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EN6301 Language Debates (20 credits)  
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

This module explores issues which have been and are still being debated within the disciplines of 
English language and linguistics. It also aims to involve you with some of the language 
controversies which occur in the public realm, such as those involving government proclamations 
and policy on literacy, and prescriptive attitudes of non-linguists towards language use.  

We will explore debates which often engage the news media including government policy on 
English teaching in schools, such as the current emphasis on synthetic phonics testing as a method 
of teaching children to read and spell, and the SPaG (Spelling and Grammar) tests. Related issues 
include the relationship between standard and non-standard forms of English both in education 
and in everyday use (often simplified as the descriptive / prescriptive binary) and attitudes to 
language revision such as so-called ‘political correctness’ in the public realm.  

We will also explore the differing positions adopted by innatists (represented by Chomsky and 
Pinker), and social constructionists (such as Tomasello), and the implications of their influence 
regarding approaches to the nature / nurture debate in child language acquisition. Other debates 
include the relationship between language and thought e.g. the linguistic relativity theory often 
associated with the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis and theories of the relationship between linguistic and 
conceptual deficit. The phenomenon of language endangerment and death and the rise and 
influence of English as a global language and the extent to which it is a ‘killer’ language will also be 
a focus of discussion.  

Your summer reading should include visiting the Language Debates blog website here: 
https://languagedebates.wordpress.com/tag/language-debates/. All blogs have been written by 
previous students on the module. Feel free to ask a question or insert a comment using the ‘leave 
a reply’ link at the end of each blog.  

There is no one set text but there is a wealth of resources in the scanned chapters section of the 
Moodle e-library and a variety of relevant e-books such as the following: 

mailto:matt.davies@chester.ac.uk
https://languagedebates.wordpress.com/tag/language-debates/
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Berry, L. (2016, May 5). ‘They’: the singular pronoun that could solve sexism in English. The 

Guardian. Retrieved from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2016/may/05/they-the-singular-
pronoun-that-could-solve-sexism-in-english  

Boroditsky, L. (2009, November 6). How does language shape the way we think? Edge. Retrieved 
from: https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-shape-
the-way-we-think  

Chivers, T. (2015, April 9). The Inuit don’t have 100 words for snow, so why does the myth 
persist? Buzzfeed. Retrieved from: https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomchivers/no-the-inuit-
dont-have-100-words-for-snow?utm_term=.wpLonDpnd#.siQX7Mv7W  

Clayton, D. (2018). Attitudes to Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Crystal, D. (2009, September 21). Language death: A problem for all [video]. Vimeo. Retrieved 
from: https://vimeo.com/6677955 

Garrett, P. (2010). Attitudes to language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Gray, J. (2017, 3 March). Cardiff Metropolitan University accused of censorship over ‘gender 
neutral’ language policy. Huffington Post. Retrieved from: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/cardiff-metropolitan-university-censorship-
gender-neutral-language-policy_uk_58b92d42e4b0b998941680fd  

Davison, J., Daly, C. & Moss, J. (Eds.). (2011). Debates in English teaching. London: Routledge.  

Ibbotson, P and Tomasello, M. (2016, September 10). What’s universal grammar? Evidence 
rebuts Chomsky’s theory of language learning. Salon. Retrieved from: 
http://cogsys.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2016/09/Whats-universal-grammar-Eviden-ce-rebuts-
Chomsky%E2%80%99s-theory-of-la.pdf  

Ives, P. (2006). ‘Global English’: Linguistic imperialism or practical lingua franca? Studies in 
Language and Capitalism, 1, pp.121-141. Retrieved from: 
http://winnspace.uwinnipeg.ca/bitstream/handle/10680/1254/Ives.%202006.%20%27Glob

https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2016/may/05/they-the-singular-pronoun-that-could-solve-sexism-in-english
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2016/may/05/they-the-singular-pronoun-that-could-solve-sexism-in-english
https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-shape-the-way-we-think
https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-shape-the-way-we-think
https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomchivers/no-the-inuit-dont-have-100-words-for-snow?utm_term=.wpLonDpnd#.siQX7Mv7W
https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomchivers/no-the-inuit-dont-have-100-words-for-snow?utm_term=.wpLonDpnd#.siQX7Mv7W
https://vimeo.com/6677955
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/cardiff-metropolitan-university-censorship-gender-neutral-language-policy_uk_58b92d42e4b0b998941680fd
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/cardiff-metropolitan-university-censorship-gender-neutral-language-policy_uk_58b92d42e4b0b998941680fd
http://cogsys.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2016/09/Whats-universal-grammar-Eviden-ce-rebuts-Chomsky%E2%80%99s-theory-of-la.pdf
http://cogsys.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2016/09/Whats-universal-grammar-Eviden-ce-rebuts-Chomsky%E2%80%99s-theory-of-la.pdf
http://winnspace.uwinnipeg.ca/bitstream/handle/10680/1254/Ives.%202006.%20%27Global%20English%27%20Linguistic%20Imperialism%20or%20Practical%20Lingua%20Franca.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Heffer, S. (2010, September 2). Strictly English by Simon Heffer: Part three. The Telegraph. 
Retrieved from: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookreviews/7978041/Strictly-English-by-
Simon-Heffer-Part-Three.html  

Mansell, W. (2017, May 9). Battle on the adverbials front: grammar advisers raise worries about 
Sats tests and teaching. The Guardian. Retrieved from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/may/09/fronted-adverbials-sats-grammar-
test-primary  

Mikanowski, J. (2018, July 27). Behemoth, bully, thief: how the English language is taking over 
the planet. The Guardian. Retrieved from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jul/27/english-language-global-dominance  

Mufwene, Salikoko S. (2005). Globalization and the myth of killer languages. In G. Huggan, S. 
Klasen, (Eds.). Perspectives on Endangerment, (pp. 19-48). Hildesheim/New York: Georg 
Olms Verlag. [See E-library] 

Papen, U. (2016). Literacy and Education: Policy, practice, and public opinion. Routledge: London 
and New York 

Rowland (2014). Understanding child language acquisition. Abingdon: Routledge. 

 

 
 

http://winnspace.uwinnipeg.ca/bitstream/handle/10680/1254/Ives.%202006.%20%27Global%20English%27%20Linguistic%20Imperialism%20or%20Practical%20Lingua%20Franca.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://winnspace.uwinnipeg.ca/bitstream/handle/10680/1254/Ives.%202006.%20%27Global%20English%27%20Linguistic%20Imperialism%20or%20Practical%20Lingua%20Franca.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookreviews/7978041/Strictly-English-by-Simon-Heffer-Part-Three.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookreviews/7978041/Strictly-English-by-Simon-Heffer-Part-Three.html
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/may/09/fronted-adverbials-sats-grammar-test-primary
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/may/09/fronted-adverbials-sats-grammar-test-primary
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/jul/27/english-language-global-dominance
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EN6307 Cognitive Stylistics  
Module convenor: Dr Clara Neary (c.neary@chester.ac.uk) 

This module will introduce you to some of the most recent developments in Stylistics. Cognitive 
Stylistics is a contemporary approach to text analysis which draws on cutting-edge insights from the 
disciplines of cognitive psychology and cognitive science, in particular cognitive linguistics. You will 
learn about how the mind processes language and how texts of various literary genres (prose, 
poems and plays) interact with the mind to create meaning and effect. The module focuses on the 
development of advanced text analysis skills, and students will be encouraged to contemplate the 
relationship between observable stylistic features in literary texts and how the mind of the 
individual reader might contribute to meaning and interpretation. In the second assignment, you 
will be encouraged to specialise in the analysis of particular text types, genres and/or writers such 
as science fiction prose, the poetry of Sylvia Plath, dramatic monologues and so on, and relate these 
to the concepts and approaches studied on the course. You will also engage with key historical and 
contemporary debates which have helped shape the state of stylistics today. 

Stockwell’s Cognitive Poetics (2002 / 2020) and the companion volume listed below (both in bold) 
are set texts for the module and provide an accessible introduction to the methods and concerns of 
cognitive stylistics. Their authors use the term ‘cognitive poetics’ which is equivalent to ‘cognitive 
stylistics’ though it also reflects their focus on literary texts in particular. The Semino and Culpeper 
text will give you a good overview of what to expect from the module while the Evans and Green 
text is a good introduction to cognitive linguistics more broadly. 

Evans, V. & Green, M. (2006). Cognitive linguistics: An introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University. 

Gavins, J. & Steen, G. (Eds.). (2003). Cognitive poetics in practice. London: Routledge. 

Semino, E. & Culpeper, J. (Eds.). (2002). Cognitive stylistics: Language and cognition in text 
analysis. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

Stockwell, P. (2002). Cognitive poetics: An introduction. London: Routledge; (the second edition of 
this text came out in 2020). 

 

 

mailto:c.neary@chester.ac.uk)
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You will also find some cutting-edge research in the field of Cognitive Stylistics in the following 
journal: 

Language and Literature (available as an e-journal, listed as ‘Language and Literature LL Journal of 
the Poetics and Linguistics Association’ in the library catalogue). 

 
  



Page 6 of 13 
 

EN6308 Corpus Linguistics  
Module convenor: Dr Jo Close (j.close@chester.ac.uk) 

This module gives you the opportunity to use computer software as a methodology for exploring and 
analysing data. The module will introduce some of the principles and tools of corpus linguistics, the 
pros and cons of using computers to generate conclusions about language use, and corpus linguistics 
as a means of studying discourse analysis and linguistic change. You will learn about word frequencies, 
concordances, keyword and semantic domains using programmes such as Wordsmith Tools, AntConc 
and WMatrix, and corpus databases such as the British National Corpus (BNC) and the Corpus of 
Historical American English (COHA). You will learn how to build, store and exploit your own database 
of text files as well as how to work with existing corpora. If you choose this module, don’t forget to add 
this specialist software to your CV! 

The module will combine lectures, seminars and practical workshops using computers to give hands-on 
experience of using the software. Assessment will involve a research project focussing on the analysis 
of an existing corpus or creation and analysis of your own corpus of texts. The research project can be 
tailored to suit your particular interests. For example, if you are passionate about discourse analysis, 
you might focus on the collocation of a particular word or phrase in news texts or the speeches of 
politicians, or you might create a corpus of poems or prose from specific authors, or assemble song 
lyrics from a definable genre and use the software to reveal patterns and semantic fields which may 
not be identifiable by qualitative methods. If you would like to find out more about linguistic changes, 
you might look for shifts in lexical and/or grammatical usage in historical corpora such as COHA. 

There is no set text for this module, but for reading over the summer you might like to try: 

Adolphs, S. (2006). Introducing electronic text analysis: A practical guide for language and 
literary studies. London: Routledge. 

Baker, P. (2006). Using corpora in discourse analysis. London: Continuum. [available as an e-book 
via the library catalogue] 

McEnery, T., & Hardie, A. (2012). Corpus linguistics: Method, theory and practice.  Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.  

You might also find the following useful: 

mailto:j.close@chester.ac.uk)
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Anderson, W. & Corbett, J. (2009). Exploring English with online corpora: An introduction. 
London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Baker, P., Hardie, A., & McEnery, A. (2006). A glossary of corpus linguistics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press. 

Cheng, W. (2012). Exploring corpus linguistics: Language in Action. London & New York: 
Routledge.  

McEnery, T., Xiao, R., and Tono, Y. (2006). Corpus-based language studies: An advanced resource 
book. London: Routledge. 

McEnery, T. & Wilson, A. (2001). Corpus linguistics (2nd ed.). Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press. 

Sinclair, J. (2004). Trust the text: Language, corpus and discourse. London: Routledge. 
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EN6311 Topics in Syntax  
Module convenor: Dr Jo Close (j.close@chester.ac.uk) 

In EN4305 Foundations of English, we attempted to describe the grammar of English. In this module 
we will attempt to explain a number of facts about English grammar by appealing to a theoretical 
model of syntax originally proposed by Noam Chomsky. You will consider the relevance of syntax to 
linguistic study more generally and learn how to represent sentences using tree structures in a 
Chomskyan framework, how to evaluate syntactic theories and representations, and how to write and 
model syntactic arguments. 

The module will consider the relationships between syntax and other aspects of language such as 
semantics and phonology. There will also be an opportunity to consider the syntactic structure of non-
standard varieties of English and to investigate the ways in which the syntax of English differs from 
that of other languages including French and Chinese (no prior knowledge of these languages is 
necessary!). 

This module should appeal to students who would like to extend their knowledge of grammar for 
employment in teaching or related areas and/or who want to learn theoretical explanations for the 
“rules” of English grammar. 

For reading over the summer you might like to try the first couple of chapters of: 

Carnie, A. (2013). Syntax: A generative introduction (3rd ed.). Oxford: Blackwell. [This is the set 
textbook which we will use weekly. You may wish to purchase a copy but there are 
sufficient copies in the library for you to borrow.] 

Poole, G. (2011). Syntactic theory (2nd ed.).  Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

You might also find the following useful: 

Aarts, B. (2008). English syntax and argumentation (3rd ed.). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Brown, K., & Miller, J. (1992). Syntax: A linguistic introduction to sentence structure. London: 
Routledge. 

Carnie, A. (2010). Constituent structure. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

mailto:j.close@chester.ac.uk
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Carnie, A. (2010). The syntax workbook: A companion to Carnie's syntax. Chichester: Wiley-
Blackwell. 

Haegeman, L. (2006). Thinking syntactically: A guide to argumentation and analysis. Oxford: 
Blackwell.  

Miller, J. (2008). An introduction to English syntax. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

Radford, A. (2009). An introduction to English sentence structure. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Tallerman, M. (2015). Understanding syntax (4th ed.). London: Hodder Arnold. 
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EN6313 Beyond English  
Module convenor: Dr Paul Flanagan (p.flanagan@chester.ac.uk) 

This module introduces students to language typology, which is the discipline of comparing 
languages to one another at a range of linguistic levels. Kipling once famously asked “what know 
they of England, who only England know?”; this module asks the same question of the English 
language. By comparing the grammatical, phonological, orthographic, semantic and lexical 
properties of English to other languages, it is possible to understand the language from a broader 
and more informed perspective. All students will conduct a focussed comparison of English with 
another language with which they are not familiar, such as Thai, Mandarin Chinese, Welsh or 
Tagalog/ Filipino. As well as beginning to understand what is possible in language beyond English, 
this module will look at some of the applications of this knowledge, such as teaching children with 
English as an additional language (EAL) and how teachers can support children learning English for 
the first time as they learn all their other subjects. Other such applications include the elicitation 
and documentation of endangered languages which have never been recorded before, and an 
understanding of the linguistic properties of British Sign Language. Students will also be 
introduced to the increasingly popular art of conlanging: creating artificial languages.  

The set text for this module is: 

Velupillai, V. (2012.)  An introduction to linguistic typology.  Amsterdam: Benjamins. [available as 

eBook] 

The following website will also be consulted regularly throughout the module, and it would be 

useful for you to get to grips with it before the module begins: 

Haspelmath, M,   M. S. Dryer, D. Gil & B. Comrie. (eds.) (2005). World atlas of language 

structures. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. [available online at wals.info]   

 
 

file://vwshares01/shares/english_staff/Reading%20Lists/Reading%20lists%20for%202018-19%20and%20for%20PASS/COMPLETED%20WORD%20DOCS/p.flanagan@chester.ac.uk
http://www.wals.info/
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Other texts which you may find useful are: 

Haspelmath, M. (2001). Language typology and language universals: An international handbook. 

Berlin: De Gruyter. [available as eBook]. 

Leung, C. & Creese, A. (2010). English as an additional language: Approaches to teaching 

linguistic minority students. London, UK: Sage. [available as eBook] 

The Omniglot website: www.omniglot.com  

Song, J.J. (2018). Linguistic typology. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. [available as eBook] 

Many of the weekly readings will be of scanned chapters available via the eLibrary on the 
module's Moodle page. Students aiming to familiarise themselves with the subject area may 
wish to download these and have a look over them once you gain access to the Moodle page in 
the autumn.  
 
  

http://www.omniglot.com/
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EN6314 Discourse and Ideology in the News (20 credits)  
Module convenor: Dr Matt Davies (matt.davies@chester.ac.uk) 

 ‘YOGHURT STOPS HEART ATTACKS’, ‘INTERNET WAS HUGE MISTAKE AND SHOULD BE DELETED’, 
‘TOP TORY: GIVE THE JOBLESS VASECTOMIES’, ‘APOCALYPSE COW’ – only one of these is a spoof 
(satirical) front page UK national newspaper headline!* Why are these stories deemed 
‘newsworthy’? What’s the difference between a news report and an editorial column? How and 
why are certain people, groups and nationalities deemed fair game for criticism? Can news ever be 
‘neutral’? This module explores genres, functions, values and ideology in news discourses. Much of 
the focus will be on the national UK print news media and their on-line equivalents. You will 
explore the relationships between style and sub-genre (e.g. news reports, editorial columns, 
opinion columns), how these are influenced by audience and newspaper type (e.g. ‘popular red-
tops’, ‘qualities’, ‘mid-markets’) and the concept of ‘newsworthiness’ (often labelled ‘news 
values’).  

Topical case studies might include Covid-19 and the Lockdown, protest marches (e.g. Black Lives 
Matter), ‘immigrant’ stories, ‘Brexit’, the representation of social class (e.g. benefit claimants, 
industrial action), political discourse in general election campaigns, the discourse of ‘good’ v ‘evil’ 
in crime stories, and nationalism in sport. This will involve exploring how popular news discourses 
rely on stereotyping and the stigmatisation of certain groups (and why). You will consider whether 
it is ever possible for news reports to be totally objective (i.e. unbiased).  

The module will rely on close readings of contemporary news texts and you will collect your own 
data for the assessed project.  

Over the summer it would help if you made a conscious effort to read on-line and / or print news 
texts and consider the variations within and between news producers (e.g. differences between 
news reports and editorial columns, and between e.g. The Sun and The Guardian). You can check 
out the front pages of UK national newspapers on Paperboy and Kiosko. Also think about whether 
it is possible to write a totally ‘neutral’ representation of events as ‘news’.  

mailto:matt.davies@chester.ac.uk
https://www.thepaperboy.com/uk/front-pages.cfm
http://en.kiosko.net/uk/


Page 13 of 13 
 

There is no set text for the module but good introductory texts available to read as E-books via 
the Library Catalogue are: 

Baker, P., Gabrielatos, C. and McEnery, T. (2013). Discourse analysis and media attitudes: The 
representation of Islam in the press. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Busà, M. (2014). Introducing the language of the news: a student’s guide. Abingdon: Routledge. 

Bednarek, M. & Caple, H. (2012). News discourse. London & New York: Continuum.  

Bednarek, M. & Caple, H. (2017). The discourse of news values. New York: Oxford University Press.  

Davies, M. (2020). The aura of facticity: the ideological power of hidden voices in news reports. In 

Ringrow, H. and Pihlaja, S. (Eds.). Contemporary media stylistics. London: Bloomsbury 

Academic, pp. 267-296. 

Richardson, J. (2007). Analysing newspapers: An approach from critical discourse analysis. 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

Tabbert, U. (2015). Crime and corpus: The linguistic representation of crime in the press. 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company 

 
 NB: the answer is ‘Internet was huge mistake and should be deleted’ (from the Daily Mash). The 
rest are all real front page news stories. 
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