to end poverty in the next 15 years 
and how we can improve health and education opportunities, reduce 
the impact of climate change and develop gender equality. Bill’s quiet 

This summer, Lauren Stevens joined 250 other Youth Ambassadors from 
international campaigning and advocacy organisation, ONE, to take part in 
a peaceful demonstration alongside the G7 summit in Munich, Germany.

response and his limited interest in discussing his personal life showed 
how humble he is. Bill has given away over $38 billion, lots of which 
has contributed towards preventable disease reduction. Overall the 
experience was very inspiring and gave me hope that philanthropy can 
exist in excessively wealthy people.”

Lauren has just embarked on a Master’s degree in Global and 
Transnational Studies at the University of Tampere in Finland, and hopes 
this will lead to a career in International Development. 

Lauren in front the giant balloons 
of the G7 heads of government

Campaigning for change, 
right at the top
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Since graduating with a degree in Humanities from Chester in 1998, Paul Rowlands 
- a lifelong fi lm fanatic - has turned his hobby into a successful online venture which 
has enabled him to work with some big names in the movie industry.

MOVIE BUFF TURNS HOBBY
INTO ONLINE VENTURE

From an early age, Paul has had 
a passion for movies and more 
recently, enjoyed reviewing them 
on his Facebook page. With the 
encouragement of a friend, who 
was impressed by Paul’s knowledge 
and passion for fi lm, he set up 
a website as a celebrati on of all 
things cinema.

www.money-into-light.com, 
named aft er John Boorman’s 
published diary of fi lming The 
Emerald Forest (1985), was 
launched in August 2011 for Paul 
to publish his fi lm reviews. The site 
has received over 260,000 views 
from around the world and has 
far exceeded his expectati ons. It 
features interviews with actors, 

directors, screenwriters, producers 
and many people connected to 
fi lm, all of whom have fascinati ng 
stories to tell about their lives and 
careers. The website also contains 
essays and reviews of classic, 
current and overlooked fi lms, many 
of which are writt en from a unique 
or personal point of view.

Originally from the Wirral, Paul 
runs his website from Japan where 
he has lived for the past 16 years, 
working as an English teacher.  

He said: “My initi al hope 
for the site was just to provide 
reviews of fi lms with some original 
ideas that people might enjoy. My 
reviews brought me into contact 
with people in the fi lm industry 

and aft er becoming friendly online 
with people like Monte Hellman 
(Director of Two-Lane Blacktop 
and Producer of Reservoir Dogs) 
and Tony Klinger (a fi lm producer 
whose father, Michael, produced 
Get Carter) I hit upon the idea of 
interviewing them and eventually, 
I found that I was interviewing a 
lot more as my network grew.”

Through the site, Paul has 
interviewed the likes of Alex 
Cox (Repo Man), James Gray 
(The Yards, We Own the Night, 
The Immigrant), Carl Gott lieb 
(the writer of Jaws), and Wayne 
Kramer (Running Scared, The 
Cooler). His work has also 
appeared in the James Bond 

magazine, Kiss Kiss Bang Bang and 
on Indiewire and he is the author 
of several unpublished novels, 
short stories and screenplays. 

Although Paul has no 
immediate plans to give up 
teaching, he would like to make 
journalism his full ti me career 
and has aspirati ons to interview 
some of his own movie icons in 
the future: “The holy grails for 
me would be people like Marti n 
Scorsese, Quenti n Taranti no, 
Steven Spielberg, Francis Coppola, 
Paul Thomas Anderson and 
others. These are fi lm makers who 
helped form my taste in fi lm and 
ignited my passion for watching 
and writi ng about it.”

ENVIRONMENTAL 
RECOGNITION FOR 
FUELS SCIENTIST
Elaine McFarlane, a former MSc Biological Sciences 
student, was recently shortlisted for the UK Chartered 
Environmentalist of the Year title and was the only 
woman to feature on the six-strong shortlist.
Elaine, from Christleton in Chester, who graduated in 2001, was nominated 
for the award by the Energy Insti tute - the professional body for the 
energy industry - due to her commitment to making a real diff erence 
to protecti ng, preserving or enhancing the environment and advancing 
the principles of sustainability. The awards, which are organised by the 
Society for the Environment, bring together professional insti tuti ons from 
diff erent sectors and licenses them to award the qualifi cati on, Chartered 

Environmentalist (CEnv).
Elaine was also awarded the mark of Chartered Scienti st (CSci) in 

2013 and in 2014, shortlisted in the Individual Achievement Award 
category at the Energy Insti tute Awards, for her lifeti me contributi on 
to the petrochemical industry. 

On hearing about her shortlisti ng, Elaine said: “I am absolutely 
delighted to be nominated for such a presti gious award and hope that 
other women will be inspired by the achievement.

“Way back in 1974, there were few women working in the petroleum 
industry, it’s great to see numbers steadily increasing and I’m sure that 
this is a trend set to conti nue. As a STEM Ambassador, I will support 
initi ati ves to att ract women in science as much as I can, parti cularly at the 
University of Chester’s fabulous new Thornton Science Park.”

“I am absolutely 
delighted to be 
nominated for such 
a prestigious award 
and hope that 
other women will 
be inspired by the 
achievement.”

Elaine McFarlane.
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RECENT INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
STUDIES (IDS) GRADUATES, AMY POWELL AND 
HANNAH WICHMANN, REFLECT ON THEIR 
WORK FOR CHARITY, FIVE TALENTS. 

Early morning in Thungururu.

The long, bumpy, unsurfaced road to 
the nearest town

 ‘Eunice’ filling motorbike.

Amy during a visit to the UN.
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It’s 7am in the small village of Thungururu, Kenya. The hustle and 
bustle of the small local market has already begun. Standing at one 
corner is Eunice who is carefully pouring petrol into the tank of a 
local motorbike taxi. She runs her business attentively, chatting to 
one driver as she gives change to another. Eunice’s business might 
seem unremarkable, but nothing is further from the truth.

This is because worldwide there are around two billion people 
who, like Eunice until two years ago, have no access to a bank 
account of any kind (Global Findex, 2015). Without this, the rural 
poor, who often run small informal businesses, struggle to make 
ends meet. No bank account means nowhere safe to save, no 
prospect of reinvesting in their business and ultimately, no hope of 
being able to provide for their families’ most basic needs. 

Recent International Development Studies (IDS) graduates, 
Amy Powell and Hannah Wichmann, were aware of the challenges 
faced by the poor worldwide, and the systems which often mean 
that the poorest remain this way. As a result, the pair now help 
people in this situation, through their work for a charity called Five 
Talents, an organisation that provides basic financial services and 
business training to the rural poor in East Africa. 

Hannah first became interested in microfinance after visiting a 
slum in Nairobi, Kenya in 2007. She said “I was struck by all the busy 
businesses. It wasn’t what I expected from a place where there was 
deep rooted poverty, high crime and little hope. The small, informal 
businesses were thriving and for me, supporting these seemed a 
dignified and long-lasting way of supporting the poor”.

Amy’s interest in international development sprang from the 
year out she took before University, working with environmental 
charity, Friends of the Earth and the international organisation 
Latin Link, which supports deprived communities in Chile. These 
experiences encouraged her to learn more about international 
development and find out how she could effectively implement 
positive change.

While at the University, the pair were given the opportunity to 
explore issues surrounding development at international, national 
and grassroots levels - even having the opportunity to visit the 
United Nations in Geneva. 

Amy explained: “It was interesting to see how operations 
were run on a higher level, but this was also contrasted with 
speakers that joined our lectures from smaller Non-Governmental 
Organisations, giving us a good understanding of development in 
the real world.” 

Soon after graduating, Hannah joined Five Talents as an intern 
before being offered a permanent position within the organisation 
working in fundraising and programmes. She has since had the  

chance to visit the charity’s programme in Thika, Kenya. 
Hannah added: “I once met a lady who began a motorbike taxi 

service, offering lifts to other people in her village. She was the first 
woman in her town to become a motorbike driver and now, with 
the support of Five Talents, she operates several other businesses 
and lives comfortably with her three young children”. 

Amy first heard of Five Talents when Gill Miller, an IDS Lecturer 
and a Trustee for the Charity, arranged for the organisation’s Chief 
Executive Officer to speak in one of the lectures. 

Amy said: “I had been applying for various jobs and internships 
and had no luck, when Five Talents wanted to take me on as an 
intern that was my foot in the door! Since joining the organisation, 
I’ve been able to gain experience in lots of areas including 
marketing, fundraising, administration and events management.” 

For people like Eunice, the lady who featured at the start of 
this story, the support that Five Talents offers is a lifeline. Until the 
savings and loans group opened in her village, Eunice had to travel 
60 kilometres, along a dusty, pothole-stricken road from the nearest 
town of Thika, to reach a bank. The journey there costs more than 
most of the villagers earn each day. Eunice was a subsistence farmer 
working to provide what her family needed each day, always unsure 
if she’d be able to provide for the next. She hoped one day that 
she would be able to start a petrol selling business but, with no 
prospect of saving or borrowing, this seemed unlikely. 

Today Eunice’s life has been transformed. She is now able to 
travel the 60 kilometres once a week to buy the petrol which she 
then sells in her village to make a healthy profit. All of her children 
go to school and Eunice’s confidence is visible to see - she is finally 
able to provide for her family. 

To find out more about Five Talents and discover how you could 
help support another family like Eunice’s visit: www.fivetalents.org.uk

Hannah interviewing a microfinance group 
in Uganda as part of her dissertation 

research.

Life after University: 
reaching the rural 
poor
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Kenneth Bond 
1945 – 47

Ken Bond was a student at 
Chester College from 1945 to 
1947. His abiding memory of a 
most enjoyable time was the 
freezing cold accommodation.  
He was very grateful that some 
of the students at that time were 
“officer-types” who insisted on 
certain rights within the College 
and naturally these benefitted 
all.  Frequently there were 
friendly chats with the girls in the 
local cake shops, ensuring tasting 
of the local produce without 
any money changing hands! 
Ken made numerous friends at 
Chester and maintained contact 
with them for many years after 
graduating.  

From Chester he went into 
the RAF for his National Service 
and after leaving he started at 
South Shields Boys’ High School, 
teaching History and English. In 
1951, he went to Redwell Lane 
Secondary Modern (a tough 
school indeed) and in 1953, 
his wife to be, Jean, joined the 

same staff, although no one at 
the school was aware of their 
romantic attachment. In 1968, 
Ken moved from the secondary 
to the primary sector taking 
over the Headship of Bede Burn 
Primary School in Jarrow and 
then five years later he became 
Head of East Herrington Primary 
School, Sunderland, from which 
he retired (very reluctantly) in 
1997.

After retiring, Ken devoted 
his life to his family, his wife Jean, 
his three children and his seven 
grandchildren. He was always 
involved in some aspect of their 
lives, whether it was home, 
school or just purely leisure, and 
they loved him dearly for it.

His funeral service (the 
church virtually overflowing) 
was a fine tribute to his life, full 
of anecdotes from friends and 
family and the love and respect 
felt by all who had known him. 
Ken Bond left many wonderful 
memories.   

David Carmichael

Philip Jones
1948

It is with great sadness that I 
report the death of our colleague 
Philip Jones after a long and 
distressing illness. He was a 
gentle, industrious, unassuming 
man, qualities which endeared 
him to all who knew him.  From 
the outset he was recognised as 
an outstanding craftsman, and it 
was no surprise that he received 
a distinction in woodwork in 
his final examination. After his 
national service he returned 
to Chester College for a third 
year, and then became Head of 
Department at two secondary 
schools in Wolverhampton, 
teaching engineering, woodwork, 
and technical drawing.  In 
retirement he travelled 
extensively, visiting Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, the 
USA, and many countries in 
Europe and Asia.

He enjoyed walking, bird 
watching, and gardening, and 
derived much pleasure from 
his garden, even when he was 

very ill.  He is survived by his 
loving wife Pauline, his son 
and daughter, and his two 
grandchildren, all of whom have 
many happy memories of his life.

David Lewis

Wynn Lloyd Jones
1953

Wynn Lloyd Jones died in January 
2015, aged 84. One of two men 
in our year from Oswestry (the 
other being Norman Tincello), 
Wynn was a big man in both 
physique and heart. A PE man 
who excelled in a range of sports 
including hockey, soccer, cricket 
and athletics, and was Captain 
of both the Soccer and Cricket 
teams. Notably I think he was the 
only man in the year to score a 
century, which he accomplished 
when playing against the 
University of Manchester. He 
also nearly killed the Umpire 
at the bowler’s end, with a 
tremendous straight drive which 
fortunately I managed to avoid 
or my head would have gone 

OBITUARIES
The University was saddened to receive 
obituaries for the following alumni, this year.
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to the boundary alongside the 
ball! After leaving College, Wynn 
took up golf and maintained that 
interest for the rest of his life.

Prior to College, he did 
his national service in the 
Shropshire Light Infantry and 
spent some of his time in Hong 
Kong.  His teaching career was 
nearly all devoted to work in 
army apprentice schools, initially 
at Oswestry, then Folkestone 
and finally at the Duke of York’s 
School in Dover from 1972 until 
his retirement in 1990.  During 
his years on the Kent coast he 
added sailing to his sporting 
interests and maintained that 
during retirement, when he 
and his wife Pamela moved to 
Woolmer, where they lived for 
the remainder of his life.  Their 
two daughters also lived in that 
area.

Wynn attended several 
reunions including our 40th 
and 50th, during which time 
he would always try to fit in 
a round of golf with his great 
friend, Jimmy Nelson. Wynn 
enjoyed a good life and left 
many happy memories.

Alwyn Peel

Ronald Herbert Wilson 
Jones
1953

Ron Jones (RHW, as he was 
often known, being one of three 
Jones’ in the year) died on the 
February 24, 2015, aged 84, in 
the nursing home where he had 
lived for the last few years.

He came to Chester in 
the footsteps of his maternal 
grandfather and an uncle. After 
National Service in the Royal 
Air Force (RAF) his teaching life 
was spent in Manchester, first 
at North Manchester Grammar 
School for Boys and eventually 
as Head of Science at Yew Tree 
High School, from which he 
took early retirement in 1981.

A lover of sport and music, 
he gained his College colours in 

hockey and participated in other 
areas of sport, continuing as a 
coach during his teaching career. 
In music, he was a chorister in 
church choirs and in retirement 
pursued his interest, successfully 
studying the organ at the Royal 
School of Church Music.

Ron and his wife were 
keen caravanners and enjoyed 
travelling throughout the 
UK. The love of the outdoors 
found them fell-walking and 
gardening, but still having time 
for other activities including 
wine making, photography 
and genealogy, thus making 
for a very active and enjoyable 
retirement until sadly Ron’s 
illness brought curtailment.

A quiet, even tempered 
man with a dry sense of 
humour, Ron leaves a 
widow, Doreen, two sons, 
six grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren, to all of 
whom we express our sincere 
condolences.

Alwyn Peel

Veronica Gaunt 
1956 – 58

I report with great sadness 
the recent death of my wife, 
Veronica Gaunt (née Hart) 
who was a student at Padgate 
College of Education (teacher 
training). I believe her years 
at College were 56-58 and she 
studied physical education. She 
had a full and varied career 
in teaching, advisory work in 
schools, careers education at 
both the Universities of Hull and 
Birmingham.

She leaves a son, Richard, 
who is a GP in Chippenham, 
Wiltshire and three 
grandchildren one of whom 
(Ellen) is studying medicine at 
Plymouth University. The two 
boys are well and expect to be 
at universities in a year or two.

All good wishes.
David Gaunt

(John) Roger Whittaker  
ARCM  LTCL  LLCM
Mid Year 1958 –59

Roger was already an 
accomplished pianist and 
organist when he arrived at 
Chester College in January 
1958. He taught for six years in 
a primary school in Rochdale, 
during which time he set about 
obtaining external musical 
qualifications. In 1965, he 
became Head of Music at 
Crompton House School, Shaw, 
where he very successfully set up 
a school orchestra, brass bands 
and annual Gilbert and Sullivan 
productions.

In 1974, he moved to 
Stand Boys’ Grammar School 
at Whitefield. The post was 
challenging as the School had 
once had a wonderful reputation 
for choral music, having sung 
with the Hallé under Sir John 
Barbirolli on occasions. Sadly the 
music had gone into abeyance. 
Roger set about successfully 
restoring the Department. The 
boys responded with enthusiasm 
and performed oratorios and 
masses with professional soloists 
and orchestra. This ended when 
the School was converted to a 
sixth form college.

Roger then took a 
sabbatical year’s fellowship at 
Bretton Hall, the highlight of 
which was piano lessons with 
pianist Keith Swallow. Due 
for early retirement, Roger 
continued as a private student 
of Swallow’s and stayed on in 
the Music Department for the 
next 14 years, helping out by 
supervising teaching practice and 
accompanying students doing 
assessments and exams. 

From his first year after 
leaving Chester, Roger took 
church organist appointments, 
many of his choirs proving good 
enough to sing in cathedrals. He 
was a traditionalist, preferring 
what he called “a proper choir, 
proper music and the Book of 
Common Prayer,” eschewing 

modern forms of worship. He 
joined the Manchester Organists’ 
Association in 1961 and twice 
served as President.

Roger remained a bachelor 
and lived in the same house in 
Bury for his entire life. Through 
music he made many friends 
and his life truly epitomized 
Longfellow’s words: “Music is the 
universal language of mankind.”

Rod Hunt MBE

Mike Hanford
 1959

Born and educated in 
Portsmouth, Mike came to 
Liverpool in 1960 and began 
his teaching career in primary 
schools. He then moved into 
Special Education (SEN) and 
went on to teach children 
with learning and behavioural 
difficulties over a period of 30 
years. After retiring at 55, he 
became governor of Crosby High 
School, a special needs school. 
At his funeral, the Head Teacher 
paid a moving tribute for all 
the School had achieved while 
Mike was Chair of Governors 
and spoke warmly of his good 
relations with pupils and staff. He 
was very highly thought-of and 
had a sports hall at the School 
named after him.

Mike was an advocate 
for disabled people. The last 
one being David – a Down’s 
Syndrome man in his 60s whose 
family were deceased. Mike 
was instrumental in finding 
better and more appropriate 
accommodation for him. 
Joe Monaghan, Head of the 
Liverpool Advocacy Service 
wrote of Mike: “It is not easy to 
find people who are prepared to 
make the commitment we ask 
of advocates. Mike was one of 
those rare gems that we discover 
now and then, for whom loyalty, 
concern, dignity and respect for 
other human beings seems to 
come naturally.” 

Rod Hunt MBE
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Arfon Jones
1965 – 1968

Arfon was a gifted athlete, a 440 
runner, excellent rugby player, 
swimmer and gymnast best 
described as a ‘rock’ - physically, 
psychologically and emotionally. 
He was imperturbable and a 
true gentleman. He was a first 
language Welsh speaker from the 
Llŷn Peninsula returning there 
after travelling the world. I often 
bathed in the reflected glory of 
my friend who worked in the 
70s at CERN, often neglecting 
to add that he put the roof on 
the building! His roofing career 
took him to Yugoslavia, Peru 
and beyond. On one occasion 
when on holiday on Corfu he 
turned up at the taverna where 
we were staying with the wife 
of a rock star and her young 
daughter in tow, disappearing as 
mysteriously as he arrived.

When we were living in the 
North of Scotland he would visit 
my wife Lyn, who was also at 
Chester, and me, spending our 
time talking, drinking whisky 
and mountaineering.

On his return to Nefyn, he 
married, became a teacher in 
Blaenau Ffestiniog and had 
three sons.

Despite the turmoil that 
teaching has gone through, 
Joe, as he was always known 
in his own community, taught 
as he thought best, confident 
that, while his style might be 
considered out of date, it would 
always come back into fashion a 
couple of years later.

Although several years 
would pass before we met up 
it would seem like no more 
than a week since we had 
last seen each other. It was 
therefore devastating when his 
wife Buddug rang me shortly 
before Christmas to tell me 
that he was seriously ill in 
hospital. I managed to visit him 
but, typically, he was more 
concerned with our welfare than 
his own. Joe died in February. 

Lyn and I attended the service 
in Nefyn. It was clear that he 
was highly respected and held in 
great affection by the whole of 
the community. A dependable 
husband and father who will be 
missed.

John Palmer

John Temporal Johnston
1965

John died on February 1, 2012.
Born in Liverpool, son of 

the Master of a merchant ship, 
John was educated at Liverpool 
College - an independent 
school, now an academy. He 
was the first person I met as my 
parents delivered me to College 
and we became firm friends, 
together with Geoff Lowe, who 
predeceased him by some five 
months.

It was John who introduced 
me to fencing and became the de 
facto College coach and Fencing 
Club Chairman at the end of our 
first year, when all the more 
experienced fencers left.

After leaving Chester in 
1965, John returned to Liverpool 
to teach for around a year. 
He then went to South Africa 
where he stayed for a couple of 
years, initially teaching but then 
working in a gold mine.

He returned to Liverpool 
but only briefly - another couple 
of years - and then left for 
Canada. He settled in Toronto 
where he met his wife Phyllis. 
They officially married there 
but returned to Liverpool for 
a blessing at which Geoff was 
best man. He stayed in the 
northern suburbs of Toronto 
for the rest of his life, becoming 
a naturalised Canadian citizen. 
He taught English until taking 
early retirement and turning to 
a life of an HGV driver, initially 
delivering peaches to fruit 
merchants.

We kept in touch 
throughout and visited him in 
Toronto in the ‘80s on our way 

to stay with relatives in New 
York State.

The first I knew of his illness 
was a puzzling cryptic note in 
his 2011 Christmas card, “One 
musketeer down, one soon 
to follow.” At the time I was 
unaware of Geoff’s demise some 
months earlier and hadn’t got 
round to querying the message, 
when Phyllis informed me of his 
passing after apparently suffering 
greatly with cancer.

He leaves Phyllis, his children 
John and Eleanor and, I believe, 
his brother Anthony Tween and 
sister Margaret.

Peter Baron

Geoffrey Alan Lowe
1965

Geoff was the second person 
I met on my arrival in Chester. 
We, too, became firm friends 
and, with John we somehow 
gained the nickname “The Three 
Musketeers”, although Geoff 
didn’t fence.

He was born and grew up in 
Stockport, where he returned to 
marry his childhood sweetheart, 
Margaret Taylor immediately 
after leaving College, John being 
his best man.

He moved to the Stoke area 
and taught there for around 
two years before becoming 
disenchanted with the financial 
prospects in teaching. Seeing an 
opportunity, he applied for, and 
got, a job teaching students how 
to work a computer, with English 
Electric, later to become ICL - this 
in the days when one still needed 
to pull levers and know how to 
feed in punch cards. He worked 
initially in Ealing and settled in 
Reading, with a fairly brief spell 
in Macclesfield when he worked 
in Manchester. He progressed to 
managerial positions but later set 
up his own consultancy business.

He was my best man when I 
married in 1976, contriving, with 
the help of a traffic jam, to get 
me there late!

Unfortunately his marriage 
broke down and he was divorced 
in 1988. We lost contact for a 
few years, but I’d heard he had 
moved to Norfolk.

In the early years of this 
century, he got back in contact. 
He was living in Norwich, had 
a new partner Alyson, whom 
he in married 2003 and was 
working with St John Ambulance. 
Apparently he had reason to be 
grateful to the organisation and 
by this time was a trainer of first-
aiders and an ambulance driver. 
He died of cancer. Unfortunately 
our attempt to meet up 
failed because of conflicting 
commitments.

He leaves Alyson and two 
children, Deborah and Helen 
from his first marriage.

Peter Baron

David Bell Nicholson
1965

After qualifying as a teacher, 
David married and taught Art in 
Liverpool. His experience with 
lads at a youth club in Toxteth 
led to a life-long concern for 
deprived and disturbed children, 
and to his choice to work in 
Special Education.

He taught at Wennington 
Hall Residential School for 
Maladjusted Boys and later, 
in Ulverston, at Stone Cross, a 
school for boys with learning and 
behavioural problems. Finally 
he became Deputy Head at 
Broughton Tower, a residential 
school for maladjusted boys and 
girls. Colleagues would describe 
David as an exceptionally gifted 
and dynamic teacher. 

In 1981, after divorce, 
David set up home with a fellow 
teacher.  Later that year, aged 37, 
he had a heart attack followed 
by by-pass surgery. In 1982, on 
medical advice, David retired 
from teaching and concentrated 
on setting up a stable home 
for his extended family of five 
children, at Bell Hill, Lindale.
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In 1989 he moved to 
Ulverston, where his ever-
creative nature was expressed 
in both house and garden and 
in establishing a rich social 
life. Always a Socialist, David’s 
intelligence was brought to 
bear in conversation, in his 
interest in literature, poetry, 
art and philosophy. He died in 
December 2013.

Gill Nicholson

Roy Stuart Cutler
1966

Roy joined  the PE staff at 
St Philip’s Grammar School, 
Birmingham, directly from 
College and remained there 
through two major changes, as 
the School became a 6th form 
college in 1976 then merged with 
South Birmingham FE College 
in 1995. In the years before his 
retirement in 2003, he taught 
history and A Level PE, with the 
history of PE being his speciality.

He had played 1st XI cricket 
at College, and on leaving he 
played for Aston Manor in the 
Birmingham League, before 
moving to the Aldridge Cricket 
and Hockey Club in the 1980s, 
where he played both sports 
competitively until he was in his 
mid-50s. He was also a lifelong 
member of Warwickshire CCC and 
owed the same long allegiance to 
West Bromwich Albion, where he 
had been a season ticket holder 
for 20-odd years.

He married Wendy in 1970, 
and after a group of our year 
were brave enough to introduce 
our wives to each other some 15 
years ago, they were both part 
of a group who have enjoyed 
each other’s company in various 
parts of the country at least once 
a year, a large contingent of us 
joining the packed gathering at 
Streetly Crematorium for Roy’s 
funeral on April 29.

Roy was also a keen walker, 
who had ascended all the 2,000 
foot peaks in England and Wales, 

so when the same group of men 
ventured on annual walking trips, 
Roy became a regular leader. Not 
only was he the king of the GPS, 
but he was one of the six 1966 
stalwarts who completed the 84 
miles of the Dalesway in 2005.

In a year that said goodbye to 
the legendary Australian Richie 
Benaud, our own group have 
sadly had to bid farewell to our 
own cricketing legend from the 
Midlands. He’ll be sadly missed.

Ian Crickett

Judith (Judy) Mary 
Johnson (née Noden) 
1968

I am very sorry to have to report 
the early and tragic death of Judy 
Johnson, who started at Chester 
College in September 1968. Judy 
died immediately following a fall 
downstairs at her Chester home 
in May 2014.

We studied Divinity 
together under the formidable 
Reverend Robert Way-Rider 
(among others), having to 
work extremely diligently in 
order to reach his very exacting 
standards. Judy lightened our 
load (weekly 20 page essays 
were demanded) with her 
humour and joie-de-vivre. 
Together with her best friend, 
Su Werakso, Judy would enjoy 
the weekly dances in the Gladdy 
Hall for a break from the hard 
work and it was here where she 
met Andy, her future husband. 
They married soon after Judy left 
College. Although not a Chester 
native herself, Judy remained in 
the city since Andy was a local 
man. Judy taught children in the 
Early Years, spending the final 
15 years of her career at The 
Firs School. Andy and Judy had 
two sons, Matthew and Gareth, 
and two grandchildren, Tommy 
and Jessica, to whom they were 
devoted. Sadly, Andy died a few 
years ago, but Judy was making 
solid plans for the future when 
the accident happened.

Judy loved her job, enjoyed 
travel, spending time with family 
and friends and living a full life.  
I know that colleagues will be 
as sad as I am when they learn 
this awful news. Su Werakso 
remained in very close touch with 
Judy through the years, often 
visiting each other’s family and 
going on holiday together: it was 
she who informed me of Judy’s 
death.

Susan Hector
1971 Year Secretary

Throughout this year we have 
been notified of the deaths 
of more recent, or sadly, even 
current students. We have 
been asked to report these to 
you below.

Katrina Colburn
graduated 2002

Joanne Wallace 
graduated 2003 

Rebecca Louise Butler 
graduated 2010

Sheila Amy Louise Varley
graduated 2012

John Patrick Doona 
current student when passed away

James Ewart Owen Fanfair 
current student when passed away

Jessica Quayle 
current student when passed away

Sean Thomas
Faculty of Education and Children’s 
Services Visiting Lecturer and 
current Work-based Intergrated 
studies student when passed away

Sydney Evangeline 
Marangou-White
current student at Wirral 
Metropolitan College (partner 
further education college)

DECEASED STAFF
Dr Ian Bremner Terrett 
(Staff 1958- 1986)

Dr Ian Terrett joined the then 
Chester College in 1958 as 
a Lecturer in Education and 
Geography; the reference from 
his previous Principal at the 
Malayan College in Liverpool 
could not have been more 
glowing.

He was a gifted musician, 
having been Organist and 
Choirmaster, member of the 
Liverpool Philharmonic Choir 
and of the London Orpheus 
Choir. He was an Associate of 
the Royal College of Organists 
and during his time at Chester 
was awarded a Licentiate of the 
Royal Academy of Music (LRAM) 
and School Music Diploma at the 
Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester. 

Dr Terrett joined the College 
in Chester when it was an all-
male domain and was a resident 
warden of Astbury Hostel for 
five years. His collaboration 
with Mr Stephens, the then 
Head of Geography, enabled the 
development of the curriculum 
of the Geography Department 
and improvements to the 
departmental map collection 
and the library facilities, also 
introducing elements of visual 
technology and photography. 
Within a year, Dr Terrett had 
been promoted to Senior 
Lecturer and in 1967 to Principal 
Lecturer. He became College 
Adviser for BEd Degree Studies 
and was the direct link with 
the University of Liverpool. He 
became Head of Geography 
in 1973.

He reflected upon his 
personal satisfaction and faith 
at what he had been able to 
do here at Chester as well as 
on the College’s purpose and 
philosophy. He described himself 
as being ‘a son of the manse’ 
however, he was in full sympathy 
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with the Christian basis and 
ideals of the College foundation. 
He took part in Chapel services 
each week, playing the organ and 
taking his turn reading prayers. 
He had also been made an Elder 
in the Presbyterian Church 
in Birkenhead, where he was 
organist and choirmaster.

He was described by Sir 
Bernard de Bunsen as having 
“as able a mind academically as 
I have met to date in Colleges 
of Education” and as “a man of 
width of interest and experience, 
who carries the respect of the 
College and sets himself high 
standards in all he undertakes”. 

Julie Dagnall

Gordon Thomas
(Staff 1969 – 1983)

Gordon Thomas was born in 
1927 into a mining family in 
South Wales. He attended 
Mountain Ash Grammar School 
and excelled academically. In 
1945 he went to the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth 
to read Mathematics and 
Physics and graduated in 1948. 
It was at Aberystwyth that he 
met his wife, Joan.

After spending one year 
teaching Mathematics near 
Kidwelly, he was head hunted 
to become a lecturer in Physics 
at Denbighshire Technical 
College in Wrexham. 

He was appointed to 
Chester College in 1969 as 
a Lecturer in Mathematics 
and Physics. He was highly 
regarded by his colleagues and 
students, always enthusiastic 
with a ready wit and cheery 
smile. The College realised that 
forthcoming developments in 
computer science would be 
of benefit to the institution, 
so Gordon was asked to learn 
more about computers. Initially 
he began in the gentleman’s 
toilet in Cloisters, where the 
College established a telephone 
link with Honeywell 

computers in Manchester, using 
punched cards.

Later, as microcomputers 
were being introduced, a 
telephone link was established 
in the ladies’ toilet, to the 
computer laboratories of the 
University of Liverpool. It 
was from these very simple 
beginnings that computing at 
Chester began. Many staff and 
students were very appreciative 
of Gordon’s enthusiasm and 
ability to introduce them to the 
mysteries of computing. 

He obtained an MA 
Education 1974 from Lancaster 
University and took early 
retirement in 1983.

He enjoyed holidays abroad 
and his great interest in golf 
began in 1959. After Joan’s 
death, in 1975 he married 
Susan Williams a colleague from 
the Geography Department. 
Together they had many 
holidays in Britain, playing golf 
on a wide variety of courses.

Gordon was diagnosed with 
an inoperable brain tumour 
in spring 2004 and shortly 
afterwards, had an operation to 
alleviate some of his problems. 
He slowly regained his health 
and started playing golf until 
November 2012. After that, he 
became ill and slowly declined, 
until his death on November 
11, 2013. He donated his body 
to medical science at the 
University of Liverpool.

He leaves his widow Susan, 
his two children and three 
grandchildren.

Susan M Thomas

Frederick Starkey 
(Staff 1966 – 1979)

Fred’s first job was in marine 
insurance, but at the outbreak 
of the Second World War, 
when he was 18, he joined the 
Royal Navy and trained as a 
pilot for observation aircraft. 
He was demobbed in 1946, 
having served in the First 

Line Squadron, flying Corsair 
fighters in the USA, and then 
as an instructor in the UK. 
He achieved the rank of Lt. 
Commander, and remained a 
member of the Reserve forces 
for several years. His service 
was predicated upon a desire 
for peace.

After the war he attended 
College and gained skills in 
stained glass. His glass work was 
displayed at many exhibitions 
and he created the Amber 
Peace Cross, mounted near to 
the Cloisters building on the 
University’s Parkgate Road 
Campus. It was an expression of 
his desire for world peace that 
occupied him for the whole of his 
life. In particular, he campaigned 
for increased respect for 
International Humanitarian Law, 
and also submitted evidence 
to the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague, leading to 
an historic advisory opinion on 
the limitations regarding use of 
nuclear weapons in 1997.

He joined the teaching 
staff at Chester College in 
1966, having taught at Sutton 
Secondary Modern School 
from 1947.

He was a family man, 
marrying his second wife Jean, 
following the death of his first 
wife, Evelyn. He had two sons, 
Clive and Guy, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. His 
daughter, Lynne, died in infancy.

Fred had an active life 
during a long retirement. He 
was a member of a writers 
group in North Wales and 
played tennis at Mold Tennis 
Club well into his 80s. He mixed 
socially with his neighbours, and 
attended communal lunches 
at Pantymwyn Village Hall. His 
home and garden at Pantymwyn 
were filled with beautiful glass 
art pieces made in a well-
equipped workshop, where he 
worked right up to the end of 
his life.

John Foxlee  

Eric Tate
(Staff 1972 – 1983)

His former colleagues will be sad 
to hear of the death of Eric Tate, 
who worked in the Mathematics 
Department of Chester College 
from 1972-1983.

Eric was born in 1921 at 
Toxteth Park, later moving to 
the Wirral. At the age of 11 he 
obtained a free scholarship to 
Oldershaw School in Wallasey. 
On leaving, he worked as a 
clerical officer in Liverpool. 
During the war Eric served 
in the RAF, again as a clerical 
officer, spending much of his 
time in Nairobi. 

Following his return from 
active service, Eric enrolled 
in the 13-month Emergency 
Teacher Training Scheme at 
Coventry, and in 1948, he 
began his teaching career at 
West Kirby Primary School. 
He was married to Jean and 
they had two sons, Graham 
and Andrew. (I am grateful 
to Graham for supplying 
much of the information in 
this obituary.) From 1958 to 
1972, Eric taught mathematics 
at Calday Grange Grammar 
School. During his time there 
he studied for College of 
Preceptors Examinations. 

Eric was recruited to 
Chester College specifically 
for his experience in teaching 
young children. He devised the 
syllabus for the mathematics 
element of the Professional and 
Supplementary Studies course 
(a compulsory element of the 
BEd degree) and was chiefly 
responsible for implementing 
it. His first-hand knowledge was 
soon recognised by his students 
and he became a respected 
figure in the lecture room. His 
cheerful and helpful nature 
ensured that he was very 
well-liked by colleagues and 
students.

For many years Eric 
was involved in Scouting, 
progressing rapidly through 
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the ranks of Group Secretary, 
Group Scout Leader to District 
Commissioner. After holding 
this last position for seven years 
he became a Vice-President.

In retirement, Eric and 
Jean took up ballroom dancing, 
and won several gold medals. 
Eric also played Crown Green 
bowls and was a member of 
Grange Probus. His last years 
as a widower were spent at 
Homespray House, West Kirby, 
where he died peacefully at the 
age of 93 in October 2014. He is 
remembered there with great 
affection, as indeed he is by 
former colleagues and friends 
from his years at Chester.

Hampton Oates

Henry Pearson 
(Staff 1984 – 2006)

Colleagues will be saddened to 
learn of the death of Professor 
Henry Pearson. 

Henry obtained his Master’s 
degree (English in Education) 
in 1982. Prior to joining the 
then Chester College on 1st 
September 1984 as Senior 
Lecturer in Education he was on 
secondment to the University of 
East Anglia from his substantive 
post as Head of the Upper 
School at Dell Primary School. 

In addition to his 
experience in the UK Henry 
had also worked in Kenya as a 
lecturer/teacher trainer under 
the auspices of the Ministry 
of Overseas Development’s 
teacher training programme. 
Henry also had a great passion 
for drama, having founded his 
own theatre company which 
in 1974 won the Sunday Times 
award for the best production 
on the fringe at the Edinburgh 
Festival.

Henry held the posts of 
English Subject Co-ordinator 
and CPD Co-ordinator within 
the School of Education and 
published a number of books 
and articles; in 2003 he was 

awarded the title of Professor.
Following his retirement 

from full time teaching in 
2006, Henry returned to the 
University on a part-time basis 
as Postgraduate Professional 
Development Co-ordinator. 
His contribution to the life and 
work of the University will not 
be forgotten by his colleagues, 
friends and students.

Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family at this sad 
time.

Julie Dagnall

Fred Wright
(Staff 1988 – 2006)

Staff at the University were 
saddened to hear of the death 
of Fred Wright who joined 
Chester College in 1988 as 
College Accountant. At the time 
of his retirement in 2006, Fred’s 
role was that of Deputy Bursar 
and Director of Audit.

Fred was highly regarded 
and respected by his 
colleagues, as much for his dry 
sense of humour as his razor-
sharp mind and his exceptional 
prowess in managing the 
University’s funds.

Sadly Fred did not enjoy 
good health in his retirement 
but nevertheless he never lost 
his sense of humour. He died 
on December 17, 2014. He will 
be greatly missed by his many 
friends at the University.

Julie Dagnall

FRIENDS 
REMEMBERED

We are very conscious 
that it is sometimes 

impossible to 
summarise the lifetime 
achievements of some 

of the inspirational 
alumni that we hear 
about, in 350 words. 

We have therefore set 
up a section on the 

website called ‘Friends 
Remembered’, where 
we will upload in full, 

those obituaries that we 
have had to reduce in 

size, in order to ensure 
that there is space for 

everyone’s contribution 
in The Cestrian. 

YEAR NOTES
The spring 2016 edition 

of the magazine will 
feature Year Notes from 

our year secretaries. 
So that we can include 

everyone’s news, please 
could we request that 
you ensure that they 
are kept to 350 words 

maximum, and are 
received by us no later 
than Friday, January 22, 

2016. 
It is recommended that 

these are emailed to 
alumni@chester.ac.uk 

so that we can 
acknowledge receipt. 
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CURRENT STUDENTS VICTORIOUS 
IN SPORTS TOURNAMENT
Former students laced up their 
boots, donned their kit and 
returned to the Parkgate Road 
and Warrington Campuses, to 
compete in the annual Alumni vs 
Students sports events in May.

Alumni competed against 
current student teams in a 
variety of sports including Rugby 
Union, Lacrosse, Basketball, 
Football, Hockey and Netball. 
Though all teams played well, 
the scores were very close and 
it was the current students who 
took the winners’ title this year. 

Former student and current 

Students’ Union Vice-President 
Tom Little, returned as part of 
the Old Boys team. He said: 
“It was great to see so many 
old, familiar faces getting 
involved with different activities 
and really demonstrating what 
it is like to be involved with 
the University of Chester. 
It showed that even after you’ve 
graduated from the University, 
your experiences will always 
remain a part of your life and 
the friendships formed here will 
stand the test of time.” 

Roberta Micci who, 

represented the Old Girls 
in Netball added: “Whilst 
I’m gutted we didn’t win, 
the current team was 
brilliant and deserved to win. It 
was great to get the kit back 
on and play, regardless of the 
result. It was great fun!”  

If you’re interested in taking 
part in forthcoming alumni 
sporting events, contact Helena 
Astbury on 01244 511005 or 
email: h.astbury@chester.ac.uk. 
Further information about general 
alumni events can be found on 
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni 

Share your oarsome 
memories
Rowing has a long history at 
the University and the success 
of its Rowing teams at national 
competitions, continues to grow 
year after year.

We hope to put together 
an exhibition of photos and 
memorabilia in order to piece 
together the history of Rowing 
at this institution. We’d love 

to find out more about your 
involvement in the sport and 
would be thrilled to hear from 
anyone with a story to tell or 
photos to share.

If you would like to share 
your memories with us, please 
get in touch via email: 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or 
telephone: 01244 511091.

“Even after you’ve 
graduated from 
the University, your 
experiences will 
always remain a part 
of your life and the 
friendships formed 
here will stand the 
test of time.”

The College’s 1st VIII Rowing team, 1953.

The High Performance Mens Rowing Team, 2015.
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