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EN5105 Flash Fiction 

Module convenor: Dr Ashley Chantler (a.chantler@chester.ac.uk) 

This module is designed to provide a detailed understanding of flash fiction (‘short-short stories’). 

In seminars, you will analyse a wide range of flashes, for example, the 55-worders in the anthology 

The World’s Shortest Stories of Love and Death, the 100-worders in Dan Rhodes’s Anthropology and 

a Hundred Other Stories, and the 150-worders in David Gaffney’s Sawn-Off Tales. Stories of up to 

360 words will be analysed in Margaret Atwood’s Murder in the Dark and other texts. In 

seminars/workshops, you will present your own flashes, with a view to you compiling your own 

collection. Towards the end of the module, time will be devoted to researching and discussing the 

promotion and publication of flash fiction. 

The very short flashes will be supplied as handouts, but you will need: 

 Margaret Atwood, Murder in the Dark (Virago Press, 2010)

 David Gaffney, Sawn-Off Tales (Salt, 2006)

Another text to be studied will be available to purchase from the Department of English office in 

October. 

You should borrow from the library: 

 Tara L. Masih (ed.), The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction (Brookline,

Massachusetts: Rose Metal Press, 2009)

Also have a look at the website of Flash: The International Short-Short Story Magazine, especially 

the ‘Flash Collection’ and ‘Flash Links’ pages: http://www.chester.ac.uk/flash.magazine 

mailto:a.chantler@chester.ac.uk
http://www.chester.ac.uk/flash.magazine


2 of 4 

EN5106 Poetry: Other Voices, Other Forms  

Module convenor: Dr Ian Seed: (i.seed@chester.ac.uk) 

In this module, we will be focussing on your own poetry, but also reading contemporary poems. You 
will be encouraged to move beyond the confessional mode to employ a variety of narrative voices 
and to try out a range of both traditional and experimental forms. In seminars and workshops, we 
will be exploring poems to consider the breadth of voices and forms available, and to understand 
both the challenges and potential of different modes of writing.  

We’ll be looking at an array of poetry from different sources, but the set texts for this module are: 

 Steve Kowit, In the Palm of Your Hand: The Poet’s Portable Workshop, Second Edition  
(Thomaston: Tilbury House, 2017) 

 Mark Strand and Eavan Boland, The Making of a Poem: A Norton Anthology of Poetic Forms 
(London: Norton, 2001) 

You will need to buy your own copy of these – you will be reading them regularly, annotating them, 
and bringing them to seminars. Please note that Steve Kowit’s In the Palm of Your Hand: The Poet’s 
Portable Workshop may not be available through some British bookshops because it is an American 
book without a UK distributor. However, you can order it online and there are copies available in the 
university library to refer to until you have obtained your own copy. (Either the second or first edition 
is valid for this course.) 
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EN5107 Exploring Genre through Fiction and Drama 

Module convenor: Prof. Alan Wall (email: a.wall@chester.ac.uk) 

This module explores some of the various ways in which writers explore and exploit genre in both 
fiction and drama. Certain classic novels and plays will be examined in detail to see how genre 
shapes the kind of writing we do, and the kind of audience we might expect. This examination will 
then lead on to your own employment of such techniques in your own creative writing.  

These are all of the set texts for the course. You will need to buy your own copies of these: 

 Atwood, Margaret, The Penelopiad (Edinburgh: Canongate, 2006)

 Binet, Laurent, HHhH (London: Vintage, 2013)

 Dick, Philip K., Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (London: Gollancz, 2007)

 Vonnegut, Kurt, Slaughterhouse-Five (London: Vintage, 2008)

 Wallace, David Foster, Brief Interviews with Hideous Men (London: Abacus, 2001)

mailto:a.wall@chester.ac.uk
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EN5108 An Introduction to Publishing 

Module convenor: Dr Peter Blair (p.blair@chester.ac.uk) 

This optional module introduces the world of publishing and editing.  Its aim is to provide an insight 
into how the publishing industry works, and so to equip aspiring writers with knowledge and 
understanding that will help them get their own work published.  It is also of benefit to students 
considering a career in publishing.  The module explores a range of opportunities for publication, 
and introduces the various protocols involved in submitting work to literary competitions, 
magazines, and publishers, as well as the role of agents and literary prizes.  It will take you through 
the process of book publication from drafting a book proposal to reviewing the finished product, 
including writing, editing, proofreading, cover design, and blurb writing.  You will learn industry-
standard proofreading marks and be introduced to recent developments in publishing, including 
print-on-demand and e-publishing.  In preparation for the module, you should: 

 Buy a copy of Anne Waddingham (ed.), New Hart’s Rules: The Handbook of Style for Writers
and Editors, second edition (Oxford: OUP, 2014).  You should own a copy of this by the first
week of the module, but you are not expected to have read it (it is primarily a reference book).

 Look at the website www.chester.ac.uk/flash.magazine.  An issue of Flash: The International
Short-Short Story Magazine will be a set text; it will be available at a discounted price from the
office in the Department of English at the beginning of next academic year.

 Read widely, thinking about what makes writing publishable, and paying particular attention to
how it is presented on the page, marketed, and reviewed.  Look closely at the design of book
covers and read their blurbs, spend time in bookshops, and read as many book reviews as you
can; the Review section of the Saturday Guardian newspaper is a good place to start.

 Have a look at The Bookseller, the journal of the UK publishing industry, available in hard copy
or online via the library catalogue; their website www.thebookseller.com is also a useful
resource.

mailto:p.blair@chester.ac.uk
http://www.chester.ac.uk/flash.magazine
http://www.thebookseller.com/

