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The University has decided to ring 
the changes in terms of the way 
that it keeps its former students 
in touch with events. We have 
decided to move to two editions 
of The Cestrian per year, which 
enables us to communicate on 
a more regular basis with our 
former students.  

The last few months have been 
both challenging and stimulating, 
as the Government has introduced 

radical new changes as to how higher education is funded, placing 
an increased emphasis on students contributing to the cost of 
their education; albeit that they won’t have to start repaying their 
student loan until they earn over £21,000 per year, and even then 
they won’t make a full contribution until they earn over £42,000 
per year. The University has carefully evaluated its options and 
although in an ideal world it would wish to see students pursue 

their studies without high tuition fees, has decided to propose a tuition fee 
of £9,000 per year.  However, in keeping with its inclusive social mission, 
the University will be providing a raft of scholarships and bursaries that it 
anticipates will cover about 40% of its student body. The maximum bursary 
will be £3,000 per year.

The University continues to develop in a number of fascinating areas 
such as the provision of services to business, applied research and an 
increasing involvement in training and continuing professional development 
that complement its core commitment to undergraduate and postgraduate 
education. The Faculty of Education and Children’s Services was given 
recognition by Ofsted as ‘outstanding.’ This singular accolade reflects the 
huge amount of hard work that the Dean, Anna Sutton, and her team have 
contributed over the past year. Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector for Teacher 
Training commented most favourably on the exceptional commitment 
of the staff and the marvellous new facilities that the Faculty enjoys at 
the Riverside Campus. The Campus was commissioned for student use in 
September 2010 for all of its education, nursing, midwifery and social care 
courses. These are based in the impressive buildings that the University 
acquired on the demise of the former Cheshire County Council. This has 
created a landmark facility which gives the University a prominent site 
within the Chester Walls, with spectacular views over the River Dee and 
to the Welsh hills. This in turn enabled the Chester Business School to 
relocate to the Westminster Building on the Main Campus.  

In parallel with these developments, the University saw the culmination 
of its investment at the Kingsway Campus with a new gallery and 50 offices 
opening last September. Sports continue to be a prominent area of student 
activity with our various clubs achieving outstanding inter-varsity results.  
Students have also distinguished themselves in a variety of volunteering 
activities which have been of great benefit to our local communities.  

During the past few months the University has attracted a number 
of distinguished guests, including senior representatives from the three 
main political parties and guest lecturers from, amongst others, the Poet 
Laureate, Carol Anne Duffy and Lord Justice Maurice Kay. The University 
has attracted a large number of international conferences to the Chester 
Campus.  Colleagues have published extensively with, on average, a book 
appearing each week. The University has also developed its international 
profile, with a number of partnership agreements with universities in 
China, India and the United States being concluded, as well as on-going 
work with universities such as Bethlehem, Hedmark and St Petersburg.  
There has been significant progress with the Kisiizi project, whereby the 
University and Countess of Chester Hospital have provided professional 
training for nearly 100 nurses in Southern Uganda. 

Rediscovering the traditions of the past, the University has developed 
an academy jointly with the Diocese, based on two former high schools in 
Ellesmere Port. The improvement in results through the links with our staff 
and students has been amongst the best in the country.  

As ever, the University has sought to recognise the contribution of 
others to its success and, in particular, that of Cheshire and Warrington, 
conferring honorary degrees on David Briggs, John Caley, Ken Dodd OBE, 
the Earl of Derby, Tim Firth, Shane Flynn, Prof Edward Gregson, Peter 
Roberts, Sandra Rudd, Josephine Sykes, Jeremy Taylor and the Rt Rev 
Bishop Brian Noble Bishop of Shrewsbury. 

I hope that the progress that the University continues to make will 
always acknowledge the contribution that former students have made, 
and continue to make, to the life of the University. I look forward to seeing 
many of you at our reunion this September.

canon Prof t J wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal
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ON THE SCENT OF A SAFER FUTURE 
feature

When the term ‘sniffer dog’ is mentioned, 
most people think of the creatures seen in 
ports and airports across the world hunting 
for drugs and other smuggled contraband.

However, a former Animal Welfare and 
Behaviour student from the University is using 
her knowledge and enthusiasm for animals to 
work with ‘man’s best friend’ in a whole new 
variety of ways, from aiding the conservation of 
endangered cheetahs in Africa, to identifying 
the use of illegal fertilisers, and even locating 
rare species of bat.

Combining her love of hands-on practical 
work with a passion and intrigue for Biology, 
Louise Wilson leapt head-first into her career 
at Wagtail UK, a Flintshire-based dog training 
company with whom she started working 
shortly after leaving University. Initially 
starting as a volunteer, she has now worked 
her way up to her current position of Head 
Trainer at the company.

Having worked with sniffer dogs at the 
likes of Wembley Stadium, the Paris Air 
Show and on board the QE2, Louise has 
a wealth of experience in handling them, 
and as a keen dog owner herself, she is 
only too happy to try out new ways in 
which to use an animal’s talents.

Louise said: “There are many ways in 
which we can work with the dogs, and we 
get new offers and enquiries all the time. It’s 
an exciting job to be in, and I walk around 
with a smile on my face - I love it.

“When it comes to working with the 
bomb disposal dogs, I sometimes get a 

few strange looks as it’s a predominantly 
male-orientated profession, but that 

only motivates me to go further.”
Although the work is both 

exciting and rewarding, there 
are also some drawbacks 
to working with the dogs, 
especially when some are 
her own.

She added: “One of the dogs we use for 
bomb disposal is my own, so sometimes 
I do get a bit twitchy and a bit worried 
when looking for explosives, but I think 
that’s natural. You have to take yourself 
out of the situation and forget what you’re 
doing to a certain extent. We do courses 
on explosives, so we know what to look for 
and where to look for it. 

“The only problem with that is 
everywhere I go when I’m off-duty, I still 
find myself looking at things in a different 
way and checking out places where I’m 
sitting!

“It’s the same with the drugs busts. 
We often work with North Wales Police to 
do drugs searches at properties. Because 
of the job the dogs do, we have to keep 
the exact location of the training base a 
closely guarded secret so they cannot be 
harmed.”

Her long-standing fascination with 
Biology has led her to work with dogs in 
new ways. Last summer, Louise was in 
South Africa, although unlike many, rather 
than watching the World Cup, she had 
entirely different motives for being there.

Louise said: “We were approached by 
the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) to ask 
if it would be possible to use sniffer dogs 
to find cheetah droppings. This would help 
track the animals and their diets, as well 
as gaining an idea of their numbers, thus 
aiding their conservation.

“I travelled to South Africa to complete 
a 10 day feasibility study, and the EWT is 
now putting money in to help set that up. 
It’s a really exciting project.

“We are also now working with the EWT 
in other areas too, such as finding the nests 
of the endangered blue swallows, to prove 
that the nests may be re-used by the birds 
several years after they were initially built.”

The broad range of jobs that the sniffer 
dogs are now used for is exceptional. 
Wagtail has provided dogs for pest control, 
live body detection and to hunt out the 
use of illegal fertilisers in the agricultural 
world, not to mention dogs which are 
skilled in sniffing out snares to prevent 
illegal poaching.

But when asked whether there is one 
dream area, for which Louise would love to 
use her dogs, it’s an easy answer for her.

She said: “I would love somehow to 
use dogs to aid conservation of primates! 
There is an ever increasing number of 
surveying techniques, and if we could 
adapt them somehow to help in the 
conservation of primates, then that would 
be amazing for me. It would be a dream to 
be the next Jane Goodall!”

For more information on Wagtail 
UK and its work, visit the website at  
www.wagtailuk.com. 

It’s a dog’s life!  Louise with two of her 
canine companions
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Armed with some very grand designs, an expert from the 
Department of History and Archaeology, has been the recent star 
of Channel 4 series, ‘Rome Wasn’t Built in a Day’.

Professor Dai Morgan Evans spent six months designing an 
authentic Roman villa, which was constructed on an historical 
site in Wroxeter, near Shrewsbury, where a great Roman city once 
stood. He worked alongside a team of six skilled craftsmen, who 
had to ditch their modern day tools and machinery, in favour of 
implements and materials from the 4th-century AD. 

 The Professor visited the site every two weeks to oversee its 
gradual construction and ensure the accuracy of the build. He 
advised on everything, from giant timber frames to tiny mosaics 
and Roman window coverings.

Professor Morgan Evans became interested in the Romans 
when he was brought up in Chester. He read Archaeology at 
university and has worked in the field ever since.

He said: “In between site visits I was back at home and in 
libraries answering questions on specific things. I suggested what 
they should be doing but tried to give the builders as free a hand 
as possible to bring their experience into the task.

 “It was a learning experience for them, and it was also a 
learning experience for me to learn from them what’s possible, 
what might work and what wouldn’t. It was a sort of experimental 
archaeology.”

Dr Keith McLay, Head of History and Archaeology at the 
University said: “It was excellent that Dai was involved with the 
project. It reflected Chester’s emerging national and international 
presence within the archaeological firmament. I was also thrilled 
that some of our Level 6 students were able to visit the production 
site as part of their field work module on which Dai teaches. It 
will have been an invaluable experience for them to have been 
involved in such a project.”

in the media

Harmonious hit with Great 
British Barbershop Boys
A Commercial Music Production graduate from the Warrington Campus is 
one quarter of Sony’s latest million-pound signing.

Alan Hughes, 24, from Warrington and tenor in the group, the Great 
British Barbershop Boys, was thrilled to receive the offer from the record 
giant after being discovered while representing the UK at the International 
Barbershop Convention in Philadelphia.

In addition to releasing its first album Christmas Time which was a 
great chart success, the group has received a great deal of media coverage 
including appearances on The Alan Titchmarsh Show, Ruth Jones’s Christmas 
Cracker, The Wright Stuff, Daybreak and ITN News, and BBC Radio 2. 

This year, the group will be concentrating on live performances and is 
currently on a national tour.

Professor Dai Morgan Evans

Work in progress 

Alan Hughes (first left), a quarter of the Great 
British Barbershop Boys

There’s no place like Rome
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Millions of people tune in to listen to him 
and his comedy partner Chris Moyles 
on BBC Radio 1’s Breakfast Show each 
weekday morning, but this year the 
funnyman behind the voice became a 
regular face on the latest series of Dancing 
on Ice.

 Dave Vitty (also known as ‘Comedy 
Dave’), a former Warrington student who 
graduated in Media Studies and Business 
Management in 1995, donned a pair of 
ice skates and a plethora of colourful 
and exotic  costumes, to entertain ITV1 
audiences  during the Sunday night prime 

time show. Together with his skating partner 
Frankie, they danced their way through the 
competition performing to songs such as 
The Safety Dance and Harry Connick Jnr’s 
version of The Way You Look Tonight. 

Having never skated before signing up 
to Dancing on Ice, Dave admitted to being 
more nervous about the clothing than the 
judges’ comments.

 “I was worried about trying to squeeze 
myself into some of the sequinned outfits! 
I fully expected some nasty comments and 
for Jason [the judge] to take me to pieces 
about leg lines and not smiling.”

Unfortunately, two out of the 
three judges voted the duo out of the 
competition on week six of the series. 

Despite not reaching the final, Dave 
admits that Dancing on Ice was a great 
experience and that he and Frankie made 
the perfect partnership.

He said: “I had such an amazing time. 
Frankie was amazing to work with. I really 
enjoyed every minute of it.

“We had a real laugh and took the 
mickey out of each other on a daily basis 
but always got loads of work done. She 
pushed me and I learnt a lot.”

Duffy makes acting debut
It’s not always easy for a musician to make the transition from the UK to the US 
but having topped the charts in this country and finding huge success in America, 
Welsh singing sensation and former Chester and Warrington student Duffy, appears 
to be going from strength to strength.

Not only has she released a second album entitled Endlessly, and won several 
prestigious music industry awards, but she has now also made her film debut in 
Patagonia. The film directed by Welsh-born Marc Evans, sees Duffy plays Sissy a 
young Welsh girl who forms a romance with an Argentinian on holiday in Wales. 
She also contributes two songs to the soundtrack of the film. The film premiered at 
the Seattle International Film Festival and was released in UK cinemas nationwide 
in early March.  

In addition to her success on the big screen and in the music charts, Duffy 
recently followed in the footsteps of stars such as Kylie, Britney Spears and fellow 
British actress Minnie Driver, by gracing the front cover of Marie Claire magazine 
in February.

in the media

Comedy Dave gets his skates on

Duffy plays ‘Sissy’ in Patagonia

Dave Vitty on his graduation day

Finding his feet on the ice
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university news

University in top UK five
Figures released by the University and College Admissions Service (UCAS) show 
the University of Chester to be the fourth highest university in terms of its growing 
popularity out of all the UK’s 318 institutions providing higher education.

According to the latest statistics, the University has also gained the highest 
increase in applications for degree courses of any North West university, with an 
additional 4,153 applicants this year.

Professor Tim Wheeler, the University’s Vice-Chancellor, said: “The UCAS data 
demonstrates a significant success story for Chester and Warrington, in addition to 
the University itself.

“Students contribute immeasurably to the economic and cultural life of the two areas 
and a regular, steady influx of talented new blood reinforces their energy and diversity.”

The number of applications for entry in 2011 has risen to 23,387, and is expected 
to reach 25,000 by the end of the current admissions cycle, so with a ratio of at least 
nine applications per place, competition for a place at the University is fierce.  

University acquires rare ‘Lady  
with the Lamp’ Crimean letter
More than 150 years after it was written, 
a moving and poignant letter written by 
Florence Nightingale has been purchased by 
the University for its Museum Collection. 

The autographed letter, which was 
written to the sister of a man grieving for 
news of his missing son in the Crimean War, 
was bought for £500 in a sale at Peter Wilson 
Auctioneers in Nantwich. 

Sent in an envelope with a black wax 
seal, the nurse expresses her fears that 
Gunner Howell Evans, of the No. 1 Company, 
12th Battalion, Royal Artillery, might have 
perished during the ‘fearful’ winter of 1855.

Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, Professor 
of Health and Social Care at the University, 
who bid in the saleroom for the lot on the 
University’s behalf, said that the acquisition is of great significance for the institution, 
renowned for its reputation in nursing education. 

The letter now takes pride of place in the University’s museum collection of Health and 
Social Care artefacts, housed within the new Riverside Building alongside the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care. 

Throughout 2010, a colourful trail of 
fibreglass rhinos descended upon Chester. 

As part of Rhino Mania organised by 
Chester Renaissance, the Faculty of Applied 
and Health Sciences sponsored one of 
the three-feet-high rhinoceros replicas, 
which was painted by a group of Fine Art 
students. Following the brief, ‘representing 
a biological theme’ the design took the 
form of the anatomy of the Black Rhino and 
the work of art took pride of place at Bridge 
Gate, by the River Dee. 

The animal is often hunted for its horn, 
which some conservationists remove 
prematurely to prevent poachers from 
killing the creatures. In order to highlight 
the conservation message surrounding the 
species, the students came up with the idea 
of removing the horn from the statue. 

Biology student and project manager, 
Helen Cooper, and Biological Sciences 
lecturer Dr Paul O’Donoghue, supported 
the students throughout the project.

Dr O’Donoghue said, “I think that Rhino 
Mania was a fantastic opportunity all round 
and it was great for the University to do 
something significant to raise awareness of 
the conservation work that is being done to 
help the Black Rhino.”

As an expert on the Black Rhino, he 
focussed his PhD on a unique group of 
the species in North West Namibia, which 
are the only truly free-living population 
left in Africa. 

In addition to spending his time 
working to ensure the long term viability 
of the herd, he worked with Save the Rhino 
Trust and the Ministry of the Environment 
whilst visiting the country. He hopes to 
firm up plans for student trips to Namibia 
later this year.

Rhino Mania hits Chester!

The finished rhino near the River Dee

Fine Art students Nathan Tomlinson, 
Georgina Thomas, Julia Elpers 
and Samantha Quigley with rhino 
conservation expert Dr Paul O'Donoghue

Dr Paul O’Donoghue with rhinos in 
Namibia

Professor Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead 
with the letter penned by Florence 
Nightingale to the father of a soldier 
missing in the Crimea



The Cestrian 2011          7

new facilities update

Business is 
booming 
for new 
University 
initiative
On the Main Campus in Chester, 
an enterprise bringing together 
the expertise of selected Computer 
Science and Information Systems 
students, IT professionals and senior 
academic staff has been established 
to offer customised software and 
web development solutions to 
businesses.

The Informatics Centre was 
initially given funding from the 
Knowledge Transfer Unit at the 
University, as well as from the 
Northwest Regional Development 
Agency, to start up the initiative 
which has since become a fully self-
reliant business. 

Led by a core staff team, and 
managed by former Students’ 
Union President and Network and 
Communication Systems graduate 
Steve Westgarth, the Centre employs 
a small number of students. Through 
working with the team, they are able 
to gain industry experience with 
external clients, whilst completing 
their Computer Science degrees at 
Chester. 

Third-year Alex Jones said: 
“Working at the Informatics Centre 
is great. I can manage it around my 
timetable, get paid for the work 
I do and the main benefit is that 
it helps with all my web based 
modules and assignments. All 
the skills that I have learnt in the 
workplace will help me to secure a 
job when I graduate.”

Some of the Informatics 
Centre’s latest clients include small 
businesses such as Hope Street Ltd, 
TW Languages, and Coconut Design 
and Print.

For more information about 
what the Informatics Centre could 
do for you or your business, visit  
www.informaticscentre.co.uk, follow 
@InformaticsCent on Twitter or call 
01244 511511

The coolest place on campus 
Over on the Warrington Campus, an innovative business has been established enabling 
graduates, current students and staff to utilise their skills and talents in the creative 
industries.

Based at the Department of Media, The Hot Room brings together the creative 
genres of events management, public relations, advertising, video, radio, television, 
graphic design and commercial music production all under one roof. Senior staff within 
the Department, all with a wide range of media experience, oversee the work undertaken 
by The Hot Room team. 

Providing all the services that a large agency can offer, working for The Hot Room 
gives its participants the chance to focus on projects for clients whilst building up their 
portfolios and earning money at the same time. 

One of the first projects for the Hot Room to complete was designing and producing a 
series of vivid murals to go on display on the walls of the Martin Building on campus. The 
project was led by recent graduate Chris Beck who has hopes for further collaboration 
with The Hot Room in the future.

To find out more about working with the Hot Room contact Mick Farr, Project Manager, 
on 01925 534230 or e-mail mick@thehotroom.co.uk

New Centre to open for business
A new £6 million, business-facing facility, focused on making a positive impact on 
the region’s economy, is being set up at the University. Based in the annex of the 
new Riverside Building, the Riverside Innovation Centre will aim to create a synergy 
between businesses, academics and existing business support agencies, to increase 
knowledge exchange in the area.

The Centre will house high quality conference facilities, including a video 
conferencing (tele-presence) suite and meeting rooms, which will be available for 
companies to hire. Firms will also be able to access University expertise and liaise 
with external agencies linked to the Centre, including the Chamber of Commerce, 
Business Link and a number of Sector Skills Councils. 

The Centre will also operate 15 business incubation units to help nurture new 
businesses. These will be aimed primarily, but not exclusively, at graduates – both 
from the University and those returning to the area. The new businesses will 
benefit from being in close proximity to academic expertise and external agencies 
who can offer support and guidance.

For further information please call 01244 511227 
or email hello@riversideinnovation.co.uk

Graduate Chris Beck with one of the Warrington graphic panels
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Since the last issue of The Cestrian, the University has seen a significant 
new addition to its property portfolio in the form of what had been the 
headquarters of Cheshire County Council.

Following a phased withdrawal of the current Cheshire West and 
Chester Council staff, who vacated the premises in June, University staff 
and contractors worked tirelessly to ensure that in just three months 
the premises were ready for the start of the new academic year in 
September. 

Named ‘Riverside Campus’ due to its location on the banks of the 
River Dee, the building is now occupied by the Faculties of Health and 
Social Care and Education and Children’s Services, together with the 
University’s Marketing, Recruitment and Admissions Department.

The former Council Chamber has been converted into Riverside’s 
Main Lecture Theatre with retractable seating for approximately 200 
and a large screen with the latest audio-visual equipment, capable of 
showing widescreen, Blu-ray and HD films. The character of the original 
room has been preserved, including the distinctive lighting. A practical 
addition is the new sprung floor which enables the space to be used for 
performance purposes when the seating is pushed back.

Purpose-built clinical skills labs for nursing and midwifery students 
recreate a controlled, but realistic, hospital ward environment, where 
computerised mannequins simulate medical conditions and indicate 
effective treatment.

 Similarly, art and design studio spaces, technology and science 
laboratories and an art therapy room replicate school settings, with a 
wealth of teaching aids.

Riverside site also houses its own two-storey library offering students 
the opportunity to study individually or in groups. ‘Spaces’ rooms give 
access to video-conferencing, viewing and podcasting facilities. Users 
are able to borrow and return books without the need to queue at the 
counter, with the use of a self service system which incorporates Radio 
Frequency Identification. 

Dining@Dee, offers a selection of refreshments in a modern, 
sophisticated setting and multi-purpose spaces also give students an 
opportunity to relax and meet up between lectures. 

While work got under way to ensure that the building was ready on 
time, preparations on the University’s Main Campus and other locations, 
involved approximately 450 academic and support staff packing up 
their belongings and relocating to the new offices in summer 2010. 

The move to Riverside has resulted in improvements being made 
to accommodation elsewhere. Library space on the Main Campus has 
been increased, while the Department of Careers and Employability 
now has a larger base in the Molloy Building. With the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care vacating the Westminster Building, the Faculty 
of Business, Enterprise and Lifelong Learning has moved into more 
extensive, dedicated facilities. 

It is hoped that visitors to the University will find the Riverside 
Building welcoming, stimulating and educational and that they will 
participate in some of the culturally enriching activities there, such as 
public lectures and screenings of ‘art-house’ films, which are planned 
for the future.

 The official opening of the site should take place later this year.

The Main Lecture Theatre, once the Council ChamberDining@Dee offers refreshments in a relaxed and stylish setting

The extensive new library facilities at Riverside

The former County Hall building has been transformed into the 
University’s Riverside Building

new facilities update
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The considerable efforts undertaken 
by year Secretaries to gather 
information about their fellow 
former students are greatly 
appreciated.

The University respectfully requests 
that specific medical details 
should only be submitted if the 
person being mentioned has given 
their permission to year note 
Secretaries for that information to 
be published.

1937 
My year has been rather busy. 

I still continue with my bridge playing, 
support of local hostelries, visiting relatives 
and dining with the family two or three 
times per week. 

Last June, I was installed as a Freeman of 
the Metropolitan Borough of Bury where I 
served for 15 years as Leader of the Council 
and as Mayor. I have cut down my 'President 
list', holding just three such posts. 

I am still asked to speak at various 'dos', 
so nowadays I go prepared! At the Sailing 
Club, I am regarded as a 'treasure' because 
of my age and because I am one of the 
few remaining founder members of the 
modern Club. 

Last weekend, I travelled down to 
London to go to see England play France, 
at Twickenham. What a weekend! My 
grandson, Ralf, had invited my daughter, 
Gill, her partner, John, and me. Gill hired a 
wheelchair for me–just as well–so we went 
in style. Ralf had arranged a box at the 
ground, so we were pampered from start–
first class travel–to finish, at the Hilton. 
We ate lunch in the box before the match 
began and, I have to say, I've rarely been 
given so much gin in one glass before. And 
England won! Gill's weekend was crowned 
by a kiss from Jonny Wilkinson.

When I first took my wife, the stands 
were draughty. The second time, Marjorie 
went prepared, having bought a pair of 
what were thereafter known in the family 
as her 'Twickers Knickers'.

Regards. Bert Little

1948
Again this year we managed to arrange two 
reunions for the few of us still able to make 
the effort to attend. 

The first was an impromptu affair, 
when I discovered that 2010 was the 75th 

anniversary of the Head of the River Race. 
As David Greenlees, Geoff Topp, and myself 
were members of the College Eight that 
took part in 1948, we, together with our 
wives, decided to celebrate by spending 
the weekend in Chester.

We were accorded a very warm welcome 
by current members of the University 
Rowing Club, given a tour of the boathouse–
the one that we used 62 years ago and still 
shared with the Grosvenor Rowing Club–
and photographed in the company of the 
current Eight and Club members. Certainly 
a photograph to treasure!

Before the races, it being very cold and 
wet, we enjoyed a convivial lunch in a 
riverside cafe.

Our second reunion, in September, was 
held as usual in Rossett Hall Hotel. Those 
present were: David and Ruth Greenlees; 
Don and Barbara Higginbotham; Norman 
and Florence Machin; Anne Cooke; Joy 
Daffon; Phyllis Steele; and Caryl and myself. 
Unfortunately, Geoff and Gillian Topp were 
unable to attend and were greatly missed.

Though we did nothing really exciting, we 
enjoyed one another's company, recalled 
old times, visited Chester and the river–
lunched in the Grosvenor–and toured the 
local garden centre! It was, as usual, most 
enjoyable, and we shall continue to meet 
each September for as long as we are able.

Finally–my usual plea–please get in 
touch with any news about yourself or 
former colleagues.

David Lewis Tel: 01656 818754 
email: carylmarcus@btinternet.com

1951
May I wish all our year a very happy and 
healthy 2011 and thank those who have 
been in touch.

These will be my last year notes as I am not 
well and am finding the task more arduous 
as each year passes. I was in hospital three 
times last year with kidney stones and my 
diabetes has now affected my legs so that 
I have difficulties walking and it has cost 
me my driving. This has been a big loss to 
me. My thanks go to Derek Rawsthorne and 
Barry Wademan who have been excellent in 
their notes to me. Incidentally Barry shares 
my exact birthday.

So please accept my apologies as my 
work as Secretary comes to an end.

Best wishes to all my year.
Roy Schofield
Anyone from the 1951 group who is 

interested in contributing year notes, should 
call Amy Jones on 01244 511091 or email  
amy.jones@chester.ac.uk

1952
I have very little to report on, particularly 
as there were few of us at Reunion last 
September, and I learned little from your 
Christmas cards, though thanks for them.

George and Ivy Hurst were missing 
from Reunion as he was taken ill in the city 
centre on the Saturday morning, and was 
promptly redirected to the city hospital 
for examination. He did get home that 
weekend and is now receiving treatment. 

Half a dozen of us made Reunion and all 
reported well. Do keep active and well, and 
in touch at any time and with news of any 
other ‘52ers

Ken Wyatt

1953
The 2010 Reunion proved very enjoyable 
with 16 of us together once again. As usual 
Jeff Steele, Norman Green and I travelled 
together but by train for the first time, and 
we were joined by Eric Henderson and 
Eric Foster who motored south from the 
North-East, Alan Nicholls, Stuart Osborne, 
Fred Whyatt, Dave Tipper, Jimmy Nelson, 
Wynn Jones, Tony Sadler, Alan Heaton, 
George Holland, Brian Platt and Stuart 
Osborne. Brian remarried last year, at 
80, and it was a pleasure that his wife, 
Betty, accompanied him and thus joined 
Margaret Sadler and Brenda Holland 
in our company. On the Friday some of 
us journeyed by bus to Liverpool to be 
met by Stuart Osborne who once again 
provided us with a very interesting tour 
of part of the city. The Saturday gathering 
saw the passage of years slip away as we 
reminisced of times in Chester nearly 60 
years ago, remembering friends, doings 
and the luxury of Top John, Bottom John, 
Arcadia and Rookery!

Christmas brought many cards and 
letters and it was great to hear from all, 
despite news of various medical conditions, 
some more serious than others, but then 
most of us are now in our eighties so I 
suppose we can expect some age related 
problems! Dave Tipper has finally given up 
jogging; Tony Sadler has given up driving; 
but Warwick Tart steers clear of medical 
problems by running up and down stairs 
10 times per day, so I have asked him to 
double that for me and thus keep me 
going. Those I have not had contact with 
during the year are Keith Henney, Gordon 
Whitworth, Colin Vokes, Alan Crowther 
and Mike Mayer, so if you have any news of 
them please let me know.

Reunion this year will mark the 60th 
anniversary of our arrival at Chester so if 
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you can manage to be there on Saturday, 
September 10 it will make the occasion all 
that more special.

Keep well and keep in touch. 
Alwyn Peel

1955
I reflect that I have done very little this 
year as your Year Secretary. 2010 has not 
been a good year for me, having acquired 
a dreadful dose of Bulloud pemphigoid 
(see Google for details). Unfortunately 
the prescribed steroids and other forms 
of medication played havoc with my 
diabetes and I was whipped into hospital in 
Harrogate. I am now injecting insulin and I 
am improving, though slowly.

Over the year I had several welcome 
‘phone calls including some from Dave 
Evans who, in February, told me of the 
spread of his cancer, but he was cheerful 
and not in pain; tired but not feeling ill. His 
medication was limited because of his age. 
Despite it all he was looking forward to the 
next Reunion. Sadly, a ‘phone call from Les 
Blease reported Dave’s death in July.

Ken Roscoe keeps up his cheerful calls 
despite the effects of the ageing process. 
He is suffering from eye problems and has 
had an operation following a fall. Trevor 
Goddard claims he is playing his best golf 
ever and Tony Jarvis rang to tell me he is 
off to New Zealand to attend a wedding. 
Harry Parr had his usual stay in Palm 
Springs followed by a break in San Diego in 
October. Peter Gartside fell downstairs in 
the dark and broke an ankle.

Roy Owen is well and attends the gym 
every day, also having several holidays 
and he is kept busy at his Lodge. Jack 
Mills reports continual visits to his GP and 
clinics. I had a cheery call from Terry Davis 
who is enjoying his retirement. He has 
resigned from several chairmanships and 
he and Rosemary are looking forward to 
two cruises. Don Parkinson is feeling the 
aches and pains of growing old (aren’t 
we all?), and Phil Hornbrook hopes to 
meet ‘the old 55ers’ at the next reunion. 
Bill Murray’s wife Di wrote to say Bill was 
recovering from a short stay in hospital, 
but they keep battling on. Jim and Diane 
Howells visited Bill when they were at the 
last Reunion. Alan Beaumont’s wife wrote 
to say that Alan now enjoys a new lease 
of life, following surgery. Des Mellings 
tells me his GP keeps him mobile, but only 
locally.

Cards were also received from Gordon 
Borebank, John Millington, Jim Howells, 
Norman Gittins, Trevor Goddard, Frank 
Chadwick, Les Blease, Peter Robinson, 

George Ellison, Doug Bruns and Alex Hardy, 
but with no information to pass on.

Please keep in touch. Your cards, letters 
and calls are most welcome and they help 
to get these notes compiled and to pass on 
news to the other members in our group.

From January 2011, my new address 
is 11 Hall Park Close, Horsforth, Leeds 
LS18 5LS and my ‘phone number is 0113 
2818840. 

Best wishes, and I hope to see you at 
the next reunion.

Eric Laws

1956
For news, I am again indebted to the 
faithful few.

Brian Langan has been diagnosed with a 
painful condition for which he is receiving 
treatment.

Doug McDonald was pleased that the 
five-year check on his right hip showed all 
was fine. However, wear and tear on the 
left hip may require attention.

In November, Roy Thompson found 
that he was unable to walk more than 20 
yards. This resulted in an operation, which 
was successful but has left him with a few 
complications.

Derek Tipton had surgery which has 
meant that he has had to put the brake on 
many former activities.

Happily, Brian Wilson, Phil Faragher, 
Brian Ingham, David Higgins, Arthur 
Roberts and John William Thompson were 
pleased to report that they, like myself, 
have maintained health and strength.

David Higgins enjoyed his year as Mayor 
of Trafford. He is still a councillor and chairs 
the committee responsible for safety at 
sports grounds ranging from tiny places to 
Manchester United and Lancashire County 
Cricket Grounds. 

During a Lake District holiday, Donald 
Bowman was pleased to find his home 
town, Cockermouth, getting back to normal 
following the November 2009 floods. 

Michael Green has moved into a 
retirement home and fellow North-
Easterner John Percival, has moved to 
South West France.

As Alan Barnett’s wife was receiving 
treatment for most of 2010, he became 
head cook and bottle washer, a role that 
Brian Wainwright has performed for 
several years and his wife again had a spell 
in hospital.

In September, I completed 50 years as a 
member of what in 1960 was the College 
Club Executive Committee and which is 
now the University of Chester Alumni 
Association Executive Committee.

In 2009, I heard of the death of six of our 
year, so it was a relief to hear of only one 
in 2010 - our oldest member Ken Swales, 
aged 87.

Brian McDermott 

1957/58 
Last September’s Saturday Reunion lunch 
was attended by Les Rees, Peter Noden 
and Frances, Simon Nanson, John Slee and 
Sheila, Colin Hunt, John Smith and me. 

Sad news first. We lost Bill Ryecroft, 
Eric Marsden and Eric Stamp in 2010, 
Keith Davies the year before. As you know 
I am still playing laughable golf, with a life 
revolving around family in Australia, maybe 
even going back in September. This summer 
will also see me at the Austrian Ironman in 
Klagenfurt, supporting my lad. Last year it 
was in Nice.

Cruises were the choices of John Slee 
(Cape Verde Islands) and Peter Noden 
(Canaries and Morocco). Peter visited 
Lincolnshire in May to see Eric Stamp. 
Peter and Frances also had lunch with John 
and Peggy Proud from 1958. They returned 
for Eric’s funeral in August.

Rewards have been evident. Mike Stevens 
went to the Palace for his MBE in December, 
and Simon Nanson received an award for 
Youth and Community work from the Mayor 
of Clitheroe. Mike also reports that he is 
getting married again later in the year and is 
still threatening to visit John Slee and me.

Brian Martland survived Keswick in the 
snow and for his 80th birthday has treated 
himself to a camper van. He and Liz hope 
to visit every cathedral in the British Isles. 
Last summer Colin Hunt walked round the 
Lizard and in September did the Picos de 
Europa. Phil Lampert visited Tuscany, along 
with many other activities. 

Malcolm Burrill is enjoying visiting 
Premier League grounds with his grandson, 
watching Blackpool, and continues his full 
and active music life. Also in Cleveleys, 
Ray Hills completed an enjoyable year 
as Captain of Fleetwood Golf Club, is a 
schools’ governor, visits the gym, swims 
and was referred to recently as a ‘well 
preserved 76-year-old!’

Dave Weedall also swims and he and 
Noleen celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in July. Another seeing that 
magic number was Ray Thomas, now 
a bowler, indoors and out, when not in 
Menorca. Dave Walker golfs, gardens and 
walks, as well as helping Vera with family 
duties. Mike Duffield continues as President 
of Devon Schools Sailing Association.

Contact has also been made with John 
Baker, Ted Pilling, Eric Bolton, Les Rees, 
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Mike Johnston, John Smith and Keith and 
Dorcas Rowles. Like me, and in different 
degrees, they are still standing. 

ken Morgan

1961 
Tony Street reports he is in good health, 
continues to enjoy foreign holidays and 
will try to make the Reunion in September. 
He also informed me that Richard Jones, 
whose wife sadly died in October, now 
runs a large DIY/Merchant supplies store 
in North Wales (Mold, I believe).

Tom Jones’ travels have taken him to 
Australia and at the time of writing this he 
should be in New Zealand, where he plans 
to meet up with Trevor Smalley. Tom’s 
health, after a successful hip operation, is 
fine. He is in contact with Peter Forshaw 
who hopes to attend Reunion. Tom’s 
other news concerns ‘Miss Chester Rag 
Queen 1960’ McCready who married an 
Argentinian, entered the building trade 
and lives in South America.

Pauline Singleton’s family is well. 
Although she is recovering from a broken 
leg, as ever she is bright and cheerful in 
adversity.

Trevor Smalley has settled well into 
his new life in New Zealand where he 
regularly locates good jazz band venues. 
He still keeps in touch with the fortunes 
of Rochdale AFC and hopes to see the 
team in action in September when he 
returns to England to attend our 50th 
year of leaving College.

Other regulars at previous reunions – 
Eric Bibby, Geoffrey Trigg, Bob McGuigan, 
Norman Johnson, Dai Owen, John Westall 
and Dai Evans have reported a relatively 
clean bill of health and I hope they will be 
joined by Alec Osbaldiston, Graham Varker, 
Ron Birks, Frank Jameson and the one and 
only Peter Sharples when we assemble 
again for this year’s special anniversary.

tony robinson

1965
Next year will be special because it marks 
the 50th anniversary of when we first 
came to Chester College, as it was.

There is a strong consensus of opinion, 
initiated by the ‘faithful few’ who have 
continually kept in touch, that we should 
all make the effort to attend Reunion 2012 
to celebrate the occasion. Meanwhile, we 
will all try to contact others to encourage 
more of our year to meet up.

By the ‘faithful few’, I refer to 
approximately 20 of us who, for the last 
three years have met at Telfords Warehouse 

in Chester, usually the end of February.
If any of our year read this and want to 

get in touch, the main contacts are Doug 
Fitch 0151 334 3288, Colin Rodgers 01928 
712437 or Stan France, University of 
Chester, Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.

The University has gone from strength 
to strength and it would be a shame that 
if in our latter years we completely lost 
touch with the place where we all started 
our careers. 

We will also remember those of ’64 
and ’66. So many friendships could be 
rekindled at Reunion. 

Hoping to hear from anyone who left 
in ’65 at 0151 342 0080 or mobile 07968 
866068, for more information.

Margaret Lacey

1966
At Coniston in 2009, Colin Slater organised a 
walk along the Northumberland Coast and 
Mike Thomas, Dick Wall, Graham Howarth, 
Nick Poole, Dave Moore and I met at his 
Morpeth home last September. After wife 
Joan’s sumptuous buffet lunch we all used 
our bus passes (one benefit of being over 
60) to go to Warkworth, where we enjoyed 
a quick pint before the afternoon walk to 
our overnight stay in Alnmouth.

We slept well after an enjoyable meal 
and pub quiz and the next day walked 
through Low Newton, on to Craster, 
Dunstanburgh Castle and Embleton for 
our next stay. With sand blowing into 
our faces for most of the next morning, 
we caught the afternoon bus to our final 
destination, Bamburgh. 

Brenda and I braved December’s 
weather to join Colin and Joan, and Dave 
and his wife Viv for a couple of days at 
the Keswick hotel we’ve visited for the 
last four years. We didn’t venture too far, 
but the snow certainly added a little extra 
something to our morning lakeside stroll.

It’ll be 45 years since we left College 
this year, and the group of us who’ve 
been spending a springtime weekend 
away for the last decade or so are 
returning to Chester in early May, with 
a day at the Races on the Friday. Dave 
Moore has planned everything.

If anyone would like to join us on these 
trips, or has any other information to 
share, I’m still on 01457 870592 (e-mail 
2cricks@tiscali.co.uk )

Sadly, I have to conclude that Geoff 
Fox died last July, and we all extend 
sympathy to his wife Eunice and the rest 
of his family. 

Ian Crickett

1967
Unfortunately, I missed last year's Reunion. 

People I’ve seen or heard from: 
very enjoyable afternoons have been 
spent catching up with Brenda Crickett 
(Message) and Jo Webb (Mercer); Keith, 
Sue Cornish (Blagg) and Ann Watkins 
(Lumley). They are all well and keeping 
busy. Pete Charnock, though retired, is as 
busy as ever. 

 Last October, Ken Mackreth, Alan 
Morgan, Keith Madeley, Colin Campbell, 
Dunc Heywood, Keith Brewerton, Tony 
Morrison, Gwill Pryce, Mick Taylor, David 
Jones and Paul Millard met in Chester for 
golf and a hill walk. They intend to meet 
again this year.

 Phil Farrar is still working part-time 
at the University of Hull. He retires, all 
being well, in September and his e-mail 
is J.P.Farrar@hull.ac.uk 

Margaret Gray (Constable) spent 
most of last year travelling abroad: the 
furthest-flung were China, Aus., for the 
Melbourne test, and New Zealand.

Andrew (Stan) Matthews is retiring 
this year, having been a schools' advisor 
for six years in Peterborough. After 25 
years in Cambridge, he will move to 
Buxton where he intends to enjoy the 
grandchildren and learn to paraglide. He 
plays hockey with David Baker (1966). 
Amongst other things, they reminisce 
about the “Oy, Oy Oy-ing” between 
Fisher and Astbury. 

Phil Rainford, one of the foremost 
experts on apples and old orchards in 
Lancashire, features regularly on BBC 
Radio Lancashire and is a guru at most 
well-known Apple Days during October 
around the North. Phil Lloyd is doing well 
(Stan tells me) and has some out-of-the-
ordinary hobbies, apparently. 

Having sailed for nigh on 40 years, in 
dinghies to start with, we sadly, have sold 
our 26-foot boat. 

Hope to see you at this year's Reunion. 
<gill@little.uk.net>
Gill Little

Thank you to everyone who has 
been kind enough to submit 
obituaries over the past year. 
These will all appear in the new 
Autumn Edition of The Cestrian.  

If anyone has any other news 
that they would like to share with 
fellow alumni, please e-mail amy.
jones@chester.ac.uk  

year notes
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An oasis for alumni
The official opening of the Alumni Garden 
took place in September and coincided 
with the 2010 Alumni Association Annual 
Reunion. The Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS) silver-gilt medal-winning Garden, 
situated in front of the Beswick Building, 
was dedicated by the President of the 
University Council, the Rt Rev Dr Peter 
Forster, Lord Bishop of Chester.

2010 Reunion review 
September 2010 saw the first ever reunion of 
the University of Chester Alumni Association 
(UCAA). Prior to this, members of the Padgate 
Old Students’ Association (POSA), representing  
the Warrington Campus, held their own reunion 
at Warrington, and the Cestrian Association at 
Chester. The combined gathering set the pattern 
for our future events. It was well attended and 
generally acclaimed as the “best yet”.

A group from 40 years on arrived in force and 
added an additional special dinner event in the 
University’s dining rooms on the Friday evening.

When the Bishop of Chester dedicated the 
long awaited Alumni Garden for past and present 
staff and student members of the College and 
University, it was a moving ceremony as alumni 
remembered their departed friends.

Our guest speaker was Trevor Pountain 
who left College in 1971. He was Basketball 
captain and represented North West Colleges, 
who won the Inter Area title in 1970/71. Trevor 
is currently a Technical Commissioner for the 
International Basketball Federation and Chair 
of the British University Sports Association 
(BUSA) Basketball. 

He shared some of his many experiences 
of refereeing international basketball events,  

recounted hair-raising tales involving police 
protection and hurried escapes to airports 
in foreign climes! Despite the alarming 
experiences, Trevor continues to enjoy his 
involvement with international basketball. He 
is a Principal Lecturer and Programme Leader 
for the Digital Media group at Southampton 
Solent University. 

There was an added bonus to the festivities 
of Saturday Evening. Please read Alwyn Peel’s 
contribution below.

Numbers for the Annual Reunion this 
September will be increased by the efforts of 
Arthur Jordan and Keith (Jim) Mitchell who are 
organising a gathering of students who were in 
the former College from 1961 to 1964. The initial 
response is very good including a former student 
who is determined to make the trip from his 
present home in Australia.

Booking forms are included in this edition 
of The Cestrian, and can also be obtained online 
from the alumni website (www.chesteralumni.
com) Accommodation is all en-suite and will be 
available on campus and in John Milton Hall. 
We have a brand new dining hall and the food 
is great!

Stan France – registrar, University of 
Chester Alumni Association.

Nearly 60 years ago, 72 young men 
emerged from the former Chester College 
and went their separate ways countrywide 
to teach in a variety of schools. 

Many, in addition to their teaching 
certificate, also received the Bishop’s 
Certificate, having been judged suitable to 
participate in religious education. However, 
some years ago, during an Annual Reunion, 
one of our number revealed that he had not 
received this award and still felt aggrieved, 
even though he had long retired from the 
profession. 

Being a regular attender at reunions he 
never failed to raise the matter and about 
three years ago, at the end of lunch, he 
approached the present Bishop, sitting at 
a nearby table, discussed the matter with 
him briefly and returned smiling, bearing 
the Bishop’s signature on his menu card. 
“That will do for now!” was his comment. 

During Reunion 2010 the Vice-
Chancellor was made aware of the situation 
and after dinner made the surprise 
announcement that he had a belated 
award to make to a member of the 1953 
group. He called forth Alan Nicholls and in 
a very witty speech, made all aware that 
he wished to put right this matter and duly 
presented Alan with the Bishop’s Certificate 
for which he had waited so many years. 

Alan’s face was a picture as he received 
the valued parchment amidst the applause 
and laughter of the assembled throng, 

and he then added further to the comical 
moment by thanking the Vice-Chancellor 
but noting that, having waited nearly 60  
years, his name had now been mis-spelt! 
The name ‘Nichols’ was writ large rather 
than the correct spelling ‘Nicholls’! 

Speedily retrieving the document, 
and amidst continuing laughter, the Vice-
Chancellor threw up his hands in mock 
horror, took it away and returned within a 
few minutes to make the presentation once 
again … with a correctly spelt certificate. 

Applause all round and sincere thanks 
to all of the 1953 men, to the Vice-
Chancellor for adding a most memorable 
moment to this reunion, achieving it in 
such a humorous style, and sparing the rest 
of us from having to listen to Alan raising 
his grievance ever again.

Alwyn Peel

The Rt Rev Dr Peter Forster; Stan France, 
Registrar of the Alumni Association; 
Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Rev Ian Arch 

Alan Nicholls, Wynn Lloyd Jones, Jim 
Nelson, Fred Wyatt and Norman Green

Dave Tipper and 
Fred Whyatt

Jeffrey Steele and Norman Green

Alwyn Peel - 1953 
Year Secretary

Group from 1953 attending reunion

The saga of the infamous Bishop’s Certificate

Alan Nicholls receiving his long awaited 
Bishop’s Certificate

annual reunions
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nostalgia

The artist behind one of the centrepieces 
of the chester campus, FreDerick 
STARKEY, recalls the inspiration – and the 
politics – behind his colourful creation.

You may regard this as a confession of 
sorts, or possibly a proud claim, but it is 
fact that the steel and glass cross, which 
stands in the University grounds, has a 
history. When I constructed it in the 1980s, 
the developed world was in imminent 
danger of destroying itself, as the two 
great superpowers were locked in a deadly 
nuclear arms race. The genius leaders of 
these two states had developed and 
embraced the cunning concept of ‘Mutual 
Assured Destruction’ or MAD.

They didn’t notice that the logic of 
this less than cheerful idea was that it 
conferred a premium on the side which 
struck first. An immediate consequence of 
this so-called doctrine was the necessity 
of building as many as possible of these 
genocide bombs. There were tens of 
thousands, when a handful would be 
enough to plunge the world into a nuclear 
winter. On either side of the great divide, 
in the Pentagon and in Moscow, hundreds 
of very clever, but misguided people were 
busy identifying thousands of potential 
targets.

I thought this was a completely wacky 
idea and profoundly evil, so I joined a 
Peace Group to have my say. I was a peace 
person; not exactly the scruffy, sandal-
wearing, hopelessly naïve, other-worldly 
idealist, caricatured by some of the 
popular press, but a retired senior naval 
officer, with 16 years of service, full-time 

and part-time, in the Royal Naval Reserve. 
My friends in Wrexham, were professional 
people and mostly Christians who took the 
Christian message seriously.

Two of them were ministers of religion, 
one a Roman Catholic, the other in the 
Welsh church. They intended to hold a 
prayer meeting in Wrexham; a prayer for 
peace. My contribution was the glass and 
steel cross. I had something of a history 
of working for religion, my (unpaid) 
commissions including a mosaic of the 
Risen Christ in a new church, designing 
and mounting teaching exhibitions, and 
playing tennis with the Vicar on his slightly 
sloping tennis court!

I measured and cut the tubular and 
angled metal and a friend welded it 
together. I then cut the glass panels and 
made the glass tiles from amber glass. The 
tiles were made by fusing small pieces 
of glass on to the tile pieces, to give a 
rugged surface that would catch the light. 
On my garden patio, I showed three of 
my colleagues how to assemble the glass 
panels with temporary clips.

With the consent of the authorities we 
set this up in Lord Street, Wrexham, the 
pedestrianised main shopping street of the 
town. When it was complete, and before a 
silent crowd, I read out the International 
Prayer for Peace, and the ministers 
conducted a short service. The members 
of the public respected the authority of 
the cross, just as we did. The sun came out 
and the amber glowed.

In 1985, the cross, with the glass sealed 
to the frame, was the centrepiece in the 

one man exhibition in the Oriel at Theatr 
Clwyd in Mold of all my glass works, which 
was televised by HTV Wales.

Anyone who taught at Chester College, 
whatever the trials and problems that one 
inevitably experiences in teaching, could 
only feel proud to be there, and I enjoyed 
the work and play there. I could think of no 
better home for my cross. I discussed the 
idea with the charming Arthur Poulton, 
who was the College Chaplain at that time, 
and it was welcomed.

After being toppled and defenestrated 
in a gale, I brought it back to my workshop 
and refitted it with new glassware, then it 
was more securely mounted to its base.

I hope!

The amber cross: a peaceful reminder

Crafting the cross

The cross as it stands today, in the gardens 
outside Cloisters BuildingOn display in Wrexham
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Yoko Ono, the widow of one of Liverpool’s 
most famous musical sons John Lennon, has 
thanked five History students for their help in 
preserving his childhood home. 

Working with the National Trust, they 
tried to emulate the authenticity of the garden 
at the Beatle’s former residence at Mendips in 
Liverpool.  

In a message to the students posted on her 
own website, Yoko wrote: “Christina, Richard, 
Thomas, Matthew, Donna and Rebecca. Thank 
you, thank you, thank you, to members of the 
Family of Peace and love of beauty. Thank you 
for working on the garden at Mendips. John 
and I thank you. With love, Yoko.”

The property, bought by Yoko Ono, was 
donated to the National Trust following a 
vast amount of restoration work. Although 
the interior was contemporary to the 1950s 
era, the garden contained modern plants that 
were not grown at that time.

Under the direction of Dr Donna Jackson, 
Senior Lecturer in Modern History, the students 
carried out research to ensure that the new 
garden would look as close as possible to the 
one that John and his Aunt Mimi would have 
used and enjoyed every day.

Delighted, Dr Jackson said: “As John’s 
widow, Yoko is clearly one of the most 
important people in his life. She works hard to 
preserve John’s legacy, and we are thrilled and 
honoured to have her blessing, support and 
encouragement for this project.“

Fine Art 
‘phenomenon’ 
gains highest 
marks across the 
University
Gaining a first class honours degree 
is no mean feat for any student, but 
for graduate Helen Smith who gained 
the highest mark across the entire 
institution, it rounded off what had 
been a remarkable three years at the 
University. 

During her degree Helen, aged 23 
from Abergele, was a model student, 
throwing herself into University 
life and making the most of every 
opportunity available to her. 

She took part in, and co-ordinated, 
art exhibitions in addition to setting up 
a successful online make up business. 
She also scooped the title of North 
West Student on Campus Employee 
of the Year award in the National 
Association of Student Employment 
Services awards.

Following her graduation in 
November, Helen is now fulfilling 
her lifelong dream of inspiring 
young creative minds, by continuing 
her studies at Chester where she is 
pursuing a PGCE to teach Fine Art at 
secondary level. 

Helen recently worked alongside 
professional artists at an exhibition 
for the Liverpool Biennial 2010, and 
showcased some of her work in The 
Conversation at Christ Church in 
Newton, an event organised by fellow 
graduates from the University.

Sandy’s son is an inspiration
A student Learning Disability Nurse was one of 
only five in the country to be selected to attend 
a prestigious national conference. 

Mature student Sandy Costall, of Irby, Wirral, 
took part in the National Network for Learning 
Disability Nurses (NNLDN) annual conference at 
the University of York, after entering a national 
competition. Students had to submit their 
reflections on training.  

She had spoken earlier in the year at a Learning Disabilities Positive Choices conference, 
on her inspirational decision to leave a successful career in pharmaceuticals to return to 
education and described how she had decided to make the career change after looking 
after her youngest son who has Down’s syndrome. 

Sandy said “I started on a course at the University of Chester and without the support 
from my husband and our families I would struggle to cope with childcare and the demands 
of running a home. 

“My aspirations for the future are to qualify as a Learning Disability Nurse so that over time 
I will have the knowledge and strength to keep fighting, not just for my son’s current needs 
but also as he moves through his life. I want to keep caring and fighting for all individuals with 
a learning disability and I want to show others that it’s never too late to learn.”

History students Christina Asher; Richard 
Taylor; Thomas Davies; Matthew Jones; 
Rebecca Lindley and Dr Donna Jackson

Mendips in Liverpool, the childhood home 
of John Lennon

Helen in her cap and gown with her 
boyfriend Daniel at her graduation

Students thanked online by 
widow of Beatles legend

student successes
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news

Graduates  
get a Head 
Start with  
their career
The Graduate Head Start (GHS) 
programme, a University of Chester and 
European Social Fund initiative, was 
established to bridge the gap between 
higher education and employment. 
The programme is completely free 
and available to recent graduates from 
Chester and other universities, who 
have returned to the North West area 
to live. 

The aim of the initiative is to help 
recent graduates, who are yet to find 
employment or are underemployed, 
to gain the professional skills and 
experience to enhance their chances of 
pursuing their chosen career.  

The course can take up to six months 
to complete when studied part time, but 
the compressed version, delivered at the 
University can be completed in a week-
long crash course.

A particular success story of GHS 
is recent PGCE graduate, Christopher 
Goodwin who took part in the 
programme in September. 

Chris said: “I found the programme 
very helpful, the team was friendly and 
professional and the course content 
gave me more confidence when I 
attended my next interview. The skills I 
learnt have helped me to find a job and 
I am now teaching in an outstanding 
school in the Midlands.”

Sally Harding, Project Co-ordinator 
added: “The programme has had 
continued success, the flexible nature 
of the programme allowing graduates 
to fit it in alongside their other 
commitments. We would urge graduates 
who are yet to find employment or are 
underemployed to participate in the 
programme. Who knows, it may help 
you to secure the job you’ve always 
dreamed of!”

For more information about the 
GHS programme and dates of the next 
courses, visit: www.chester.ac.uk/
careers/graduate-head-start

New Chester graduates come top  
in North West employability tables
Despite the recent recession, graduates from the University of Chester are more likely 
to find suitable employment than those from almost every other higher education 
institution in the region.

According to data published by ‘Unistats’, the University ranked top alongside the 
University of Cumbria, with 78% of its employed graduates finding graduate level jobs.  
In addition, the annual survey by the Higher Education Statistical Agency (HESA) revealed 
that 92% of the University’s 2009 cohort entered employment or further study, within six 
months of leaving. 

Paul Gaunt, Director of Careers and Employability, said “Students are actively 
supported by careers consultants throughout their time at the institution and beyond, and 
are encouraged to increase their employability prospects by engaging in extra-curricular 
activities such as volunteering, so they are well prepared for entering the world of work.

“Furthermore, these figures demonstrate the confidence that employers have in the 
calibre of our graduates and the positive contribution which our graduates are making to 
the economy at a time when it has seldom been more challenging to find employment.”

Host a student! Opportunity knocks
Work shadowing is an opportunity for an employer to help shape the career 
ambitions of a student or recent graduate and therefore enhance their prospects 
of future recruitment. The Careers and Employability Departments is looking for 
any employer who will host a student for just half a day or a day, and allow them to 
"shadow" an employee as they go about their work.

This is an excellent opportunity for you to meet prospective future employees 
and to see what current University students may be able to offer your business. 
Students gain a great deal from these visits which enhance their understanding of 
the world of work and particular careers. It is also a great way to raise the profile of 
your business within the student community. 

If you would like to get involved please contact: Ewen McKinnon Tel 01244 
513066 e.mckinnon@chester.ac.uk

Chris Goodwin with Paul Gaunt, Director of Careers and Employability

Graduate
Head Start



The Cestrian 2011          17

Calling all talented wordsmiths
Now in its eighth year, The Cheshire Prize of Literature has become established as 
one of the North West’s leading writing competitions. Organised by the University 
and funded by Bank of America, the competition is open, not only to individuals 
who live in Cheshire, but also to those who have other connections with the 
county. 

The aim of the competition is to encourage the literary talents of new and 
existing writers. The themes, on a three year cycle, are Short Stories, Children's 
Literature and Poetry. 

Last year’s theme was Poetry and the winning entry came from Rita Ray, from 
Lymm, who took the £2,000 first prize for her poem entitled Still Life with Oranges 
and Walnuts. A selection of entrants’ work is published in an annual anthology.

This years’ competition, just launched is for Children’s Literature.
For more information on the Cheshire Prize for Literature and how you can 

enter, please visit www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize

Expert support 
sought for 
Students’ Union
Following the implementation of a new 
Governance structure, Chester Students’ 
Union is looking to appoint two external 
trustees to its newly-formed Trustee 
Board.

In particular, it is seeking alumni with 
experience or specialist knowledge in the 
following areas: marketing, finance, law 
(particularly charity and employment) and 
fundraising. 

Chester Students’ Union exists to 
enhance the student experience. It ensures 
that University of Chester students have 
their say in their educational experience, 
campaigns on important issues, and 
provides welfare support services, sporting 
and cultural opportunities and host a 
programme of events and entertainment. 
With an annual turnover of £1.3 million, its 
central purpose is to represent the diverse 
student body of the University which now 
has over 15,500 students. 

The two external trustees will 
help support the development and 
implementation of the Students’ 
Union’s strategic plan.  As an independent 
membership organisation, it is run by a 
committee of full- and part-time elected 
students, and supported by a team of 
management and operational staff. 

Trustees will be required to attend 
approximately four meetings per year 
and will use their skills, experience and 
expertise to provide guidance, strategic 
vision and ensure that the Students’ 
Union’s objectives remain within its 
charitable aims. 

For more information and a formal 
discussion, please contact Laura Pearsons, 
General Manager of Chester Students’ 
Union by e-mail l.pearsons@chester.ac.uk 
or telephone 01244 511483.

Public Lecture Programme
The University is proud to play a prominent role in the cultural life of Chester and 
its surrounding areas. 

Many of the events which it hosts are free and open to everyone, and the 
programme is growing all the time. The University website is regularly updated 
with all the latest information on the public lecture programme (www.chester.
ac.uk/public-lectures)

Speakers are University staff, unless otherwise indicated and admission to 
events is either free with no pre-booking necessary, free with pre-booking, or 
tickets need to be purchased from the relevant source in advance.

We would love to welcome some of our alumni back to Chester or Warrington 
for these events so please do take a look at the Programme; we hope you find 
something of interest.

events

The High Sheriff of Cheshire Diana Barbour, with winner Rita Ray and poet Simon Armitage
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Three years after they first met and fell in love at the University, two 
former students returned to Chester to tie the knot where their 
romance first bloomed.

In a ceremony last July, graduates Brad and Virginia Girtz (nee 
Collar) took their wedding vows in front of family and friends in the 
Chapel on the Main Campus.

The pair met in 2007 when they were both living in John Milton 
Hall. Brad, from Bainbridge Island, Washington, was on a year's 
exchange programme from Washington State University, studying 
English and History, while Virginia had moved from Surrey to Chester 
to study Marketing. 

What started out as friendship soon blossomed and the couple 
continued their relationship throughout their time in Chester, despite 
Brad having to return to America to complete his degree. 

When Virginia was visiting Brad for Christmas in 2009, he surprised 
her with her dream engagement ring during an early morning walk at 
Long Beach, Washington. She, of course, said yes!

And when it came to deciding on a venue, they both knew where 
the perfect location would be.

“I really wanted to get married in the University Chapel because it’s 
where we met and fell in love,” said Virginia, aged 22.

“We both have so many happy memories of Chester, so it was really 
nice to ‘close the chapter’ there. We were only having a small intimate 
wedding with 30 guests, and the Chapel was just perfect. 

“It’s so pretty and there’s a beautiful gallery and big stained glass 
window which my mother- in-law really wanted pictures of!”

Despite the typical 
British weather trying to 
put a dampener on the 
ceremony, Brad and Virginia 
described their wedding day 
as ‘brilliant’.

“We had the Assistant 
Chaplain, Father Ian Delinger, 
to take the service which I 
really liked because he was 
Californian, so I thought it 
was really nice that we were 
married by an American,” said 
Virginia. 

“He was so cool and 
calming. He kept telling us: 
‘The day will go so fast so 
forget about the nerves and 
make sure you enjoy it.’ He was 
right, the day flew by!”

Added Brad, aged 25: “I asked my good friend from the University, 
Ben Barsby, to be my best man. He was really excited and more nervous 
than me about playing this part for the first time, but thankfully he 
didn’t embarrass me too much!”

If you would like to enquire about using the Chapel for a ceremony, 
please e-mail chaplaincy@chester.ac.uk

A marriage made in Chester

Virginia and Brad Girtz, united at the University Chapel 

POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAY
Date: 20th May 2011     Time: 2pm-7pm

Location: Chester Campus, Westminster Building

Modes of study: Distance Learning, Full-Time, Part-Time or Intensive Study 

Website: www.chester.ac.uk/course-fi nder/postgraduate

Email: postgrad@chester.ac.uk Tel: 01244 512456

University of Chester, Chester Campus, Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ

Applied Sciences; Arts and Media; Business, Enterprise and 

Lifelong Learning; Education and Children’s Services; Health 

and Social Care; Humanities; Social Science

Awards available include:
DBA, DProf, EdD, MA, MBA, MEd, MPhil, MRes, MSc, PGCE, PG Cert, PG Dip, PhD
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A FAMILIAR FACE
Reminiscing with a long-serving member of staff just before he 
retires, DENNIS HOLMAN recounts his University experience 
from his student days, through Headships of Computer 
Science, Business and Mathematics to Associate Dean.

When did you arrive at the University? 
 I’ve had two arrivals – firstly as a student when I joined the 

very first Secondary PGCE cohort in 1972, and then, following 
six years in schools and four years in industry, as a lecturer in 
the new subject of Computing in 1983.

How much has the University changed since then? 
Oh my gosh, where do I start? When I came in 1972 there 

were 800 or so students, all training as teachers. When I came 
back 10 years later numbers had expanded to 900! Those were 
the days when you could get to know all the staff as friends, 
either at then Principal Malcolm Seaborne’s Sunday sherry 
mornings, or by going to the Senior Common Room (SCR) at the 
morning, afternoon or lunchtime scheduled timetable breaks. 
Or by attending any of the regular social functions, whether 
a wine or cheese tasting, a retiree’s dinner, theatre trips, or a 
Burn’s Night Supper. I recall saying, in response to the Principal’s 
question at interview of “why do you want to teach at Chester 
College?” something along the lines of how much it reminded 
me of a Cambridge college; Malcolm beamed, and I knew the job 
was mine. But it was a statement that was true in those days.

And there was regular entertainment from the students. 
Back in those days we had a small Music Department, but what 
they produced from so few students was astonishing – a large 
choir, an orchestra, and the most astonishing Gilbert and Sullivan 
productions with a cast of seemingly hundreds. I can still vividly 
remember the ancestors of the Baron of Ruddigore stepping 
from their picture frames lining the walls of Small Hall one year.

It saddens me that, despite an immense growth in numbers, 
so much of the ‘fun’ side of College has vanished, and a much 
more business-like air overlays the University. I can’t believe 
that business and fun shouldn’t live together side-by-side. 

It has been fantastic to see how the perception of the 
institution by the people of Chester has changed over the 
years. Until the late 1990s many people still referred us as the 
‘teacher training college’ despite the diversity of programmes 
we had by then, and really we were not seen as a ‘proper’ part 
of Chester. But over the last few years this has changed and it is 
great to see the recognition the University has gained as a core 
partner in taking the city forward, and the respect it, and its 
staff, now command.

How have those changes affected how you do your job? 
I came into teaching because I liked to teach. Sounds silly 

doesn’t it? But teaching now, whether in schools or colleges 
or universities, has become less interactive, as class sizes have 
increased, more regulated, more monitored and seemingly 
requiring endless paperwork. The Friday before going out on 
my first teaching practice in 1972 (at Bebington Boys’ School 
– now there’s an experience I could write a book about!) my 
tutor, Jim Feakins, gave me the best bit of advice I think I’ve 
ever been given: “Good teaching is all about entertainment.” 
It’s something I’ve tried hard to do throughout my teaching 
career, with visuals, jokes and repartee, but it’s not as easy as 
it was.

In my early days a 100 yard walk across the campus was the 
furthest you had to go to see anyone. Now I find myself making 
regular trips across Chester to Riverside or Kingsway, and up to 
Warrington. And of course, this means that so many colleagues 
are now simply voices on a phone or, worse, a signature on an 
e-mail.

What are the best things about working at the University?
When you interviewed Dr Lesley Cooke for this column last 

year, she replied simply “community”. I can’t beat that – but 
maybe the University is a “collection of communities” now 
rather than one, each based at one of the four campuses? 

If you could change one thing about higher education, what 
would it be? 

The forthcoming funding changes really are making 
universities unavailable to so many people and increasingly 
pressured environments to work in. My family, though not 
poor, certainly didn’t have spare cash and I was fortunate in 
getting a place at a direct-grant grammar school, where the only 
outlay was for a uniform. The superb teaching there got me 
into Cambridge, where a full government grant for tuition and 
living costs saw me to my first degree, thanks to the time my 
tutors could spend with me. Now, with debt prospects of £40k 
and tutors having high teaching and assessment loads, I feel 
so sorry that the opportunities that I had will not be available 
to the generations to come. So what would I change? Easy – 
ensure that all talented children have a realistic opportunity to 
get to university, whether rich or poor.
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sporting spotlight  
Old boys prove they’ve still got it!
Nineteen alumni returned to the Warrington Campus in January to take part in the annual 
Old Boys vs New Boys Rugby Union match. A crowd of 200 people went along to watch 
the game which saw a 12–10 victory to the Old Boys.  

Sam Wright, current Vice-President (Warrington) for Chester Students’ Union, said 
“It was a very physical contest and a very close game and we couldn’t believe it when we 
scored the winning try with only three minutes to go. It was so close!” 

To find out about any forthcoming sporting reunion matches, please contact Kate 
England at the Students’ Union by e-mailing k.england@chester.ac.uk

Rich gets a kick out 
of University life 
A recent graduate did a lot more than just 
study during his time at the University, 
achieving notable success in several 
high-profile Tae Kwon-do competitions 
and winning a range of podium medals.

Rich Edwards, 23, from Llandrindod 
Wells, came to Chester to work on a 
degree in Sports and Exercise Science 
and then, simultaneously found his way 
to sporting triumph.

After taking up karate at the age of 
13, Rich worked his way up to black belt 
status. At 18, he found he needed to give 
the sport up, having left school after his 
A-Levels to begin a full time job as an 
architectural technician. 

While studying at Chester, he came 
across the Wirral & Chester School of 
Tae Kwon-do, at the Northgate Arena. 
With his strong martial arts background 
already in place, Rich decided to try his 
hand at the Korean discipline and soon 
discovered that he was well suited to it. 
Through a fellow member of the club, 
he discovered that the Students’ Union 
had a Tae Kwon-do club and began to 
dedicate a lot of his free time to training. 

Rich said: “At the club in Northgate, 
I studied the technical side of Tae Kwon-
do, learning all the correct forms and 
‘patterns’. Through the University’s 
club, I was able to work on competitive 
sparring and developed all the tools I 
needed to compete in tournaments.”

By the time he graduated in 
November, Rich had managed to 
accumulate a silver medal in the World 
Championships, a gold in the British 
Championships, gold and silver in the 
English Championships, as well as silver 
and bronze medals in the West Midlands 
Championships.

Since graduating, Rich has returned 
home to Wales and is unable to compete 
due to an injury. He hopes to come back 
to Chester in the near future continue 
building on his previous Tae Kwon-do 
success. 

John gets right into the 
swing of University life
The University has seen its fair share of students 
achieve sporting success, but until now, golf has not 
been high on the list. John Fernandes, a Sport and 
Exercise Science student, has changed that theory by 
bringing his exceptional talents from the golf course, 
to his degree course.  

The 19-year-old came to study at Chester because 
of the strength of the Sport and Exercise Science 
programme, and the fact that the North West has 
a range of high standard golf courses. He was also 
attracted by the University’s International Student 
Exchange Programme (ISEP) which allows students to spend a year of their study 
overseas. His aim was to spend some time at a university in America, currently a 
popular destination for many of Europe’s top young golfers. 

John has built up an impressive résumé, having won a large array of tournaments 
both in the UK and abroad. With a handicap of just one, he hopes to be selected for 
the England squad this year before going on to pursue a professional golfing career. 

Victorious Warrington Old Boys Rugby Team

Rich (right) with his instructor

Golfing guru,  
John Fernandes


