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Helena Astbury, 
Head of the Development 
and Alumni Relations Office
YOU have always told us that Chester and Padgate 
have a special place in your life stories. Here in the 
Development and Alumni Relations Office, it is truly 
a pleasure to facilitate opportunities to reminisce, 
reunite and congregate around a shared love of our 
alma mater.

You have also often let us know about how the 
world has changed since you were a student here, 
be it 30, 40 or 60 plus years ago. I think we can now 
agree that in all of our lifetimes, nothing quite like 
our current circumstance has any easy comparison 
in any of our living memories.

As reported in our March issue of ACH1EVE 
magazine, we started 2020 with a new Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Eunice Simmons, having 
said farewell to our final College Principal and 
the University’s first VC, Professor Tim Wheeler. 
This was always going to be an exceptional year 
of opportunity, and inevitable change for our 
institution; little did we know when first considering 
this in January, quite how much of an exception 
2020 would be! I would like to pay tribute to our 
own DARO team, Hayley, Jen and Amy, who have 
continued to work and innovate in challenging 
circumstances, and indeed, those operational staff 
who have remained on campus throughout this 
period, to keep our estate running, and welcome 
new and existing students and colleagues onto a 
safe and secure campus.

I cannot go any further without acknowledging 
the loss of our ambassador, colleague and friend, 
Stan France, who passed aged 91 on October 18. 
You can read a full tribute to Stan on page four. 
Stan was a great supporter of the Development and 
Alumni Relations Office, both to us as a team and 
as individuals. We will all miss him terribly. Stan’s 
son, Chris, described his father as being someone 
who ‘created, nurtured and sustained communities’. 
We shall continue to do this for you, our alumni 
community, as I know Stan would have wanted. 

In this spirit, we have doubled down on efforts 
to share memories and stories via our social media 
channels, and we have continued our Zoom ‘meet-
ups’, now happening monthly, which are attended by 
many College-era alumni. One of our strengths is our 

collection of photographs, objects and artefacts, and 
these will become all the more valuable now, as we 
are able to share them and their narratives not only 
with those who have donated them - thank you - but 
also whole new generations of alumni, students and 
friends of the University, who are connecting online 
like never before.

As some of you may know, we have had to take 
the regrettable decision to cancel several alumni 
events and initiatives this year. We did not, however 
cancel Reunion - you can read about our first ever 
virtual Reunion on page six. 

The office in Old College continues to be closed, 
and will remain so until at least spring 2021. That 
does not mean, however, that we are not ‘in the 
office’. The DARO team are all working, from home, 
meeting daily to ensure our programme continues 
for our whole alumni community. We do appreciate 
that not everybody in our alumni community can 
easily access digital spaces and social media, and 
we are collecting post intermittently, circumstances 
allowing. You can also reach us via our usual office 
telephone numbers.

Please continue to keep in touch with us, and 
with each other, and we hope you stay safe and well.

With best wishes,

Helena Astbury

The Development and Alumni Relations team 
Hayley Naldrett - Engagement Officer
Jen Donald - Campaigns and Events Officer
Amy Milton - Development and Alumni Assistant

INTRODUCTION
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STANLEY FRANCE: 
REMEMBERING A VALUED COLLEAGUE
IT is with extreme sadness that 
we must report that our good 
friend and former colleague, 
Stanley ‘Stan’ France, has 
passed away.
Stan joined the then Chester College 
on September 1, 1967 as a Lecturer in 
Education, with special reference to 
Secondary Education. Even as a schoolboy, 
his headmaster saw in Stan all of the 
attributes that would make him a good 
teacher and encouraged him to prepare 
himself for entry into the teaching 
profession. Stan joined Chester College 
having had experience of teaching in both 
secondary modern and grammar schools, 
and in a college of education.

“His faithful service to 
the University and the 

encouragement he gave to 
so many people will be 

greatly missed.”

Prior to this, in 1949, following 
his Military service, Stan became 
Scoutmaster with two Church of England 
Scout Groups and there began a lifelong 

passion and association with the Scouts’ 
movement. With a clear understanding 
of and easy rapport with young people, 
Stan was described as an inspiring, warm-
hearted and generous teacher. 

Outside of his teaching he was a 
keen sportsman; he played basketball 
and soccer; he took part in cross-country 
and athletics; he took skiing parties to 
Switzerland and arranged walking parties 
in Snowdonia. In his younger years, he 
actually played for Liverpool! Although he 
was always careful to add that he didn’t 
get past the second 11.

Following a visit to California 
State University, Chico, in 1975, Stan 
subsequently took part in a year-long 
exchange visit. He also visited the 
State University of New York (SUNY) at 
Plattsburgh. It was in 1981 that Stan 
was appointed as Tutor in Charge of 
Overseas Exchange Schemes between 
Chester, Chico and Plattsburgh, which led 
to him becoming liaison for the student 
exchange programme between Chester 
and Plattsburgh. Stan subsequently 
travelled to Hong Kong and Taiwan in 
1989 to recruit new students. In 1993, 
he was appointed as Senior Tutor for 
Overseas Students.

Not long after retiring in 1994, he 
returned to the University on a part-
time basis to take on a second career 
in International Student Support. He 
continued to facilitate the University’s 

long-standing association with 
Plattsburgh and other SUNY institutions 
renewing the existing exchange 
arrangements.

In 2007, he became Registrar of 
the University’s Alumni Association, 
working with the Director of Corporate 
Communications, organising and 
ensuring the successful delivery of the 
Annual Reunion for former students. In 
2015, Stan was awarded an Honorary 
Doctor of Science (DSci) for his service to 
the institution.

“Stan exemplified the spirit of 
the University of Chester – he 

was part of the family, who had 
a remarkably fulfilling life.”

Stan continued to volunteer as an 
ambassador for alumni relations with 
the Development and Alumni Relations 
Office, continuing to do so even under 
lockdown this year, making calls to alumni 
and retired staff from the past 50 years 
of the institution, up until August 2020, at 
age 91. Stan was extremely popular and 
well-loved by colleagues and students 
alike, both at home and internationally, 
and he will be greatly missed.
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Vice-Chancellor Professor Eunice 
Simmons said: “I met Stan in 2019, at the 
Alumni Honorary Degree ceremonies 
and Reunion, and it was immediately 
apparent that he was a much-loved 
figure, in the alumni community and the 
University. Knowing that he began his 
career with Chester in 1967, and that he 
continued to volunteer his time up until 
August this year, at age 91, reminds me 
of how special Chester was to him, as he 
was to us. I have heard from colleagues 
about how generous he was in sharing 

his networks, which had global reach, as 
former students from the past 50 years 
have stayed in touch with him, such is the 
power of a good educator. His dedication 
to, and support for, this institution will 
not be forgotten.”

Canon Dr Jeff Turnbull, President of 
the University Council, added: “On behalf 
of University Council, I wish to express our 
condolences to Stan’s family and loved 
ones. Stan exemplified the spirit of the 
University of Chester – he was part of the 
family, who had a remarkably fulfilling life 

in the army, as a footballer and a teacher 
at Whitby Grammar School before bringing 
his many talents to our Education Faculty.  
His faithful service to the University and 
the encouragement he gave to so many 
people will be greatly missed.”

Stanley A. France: 
February 1929 – October 2020

Please turn to the back page of this edition 
of The Cestrian for details on Stan’s memorial 
fund and how you can donate in his memory.
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IN 2019, we reported that we had hosted the largest Alumni Reunion on record at the University, 
welcoming over 300 alumni back to the Parkgate Road Campus. At the time, we wondered if we 
would be able to grow that even further. Little did we know that we would indeed beat this record 
by some way in 2020, and that we would do so without stepping foot on any campus at all!

ANNUAL REUNION 2020

Caption

Caption

Caption

The DARO hosted its first ever virtual Reunion in September, 
and through a programme of 15 live sessions, as well as 75 
pages of web content, we welcomed over 1,000 alumni to our 
virtual event. Through a combination of a Zoom chats, our 
Reunion Facebook group, and special talks from colleagues 
around the University community, we connected with alumni 
around the world.

At 2pm on Tuesday, September 8, Reunion officially ‘opened’, 
but instead of waiting expectantly at the check-in desk with keys 
and badges, we were working remotely - monitoring alumni 
‘entering’ Reunion via the webpages. Alumni were greeted first 
by a video message from our Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eunice 
Simmons, as well as a welcome from our President of University 
Council and Pro-Chancellor, Canon Dr Jeff Turnbull. 

The afternoon continued with a YouTube Premiere of a 
traditional Reunion fixture, a Chapel Service co-ordinated by our 
University Chaplains. As well as words from the Rev Canon Peter 
Jenner and the Rev Laura Rhodes, there was also readings from 
1972 alumna, Pat Ransome, and 2020 graduate, Chloe Benko. 

Throughout the three-day virtual event, some of our newest 
graduates had the opportunity to meet those who studied at 
the then Chester College. There were lively and entertaining 
contributions from our current Students’ Union Officers, and 
we were especially pleased to welcome alumni who would 
otherwise be unable to travel to campus. A particular highlight 
was 1965 alumnus and former professional football player, Dick 
Howard, who dialled in at 5am Canadian time to join in our 
Sports Past and Present session! We were also joined by alumni 
from India, Bangladesh, Nigeria, and the USA.

The Sports Past and Present session was hosted by our 
Director of Sport and class of 2000 alumnus, Gordon Reay, who 
generously gave his time to host the session. Other members 
of the University community who gave of their time to speak to 
alumni included staff from History and Archaeology, Music, Art 
and Design, Chester Business School, the Westminster Centre 
for Veterans and many more.

We would like to thank everyone for participating in our very 
first virtual Reunion. We will keep you updated on our plans for 
2021 as soon we are able to do so. 

Do you have any photos from Reunion 2020 that you would 
like to share? If so, we would love to see them! You can email 
them to alumni@chester.ac.uk.

  The Cestrian 2020            7    



ACH1EVE FUND

OUR alumni play an important part in the stories of 
today’s students, and their lives as graduates. The 
ACH1EVE Fund supports a wide-range of student-led 
projects and initiatives within sport, academia and 
the community. This is all made possible by you, our 
alumni donors, who generously contribute to the Fund.
Earlier this year, prior to the pandemic, Marketing students 
at the University attended a study trip to Chester Zoo, funded 
by a generous alumni donor. The second year students had 
the opportunity to gain valuable insight into the marketing 
operations of the second most visited tourist attraction in 
England, as part of their Global Customer Marketing module.

During the study trip, students enjoyed a presentation from 
Jennifer Tegg, Marketing Manager at Chester Zoo. Jennifer led 
a session explaining more about the key marketing strategies 
and tactics behind the Zoo’s success, sharing first-hand industry 
experience with the students. Jennifer’s presentation explored 
various marketing strategies, with a particular focus on the 
international market and the strategic approach that the Zoo takes 
to attracting international visitors. The presentation was followed 
by a tour around Chester Zoo, from the perspective of customers, 
allowing the students to see everything they had learnt in action.

Julie Marshall, Senior Lecturer at Chester Business School, 
helped to organise the study trip. She said: “It was wonderful to see 
how engaged our Marketing students were in learning first-hand 
about real marketing issues at Chester Zoo. A big thanks to their 
Marketing Manager, Jennifer Tegg, for enthusiastically sharing ideas 
behind the Zoo’s  brand and other marketing related decisions. We 
were fortunate benefactors of an alumni donor, who helped to fund 
this fun and informative learning experience for our students.”

If you would like more information about the ACH1EVE Fund, 
or you would like to donate, please visit: www.chester.ac.uk/
giving, or call 01244 511005.

STUDY TRIP IS A 
ROARING SUCCESS 
FOR UNIVERSITY’S 
MARKETING 
STUDENTS
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FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 

DURING lockdown, the Development and Alumni 
Relations Office continued to receive photographs and 
artefacts, which reflect how special your College days 
were to each and every one of you. We wanted to take this 
opportunity to share some of these with you...

Mid Year Guild Councillor, Michael Spencer (1958), donated his certificate for gaining Full 
Colours in Judo, and his Chester College tie - which was a gift from the judo team. This 
particular tie could only be purchased on proof that the Colours had been awarded. Michael 
remembers one of his proudest moments was being a member of the winning team in the 
National Competition. 

Rod Hunt MBA donated a programme from the Everyman performance by the Chester 
College Dramatic Society in 1958. The performance took place in the College Chapel, with 
music played on the Chapel’s organ. 

An extract from the programme reads: “This morality play was written at the end of 
the 15th Century, and tells how Everyman, told by Death that he must make a pilgrimage to 
God and give an account of himself, asks Fellowship, Kindred, Cousin, Goods, Good Deeds, 
Knowledge, Discretion, Strength, Five Wits and Beauty, all the 
friends he has made during his stay on earth, to accompany 
him on the pilgrimage.  They all refuse, however, except Good 
Deeds and Knowledge.”

We are always so grateful to receive memorabilia and 
learn of your special memories from your time at College. The 
DARO would like to extend a huge thank you to all our alumni 
who have shared their photos and memories so far – it has put 
smiles on all our faces while we have been working from home 
during lockdown.

If this has inspired you to share your memories with the team, 
please email us at alumni@chester.ac.uk. We can’t wait to hear 
from you!
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YEAR NOTES
Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of time and effort to gather 
information on their fellow former students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that specific medical conditions and other 
personal details should only be included if the person being mentioned has 
given their permission for the information to be published. 

Where reports have been significant in length, these have been abridged in 
order to accommodate information from all those submitted.
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1953

As I write, we are all in this 
strange world of COVID, some 
in lockdown and others slightly 
freer, but to my knowledge we 
have no current sufferer. Lots 
of other medical conditions 
associated with age, but as we 
are all 90 or nearing it, that is 
not unexpected.  

The survivors of 1953 now 
number 18, of whom Keith 
Henney is the oldest at 91, 
closely followed by Dave Tipper 
and John Herbert at 90, with Gil 
Holt joining them in November. 
Most of the rest have their 
90th birthday next year and the 
remainder, including me, early 
in 2022. Although holidays have 
been cancelled, Keith Henney is 
hoping to return to Cyprus later 
this year, and George Holland 
hopes for a return to Crete. I 
had a break from isolation in 
August, enjoying a visit from my 
daughter in Kendal, and then 
returning with her to enjoy 
some days in the Lake District. 
Being one of those no longer 
driving, like Peter Sambrook, 
Alan McQueen, Brian 
Kenworthy, it was very pleasant 
to be chauffeured.  

Gil Holt is now the only 
active golfer, but usually 

calls it a day after nine or 10 
holes. Eric Henderson is finally 
relinquishing his season ticket 
for Newcastle United, whilst I 
look forward to Leeds United 
being back in the Premier 
League. Lew Reece is in a care 
home at St Helens and they tell 
me that he is fine and does his 
exercises every day! Norman 
Roberts and Alan Crowther 
continue to enjoy life on the 
Isle of Man. Walking slowly 
seems to be the main sporting 
activity even for Dave Tipper, 
who decided that running is 
off the menu now that he is 
90. Jack Cooper, John Herbert, 
Don Hitchcock, Stuart Osborne, 
myself and probably others, 
now prefer the slow lane, but 
Dave Peet and George Holland 
sound very fit and active. 

My family are spread far 
and wide around the globe and 
I am delighted to announce the 
recent birth of my 10th great 
grandchild. I think that allows 
me to rest a while! 

Do stay well and safe, and 
keep in touch.                            

Alwyn Peel
 

1957 and 1958

This is the first year for 

some time that I have 
produced notes for our two 
years. They have still been 
published though, for our own 
information and amusement, 
being copied email replies. 
The last lot amounted to 1,619 
words. The limit now means 
this will mainly be a roll call. 

There aren’t many of us 
left standing, even fewer from 
previous years who might 
recognise some of our names. 
They won’t mean much to all 
those who came after us but 
here goes. To almost quote a 
well-known saying, they are not 
necessarily in this order. Good 
contact remains with Ray Hills, 
Simon Nanson, Malcolm Burrill, 
Dave Walker, Mike Stevens, 
Colin Hunt, Eric Bolton, Peter 
Noden, Brian Martland, Mike 
Duffield, Ray Thomas and 
John Slee. Other names are 
mentioned in correspondence, 
Keith Rowles, Bill Bibby, Wilf 
Fitton and Mac Addy.

A special mention goes 
to Mike Johnson, who passed 
away in late 2018. I tell a story 
about Mike which illustrates 
the changes in the Reunion 
in the last 30 or so years. On 
the Saturday mornings, the 
area in front of Astbury and 
Fisher used to be full of friends 

from the old two-year training 
College days, often with 
their wives. The large dining 
room was absolutely full for 
the lunch. The Grim Reaper 
took his toll and the numbers 
grew fewer and fewer. Mike 
was a regular at the Saturday 
Reunion events and, not many 
years ago, turned up on one 
such morning, saw nobody 
about, thought he had the 
wrong day and went home. We 
must have been hiding in the 
Common Room!

Best wishes to all, especially 
those who went before us.        

 Ken Morgan
 

Mid Year 1958 – 59

I am in touch with 19 of our 
year. I also keep in contact 
with four of our widows. I will 
not report on ailments and 
health issues which, at our 
age, are many and various. 
Most reported on the benefits 
lockdown brought in garden 
improvements and DIY etc. 

It was nice to hear from 
Susan Harada who, naturally, 
missed Arthur during lockdown. 
Arthur’s daughter, Isobel, 
is raising funds in Arthur’s 
memory for the British Heart 
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Foundation. Her intention was 
to run the Great North Run 
(sadly cancelled). 

Jim Martland’s silver 
bands have run weekly 
internet musical quiz nights, 
and band members made 
music ‘online’.  Asked to play 
for VE and VJ Days, Jim met his 
desire to play ‘The Last Post’, 
‘Reveille’ and ‘Evening Hymn’ 
in public and has now received 
his certificate of ‘Grateful 
Recognitio’ from VE Day 
Pageant Master, Bruno Peek.

Gus Karran sent me a 
fascinating account of his 30 
years teaching at Norton Priory 
Comprehensive School in 
Runcorn (reminiscent of To Sir 
With Love), and also the story 
of his childhood on the Isle 
of Man. After a short spell in 
hospital, John Timson is back on 
Facebook, posting his interesting 
photographic memories. 

Lockdown prevented 
Professor Gordon Bell passing 
on his archive: ‘Education 
and Teacher Training and 
Education in the Member 
States of the EU’ which is to 
be housed at the University 
of Chester. The beautiful slate 
stele which Gordon had cut by 
the Kindersley Workshop with 
the word ‘Look’ on one face 
and ‘See’ on the other, he has 
donated to Clare Hall at the 
University of Cambridge. Neville 
Parry has used lockdown for 
piano practice and Dave Dixson 
was glad to be able to get 
away in his camper van when 
lockdown eased.

I have also had 
conversations in the past 
year with Alan Smith, Charles 
Leather, Mike Spencer, Paul 
Chesters, George Casewell, 
Graham Martin, Neville Parry, 
Dane Young, Roger Goldsmith, 
Barbara Herdman, Gwen Burns 
and Marion Sadler, all of whom 
were upbeat, positive. 
 

Rod Hunt, MBE 
1959

1965

The highlight of the year was 
undoubtedly the graduation 
day last September. Those in 
our group all agreed it was 
a wonderful day, and a very 
generous gesture on the part 
of the University. My certificate 
is displayed for all to see, here 
at home in Buxton.

As lockdown became a 
reality, we were disappointed 
to have to cancel at the last 
minute our annual March 
mini-reunion, but we had little 
choice, and we hope for better 
things next year.

Only this very morning, 
I came across a newspaper 
cutting from the Stockport 
Express dated August 2000, 
sent to me by my Chester 
room-mate, good friend, and 
best man, the late Bob Morten. 
It covers the retirement of 
Philip Clarke, Head of St. Marks 
School Bredbury, where he 
spent 23 years. So, if you get 
this Phil, and haven’t kept a 
copy for yourself, please get 
in touch.

Best wishes to all.

Colin Rodgers 
colinandpamrodgers@gmail.com

 
1967

After finishing at Chester 
College, I taught briefly in 
London and at an Outdoor 
Education Centre in North 
Wales, before deciding to take 
up an opportunity to teach 
in New South Wales (NSW), 
Australia. 

I started with the NSW 
Department of Education and 
taught in Sydney for three years 
before moving to Brisbane, 
Queensland. Whilst there, I 
gained a Bachelor of Human 
Movement Studies from the 
University of Queensland, 
which led to a significant 
change in direction from a 
career perspective. There 

was a growing new field of 
leisure, recreation and health 
promotion, and after working 
for the Queensland National 
Fitness Council, I moved to 
Sydney to run the government’s 
new health promotion and 
activity campaign ‘Life. Be in 
it’. This was highly successful 
and achieved international 
recognition. Being a government 
funded campaign, it suffered 
from political intervention and 
indecision, and was phased 
out just when it was having the 
greatest impact. 

This led to another change 
in direction and I left the NSW 
Department of Sport and 
Recreation to lead the Royal 
Life Saving Society, in Victoria. 
New aquatic and recreation 
facilities were being built 
and RLSSA took a leadership 
role in the training and 
setting of standards within 
this growing industry. After a 
short spell running Volleyball 
Victoria and working on the 
Sydney Olympics, I moved 
into sport and recreation 
facility management as 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the peak body Aquatics and 
Recreation Victoria. This was 
a rapidly developing area of 
the industry as both sport and 
recreation facilities became 
more professional and 
business based.

Following my retirement 
in 2008, I again went on a 
new track and for a number 
of years did volunteer 
assignments in South East 
Asia providing training 
and mentoring in business 
development and marketing.    

Andrew Whittaker

1968

As I hit the road in outback New 
South Wales (NSW), covering 
thousands of kilometres each 
year, checking families that 
are having to undertake home 

schooling, I can reflect on a long 
career in the NSW Department 
of Education, which culminated 
in becoming a Senior Executive 
and Director of Schools in the 
huge area of North West NSW.

After three years working 
in Staffordshire, I emigrated to 
Australia with an appointment 
to the NSW Department of 
Education. I worked in schools 
and also the National Fitness 
Organisation, before heading 
across to the University of 
Western Australia in Perth for a 
Bachelor of Physical Education. 

I returned to NSW and was 
Head of Physical Education 
at a high school in Wagga 
Wagga (Southern NSW) for 
seven years, before moving 
north to Tamworth with a 
senior position in the North 
West office. I was appointed 
a Cluster Director in Narrabri, 
responsible for 13 schools in an 
area the size of Wales, with not 
one traffic light! Big distances, 
big skies and plenty of sunshine 
(and drought too). 

I was ultimately appointed 
Director of Schools for the 
North West and stayed in that 
position until my retirement 
in 2007. But my hard-won 
knowledge of education in the 
bush is in demand and I still 
work with the Department on 
different projects, including 
home schooling for families 
unable to access a school. 

Rob Lewis
 
1969

The dark cloud of COVID-19 
has affected us all for most 
of this year, and I must surely 
commence with reference to 
any of our group who may have 
struggled health wise in any 
way. Our thoughts are with you 
and your families, as well all 
medical staff and carers who 
have risked their own lives to 
meet the needs of patients 
during this pandemic.
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Every cloud, however, has 
a silver lining, and members of 
our year rose to the challenge, 
using modern technology. Since 
our superb Reunion in 2019, 
many members have learned 
what some of the buttons on 
tablets, laptops and phones 
actually do! As well as the 
normal texting and emailing, 
we’ve been ‘FaceTiming’, 
‘WhatsApping’, and ‘Zooming’. 
Mart Finning has co-ordinated 
a WhatsApp group from 
his home in Australia. Also, 
splinter groups from this have 
taken to Zoom ‘conference’ 
type calls, with predictable 
mayhem in terms of technical 
misunderstandings, much to 
the amusement of others! The 
formation of these groups are 
a direct result of the College 
reunions of recent years. 
Malcolm Henderson has also 
set up a Facebook page for 
us. The messaging from one 
particular household in Crosby, 
Liverpool, has led to huge 
amusement, but like the best 
detective stories, you have to 
concentrate hard to keep up!

It’s also down to these 
technological advances that 
over 1,000 Cestrians attended 
the recent ‘virtual Reunion’ 
over three days. We were all 
greeted by our new Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Eunice 
Simmons. There were several 
Zoom presentations by staff, 
including the Director of Sport, 
Gordon Reay. There was even 
a ‘virtual dinner’, with a menu 
provided by the Catering team. 
The Students’ Union also 
supported us, which was very 
much appreciated during these 
current challenging times.

So there’s much for us to 
celebrate in spite of these dark 
days. In true Chester College-
style we’ve moved with the 
times, embracing technology 
to maintain the friendship and 
fellowship we’ve enjoyed for 
over 50 years. My personal 
thanks to you all, especially 

Dave Cowell, for his invaluable 
input.

Please do get in touch, 
should you wish me to include 
anything specific for next year.

Geoffrey Mackenzie 
geoffmackenzie8@gmail.com

 
1970

Since my last Year Notes 
were published, many of our 
alumni were able to receive 
Honorary Degrees at the special 
presentation in September 
2019. In addition to the four 
memorable ceremonies in the 
Chapel, a large number were 
also awarded ‘In Absentia’. 

I am pleased to bring you 
news from two new contacts. 
Jill Burton (née Weedman) 
was a Geography and English 
student who lived in Old 
College for her first year, and 
in Astbury for her final year. 
After leaving Chester, she 
taught in the West Midlands 
and then in Shropshire, before 
moving back to North Wales. 
After some years part time 
lecturing at NEWI (which 
is now Wrexham Glyndwr 
University), in 1990 she was 
appointed Education Officer 
for the National Trust in North 
East Wales, spending over 20 
years working at Chirk Castle 
and Erddig. In retirement, 
she still volunteers at Erddig, 
working on the National Trust 
Collections Management 
System, researching servants’ 
lives and lecturing on behalf of 
the property. So, having started 
as a geographer, Jill ended up 
as a historian!

Kath Wilson (née Wills) has 
also been added to my list. Kath 
is trying to locate two former 
students Ken Bertram (1970) 
and James Pownall (1972) - if 
anyone is able to help? Annual 
greetings have also been 
received from Marjorie Glover, 
Leslie Wheedon, John Astbury, 
David Hutchinson and John 

Watts. Perhaps Ryan Jervis 
summed up the ethos of these 
Year Notes when he wrote: “I 
look forward to reading about 
long-lost but still affectionately 
remembered friends from 
our student days. My happy 
memories of events and great 
friends have not dimmed at all.”

Kelvin Young 
27, Orchard Road, Skidby, East 

Yorkshire, HU16 5TL 
kelvinyoung@kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk

1972 

Wendy Hardy (née Waring) 
writes: “Some of you may recall 
that I was a keen member of 
the Dance Club and loved our 
performances, some in the 
College Chapel. I had always 
dreamed of being a ballet 
dancer and on February 23, 
2020, I performed on the 
main stage at the stunning 
Hippodrome Theatre in 
Birmingham, the home of the 
Birmingham Royal Ballet (BRB).

“Every two years, 
BRB’s Dreams project is an 
opportunity for ballet students 
of all ages. One night in a run of 
performances by the company, 
the Dreams cast performs the 
same ballet using the same 
scenery, same effects and being 
joined by three members of the 
company taking the lead roles. 
This year it was Swan Lake - 
my favourite ballet. 198 ballet 
students were auditioned, 75 
were successful, and I was one 
of them. We prepared over four 
months, battling through Storm 
Ciara, and Hurricane Dennis. 
Many hours of hard work for 
just one performance. We had 
one chance to get it right and 
the standard was high.

“The big day finally came. 
We had a lesson and practice 
in the morning, full dress 
rehearsal in the afternoon, 
and the performance in the 
evening. My part as a Court 
Lady included a few dance 

steps, a mime of pouring the 
wine for the Prince, and one 
moment centre stage. It all 
went like a dream. There was 
a buzz in the auditorium and 
on the stage. There were many 
magical moments. I can hardly 
believe it, but I was there. 
Dreams can come true.”

Phil Jamieson became 
headteacher of Alsop High 
School in Liverpool between 
1997 and 2011. When he 
retired, he was awarded the 
OBE in 2012 and received it 
from the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace. As Phil says: “Chester 
provided a great background 
for me!” He still does some 
part-time work in St. Helens for 
its school improvement service, 
having worked in Liverpool in 
a part-time capacity when he 
first retired. 

It was good to meet so 
many at the 2019 Reunion, 
celebrating 50 years since 
we started College. In 2022, 
we celebrate 50 years since 
leaving College. Do get in 
touch if you have any ideas 
about celebrating this event 
and if you would like to be 
involved in planning.

Kenneth Kay 
k.kay5@btinternet.com

1973 

Technology is not my forte, 
but thankfully with the help of 
Sue Jones, we managed to join 
in the Virtual Afternoon Tea 
session at this year’s Reunion. 
Sue and Gwil put on a lovely 
spread. We didn’t appear on 
the photos but we were there!

Congratulations to Sheila 
and Tony Nicholas, who 
welcomed another grandson 
into their family during 
lockdown. Also, Sue and Gwil 
will be welcoming a second 
granddaughter in November.

Dave Robertson and his 
two cycling buddies came over 
for a socially distanced lunch 
in August and fortunately the 
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weather here in Buxton was 
kind. Hopefully we can have a 
proper Reunion on campus next 
year. Stay safe all.

Teresa Gould
 

1976-1978 Year Notes

As I write, the school year 
has begun for the few still 
teaching. Cheryl Pepper is 
semi-retired, but managed 
a trip to Sri Lanka with her 
husband before lockdown 
hit Australia. Colin Harkness 
has successfully swapped 
schoolyards for vineyards (UK/
Spain). Isa Hyde has continued 
working with reduced hours 
throughout. Monitored 24/7 
by Cortana, she power-walks 
around Washington DC, keeping 
fit until permitted to resume 
coaching yoga and tennis. She 
lost two relatives to COVID-19, 
but her mother remains well. 
We continue shielding with 
all voluntary mentoring work 
stopped, but a full calendar of 
local, national and international 
committees, consultations, 
workshops and discussions 
to Zoom to. I’ve appeared in 
two films! One promoting 
integration locally, the other 
celebrating 30 Years German 
Reunification. Tempus fugit. 

Eckhard and I were 
stranded in Germany when 
borders closed in March, but 
managed to reschedule all 
tickets for the same time next 
year. Campervanners like Andy 
Chapman and the Wrights have 
remained north of Watford 
Gap. Following residency 
in his cousin’s caravan, our 
Green Birder, Gary Prescott, 
decided to drive around France, 
even sleeping in his car when 
necessary. Nova and Peter 
Fairhurst also sped around 
France, sharing more photos of 
motorbikes and bare legs, than 
chateau turrets and wines. 

This time last year, we 
gowned-up in Small (Gladdy) 

Hall, then cameras and 
smartphones clicked away with 
the Beswick Building framing 
the Alumni Garden. Lynne 
Swift, Hilary Fellows and two 
old school classmates, Gwyneth 
and David Owen lingered there 
with others in the glorious 
autumn sunshine. Brenda and 
Pete Digby were one of the 
married couples participating, 
and Keith Greenwood was 
present at his brother-in-law’s 
final Commencement as Vice-
Chancellor. A memorable day, 
but difficult networking in the 
melee, especially as I stayed in 
a room off campus. 

The search continues for 
Delyth James, Gill Sewell, Don 
Schmidtz and others. Keith 
Mistry has complications 
following a severe viral 
infection he assumed was 
a cat allergy last Christmas! 
There have been no COVID-19 
fatalities to my knowledge, 
but it was with great sadness 
we learned Johnston, Olivia 
Gibb’s husband and father of 
their two children, died late 
last year. Carole is still in touch 
with Monica George, Helen 
Woodroffe, Hilary Bernard, 
Shalini D’Mello and husband 
Ritchie Norman. 

Keep well and keep in 
touch everyone.

Janet Kaiser (née Hankin) 
ejfkaiser@yahoo.co.uk

1986 

When Pat Ransome (1972) 
and I rearranged the alumni 
cabinet at Riverside Campus 
in early March, we chose the 
theme of journeys and walking 
in other’s shoes. Little did we 
know how much would change 
since last year’s reunion. 

September 2019: Five 
of us lunched in town; Chris 
and Pam Green (1987) stayed 
with me; we reminisced with 
Lawrence Bee in the Bar and at 
a mini bop. 

October 2019: I walked 

parts of the Great Wall of China 
in aid of our local hospice.

March 2020: Singing 
restricted to University Choir 
at graduation ceremonies.

September 2020: First 
virtual Reunion. Virtual 
Reunion? I was sceptical. 
Would it work? Did I have the 
technology? Would it be the 
same? Zoom didn’t work for 
me, but the YouTube viewing 
of the Chaplaincy Service did; 
I attended the fascinating 
lectures on Victorian 
architecture in Parkgate Road 
and Western Command via 
Microsoft Teams, cooked 
the Reunion meal (with 
variations), and even managed 
a WhatsApp video call with 
Chris and Pam. 

As Peter, Gill and Laura 
affirmed in their virtual prayers 
during Lockdown, we are 
the University community, 
dispersed yet interconnected. 
Throughout this extraordinary 
time, I have been connecting 
with friends by text and regular 
phone calls to Christine Tate 

(1987) and Christine Elvy, as 
she managed online lessons in 
Cheshunt; Denise Hart (1987) 
home-schooling her daughter 
in Wigan; Rachel Binns (1987) 
in Sussex; WhatsApp chats 
with Gill Nelson, Gill Bamford 
and Adele Thompson. I even 
attended Kenneth Kay’s (1972) 
70th virtual birthday party, 
and caught some of Gill Burns’ 
YouTube clips of her Singing 
Friday sessions with her mum! 

So, despite this pandemic, 
we have stayed interconnected 
although dispersed. And that 
says a lot. Part of the reason 
I chose Chester back in 1982, 
was the connections I felt 
during my tour of campus. It 
was that feeling of bricks and 
mortar exhaling memories 
of previous alumni stepping 
through campus during ever-
changing times. That is the 
connection… That Spirit of 
Chester which keeps us coming 
back, each year, whether in 
person or virtually.

Sharon L Forsdyke

YEAR NOTES
The 2021 edition of The Cestrian will again feature 
Year Notes from our Year Secretaries. So that we 
can include everyone’s news, please could we 
request that submissions are kept to a maximum 
of 350 words, and are received by us no later than 
September 10, 2021. We recommend that Year 
Notes are emailed to thecestrian@chester.ac.uk so 
that we can acknowledge receipt. 



CESTRIANS 
REMEMBERED
The University was saddened to receive obituaries 
for the following alumni this year.
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Kenneth Wilson Thorley
1951

Kenneth Wilson Thorley of Hale, 
Altrincham, died of heart failure 
at home on Father’s Day, June 
21, 2020. He was 91 years old.

He was the son of Handel 
Edward Thorley and Elsie 
Pierpoint Thorley. He had 
five siblings, Winifred, Irene, 
Edward, Derek and Rosemary. 
Only Rosemary survives him.

A native of Knutsford, he 
won a scholarship to Sir John 
Deane’s Grammar School 
in Northwich, where he 
succeeded in academic work 
and sport, playing cricket and 
rugby for the school team. After 
National Service with the Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps in Egypt, 
he completed teacher training 
at the then Chester College. He 
taught at Bowdon Church of 
England Primary School, and 
then at Mobberley Church of 
England Primary School, where 
he rose to be the Headmaster 
for many years.

He started playing tennis at 
Knutsford Parish Church Tennis 
Club and moved on to Bowdon 

Bowling and Lawn Tennis 
Club, where he won the Men’s 
Singles competition for four 
years in 1960 to 1963. Other 
interests included hill walking, 
photography, DIY, television 
and music.

He met his future wife 
Patricia at the Tennis Club. They 
married in 1962 and moved to 
Timperley, and then Hale. Pat 
died in 2014 and Ken missed his 
life partner enormously, after 
supporting her during her final 
illness. He is survived by two 
sons - Mark and Paul - and four 
grandchildren, Sophie, Hugh, 
Lily and Alexander (Alex).

“A life lived very well, he 
played it to five sets.”

Mark Thorley

John Cooper
1953

John (known as Jack at College) 
Cooper died on September 18, 
2020, aged 89. When I enjoyed 
a short telephone conversation 
with him a few weeks before, 
he sounded very husky and 
said he was not at his best, but 

nevertheless his death came as 
a surprise.  

John was born in Consett, 
but the family moved to 
Oldham when he was about 
eight. He came to Chester 
College following his National 
Service in the Royal Army 
Education Corps.  Active in a 
range of sport, he received his 
College Colours for rugby and 
tennis, and was also Captain 
of the table tennis team - a 
game he enjoyed during the 
rest of his life as well as golf 
and bowls.  

After a teaching career 
in Manchester, and following 
his marriage to Doreen, they 
made the move overseas to 
Zambia, where John was very 
involved in adult education. His 
sporting interests in golf and 
bowls continued. He was also 
a member of Rotary and was 
indeed President for a time. 
The return to England came 
when their son and daughter 
were nearing Higher Education. 
They settled in Chesham, in 
Buckinghamshire, where they 
remained for the rest of lives.

John attended several 

Reunions at Chester, enjoying 
time especially with other team 
mates of the College rugby team. 
His smile and chat were always 
enjoyed by everyone, but with 
the passing of the years, the 
journey to Chester for Reunion 
proved difficult, so he kept in 
touch via the telephone. Our 
sympathy to his wife, Doreen, 
daughter and son.

Alwyn Peel (1953)

John Stephenson
1954

John’s main interests were 
natural history and music, 
which he enjoyed teaching.  
He taught mainly in primary 
schools in Derbyshire, 
Scarborough, Bridlington and 
Driffield. After he retired, John 
taught piano and guitar to 
several pupils. He also helped 
teach reading and recorders at 
the local primary school when 
John and his wife, Katharine, 
moved to Nottingham to be 
near family. 
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Des Seabrook
1963

Derek (Des) Seabrook 
attended two years of teacher 
training at Chester College, 
finishing his studies in 1963. 
He taught geography at 
St. Mary’s in Leigh and Up 
Holland High School, in Orrell. 
He retired from teaching at 
the age of 50. He was also a 
rugby player and coach for 
the North of England team, 
and led the team to win 
the All Blacks. He carried 
the Commonwealth Games 
torch through Manchester in 
2002. In 2017, Des received a 
lifetime achievement award 
in the Rugby Union Writers’ 
Awards, which recognised his 
contribution to rugby. 
Des sadly passed away on 
June 11, 2020.

David Granville Moore
1966

I met Dave in our first 
College term, when we were 
two of a group of six who 
congregated in Fisher 53. He 
was an excellent all-round 
sportsman, who played tennis 
for the College. At William 
Hulme’s Grammar School in 
Manchester, he had played 
lacrosse, and his winters 
were spent playing for the 
University of Liverpool. He 
was to go on playing lacrosse 
until he was in his fifties.

He started his teaching 
career at South Chadderton 
School in Oldham, moving 
to West End in Ashton-
under-Lyne, before spending 
the last thirty years of his 
career at Reddish Vale 
School in Stockport. He was 
massively respected, first as a 
motivational Head of PE, and 
later for his work in the SEN 
area. The full part he played 
in the life of the School is 
reflected in a long list which 

included his organisation of 
weekend Pennine Way runs in 
the 1970s, his 1986 football 
team reaching National 
quarter finals, and a major 
interest in outdoor pursuits, 
the highlight being a Whit 
camp at Windermere, which 
he ran for many years.

During our three years at 
College we both met girls 
from the south and married 
them in 1967. I was best man 
at their wedding, and he was 
a groomsman at ours. We 
holidayed with our young 
families on Anglesey in the 
mid-70s, and 30 years or more 
later, Dave ‘found’ a house in 
the Spanish village of Yegen. 
We were regular visitors over 
the next decade, sometimes 
accompanied by Dave’s cousin 
and his wife, but always led 
over the hills by Dave, because 
he had the books and maps. 
The books and maps reflected 
not only Dave’s leadership 
but his overwhelming interest 
in things and he was always 
a great enthusiast, not least 
in his longstanding loyalty to 
Manchester City. He took this 
enthusiasm into local politics 
and was Secretary of his local 
Labour group for over 20 years. 

After retirement, he 
had started ticking off the 
Wainwright hills, and on a 
memorable and glorious 
winter’s day a group of 
about 30 of us, including 
many College friends and 
wives, drank champagne at 
the top of Fleetwith Pike to 
celebrate his 65th birthday 
and his final Wainwright. In 
2017, we commemorated our 
golden wedding anniversaries, 
and Dave invited us to join 
them on a trip to Cascais in 
Portugal, to celebrate his 75th 
birthday. We were delighted 
to be a part of it, little 
knowing that it was to be our 
last holiday together.

Sadly, the COVID crisis 
meant few could attend his 

funeral, but he will be missed 
by many, who will all extend 
sympathy to Viv, Josie and 
Vanessa on their great loss.

Ian Crickett

WE ALSO 
REMEMBER…
J Sellers 
1943

Arthur Waring 
1948

Barry Wademan  
1951

Sheila Annie Lee (née Hoare) 
1952

Derek Weaver 
1952

Hazel Roberts 
1953

Robert Little 
1954

Kenneth Roscoe 
1955

Stan Waterhouse 
1955

Ernest Wetherhill 
1957

Joyce Williams 
1959

Margaret Whelan 
1967

Robert Nicholl 
1968

John Greenwood 
1970

Martin Matthews 
1990

DECEASED STAFF
Stan France
1967 – 2020

In this issue of The Cestrian, we 
are remembering our valued 
colleague and friend, Stan 
France. Please turn to page four 
for the full tribute.

Shirley Bowers
2000 – 2020

Shirley was the Department 
Administrator for the Midwifery, 
Child and Reproductive Health 
Department, in the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care. So right 
away, you had to be a special 
sort of character to work with 
midwives! She had worked in 
the Faculty for almost 20 years, 
doing a number of roles in that 
time. She had worked with a 
lot of staff, but all that met and 
worked with her would say that 
she was a pleasure to know and 
work with. And the Midwifery 
students all loved her.

She had a great sense of 
humour. She was so very kind 
and caring; she would do 
anything for anyone. She was 
the office ‘Mum’ and always 
had a story to tell to keep spirits 
high. She loved her ‘boys’; her 
husband Richard, their son 
Pete (she was very proud of 
them both) and Archie, the dog. 
She idolised them and loved 
spending time with them and 
her sister, Judith.

She only had short battle with 
her (non-COVID) illness, and we 
are all shocked and devastated 
that it happened so quickly and 
that she’s no longer with us. We 
will miss her laugh, her jokes, 
and her kindness.



Development and
Alumni Relations O�ce

Remembering Stan France: In-Memory Donations

By request of Stan’s family, and in lieu of flowers for Stan’s funeral, donations can 
be to made to the ACH1EVE Fund. 

Chester can change lives. We know this, because so many of you, our alumni, tell 
us that this is true for you, still, years after your time as a student.

Today’s students are facing challenges that nobody has experienced before, be it 
personally, professionally or globally. Our new strategy as an institution focusses 

on the ‘Citizen Student’ – which in turn, means graduates who can take their 
rightful place in society as part of the solution to the challenges they, and we, will 

continue to face. The COVID-19 pandemic situation this year means that more 
than ever before, we want to play a part in making our students’ experience 

enriching, successful and distinctively Chester – this could be excelling in sport, 
realising an academic ambition, or responding to a need in the communities that 
surround us – all life-changing, and all made possible by you, our alumni donors.

This memorial fund will remain open until we are able to hold a University 
memorial service.

Please visit the website for more details:  www.chester.ac.uk/giving.

Stanley A. France: February 1929 - October 2020

http://www.chester.ac.uk/giving
http://www.chester.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.chester.ac.uk/alumni
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