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EN5302 Language Acquisition 
Module convenor: Dr Rana Almbark (r.almbark@chester.ac.uk) 

This is a 20 credit module, which introduces you to the theoretical study of first language acquisition 
through the close study of real child language acquisition data. You will be encouraged to form your 
own evidence-based views about the competing theoretical debates surrounding first language 
acquisition.  The module will cover the acquisition of different aspects of language, e.g. phonology, 
morphology, syntax, lexis and conversational skills. We will also study language disorders which shed 
light not only on the process of first language acquisition but also issues in linguistic theory more 
generally. 

Good, accessible introductions (available in the library) include: 

• Rowland, C. (2013). Understanding child language acquisition. London: Routledge. 

• Stilwell Peccei, J. (2006). Child language: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 
(e-book also available). 

Other more advanced texts which you may find it useful to browse include:  

• Ambridge, B., & Lieven, E.V.M. (2011). Child language acquisition: Contrasting theoretical 
approaches. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Clarke, E. (2009). First language acquisition (2nd ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Foster-Cohen, S. (2009). Language acquisition. London: Palgrave. 

• Lust, B. (2006). Child language acquisition and growth. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

• O’Grady, W. (2005). How children learn language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Saxton, M. (2010). Child language acquisition and development. London: Sage. 

N.B. These texts are available in the library so you shouldn’t need to buy any for now. 
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EN5303 Creativity in English 
Module convenor: Dr Harry Parkin (h.parkin@chester.ac.uk) 

This is a 20 credit optional module which investigates the concept of creativity in English. We will study 
the textual styles and techniques which constitute so-called ‘literary’ language, looking in more detail 
at some of the stylistic techniques explored in ‘Language and Text’, including foregrounding, 
metaphor, point of view, narrative theories and sound symbolism. The module will explore the extent 
to which there is a qualitative difference between the creative use of language in canonical literary 
texts and more ephemeral (or short-lived) modes of discourse, such as everyday speech, advertising, 
humour, song lyrics, news discourse etc. One of the aims of the module is to give you the linguistic 
tools to investigate your own data and to explore to what extent you consider it to consist of ‘creative’ 
language. 

There are two set texts for this module (both in bold below) which will, together with the other two 
titles listed below (all available in the library), give you a useful insight into the module content: 

• Carter, R. (2004). Language and creativity: The art of common talk. London: Routledge.  

• Goodman, S. & O’Halloran, K. (2006). The art of English: Literary creativity. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

• Maybin, J. & Swann, J. (2006). The art of English: Everyday creativity. London: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

• Swann, J., Pope, R. & Carter, R. (eds.) (2011). Creativity in language and literature: The state 
of the art. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 
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EN5306 The Power of Language (20 credits) 
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

The money you spend, your voting decisions, and other major life choices are heavily influenced by 
the power of language. Language has power to make you think and act. It can subtly persuade, 
crudely manipulate and innovatively inspire. Advertisers, politicians and song-writers are all skilled in 
the art of the witty slogan, the ingenious metaphor, the clichéd three-part list. News interviewers are 
adept and challenging politicians and they are in turn skilled at avoiding answering direct questions. 
This optional module introduces you to some of the ways that language can be used to influence, 
manipulate, inspire and oppress and challenge individuals and groups on the micro and macro-levels. 
You will explore a variety of both spoken and written textual genres such as the language of political 
speeches, protest songs, charity appeals and pressure groups. The module also looks at how news 
interviewers use their institutional power to hold those in power to account whilst giving space for 
unprofessional voices (e.g. news eye-witnesses, victims, sports participants) to flourish. You will 
explore powerful discourse by considering the linguistic strategies used to disseminate ideas, such as 
parallelisms (equating and contrasting), metaphor, presupposition and implicature, modality and 
transitivity – often associated with the approach to language study called Critical Discourse Analysis 
(CDA). A key element of the module is considering the ‘voice’ of addressers and to whom and how 
are they addressing their interlocutors or target audiences. The aim is to give you a stronger 
awareness of the power of language in everyday contexts, so eventually you will collect your own 
data for discussion and analysis in a case study for assessment.  

There is no set text for this module. For your summer introductory reading you could try any of 
chapters 1 – 4 of Mooney and Evans (2019), chapters 1 -3 of Partington and Taylor (2018) and Topics 
1 – 3 of Simpson and Mayr (2010). Any of these will give you a good grounding in some of the 
themes and approaches tackled on the module. These are all available to read as e-books via the 
university library catalogue (see the introductory reading list below). 
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Introductory Reading  

• Charteris-Black, J. (2018). Analysing political speeches: Rhetoric, discourse and metaphor. (2nd 

Ed.). London: Palgrave. 

• Davies, M. (2013). Oppositions and Ideology in news discourse. London, United Kingdom & 

New York, United States of America: Blackwell Academic. [Electronic book available].  

• Ives, G. and Rana, R. (2018). Language and power. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Jeffries, L. (2010). Critical stylistics: The power of English. Basingstoke, United Kingdom: 

Palgrave.  

• Machin, D. & Mayr, A. (2012). How to do critical discourse analysis. London, United Kingdom: 

Sage.  

• Mooney, A. and Evans, B. (2019). Language, society and power (5th ed.). Abingdon, United 

Kingdom: Routledge. [Electronic book available] 

• Montgomery, M. (2007). The discourse of broadcast news. Abingdon & New York: Routledge. 

[E-book available] 

• Partington, A. and Taylor, C. (2018). The language of persuasion in politics. London and New 

York: Routledge. [Electronic book available] 

• Simpson, P. & Mayr, A. (2010). Language and power: A resource book for students. London, 

United Kingdom: Routledge. [Electronic book available]. 
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EN5311 Semantics and Pragmatics 
Module convenor: Dr Urszula Skrzypik-Stein (u.skrzypik@chester.ac.uk) 

This is a 20 credit optional module. It explores meaning in language on two levels: while with 
Semantics we will be focussing primarily on the ‘literal’ meaning of linguistic expressions, i.e. on 
word, phrase and sentence meaning, with Pragmatics the focus will be on the way meaning is 
construed in communication. You will be introduced to semantic and pragmatic theories ranging 
from ‘classical’ to more modern approaches and will be encouraged to apply them to relevant 
linguistic data and critically evaluate them. 

 

There is no set text for this module. However, there are two texts which are seminal to the course, 

namely: 

• Riemer, N. (2010). Introducing semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Saeed, J. I. (2016). Semantics (4th ed.). Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell.  

Other accessible introductory books include:  

• Chapman, S. (2011). Pragmatics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

• Cruse, D. A. (2011). Meaning in language: An introduction to semantics and pragmatics (3rd 

ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

• Griffiths, P. (2006). An introduction to English semantics and pragmatics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press.  

• Grundy, P. (2008). Doing pragmatics (3rd ed.). London: Hodder Education.  

• Huang, Y. (2014). Pragmatics (2nd ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

More detailed reading will be provided at the beginning of the module and on a weekly basis for each 

topic that we cover.  

N.B. These texts are in the university library, so you shouldn’t need to buy any for now. 
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EN5314 Roots and Development of English 
Module convenor: Dr Harry Parkin (h.parkin@chester.ac.uk) 

This is a 20 credit optional module. It introduces you to the development of the English language from 
early forms of Indo-European languages and its roots in Anglo-Saxon and Middle English, to the global 
nature of English in the present day. You will study the internal and external forces which shaped the 
development of English over more than 1500 years, and be acquainted with the changing nature of 
the lexis, morphosyntax, phonology and semantics of Old, Middle, Early Modern and Late Modern 
English. You will also explore the rise of ‘Standard English’ and consider how the language has changed 
due to contact with other languages. 

A good starting point and the set text for the module is: 

• McIntyre, D. (2009). History of English: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

Other accessible introductory books include: 

• Beal, J. (2004). English in modern times. London: Hodder Education. 
 

• Crystal, D. (2012). English as a global language. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

• Crystal, D. (2004). The Stories of English. London: Penguin. 
 

• Culpeper, J. (2005). History of English (2nd ed.). London: Routledge. 
 

• Fennell, B. (2001). A history of English: A sociolinguistic approach. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 

• Gramley, S. (2019). The history of English. London: Routledge. 
 

• Nevalainen, T (2006). An Introduction to Early Modern English. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press. 
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If you want something a bit more challenging and detailed you could try: 

• Baugh, A. and Cable, T. (2012). A History of the English language (6th ed.). London: Routledge. 
 

• Freeborn, D. (2006). From Old English to Standard English: A course book in language variations 
across time (3rd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 

• Graddol, L., Swann, J., Leith, D., and Gillen, J. (2007). Changing English. London: Routledge. 

NB: All of these texts are in the university library, so you shouldn’t need to buy any for now. 
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EN5315 Language, Identity and Popular Culture 
Module Convenor: Dr Paul Flanagan (p.flanagan@chester.ac.uk) 
This module combines the study of English regional accents and dialects with a consideration of how 
the selection of different varieties of English is significant in popular culture contexts. Students taking 
this module will be given the opportunity to learn about variation in English at the levels of phonology, 
syntax, morphology and lexis and will conduct a focussed study on one particular variety of English. 
The second half of this module looks at the links between varieties of English and different attitudes 
and identities, specifically focussing on how these attitudes influence the use of language in film, 
television and popular music. Students will combine their understanding of regional and sociolinguistic 
variation with an appreciation of the context of popular culture discourse to evaluate the motivations 
of directors, writers, actors and music artists when communicating with their audience. The module 
will culminate in students producing a project which analyses spoken and/or written texts from a 
popular culture genre of their choice in terms of the language choices made by its authors.  

There is no set text for this module, but three texts we will regularly consult are: 

• Britain, D. (Ed.) (2007). Language in the British Isles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Hughes, A., Trudgill, P. & Watt, D. (2012). English accents and dialects: An introduction to 
social and regional varieties of English in the British Isles. London: Hodder Education.  

• Werner, V. (Ed.). (2018). The language of pop culture. London: Routledge. 

Other texts which you may find useful are: 

• Hodson, J. (2014). Dialect in film and literature. Basingstoke, United Kingdom: 
Palgrave Macmillan.  

• Kortmann, B., & Upton, C. (Eds.) (2006). Varieties of English: The British Isles.  Amsterdam: 
Mouton de Gruyter.  

• Lippi-Green, R. (1997). English with an accent: Language, ideology, and discrimination in the 
United States. New York, NY: Routledge. 

• Mesthrie, R. and R.M. Bhatt (2008). World Englishes: The study of new linguistic varieties. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Penhallurick, R. (2018). Studying dialect. London: Palgrave MacMillan. 

• Wells, J.C. (1982). Accents of English, 3 volumes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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• Wiseman-Trowse, N. (2008). Performing class in British popular music. Basingstoke, UK: 
Palgrave MacMillan. 

Many of the weekly readings will be of scanned chapters available via the eLibrary on the 
module's Moodle page. Students aiming to familiarise themselves with the subject area may wish 
to download these and have a look over them once you gain access to the Moodle page in the 
autumn.  
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EN5316 Advances in English (20 credits) 
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

This core module acts as a bridge between your Level 4 core modules - EN4301 Structures of English 
and EN4302 Language and Text – and the more advanced specialist optional modules at Level 6. It also 
makes thematic connections with several optional modules at Level 5 so that content from the former 
will synchronise with that of Advances in English. Content will include revising and advancing your core 
knowledge and skills application in the structures of English, such as morphology, syntax, lexical 
semantics, phonetics and phonology. It would be a good idea therefore to revisit your notes on these 
before you return in the autumn. There will also be more challenging applications of these nuts and 
bolts of language to various aspects of language in use and language theories such as conversation 
analysis, language variation and change (such as discourse analysis of historical / contemporary 
Englishes and regional variation / World Englishes), multimodality, theories of meaning and cognitive 
approaches to language (e.g. metaphor). The module will encourage you to consider the effects of 
context on how we use and interpret language in everyday situations. 

The module will also include essay-writing techniques and some basic research methodologies and 
approaches to data collection – e.g. computer-assisted approaches to language collection and analysis, 
ethics, use of surveys and questionnaires – to assist you with data analysis projects in other modules 
on this programme later in the year, and also to prepare those of you who opt for the EN6310 
Dissertation module.  

The set text for this module is: 

 Culpeper, J., Kerswill, P., Wodak, R., McEnery, T. and Katamba, F. (2018) (Eds). English language: 
description, variation and change. (2nd Ed.). London: Palgrave. 

There are electronic copies of the set text available through the library catalogue, though you should 
aim to obtain your own copy. Many of the recommended preparatory seminar readings will be taken 
from the book and at 686 pages it is very good value for the price (under £30 but you may be able to 
source even cheaper copies). The first few chapters on phonetics / phonology, morphology / grammar 
will help prepare you for Level 5 study. 
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Other introductory Reading 

• Baker, P. (2006). Using corpora in discourse analysis. London & New York: Bloomsbury 

Academic. [E-book available] 

• Cushing, I. (2018). Text analysis and representation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Horobin, S. (2016). How English became English: a short history of a global language. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. [E-book available]. 

• Jeffries, J. (2010). Critical stylistics: The power of English. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

• Jones, R. (2016). Spoken discourse. London: Bloomsbury Academic. 

• Kovecses, Z. (2010). Metaphor: A practical introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

• McIntyre, D. and Walker, B. (2019). Corpus Stylistics: theory and practice. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press. 

• Mooney, A. and Evans, B. (2019). Language, society and power (5th ed.). Abingdon, United 

Kingdom: Routledge. [Electronic book available] 

• Seeley, A. (2010). Researching English Language: A resource book for students. Abingdon: 

Routledge. 

• Wray, A. and Bloomer, A. (2013). Projects in linguistics and language studies (3rd Ed.). 

Abingdon: Routledge. 
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