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Welcome to the Department of English at the University of Chester! We hope you are looking forward to starting your 
studies with us in September; we’re certainly looking forward to meeting you!  

We encourage all of our students to read as widely as possible prior to the start of their studies and during their time 
with us. This document will provide you with an example of some of the texts you are likely to study during your first 
year, and you will receive a definitive reading list for each module when you join us in September.  

The University is currently developing a scheme for first year students whereby some of the books on the reading lists 
will be made available to you, as e-books, for free. Unfortunately, at this time, we are unable to advise you as to which 
books these will be.  

The department would like to stress that students are under no obligation to buy copies of all of the texts listed. The 
University Library is incredibly well stocked; all of the texts will be available on a mixture of short-term and long-term 
loans, and many are available online. You may, of course, wish to have your own copies of some texts, particularly if 
you wish to make annotations, but there should be plenty of second-hand copies available through online book stores.  

Some of the texts on the reading lists may contain subjects that are difficult to read about/discuss. If you are 
uncomfortable with any of the topics please do speak to your tutor when you join us in September or contact us at 
englishadmin@chester.ac.uk.  

The English Department would like to wish you an enjoyable summer and we look forward to meeting you in 
September. 

  

mailto:englishadmin@chester.ac.uk
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Firstly, welcome to the English Language degree at the University of Chester. We hope you enjoy your stay 
here. Our aim is to make the course both stimulating and challenging, but you can play a part in that yourself 
by doing a bit of preparation before the lectures and seminars kick in at the end of September. 
Texts which will be useful introductory reference books for the study of English Language are listed below.   

Bauer, L. (2012). Beginning linguistics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Culpeper, J., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R., McEnery, T., & Katamba, F. (Eds.). (2018). English language: Description, 
variation and context (2nd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Merrison, A. J., Bloomer, A., Griffiths, P., and Hall. C., (2014). Introducing language in use: A coursebook (2nd 
ed.). London: Routledge.   

Mullany, L. & Stockwell, P. (2010). Introducing English language: A resource book for students. London: 
Routledge. 

 
For the module EN4302 Language and Text you may wish to try the following:  
 

Culpeper, J., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R., McEnery, T., & Katamba, F. (Eds.). (2018). English language: Description, 
variation and context (2nd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Carter, R. (2007). Working with texts. 3rd edition. London: Routledge. 

Jones, R. (2012). Discourse analysis: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

Montgomery, M., Durant, A., Furniss, T. & Mills, S. (2013). Ways of reading. 4th edition. London: Routledge. 

Simpson, P. (2014). Stylistics: A resource book for students. 2nd edition. London: Routledge. 
 
For the EN4304 The Nature of Language module, the following are all good introductory texts, and will also 
complement the module EN4305 Foundations of English. 

Bauer, L., Holmes, J., & Warren, P. (2006). Language matters. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Chapman, S. (2006). Thinking about language: Theories of English. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2014). An introduction to language (10th, international ed.). Belmont: 
Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
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Merrison, A. J., Bloomer, A., Griffiths, P., & Hall, C. J. (2014). Introducing language in use: A coursebook (2nd 
ed.). London: Routledge. 

Nunan, D. (2013). What is this thing called language? (2nd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Sharp, P. (2009). Language: The big picture. London: Continuum. 

Yule, G. (2017). The study of language (6th ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
For the module EN4305 Foundations of English you may find the following helpful; the book in bold is a set 
text. 
 
Berry, R. (2012). English grammar: A resource book for students. London: Routledge.  

Culpeper, J., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R., McEnery, T., & Katamba, F. (Eds.). (2018). English language: Description, 

variation and context (2nd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Carstairs-McCarthy, A. (2002). An introduction to English morphology: Words and their structure. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press.  

Eppler, E. D., & Ozón, G. (2013). English words and sentences: An introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  

Gick, B., Wilson, I., & Derrick, D. (2013). Articulatory phonetics. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.  

Knight, R. A. (2012). Phonetics: A coursebook. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

EN4307 Language in Use introduces students to the concept of language as a social phenomenon through the 
study of regional and social variation. The module will evaluate past and present prescriptivist attitudes 
towards language; students will be encouraged to examine their variety of English and their attitudes towards 
language use and to relate this to wider societal conceptualisations of Standard English and 
“correctness”. Throughout the study of prescriptivism, the descriptive nature of linguistic study will be 
foregrounded and theories of linguistic variation, such as Labov’s approach to style shifting or Bell’s model of 
audience design, will be considered. The influential paradigm of variationist sociolinguistics (the Labovian 
paradigm), which considers how social variables (e.g. age, social class, gender) affect linguistic variability, will 
be introduced. The treatment of this topic will be framed within the broader study of accent and dialect, thus 
relating to the broader notion of language attitudes introduced earlier in the module. 
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In keeping with the notion of language as a social object, conversation analysis as an approach to the study of 
social interaction will be introduced. Key concepts surrounding language in social interaction, such as politeness 
and accommodation theory, will also be studied. 

Chambers, J.K. (2009). Sociolinguistic theory: Linguistic variation and its social significance (Revised ed.). 
Oxford: Blackwell.  

Coupland, N. & Jaworski, A. (2009). The new sociolinguistics reader. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Culpeper, J., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R., McEnery, T., & Katamba, F. (Eds.). (2018). English language: Description, 
variation and context (2nd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Holmes, J. & Wilson, N. (2017). An introduction to sociolinguistics (5th ed.).  London: Routledge.  

Meyerhoff, M. (2018). Introducing sociolinguistics (3rd ed.). London: Routledge.  

Merrison, A.J., Bloomer, A., Griffiths, P. & Hall, C. J. (2014). Introducing language in use: A coursebook (2nd 
ed). London: Routledge. 

Montgomery, M. (2008). An introduction to language and society (3rd ed.). London: Routledge.  

Sidnell, J. (2010). Conversation analysis: An introduction. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 

Stockwell, P. (2007). Sociolinguistics: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

Trudgill, P. (2000). Sociolinguistics: An introduction to language and society. London: Penguin.  

Wardhaugh, R. (2009). An introduction to sociolinguistics (6th ed.). Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 
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Throughout your degree programme, you will be expected to develop your writing skills. This book will help 
you in the early stages: 

Godfrey, J. (2016). Writing for university. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

When you arrive in September you will be provided with an extensive reading list.  Multiple copies of most of 
these books are housed in the University Library, so don’t worry if you can’t afford to buy all of them. 

Good luck! 

Dr Matt Davies, Programme Leader, Single Honours English Language 


	Department of English

