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The University of Chester is committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity. Applications are particularly welcome from those groups 
currently under-represented in higher education. For a copy of our diversity and equality policy in admissions, please contact us at enquiries@chester.ac.uk

This document is available in larger formats upon request. Please email enquiries@chester.ac.uk for further details.

Like many universities across the UK, we are carefully planning for the next year to ensure the health and safety of our students and to ensure that however 
the situation may develop or change, the academic year will be completed for all students. This may mean we use some alternative modes of delivery to those 

described in this leaflet, but we’ll still be delivering a high quality learning experience. Further details will follow on our website once plans have been confirmed.
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We are a teaching department at the 
University of Chester and we specialise in the 
teaching of all of the University’s Foundation 
Years. We pride ourselves on being student 
focused and offer a highly supportive learning 
environment for students undertaking the 
Foundation Year portion of their four-year 
extended degrees. I am proud to be working 
alongside a dedicated team of academics 
who teach exclusively on Foundation Years; 
they are consistently commended by their 

students for their dedication to teaching and 
student support across all subjects. We hope 
you find our guide useful, but you should also 
get in contact with us if you would like more 
information.

Jan O’Driscoll
Dean of Lifelong Learning 
Associate Professor | Senior Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy

jan.odriscoll@chester.ac.uk

Welcome to the Centre for Foundation Studies

“A student community 
is at the heart of our 
objectives and ethos.”



Can you tell me what your role consists of?

The Vice-Chancellor is the person responsible for 
the quality of everything that goes on; but my 
particular interest is in student experience, so I’m 
thrilled to be at the University of Chester, which 
puts this at the heart of what it does.

What drew you to the University?

The University has ambition for its students. 
Staff care about where students go after they 
graduate and they’re very interested in keeping 
in touch - graduates have such a connection to 
the University.

Q&A with the Vice-Chancellor
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What is your personal vision for the future of 
the University?

The University is rather a hidden gem in the North 
West – what I would like is for it to become better 
known on a national stage.

What are your plans for the student experience?

I will be listening very closely to what the current 
students are saying. I’ll be looking at student 
feedback to see what the University has done to 
improve the student offer, but I’ll also be thinking 
what else is good out there? What’s best in class? 
What could we have at Chester? And working with 
the Students’ Union to make sure that happens.

Do you think the University of Chester appeals 
to a certain type of student?

It’s probably students who want to have a personal 
experience of university where they are very much 
known, because what struck me is the friendliness 
of the different campuses and the fact students are 
known by name. The whole place seems very much 
geared to being a community.

Current student, Scarlett, had a sit down with our 
Vice-Chancellor to find out why the University of 
Chester captured her attention and what her plans 
are for the institution.

chester.ac.uk/your-vc VC_UoChester VC_UoChester

“Chester is a university of achievement and ambition. 
It has ambition for its students; our staff care about 
where our students go after they graduate and 
they’re very interested in keeping in touch – we all 
share a strong bond to the University. This is what 
struck me the most - the friendliness of the different 
campuses and the fact students are known by name.”

Vice-Chancellor – Professor Eunice Simmons 
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What is a Foundation Year?
A Foundation Year offers a transition year entry 
point into university undergraduate studies. 
At Chester, we offer four-year undergraduate 
degrees that include a Foundation Year. For 
example, BA History (including a Foundation 
Year) or BSc Biomedical Science (including a 
Foundation Year). You are an undergraduate as 
soon as you enrol on your four-year degree and 
are part of the University’s vibrant undergraduate 
community from day one. 

Many different people opt to study for a degree 
with a Foundation Year. It may be that the 
subjects taken at school or college are not 
appropriate for the degree that you would like to 
study. You may not have accrued the sufficient 
number of UCAS points to enter directly onto 
a three-year degree. You may have been out of 
education for a while and are seeking a transition 

year that prepares you for the next three years 
of university undergraduate study. We welcome 
a wide variety of students to the Centre for 
Foundation Studies and we aim to provide 
a learning experience that accommodates a 
variety of educational backgrounds. We are 
particularly interested in offering access to 
higher education for those who may be the first 
in their family to go to university. 

The Benefit of a Foundation 
Year at Chester
A Foundation Year at Chester provides you with 
subject-specific curriculum and will enable you 
to gain confidence in developing university-level 
skills, as well as understanding academic life and 
transitioning to the next level of your studies.

Why a Foundation Year at the University of Chester?
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Our Foundation Years are designed with 
your next level of study in mind. We develop 
our curriculum to ensure there is alignment 
with the modules and topics that you will 
study after completing your Foundation 
Year. Our teaching, learning and assessment 
methods reflect those that you will experience 
throughout your degree. In addition, we work 
closely with University faculties to ensure a 
smooth transition from your Foundation Year 
to the next year.

At Chester, you will benefit from being taught 
in a department with academics that solely 
teach on Foundation Years. This allows us to 
create a Foundation Year community that 
consists of students studying anything from 
Engineering to the Arts. We have over 70 
degrees that include a Foundation Year and we 
are proud of what our students can achieve 
whilst they are with us. 

Why a Foundation Year at the University of Chester?
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Our Foundation Years are 
designed with your next 
level of study in mind . . . 



Small Class Sizes
Our smaller class sizes offer a unique higher 
education learning environment. Our lecturers 
know their students by name. You will get a 
personalised Foundation Year experience and 
ample opportunities to ask your questions, 
to really get everything you need from your 
studies. The relationship our students are 
able to develop with our staff, along with the 
support available, has helped many of our 
students flourish and grow here, not just as 
students but as people.

Excellent Support
We don’t just talk about supporting students; 
we actively do this in terms of academic and 
pastoral support. We know going to university 
can be both exciting and nerve-racking at the 
same time – so we are here to reassure you and 

guide you through any concerns you may have 
about your studies, moving away from home, 
managing home, work, and university life, or 
being in an unfamiliar setting. 

Our academics have an open door policy and 
are happy to see you for a one-to-one chat, if 
they are not teaching!

PAT System (One-to-One support)
Every student is assigned a Personal Academic 
Tutor (PAT), which means you’ll have a member 
of staff from your course on hand who you can 
regularly meet with to talk through how things 
are going, and look to for advice and guidance.

Foundation Year Hub and 
Campus Experience
Chester city centre has its own Foundation Year 
hub, which is the Centre for Foundation Studies’ 
Gateway House building. This is a 10-minute walk 
from our large Exton Park Campus. All of your 
teaching staff and administrative support are 
based in this building and their offices are easy to 
find! Chester students also have some teaching 
on the Exton Park Campus to ensure the campus 
experience as part of the Foundation Year.

If you are an Arts student, you will spend every 
Wednesday afternoon at the University’s Creative 
Campus, Kingsway for your practical portfolio 
component.

If you are a Nursing student based in Chester, you 
will be taking your Professional Nursing Practice 
module in the Faculty of Health and Social Care’s 
Wheeler Building.

If you are a Nursing student based in Warrington, 
you will be taught all of your Foundation Year and
following three years in Health and Social Care 
spaces at the University Centre Warrington.

We also offer four-year degrees in Nursing and 
the Life Sciences at University Centre Shrewsbury. 
You can find more information on this at
www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk

Why a Foundation Year at the University of Chester? Why a Foundation Year at the University of Chester?
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How is it Structured?
Your Foundation Year will be structured 
in the same way as any other year of your 
undergraduate studies – with modules and 
credit. You will study six modules over an 
academic year and each module is worth 20 
credits, which enables you to achieve 120 
credits in total. This is the credit accumulation 
total for each year of your studies. The 
Foundation Years at Chester follow the 
University’s standard undergraduate modular 
framework.

Your six modules will consist of four subject-
specific modules and two standard modules 
that all Foundation Year students study – 
University Study Skills and then Independent 
Project. The University Study Skills module is 
taught for the first half of the academic year 
and introduces you to the academic 

protocols required for undergraduate study. 
The Independent Project module is taught in 
the second half of the year. For this module 
you choose a topic related to your degree 
discipline and use the academic protocols 
you have learnt to develop an extended 
academic piece of work. Students really enjoy 
developing this piece.

Your Foundation Year Studies
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How We Will Work with You
We will work with you in a developmental way. 
We will not expect you to get everything right 
first time, but ask that you keep communicating 
with us throughout your year at the Centre for 
Foundation Studies so that we can keep you on 
track to successfully complete your Foundation 
Year. We are here to support you in developing 
confidence in your academic ability and an 
understanding that doing a degree is a staged 
approach to a final level of achievement. Your 
time with us is your first step. 

What You Can Expect from Us
You can expect our time, our availability during 
a working day, our outstanding administrative 
support, our timely response to any queries 
or concerns you may have, our reassessment 
support (we have received a university 
commendation for this), and our cohesiveness 
as your teaching team – we are very organised. 

Your Foundation Year Studies
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We are here to support 
you in developing 
confidence in your 
academic ability . . . 



Opportunities whilst on your Extended Degree
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Opportunities 
whilst on your 
Extended 
Degree

Work Based Learning
Many opportunities to gain work-related 
experience are offered to our students, and we 
recommend that you take us up on as many as 
possible!

Our nationally renowned Work Based Learning 
module gives you the chance to test-drive a 
future career, boost your CV and gain real work 
experience. You’ll get to spend time working in 
the role, industry or field you’re considering to see 
if it’s right for you, and you get important ‘on-the-
job’ experience that employers want everyone to 
have, but isn’t always easy to come by. Win-win.
 
e: wbl@chester.ac.uk
t: 01244 512100
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Careers
Employability lies at the heart of everything 
we offer. We have a range of extra provisions 
designed to enhance career possibilities and 
equip you with the transferable skills and 
knowledge that employers are looking for.

•  Workshops, online tutorials, and in-person  
 appointments with expert advisers 

•  An online vacancy service, including part-time  
 jobs available while you study

 •  Online and hard copy resources to help with  
 CVs, applications and preparing for interviews

•  Targeted employability skills development built  
 into the curriculum 

•  Opportunities to engage with local and  
 national employers 

•  Up-to-date information about employers, jobs  
 and postgraduate study

 e: careers@chester.ac.uk 
 t: 01244 513066

Study Abroad
Studying or doing a work placement abroad is 
a worthy addition to any CV, showing ambition, 
confidence and a willingness to be out of your 
comfort zone. Our students have the opportunity 
to study for a full academic year abroad at one of 
our bilateral exchange partners or through the 
International Student Exchange Programme, a 
network of over 300 additional higher education 
institutions worldwide.

We also offer an overseas alternative to our Work 
Based Learning module. Current placement 
locations include: Africa, Asia, Europe and South 
America; and we provide a range of study and work-
based learning opportunities in Europe, including 
year-long and shorter placements.

e: studyabroad@chester.ac.uk
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Students’ Union
Shape your university experience in a way that 
works for you with Chester Students’ Union. CSU 
encourages you to create, connect and explore 
the areas you’re passionate about – to find your 
niche, and be inspired by others. You have the 
chance to make a difference, make new friends 
and make lots of amazing memories with CSU.

There For You 

CSU and your elected officers exist to represent 
the views and opinions of all its members. In 
partnership with the University, your officers and 
CSU Student Voice Team collate your views and 
ensure that your voice is heard.

Get Involved 

Student Experience Reps seek the views of 
students (about both academic and non-
academic matters) and work closely with the 
University to make positive change happen. It’s 
a great opportunity to stand out, socialise and 
impress future employers with the key skills 
you’ve gained.
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Chester Accommodation
The majority of accommodation at Chester is 
either on the Parkgate Road Campus, on the 
border of this campus or conveniently located 
in the centre of Chester. We have four options 
available, as well as close links with a number of 
private sector residences. We also have rooms 
that have been adapted for students with 
specific needs or disabilities; please contact our 
Disability and Inclusion team if you would like to 
find out more information.

www.chester.ac.uk/accommodation

Private Sector Residences
To add to the range of options you can choose 
from, the University also works closely with 
private providers of student accommodation. 

We have a register of private sector flats, houses 
and registered lodgings that you can view 
online at:

www.chesterstudentstamp.co.uk

Shrewsbury
This safe and secure accommodation is located in
Shrewsbury’s town centre, and is just a short walk to 
the University Centre campus.

Both accommodation options offer self-catered 
single rooms with en-suite, and a shared kitchen and 
lounge; and Mardol House also offers a single studio 
apartment option, with a bed, fridge, microwave, 
kettle and toaster.

Both Mardol House and The Tannery have the 
following facilities:
• Launderette facilities
• Managed internet service (at no additional cost)
• CCTV monitored bicycle racks
• 24-hour concierge service

International students who apply before the 
published deadline date will be guaranteed 
accommodation.

ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/accommodation

We’re able to guarantee either University or Partnership 
accommodation to every first-year student, so make 
yourself at home, we’ve got you covered.
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Our range of specialist services give our students 
the support they need and deserve.
Our Wellbeing and Mental Health team are 
there to support you with student welfare-
related issues, including information on 
finance and budgeting, access to counselling 
and personal and academic problems.

e: wellbeing@chester.ac.uk

The Disability and Inclusion team offers
advice and guidance on a range of areas,
from teaching, learning and assessment 
to the process of accessing support via 
Disabled Students’ Allowance, and liaising 
with academic staff, and also working with 
specialist external organisations.

e: disability@chester.ac.uk

Library Information Services 
along with Study Skills 
support in e-literacy, academic 
writing and numeracy are 
available, providing group and 
individual support.

The Chaplaincy offers personal and spiritual 
support to all, and while the Chaplaincy is a 
Christian presence, individuals of any faith or 
none are welcome if they wish to speak in
confidence on any matter.

e: chaplaincy@chester.ac.uk

Students in our partnership accommodation are 
supported by a concierge service that work 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year.

Warrington Accommodation
Accommodation Team at accommodation@
chester.ac.uk or 01244 513000. We are build-
ing links with local private sector accommoda-
tion providers and will be able to advise on the 
best options to suit your needs.



Chester
A vibrant city with charm, character and 
packed full of things to do, Chester is a unique 
place to live and to study.

While it is undoubtedly beautiful and full 
of history, Chester is also a bustling 21st-
century city balancing big-name shopping, 
eating and living with a thriving independent 
scene.

Chester has everything you need when it 
comes to shopping, food and drink, nightlife, 
festivals and events. There’s so much to 
discover. Our must-sees are: The Chester Walls, 
River Dee, award-winning cultural centre 
Storyhouse, Chester Markets and the Roman 
Amphitheatre.

Things to do in Chester, 
Warrington and
Shrewsbury

Things to do in Chester, Warrington and Shrewsbury
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Warrington
A lively, modern town in the north of Cheshire, 
Warrington is bustling with things to do both day 
and night.

There’s a huge variety of things to see and do in 
this thriving town, and its convenient location in 
the North West provides excellent transport links 
to Manchester and Liverpool.

The town centre has a wide selection of clubs, 
pubs and bars to suit all tastes, ranging from 

the hip and trendy to the traditional tavern. 
Whether you’re into house, hip hop, indie or rock 
you’ll find somewhere you’ll love.

Warrington has a wide variety of restaurants, pubs 
and food stands to suit every taste and budget, 
from major chains to independent coffee shops.

Major developments are taking place in the city; 
The  Time Square  will boast a state-of-the-art 
cinema, market hall, restaurants, shops and a new 
public square.

Things to do in Chester Warrington and Shrewsbury Things to do in Chester Warrington and Shrewsbury
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Shrewsbury
As you make your way around the town, you’ll 
find an array of historical and architectural 
discoveries, with around 660 listed buildings in 
the centre alone! What’s more, as the birthplace of 
Charles Darwin, you can find various monuments 
in Shrewsbury dedicated to his early life.

It’s easy to feel at home here. Shrewsbury has 
a thriving café culture and independent scene, 
packed with plenty of places to sample delicious 
foodie finds. 

Shrewsbury enjoys a vibrant cultural scene and 
hosts several music festivals throughout the year, 
including the celebrated Shrewsbury Folk Festival 
and The Big Bus festival.

And, if you love the great outdoors, Shrewsbury 
is on the doorstep of the Shropshire Hills, 
providing a host of hiking, cycling and climbing 
opportunities. 

Things to do in Chester Warrington and Shrewsbury
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The following degrees include a Foundation Year:

Business, Law and Social 
Sciences
l	 BSc (Hons) Accounting 
 and Finance 

l	 BSc (Hons) Banking and   
 Finance

l	 BA (Hons) Business Finance 

l	 BA (Hons) Business  
 Management

l	 BSc (Hons) Criminology

l	 BA (Hons) Digital Marketing

l	 BSc (Hons) Economics 

l	 BA (Hons) Events and Festivals  
 Management

l	 BA (Hons) Events Management

l	 BSc (Hons) Geography

l	 BA (Hons) International  
 Business  Management 

l	 BA (Hons) International   
 Relations

l	 BA (Hons) International   
 Tourism Management 

l	 LLB Law  

l	 LLB Law with Business

l	 LLB Law with Criminology

l	 BA (Hons) Marketing   
 Management  

l	 BA (Hons) Politics

l	 BA (Hons) Social Justice and   
 Community Action

l	 BSc (Hons) Sociology

l	 BSc (Hons) Sport Management
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l	BN (Hons) Mental Health  
 Nursing
l	BSc (Hons) Psychology
l	BA (Hons) Education
l	BA (Hons) Early and Middle  
 Childhood Studies with  
 pathways: Early Childhood  
 Studies or Primary Education  
 Studies

All four years at University 
Centre Warrington:

l	BN (Hons) Adult Nursing 
l	BSc (Hons) Community   
 Policing and Criminal  
 Investigation
l	BSc (Hons) Professional  
 Policing 

l	BA (Hons) Social Work

All four years are taught at 
University Centre Shrewsbury:
l	BN (Hons) Adult Nursing

All four years are taught at   
University Centre Birkenhead:
l	BN (Hons) Adult Nursing 

Humanities

l	BA (Hons) Archaeology 

l	BA (Hons) English Language
l	BA (Hons) English Literature 
l	BA (Hons) History 
l	BA (Hons) Philosophy, Ethics  
 and Religion 
l	BA (Hons) Religious Studies 

l	BA (Hons) Theology
l	BA (Hons) Theology and   
 Religious Studies

3736

Life Sciences
l	 BSc (Hons) Animal Behaviour

l	 BSc (Hons) Biochemistry

l	 BSc (Hons) Biology

l	 BSc (Hons) Biomedical Science  

l	 BSc (Hons) Bioveterinary   
 Science 

l	 BSc (Hons) Forensic Biology

l	 BSc (Hons) Human Nutrition

l	 BSc (Hons) Immunology

l	 BSc (Hons) Marine Biology

l	 BSc (Hons) Nutrition and   
 Exercise Sciences

l	 BSc (Hons) Pharamacology 
 
 

Creative Industries

l	 BA (Hons) Fine Art

l	 BA (Hons) Graphic Design

l	 BA (Hons) Journalism

l	 BA (Hons) Interior Design

l	 BA (Hons) Music Journalism

l	 BA (Hons) Photography

l	 BA (Hons) Product Design

l	 BA (Hons) Sports Journalism

Engineering and Computing
l	BEng (Hons) Chemical  
 Engineering 

l	BSc (Hons) Chemistry

l	BSc (Hons) Computer  
 Science

l	BSc (Hons) Cybersecurity 
l	BSc (Hons) Games  
 Development

l	BSc (Hons) Mathematics

l	BSc (Hons) Physics

l	BSc (Hons) Software  
 Engineering 

Professional Programmes

All four years at Chester:

l	BN (Hons) Adult Nursing 

l	BN (Hons) Children’s Nursing

l	BN (Hons) Learning Disability   
 Nursing

l	BSc (Hons) Forensic   
 Psychology



How to Apply
Applications for all undergraduate full-time 
courses at at University of Chester and University 
Centre Shrewsbury should be made through 
UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions 
Service) between 1st September 2020 and 15th 
January 2021.

For step-by-step guidance on how to apply, 
please visit:
University of Chester: https://www1.chester.
ac.uk/undergraduate/how-apply

University Centre Shrewsbury: https://
ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/undergraduate/how-
apply

Institution and Campus Code
When applying, you will need the Institution 
Code for the University of Chester, which is 
CHSTR C55. You can find our course codes on our 

web pages listed above or by searching for the 
University of Chester on ucas.com

The campus code for University Centre 
Shrewsbury is S and you will need to put this 
campus code in the ‘Choices’ section of the 
online application form.

Tuition Fees
•  Our full-time undergraduate tuition fees for UK  
 students are £9,250* a year, or £1,540*  
 per 20-credit module for part-time study

•  Our Foundation Year tuition fee for UK  
 students is £9,250*

•  If you are an international student, please visit: 
 https://www1.chester.ac.uk/international/ 
 fees-scholarships-and-finance/tuition-fees
 for University of Chester and ucshrewsbury. 
 ac.uk/international/feesand- finance 
 for University Centre Shrewsbury.

Useful Information

3938

Useful Information



Bursaries and Scholarships
We have bursaries for full- and part-time 
students whose means tested household 
income is less than £25,000, and we also offer a 
cash award to Foundation Year students. This is 
automatically reviewed and you will be notified 
if eligible.

We also have a limited number of bursaries 
available for care leavers, young adult carers and 
estranged students. Please contact wellbeing@
chester.ac.uk for further information.

For full and up-to-date details about our 
bursaries, please visit:

https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/
finance/bursaries-and-scholarships/general-
bursaries-and-scholarships/bursaries-2020

Sport scholarships are available to 
undergraduate students who can demonstrate 

active representation at national or international 
level. For more information, please visit:

https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/
finance/bursaries-and-scholarships/sport-
scholarships

The government can provide additional help 
for students with a disability (Disabled Students’ 
Allowances), or students who have children 
or an adult who depends on them financially 
(Dependants’ Grants).

If you get into financial difficulty, or find yourself 
unable to cover costs while completing your 
course, you may be eligible for financial help 
from our Financial Assistance Fund. For more 
information, please visit:

https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/
finance/additional-financial-help

Student Loans
If you are a first time undergraduate living in the UK, you 
are entitled to apply for a tuition fee loan via your national 
student finance organisation. Maintenance loans are also 
available to help with living costs; the amount you receive 
depends on your household income and where you live 
and study.

•  England: gov.uk/student-finance

•  Wales: studentfinancewales.co.uk

•  Scotland: saas.gov.uk

•  Northern Ireland: studentfinanceni.co.uk

*These fees apply to 2022/23 entry. At the time of writing, it is 
not possible to state what our exact fees will be in 2022/23. 
Our fees may rise each year with inflation, as measured by the 
Retail Price Index. These fee levels and increases are subject to 
any necessary government, and other regulatory, approvals.

https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/finance/
additional-financial-help

Useful Information Useful Information
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Useful Information

Admissions Regulations
For information regarding regulations and procedures that govern admission of students to courses 
at the University of Chester and at University Centre Shrewsbury, please visit:

https://www1.chester.ac.uk/admissions

https://ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/departments/undergraduate-admissions

Disclaimer
The information in this guide was correct at the time of writing (October 2022) and is for general 
information purposes. Some alterations to courses may unavoidably occur between the publication 
of this guide and the start of the 2022/23 academic year. The University reserves the right to 
withdraw or make alterations to courses. For further details and the most up-to-date information 
about our courses, please visit:

https://www1.chester.ac.uk

https://ucshrewsbury.ac.uk
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