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EN6301 Language Debates (20 credits)  
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

This module explores issues which have been and are still being debated within the disciplines of 
English language and linguistics. It also aims to involve you with some of the language 
controversies which occur in the public realm, such as those involving government proclamations 
and policy on literacy, and prescriptive attitudes of non-linguists towards language use.  

We will explore debates which often engage the news media including government policy on 
English teaching in schools, such as the current emphasis on synthetic phonics testing as a method 
of teaching children to read and spell, and the SPaG (Spelling and Grammar) tests. Related issues 
include the relationship between standard and non-standard forms of English both in education 
and in everyday use (often simplified as the descriptive / prescriptive binary) and attitudes to 
taboo language and so-called ‘political correctness’ in the public realm.  

We will also explore the differing positions adopted by innatists (represented by Chomsky and 
Pinker), and social constructionists (such as Tomasello), and the implications of their influence 
regarding approaches to the nature / nurture debate in child language acquisition. Other debates 
include the relationship between language and thought e.g. the linguistic relativity theory often 
associated with the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis and theories of the relationship between linguistic and 
conceptual deficit. The phenomenon of language endangerment and death and the rise and 
influence of English as a global language and the extent to which it is a ‘killer’ language will also be 
a focus of discussion.  

There is no one set text but there is a wealth of resources in the scanned chapters section of the 
Moodle e-library and a variety of relevant e-books. 
 
Your summer reading should include visiting the Language Debates blog website here: 
https://languagedebates.wordpress.com/tag/language-debates/. All blogs have been written by 
previous students on the module. Feel free to ask a question or insert a comment using the ‘leave 

mailto:matt.davies@chester.ac.uk
https://languagedebates.wordpress.com/tag/language-debates/
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a reply’ link at the end of each blog. You will be contributing to this as part of the module 
assessment. 
For reading over the summer, you might like to try dipping into any of the following:  
 

• Battistella, E.L. (2005). Bad language: Are some words better than others? New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

• Clayton, D. (2018). Attitudes to Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Davison, J., Daly, C. & Moss, J. (Eds.). (2011). Debates in English teaching. London: 

Routledge. [Electronic book available]. 

• Evans, V. (2014). The language myth: Why language is not an instinct. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

• Everett, D. (2013). Language: The cultural tool. London: Profile Books Ltd. 

• McWhorter, J.H. (2014). The language hoax: Why the world looks the same in any 

language. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

• Papen, U. (2016). Literacy and Education: Policy, practice, and public opinion. Routledge: 

London and New York. 

• Pinker, S. (2003). The Language instinct. London, United Kingdom: Penguin. 

• Saraceni, M. (2015). World Englishes: A critical analysis. London & New York: Bloomsbury. 

• Tomasello, M. (2005). Constructing a language: A usage-based theory of language 

acquisition. Harvard University Press 
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EN6305 Topics in Sociophonetics 
Module convenor: Dr Helen Faye West (h.west@chester.ac.uk)  

The module introduces you to leading practitioners in the sociophonetic field, and will encourage 
you to appreciate the importance of making theoretical and explanatory links between 
sociolinguistics and phonetics with the goal of explaining linguistic theory. The discipline of 
sociophonetics brings together a number of diverse sub-fields in an integrated examination of 
linguistic variation and change, and you will be encouraged to draw on your existing theoretical 
knowledge to explore how it might be applied to current issues in sociophonetics. Familiarity with 
primary research literature in sociophonetics will be a core aim of the module. The course will have 
a strong practical element and you will acquire the ability to carry out acoustic analysis of vowels 
and consonants using phonetic analysis software, thus enabling you to carry out your own 
sociophonetic research. The module will culminate in students carrying out their own sociophonetic 
project. 

• Di Paulo, M., & Yaeger-Dror, M. (2009). Sociophonetics. London, UK: Routledge. 

• Di Paulo, M., & Yaeger-Dror, M. (2010). Sociophonetics: A student’s guide. London, UK: 

Routledge. 

• Foulkes, P., & Docherty, G. J. (2006). The social life of phonetics and phonology. Journal of 

Phonetics, 34(4), 409-438.  

• Jannedy, S. & Hay, J. (2006). Modelling sociophonetic variation: Editorial. Journal of 

Phonetics, 34(4): 405-408.  

• Meyerhoff, M., & Schleef, E. (2010). The Routledge sociolinguistics reader. London, UK: 

Routledge.  
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• Pierrehumbert, J. (2006). The next toolkit. Journal of Phonetics, 34(6), 516-530.  

• Preston, D. R., & Niedzielski, N. (2010). A reader in sociophonetics. Gottingen: De Gruyter 

Mouton. 

• Thomas, E. (2010). Sociophonetics: An introduction. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
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EN6308 Corpus Linguistics  
Module convenor: Dr Jo Close (j.close@chester.ac.uk) 

This module gives you the opportunity to explore one of the latest developments in linguistic study 
– the use of computer software as a methodology for exploring and analysing large amounts of 
electronically-stored data. The module will introduce some of the principles of corpus linguistics, 
the pros and cons of using computer-generated statistics to draw conclusions about language use, 
and a variety of corpus linguistic software programmes such as WordSmith, Wmatrix and AntConc. 
You will learn about word frequencies, concordances, keywords, tagging and semantic domains and 
their relevance to linguistic analysis. You will have access to software and electronic corpora, and 
will also learn how to build, store and exploit your own corpora of text files.  

There is no set text for this module, but for reading over the summer you might like to try: 

• Adolphs, S. (2006). Introducing electronic text analysis: A practical guide for language and 
literary studies. London: Routledge. 

• Baker, P. (2006). Using corpora in discourse analysis. London: Continuum. [available as an 
e-book via the library catalogue] 

• McEnery, T., & Hardie, A. (2012). Corpus linguistics: Method, theory and practice.  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

You might also find the following useful: 

• Anderson, W. & Corbett, J. (2009). Exploring English with online corpora: An introduction. 
London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

• Baker, P., Hardie, A., & McEnery, A. (2006). A glossary of corpus linguistics. Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press. 

• Cheng, W. (2012). Exploring corpus linguistics: Language in Action. London & New York: 
Routledge.  

• McEnery, T., Xiao, R., and Tono, Y. (2006). Corpus-based language studies: An advanced 
resource book. London: Routledge. 

• McEnery, T. & Wilson, A. (2001). Corpus linguistics (2nd ed.). Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press. 

• Sinclair, J. (2004). Trust the text: Language, corpus and discourse. London: Routledge. 

mailto:j.close@chester.ac.uk)
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EN6311 Topics in Syntax  
Module convenor: Dr Jo Close (j.close@chester.ac.uk) 

This module introduces you to the formal study of syntax and the relevance of syntax to linguistic 
study more generally. Topics covered include theta theory, overt and covert movement operations, 
formal approaches to question formation and binding theory. You will learn how to represent 
complex sentences using tree structures, how to evaluate syntactic theories and representations, 
and how to write and model syntactic arguments. There will also be an opportunity to consider the 
syntactic structure of non-standard varieties of English and to investigate the ways in which the 
syntax of English differs from that of other languages.     

For reading over the summer you might like to try the first couple of chapters of: 

• Carnie, A. (2013). Syntax: A generative introduction (3rd ed.). Oxford: Blackwell. [This is the 
set textbook which we will use weekly. You may wish to purchase a copy but there are 
sufficient copies in the library for you to borrow.] 

• Poole, G. (2011). Syntactic theory (2nd ed.).  Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

You might also find the following useful: 

• Aarts, B. (2008). English syntax and argumentation (3rd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

• Brown, K., & Miller, J. (1992). Syntax: A linguistic introduction to sentence structure. 
London: Routledge. 

• Carnie, A. (2010). Constituent structure. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

• Carnie, A. (2010). The syntax workbook: A companion to Carnie's syntax. Chichester: Wiley-
Blackwell. 

• Haegeman, L. (2006). Thinking syntactically: A guide to argumentation and analysis. 
Oxford: Blackwell.  

  

mailto:j.close@chester.ac.uk
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• Miller, J. (2008). An introduction to English syntax. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

• Radford, A. (2009). An introduction to English sentence structure. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

• Tallerman, M. (2015). Understanding syntax (4th ed.). London: Hodder Arnold. 
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EN6313 Beyond English  
Module convenor: Dr Paul Flanagan (p.flanagan@chester.ac.uk) 

This module introduces students to language typology, which is the discipline of comparing 
languages to one another at a range of linguistic levels. Kipling once famously asked “what know 
they of England, who only England know?”; this module asks the same question of the English 
language. By comparing the grammatical, phonological, orthographic, semantic and lexical 
properties of English to other languages, it is possible to understand the language from a broader 
and more informed perspective. All students will conduct a focussed comparison of English with 
another language with which they are not familiar, such as Thai, Mandarin Chinese, Welsh or 
Tagalog/ Filipino. As well as beginning to understand what is possible in language beyond English, 
this module will look at some of the applications of this knowledge, such as teaching children with 
English as an additional language (EAL) and how teachers can support children learning English for 
the first time as they learn all their other subjects. Other such applications include the elicitation 
and documentation of endangered languages which have never been recorded before, and an 
understanding of the linguistic properties of British Sign Language. Students will also be 
introduced to the increasingly popular art of conlanging: creating artificial languages.  

The set text for this module is: 

• Velupillai, V. (2012.)  An introduction to linguistic typology.  Amsterdam: Benjamins.  

The following website will also be consulted regularly throughout the module, and it would 

be useful for you to get to grips with it before the module begins: 

• Haspelmath, M,   M. S. Dryer, D. Gil & B. Comrie. (eds.) (2005). World atlas of language 

structures. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. [available online at wals.info]   

 
 
 

file://vwshares01/shares/english_staff/Reading%20Lists/Reading%20lists%20for%202018-19%20and%20for%20PASS/COMPLETED%20WORD%20DOCS/p.flanagan@chester.ac.uk
http://www.wals.info/
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Other texts which you may find useful are: 

• Austin, P. K. & Sallabank, J. (2014). Endangered languages: Beliefs and ideologies in 

language documentation and revitalization. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

• Croft, W. A. (2002).  Typology and universals.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Ladefoged, P. (1996).  The sounds of the world’s languages.  London, UK: Blackwell.  

• Leung, C. & Creese, A. (2010). English as an additional language: Approaches to teaching 

linguistic minority students. London, UK: Sage.  

• Moravcsik, E. A. (2013). Introducing language typology. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 

Press  

• Pereltsvaig, A. (2012). Languages of the world: an introduction.  Cambridge University 

Press. 

• Sutton-Spence, R. & Woll, B. (1999). The linguistics of British Sign Language. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Many of the weekly readings will be of scanned chapters available via the eLibrary on the 
module's Moodle page. Students aiming to familiarise themselves with the subject area may 
wish to download these and have a look over them once you gain access to the Moodle page in 
the autumn.  
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EN6314 Discourse and Ideology in the News (20 credits)  
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

 ‘YOGHURT STOPS HEART ATTACKS’, ‘INTERNET WAS HUGE MISTAKE AND SHOULD BE DELETED’, 
‘TOP TORY: GIVE THE JOBLESS VASECTOMIES’, ‘APOCALYPSE COW’ – only one of these is a spoof 
(satirical) front page UK national newspaper headline!* Why are these stories deemed 
‘newsworthy’? What’s the difference between a news report and an editorial column? How and 
why are certain people, groups and nationalities deemed fair game for criticism? Can news ever be 
‘neutral’? This module explores genres, functions, values and ideology in news discourses. Much of 
the focus will be on the national UK print news media and their on-line equivalents. You will 
explore the relationships between style and sub-genre (e.g. news reports, editorial columns, 
opinion columns), how these are influenced by audience and newspaper type (e.g. ‘popular red-
tops’, ‘qualities’, ‘mid-markets’) and the concept of ‘newsworthiness’ (often labelled ‘news 
values’).  

Topical case studies might include ‘immigrant’ stories, the representation of social class (e.g. 
benefit claimants, industrial action), political discourse in general election campaigns, the 
discourse of ‘good’ v ‘evil’ in crime stories, and nationalism in sport. This will involve exploring how 
popular news discourses rely on stereotyping and the stigmatisation of certain groups (and why). 
You will consider whether it is ever possible for news reports to be totally objective (i.e. unbiased). 
And you will also consider the way the conventions of news discourse are exploited and subverted 
in satirical texts (e.g. Daily Mash, Newsthump).  

The module will rely on close readings of contemporary news texts and you will collect your own 
data for the assessed project.  

Over the summer it would help if you made a conscious effort to read on-line and / or print news 
texts and consider the variations within and between news producers (e.g. differences between 
news reports and editorial columns, and between e.g. The Sun and The Guardian). Also think 
about whether it is possible to write a totally ‘neutral’ representation of events as ‘news’.  

mailto:matt.davies@chester.ac.uk
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There is no set text for the module but good introductory texts include the following (some of 
which are available to read as E-books via a link in the library catalogue): 

• Baker, P., Gabrielatos, C. and McEnery, T. (2013). Discourse analysis and media attitudes: 

The representation of Islam in the press. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [E-book 

available]. 

• Busà, M. (2014). Introducing the language of the news: a student’s guide. Abingdon: 

Routledge. 

• Bednarek, M. & Caple, H. (2012). News discourse. London & New York: Continuum. [E-book 

available]. 

• Bednarek, M. & Caple, H. (2017). The discourse of news values. New York: Oxford 

University Press. [E-book available]. 

• Conboy, M. (2007). The Language of the News. London, United Kingdom and New York, 

United States of America: Routledge.  

• Davies, M. & Nophakhun, R. (2018). Media ‘militant’ tendencies: how strike action in the 

news press is discursively constructed as inherently violent. In Hart, C. and Kelsey, D. (Eds.) 

Discourses of Disorder: Representations of Riots, Strikes and Protests in Language and 

Image. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

• Mayr, A. & Machin, D. (2012). The language of crime & deviance. London: Continuum. 

• Richardson, J. (2007). Analysing newspapers: An approach from critical discourse analysis. 

Palgrave Macmillan 

 
* The answer is ‘Internet was huge mistake and should be deleted’ (from The Daily Mash). The rest 
are all real front page news stories. 
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