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EN6006 Science Fiction  

Module Convenor: Dr Will Stephenson (w.stephenson@chester.ac.uk) 

The set texts for the module, are as follows.  We will be covering them in the order given, which is also 
chronological order, though seminar discussion will also be thematic and wide-ranging enough to cover all texts, 
and much other writing, from time to time.   

1. H. G. Wells, The War of the Worlds and The Time Machine (Deodand) ISBN 0957886861 [this is two short 
novels in one volume: read The Time Machine first; you can, if you prefer, buy the two novels separately, 
e.g. in the Penguin editions, which have editors’ notes, unlike the Deodand.] 

2. Isaac Asimov, I Robot (any edition); The Complete Robot contains all the stories in I, Robot but not the 
intercalated material in italics (Calvin's conversations with the reporter), which you will need, but is 
available online.  

3. Frank Herbert, Dune (Hodder) ISBN 0450011849 
4. Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (Millennium) ISBN 1857988132 
5. Ursula K. Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness (Virago) ISBN 1860491898 
6. William Gibson, Burning Chrome (Voyager) ISBN 0006480438 
7. Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl (Orbit) ISBN 9780356500539 

There will also be material to assist with the RBL (resource-based learning) project which will be issued at the 
start of teaching. 

NOTE 1: The following, especially the Adam Roberts, are recommended texts for those thinking of taking the 
creative writing option in the RBL project (or indeed, writing their own SF): 

1. Adam Roberts, Get Started in Writing Science Fiction and Fantasy (London: John Murray, 2014) 
ISBN1444795651 

2. Brian Stableford, Writing Fantasy and Science Fiction (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1997) ISBN 
0340701722 

3. Orson Scott Card, How to Write Science Fiction and Fantasy (Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest, 1990) ISBN 
158297103X 

NOTE 2: It would be helpful, though not essential, to see the film / TV adaptations that exist of Wells (both 
novels, in several versions), Asimov (nothing like the book), Herbert (David Lynch film but also a TV series) and 
Dick (titled Blade Runner) and hire/buy your own DVD.   Many of the films are very different from the novels: they 
are not a substitute for the book.  

file://///vwshares01/shares/english_staff/Reading%20Lists/Reading%20lists%20for%202018-19%20and%20for%20PASS/COMPLETED%20WORD%20DOCS/w.stephenson@chester.ac.uk
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EN6010 Specific Author [Shakespeare]  

Module Convenor: Dr Sally West (sally.west@chester.ac.uk) 

This module will allow you to develop a detailed understanding of Shakespeare. Together we’ll analyse a variety of 

his works from a range of critical perspectives, critically examining the relationship between these plays and the 

historical, cultural and intellectual contexts in which they were written.  We will also consider the plays in 

performance, so do please see any stage or film versions that you can.  You should also spend the summer thinking 

about why and how Shakespeare is so culturally significant. 

We will be studying the following plays in the following order: 

 Titus Andronicus 

 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 Richard II 

 Henry IV, Part One 

 Macbeth 

 As You Like It 

 Othello 

 Measure for Measure 

 Antony and Cleopatra 

 The Winter’s Tale 

 

You must acquire a copy of each play, read it, and bring it along to each of the sessions in which we are going to 

discuss it.   

Students are also asked to acquire a copy of Shakespeare’s sonnets, as these will also be studied on the module. 

 The Sonnets 

It is essential that students read all texts carefully and thoughtfully.  The Arden editions of these texts are highly 

recommended, though the World’s Classics editions published by Oxford University Press, and the Cambridge 

University Press editions also contain useful and up-to-date introductions and notes. 

mailto:sally.west@chester.ac.uk
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EN6013 Writing Poetry for Publication  

Module Convenor: Dr Ian Seed (i.seed@chester.ac.uk) 

In this module, we will be focussing on your own poetry, but also reading contemporary poetry to help familiarise 
you with the range of ideas and effects available to you. Over the summer, please read lots of contemporary poetry. 
In particular, keep an eye out for poetry journals so you can get a sense of the kind of work that’s currently being 
published. You could check out some print journals. There is a wide selection of these in the university library. A 
very useful introduction to the range of poetry journals is at http://www.poetrymagazines.org.uk/ 

In addition, these are the module’s set texts: 

 Jo Bell and Jane Commane (eds), How to Be a Poet: A twenty-first century guide to writing well (Rugby: 

Nine Arches, 2017). Note: this title is published by an independent press and so may not available in some 

bookshops, but it can be ordered online. There are also copies in the library that you can refer to until you 

obtain your own copy. 

 Anthony Wilson (ed.), Lifesaving Poems (Hexham: Bloodaxe, 2015). 

You will need to buy your own copy of these – you will be reading them regularly, annotating them, and bringing 
them to seminars.  

  

file://///vwshares01/shares/english_staff/Reading%20Lists/Reading%20lists%20for%202018-19%20and%20for%20PASS/COMPLETED%20WORD%20DOCS/i.seed@chester.ac.uk
http://www.poetrymagazines.org.uk/
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EN6022 Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture  

Module Convenor: Dr Sally West (sally.west@chester.ac.uk) 

Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture aims to build on your work on Romantic and/or Victorian Literature at 
Level 5 by studying the literature of the long nineteenth century within its cultural context. As well as encountering 
writers who may be new to you, you will re-visit some with whom you are familiar, exploring new texts and opening 
up the work of this vibrant period to a variety of artistic, cultural and historical contexts.  

A Selected Reading List:  

Please look on the module’s Moodle page in September for advice about further primary reading. 

• Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray, ed. Michael Patrick Gillespie (Norton) ISBN 978-0393927542  

• Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, ed. Richard J. Dunn (Norton) ISBN: 9780393975428 

• Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley's Secret, ed. Lyn Pykett (Oxford World's Classics) ISBN: 978-
0199577033 

• Émile Zola, The Kill, ed. Brian Nelson (Oxford: Oxford World’s Classics, 2008) ISBN: 978-0199536924 

• Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden, ed. Alison Lurie (Penguin Classics) ISBN: 9780142437056 [NB: 
Take care to avoid the Penguin Popular Classics or abridged versions of this text] 

• Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four, ed. Shafquat Towheed (Broadview) ISBN: 9781551118376 [Whilst it 

is fine to use any edition of this text, this one contains an excellent introduction and a wealth of 

contextual material which you will find invaluable to your study] 

• Poetry by Percy Shelley and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, including: ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ 
(Coleridge) and ‘Mont Blanc’ (Shelley). This will be distributed in a Module Anthology at the start of term. 

  

mailto:sally.west@chester.ac.uk
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EN6025 The American Way  

Module convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

‘There’s no way like the American Way’.  In this optional module students will be expected to engage with a range 

of American texts produced from the seventeenth to the twenty-first century (letters, essays, trickster tales, 

speeches, poems, slave narratives, short-stories, novels, plays, songs, and films).  This range of texts will be 

analysed and discussed in relation to some preoccupying concerns of the course: the distinct American 

experience of the land as defined by the drive westward and the idea of the frontier; the 'values' of self-reliance 

and individualism; the pilgrim and Puritan roots of America; emigration and escape from Europe and the efforts 

to build a civic and political society anew; the deep ironies of slavery and inequality and segregation in the 

context of this new Revolutionary society which aspires to the promise of the French and English revolutions; the 

development of a new artistic and literary culture with fresh experimentation in form and content.   

Essential texts for the module are given below.  Please do as much reading as you can over the summer months.   

Please note you need the Shorter Edition of the Norton Anthology, Volume 1.  

 The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter Edition, Volume 1 (Beginnings to 1865)   

 Arthur Miller, The Crucible (Penguin Modern Classics) 

 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Norton Critical Edition) 

 Carson McCullers, The Heart Is A Lonely Hunter (Penguin Modern Classics) 

 Jerome David Salinger, The Catcher In The Rye (Penguin) 

 Alice Walker, The Color Purple (Phoenix) 

 Don DeLillo, White Noise (Picador) 

 Tony Kushner, Angels in America (Nick Hern Books) 

From the Norton Anthology please read as much as you can, but I would particularly like you to read ‘The Iroquois 

Creation Story’, John Winthrop ‘A Model of Christian Charity’, Tecumseh ‘Speech to the Osages’, J. Hector St. John 

De Crevecoeur ‘Letter III. What is an American’, William Cullen Bryant ‘Thanatopsis’, Ralph Waldo Emerson ‘Self-

Reliance’, Nathaniel Hawthorne ‘The May-Pole of Merry Mount’, Edgar Allan Poe ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, 

Harriet Jacobs ‘ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl’, Henry David Thoreau Walden, Walt Whitman Song of Myself.   

  

mailto:g.atkin@chester.ac.uk
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EN6029 South Africa in Literature and Film  

Module convenor: Dr Peter Blair (p.blair@chester.ac.uk) 

‘A microcosm of the world.’ This optional module examines in depth the fascinating ways in which South Africa has 

been represented in literature and film, both within the country and overseas. Focused mostly on literary texts 

since 1883 and films from the early 1900s to the present day, the module will explore evolving textual responses 

to South Africa’s dynamic history of colonialism, segregation, apartheid, and democracy. It will typically consider 

depictions of watershed events, such as the Great Trek, the Sharpeville massacre, the Soweto uprising, and the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission; competing ideologies, such as Afrikaner and African nationalisms, white 

complicity, and nonracialism; and iconic figures, such as Steve Biko and Nelson Mandela. And it will examine how 

these local particularities raise issues with global resonance, including struggles against colonialism, racism, and 

patriarchy; migrant experience and urban psychogeography; the legacies of colonialism, capitalist exploitation, and 

violent conflict; post-traumatic reconciliation and nation-building. Literary texts – ranging from liberal writing to 

protest writing to the postmodern – will typically include such fictional genres as the imperial romance, historical 

epic, farm novel, countryman-comes-to-town narrative, the novel of philanthropic concern, and crime fiction; 

nonfiction; drama; and poetry. 

Literature: 

Set literary texts, in the order to be studied, will include:  

 Olive Schreiner, The Story of an African Farm (1883) (Oxford World’s Classics) 

 Sol Plaatje, Mhudi: An Epic of South African Native Life a Hundred Years Ago (1930) (Heinemann or 
Penguin or Waveland Press) 
[N.B. the edition published by Lovedale Press and by Ad Donker/Jonathan Ball is different.] 

 Alan Paton, Cry, The Beloved Country (1948) (Vintage or Penguin) 

 Njabulo Ndebele, Fools and Other Stories (1983) (Picador Africa or Longman) 

 J. M. Coetzee, Disgrace (1999) (Vintage) 
 
Note: The Plaatje and Ndebele texts may only be available second-hand. Try: abebooks.co.uk, alibris.co.uk, 

amazon.co.uk, bookshop.blackwell.co.uk, greenmetropolis.com, waterstonesmarketplace.com. Both are available 

on Kindle. 

 

mailto:p.blair@chester.ac.uk


Page 7 of 15 
 

Film: 

The following films are recommended as introductory viewing (but may not all be set texts). They are available in 

the library on DVD. 

 Zulu (dir. Cy Endfield, 1964) 

 Cry Freedom (dir. Richard Attenborough, 1987) 

 Cry, The Beloved Country (dir. Darrell Roodt, 1995) 
[There is an earlier film adaptation of Paton’s novel, directed by Zoltan Korda, 1951.] 

 Tsotsi (dir. Gavin Hood, 2005) 

 Invictus (dir. Clint Eastwood, 2009) 

 Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom (dir. Justin Chadwick, 2013) 
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EN6030 More Fiction, Film and Theory  

Module Convenor: Dr Eileen Pollard (e.pollard@chester.ac.uk) 

This optional level six module allows students the opportunity to either develop critical thinking skills by applying 

a range of theories to fiction and film for the first time, or to consolidate and build upon earlier skills learnt on 

theory modules at levels 4 and 5. Focusing exclusively on fiction or film authored or directed by women, LGBT or 

non-white artists, this module intends to engage with specific theories via identity politics, as a means of teaching 

students about how theory works in the world now. By reading or watching a set text of fiction or theory each 

week alongside a particular theory from a particular era students will learn both how to apply specific theories to 

pertinent texts, as well as how ideas within the field of identity politics have changed over time - for example, 

attitudes to sexuality within feminism. 

With a reading list that will include texts by Ali Smith, Arundhati Roy, Jackie Kay and Toni Morrison, among others, 

the module will address current debates within the arena of theory and identity politics, such as 'decolonising the 

curriculum' and changing attitudes to gender in light of trans identity. Theorists from the fields of postcolonialism, 

queer theory and disability studies will be explored and applied.   

 Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things (Harper Perennial, 2004) 

 Jackie Kay, Trumpet (Picador Classic, 2016) 

 Professor Marston and the Wonder Women (dir. Angela Robinson, 2018) 

 Get Out (dir. Jordan Peele, 2017) 

 Widows (dir. Steve McQueen, 2018) 
  

mailto:Module%20Convenor:%20Dr%20Eileen%20Pollard%20(email:%20e.pollard@chester.ac.uk)
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EN6031 Kill Bill: Representing Trauma 

Module Convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

This optional level six module engages with the proliferation of violence and trauma in literature, as well as the 

emerging field of trauma studies, which has been gaining ground since the 1980s. Trauma studies began to take 

root within the arena of literary criticism during the 'theory wars' of the 1990s and then grew in strength following 

the waning of theory thereafter. This module aims to demonstrate this connection to the 'death of theory' while 

also at the same time illustrating the long history of violence and trauma in literature, from Homer's The Odyssey 

to Tarantino's Kill Bill. The module is team-taught and therefore draws on the expertise of several colleagues, 

including in the areas of - theories of violence, masculinity, crime, race, the prison, war and revolution.  

You will need to buy and read the following texts: 

 Herman Melville,  Billy Budd, Sailor and Other Stories (Penguin) 

 Slavoj Zizek, Violence (Profile Books, 2009) 

 Richard Bessel, Violence: A Modern Obsession (Simon & Schuster, 2015) 

 Evan Wright, Generation Kill (Corgi, 2004) 

 Stieg Larsson, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (MacLehose Press, 2015) 

 Toni Morrison, Beloved (Vintage, 2007) 

 Art Spiegelman, The Complete MAUS (Penguin, 2003) 

 Joe Haldeman, The Forever War (London: Gollancz, 2004) 

 

  

  

g.atkin@chester.ac.uk
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EN6032 Fashioning Fictions  

Module Convenor: Dr Sarah Heaton (s.heaton@chester.ac.uk) 

This module will explore the fashioning of fictions through the role of clothing, fabric, objects and, of course, 
fashions. Explorations of the dressed and undressed self will be complemented by study of the interior and 
exterior scene. It will include both literary and film texts so that costuming and adaptation can be taken into 
account. The close textual analysis will be. Relevant adaptations will be explored as well as authors themselves 
and their own engagement with clothes from, for example, the letters of Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf, to 
Wharton’s work with Milliners during the war. The module will also consider various cultural publications from 
adverts to magazines such as Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue. From the rise of the department store to Flappers and 
the Bright Young things, from the significance of clothing during the Suffragette movement to youth sub-cultures 
clothing will be considered in terms of class, gender, economics, politics, history and culture. 
 
Key Texts: 

 Emile Zola, The Ladies Paradise (Oxford edition – this is a translation so please ensure that you have this 

copy) 

 Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence 

 Colette, Gigi in Gigi and The Cat (Virago) 

 Virginia Woolf, Orlando (Penguin classics) 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (Penguin Classics) 

 Nancy Mitford, The Pursuit of Love (Penguin Classics) 

 Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale  

 Veronica Roth, Divergent (HarperCollins)  

 

  

mailto:s.heaton@chester.ac.uk
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EN6033 Crime, Deviance and Subversion  

Module Convenor: Dr Sally West (sally.west@chester.ac.uk) 

 

In representing issues, identities and behaviours which challenge established social norms, this module explores 

how literary texts probe ideological and cultural constructions of what constitutes the criminal, the deviant and 

the subversive. We will engage with issues such as: the psychology of the criminal; culturally non-normative 

sexuality and sexual behaviour; criminality and class; political debate and the censored author; representations of 

violence; gender and power; the individual and the justice system. Throughout, we will examine texts within their 

social, historical and literary contexts to consider how literature reflects, questions and challenges the cultural 

and ideological preoccupations of the society in which it is produced. Where appropriate, film or television 

adaptations of the primary texts will also be explored. 

 

The texts below constitute the bulk of the reading list and I anticipate that we will study them in roughly this 

order. 

 Arthur Conan Doyle, selected Sherlock Holmes stories including: ‘The Man with the Twisted Lip’, ‘The 

Copper Beeches’, ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’, ‘The Speckled Band’. [These will be available for you in a 

Module Anthology at the start of term, but if you want to get ahead they can be found either free or very 

cheaply as e-texts in the collection The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes] 

 Poetry and Prose by Oscar Wilde [Available in the Module Anthology at the start of term] 

 Mikhail Bulgakov, The Master and Margarita, trans. Larissa Volokhonsky and Richard Pevear (Penguin) 

ISBN: 978-0140455465 

 Walter Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress (Serpent’s Tail) ISBN: 978-1781255193 

 Patricia Highsmith, The Talented Mr Ripley (Vintage) ISBN: 978-0099282877 

 Truman Capote, In Cold Blood (Penguin) ISBN: 978-0241956830 

 Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange (Penguin Modern Classics) ISBN: 978-0141197531 

 Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (Vintage) ISBN: 978-1784873189 

 Naomi Alderman, The Power (Penguin) ISBN: 978-0670919963 

 

sally.west@chester.ac.uk
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EN6035 Early Modern Literature  

Module convenor: Raymond Salter (rdsalter@waitrose.com) 

This module involves the study of drama, prose and poetry from the late-sixteenth century to the mid-seventeenth 
century. It offers the opportunity to explore the themes and preoccupations of the literature of the period, while 
placing the reading and analysis of a variety of texts in a range of historical, social, and literary contexts. We will 
also consider early modern thought and culture more generally –emblems and the emblematic way of thinking, 
masques, and look, for example, at the thought of Francis Bacon, Machiavelli, and Montaigne. We will be taking 
account of key aspects of visual culture –painting and iconology etc.  

Listed below are some of the texts and topics we will be focussing on. 

 Stephen Greenblatt et al. (eds), The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Sixteenth Century / The 
Early Seventeenth Century (Tenth edition, Volume B. New York: Norton, 2018). ISBN: 978-0393603033. 
This Anthology is going to be a key resource. 

Look at the Queen Elizabeth section in the Anthology. We will discuss Philip Sidney’s masque written for Queen 
Elizabeth. You can find this on line at http://www.luminarium.org/renascence-editions/may.html. A hard copy 
will be provided for seminar discussion. 

 William Shakespeare, Hamlet (Buy the Arden edition, edited by Ann Thompson and Neil Taylor, 2006) ISBN: 
9781904271338; 

 William Shakespeare, The Tempest (Buy the Arden edition, edited by Alden T. Vaughn and Virginia Mason 
Vaughn, 2011), ISBN: 9781408133477; 

 Christopher Marlowe, Dr. Faustus (This text is in the Norton Anthology) A modern critical edition is 
published by Manchester University Press in the Revels Student Editions, ISBN 9780719081996; 

 William Shakespeare, The Poems: (Buy The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition edited by John Roe ISBN: 
9780521855518). This edition includes the two narrative poems we will be studying, Venus and Adonis and 
The Rape of Lucrece. 

 Milton, Paradise Lost  Book 1 (in Norton Anthology) 

 Ben Jonson, Volpone ed., Brian Parker & David Bevington Revels Student Editions, Manchester University 
Press (Also in the Norton Anthology) 

 The writings, speeches and portraits/images of Queen Elizabeth I (written texts in Norton Anthology) 

 Allegory, Emblems, and the emblematic way of thinking. 

mailto:rdsalter@waitrose.com
http://www.luminarium.org/renascence-editions/may.html
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EN6036 Literature 1895–1960  

Module convenor: Dr Peter Blair (p.blair@chester.ac.uk) 

This module considers literature between 1895 (the year of Oscar Wilde’s trial and conviction for homosexuality) 

and 1960 (the year of Penguin’s trial and acquittal, under the Obscene Publications Act, for publishing D. H. 

Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover). It will focus on a range of literary texts that reflect the period’s rapid 

historical changes, exploring the ways in which literature challenged social and literary conventions. It will 

consider how innovations in literary form helped re-shape conceptions of fundamental social constructs such as 

morality, sexuality, gender, family, class, the city, nation, and empire. Set texts will include the following. The 

editions specified are recommended, but other editions are acceptable. 

 Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1899) (Norton Critical Edition) 

 Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse (1927) (Penguin) 

 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (1958) (Penguin) 
 

 

 

  

mailto:p.blair@chester.ac.uk
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EN6037: Women’s Writing: Journeys from Home, 1840-1970  

Module Convenor: Prof Deborah Wynne (d.wynne@chester.ac.uk) 

This module examines the ‘journey from home’ narratives in a range of novels, poetry, plays, and lifewriting 

authored by women. The texts range from the 1840s, when the feminist movement first developed, to 1970 when 

the Equal Pay Act was passed in Britain. This period, a crucial stage in the history of feminism, saw women writers 

exploring desires for greater opportunities, intellectual fulfilment, economic independence and equal rights in a 

variety of literary genres and styles. The module is divided into four sections, each focusing on different stages of 

women’s lives. Please make sure you read the texts in Part 1 by the beginning of the module.  

Part 1: Girls growing up and moving on 

 Shelagh Delaney, A Taste of Honey [1959] (London: Methuen, 2008) 

 Angela Carter, The Magic Toyshop [1967] (London: Virago Press, 2018)  

 Joan Lindsay, Picnic at Hanging Rock [1967] (London: Vintage, 2013) 

Part 2: Women working in zones of conflict 

 Mary Seacole, The Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands [1857] (ed. Sarah Salih (London: Penguin, 

2005) 

 Vera Brittain Testament of Youth: An Autobiographical Study of the Years 1900-1925 [1933] (London: 

Virago, 2015)  

Part 3:  Working women: the fight for equal opportunities 
 

 Winifred Holtby, South Riding [1936] (London: BBC Books, 2011) 

 Short stories by Katherine Mansfield (and others); suffragette stories and plays; poetry by Elizabeth 

Barrett Browning [all these texts will be provided at the start of the module] 
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Part 4: Wives and mothers: strategies of escape and finding work 

 Anne Brontë, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall [1847] (ed.) H. Rosengarten and J. McDonagh (Oxford: Oxford 

World’s Classics, 2008)  

 Elizabeth Gaskell, Ruth (ed.) Alan Shelston [1853] (Oxford: Oxford World’s Classics, 2009) 

 Sylvia Plath, Ariel [1965] (London: Faber, 2015) 

 


