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It is a great pleasure to be able to write the 
introduction for this, the spring edition of 
The Cestrian. The University is about 
people: their stories; their hopes and 
aspirations; their achievements and 
celebrations. As alumni, you have chosen 
to keep in touch with your alma mater and 
your former colleagues, many of you out of 
a deep-seated affection for your times 
here and a desire to learn how your former 
institution continues to prosper. 

The last few months have seen a 
number of exciting initiatives, such as the 
University’s support for the Steve Redgrave 
Institute coming to Chester which would 
see the Department of Sports and Exercise 
Science supporting with research and 
fitness monitoring, and which may help us 
regain the prestige that rowing had here 
some 50 years ago.  At long last, the 
University received permission to build a 
new residential complex on the main 
Campus at Chester, to accommodate 196 
students in large, en-suite study bedrooms 
with their own galley kitchens. This should 
be complete in the late summer of 2013. 
Work starts shortly to build a Food Science 
and Technology Innovation Centre, which 
will concentrate on applied research and 
act as a test facility for food manufacturers 
and processors. The Price Tower has had 
an extensive makeover, including 
recladding to improve its energy efficiency, 
renewal of its lifts and internal 
modernisation. I hope you recognise it 
when you visit the Exton Park Campus.

The excellence of Chester’s teaching 

track record is attested to by the 
attainments of students on a wide range of 
courses, with the Faculty of Education and 
Children’s service retaining its Ofsted 
outstanding designation. It is no wonder 
that the University’s students are the most 
employable in the North-West and 
amongst the best in the country. 
Colleagues in the University’s Careers and 
Employability Service work closely with 
students in each year of their study here to 
help build an impressive CV, with a mixture 
of volunteering, work placement and 
leadership in clubs and societies.

The University continues to work in 
partnership with other organisations 
across the region. It now has five 
academies as part of the University of 
Chester Academies Trust and has just 
submitted a joint proposal for a Cathedral 
Free School that will focus on music and 
will be based in Abbey Square. The 
University works closely with the Isle of 
Man College and the Manx Government to 
provide a number of degree programmes 
for nurses, teachers and employees in the 
island’s burgeoning financial sector. It also 
continues to attract record numbers of 
students from America, Europe, China, 
India, Singapore and Malaysia, building on 
the well-established traditions of the past 
for which the University is well known.

I hope to see many of you at our 
Reunion weekend in September, when 
there will be another opportunity to renew 
acquaintances and share memories.

Tim Wheeler
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feature

CSI versus FA
It’s not often that the terms 

‘professional footballer’ and ‘Forensic 
Biology student’ are mentioned in the 

same sentence, but for David Artell 
these two very different worlds are 

not so far apart.

The current Crewe Alexandra captain, 31, originally 
from Rotherham, took on the unconventional task 
of being a part-time undergraduate and full-time 
footballer after registering with the University in 2005 
when playing for Chester City FC.

Unlike many of the highest level players, with their 
stratospheric earnings, those in the lower divisions 
often find that their job won’t provide financial security 
forever and so need to plan for a second career.

David explained: “A lot of the younger players don’t 
quite understand that yet and would rather spend 
their afternoons on Facebook, or watching daytime TV. 
Although I’ve tried to encourage some of them to look 
into educating themselves, even if it’s purely vocational, 
I think actually achieving something myself is the best 
way to show people what’s possible.”

Ironically, it was television that inspired David 
to pursue Forensic Biology. After becoming a fan of 
popular detective shows, he developed an interest in 
real life forensic techniques and felt drawn to this work, 
but would first need to pursue higher education.

As expected, it wasn’t always an easy juggling 
act. David explained: “At the beginning of each term, I 
would get together with Ian McDowall (Senior Lecturer 
in Biological Sciences) and we would plan my modules 
so they’d fit in with my training schedule. It worked out 
well, although there were a couple of times I’d get to 
practicals half way through and have to try and figure 
out what was going on!

“Luckily, though, all the lecturers were fantastic and 
I couldn’t have asked for any more support. Having a 
family and trying to balance that with my professional 
and academic life was difficult but, being a mature 
student, I had a bit more of a pragmatic approach and 
lecturers understood I was in a very different situation 
to most students - so, in the end, it worked out to be a 
great experience.”

Graduating in 2010, and having proved to himself 
that he could handle a challenging academic course, 
David now plans to turn his hand to something slightly 
closer to home. With a few playing years remaining, 
he is in the early stages of setting up a business, Own 
Goal Tax (www.owngoaltax.com) which he described as 
“a company that provides tax returns for professional 
footballers and, although in the very early stages, we 
have already built up between 40 and 50 clients”.
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A top 10 University 
Ten subjects taught at the University have been 
singled out by three major national newspaper league 
tables as representing the very top of their field. 
The Social Work Department and Geography 
and Development Studies Department in 
particular have a number of impressive 
scores to celebrate.

The Guardian University Guide 2012 
judged the University’s delivery of Social 
Work courses to be the ninth best in the 
country out of 74 institutions teaching that 
subject. This position takes into account 
eight criteria: satisfaction with teaching; 
satisfaction overall with the course; 
expenditure per student; staff/student ratio; 
career prospects; value added; entry tariff; 
and satisfaction with assessment.

The Independent Complete University 
Guide 2012, The Guardian University Guide 
2012 and The Times Good University Guide 
2012, are all considered important impartial 
measures of performance in higher 
education.

Satisfaction among students on 
Geography programmes, and specifically 
with how they are assessed, has won that 
Department the highest ranking in the 
country in those areas.

In the tables, half of the 10 highest 
performing subjects at the University of 
Chester, English, Geography, Social Work, 

Sport and Exercise Sciences and Theology 
and Religious Studies, are rated as being in 
the top 10 in the country across all three 
newspapers. This includes areas such as 
satisfaction with assessment (defined 
as marking and feedback) with teaching 
(explanations, interest, enthusiasm and 
intellectual stimulation) and overall. The 
University places a strong emphasis on 
preparing its students for future careers and 
the ability of graduates from some subjects 
to secure graduate level employment has 
also been recognised.

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, said: “The results in these tables 
include notable successes for Chester. The 
guides are now firmly established in the 
public arena as a measure of universities’ 
performance and as the sector becomes 
ever more competitive, our presence and 
position within these will be increasingly 
monitored by prospective students and 
others with a vested interest.” 

Newspapers will publish their 2013 
guides later this year.

The 10 leading subjects: 
archaeology
2nd Student Satisfaction – The Independent Complete University Guide 2012
3rd Satisfied with Assessment - The Guardian University Guide 2012
4th Satisfied with Teaching – The Guardian University Guide 2012
5th Satisfied Overall - The Guardian University Guide 2012

english
2nd  Student Satisfaction – The Times Good University Guide 2012
4th  Student Satisfaction - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012
10th  Satisfied Overall - The Guardian University Guide 2012

food science
6th Graduate Prospects – The Times Good University Guide 2012 
7th  Graduate Prospects - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012

french
5th  Graduate Prospects - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012

Geography
1st  Student Satisfaction - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012  
1st  Satisfied with Assessment - The Guardian University Guide 2012 
8th  Student Satisfaction - The Times Good University Guide 2012 
9th  Satisfied with Teaching - The Guardian University Guide 2012 
9th  Satisfied Overall - The Guardian University Guide 2012

Theology and religious studies
7th  Career Prospects – The Guardian University Guide 2012 
8th  Graduate Prospects - The Times Good University Guide 2012 
9th  Graduate Prospects - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012

social Work
2nd  Satisfied with assessment - The Guardian University Guide 2012 
4th  Student Satisfaction – The Times Good University Guide 2012 
6th  Student Satisfaction - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012 
7th  Satisfied overall - The Guardian University Guide 2012 
9th  Staff/student ratios - The Guardian University Guide 2012 
9th  Overall ranking - The Guardian University Guide 2012

sport and exercise sciences
4th  Graduate Prospects - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012 
6th Graduate Prospects - The Times Good University Guide 2012 
8th Career Prospects - The Guardian University Guide 2012

subjects allied to medicine
10th Student Satisfaction - The Independent Complete University Guide 2012

feature
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Alwyn Cosgrove.

university news

Working out works out with 
Transatlantic triumph
According to ancient Chinese philosophy, ‘a 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step.’ For Alwyn Cosgrove, the first time he 
stepped on to campus was the start of a journey 
even the greatest sage couldn’t have predicted.

After a successful career in high-level martial 
arts, Alwyn originally came to the University 
(then Chester College) with the short-term goal 
of studying Sports Science to improve himself as 
an athlete.

Little did he know, however, this was just 
the beginning of a much longer path that would 
eventually take him to California, where he has 
since established himself as one of the most 
sought-after fitness experts in America.

Soon after finishing his course of study 
in 1995, a chance encounter caused Alwyn 
to relocate across the pond. He explained: 
“Between my years at Chester, I’d been travelling 
to the USA to teach Taekwon-Do at a summer 
camp. After I graduated I decided I’d work one 
more summer before coming back to the “real 
world” but, after the camp finished, I got the 
chance to work at a nearby hotel.

“A boxer called Alex Stewart was staying 
there while preparing for a fight and I was hired 
as his strength and conditioning coach. Shortly 
after, I took a job at a gym in New York City, 
where I was able to use my qualifications.

“This required a Sports Science degree 
plus an exam to earn the nationally-recognised 
strength and conditioning specialist credentials. 

You also needed a degree in the field to even 
sit the exam and it was very science and theory 
heavy, so I was well prepared.”

Having been able to establish himself in 
the States, a switch of coasts started the next 
chapter in Alwyn’s story and it was a move that 
contributed to shaping the rest of his life.

He said “My wife Rachel is originally from 
California, so we moved out here and I was 
working at a local gym. I became increasingly 
frustrated at the poor standards, so we decided 
that we could open a small, personal training 
studio. It opened with 1,100 square feet and 
about 550 square feet of gym floor – we now 
have 18 staff and close to 7,000 square feet!”

If such a drastic evolution may seem 
surprising, it is merely a reflection of the 
work Alwyn has put in on his road to success. 
Aside from his achievement in business, he 
has also flourished in several other areas. 

Through his accomplishments and 
expertise, Alwyn has now co-authored three 
books, contributes regularly to several fitness 
magazines, consults and gives talks on the 
fitness lecture circuit – sharing both fitness and 
business knowledge across the world – while 
still managing to run his gym (which, has twice 
been named one of America’s Top Gyms by 
Men’s Health magazine), training both clients 
and staff.

With such a successful outcome so far, long 
may his voyage of discovery continue.

Alumni goes 
from strength 
to strength
The Alumni  Association was well represented 
at the 2011 Reunion, and more former 
students than ever are showing an interest 
in both what their friends are doing or how 
their University (or College as they may know 
it) is progressing. This has led to a decision 
to expand the University’s alumni team and 
increase the number of services on offer, 
enabling alumni to become more involved.

In December, Fiona Roberts was appointed 

as Alumni and Development Manager, and 
Chris Leonard is providing maternity cover for 
Amy Jones as Editorial Assistant (Alumni and 
Public Relations).  Fiona has experience of 
working in higher education  in the UK and in 
the USA and has also worked with membership 
organisations in the development and co-
ordination of activity programmes.

Most important in this change, is you.  
Without you, there is no alumni organisation.  
We have therefore composed a survey to 
ascertain what your expectations are as a 
member of the alumni community, and what 
sort of activities would interest you and your 
friends.  We would be grateful if you could 
make time to complete the enclosed short 
questionnaire and return it in the pre-paid 
envelope, so that we can use your feedback to 
create a range of events that will suit everyone’s 
needs and interests.  If you prefer to complete 

this online, please visit our website www.
chesteralumni.com and log in to access the 
survey.   

As a thank you for your time, we will be 
putting the names of all respondents into a 
free draw, with the winners receiving prizes 
of an ipad or an overnight stay and fine dining 
meal for two at Senate House, the University’s 
boutique hotel in the centre of the Chester 
Campus.

The results will be collated and we will 
report back to you in a future issue of The 
Cestrian as well as publishing the events that 
will be proposed.  If you have any suggestions 
or wish to discuss your perspective on the 
development of alumni networks and activities, 
please contact us and share your ideas.

Tel: 01244 511078 or  
email f.roberts@chester.ac.uk

Alwyn in training while at the University.
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icCreative solutions 
for IT challenges
Following its opening in 2008, the University’s Informatics 
Centre has seen some interesting and exciting growth.
The main benchmark of this progress has 
been the development of ‘icCreate’ – a 
business initiative which works to push 
technological boundaries, through the creation 
and development of software systems for 
commerce.

The Centre  relies on the involvement of 
students and is embedded in the School of 
Computer Science, Mathematics and Business 
Computing. This means it has access to both 
bright, innovative minds and cutting-edge 
research in the computing field. All of the work 

undertaken is observed by academics and fed 
back into the Computer Science curriculum, 
promoting employability opportunities for 
current students.

Leading the way in this process is Steve 
Westgarth, former Chester Students’ Union 

CSU President Dechlan Jarrett (front), with CSU Vice-President (Chester) Jack Mason left, Andrew Muncey and Steve Westgarth. 



The Cestrian 2012          7

(CSU) President and current Informatics Centre 
Manager, who has been involved in the project 
from its inception.

Steve explained: “icCreate first came 
about when Senior Lecturers in Computer 
Science, John Kerins and John Zlosnik, hoped 
to provide students with extra skills, not just to 
complement their studies but to increase their 
experience and employability after University 
by involving them in real world industry 
projects.

In order to get their idea off the ground, 
they approached the University’s Research 
and Knowledge Transfer Office and, after 
successfully securing funding as a result, the 
Informatics Centre was born.

Having earned a first class degree in 
Network and Communications, Steve was part 
of the first group of students selected and has 
continued his involvement all the way through.

Now, with the Centre fully operational, 
icCreate is beginning to bear fruit, producing 
a range of systems and services, such as the 
hosting, development and maintenance 
of websites, CRM (Customer Relationship 
Management) software and iPhone application 
development.

The latter resulted in the creation of a 
Chester Students’ Union iPhone app which 
provides users with on-demand access to news 

and events, campus maps, information about 
the CSU, as well as sports fixtures and results.

icCreate and the University have played 
host to a Windows Phone Camp, when a 
Microsoft representative delivered a crash 
course in Windows Phone application 
development, as part of the Dreamspark and 
Microsoft Student Partner scheme, where 
students are invited to learn from Microsoft 
developers to enrich their university education.

Dominic Langmead, the University’s 
Microsoft Student Partner at icCreate, said: 
“The event was a great success. Many students 
came and found it beneficial, especially those 
in their third year, who are currently learning 
about mobile application development. Having 
a Microsoft representative working with us 
helps to put the theory we learn in class into 
practice.”

It is hoped that this will be the first in a 
series of events, with the University working 
closely with Microsoft, to enrich the curriculum 
and provide students with access to resources 
and the ability to gain experience in mobile 
application development and deployment.

Steve added: “We employ top students 
and events like these highlight skills which may 
have otherwise been dormant. Experience 
on this level is not usually gained until 
employment, so the University of Chester is 

putting its students way ahead of many others 
through providing this partnership.”  All of 
his team are graduates of the University of 
Chester.

Given his previous role as CSU President, 
Steve has been perfectly positioned to bridge 
the gap between icCreate and the University. 
This has given him a unique perspective and a 
clear idea on the future direction of Centre.

Steve said: “Our main goal is to enhance 
the learning of all students in the School 
of Computer Science, Business Computing 
and Mathematics but, at the same time, we 
want to provide services to a wider range of 
businesses and to extend our portfolio in areas 
such as cloud computing, mobile application 
development and design services.”

With this kind of vision, much like the 
people involved, the project has a bright future 
ahead.

For further information, contact the team 
on 01244 511 511, or via the website: www.
iccreate.com 

Steve Westgarth, Manager of the Informatics Centre (front) with Adam Hughes, left, Matthew Griffiths and Andrew Muncey, right.
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Talking of success
Although some recent graduates find 
themselves unsure of the right career direction, 
Harriet Tuckett wasted no time, establishing her 
own language school, The Spanish Academy in 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk.

Having moved to Spain with her family 
at the age of 10, Harriet (now 23) became 
completely fluent in the language before 
eventually moving back to england to sit her 
GCSEs and A-Levels.

Wanting to go to University, she hoped 
to pursue a degree that could combine 
her linguistic ability with another subject. 
Leaning strongly towards Journalism, Harriet 
researched to see if she could pair it with 
Spanish and found that Chester was the only 
University in the country offering such a 
combination.

After graduating in 2010, though, Harriet 
found the journalism route was not really for 
her and faced the common problem of being 
a recent graduate trying to decide where to 
begin building a career. Her solution was a 
novel one.

Harriet explained: “I was racking my brains 

to try and think of the best way to use my 
language skills. After talking about it with my 
mum, she suggested I start by putting an ad in 
the local paper for Spanish lessons.”

Pleasantly surprised by the response, she 
said: “There was a lot more interest than I 
was expecting, so I began with a few private 
lessons. It wasn’t too long before word spread 
around, the numbers started to grow and I was 
able to get my own premises and officially start 
up the business”.

Now, as Harriet approaches The Spanish 
Academy’s first anniversary, she plans 
to continue its development, eventually 
employing teachers of languages besides 
Spanish, and also plans to embrace modern 
technology in sharing her expertise with the 
world.

Harriet added: “i’d like to start using 
Skype, to give people lessons through their 
computer. Not only can it keep the face-to-
face interaction, but also means anyone in the 
world can become a client.”

With Harriet’s track record, global 
expansion might not be too far off!

Creating something new 
from something old
While most young girls dream of a fairy-tale wedding, 
Business Studies graduate Hayley Last’s vision was to 
be on the other side of the story, as she had always 
wanted to set up her own bridal clothing business.

After achieving 
a BA in Business Studies at the University of 
Chester Hayley, along with friend, Emma-Louise 
Porter, has been able to make her own (and, so, 
many other people’s) dream come true, as she 
put her aspirations into practice and created 
Belles D’Epoca, a Chester-based company 
specialising in vintage wedding gowns.

Hayley, 26, from Shrewsbury, had originally 

chosen Chester due to its close 
proximity to her home but, once there, felt 
that the city’s historic atmosphere would 
make it the perfect place to set up a business 
for traditional-style dresses. Added to the 
fact that she specialised in marketing as part 
of her degree, Hayley felt that the skills and 
knowledge she’d developed while at university 
were “something that would have great effect 
on the project.”

Although still in its infancy, this “effect” 
can already be seen, with the business seeing a 
busy first year and a steady increase in clientele 

and an expansion into a wider field, creating 
partnerships with other established businesses 
in the area.

Hayley said: “It’s still very early days but 
we’re seeing great returns, results and, so far, 
happy brides! We’ve also diversified into events 
management and have run faires for the likes of 
Oddfellows Hotel, Chester. This is something we 
will be pursuing further and are already getting 
proposals from other fantastic venues.”

For more information on Hayley’s business 
and any of her upcoming ventures, please visit 
www.bellesdepoca.co.uk

Hayley modelling one of her vintage dresses.

Hayley’s business partner, 
Emma-Louise Porter.



Honorary Graduates 
presented with awards
Nine distinguished leaders in their field joined 
thousands of students graduating in November, to 
receive an honorary degree for their own outstanding 
achievements.  

 Time Team presenter Tony robinson received a Doctor of Science for fostering the 
understanding of archaeology and national heritage. Tony delivered a witty and thought 
provoking speech, stating: “If we are to survive as a species, we need courage and 
imagination and our universities, those little jewels dotted all over the landscape of the 
UK have provided that for the past 1000 years. They’ve taught us how to think outside 
the box, how to challenge the status quo, to see things not as they are but as they might 
become.”  He warned of the influence of global challenges on the education system, and 
urged the importance of maintaining universities as independent and accessible to all.

 Jason McCue was awarded a Doctor of Laws for his work as a human rights lawyer.  He 
is well known for bringing cases on behalf of victims against terrorists, rogue states and 
corporations - in particular, the Omagh families suing the Real IRA. He advises a number of 
international leaders and non-governmental organisations on matters ranging from law 
and humanitarian issues to politics and conflict resolution.

 David Thompson mBe DL was awarded a Master of Business Administration for his work 
in promoting disability awareness. He was the founder and event Co-ordinator for the 
Northwest Disability Awareness Day, now in its twentieth year, reputed to be Europe’s 
largest pan disability Independent Living event attracting over 28,000 visitors each year. 

 The Doctor of Science was awarded to Dr Clifford Kay CBE FRCGP for his research in 
general practice and women’s health. Dr Kay’s work has been around the impact on 
women’s health of oral contraception. He holds 50 further memberships of research 
groups, working parties, consultative bodies, steering committees and learned 
councils and has published 116 refereed papers in medical and scientific journals.  
Clifford has been supported in his work by his wife Yvette and they have two 
children, Roger who is Head of Law at the University of Chester, and Alison, a GP in 
North Cumbria.  

 Former Chester MP Christine Russell’s contribution to the city of Chester was 
acknowledged with a Doctor of Letters.  Christine first joined the Council in 1980, 
focusing on planning and development and later coordinated the Chester Film 
Festival. From 1992-1993 Christine served as Sheriff of Chester and was Deputy 
Lord Mayor 1996/1997. She would have stepped up to Lord Mayor in May 
1997, but instead joined the House of Commons entering the record books as 
both Chester’s first woman Member of Parliament and first Labour Member of 
Parliament.  Now, in retirement, Christine has joined the Council of the Chester 
Civic Trust as well as continuing to head the Odeon Cinema Action group, designed 
to restore the building as a cultural venue.  

 Hilary Tucker’s contribution to the community life of Warrington, in particular her 
contribution as Principal of the Warrington Collegiate Institute, was acknowledged 
with a Doctor of Letters.

 The distinguished actor ronald Pickup was also awarded a Doctor of Letters for 
his work in film, theatre and television. He is currently featuring in The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel.

 The Right Reverend Donald Allister, Bishop of Peterborough was awarded a Doctor of 
Theology for his promotion of Christian education in the Diocese of Chester.  

 The Very reverend Peter francis received a Doctor of Divinity for his work as Warden 
in promoting Gladstone’s Library as a major centre of international research and 
scholarship.

Ronald Pickup.

Tony Robinson.

Christine Russell.
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year notes

Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of time 
and effort to gather information on their fellow former 
students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that 
specific medical details should only be 
included if the person being mentioned 
has given their permission to Year Note 
Secretaries for the information to be 
published. 

Where reports have been significant in 
length, these have been abridged in order 
to accommodate information from all those 
submitted.

1948
Reunion at Rossett Hall was comparatively 
low-key. There was great sadness at the 
news of the sudden death of one of the most 
staunch supporters of our gatherings, Norman 
Machin, who died in May.

Florence, Norman’s widow, had intended 
coming, but decided at the last minute that 
the ordeal would be too great this year. We 
also missed Geoff and Gillian Topp, Geoff not 
being well enough to attend, and Don and 
Barbara Higginbotham, Don no longer being 
able to face the long journey from Cheddar.

Consequently, we were very few in 
number: David and Ruth Greenlees; Joy 
Daffon; Anne Cooke and David and Caryl 
Lewis. In spite of this we all enjoyed one 
another’s company and made the usual 
pilgrimages to the city, river and local garden 
centre!

Jack Land, who sounds his usual cheery 
self, now has limited mobility and is reliant on 
a wheelchair, which he is about to upgrade 
to a powered model. Stan Holland is also still 
cheerful in spite of his considerable health 
problems this year.

Finally, my usual plea to everybody else: 
PLEASE write, phone or email any news about 
yourself or any other colleague – just a line 
or two will suffice. This is more important 
as fewer of us are able to drive any great 
distance. Continuing to send in Year news 
without such help is becoming increasingly 
difficult. I am considering sending such a 
request with a stamped addressed envelope 
to all those whose address I have!  Best wishes 
to you all for 2012.

David Lewis

18 Masefield Mews, Bridgend, CF31 4PS 
Tel: 01656 818 754   

Email: carylmarcus@btinternet.com

1951
Heartfelt thanks to Roy Schofield for writing 
these notes for over 50 years until ill health 
prevented this. When I spoke to him recently, 
he seemed in good spirits and was glad that I 
volunteered to succeed him. 

As the saying goes: ‘I have bad news 
and good news so I’ll start with the good.’ 
Ken and Pat Thorley are planning their Golden 
Wedding celebrations for April 14 this year. 
Ken had a successful bypass some years ago 
and Pat is currently receiving treatment for 
cancer. As a former PE teacher, she is battling 
the disease with characteristic grit and verve, 
still playing squash regularly. 

Preparing for an even longer happy 
marriage - a Diamond Wedding no less - 
are Barry and Winifred Wademan. Barry is 
still painting, but has some physical health 
problems. I am indebted to him for contact 
details for Derek and Margaret Rawsthorne, 
who are now proud great grandparents, and 
Jack Farley. Jack inspired us in Chapel with his 
enthusiastic rendering of Diadem. He had a 
triple bypass a few years ago and sadly has 
recently been widowed. 

Reg Vernon, our College shopkeeper and 
goalkeeper is reasonably well and keeps in 
touch via a Christmas card.

Our soccer captain Alan Smith has had a 
stroke and is not at all well. 

I believe David Hough (from 
Wolverhampton) is still living in Ireland, 
although I haven’t heard from him for some 
time. 

To any of you still out there, please send 
your news - good or otherwise. Best wishes.

Geoff Griffiths

50 Bridge Street, New Mills, High Peak, SK22 4DN 
Tel: 01663 744879 

Email: geoff@jgriff.co.uk

1953
Seven of us stayed for the Reunion weekend, 
with lots to reminisce about as we celebrated 
60 years since our arrival at Chester. Jeff 
Steele, Norman Green and I travelled from 
Dewsbury, Alan Nicholls from Derby, Eric 
Henderson and Eric Foster from the North-
East, and Tony Sadler and his wife, Margaret, 
from Abingdon. Stuart Osborne, Fred Whyatt, 
Brian Platt and his wife, Betty, joined us on the 
Saturday. 

A few days later, I received a photograph 
and a short letter from Tony Sadler, telling 
me how much he had enjoyed the event and 
pleased that there were only 358 days to go 
before the next. It was a great shock to hear 
from Margaret a day later that he had died 
suddenly. Tony has kept in regular touch over 
the years and often attended Reunions. He 
will be sadly missed. 

Christmas brought many welcome cards 
and letters including a note from Eric Jones 
(83) that he was ‘still going’, but only just, and 
then news came that he had died in his sleep 
on January 31. His career was spent in the 
RAEC. 

As all 39 ‘survivors’ are in our eighties, 
various medical conditions exist among us. 
Norman Tincello is now housebound, but 
telephone and email keep us in contact. Sadly 
Norman Roberts’ wife died after many years 
of illness, during which he had been her carer. 
Norman lives on the Isle of Man, as does 
Alan Crowther, who is well and enjoying life 
without leaving the island!  The more active, 
like Stuart Osborne, enjoy cruises and others 
still holiday abroad.

I manage to care for Anne with the help of 
a very good home care service and although 
all the family live a distance away we enjoy 
their visits, including the nine grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren!  

John Farquharson – the “Father of the 
Year” at 86 – remains well, as are Peter 
Sambrook, Dave Tipper, Dave Peet, Warwick 
Tart, Bryan Kenworthy, Geoff Collier, George 
Holland, Don Hitchcock. We hope to gather 
together at Reunion 2013 to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of our move from Chester to 
the great wide world!  Keep well and keep in 
touch.  

Alwyn Peel

1955 
Thanks to those who sent me messages and 
information in recent months. Brian Ball is a 
staunch correspondent – very fit and writing 
detective novels. Tony Jarvis has recovered 
from a hip operation and holidayed in New 
Zealand. He would like to know if Gordon 
Borebank will return two history books, lent 
in 1955!

Roy Owen thinks his knees and hips are 
getting creakier and his memory is going, 
but he still manages daily trips to the gym. 
Margaret Gittins asks me to pass her regards 
to “..all the Cestrians I had the privilege of 
meeting at the Reunions.” She always enjoyed 
those and they were the highlight of Norman’s 
year. She sends her thanks to all who sent 
messages of sympathy – it was overwhelming.
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year notes
Despite a few hospital trips, Don and June 

Parkinson are fairly well and enjoyed a cruise 
to Norway. 

Les Blease still enjoys crosswords and choir. 
The choir, now 1,750-strong, sang in Cardiff’s 
Millennium Stadium for Shane Williams’ last 
game against the Australians.

George Ellison celebrated his 25th wedding 
anniversary in London, and has also enjoyed 
holidays in the New Forest, Holland and 
Belgium.  

Pete Robinson enjoyed many holidays 
last year, with church activities between. 
Ken Roscoe and Harry Parr keep in touch, as 
do Des Mellings and Jack Mills. Terry Davis 
pointed out that an incorrect number had 
been given out when I moved house. The 
correct number is below. Please use this, so 
that I can keep up to date on behalf of the 
year group, and pass on information through 
these notes.  

The saddest news concerns deaths and the 
latest is Bill Murray.  

Eric Laws
Tel/fax: 0113 258 7887

1956
Derek Tipton is coping with his ailments, 
but can no longer play the organ at his local 
church or sing in the Newcastle Choir of the 
Third Age. On doctor’s advice, he has given up 
driving.  

Brian Wilson spent two five and a half 
hour sessions in surgery and before both 
operations was told it was touch and go. 
Happily, he survived.

A letter from Peter White was the first 
he had managed to write following a stroke 
18 months previously. He is making good 
progress. Rod Heslop has also experienced 
illness.

Brian Langan and Roy Thompson had 
falls, Brian giving a repeat performance a 
few weeks after the first. Both received black 
eyes, cuts and bruises etc. but nothing broken, 
unlike Phil Faragher’s wife Joan, who fractured 
an arm.

 Both Alan Barnett and Brian Wainwright 
are now experts at washing, ironing, cleaning, 
cooking etc. Alan’s wife, Pat, is receiving 
ongoing chemotherapy and things seem to 
be moving in the right direction. Brian’s wife, 
Glen, has spinal problems, which give her 
constant pain. Hopefully she will have further 
surgery soon, to ease her suffering.

Thankfully, not all news has been doom 
and gloom. Ray Bowers, Donald Bowman, 
David Higgins, Brian Ingham and Arthur 
Roberts and respective wives enjoyed cruises 
during 2011.  

Voters in Trafford showed their satisfaction 
with David Higgins’ performance as mayor by 
re-electing him with an increased majority in 
the May council elections.

Our oldest member, Michael Green, now 
in his late eighties, doubts he will ever leave 
his present care home and knows he will 
never again visit Chester, whilst in contrast our 
youngest, Roger Orme, is still playing hockey 
for his local club, Leek.

John Isherwood spent five years 
researching the history of Christian Unity 
and was able to present the finished article 
to a university in South India. It is now on 51 
websites.

During the year, I visited Norman 
Lancaster, Roy Twentyman and David Wraith.  
Thanks to the right tablets, they and Phil 
Faragher, Bob Gearing, Douglas McDonald and 
Peter McDonald are keeping well.

Sadly, we said farewell to Henderson Dodd 
and Dennis Wilcock. 

Brian McDermott

1957 and 1958
Joining me at the Reunion Saturday lunch 
in September were John and Sheila Slee, 
Simon and Cynthia Nanson, Peter and Frances 
Noden, Colin Hunt, John Smith and Nev Gray.

Eric Bolton continues his busy life, talking 
of involvement with the London Symphony 
Orchestra and his local Design and Fine Arts 
Society, plus visits to Turkey and Tuscany, 
among matters educational. Malcolm 
Burrill reports lots of organ playing and 
exciting football at Bloomfield Road. Both 
mention family ties. Ray Hills, approaching 
79, combines golf three times a week, with 
gym visits with Dorothy, Methodist Church 
attendance and school governorships. He is 
keen to hear from old chums.

Colin Hunt walks, sings and visits the 
WI with Doreen! Mike Duffield still sails 
keenly, but reports that Wendy had to spend 
Christmas and New Year in intensive care with 
pneumonia. Last summer they cruised the 
Norwegian fiords, Mike even kayaking. Dave 
Weedall is still on Carlisle Council but has 
decided not to seek re-election in 2014. He 
reports that his health is not too good.

Lectures keep Brian Martland busy during 
the winter months, but with expensive 
insurance he has had to curtail his visits to 
the Alps. Peter Noden mentions cruises, 
church and village activities and visits to their 
Anglesey bungalow. He also reports the death 
of Gordon Nisbett, a mature student in our 
year. Gordon was a head teacher in Cheshire 

and lived in Holmes Chapel. As I write I look 
forward to a visit from Peter and Frances.

In early summer, Jenny and I saw John 
and Sheila Slee in Heswall. They treated us 
to lunch in Parkgate. Later we reciprocated 
by taking them to see Gormley’s statues at 
Crosby and lunch in Formby. They were party 
to introducing us to Holiday Property Bond.

Mike Stevens last summer married Ann, 
and is currently trying to sell his house near 
Maidstone. Further along the South Coast 
John Williams now lives in Seaford.

In North Wales, Mike Johnston is making 
good progress from his bowel cancer 
operation of a couple of years ago. There 
may even be light at the end of his Spanish 
property problem tunnel. Dave Walker says he 
is still warm!

An email from Lionel Jayatilaka in Perth, 
Western Australia, told me of the death of 
Chan Swee Seng, in Kuala Lumpur. They were 
third year craft students at Chester.

Ken still tries to play golf, but age is 
definitely wearying him. His life became a bit 
busier last year. He and Jenny returned from 
Australia in January, but she went back for 
three months in our summer. Ken went out 
for a month in August. He also supported son 
David in the Austrian Ironman in Klagenfurt, 
with a few days on his own in Salzburg. A 
couple of visits to London, and a couple of 
Holiday Property Bond trips (to Tigh Mor and 
Henllys). Plenty more coming up, even a trip 
to see The Queen at the beginning of June. 

And finally, my friends “Al Zymer” and 
“Gerry Hat-Trick” permitting, I hope to 
remember to see as many of you who can 
make it at the Saturday Reunion lunch on 
September 8.

ken morgan    

mid year 1958 – 1959
I will be sending out our annual newsletter, 
The Mid ‘Un, in June, when I will report more 
fully on the funeral of John Robinson, whose 
unexpected death was a shock. 

John was on our six-hour trip with John 
Robinson, Gordon Bell, Jim Martland, Steve 
Moore, Gus Karran, Alan Smith, Bill Collins, 
Mike Hanford and myself along the Manchester 
Ship Canal from Seacombe to Salford Quays on 
September 28, when we enjoyed a gloriously 
hot and sunny day. A fascinating commentary 
was given throughout the day and, at one 
point, our presence on board was announced. 
We could see people looking round to see 
where the “old codgers” were! 

John seemed in good form, although he 
looked tired. He died of an aggressive form of 
cancer on December 17.
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year notes
A former lay clerk at Salisbury Cathedral, 

John maintained the wonderful quality of 
his bass singing voice and continued to sing 
in various choirs and as a relief chorister for 
Salisbury and Winchester Cathedrals up until 
his death. His funeral, attended by Gordon 
Bell, Lionel Ogden, Arthur Harada and myself, 
was held in Salisbury Cathedral, where 100 
singers – the Cathedral Choir, the Beckenham 
Church Choir and the Sarum Singers - filled 
the chancel. The requiem mass was sung to 
the Vaughan Williams setting. 

The Precentor preached an elegantly-
worded sermon, the Dean led the prayers and 
John’s son, Andrew, paid a moving tribute.  
Although a sad occasion it was also a glorious 
one. Such was the quality of the man, his 
achievements in life and the esteem in which 
he was held, I estimate that over 500 people 
were present. We are the poorer for the loss 
of such a good man and a fine friend. An 
obituary will follow in the Autumn issue. 

rod Hunt

1961
Trevor Smalley’s return with Ann from New 
Zealand, especially for the 50th anniversary 
of our leaving College, ensured the Reunion 
in September was particularly memorable. 
He hasn’t altered, although he is slightly 
slimmed down after all his exertions working 
on his “ranch”. Still a staunch Rochdale AFC 
supporter despite the distance, he keeps up to 
date with the Club’s fortunes via the internet 
and: “fully intends to return to the UK when 
Dale reach the Premier League!”

The Reunion was also special for generous 
spirited Richard Jones’ presence. It was 
wonderful to hear of his success in life (leaving 
his woodwork teaching post to open his own 
DIY store in Mold in the 1960s and eventually 
selling up to a well-known DIY store chain). 
Hopefully he will become a regular at future 
Reunions.

Other more familiar faces included Ron 
Birks, John Holt, Tony Street, Graham Varker, 
Alec Osbaldiston, Dai Evans, Eric Bibby, John 
Westall, Bob McGuigan, Tom Jones, Geoff 
Trigg and Norman Johnson, all of whom were 
in fine form.

Peter Sharples’ problems with his 
hip, diabetes and cataracts prevented his 
appearance, but he spoke via his mobile to 
several of our gathering whilst assembled in 
the Pied Bull. He still enjoys Manchester City 
FC, is an Honorary Life Member of Denton 
West Cricket Club and continues to down a 
pint – of red wine now, not beer!

That Paul Merton lookalike, Dai Bloody 

Owen, has become a grandfather again - to 
young Rufus, who despite his name, will 
become an Everton fan! 

I was especially pleased to hear from 
Pauline Singleton at Christmas. She is now 
fully recovered from her fractured leg and all 
her family are in excellent health (verified by a 
superb photograph). 

Tony robinson

1965
This year is our 50 Years’ On celebration. Colin 
Rodgers has arranged a Reunion for Sunday, 
March 11, when the ‘faithful few’ will spend 
a day at the University, starting with morning 
coffee, attendance at a Chapel service, and 
lunch. We will be given a tour of the Campus, 
including new developments. It will seem 
strange to some of us, as everything has 
changed so quickly on site.

This has been a bad year for me as I 
have been unwell since a year last January, 
consequently I am handing over as Year 
Secretary 1965 to Colin. I am grateful to 
him and wish him well in the future. He will 
undoubtedly breathe new life into our year.

The 1962 intake was unusual for the 
mature students mixed with the “young ’uns”, 
some of us on two year courses and others 
on three. We didn’t mix much as “the boys” 
identified us as the “mothers”, who might 
attempt to keep them in order, but in the 
three years, we blended well. Now we are the 
“old ‘uns” and proud of our past at Chester. 
Best wishes to all ex-students. 

margaret k Lacey 

Contacts for information on the September 
Reunion are: 
Margaret Lacey  0151 342 0080 (mobile: 
07968 866 068) 
Colin Rodgers  01928 712 437 
Doug Fitch  0151 334 3288 
Stan France  01244 511 000

1986-87
2013 marks the 30th anniversary of my first 
year at Chester College (as it was then) and 
I thought it would be great to gather a few 
updates from friends I still keep in touch with.   

Since College, I’ve worked in London and 
Southend, travelled some of the UK coast, 
and spent 16 years working for RBS. I’ve spent 
some time doing voluntary work including a 
season at The Globe and in 2010 I obtained 
a diploma in journalism. I now run my own 
poetry business and live in Leigh-on-Sea with 
my husband Glen. 

This year Pam Catherall (BEd 1987) and 
Chris Green (BA 1986) celebrate their 20th 
wedding anniversary. They live near Haworth, 
West Yorkshire with their two sons. Pam 
teaches in Bradford. Chris trained as an 
accountant and currently works for a national 
wholesaler. We see Pam and Chris at least 
once a year and in May 2010 we spent a week 
together boating on the Norfolk Broads.

In September 2012, Christine Elvy (BEd 
1987) celebrates 25 years at Andrews Lane 
Primary and Nursery School in Cheshunt, 
Herts. She is Head of Maths and member of 
the senior management team.  Christine was 
chief bridesmaid at our wedding in 1994 and 
we usually catch up around birthdays and 
Christmas time. 

After 15 years working for Pizza Hut at 
their outlets in Chester, Warrington and 
Altrincham, Gill Dolan (Bamford BA 1986) left 
to work part time at a wedding shop. She now 
lives in Timperley with husband Shaun and 
their three children Adam (19), Luke (13) and 
Erin (12). She also teaches piano to Grade 8 
level and currently has 30 pupils. 

Denise Vernazza (Hart BEd 1987) currently 
works at St Paul’s C of E primary school in 
Wigan as Maths, Music and PE co-ordinator. 
She is doing a part-time MaST course at Edge 
Hill University. She has four children and still 
lives in Wigan. 

Lawrence Bee (BA 1986) has worked for 
the Civil Service as an Executive Officer in 
the Fylde area since 1988. He is married 
to Diane and they have two children. Best 
wishes. 

Sharon Cattermole (nee Forsdyke) 
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We are always keen to 
hear your news, so if you 
would like to become 
a Year Note Secretary, 
please contact us to find 
out arrangements and 
print deadlines. 

Contact:
01244 511078
f.roberts@chester.ac.uk



graduate head start

A Head Start for Saul and Denver
Faced with an increasingly demanding 
job market, the University has found a 
way to give its graduates the edge.
The Graduate Head Start (GHS) scheme 
was set up by the University’s Careers and 
Employability Department to guide and 
support any recent graduates who have not 
yet found employment or, perhaps, have 
not yet entered a field that matches their 
long-term professional ambitions. Provided 
as a free service for participants, the four-day 
course gives graduates a grounding in the 
necessary skills to boost their employability.

Two recent examples of its success have 
been graduates Saul Malpass, 23, from 
Kidderminster and Denver Burke, 22, from 
Northern Ireland. After landing placements 
through the scheme at a Chester-based digital 
media company, they have both converted 
them into full-time positions and are now 
thriving in their new found roles.

Saul, who works as a Search Engine 
Optimisation Technician said: “Graduate Head 
Start greatly helped me with gaining work 

experience and eventually getting a job. Prodo 
Digital Marketing is a really good company to 
work for, which looks after its workers, but if I 
hadn’t ended up here, GHS helped me acquire 
skills which could have been used in several 
different jobs.”

Denver, now a Digital Marketing Executive 
with the firm, added: “Without the Graduate 
Head Start programme, I’m unsure if I would 
have had the opportunity to be given a role 
I preferred, because my actual experience 
within the industry was minimal. The learning 
sessions helped improve, and make me aware 
of, many areas such as becoming a team 
player, becoming a better learner, and how to 
develop a more appealing CV.”

The programme, 
however, is not just beneficial 
to those at the early stages of 
their career. It has also been 
well received by employers. 

Pippa Adams, Managing Director of 
Prodo Digital Marketing, said: “We’ve found 
working with the University of great benefit 
to us. As a local employer it is essential 
to have access to bright, talented and 
motivated people, and the University has 
direct access to them. The Programme gives 
both employer and prospective employee 
the opportunity to sound each other out and 
is a really valuable resource. Through their 
efforts, Denver and Saul have now joined us 
and are proving to be incredibly capable (and 
lovely) individuals.

“We’re keen to develop our links with the 
University further and would recommend the 
programme to other businesses looking to 
build their workforce.”

For further information 
on the Graduate Head Start 
Scheme, contact Sally 
Harding on 01244 513066 
or e-mail careers@chester.

Saul (left) and Denver in the Prodo offices. 
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reunion news

From the Cheshire Plains 
to the Himalaya

Since Russell Jackson trained as a Technical 
Studies teacher at the then Chester College 
between 1967 to 1970 his work has taken him 
half way round the globe, ending up at the 
‘Rooftop of the World’. 

After graduating, he volunteered with 
the United Nations lecturing in the Bahrain 
Men’s Teacher Training College, situated in an 
old palace where materials were scrounged 
from various sources including the RAF base in 
Muharraq.  

On returning home, Russell taught for 
six years at Ellesmere Port Boys’ Grammar 
School – later Whitby High School. He and his 
wife Dorothy revisited the Middle East, where 
Russell taught Engineering in The Royal Guard 
Boys’ Technical School in Oman. 

During three very fulfilling years he worked 
with some enthusiastic boys, devised his own 
curriculum and supervised his students making 
model working steam engines.  

In 1980 the couple returned to the UK, 
intending to teach abroad again, but stayed in 
Whitby until Russell ‘retired’ in 2009. However, 
he didn’t take to ‘tending the greenhouse’ and 
secured a post as Director of The Kathmandu 

University High School on a local salary basis. 
He classifies himself as a ‘sort of geriatric VSO!’

The school is 25km from Kathmandu, away 
from the pollution and the traffic. There are 
550 children, aged from six to 18, about 60% 
of whom board in rented village hostels. This 
fee-paying school is well equipped compared 
to most Nepalese schools, but compared 
to the UK there is a long way to go. Power 
cuts, which last 12 hours in 24, cause much 
disruption, continuing until the winter snows 
melt.  

But as Russell explains: “Aspirations and 
motivation do not differ across generations 
and continents and I still focus on these as I’ve 
done so throughout my teaching career.”

The children are “delightful” and Russell 
spends a great deal of time putting his hands 
together to reply to their polite ‘Namaste’ 
greeting. He advises the Principal, gives 
academic guidance, liaises with outside 
agencies and provides a school development 
strategy. This year the first students are 
completing their Cambridge ‘A’ levels in 
sciences. One day some may even apply to 
study at the University of Chester!

Here come 
the girls!
Cheryll Shuttleworth (née Higgs) sent us 
a photo, depicting a mini reunion that 
she and three friends had recently on the 
Warrington Campus, four decades after 
first registering as students.  

Cheryll said: “It was a real trip down 
memory lane for us! It was 40 years since 
we had started together and 36 years 
since Chris Parums (née Kuzniarz), Dorothy 
Griffin (née Brighton) and Linda Hamilton 
(née Gannon) had seen each other at the 
University of Manchester for graduation. 
I had actually seen all of them over the 
years, but none of them recently.

“It was interesting to see the changes 
at ‘Padgate’ - the huts where we had 
French lectures have gone; the fish and 
chip place near the library, which we 
frequented regularly, also gone. We walked 
down the Education corridor where we 
would view the list of our Teaching Practice 
schools with some trepidation and we 
fondly remembered cream cakes at the 
afternoon break! Great fun to reminisce. 
Then we went to The Plough at Haughton 
Green for lunch on the recommendation of 
the University’s office staff - lovely!”

Cheryll, Chris, Dorothy and Linda will 
all celebrate their 60th birthdays in 2013, 
and have vowed to meet up again then. 
They are pictured outside ‘Hostel 2’, as 
they knew it, which is where Chris had 
lived.  They often gathered in her room, as 
she was the only one with a TV!

The Annual Reunion 2012
This year’s University of Chester Alumni Association Annual Reunion is to be held from Friday 7 
– Sunday 9 September and promises to be a well-attended event: perhaps even breaking last 
year’s record!  Several alumni have already enquired about coming along with their year groups 
and we look forward to meeting them.  The programme has been arranged, and it will be a 
superb opportunity to catch up with old friends and see the latest developments on campus.  If 
you would like to join us, you can complete the booking form online at www.chesteralumni.com 
or fill in the enclosed form and return it to the Conference Office, University of Chester, Parkgate 
Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.
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From left to right:  Dorothy, Chris, Linda and 

Cheryll, standing outside what was ‘Hostel 2,’ 

(now Lancaster Hall).  



Three generations at Chester
Alumnus John Allcock recalls how he followed in 
his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps, training to 
become teachers at the then Chester College.

“My grandfather, Rudolph Sidney Hicks 
Allcock, qualified at Chester College in 1891. 
He came from a military family with links to 
the Macclesfield area and ran his life with 
military precision. After teaching in the mining 
area of Chesterfield, he was appointed as 
Head Master 
of Bakewell 
C of E School 
in about 
1896, where 
he remained 
until his 
retirement in 
1935, though 
he continued 
to teach PE 
and boxing at 
a local private 
school some 
years after that.

“Naturally 
his sons were 
members of 
the Church Lads 
Brigade, where he was an officer and involved 
in the commencement of the Boy Scout 
Movement. As soon as they were old enough, 
they became pupil teachers and volunteer 
members of the Derbyshire Yeomanry 
territorial force, along with other local boys 
recruited by him. 

“On the outbreak of the First World War 
he was an immediate volunteer, becoming an 
instructor at the British School of Musketry, 
while his wife and daughter became nurses 
at their local hospital for the wounded. Much 
to his disgust, his  local bishop decided that 
his presence was needed at his school to 
halt the failing standards, and engineered his 
discharge from the army to retake his position 
in the community.

“At the outbreak of war my father, Charles 
Richard Allcock, with his friends, was recalled 
from a scout camp to be Derbyshire Yeoman. 
They served in Salonika and Gallipoli before 
returning home, where he entered Chester 
College, to qualify in 1921. 

“He began teaching at Long Eaton, before 
moving to Baslow as Head Master in 1925, 
then succeeding his father as Head Master 

at Bakewell in 1935 until his retirement. One 
of his friends was ‘Nobby’ Clark, who was 
still lecturing in Art at Chester College during 
the 1950s and he continued his love of art 
throughout his life. 

“My father kept a diary 
throughout the Second World 
War, using his entries to produce 
a hand scripted volume of the 
Yeomanry activities, complete 
with hand drawn maps, a copy 
of which is in the Imperial War 
Museum. The original is in the 
Derbyshire Yeomanry Museum 
at Derby. 

“He became a respected 
local historian, while 

continuing his interest 
in the scouts, first as Troop Leader and 
rising to be District Commissioner. 
During the Second World War he 
was the local billeting officer, also a 
member of the special police, ending 
up as the District Superintendent 
and was voluntary secretary to nine 
different organisations including the 
Derbyshire Yeomanry Old Comrades 
reunions. He would never take any paid 
position.

“After his retirement he was usually the 
first to be approached when radio or TV 
wanted a local expert for their programme.

“I was his second son - my older brother 
unfortunately died as a result of an accident 
on the school cricket field. When the Second 
World War began I was at the Lady Manners 
School and volunteered for the Royal Air 
Force flying crew at 17 and under their 
scheme became a member of Edinburgh 
University Air Squadron.

“We were eventually sent for training at 
the Navigation School on Prince Edward Island 
and were two weeks off our qualification 
when VJ Day was announced. Training ceased 
and we were re-mustered to other duties 
where I had the good fortune to be posted to 
Air Ministry Scientific Intelligence in London.

“On demobilisation I was 25 and destined 
to become the third generation of my family 
to attend Chester College. It was an unusual 
group, composed of men who had just been 
demobbed from the forces who found the 
restrictive atmosphere of the College rather 
irksome, and some school leavers, who must 
have regarded it as a continuation of their 
education.

“I qualified in 1951 and opted for primary 
teaching because I enjoyed the teaching 
practice in those schools, and to keep my 
distance from any request to apply for a post 
at Bakewell!

“Circumstances led me to work with the 
less able children and I eventually took the 
one year course for Teachers of Handicapped 
Children at Manchester. That led to a post 
at a residential school for children with 
cerebral palsy and eventually to work with 
emotionally disturbed children as Head of 
School, attached to a children’s home, until 

my retirement.

  “I was hoping to see a fourth generation 
at the University of Chester, but my grandson 
has chosen elsewhere. I wish him well…”

John’s grandfather, RSH 

Allcock, 1891.

John’s father, CR Allcock, 1921.

John Allcock, as he began his teaching 

career in 1951.

feature
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Above: 
David - front left.

Right: 
The Hulse 
Memorial Prize 
for Community 
Service certificate.

Not just plain sailing for graduate  

Rowing in Chester led 
David around the world! 
When David R Johnson arrived at Chester in 1957, to enrol 
in Teacher Training, like many others he had just completed 
National Service. He recalls how some fellow students found it 
difficult to readjust to a life on campus, having been in military 
roles for two years, making decisions and being allowed 
some independence. Not everyone found the academic 
environment as flexible and some felt that their wings had 
been distinctly clipped!  

David joined the Science Club, with one of the outings to a local brewery, where students were 
invited to taste samples… the after effects of which, however powerful, did not mean that a 
student was permitted to miss a meal on campus! 

In his second year, David ran the College Shop, selling toffees, cigarettes and stationery 
and as a result, was awarded the Hulse Memorial Prize for Community Service. He still has the 
publications that he bought with his book tokens, to the value of two pounds. 

feature
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Science Club:  David is in the second row, fifth  from right.  His friend Jim Whittaker 
(better known as Jim ‘Bowen’) is in the front row, second from right.



Far right:  David pictured wearing the College Colours 
Tie and holding the book he purchased with the token.  

Right: David at the helm of the Nuclear Electric, as night 
approaches in the Tropics.

David joined the Rowing Club, taking on the 
role of Club Secretary, for which he was awarded 
the Colours Tie.

David recalls: “In 1957 the student population 
was around 150 – 170, and with such a small 
number of fellow students it was easy to know 
most of them, whilst at the same time having a 
small group of close friends”.  

One of his close friends was a fellow Maths 
student named Jim Whittaker, who shortly after 
leaving College abandoned teaching for a career 
as a comedian.  He toured the Working Mens’ 
Clubs of the North West and eventually became 
known as Jim Bowen, host of the TV game show 
Bull’seye.  

After graduating, David became a science 
teacher in Stockport, and then left the profession, 
turning his career to the pharmaceuticals industry.  
In the early 1970s, he and his family relocated to 
Eastbourne, where he learned to sail. He raced 
several classes of dinghies, including catamarans, 
later progressing to cruising the coastlines of the 
Channel Islands, Brittany and Holland.  

By 1989, David was looking for a bigger 
adventure, and was selected as a crew member 
for the British Steel Challenge Round the World 
Yacht Race.  After intensive training, he set off in 
1992 to compete in the event, organised by Sir 
Charles ‘Chay’ Blyth CBE BEM, the first person to 

sail non-stop westwards around 
the world.  Chay’s vision 

was to find a group of 
people from all walks 

of life and of all ages 
up to 60 to race 

from west to 
east, which 
meant going 
against the 

prevailing 
winds and 
currents. 

There were 
four legs 

to the race and David completed the first, from 
Portsmouth to Rio de Janeiro on the boat Nuclear 
Electric. He said: “The Nuclear Electric was the 
overall winner of the race and I, along with the 
rest of the crew members, were all presented 
with a winner’s trophy by HRH Princess Anne in 
the summer of 1993”.

On returning to dry land, David continued his 
teaching career in Qatar, then Oxfordshire, before 
retiring to the south coast.  He has looked through 
some old photos and selected some to be printed 
for everyone to share.  
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The Rowing Club 1959.  David is on the front row, far left.

Laundry facilities on board.
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Giving Cheshire’s 
slime moulds the 
limelight
Bruce Ing, Visiting Professor 
of Environmental Biology, 
began studying slime 
moulds in 1957. With 
over 50 years of 
knowledge, he is 
now a world authority 
on these fascinating organisms.

Having  published more than 200 
papers on slime moulds and fungi and, he has 
recently published a book, Biodiversity in the 
North West: The Slime Moulds of Cheshire, 
available from University of Chester Press.

In December, he also featured in the BBC 
documentary After Life: The Strange Science 
of Decay.

Slime moulds straddle the boundaries 
between fungi and protozoans. They are 
found on decaying wood, but do not cause the 
wood to rot, as that is the bacteria on which 
they feed.  

In his book, Bruce describes all of the 
species found in the district around Cheshire, 
particularly focusing on the past 40 years.  

For more information, please contact Sarah 
Griffiths, Managing Editor of the University of 
Chester Press (Email: sarah.griffiths@chester.
ac.uk  or Tel: 01244 513305).

Public Events 
Programme 
The University plays a prominent role in the 
cultural life of Chester and hosts a programme 
of events throughout the year. 
Many of these are free and open to everyone, 
and the speakers are members of staff from 
the University unless otherwise indicated. 

Some require pre-booking so we 
recommend referring to the University 
website which is regularly updated with all the 
latest information (www.chester.ac.uk) and 
further dates will be announced throughout 
the year.

We would be delighted to welcome our 
alumni back to Chester for these events so 
please do take a look at the programme. We 
hope you find something of interest.

Professorial inaugural Lecture by Professor 
Jeff Adams 
Contemporary Art and Education: A Critical 
Alliance
25 Apr 2012 
Free Admission (by ticket only) 
Host: The University’s Department of 
Corporate Communications 
Contact: Jenni Westcott, j.westcott@chester.
ac.uk, 01244 511344 
Tea and coffee served from 6.30 pm.

Accommodating Dissent: Some Lessons from 
1662 
2 May 2012 
Professor Clyde Binfield, University of Sheffield 
Host: Chester Theological Society.

Florence Nightingale: A Woman of Letters 
9 May 2012 
Professor Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, 
Faculty of Health and Social Care.

rapid management Development of 
Situated Practitioner Research Capacity
9 May 2012 
Tony Wall, Senior Lecturer, Professional 
Development, Faculty of Business, Enterprise 
and Lifelong Learning.

annual research Colloquium 
12 Jun 2012 
Keynote Speaker: Professor John Mahon, 
Maine Business School, University of Maine, 
USA 
Host: Faculty of Business, Enterprise and 
Lifelong Learning.

Chester’s own 
‘rock star’

The world’s first Professor of Geodiversity has 
shared her extensive knowledge as part of a 
radio programme celebrating the geology and 
history of the River Dee.

During a remarkable career, which has 
seen Professor Cynthia Burek work and lecture 
across the world – from New York to China – 
while operating from her base in Chester, she 
has become a well-regarded figure in the world 
of geology and, in recent years, has become a 
highly valued expert for many media interviews.

Professor Burek contributed to the BBC 1  

 
show Coast in 2006 and also BBC Radio 3’s 
programme Dee earlier this year.  For the latter, 
she provided an insight into the northern 
section of the river, sharing her unrivalled 
knowledge about this historical area. 

She said: “I spoke about the geology and the 
landscape of the river and the role it’s played as 
a border between England and Wales.”

Through this specific background and a 
familiarity with the area, gained from working 
locally at the University since 1994, Cynthia 
shared her expertise on the composition of 
the River, its surrounding landscape and the 
relationship it has with the local wildlife. She 
followed the River’s progress from its source in 
Snowdonia to its mouth at the Dee Estuary.

Cynthia added: “Landscape, geology 
and the natural environment should be an 
important and interesting topic for the average 
person. One message I always want to get 
across to my students, is that geodiversity 
underpins biodiversity. In other words, for us 
to protect diversity of life on this planet, we 
first need to look after the environments each 
species lives in.”

2012 is another busy year for Cynthia, 
as she will be taking part in several more 
broadcasts, while continuing to be a valuable 
part of the University.

For more information, please contact Sarah 
Griffiths, Managing Editor of the University of 
Chester Press (Email: sarah.griffiths@chester.
ac.uk  Tel: 01244 513305).

Bruce (left) looks for moulds with fellow 
naturalist Ian Evans.

Cynthia Burek with her book: 
Geodiversity Trail: Walking Through the 
Past on the University's Chester Campus.
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Write off for the High Sheriff’s 
Cheshire Prize for Literature
Now in its 10th year, The High Sheriff’s Cheshire Prize for Literature has become established as 
one of the North West’s leading writing competitions. Organised by the University of Chester 
and sponsored by Bank of America Europe Card Services, the competition is open, not only 
to individuals who live in Cheshire, but also to those who have other connections with the 
county.

The night before he received an honorary Doctor of Science, author and broadcaster 
Tony Robinson presented Catherine Jones from Stockport with The Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2011 at the University’s Molloy Hall.  

Catherine’s winning short story for children is entitled A Wisp of Green Smoke. 
She said: “I have enjoyed writing all my life but I’ve only recently had time to 
pursue it properly. This is only the second writing competition I’ve entered so I’m 
delighted with the result.

“I’m hoping this is the start of something new which will open doors for me. I 
had lots of good feedback which is very encouraging.”

Competition judge Jaki Brien, 
Senior Lecturer at the University, said: “We 
were delighted by the standard of entries. It was 
fantastic to have Tony Robinson there to meet 
the writers and read out their work.”

An anthology of these childrens’ stories; 
Wordlife: Stories and Poems from the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 2011 will be available later 
this year.

For 2012, the competition will focus on short 
stories, and further information is available at 
www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize 

University Foundation Awards for Excellence
Through the generosity of the Alumni 
Association and gifts from parents, governors, 
and staff past and present, the University is 
once again proud to be able to make three 
annual awards of £500. These University 
Foundation Awards for Excellence 2012 are 
intended to assist outstanding students of the 
University in three areas of activity.
1 study overseas
An award will be made to help a student of 
the University to attend a taught course of 
work-based learning placement overseas, 
as an accredited part of an undergraduate 
programme, or initial training programme in 

teaching, nursing or midwifery.
The award made in 2012 may be used to assist 
study in 2011 or 2012.
2 Study for a Higher Degree
An award will be made to help a graduate or 
diplomate of the University to study, on a full 
or part-time basis, for a higher degree through 
a taught programme, or by research.
The award will only be open to 2012 graduates 
and diplomates.
3 Competition in a Sport at 
International Level
An award will be made to help a student of 
the University who is selected to represent 

their country in a sport at Full International or 
Under-21 International Level.
The award will only be open to those selected 
as internationals in the year from July 2011 to 
July 2012.

Applications are made to the Vice-
Chancellor in a letter of no more than 500 
words, together with a reference from a 
Personal Tutor and should be received by June 
30, 2012.

Further information may subsequently 
be required to assist the Awards Selectors, 
appointed by the Alumni Association and the 
Governing Body.

Left to right: High Sheriff of Cheshire, Mr John Lea; Catherine Jones, winner; Tony 
Robinson; Jaki Brien, Chair of the Judging Panel and Senior Lecturer, Faculty of 
Education and Children’s Services.

The 2012 Prize will be for aShort Story

The High Sheriff’sCheshire Prize for Literature

Supported by Bank of America and the Department of English, University of Chester

The prize-winner will receive £2,000 

Additional prize-money of £750 will be awarded and the best entries will be published.

Information available at: www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize
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sporting spotlight

Net gains for wheel-chair basketball medallist
Summer 2012 will see a 
celebration of Great Britain’s 
heritage in the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.

Part of that history is 
Anna Jackson who, while 
representing the country in 
wheelchair basketball, 
amassed 70 caps over a 10 
year career, competing in 
several major international 
tournaments, achieving 
bronze medals in the 1999 
and 2003 European competitions and silver in the 
2004 Paralympic World Cup.

Anna, originally from Ruthin in North Wales, 
began playing after graduating from the University 
in 1997, when she retired from hockey due to 
recurring knee problems. She joined local club the 
Chester Rockets and, after just one season, was 
selected for the Great Britain Women's 
Wheelchair Basketball squad.

Anna explained: “My first experience of 
playing for Great Britain was at the World 
Championships in Sydney 1998. I will never forget 
the feeling of pulling on a GB vest. I was so proud 
and nervous at the same time!”

The Chester club later moved to Wrexham, 
becoming the ‘Celtic Warriors’, where Anna now 

plays alongside Caz Ballard-East, a fellow 
Chester alumna who was introduced to the 
sport by her teammate while at the 
University.

In a similar situation, she found herself 
seeking a sport that didn’t involve running. 
She explained: “I was playing rugby for the 
Uni and injured my knee. I was unable to 
return to running and struggled, as I had 
always played competitive sport.”

As an alternative, Caz was given some positive 
advice when Anna suggested she give wheelchair 
basketball a try, as it had been a constructive 
solution to her own injury issues.

The rest is now history. After several years 
playing experience, Caz is a fixture in the Warriors 

team. She said: “I am a senior 
squad player and have been for a 
number of seasons. I am also 
involved behind the scenes and am 
currently Chairperson.”

As well as competing in the 
National League, the Warriors also 
regularly go to local schools to run 
wheelchair basketball demo 

sessions and 
give talks about 
the sport and 
disability in 
general.

She added: 
“Anyone with 
or without a 
disability can 
play wheelchair 
basketball and 
is welcome to 
come and have 
a go! It’s really 

good fun, whether you want to play competitively 
or just for recreation. As a Club we have regular 
fun events for children and adults.”

For more information, visit www.
celticwarriors.org.uk and for wheelchair 
basketball, visit www.gbwba.org.uk

A lifelong sporting rivalry between brothers has 
now entered a new phase, as Chester alumnus 
Graham Muckalt faces his older sibling, Dave, in 
their current roles coaching competing school 
rugby teams.

Graham, 34, Head of PE and Director of Rugby 
at the renowned Ampleforth College in York, 
graduated from the University in 1999 with a 
degree in Sports Science and Theology.

He originally came to the University after 
many years playing Rugby Union alongside Dave, a 
professional Rugby Union player and current 
Director of Sport at the famous Giggleswick School 
in North Yorkshire.

A knee ligament injury in his first year 
prevented Graham from playing but, eventually, 
allowed him to progress on a new path. He 
explained: “I got to know a few players from the 
University’s Rugby League team on the Sports 
Science course and once I was fit again they 
encouraged me to try Rugby League.”

As a result, Graham flourished and, by the 
time he graduated, had earned caps for both the 

England and Great Britain Student teams.
He was also happy to represent Chester for 

his country as, he said: “The University had a very 
personal, community feel about it. Lecturers 
would greet you by name if they saw you, not as if 
you were just another number.”

He added: “My religious faith is also a very 
important part of my life and I found that I was 
able to continue that at Chester.”

Now, in his position at Ampleforth, a 
Benedictine institution, Graham finds he can keep 
a good balance between his faith, his work and his 
love of rugby.

It also means he is able to continue the 
competitive streak he shares with his brother. Last 

season, a fixture coincidentally arose between the 
schools at which both brothers coach their 
respective Rugby Union teams. After a decisive 
victory in the first inter-school meeting in 20 years, 
the fixture will continue.
Graham concluded: “I can continue to get one 
over on big brother for a good few more years!”

The Celtic Warriors wheelchair basketball team.

Anna in action for Great Britain.

Graham (left) in his England colours with 
fellow Chester Alumnus Mike Seddon.

Graham’s (far left) Ampleforth team with 
former England Rugby captain, Lawrence 
Dallaglio.

Brothers at arms


