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EN6010 Specific Author [Shakespeare]  
Module Convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

This module will allow you to develop a detailed understanding of Shakespeare. Together we’ll analyse a variety of 
his works from a range of critical perspectives, critically examining the relationship between these plays and the 
historical, cultural and intellectual contexts in which they were written.  We will also consider the plays in 
performance, so do please see any stage or film versions that you can.  You should also spend the summer thinking 
about why and how Shakespeare is so culturally significant. 

We will be studying the following plays in the following order: 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Richard II 

Henry IV, Part One 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

Macbeth 

Twelfth Night 

Othello 

Measure for Measure 

Antony and Cleopatra 

The Winter’s Tale 

 

You must acquire a copy of each play, read it, and bring it along to each of the sessions in which we are going to 
discuss it.   

Students are also asked to acquire a copy of Shakespeare’s sonnets, as these will also be studied on the module. 
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The Sonnets 

It is essential that students read all texts carefully and thoughtfully.  The Arden editions of these texts are highly 
recommended, though the World’s Classics editions published by Oxford University Press, and the Cambridge 
University Press editions also contain useful and up-to-date introductions and notes. 
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EN6013 Writing Poetry for Publication  
Module Convenor: Dr Ian Seed (i.seed@chester.ac.uk) 

In this module, we will be focussing on your own poetry, but also reading contemporary poetry to help familiarise 
you with the range of ideas and effects available to you. Over the summer, please read lots of contemporary poetry. 
In particular, keep an eye out for poetry journals so you can get a sense of the kind of work that’s currently being 
published. You could check out some online journals. A very useful introduction to the range of poetry journals is 
at https://poetsdirectory.co.uk/Home There is also a wide selection of print poetry journals in the university library. 

In addition, these are the module’s set texts: 

Jo Bell and Jane Commane (eds), How to Be a Poet: A twenty-first century guide to writing well (Rugby: Nine 
Arches, 2017). Note: this title is published by an independent press and so may not available in some 
bookshops, but it can be ordered online. There are also copies in the library. 

Anthony Wilson (ed.), Lifesaving Poems (Hexham: Bloodaxe, 2015). 

 

  

file://vwshares01/shares/english_staff/Reading%20Lists/Reading%20lists%20for%202018-19%20and%20for%20PASS/COMPLETED%20WORD%20DOCS/i.seed@chester.ac.uk
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EN6022 Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture  
Module Convenor: Dr Melissa Fegan (m.fegan@chester.ac.uk) 

In this module we will explore some of the major developments of this diverse and exciting period of literary history: 
a period of intense industrialisation, and a shift from the rural to the urban; changing roles for women, and the 
emergence of new forms of masculinity; new understandings of childhood, the family, marriage, and sexuality; the 
development of imperialism, and new ideas about religion, science, morality and art.  

Please look on the module’s Moodle page in September for advice about further primary reading. 

I have included the ISBN numbers to make it easy for you to search for these texts on bookshop websites. These 
are the recommended editions, but if you already have a good edition you can use that. If you want to stagger your 
purchase of these texts, you can also get ahead by reading digital versions on sites such as Project Gutenberg or 
Kindle. The key thing is to try to get as much reading done as you can over the summer, which will make your life 
much easier during the academic year. We will also be reading poetry and short stories, which will be available 
electronically on the Moodle page. 

Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley's Secret, ed. Lyn Pykett (Oxford World's Classics) ISBN: 9780199577033 

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre, ed. Deborah Lutz (Norton) ISBN: 9780393264876 

Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden, ed. Alison Lurie (Vintage Children’s Classics) ISBN: 9780099572954 
[NB: avoid the Penguin Popular Classics or abridged versions of this text] 

Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four, ed. Shafquat Towheed (Broadview) ISBN: 9781551118376 [Whilst it is fine 
to use any edition of this text, this one contains an excellent introduction and a wealth of contextual 
material which you will find invaluable to your study] 

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray, ed. Joseph Bristow (Oxford World’s Classics, 2008) ISBN 9780199535989 

Émile Zola, The Kill, ed. Brian Nelson (Oxford: Oxford World’s Classics, 2008) ISBN: 9780199536924 

Poetry by Percy Shelley and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, including: ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ (Coleridge) and 
‘Mont Blanc’ (Shelley). This will be available on the Moodle page at the start of term. 

We look forward to discussing these works with you in the coming year! 
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EN6025 The American Way  
Module convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

‘There’s no way like the American Way’.  In this optional module students will be expected to engage with a range 
of American texts produced from the seventeenth to the twenty-first century (letters, essays, trickster tales, 
speeches, poems, slave narratives, short-stories, novels, plays, songs, and films).  This range of texts will be 
analysed and discussed in relation to some preoccupying concerns of the course: the distinct American 
experience of the land as defined by the drive westward and the idea of the frontier; the 'values' of self-reliance 
and individualism; the pilgrim and Puritan roots of America; emigration and escape from Europe and the efforts 
to build a civic and political society anew; the deep ironies of slavery and inequality and segregation in the 
context of this new Revolutionary society which aspires to the promise of the French and English revolutions; the 
development of a new artistic and literary culture with fresh experimentation in form and content.   

Essential texts for the module are given below.  Please do as much reading as you can over the summer months.   
Please note you need the Shorter Edition of the Norton Anthology, Volume 1.  

The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter Edition, Volume 1 (Beginnings to 1865)   

Arthur Miller, The Crucible (Penguin Modern Classics) 

Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Norton Critical Edition) 

Carson McCullers, The Heart Is A Lonely Hunter (Penguin Modern Classics) 

Jerome David Salinger, The Catcher In The Rye (Penguin) 

Alice Walker, The Color Purple (Phoenix) 

Tony Kushner, Angels in America (Nick Hern Books) 

Yaa Gyasi, Transcendent Kingdom (Viking) 

From the Norton Anthology please read as much as you can, but I would particularly like you to read ‘The Iroquois 
Creation Story’, John Winthrop ‘A Model of Christian Charity’, Tecumseh ‘Speech to the Osages’, J. Hector St. John 
De Crevecoeur ‘Letter III. What is an American’, William Cullen Bryant ‘Thanatopsis’, Ralph Waldo Emerson ‘Self-
Reliance’, Nathaniel Hawthorne ‘The May-Pole of Merry Mount’, Edgar Allan Poe ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, 
Harriet Jacobs ‘ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl’, Henry David Thoreau Walden, Walt Whitman Song of Myself, 
Emily Dickinson selected poems.  

mailto:g.atkin@chester.ac.uk
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EN6030 More Fiction, Film and Theory (updated) 
Module Convenor: Dr Eileen Pollard (e.pollard@chester.ac.uk) 

This optional level six module allows students the opportunity to either develop critical thinking skills by applying 
a range of theories to fiction and film for the first time, or to consolidate and build upon earlier skills learnt on 
theory modules at levels 4 and 5. Focusing exclusively on fiction or film authored or directed by women, LGBT or 
non-white artists, this module intends to engage with specific theories via identity politics, as a means of teaching 
students about how theory works in the world now. By reading or watching a set text of fiction or theory each 
week alongside a particular theory from a particular era students will learn both how to apply specific theories to 
pertinent texts, as well as how ideas within the field of identity politics have changed over time - for example, 
attitudes to sexuality within feminism. 

With a reading list that will include texts by Ali Smith, Arundhati Roy, Jackie Kay and Toni Morrison, among others, 
the module will address current debates within the arena of theory and identity politics, such as 'decolonising the 
curriculum' and changing attitudes to gender in light of trans identity. Theorists from the fields of postcolonialism, 
queer theory and disability studies will be explored and applied.   

Jhumpa Lahiri, Interpreter of Maladies (Flamingo, 2000) 

Jackie Kay, Trumpet (Picador Classic, 2016) 

Professor Marston and the Wonder Women (dir. Angela Robinson, 2018) 

Get Out (dir. Jordan Peele, 2017) 

Widows (dir. Steve McQueen, 2018) 
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EN6031 Kill Bill: Representing Trauma  
Module Convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

This optional level six module engages with the proliferation of violence and trauma in literature, as well as the 
emerging field of trauma studies, which has been gaining ground since the 1980s. Trauma studies began to take 
root within the arena of literary criticism during the 'theory wars' of the 1990s and then grew in strength following 
the waning of theory thereafter. This module aims to demonstrate this connection to the 'death of theory' while 
also at the same time illustrating the long history of violence and trauma in literature, from Homer's The Odyssey 
to Tarantino's Kill Bill. The module is team-taught and therefore draws on the expertise of several colleagues, 
including in the areas of - theories of violence, masculinity, crime, race, the prison, war and revolution.  

Slavoj Zizek, Violence (Profile Books, 2009)  

Richard Bessel, Violence: A Modern Obsession (Simon & Schuster, 2015)  

Homer, The Iliad and The Odyssey (selected readings, made available to students) 

Evan Wright, Generation Kill (Corgi, 2004) 

Stieg Larsson, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (MacLehose Press, 2015)  

Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor and Other Stories (Penguin) 

Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting 

Kill Bill, dir. by Quentin Tarantino (Miramax) [Film] 

Amal El-Mohtar, Max Gladstone, This is How You Lose the Time War (Jo Fletcher Books, 2019)  

Leila Slimani, Lullaby (2017) 
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Toni Morrison, Beloved (Vintage, 2007)  

Captain America: the First Avenger, dir. by Joe Johnston (Marvel, 2011) [written by Christopher Markus and 

Stephen McFeely] [Film] 

Captain America: the Winter Soldier, dir. by Anthony and Joseph Russo (Marvel, 2014) [written by Christopher 

Markus and Stephen McFeely] [Film] 

X-Men: First Class, dir. by Matthew Vaughn (Fox, 2011) [written by Ashley Edward Miller, Zach Stentz, Jane 

Goldman, Matthew Vaughn] [Film] 

Art Spiegelman, The Complete MAUS (Penguin, 2003) 

William Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus (Arden) 
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EN6032 Fashioning Fictions  

Module Convenor: Dr Sarah Heaton (s.heaton@chester.ac.uk) 
 
This module will explore the fashioning of fictions through the role of clothing, fabric, objects and, of course, 
fashions. Explorations of the dressed and undressed self will be complemented by study of the interior and 
exterior scene. It will include both literary and film texts so that costuming and adaptation can be considered. The 
close textual analysis will be. Relevant adaptations will be explored as well as authors themselves and their own 
engagement with clothes from, for example, the letters of Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf, to Wharton’s work 
with Milliners during the war. The module will also consider various cultural publications from adverts to 
magazines such as Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue. From the rise of the department store to Flappers and the Bright 
Young things, from the significance of clothing during the Suffragette movement to youth sub-cultures clothing 
will be considered in terms of class, gender, economics, politics, history and culture. 
 
Key Texts: 
Emile Zola, The Ladies Paradise (Oxford edition – this is a translation so please ensure that you have this copy) 

Colette, Gigi in Gigi and The Cat (Virago) 

Nella Larsen, Quicksand (Virago – there is also an audio version on moodle) 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (Penguin Classics) 

Nancy Mitford, The Pursuit of Love (Penguin Classics) 

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale  

Veronica Roth, Divergent (HarperCollins)  

Bernadine Evaristo, Girl, Woman, Other (Penguin) 
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EN6033 Crime, Deviance and Subversion (updated) 

Module Convenor: Dr Sally West (sally.west@chester.ac.uk) 

In representing issues, identities and behaviours which challenge established social norms, this module explores 
how literary texts probe ideological and cultural constructions of what constitutes the criminal, the deviant and 
the subversive. We will engage with issues such as: the psychology of the criminal; culturally non-normative 
sexuality and sexual behaviour; criminality and class; political debate and the censored author; representations of 
violence; gender and power; the individual and the justice system. Throughout, we will examine texts within their 
social, historical and literary contexts to consider how literature reflects, questions and challenges the cultural 
and ideological preoccupations of the society in which it is produced.  
 

The texts below constitute the bulk of the reading list and I anticipate that we will study them in roughly this 

order. 

Arthur Conan Doyle, selected Sherlock Holmes stories including: ‘The Man with the Twisted Lip’, ‘The Copper 
Beeches’, ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’, ‘The Speckled Band’. [These will be available for you in a Module 
Anthology at the start of term, but if you want to get ahead they can be found either free or very cheaply 
as e-texts in the collection The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes] 

Poetry and Prose by Oscar Wilde [Available in the Module Anthology at the start of term] 

Mikhail Bulgakov, The Master and Margarita, trans. Larissa Volokhonsky and Richard Pevear (Penguin) ISBN: 978-
0140455465 

Walter Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress (Serpent’s Tail) ISBN: 978-1781255193 

Patricia Highsmith, The Talented Mr Ripley (Vintage) ISBN: 978-0099282877 

Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange (Penguin Modern Classics) ISBN: 978-0141197531 

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (Vintage) ISBN: 978-1784873189 
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Naomi Alderman, The Power (Penguin) ISBN: 978-0670919963 
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EN6036 Literature 1895–1960  

Module convenor: Dr Peter Blair (p.blair@chester.ac.uk) 

This module considers literature between 1895 (the year of Oscar Wilde’s trial and conviction for homosexuality) 
and 1960 (the year of Penguin’s trial and acquittal, under the Obscene Publications Act, for publishing D. H. 
Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover). It will focus on a range of literary texts that reflect the period’s rapid historical 
changes, exploring the ways in which literature challenged social and literary conventions. It will consider how 
innovations in literary form helped re-shape conceptions of fundamental social constructs such as morality, 
sexuality, gender, family, class, the city, nation, and empire. Set texts will include the following. 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature [10th edition], Volume F: The Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries 
(Norton, 2018). We will use a number of texts/sections from the anthology, including: 

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1899) 

Voices from World War I 

Voices from World War II 

Harold Pinter, The Dumb Waiter (1957) 

 
Other set texts include: 
 
Ford Madox Ford, The Good Soldier (1915) (Wordsworth Classics) 

Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse (1927) (Penguin) 

Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (1929), translated from the German by Brian Murdoch 

(1994) (Vintage) 

Jean Rhys, Good Morning, Midnight (1939) (Penguin) 

Elie Wiesel, Night (1958), translated from the French by Marion Wiesel (2006) (Penguin) 

John Osborne, Look Back in Anger (1957) (Faber) 
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You will need to get the specified translations of the texts by Remarque and Wiesel. 

Different editions of the other texts are acceptable, though the specified editions are recommended. 
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EN6037: Women’s Writing: Journeys from Home, 1840-1970  

Module Convenor: Prof Deborah Wynne (d.wynne@chester.ac.uk) 

This module examines the ‘journey from home’ narratives in a range of novels, poetry, plays, and life-writing 
authored by women. The texts range from the 1840s, when the feminist movement first developed, to 1970 when 
the Equal Pay Act was passed in Britain. This period, a crucial stage in the history of feminism, saw women writers 
exploring desires for greater opportunities, intellectual fulfilment, economic independence and equal rights in a 
variety of literary genres and styles. The module is divided into three sections, each focusing on different aspects 
of women’s lives. Please make sure you read the texts in Part 1 by the beginning of the module.  

Part 1: Girls growing up and moving on 

Shelagh Delaney, A Taste of Honey [1959] (London: Methuen, 2008) 

Angela Carter, The Magic Toyshop [1967] (London: Virago Press, 2018)  

Joan Lindsay, Picnic at Hanging Rock [1967] (London: Vintage, 2013) 

Part 2: Women working in zones of conflict 

Mary Seacole, The Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands [1857] (ed. Sarah Salih (London: Penguin, 2005) 

Vera Brittain Testament of Youth: An Autobiographical Study of the Years 1900-1925 [1933] (London: Virago, 
2015)  

Suffragette stories and plays [all these texts will be provided at the start of the module] 

Part 3: The strategies of wives and mothers: escape and independence 

Anne Brontë, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall [1847] (ed.) H. Rosengarten and J. McDonagh (Oxford: Oxford World’s 
Classics, 2008)  

Elizabeth Gaskell, Ruth (ed.) [1853] Alan Shelston (Oxford: Oxford World’s Classics, 2009) 

Sylvia Plath, Ariel [1965] (London: Faber, 2015)  

mailto:d.wynne@chester.ac.uk
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