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The last few years have seen a lot of changes for 
many of us. The students faced adjustments to 
how they completed their studies, moving lectures 
online and facing many other challenges. Since 
then, the University has continued to adapt and 
evolve as an institution, including welcoming 
students back to campus. Our annual reunion was 
even moved online in 2020, and we were thrilled 
with how many of you joined us to celebrate 
virtually. We’ve seen our alumni be highly creative, 
hosting their own reunions virtually and in person 
and it’s been amazing to see what you have all been 
able to achieve.  

 

Reunion now means lots of different things to many 
of our alumni community, but we know that coming 
together in September is special for you and has 
been for Chester since 1844, so we were delighted 
to welcome you back to campus in September for 
Cestrian Day. 

It was wonderful to see so many of you back 
on campus and we hope you had a wonderful time 
hearing all about what’s happening at the university 
today and how alumni have supported our current 
and past students through time, talent, and funds.

You can find photos from the amazing day on 
our website so please do take a look.  
www1.chester.ac.uk/alumni/events/reunions

CESTRIAN 
DAY

http://www1.chester.ac.uk/alumni/events/reunions
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Through guidance and empowerment, we 
shape students to become engaged citizens, 
like yourselves. This has been at the heart 
of what we do ever since we first opened as 
a teacher training college in 1839. But the 
world today has changed dramatically, and our 
graduates must continue to acquire knowledge 
and develop their skills, to accomplish even 
more, to thrive beyond university.

With philanthropy at our roots – starting with 
a city subscription to support the founding of 
the college and students volunteering their 
time and talent to build the Chapel, it remains 
now as vital as ever. In the last edition of The 
Cestrian we introduced to you several funds, 
bursaries, and awards in place, in this issue 
we are sharing how these have impacted our 
students and graduates.

The Emma Galton Award
Established in 2019 through the support of the 
Bible Study Fellowship International U.S.A and 
the Galton Family in memory of Emma Galton, 
a former Modern Language student, this 
award supports a Modern Language student 
who wishes to study abroad in Costa Rica. This 
year the award went to Oscar Gill-Lewis:
“I feel very privileged to be associated 
with the Emma Galton reward. She was an 
interesting and hard-working student at the 
University of Chester, who made the most 
of her opportunities. These are all highly 
commendable qualities that I strive towards 
and try to embody.

PHILANTHROPY IN FOCUS
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During my trip to Costa Rica, I achieved a lot. 
My level of Spanish objectively improved and 
exploring a new aspect of Costa Rica every day 
helped me grow as a person and develop my 
character.

There were also more formal undertakings to 
learn about Costa Rican culture and sustainable 
tourism. I produced a self-directed project 
which focused on sustainable energy sources 
powering Costa Rica. One of the most enriching 
parts of the trip were the journeys organised 
for us to give a broader understanding of the 
culture and sustainability practices in Costa 
Rica.” – Oscar Gill Lewis 

University Mission Fund
The University Mission Fund is available to 
students who require financial support for 
projects and activities which reflect and 
promote the University’s Mission, Vision, and 
Foundational Values. This year the Mission 
Fund along with an individual alumni donor 
funded a field trip to Jerusalem for seven 
Theology and Religious Studies (TRS) students. 
Field education is critical for building students’ 
core competencies in observation, cultural 
awareness, empathy, and reflective learning, 
which are key employability skills developed in 
a TRS degree. It is also important for solidifying 
discipline specific knowledge about religious 
history, belief, and practice.

“Being able to go on this trip was extremely 
valuable to my studies. To be able to visit and 
learn from people in Jerusalem and Palestine 
who have first-hand understanding of life 
there, is something that increased my learning 
immeasurably. We were able to see multiple 
perspectives and circumstances which enabled 
me to get a greater understanding of what it is 
like to live there.

The experiences this funding gave me will stay 
with me throughout my studies and further. 
I will always remember how this trip helped 
my understanding and it will give me a new 
perspective that I will use when entering any 
study.” - Kate Weston

ACH1EVE FUND
Launched in September 2022, this fund will 
help students and graduates achieve even more 
during their time at the University and help them 
stand out in the crowded graduate landscape. 
The fund is open to all students and recent gradu-
ates helping to achieve opportunities such as trip 
to a national conference for a teaching student, 
to an opportunity for the music society to per-
form in a concert.
By supporting this Fund, you can play a part in 
the stories of today’s students, and tomorrow’s 
graduates. 
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Did you know that University of 
Chester is a registered charity?
We used funds kindly donated by supporters 
and alumni to create opportunities like 
the above, for our talented students and 
graduates, no matter their backgrounds, so 
that they can reach their full potential during 
their time with us, and beyond.
We can’t do this without you! You can find 
out more about how you can continue your 
story at Chester here chester.ac.uk/giving 

http://www.chester.ac.uk/giving
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1952

I have heard from the remaining 
members, either by Christmas 
card or phone call. I had the sad 
news last year, that our second 
son, Steven, had cancer. He died 
peacefully on January 24th 2022 
in a Lincoln hospice. His wife 
and two sons were with him. He 
was 52 and had served 34 years 
in the RAF, latterly as a Master 
Aircrew. I have recently had a 
cataract removed, so hopefully 
will be able to see again.

Ken Wyatt

1953

Now all in our 90’s and most 
with some medical problems 
the chance of meeting together 
at this year’s reunion has 
disappeared. I had hoped to 
be there but a recent spell of 
two months in hospital has put 
paid to that. I will miss reunion 
for only the second time since 
1953. 

Sadly, we have lost two of 
our number in recent months, 
Dave Peet in December, and 
Peter Sambrook in May. 

A few of the surviving ten 
of our year are enjoying good 
health including Gill Holt, 
though he’s now restricted to 
the Pitch and Put rather than 

the full Green. Keith Henney is 
hopefully okay but still a terrible 
correspondent. Brian Kenworthy 
continues to cope very well with 
blindness but sadly lost his wife 
Mary last month at the age of 95 
(we always knew he was a toy 
boy). Lew Reece remains well 
in the care home at St Helens 
but unfortunately conversation 
was not possible because of his 
deafness. Alan Crowther is well 
and enjoying life on the Isle of 
Man with no desire to leave. 

I enjoy regular telephone 
conversations with Don 
Hitchcock, Alan Crowther, 
Gill Holt, John Herbert, Eric 
Henderson, Alan Nicholls, 
Stuart Osborne, Dave Tipper, 
and Alan McQueen. Despite 
the difficulties, all maintain 

YEAR NOTES
Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of time 
and effort to gather information on their fellow former 
students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that specific medical 
conditions and other personal details should only be 
included if the person being mentioned has given their 
permission for the information to be published.

Where reports have been significant in length, these have 
been abridged in order to accommodate information from 
all those submitted.
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a cheerful outlook and a 
determination to overcome. 
Most find walking sticks 
essential, but a few can still 
manoeuvre a car (though how 
safely I know not!)

Reunion won’t be quite the 
same this year but who knows 
what future gatherings will 
bring. My best wishes to all and 
please keep in touch. 

Alwyn Peel

Mid Year 1958

The past twelve months have 
seen all of us getting back to 
some kind of normality. Gordon 
Bell mounted an exhibition in 
conjunction with the Danby 
Lodge National Park Centre, 
Yorkshire, entitled ‘Objects 
Born Not Made’ showing some 
of his collection of Bernard 
Leach pottery as well as works 
from studio potters uniquely 
influenced by Leach.

Jim Martland sent a picture 
of himself and granddaughter 
Georgie (12) both on baritone 
horn playing with the Helsby 
Concert Band. Dave Dixson 
writes that the local jazz scene 
is emerging. His own ‘Peninsula 
Jazzmen’ is up and running and 
the Merseysippi Band, now in 
in 73rd year, is back in regular 
session once a week.  

Gus Karran is helping to 
organise a grand, final reunion 
of ex-pupils from Norton 

Priory High School, Runcorn. 
An inveterate storyteller, Mike 
Spencer, recently contributed 
a series of amusing anecdotes 
from his teaching days to his 
parish newsletter. My favourite 
was the acerbic comment by a 
senior member of staff to young 
and enthusiastic teachers: ‘If it is 
new, we have tried it.’ 

Seasoned travellers, Paul 
and Yvonne Chesters, are Med-
bound on their second cruise 
this year. Charles Leather was 
pleased to have middle son 
Graham and grandson Callum 
(16) up from deepest Dorset to 
stay for a week after a three-
year absence. 

Neville Parry continues to 
enjoy his masonic activities for 
which his services as organist 
are much sought after. John 
Timson’s recent posts on 
Facebook from his extensive 
archive of photos include D of E 
Award 1980 -1999 and Douglas, 
IOM Vagabonds Rugby Club.

Blackburn Rovers supporter, 
Alun Edwards, was still enjoying 
bridge sessions and Probus Club 
meetings when I heard from 
him last December. Alan Smith’s 
lifelong support of Manchester 
United has been shaken by their 
poor performances so far this 
season, but he is still able to get 
to home matches. 

I ticked off a big item 
on my ‘bucket list’ this July, 
by going to the Passion Play 
at Oberammergau. It was a 

most moving and impressive 
experience. I’ve not heard 
from George Casewell, Harold 
Fielding, Roger Goldsmith, Bert 
Horsley, Lionel Ogden, Graham 
Martin & Dane Young for a while 
but, hopefully, no news is good 
news. 

Rod Hunt

Mid Year 1961

On Wednesday 6th July we went 
to Alnwick for the funeral of 
Harold Hinchliffe’s wife Jackie, 
who had been in a care home 
for several years. Harold’s 
retired GP son lives a very short 
distance away and his support 
has helped Harold a great deal 
during this difficult time. There 
we met Tony and Pauline Dable, 
who had come up from Capel 
St. Mary, near Ipswich. Richard 
Lawson, who had also hoped 
to be there was thwarted by a 
long-awaited dental operation, 
which was on the same day. Last 
October I met up with Richard 
for lunch, after he had been on 
a Park Fun Run in Burnley.

In Alnwick all had lots to 
talk about including the news 
that Tony and Pauline have 
recently taken up an allotment 
near their home. They are 
joining the ranks of other keen 
gardeners, who include Lawrie 
Cooke, (still a regular cyclist), 
John Broadhurst and Bob Carr. 
In fact, I am pleased to report 



8          The Cestrian 2022

that of the nineteen 1961 Mid 
-Year Alumni on my list all are 
active in some way and are all 
keeping well, with the exception 
of Ian Manship, who now sadly 
requires increasing amounts of 
care. John Sutcliffe is recovering 
well from a replacement knee 
operation and Bernie Abbott 
is determined to continue 
with his golf despite a not 
inconsequential Achilles tendon 
problem.

During the first part of the 
summer at least 5 alumni spent 
time on holidays in France. 
Needless to say, Bill Ainslie, 
(The Alan Whicker of our group) 
was among their number, as 
was Mike Hutchinson, who 
has a property in France. Brian 
Hall, now in his mid 80’s, has 
informed me that in December 
he and his wife are going to 
Tasmania and Western Australia 
to see their three children and 
their families. Alumni regularly 
ask about Geoff Sheridan, Pete 
Hughes and Barry Maurice and 
I would be obliged if anyone, 
perhaps from other Year 
Groups, has any information 
about them to contact me.

Eric H Draper
janric.bleeberry@btinternet.com

1965

This year, 2022 is special 
for our year group in that it 

marks the SIXTIETH anniversary 
of our starting at Chester. 
Unbelievable!  The friendships 
formed during those very 
important three years have 
endured and been enjoyed by 
all concerned. The last time any 
of us were able to meet was 
at the graduation ceremony in 
2019, so it’s good to be looking 
forward to a mini reunion in 
November in the Senate House. 
Arrangements are under way 
as I write.  I’ve been in touch 
with a few of our group where 
we finish up talking about hip 
and knee replacements. At our 
age we all have health issues of 
some sort, so keep on taking the 
tablets chaps! 

Colin Rodgers
 
1968

Well, what a year I have 
had...following lockdown in 
October I was appointed by 
the International Federation 
to be the Referee for Table 
Tennis and Para Table Tennis 
at the Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham. A huge honour 
and surprise, then had to keep 
it a secret until February 2022. 
I am still the only Woman 
International Referee in the UK. 
Then in November 2021 found 
myself on a flight to Houston 
Texas to the World Table tennis 
Championships to meet with 

International Federation to try 
to get 2026 Championships 
in England for Centenary of 
ITTF founded in London. At 
the Annual meeting I was 
elected to the International 
Para Committee for TT; having 
been made Deputy Chair for 
European Para TT Committee a 
few months earlier.

In June I was advanced in 
the Platinum Birthday Honours 
List to OBE for services to 
Para Sport, especially Para 
Table Tennis Nationally and 
Internationally (I became MBE 
in New years Honours 2008). 
To be in the Honours List once 
is a big surprise but this was 
amazing and followed the most 
successful Paralympics in Tokyo 
with 7 medals for British Para 
TT Athletes. It is good that 
administrators are recognised 
for their contribution to sport as 
well as athletes.

Well now recovering from 
the Commonwealth Games 
which was fantastic and resulted 
in Gold for a Para Athlete we 
coached at Halton TT Club, 
Widnes from the age of 10.  

Meanwhile Barbara 
Thompson has sold up her 
house and small holding in 
Scotland to move nearer to 
daughter in Yorkshire. She also 
has a very interesting Facebook 
page; Granny Thompson looking 
at nature and the world around 
her. Ralph Staines will never be 
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forgotten and clearly influenced 
many of us in 1968 to take 
notice.

Karen M Tonge OBE

1969

Greetings to all fellow Cestrians 
from the 1966-69 cohort. 
This is unfortunately my third 
set of Notes during the awful 
pandemic, which has sadly 
claimed so many lives. 

Our last Reunion weekend 
was in September 2019, and 
was a truly memorable one, 
when the PE Gang provided 
entertainment from the Friday 
evening’s special Golden 
Anniversary Year Group 
gathering, through to the 
Sunday morning. A group of us 
sang Dave Hodkinson’s special 
composition, ‘Fleet of Foot and 
Fancy Free’. Martin Finning 
playing a superb medley on 
his bagpipes (also Sunday at 
breakfast for everyone!).

Gareth Hopkin gave a most 
entertaining speech without 
notes! I personally remain 
indebted to Gareth and the 
Gang, as they knew I’d also 
had a personal health scare, 
which had cast doubt on my 
possible attendance at the 
Reunion, relating to a medical 
investigation on that Friday, 
which, for me, was thankfully 
cancelled. We all know Gareth 
was himself battling with cancer. 

Yet he delivered a supreme 
performance, which was quite 
inspirational. Sadly, that would 
be his final contribution to 
us at a Reunion, following his 
passing away on Tuesday, July 
5th. We all have our own special 
memories of him, whether 
on the fields of rugby union, 
or simply as a person, friend 
and colleague, appreciating 
his intelligence and special wit 
(often at my expense!).

Throughout another year, 
I have enjoyed all the fun and 
banter within the PE WhatsApp 
group. Having now had my third 
jab, whilst still being careful, 
I’ve been able to meet up face 
to face with Neil McMechan 
in Derbyshire, as well as Gwen 
Thompson. I’ve also enjoyed a 
superb gastro pub meal with Pat 
and Richard Ransome. In March, 
I returned to the Cathedral, 
stewarding at Graduations with 
Pat and Gwen. Graduands were 
thoroughly entertained by our 
Chancellor Gyles Brandreth who 
delivered amazing speeches. We 
wish them all future success and 
happiness.

Finally, please do contact 
me with any relevant news. 
Unfortunately, this year, I 
haven’t received anything 
outside my small group, but as 
Year Secretary, my responsibility 
is to you all!

Geoffrey Mackenzie 
geoffmackenzie8@gmail.com

1970

It has been good to make 
contact with Isabel Ainsworth 
(nee Robertson). In recent 
correspondence with Isabel, I 
was reminded of the days when 
Chester College exiled some 
students to the Isle of Mann for 
one of their teaching practices. 
Does anyone have memories of 
this experience on the I.o.M.?

I have unfortunately lost 
contact with John P. Verney 
as his e-mail address appears 
to be no longer operative. If 
anyone can help me re-establish 
our links it would be greatly 
appreciated.

Dick Gillingham tells me 
he’s had another busy year with 
arrangements for celebrating 
the 100th Anniversary of 
Fleetwood Grammar School 
which happened in October. 
Dick continues to work as 
a volunteer at Fleetwood 
Museum and serves on 
their Board of Trustees. He 
mentioned a surprise visit from 
Marjorie Glover (nee Bromilow) 
who donated to the museum 
a wonderful 1920’s porcelain 
teapot with a Fleetwood motif.

Keith Morrison is still 
working in Macau (south-east 
China) and will be publishing 
his twentieth book – ‘Student 
Engagement, Higher Education, 
and Social Justice’ in early 2023. 
The pandemic in Macau, with 
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endless lockdowns and the 
virtual impossibility of escape 
for over a thousand days, made 
for a very productive period - 
four books in four years!

Lesley Weeldon (nee Angus) 
has had some additional health 
issues that further limit her 
mobility. Using a Zimmer frame 
in the house and a mobility 
scooter when outside, she 
is coping independently in 
her long-awaited new home 
in Lancaster. John Astbury, 
David Hutchinson, and John 
Watts have all sent their usual 
greetings.

And finally, in July, Mary 
and I quietly enjoyed our 
Golden Wedding Anniversary 
at our holiday home in The 
Yorkshire Dales – extravagant 
parties are not our scene! We 
met as students in 1969 when 
Mary was at the neighbouring 
Cartrefle College in Wrexham. 
It all now seems in the distant 
past, but like so many others, 
we cherish the memories.

Kelvin Young
kelvinyoung@kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk

1972

Jean Rondel (née Phillips) writes, 
“My first teaching job in 1972 
was in a lovely primary school in 
Jersey. Flying from Manchester 
airport to attend the interview 
was the first time I’d flown. I 
planned to stay here for two 

years but I’m still here after 
fifty. I married a farmer, and my 
life became very different from 
pre-college days in industrial 
Lancashire. We have two 
daughters: one lives in London 
and the other in Madrid. We 
have two small granddaughters 
in Madrid.” Jean says she 
continued to teach on and off 
for thirty years but now enjoys 
retirement on Jersey.

Brian Davies took up his first 
teaching post in Ashton-under-
Lyne and was there for eleven 
years becoming head of PE as 
well as head of year 11. He then 
taught in North Chadderton 
and between 1984–1989 was 
senior teacher and then deputy 
head. Brian’s next school was 
at Breezehill where he became 
deputy head with two stints as 
acting head.  

Brian married Chris Roseby 
(a Chester alumna from 1974) 
in 1975 and they have two 
children. Brian says, “One child 
is deputy head of a secondary 
school whilst the other is an 
assistant head of a primary even 
though we told them not to! 
We also have two grandchildren 
who we adore, and they wear 
us out regularly. Fortunately, we 
are happily retired.”

Alyson Gill (née Sands) 
writes, “One of the reasons 
I chose Chester College in 
1969 was because it was the 
only college at the time which 
offered Children’s Literature as 

a second subject. My interest in 
promoting children’s literature 
has been life long as I believe 
promoting a love of reading is 
at the heart of all good primary 
schools. Since I retired, I have 
continued to do storytelling 
in primary schools, nurseries, 
and at church and our local 
independent bookshop, “The 
Stripey Badger.” I love it and so 
do the children!”

It is always good to hear 
your news and share with others 
in our year group.

Kenneth Kay
k.kay5@btinternet.com

 
1973

I recently met up with Sue and 
Gwil (who had just come back 
from a short trip to Bari which 
they enjoyed) and we visited 
the sculptures at Chatsworth on 
a very hot day. We now have a 
small touring caravan which we 
enjoy as we can go somewhere 
near to a golf course, and then 
later enjoy a drink and the 
camaraderie on the campsite. 
Sheila Nicholas is very busy 
with family, and with 8 young 
grandchildren there are lots of 
birthday parties to help with. 
She still goes walking with a 
group started in lockdown and 
does dance fit sessions twice 
a week. For 20 years she has 
been singing in a choir which 
she loves.
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Dave Robertson has finally 
had the hip operation which 
he has been waiting for and is 
hoping to go skiing next January. 
He keeps in touch with Dewi 
Butler who lives in Utah and 
spends his time skiing, hiking, 
climbing, and golfing. Nick 
Fearnley lives on the Wirral, 
I think, and Dave sees him 
because they both go cycling. 
Laurie Rowcroft is fine but must 
admit that age is catching up 
with him as he and his wife 
have recently become great 
grandparents. Wow! 

Gaynor Hale has had a 
busy year visiting Belfast and 
the Norwegian fjords. She still 
does lots of choreography for 
U3A groups and takes part in 
the shows. Jill Peterson was in 
touch. She is still in Canada and 
like me hasn’t travelled abroad 
since Covid-19. Hopefully 
she will get to Chester for 
the Reunion (50 years since 
we left) next year. Liz and 
Ken were hoping to go to the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham when I last heard 
but that depended on the rail 
workers not being on strike. I 
spoke to Carol Cain recently. She 
had just returned from a holiday 
in Dorset. She is suffering with 
her knees and finds steps 
difficult but has injections which 
help a bit.

Finally, as I write this, we 
can have our reunions again and 
hopefully next year lots of you 

will be there to celebrate and 
see the changes since our time 
there. 

Anyone who was at 
Chester,1970- 1973/4, it would 
be good to hear from you. 

Teresa Gould (née Kawecki)
gouldteresa51@gmail.com

1974 and 1975

Now that we can meet in person 
again it has sadly included 
celebrations of those friends no 
longer with us. Fin Ryan’s lovely 
wife Maggie lost her battle with 
cancer in June, just after they 
became grandparents. Maggie 
was a Chester student some 
years after Fin but became 
part of the regular 74/75 
leavers reunion group, many of 
Maggie’s and Fin’s friends were 
able to join in happy memories 
of a special lady.

Some of you may remember 
Paul Taylor, an ardent Liverpool 
FC, Beatles, Folk Music, and 
Quiz fan. Paul died suddenly 
in June just after his 70th 
Birthday. Several of his college 
housemates from 1974 and 
other friends were able to 
reminisce in one of his favourite 
pubs, The Bridewell in Liverpool. 
Both have left us too soon; it 
makes sense to keep in touch 
with the special people in your 
life even if just annually.  We pay 
special tribute to those we will 
be missing, whether mentioned 

by name here or kept in our 
private thoughts.

Did anyone spot Ken Jones 
on The Chase? His team did 
well! Ken is now a published 
novelist. In April, Bob Osbourne 
hosted a few college friends 
at Sandown Races, and they 
may make it a regular date. 
Lynne Dorman and Lynn Davies 
are very good at keeping the 
reunion groups active and it’s 
good to know that these groups 
of friends from 50 years ago still 
enjoy holidays and meeting up 
together.  If you have any news 
to share for the next Cestrian 
2023 please do get in touch at 
hurstj53@gmail.com

Jean Hurst 
hurstj53@gmail.com

1976-7

As the new academic year 
begins, some of us are looking 
back at almost half a century 
to when we were freshers at 
Chester College ourselves. Sadly, 
one or two have already left the 
building, with others fighting 
serious illness, or patiently 
waiting for treatment like Keith 
Mistry, whilst COVID still stalks 
the corridors. Mixed metaphors 
aside, the first in-person reunion 
since 2019 is approaching 
as I write these Year Notes, 
hence the lack of recent news 
except for what snippets I’ve 
heard by chance or via social 
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media. That includes SUNY 
Plattsburgh exchange students 
Ann Bamerick, Shelley Racine 
and Gail Abrams. Relocation 
to be closer to family and 
offspring are the main subject 
of conversation, but some of 
us are certainly back socialising 
and travelling, although Tony 
Askew was left at home for knee 
rehab whilst Hilary and the boys 
walked the St. Francis trail to 
Santiago de Compostela. Gary 
Prestcott aka Biking Birder, an 
asthmatic, has an eye on his 
Spanish rival for the Big Green 
Birding Year European record, 
as he cycles around Britain 
chasing the UK record as well 
as fundraising for Acorns and 
the RSPB. Meanwhile a smiling 
Chris Howarth graces the cover 
of U3A Magazine alongside Si 
King at the Southport Flower 
Show. Karen Cream still drums 
but has replaced her birthday 
cartwheel with a plank. Happy 
tanned faces shine out from 
photos on land and sea and are 
witness to temperatures often 
topping 30°C in the UK and even 
hotter for Cheryl Hart/Australia, 
Dougie West/Turkey, Isa Hyde/
USA, Silvie Pourmarat/France 
and poor me on my week long 
trans-European progression to 
Wales sans A/C. Devastation 
when our roof blew off during 
storm Barra last December, and 
ensuing stress was something 
Jackie and Alan Wright could 
commiserate about from past 

experience. Remember the 
“Winter of discontent” just after 
we left Chester and began our 
careers? Hence, I’m feeling a 
certain déjà vu as we close the 
door on working life, but invite 
you to send some uplifting and 
Year Noteworthy news for next 
time. Email ejfkaiser@yahoo.
co.uk or message Janet Hankin 
via Facebook.

Janet Kaiser

1983

What a delight it has been this 
year to see the graduates spill 
out of the cathedral onto the 
town square, over the course 
of the ‘catch up’ graduations.  It 
has also been a delight to have 
been able to attend a few more 
Monday morning services in 
Chapel with fellow alumni and 
the final Wednesday WOW 
service that marked the end of 

Chaplain Peter’s ministry at the 
University of Chester. 

As always, any visit to the 
campus feels like coming home, 
and although our year group 
won’t be gathering for Cestrian 
Day, we have plans! Plans to 
meet up again in Blackpool’s 
Stanley Park for afternoon tea at 
the café before the year is out. 

During our July meet up 
at the Park this summer, we 
realised that we don’t always 
have to meet in Chester.  Our 
bonds as alumni transcend 
location. That said, we have 
to make plans for next year…
for 2023 will be our 40th 
anniversary of arriving at Chester 
which should include something 
on campus. If you have any ideas 
or would like to be involved in 
our big anniversary, please email 
me at the address below. 

 
Sharon Forsdyke 

Sharonlforsdyke@gmail.com 

YEAR NOTES
The 2023 edition of The Cestrian will again feature Year 

Notes from our Year Secretaries. So that we
can include everyone’s news, please could we request 
that submissions are kept to a maximum of 350 words 

and are received by us no later than August 25, 2023. We 
recommend that Year Notes are emailed to thecestrian@

chester.ac.uk so that we can acknowledge receipt.
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CESTRIANS 
REMEMBERED
The University was saddened to receive obituaries for 
the following alumni and staff this year. Please note 
that these are presented in date order of alumni year.

John C Martin
1949

John C Martin was born on the 
23rd of May 1925 in West Derby, 
Liverpool. He enlisted into the 
Royal Navy in June 1943 and 
served in the Fleet Air Arm.

He took the opportunity to 
train as a teacher as part of the 
scaling-up of teaching required 
to support the post-war ‘baby 
boom’. John attended Chester 
College from September 1947 to 
June 1949 - establishing lifelong 
friendships and developing 
the skills to inspire the next 
generation.  John relished his 
time in Chester, he enjoyed 
many sports, sang in several 
choirs, and found his calling 
as a teacher who would go on 

steer the lives of hundreds of 
youngsters over the years - many 
of whom remained friends until 
his death in 2021.

After completing his training 
in Chester John took a position 
as a school master at Mobberley 
Primary School, where he 
taught for 10 years, until John 
was guided towards a move 
into secondary education and 
gained additional qualifications 
in Latin and History GCSEs. 
These enabled John to apply 
for and secure a position as 
History master at Bromborough 
Secondary School, where he 
taught for over 20 years before 
retiring in the early 80s.

After retiring, golf became 
John’s foremost passion. He 
played several times a week 

and was privileged to be the 
Chairman of Bromborough Golf 
Club Seniors Association, he 
was also a big supporter of the 
juniors at Bromborough which 
over the years has also gone 
from strength to strength. John 
was hugely honoured to become 
the club’s first elected President 
in 2011.

John retained close ties to 
Chester throughout his life and 
was a proud member of the 
Alumni, always looking forward 
to the next reunion with old 
friends. He was also delighted 
to receive an honorary Bachelor 
of Education Degree from the 
University in 2019 - an honour 
which was also shared on the 
same day by his daughter Sue 
who also studied at what is now 
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the Warrington Campus of the 
University.

John had an incredible 
passion for teaching and sport 
which extended far beyond the 
classroom and saw him inspire 
future academics, international 
athletes, and far more people 
who he helped discover a love 
of learning and sport which 
enriched their lives without 
any need for recognition. John 
endured a difficult last few 
years with great dignity. He died 
peacefully at home with his wife 
Liz and in the thoughts of his 
children.

Chris Martin

David John Peet
1953

In mid-January I telephoned 
Dave to congratulate him on his 
90th birthday just days after my 
own. What a shock to discover 
that he didn’t quite make it - 
sudden death taking him on the 
30th December 2021. 

A man of Wigan and proud 
of it, Dave was always a man to 
stand for Lancashire especially 
against this Yorkshireman. He 
met his wife in Wigan Park and 
their partnership lasted 72 years. 
Together they brought up a 
family including grandchildren 
and great grandchildren – not 
to mention the dogs they were 
so fond of.  Even Dave’s doorbell 
gave the sound of a barking dog! 

David became an excellent 
and well-respected PE teacher 
with some history and 
geography alongside. Sporting 
activities were his main interest 
including courses to attend 
and those to organise yet 
amazingly he didn’t pass as ‘fit’ 
for National Service. He was a 
regular supporter of our annual 
reunions at Chester from early 
days through to retirement, 
nearly always accompanied 
by others from 1953 from 
Lancashire. For some years he 
played regularly for Chorley 
FC, Bill Carr being another 
team member.  He was also a 
long-term supporter of Wigan 
FC, Liverpool FC and one or two 
others of these odd Lancashire 
teams. Scouting was another 
feature of Dave’s life, leading to 
a love of regular visits to Devon 
in particular, not just for scouts 
but for family.

David will be sadly missed 
especially of course by his large 
family and by his old mates from 
Chester, but he lived a life to the 
full which will long remain in so 
many memories. 

Alwyn Peel

Peter Sambrook
1953

Peter came to Chester in 1953 
after studying at the Royal 
College of Music in Manchester 
and two years National Service 

in the Shropshire Light Infantry 
which took him to war in 
Korea and dangerous active 
service – something he never 
talked about until years later. 
Born in Market Drayton, Peter 
commenced his teaching career 
at a local Secondary school 
as did John Herbert who also 
shared ‘digs’ with Peter close 
to college. Peter however soon 
turned to Primary and Middle 
education where he progressed 
to enjoy successful headships in 
the Midlands. 

Love of a motor bike 
for Peter was instilled by his 
college friend David Tipper and 
together with Fred Whyatt the 
three spent the second year 
of college at Exton Park. With 
John Herbert, the four formed 
a close lifelong friendship. The 
motor bike eventually led Peter 
to meeting Eleanor at regular 
dances at Wrexham College. 
Married in 1959, their family 
of three daughters and several 
grandchildren brought them 
much joy and pride in life. 

Despite the demands of 
headship and involvement in 
music, Peter found time to study 
and gain a Law Degree. Peter 
also managed to attend several 
college reunions, especially 
those marking our 40th and 
50th anniversaries. Retirement 
brought the adventures of world 
travel (and no doubt memories 
of Korea). Illness unfortunately 
took both Peter and Eleanor to 
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a care home in Norfolk where 
Peter celebrated his ninetieth 
birthday last year. His last letter 
to me (full of praise for the 
excellent care at the home) 
came just a month before he 
died on the 11th May 2022. 

A lovely man to be able to 
call a friend, Peter enjoyed a full 
life, a teacher, a musician, keen 
sportsman, great family man and 
proud of being a Cestrian. We at 
Chester were fortunate to share 
his life and our best wishes go to 
all his family. 

Alwyn Peel

David Higgins
1956

David Higgins attended Chester 
college from 1954 to 1956, 
he passed away peacefully in 
January 2022, aged 86. 

David was Headmaster of 
Brooklands Primary School for 
24 years, a local councillor for 
Brooklands Ward and Mayor of 
Trafford for the year 2009-2010. 

Bernard Shaw
1959

Born in Southport of working-
class parents who saw education 
as the way to progress, they 
were thrilled when he passed 
for the grammar school, the 
only one of the fifty-seven in 

his class to do so. He continued 
throughout our married life 
to wear the black and maroon 
school scarf whenever the 
temperature dropped to 
warrant it. 

He decided to follow a 
career in teaching and went to 
what is now Chester University. 
After two years at Chester, he 
took up an appointment at 
Crosby County Boy’s School 
near Liverpool. He had various 
responsibilities from teaching 
science, and P.E. Out of school 
hours be taught sailing, football, 
badminton, and outdoor 
activities. It was because of the 
latter that he was asked to go 
on a course at Bangor University 
during the Easter Holidays of 
1968. It was while on the course 
we met and married a year later.

He was a member and 
later Chairman of the Berwick 
Civic Society, and it was under 
his Chairmanship in 1995 that 
the Main Guard was restored 
to become the Society’s 
Headquarters and worked with 
others, to create several summer 
exhibitions with booklets to 
accompany them. Such as the 
‘Coming of the Railway’s to 
Berwick’ and ‘Berwick at War’.  
He was a founder member of a 
relaunched History Society and 
was their Chairman for many 
years and served as a trustee of 
the Berwick Community Trust 
also for many years

His peaceful nature and 

diplomacy meant that very few 
can claim to have fallen out with 
him. A quotation from Psalm 133 
“Behold, how good and pleasant 
it is ‘when brothers dwell in 
unity”. It is because of these 
skills so much was accomplished, 
and we are proud of what he 
has achieved and the resulting 
legacies.

All this activity did not 
interfere with his family life 
He was here for our daughter 
for 11 years when he sent me 
on a daily trip to Newcastle to 
continue earning! He was proud 
of what she has achieved and of 
course this includes our fantastic 
grandchildren.

Margaret Shaw

Alec Osbaldiston
1961

Alec was at Chester College 
1959-1961 as it was then. He 
taught Maths at Lacon Childe 
School at Cleobury Mortimer 
for 35 years where he was 
Head of Maths. During this 
time, he became one of the 
early graduates from the Open 
University. With the support of 
Shropshire County Council, he 
had a year out from teaching to 
attend Queens College Oxford 
where he obtained a Master’s 
degree. He was also a Chartered 
Mathematician and a Fellow of 
the Institute of Mathematics 
and Its Applications.
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He leaves Margaret, his 
wife for 58 years, Carol and 
Andrew his children and three 
grandsons.

Frank Osbaldiston

Revered Colin Sands
1964

It is with sadness that we notify 
the year 1964 of the passing 
in December of our elder 
student and friend Colin Sands. 
Colin was the eldest student 
in 1961 having competed 
National Service and some prior 
teaching. Clearly Colin thought 
he was a father figure and felt a 
responsibility towards those (2) 
youngsters who occupied Exton 
Park with him. How I became 
involved as a resident of Fisher 
is beyond me. However, the four 
of us “gelled” and had a very 
pleasant time at Chester College, 
even buying a car together. Colin 
helped with the College Scouts, 
Dramatic Society and Christian 
Union.

After College Colin variously 
became Head Teacher in 
Bootle, Magistrate, Scout 
Leader and, after taking Holy 
Orders, a member of The 
Penrith Team Ministry where 
he retired with his beloved wife 
Barbara and became a popular 
and distinctive figure in the 
community.

So many pupils and adults 
have much to be grateful for; 

having been taught by Mr Sands 
and ministered to by Rev. Sands. 
Colin bravely endured a four-
year illness. I met Colin in Penrith 
two months before his death, 
and he had lost none of his 
humour and dreadful jokes even 
though he knew what lay just 
ahead. I am forever grateful that 
I knew Colin (my best man) and 
his wife Barbara who, together 
with his two daughters Sarah 
Jane and Emma, survive him.

John Butler

John George Reynolds
1966

John was born in the Northeast 
but moved to Littleborough at 
the age of 6. He played football 
for the school teams and joined 
Hollingworth Lake Rowing Club 
at the age of 15, rowing was to 
play a huge part in his future 
life. As an established oarsman 
before entering college in 1963, 
he immediately joined Royal 
Chester Rowing Club, where 
he was a member of a coxless 
four which enjoyed success at 
Henley, as well as at various 
other regattas throughout the 
three years he spent in college.

After leaving college, he 
taught briefly around Rochdale, 
but after choosing not to 
further a teaching career, he 
settled with his first wife Avril in 
the Healds Green area, where 
their two sons Nick and Tim 

were born, and John began a 
career in sales which left little 
time for rowing.  However, after 
moving back to Littleborough 
in the late 80s and marrying his 
second wife Kate, the siren song 
of rowing at the Lake was soon 
heeded, and his influence was 
paramount in re-assembling his 
former crew around him. This 
led to much success in veteran 
classes at regattas, where he 
especially relished victories at 
the Head of the River races in 
Chester.  Off the water he was 
involved in the vitally needed 
committee work needed in any 
amateur sport, serving as club 
secretary for many years. He 
also became a highly regarded 
coach who influenced many 
younger rowers, in some cases 
to junior international level.

After losing touch for many 
years, we were pleased to 
welcome Kate and him into our 
group of Old Cestrians over the 
last fifteen years or so. John 
joined in many of our rambles 
through the hills and together 
they were to join us on many a 
sociable weekend. They had 10 
grandchildren between them, 
and John was never happier 
than when he was enjoying 
their company, whether on 
holiday or at home.

Sadly, ill heath was to dog 
the last two or three years of 
his life, but it was fitting that his 
final journey took him through 
an arch of oars held by rowing 
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colleagues at his committal at 
Rochdale Crematorium on 23rd 
February, where our year was 
represented by Brenda and 
myself and by Colin and Joan 
Slater.

Ian Crickett

Les Richardson
1968

Les Richardson studied Science, 
sadly died in March 2022.  Les 
was a generous ‘character’ who 
loved life and was a lifelong 
friend to many.

Les was born in Stoke 
Newington, London in 
September 1946.  His parents 
were originally from Liverpool 
and when Les was two years 
old, they moved back. Growing 
up, Les was a member of the 
Boys Brigade where he seems 
to have developed his love of 
the outdoors.  He was trained 
as a teacher at Chester College. 
On graduation from Chester, 
Les went to teach science in 
Crowle, a farming community 
in Lincolnshire. He made many 
friends in Lincolnshire and was 
still in touch with them until his 
death.

After Lincolnshire, Les 
moved to Wrexham to the Bryn 
Allen residential school where 
he was Headmaster until his 
return to Liverpool in 1978.  It 
was obvious the high regard 
that the pupils held Les. It was 

whilst in Wrexham, in 1975, that 
Les married Joan and in 1976 
Ian was born.  Les returned to 
Liverpool in 1978 to take up the 
position of Headteacher at the 
Ernest Cookson School, where 
he stayed until his retirement in 
1995.  His second son was born, 
Alan, in 1979. During his time as 
Headteacher, Les enjoyed school 
trips on canal boats with the 
children and he never lost his 
love of the outdoors and rock 
climbing.

Les was ‘over the Moon’ 
when he found out that he was 
going to be a grandad and he 
adored his grandchildren Max 
and Mae.  Les was proud of all 
his family. As a student Les was 
a character. For those close 
to him, who could forget his 
demonstration of how to put a 
banana in his mouth sideways?  
The ‘6d Off’ sign hanging from 
the end of the crane when the 
Tower Block was being built!  
The climbing expedition to the 
Atlas Mountains in 1966 when 
‘acquired amoebic dysentery.’ 
The list goes on.

No Obituary can do justice 
to someone like Les who was 
funny, loyal, generous, caring 
and who has done so much for 
so many and has left so many 
people with fond memories.
He will be greatly missed by his 
family and all those who knew 
him.
 

Brian Pickup

Gareth Hopkin
1969

It is with considerable sadness 
to report that we lost our 
Gareth on Tuesday, July 5th, 
following a long battle with 
cancer. He was an amazing 
inspiration to us all, whether 
we were PE or not. He was a 
true gentleman and shining 
example for us all embodying 
very special qualities, illustrating 
his genuine care for all he met, 
and valuing each one of us. Ann 
Cowen, Jim MacMullan, Joe 
Pringle, and I were honoured 
and privileged to represent all 
Cestrians at Gareth’s funeral in 
a packed ceremony at Thornton 
Crematorium, where many had 
to listen from outside to an 
amazing tribute by Lol Connor 
of Waterloo RFC! Afterwards, it 
was a packed house, with rugby 
players from across the globe 
paying true tribute.

Gareth grew up in 
Nantymoel, a mining village near 
Bridgend. The 1964 Olympic long 
jump champion, Lynn Davies, 
was his close friend, and they 
both attended the same school. 
Gareth also played alongside 
Welsh rugby internationals JPR 
Williams, JJ Williams and John 
Bevan. It was doubtless a serious 
leg injury which prevented 
Gareth from himself wearing 
the international kit. He was a 
gifted scrum half and playmaker. 
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He was a natural on field leader 
and was captain of the College 
1st XV. He went on to become 
a highly successful player and 
captain of the famous Waterloo 
RFC, where he also coached 
successful teams.

Gareth was described by so 
many contemporaries in his year, 
right to the end as ‘tough, yet 
gentle’, one of the best-known 
characters in the 66-69 group, 
a mighty personality, a vibrant 
person, a true inspiration, a 
great personality, and character 
to match, he cared about 
everyone he met. It says it all! 
Finally, Rugby Union- the game 
they made in Heaven - so they 
say. Doubtless our mate will 
immediately slot in the first XV, 
alongside CC and Waterloo!

Gareth, truly rest in peace, 
good man, and so many sincere 
thanks from us all.

Geoffrey Mackenzie

Patrick Clement Ferguson
1969

It was his fellow rugby player, 
Frank Pennington, who sadly 
reported that Patrick had died 
on August 8th. Patrick and 
Frank also shared First Year 
lodgings in Upton. Patrick was 
a gifted artist, and studied Art 
and Subsidiary P E. He played 
many games on the right wing 
for the College 1stXV in his first 
year. Frank also referred to a 
work of art Patrick had brought 
into College, which is where our 
next contributor, Fiona Roberts, 
former Alumni Development 
Officer truly correlates, and 
linked to us all as Alumni, and 
our Christian Foundations, as 
always expressed at Graduation 
ceremonies.

Fiona’s anecdote refers to 
a time around 2013-16 when 
Patrick arrived unannounced in 
the Alumni Office, taking in a 
very old print from an etching. 
The picture was of our Chapel 
(built by first students nearly 200 
years ago!), but from a different 

perspective from any seen 
before. Patrick said that he had 
kept it for many years, and had 
received it from a friend’s father, 
who knew he had studied at 
Chester College. The picture was 
framed and placed in the Senior 
Common Room. The image was 
also included on the Alumni 
Window, a project in which I was 
heavily involved as an Alumni 
Executive member, together 
with our late Peter Thompson 
and Pat Ransome.

Patrick did not appear 
to have kept in touch with 
many over the years and 
had continued his love of art 
throughout his life. As Year 
Secretary, I remember him 
joining us at the 2016 Reunion, 
and as Fellow Art student Peter 
Drinkwater said, he displayed ‘a 
quiet calm persona’, and another 
fellow Art student, Angela 
Pattinson described him as, ‘a 
lovely guy - a talented artist, and 
also a true gentleman’. That says 
everything!

Geoffrey Mackenzie
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DECEASED  
STAFF

David Hooper
1958-1983

David was born in Chester and 
after his honour’s degree in 
Physics at Liverpool University 
and teaching at the King’s 
School, Macclesfield, he was 
appointed lecturer in Maths 
and Science at Chester Training 
College for teachers in 1958 and 
eventually became Head of the 
Science department.

When he started at college 
it was a church teacher training 
college for men with only 
13 members of staff. He was 
involved in many changes 
notably the expansion to 
taking women and becoming a 
University college of Liverpool 
University. He had retired 
before it became a fully-fledged 
university and of course vastly 
larger. At the same time, he was 
an active member of the Liberal 

party holding several offices and 
serving on the Parish and District 
councils, doing much to help 
individual people’s problems. He 
was also fully involved in running 
a Chester scout group.

In 1962 he took a year’s 
course at Churchill College, 
Cambridge in History and 
Philosophy of Science. His 
interest was moving towards 
the historical side, and he 
introduced a new course Liberal 
Studies in Science into the 
science department at Chester 
College. In 1982 he retired early 
from college because his hearing 
was getting too poor. After he 
retired from the college, he 
expanded his interest in antique 
photographs into a business.

On a more personal level, 
David and Joyce enjoyed their 
60th wedding anniversary a 
few years ago. As a parent 
and a grandparent, he was an 
educator, always taking the 
time to teach and make facts 
interesting.  He loved to travel 
and enjoyed film, photography, 
genealogy and local history and 
various combinations of these! 

In his words he was a man of 
wide interests and enjoyed life 
to the full. Evidence shows he 
helped so many people from 
completely different walks of 
life. He held strong views on 
certain matters and was an 
early interventionist in the need 
for sustainable energy and 
environmental issues.

He will be greatly missed 
by his family who cared for 
him with great attention and 
understanding in his final years 
until the age of 91.

Margaret Hooper

Sally Heaney
1968-2003

Many alumni colleagues 
were saddened to hear of the 
death of Sally Heaney, a tutor at 
Chester from 1968 until 2003. 
She was a lively and influential 
teacher, with passions for the 
education of young children and 
for social justice. It took tenacity 
at times to get those two 
concerns into teacher education. 
She always questioned the 
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notion of teacher “training”; 
for Sally, teaching was a deeply 
intellectual, political and a social 
engagement.

These values were reflected 
in a remarkable initiative with 
which one of us (Richard) 
was involved with in the early 
1970s. Sally launched the 
Chester College Playgroup, a 
voluntary activity for students 
targeting children from socially 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Impact was enhanced when a 
double decker bus was acquired 
and taken into communities. This 
project’s funding reflected Sally’s 
creativity and imagination; 
thousands of knitted coloured 
squares were formed into an 
enormous scarf launched in the 
city of Sally’s birth at Liverpool 
FC. The venture made it into the 

national news media. Great fun 
it was but it was also a deep and 
formative learning experience. 
Sally’s connecting of education 
with social action underpinned 
much of our later careers and 
lives.

This lifelong commitment 
to education as a means of 
social change was rooted in 
her own experiences. Her 
navigation through the often-
exclusionary processes of an 
academic girls’ grammar school 
in the 1950s had not always 
been easy. She was advised 
not to apply to go to higher 
education. Yet she progressed 
to Keele University, doing 
influential research in science 
education before teaching 
in primary and secondary 
schools.  She published in 

academic journals, unusual for 
tutors in those days, and in the 
1990s she did a PhD at Exeter 
University. After “retirement” 
she continued teaching at 
Masters and doctoral levels 
at the Open University. There, 
she helped many teachers gain 
higher qualifications; she gave 
me (Colin) encouragement to 
get a Masters degree and go 
into University teaching and 
research. 

We know that many, many 
students owe her a lot. We 
hope that is some comfort 
to her husband, Peter, her 
children, Anna and John, and her 
grandchildren.

Colin Mills and Richard Sidley 
(1970-1974)

Development and
Alumni Relations


