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Introduction by

Canon Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the 
University of Chester, Chair of the 
University of Chester Alumni Association

Welcome to the spring edition of The Cestrian 
– a publication that provides a valuable link 
between the University, its current students 
and you, its former students our alumni who 
will always be warmly regarded members of 
its community.

I am pleased to be able to report the 
continuing successes of the institution, 
together with the latest news and 
accomplishments of your fellow alumni.

The calendar year ended with a satisfying 
vote of confidence from our students.  As part 
of an independent, national poll, their votes 
earned the University the accolade 'Most 
Improved Student Experience' in the 2012 
Times Higher Education awards.  The challenge 
now is to ensure that progress is sustained 
and we continue to meet the expectations 
of all our students, both undergraduate and 
postgraduate alike. 

Work continues apace on the 200-bed 
hall of residence in the centre of the Parkgate 
Road Campus, which is rapidly taking shape 
and will be ready for the first occupants in the 
late summer of this year.  Contractors have 
also started to build the new Food Technology 
Centre, also on the Main Campus, which will 
help reinforce the University's expertise in 
nutrition and food science. 

The New Year has already seen a string of 
successes for many of our former students, 
most notably with alumnus Sir Dave Brailsford 
featuring in the New Year’s Honours, knighted 
for his services to British cycling and the 
Olympic Games.

Sporting achievements and careers in this 
sector continue to feature, some of which are 
highlighted in the content of this issue of The 
Cestrian.  The importance of communication, 
notably language, is evident in the 
achievements of our graduates from the courses 
that we offer.  Sarah Percival has set the scene 
by gaining independence to study in Spain and 
provides a shining example of how barriers can 
be removed.  We will also be offering a Chinese 
Studies programme from September 2013, with 
the newly acquired Gateway House, opposite 

the Library in the city centre to support our 
increasing international student population.   

In early March, Universities and Science 
Minister, David Willetts MP, visited Chester to 
open the Riverside Innovation Centre.  He also 
took a tour of the University’s latest acquisition 
- the Shell Technology Centre in Thornton, 
Ellesmere Port.  The gifting of this world-class 
centre of excellence in Ellesmere Port to the 
University will result in the creation of a new 
Faculty of Engineering and Technology, with 
significant benefits for both the University 
and the regional economy.  I will provide fuller 
information about this latest development in 
the next issue.

Next year will be an especially important 
year as the University marks the 175th 
anniversary of the institution’s founding as 
the very first teacher training college in the 
country.  There will be many events that our 
alumni will be invited to attend in order to 
celebrate this occasion.  There will be a formal 
service of thanksgiving in Chester Cathedral, 
the annual alumni reunion will host a very 
special celebration for alumni to mark their 
contribution to the University, a restoration 
and rededication of the chapel, a number of 
monthly events celebrating different aspects 
of the University’s achievements and the 
publication of a new history of the University 
of Chester by Professor Graeme White.  The 
year-long celebrations will conclude with 
a series of balls for the students, staff and 
supporters of the University that we hope will 
last long in their memories.

Colleagues in the Alumni and Development 
Office would be delighted to hear from alumni, 
with memories and items of memorabilia that 
could be used on display as part of an exhibition 
to celebrate the University’s continuing 
presence in Chester, Warrington and Cheshire 
and the formal opening of a University Museum 
at the Riverside Campus.

I look forward to seeing you at a reunion 
event in the very near future and thank you for 
your continuing support.  

Tim Wheeler
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University helps Sarah become  
an independent traveller
Coming to University and embarking 
upon student life is always a time of 
great change; but for one visually 
challenged graduate it was also the start 
of a new phase of independence.  
Sarah Percival, age 22, from Warrington had never even been on public 
transport alone before, and was also a white cane user when she began 
her Spanish degree at Chester in 2008. 

Opting to study at Chester due to its compact environment with  
all the necessary support services at hand, during her first year Sarah 
progressed from using a white cane, to having an assistance dog, ‘Beth’ 
to help her get around. Beth was the first residential guide dog at the 
University!

Sarah found the transition to student life comparatively easy, 
thanks to the support of the Disability Support team based at the 
University, while the arrival of Beth meant that she was able to achieve 
a greater degree of freedom and explore new horizons. 

As part of her four-year Spanish course, Sarah had the opportunity 
to spend a year out in Bilbao, North East Spain, studying the language.  

She spent her time working at the Centro de 
Recursos para Invidentes (CRI), an educational 
resource centre for the blind, as well as La 
Organización Nacional de Ciegos Españoles (ONCE), 
the Spanish national organisation for the blind.

Disability Support and the Department of 
Modern Languages at the University, together with 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, worked to ensure that Sarah 
could capitalise on her placement. She was able to 
improve her fluency and experience Spanish culture 
and she found it relatively simple to integrate into 
the community, opting to use public transport on a 
regular basis.

She said: “My time in Spain was the highlight of 
my four-year course. It was fantastic and I feel that 
the option to spend a year abroad is really good 
opportunity to help students improve on language and 
understanding about foreign cultures.  

“I received plenty of valuable support from 
Disability Support staff at the University during my 
time in Spain. They helped me apply for my Erasmus 
funding and also provided me with other disability 
funds that I was entitled to.  They also communicated 
with my academic tutors and Guide Dogs for the Blind 
with regards to various routes to help me get around 
the city of Bilbao, North East Spain.  

“My guide dog was a terrific help and I don’t think 
I could have taken the year abroad without her!  I also 
think my work placement and accommodation were 
brilliantly organised by my tutors and it was easy to 
find my way around.” 

After completing her final year back in Chester, 
Sarah graduated with a 2:2 degree in November 
2012 and is now seeking employment using her 
Spanish language skills. She feels as though she has 
gained immeasurably from her time as a student, 
including the acquisition of academic knowledge 
and organisational skills, increased maturity, lasting 
friendships and, most of all, the experience of living 
independently. All these factors will stand her in good 
stead for a successful career. 

Sarah with her guide dog, Beth.
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New student accommodation in pipeline
Work is well underway on a new hall of 
residence, which will give students joining 
the University in September the option 
of living in brand new, purpose-built 
accommodation at the heart of the Main 
Campus in Chester.

The multi-million pound project, 
supported by Santander Corporate Banking, 

will provide 200 high grade, self- contained 
apartments each with bedrooms, study space, 
en-suite bathrooms and galley kitchens. 

A communal reception, function room, 
bicycle parking, sports changing and laundry 
facilities will also be provided within the 
new building, which is based opposite 
Seaborne Library and next to the all-

weather sports pitches. 
In addition to this new development, the 

University is currently awaiting the outcome 
of a joint planning application with La Salle 
Investment Management, submitted for a 
change of use of the 160 bedroom Chester 
Travelodge at Delamere Street to student 
accommodation.

University welcomes new Bursar
At the end of 2012, the University said a fond 
farewell to one of the longest standing members 
of its Senior Management Team (SMT). 

After 35 years of distinguished service to 
the University, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
University Secretary, Clerk to the University 
Council and Bursar, David Stevens, retired. 

He said: “I have been very fortunate to 
work for a University which has gone from 
strength to strength and which values and 
cares for its students.

“It has been a privilege to work with 
so many dedicated and talented people 
and I shall miss their companionship.  I am, 
however, looking forward to retirement.”

The University Rowing team named its 
new rowing boat ‘David Stevens’ as a way 
of honouring David’s length of service to 
the institution. Christened by David at his 
retirement presentation, it had its maiden 
voyage on the River Dee in February. The boat 
will continue to be used by the rowing club on 
a daily basis. 

The University Council has appointed Bill 
Stothart as Chief Financial Officer/Bursar and 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Finance). 
A Mathematics graduate of St Catherine’s 

College, Oxford, Mr Stothart also holds an 
MBA from Henley Management College.

Having trained as a Chartered Accountant, 
he has been Vice-Principal/Director of Finance 
and Resources at Wirral Metropolitan College 
since 2003.

Mr Stothart previously held senior 
leadership positions at Chief Financial 
Officer and Finance Director level in the UK 
and overseas, including wide experience 
in commercial business development, 
controllership, treasury, audit and IT.

He said: “I am delighted to be joining the 
University of Chester as I am hugely impressed 
by the facilities and the students that I have 
seen. The University is focussed on industry, 
commerce and the professions and has a 
great record for employability, affordability 
and student satisfaction. The University is 
still ambitious to improve and develop even 
further, so I am really looking forward to 
starting the role.” Professor Tim Wheeler, Adrian Lee,  

David Stevens and Anthony Parker.

Bill Stothart.

The construction of the new  

development is well under way.
An artist’s impression of how the new on-campus  accommodation block will look.
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Students support University’s best ever year
The University topped an incredibly successful 
year by scooping a coveted prize at a major 
national awards ceremony – and it was all 
thanks to its students.

The institution won the Most Improved 
Student Experience in the Times Higher 
Education (THE) 2012 Awards – a category 
which is voted for by students themselves.

The award was announced at a gala 
ceremony at the Grosvenor House Hotel,  
Park Lane, London, hosted by comedian  
David Walliams.

Chester was judged, along with the UK’s 
other universities, by up to 12,000 students 
polled by the student market research 
specialists YouthSight to rate the academic 
reputation, teaching, social life and facilities of 
their institutions.

The results were compared with a survey 
conducted in 2010-11, and the winner was 

the institution showing the greatest average 
improvement in overall student satisfaction 
and the biggest increase in its ranked position.

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor, 
said: “I am delighted at the award. It recognises 
the efforts of all the staff at the University, 
their enthusiasm, commitment and genuine 
care for the students of the University. It 
was particularly fitting that the award was 
received by Katie Badman, President of Chester 
Students’ Union, and the Rev Dr Lesley Cooke, 
Dean of Students.”

Katie Badman, President of Chester 
Students’ Union, added: “We’re absolutely 
delighted to have won this particular award, 
especially as it was the only category voted for 
by students themselves, making it all the more 
meaningful and prestigious.”

The University has also enjoyed an 
upwards trajectory of success this year in 

several national league tables. In The Times 
Good University Guide it was the highest 
ranking University of its kind in the North West 
– seeing a leap of 12 places to be placed at 59 
out of 116 institutions across the UK from last 
year’s position of 71.

In addition, it climbed 28 places in the 
2013 Guardian University Guide and it also 
improved by 12 places in The Complete 
University Guide. These all represent best-ever 
performances.

Thanks to a number of initiatives to 
improve environmental awareness and 
a ‘greener’ way of life at its Chester and 
Warrington Campuses, the University leapt 
33 places to be placed 64th in the People and 
Planet Green League 2012.

It was also named in the top 10 in a list 
of the safest places to study in The Complete 
University Guide.

Riverside Museum 
unlocks history of 
health and social care
A selection of curiosities from the world of 
medicine, nursing and social work, including a 
hand-written letter by Florence Nightingale, is 
now available for the public to view on a regular 
basis, at the University’s Riverside Museum.

The Museum houses a collection of 
everyday unusual objects from these fields, 
and has been developed by the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care (FHSC) Historical 
Society. Staffed by volunteers, several of 
whom are, or were, healthcare professionals, 
the collection will be available to view on one 
Wednesday afternoon per month.

The FHSC Historical Society aims to unite 
individuals with an interest in medicine, 

nursing and social work across the University 
and the wider community. It is also launching 
a range of talks and discussions which anyone 
with an interest in health and social care is 
welcome to attend. 

The collection now provides a forum 
for teaching and research and there are 
plans for themed exhibitions to take place 
in the future. It is also continuing to grow 
and develop with generous donations from 
Chester and further afield.

Professor Elizabeth Mason Whitehead 
said: "The Society is pleased to welcome 
members of the public to enjoy the collection 
at the Riverside Museum and we hope those 
with an interest in health and social care will 
join us at our talks.

“We would like to further expand 
the Society`s membership to include the 
community and enable the collection to be 
used for research and learning. We are also 
interested in hearing from anyone who would 
like to get involved in the Society – not just 

those from a health background."
Due to the Museum being staffed by 

volunteers and the limited opening times, 
visitors are advised to check the opening 
times and dates before they arrive. For the 
latest opening information visit: http://www.
chester.ac.uk/hsc/riverside-museum

If you are an alumnus of the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care and would like to get 
involved with the Museum, please e-mail 
r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk

Professor Elizabeth Mason Whitehead 
with a letter written by Florence 
Nightingale, on display at the Museum.

The construction of the new  

development is well under way.

http://www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/riverside-museum
http://www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/riverside-museum
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University celebrates its new Honoraries
During the graduation ceremonies of 2012, the University was proud to confer honorary degrees upon 
12 distinguished people in recognition of their outstanding contributions to academia, the arts, business, 
industry, science and law. We are delighted to announce the University’s newest Honorary Graduates. 

michael trevor Barnston mBe JP Dl  
received a Master of Business 
Administration in recognition of 
his outstanding contribution to 
the Chester and Cheshire business 
communities.

 Norman Goodwin was awarded 
a Master of Arts in recognition 
for his contribution towards 
social work, adoption services 
and the family. 

Professor sir John enderby cBe Frs 
was awarded a Doctor of Science 
in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to Physics. 

Dr Duncan shaw mBe was 
awarded a Doctor of Science in 
recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the work of the 
University over many decades.

Judge Derek halbert was 
awarded a Doctor of Laws in 
recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to legal affairs in the 
county of Cheshire.

Sir Donald insall cBe FriBa was 
awarded a Doctor of Architecture 
in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to architecture and 
conservation. 

 shirley hughes oBe received a 
Master of Arts in recognition for 
her prolific and highly-acclaimed 
work as a children’s author and 
illustrator.

For more information about our honorary 
graduates, please visit www.chesteralumni.com

stephen Broadbent received a 
Doctor of Fine Arts in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution to 
sculpture and the creative arts.

neville chamberlain cBe received a  
Doctor of Science in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution 
to business development in 
Cheshire, the North of England and 
internationally.

Jeffery lockett mBe Dl received a 
Doctor of Music for his outstanding 
contribution to opera.

Viscount michael ashbrook JP Dl  
received a Doctor of Business 
Administration in recognition of 
his outstanding contribution to the 
county of Cheshire.

Professor christopher Baker was 
awarded a Doctor of Science in 
recognition for his outstanding 
contribution to Mathematics.

Professor anthony thiselton, 
Emeritus Professor of Christian 
Theology at the University of 
Nottingham and the University 
of Chester was awarded a Doctor 
of Theology in recognition of 
his outstanding contribution to 
theological writing and critical review.

http://www.chesteralumni.com
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Hayley gets a ‘head 
start’ with her career
Over the past three years, the University of Chester 
has consistently been at the forefront of the North 
West’s figures for graduate employability.

The Graduate Head Start (GHS) programme, 
delivered by Careers and Employability, is a free 
three-day programme which is funded by the 
University and the European Social Fund. This unique 
and innovative programme has been designed to 
support graduates who are yet to find employment 
or who are not fulfilling their career ambitions. 

Since its inception, the programme has helped 
a whole host of graduates along their chosen 
career paths and Hayley Miles, 21, from Winsford in 
Cheshire is just one of them.

Hayley graduated from the BA Graphic Design 
course last year and decided to enroll on the GHS 
programme to help her find employment.

She said: “I wanted to do something to help me 
gain some confidence when applying for jobs and the 
GHS programme sounded great. 

“The course helped me to look at my future, to 
focus on where I wanted to be and to look at what I 
could do to help me achieve my goals in life. It also 
reminded me that I had a good degree, for which I 
had worked extremely hard. 

“I found the applications and interview sessions 
very beneficial as it made me realise how important 
it was to prepare properly for interviews and I learnt 
skills that would help me be the best in order to 

stand out from other applicants. 
“As well as all of this, the 

programme also showed me how 
to stand on my own two feet and 
how to network effectively. It 
helped me to decide on what I 
should be doing in the meantime 
to help improve my employability, 
for instance gaining work experience and 
obtaining freelance work. 

 “The members of the GHS team were 
great and gave me back lots of confidence and 
drive. However, being able to talk to the other 
graduates on the programme, who were also in 
my situation, made me realise that I wasn’t alone 
and that there were other people out there 
struggling to find employment and to get their 
foot through the door.  

Soon after I finished the programme I got 
a job that I really wanted and I haven’t looked 
back since. Without a doubt, if it wasn’t for the 
Graduate Head Start team I wouldn’t be where I 
am now and in a profession that I love.”

The Graduate Head Start programme will 
run on various dates throughout the year. In 
order to find out more about the programme, 
to check to see when the next course will run 
or to apply for a place visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/careers/graduate-head-start

Graduates share their ‘hazardous’ experience
Final-year students on the Natural 
Hazard Management (NHM) programme 
within the Department of Geography 
and Development Studies (GDS) had the 
opportunity to learn some top tips on 
getting into the industry, when five recent 
NHM graduates returned to the University 
to attend an employability event.

The graduates spoke about their 
experience of studying at Chester, the 
knowledge and transferrable skills that 
helped them gain employment, what 
their current roles involve, and suggested 
ways in which  students could make 
themselves more employable or succeed in 
postgraduate studies. Technology allowed 
one graduate to participate in the event by 
‘Skyping’ in from Australia!

Other graduate speakers included:
• John Kreft (Graduated 2012) – 

Graduate Engineer, Mouchel
• Gavin campbell (2012) – Frontier 

Agriculture Ltd
• Joel Chetham (2010) - GIS Data 

Analyst, Tertiary Minerals
• matthew Fox (2011) – FCRM/

Modelling and Hydrology Officer, 
Environment Agency 

• emma rowbottom (2012) – GIS Analyst 
– Department of Environment and 
Conservation, Wellington District, Western 
Australia.

Dr Servel Miller, Senior Lecturer and 
NHM Programme Leader, said: “The NHM 
course, like all other courses within the GDS 
Department, embeds employability within 

the module and works closely with Careers 
and Employability to achieve good outcomes 
for its students. As a result, graduates 
from GDS programmes, are amongst the 
highest percentage, in relation to geography 
departments in the North West, to become 
employed in graduate level jobs, six months 
after graduation.”

FREE
programmepr

A FREE 
programme 
for University 
of Chester 
graduates who 
are yet to  nd 
employment 
or who are 
not ful lling 
their career 
ambitions.

Hayley Miles.

NHM graduates return to talk to current students.

http://www.chester.ac.uk/careers/graduate-head-start
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Alumnus, Sir Dave Brailsford.

All hail! Sir Dave Brailsford, 
Coach of the Year 2012
the University was delighted when in 
December at the BBc Sports Personality of 
the Year (SPOTY) Awards, one of its former 
students and honorary graduates was 
celebrated once again. 

Dave Brailsford, who studied sport 
and exercise sciences with Psychology 

at chester and graduated in 1994, was 
named 2012 coach of the Year after 

helping guide team GB riders to eight 
gold medals for the second 

successive olympics. 
he first won the top 

coach award in 2008, 
and has overseen 

teams who have 
won a total of 30 
medals, 18 of them 

gold, helping cyclists 
such as Tour de France 

winner Bradley Wiggins, sir chris 
hoy and Victoria Pendleton. 

topping off a remarkable year, the 
48-year-old Performance Director of British 
cycling and team sky Principal, was knighted 
in the Queen’s new Year’s honours list. 

he said: “it is a bit surreal really. it is 
quite humbling and it really is something to 
try to get my head around.

“i’m very lucky and aware that the sport 
of cycling has grown and that we have had 
great success because it is a team effort over 
a long, long period of time.

"i can totally understand it when chris 
(hoy) was knighted when he won his three 
gold medals, or with Brad (Wiggins), because 
to have done what they have done is pretty 
amazing.

"But i guess it does feel a little bit 
uncomfortable given the hard work that 
everyone puts in that there is an individual 
recognition rather than a group recognition. 
that is a bit of a challenge - but it is a great 
honour nevertheless.”

Faris scores hit with the BBC
Less than four weeks after graduating, 
Faris Dannan who studied Commercial 
Music Production at the University’s 
Warrington Campus, had his work featured 
on BBC World’s flagship daytime football 
programme, Football Focus.

The talented graduate wrote and 
produced the music himself and through 
the Media Department staff members’ close 
contacts within the television industry, Faris’s 
music was chosen to accompany one of the 
programme’s features. 

Faris said: “I have always enjoyed 
composing and producing music for visuals 
and, after I graduated, I kept strong contacts 
with my tutors as well as trying to get involved 
in lots of projects. 

“Before I graduated, my Commercial Music 
Production tutor, Jim Mason, told me that I 
should not stop working to pursue my dream. 

“I created a track, which I sent to Jim, who 
liked my work and said that he would send it 
to his contacts. I was amazed when he got in 
touch with me to say that the BBC wanted to 
use it on Football Focus.

“I was so shocked, I called my family 
straight away to let them know and they were 
so happy for me. It was a dream come true 
and I am so proud and honoured that they 
chose to use my music. After listening to my 
audio track on the BBC, I believe that nothing 
is impossible and that I might get the chance 
to find work in this field.”

Jim Mason, Senior Lecturer in Commercial 
Music Production, said: “Faris was a superb 
student. One of his undeniable attributes is his 
determination.

“He has massive enthusiasm and drive to 
accompany his music-related talents, which 
are both broad and deep. He is also very 

polite, friendly and professional, and has a 
genuine love for what he does music-wise.”

Faris is currently working on producing a rock 
album and continuing to seek new opportunities, 
in which he can showcase his work. 

Faris Dannan.
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Alumni art exhibition goes  
on display at Kingsway
A collection of artwork by staff past and 
present from the University’s Faculty of 
Arts and Media has been displayed at the 
institution’s Kingsway Buildings.

The Art and Design Staff Portfolio 
Exhibition and Edition, which was curated 
by Dr Cian Quayle, Senior Lecturer in Art 
and Design and Programme Leader in 
Photography, featured work from artists, 
designers and photographers who have 
all taught, or continue to teach, in the 
Department of Art and Design. 

The exhibition featured a selection 
of work from artists across a range of 
disciplines, from Fine Art to Photography and 
Graphic Design.

One of these contributors was Tom 
Wood, a Visiting Lecturer in Photography, 
whose exhibition Men and Women opened 
at the Photographers’ Gallery in London to 
great critical acclaim. A book of the same 
title published by Stedl is due for release 
this spring. His work is also featured in 
the Documentary Photography Archive in 
Manchester and an exhibition of this work 
curated by Cian opens at the Contemporary 

Art Space Chester (CASC) gallery in April.
Dr Quayle said: “The Art and Design Staff 

Portfolio Edition included an example of each 
staff member’s artwork accompanied by a 
text insert which outlined their research. It 
was designed by Visiting Lecturer, Mireille 

Fauchon, and the project was supported by 
Research and Knowledge Transfer funding 
at the University. The exhibition featured 
a selection of work related to the Portfolio 
Edition, which is on sale at galleries, 
museums and bookshops across the UK.”

Alumni give something back to the University
This year, through generous donations 
from the alumni community, the Alumni 
Executive Committee has decided to offer 
a new award providing financial assistance 
to students at the University.  

The Cestrian Alumni Award consists 
of two awards of £500 each. Current 
students or staff; individuals or a team 
who meet the criteria are able to apply 
for the award to assist with funding 
towards sporting activities at a high level 
(eg at national or international level) or 
non-sporting activities which support the 
community and demonstrate support for 

the welfare of others.
Fiona Roberts, Alumni and 

Development Manager at the University 
said: “We are keen to encourage 
students or staff to fulfil their goals, 
and want to alleviate a lack of funds as 
a barrier to achieving personal success.  
We are looking forward to receiving 
applications and hearing about the 
activities proposed.”

For more information about  
The Cestrian Alumni Award visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/campus-life/student-
welfare-money-matters/other-funding

Installation view 1 – (L-r) Work by Cian Quayle, Lesley Halliwell, Bernadine Murray, 

Jeremy Turner & Mireille Fauchon. Guy Mayman in foreground.

Installation view 2 – (L-r) Work by Rob Meighen, Lisa Kronenburg, Paul Needham & 

Tom Wood. Maxine Bristow in foreground.
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Professor Peter Harrop and his 
mother-in-Law, Muriel Loudon, 
share a fond connection with the 
Padgate Campus in Warrington, 
but for two very different reasons.
Peter has been Pro Vice-
Chancellor of the University and 
Provost based at the Warrington 
Campus, since 2009, where 
mature student Muriel embarked 
on a BEd course in 1968.
The Campus has changed 
dramatically since the days of 
Padgate College and recollections 
have been a popular topic of 
discussion at family gatherings. 
Peter and Muriel share their vision 
and memories of the Campus with 
Editor of The Cestrian, Amy Jones.

I attended Padgate College in 1968-
1972 as a mature day student. It 

was a time when there was a shortage of 
teachers and the authorities recognised the 
wealth of talent in an older generation, who 
for some reason or other, had been denied 
a college education in their youth. The 
College, although small by today’s standards, 
was expanding rapidly. During the 1960s 
a large building programme took place to 
accommodate the increasing student body 
and also to bring the facilities up to date. 
Most of the building had taken place by 
the time I entered College – the new halls 
of residence and the teaching block were 
complete. The huts, as we called them, were 
still in use and as the two subjects I was taking 
were based in them. Although the teaching 
rooms were very small and cramped, we 
all crowded together. The atmosphere was 
very friendly and knew each other, unlike the 
impersonal mass lectures in the hall.

Padgate was not my college of choice and 
I knew nothing of its educational standing- it 
just happened to be eight miles from where I 
lived on a bus route. Needless to say the bus 
timetable did not coincide with lectures.

On my first day at College in 1968 (I 
remember it well!) I walked through the 

wrought iron gates along the main 
imposing drive to Reception. I felt 
bewildered, crowds of young students 
milling around. I did not know where to 
go. My ‘College Mother’ had not turned 
up. I had just about made up my mind to 
catch the next bus when she arrived- a 

very confident looking girl who 

took me in-hand and gave me reassurance 
that everything would be all right. Here I was 
full of apprehension, yet I was old enough to 
be her mother!

During my time at College the number 
of students was increasing. The four year 
BEd course had been introduced in certain 
subjects, with its first graduates in 1969. 
This ran alongside the three year certificate 
course. The BEd students had a very heavy 
workload which was very hard to fit in with 
family life. It was a very strict regime and 
there were no favours given. I was the only 
mature student in my year doing drama and 
when a production was in rehearsal, I would 
often be there until nine in the evening. The 
drama department was run on very strict 
professional lines.  A small hiccup during my 
performance and we were all summoned 
and read the riot act. I had just passed my 
driving test and was asked to go to Warrington 
to collect a missing student. I replied quite 
nonchalantly that I couldn’t drive in traffic. I 
was told in no uncertain terms to get on my 
way, which I did with great difficulty. Another 
time I was given 24 hours to produce 12 
pairs of knickers to match the gold metallic 
costumes for the Greek Chorus in The 
Bacchae. After trying the whole range in M&S, 
all of which were rejected by the producer, 
in desperation I bought some matching 
material and my mother and I stayed up all 
night making them. These were passed by the 
producer, but the girls of the chorus weren’t 
very thrilled with the fit. 

Attending POSA meetings over the 
years I have seen the College and the 
surrounding areas change. Back in the 
1960s the area was completely rural 
surrounded by farmland. Crab Lane was 
no more than a country road. Now the 
College is surrounded by housing estates, 

Then and now: 
Warrington

Muriel Loudon.

A selection of pictures of Padgate College  
circa 1960



The Cestrian 2013          11

university newsfeature

business parks and numerous traffic islands to 
bamboozle drivers!

On my visit in 2009, I found the College 
very much changed- the huts had gone and 
the Derek Newton Theatre, where I spent 
many happy hours in productions, had been 
refurbished. New buildings had mushroomed.

The mature day students did not fully 
integrate into College life, which ended after 
lectures and family life took over. Despite this, 
they slotted in with the younger students and 
the age difference was not apparent. We were 
all there with one aim - to become teachers. 

Although the student numbers greatly 
increased in the 60’s it was still small 
enough to remain a closely knit community. 
Everyone knew each other. Lecturers were 
approachable, as was the principal. It was 
just like one big happy family and that’s what 
made it special. 

I enjoyed my four years as a student. 
Since then, I have returned with mixed 
feelings - happy just to be there meeting old 
friends, talking about old times and sad to be 
no longer a part of the College camaraderie. 

The new developments, the loss of the 
huts, the refurbishing of the theatre, make it 
unrecognisable but I still have a picture in my 
mind of the Padgate of my time, which 
was a happy and satisfying experience.

Although I knew of Padgate 
College as a place where my 

mother-in-law had trained in the 1960s, 
and that it was somewhere near Croft 
(although in truth I wasn’t entirely clear 
where Croft was), I had no real sense of 
it as a place. I recall the first discussion 
within Chester College of Higher Education 
about our acquiring the site in 2001, 
but by then Padgate had been part of 
Warrington Collegiate Institute (formerly 

North Cheshire 
College) for many 
years and I still hadn’t 
connected this 
merger within my 
professional life with 
the ‘Padgate’ of my 
family life.  

When I first 
visited Padgate 
in 2002 the rural 
location Muriel 
[Loudon] described 
was long gone, 
and I approached 
the site from 
the M6, along a 
lengthy tree lined 

dual carriageway, skirting 
business and light industrial plants. This 
whole area of Warrington now sits on 
the margin of housing suburbs such as 
Padgate and Fearnhead and business 
parks such as Birchwood. The area – and 
especially the Campus – still maintains a 
very green and open feel. The site had a 
good buzz with a busy mixture of further 
education and higher education students, 
but the buildings and estate were looking 
tired. The merger itself involved all the 
usual complexities of politics, personalities 
and purses but the outcomes were 
very positive. Warrington Collegiate 
Institute achieved a marvellous new site 
on Winwick Road, thereby ensuring the 
continuance of vocational education in the 
town and the largest town in Cheshire got 
the University presence it richly deserved 
– even if that was the University of Chester 
rather than the University of Warrington!  

Since the merger there has been a 
great deal of change. Chester College of 
Higher Education gained its own degree 
awarding powers from the Privy Council, 
and went on to gain research degree 
awarding powers as well as full University 
title. The Training College many of you will 
remember is now the Warrington Campus 
of the University of Chester, and the base 
for 2,000 of our 17,800 students. Living 

on the Campus are 400 students – from a 
number of countries and from all over the 
UK – and the remainder commute in from 
around the region. In the last decade the 
University has spent over £12 million on 
the estate.  Former Padgate Old Students’ 
Association (POSA) members have been 
impressed with the improvements to the 
library, refectory, teaching blocks, grounds 
and gardens.  

Our students, both undergraduate 
and postgraduate, are studying across 
the Creative Industries in subjects such 
as Advertising, Events Management, 
Sports Development, Marketing and 
Public Relations, Music, Radio and 
Television Production and Journalism. 
We are very aware of our proximity to 
MediaCityUK at Salford Quays, where 
these and related skills are much valued.  
The University of Chester has a mission to 
careers of service, and our students also 
study teaching, nursing, coaching, youth 
work, social work and policing. Cheshire 
Constabulary undertakes all its graduate 
level training on the Campus. We work 
closely with Warrington Borough Council, 
and colleagues sit on the two recently 
established Warrington Cultural Trusts, 
as well as holding governorships in local 
schools and colleges. The Warrington 
Wolves Rugby League Club trains on the 
Campus and some of the players also 
study with us.  When the Rugby League 
World Cup comes to England and Wales 
this year we are very proud to be hosting 
the Samoan team.

Your former College is now a significant 
part of the University of Chester. My 
personal ambition as both University 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Provost at the 
Warrington Campus is to achieve an 
embedded localism that is nationally 
noteworthy and never parochial. We are 
on the way to achieving that aim, 
and you are always welcome.  

Professor Peter Harrop.

Pictured above: Modern-day Warrington campus
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Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of time 
and effort to gather information on their fellow former 
students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that 
specific medical details should only be included 
if the person being mentioned has given their 
permission to Year Note Secretaries for the 
information to be published. 

Where reports have been significant in 
length, these have been abridged in order 
to accommodate information from all those 
submitted.

1948

Our reunion at Rossett Hall this year was a very 
low-key event. Having lost stalwarts Norman 
Machin and Don Higginbottom recently, and 
with Geoff Topp too unwell to attend, we were 
a much depleted group. Those present were: 
David and Ruth Greenlees; Anne Cooke; Joy 
Daffon: and David and Caryl Lewis. Despite our 
small number it was most enjoyable.

It is becoming increasingly difficult to 
produce Year Notes with no information being 
provided; the only contact I have had with 
members of our year is by Christmas card, from 
Jack Land and Stan Holland, who are both in 
reasonably good health.

A final plea, therefore. Please try to send 
me some news, however brief, during the 
coming year, so that I can produce what may 
well be our final edition of Year Notes in 2013. 
(E-mail address would be most welcome.)

David lewis

18 Masefield Mews, Bridgend, CF31 4PS 
Tel: 01656 818 754   

Email: carylmarcus@btinternet.com

1951

Roy is not at all well but is battling on and is 
being cared for. Alan Smith has had a second 
stroke, but is also receiving good care. 

Ken Thorley and his wife Pat are taking short 
break holidays in the intervals between Pat’s 
chemotherapy sessions. Ivor Nichols is well and 
has kindly sent me a box of old ‘Collegians’; 
mostly from the 60’s and 70’s. There is a 
summer copy from 1951 which states that I was 
awarded a College Bun for getting ‘plastered’. 

Barry and Winifred Wademan celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding with family and friends 
on June 2 and have two great grandsons with a 
third great grandchild due in May. Barry sent the 

Queen an illuminated address of congratulations 
on her Diamond Jubilee and received a card 
signed by her Majesty in acknowledgement.  
I visited Barry and his wife last September, had 
an excellent lunch and spent a happy afternoon 
talking and remembering happy College days. 

John Alcock and his wife Margaret also 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding last 
summer. Together with other Diamond 
Wedding couples they were invited by the 
Queen to a royal occasion in Nottingham. After 
much fretting by Margaret about what to wear, 
to quote John they had “a superb day’,” which 
included a handshake from the Queen and 
William and Kate.

Ian Anderson seems to have become fitter 
as he ages. He plays tennis four hours a week 
and is a professional dog walker. He is woken up 
each morning by his own Border Collie Bonny at 
7.30am. He and his wife play carpet bowls and 
if that isn’t enough activity, Ian also designs and 
makes furniture. 

Derek Rawsthorne and his wife Margaret 
are due to celebrate their Diamond Wedding 
in August. Jack Farley is reasonably well. Tony 
Hindley still plays the bagpipes. He sent me 
news of David Hough (from Wolverhampton!) 
who has had a heart valve successfully repaired.

Thank you for keeping in touch.

Geoff Griffiths

50 Bridge Street, New Mills, High Peak, SK22 4DN 
Tel: 01663 744879 

Email: geoff@jgriff.co.uk

1952
During the past year I have been able to update 
my records having heard from so many of you. 

Vic Lloyd has not been in good health since 
his wife Pat died in 1997, but gets about with an 
electric motor attachment to his bike!

Phil Dale-Jones and Anne live in a poolside 
"Granny House". He’s reasonably fit and still 
driving. Doug Rowley needed a pacemaker and 
lives  in a bungalow with Chris.

Vivian Brown missed Reunion, as he was 
celebrating another birthday with Pamela.

Arthur Bessell is keeping the NHS busy, 
including treatment on his tongue. He still 
drives, enjoys painting and keeps in touch with 
Reg Bate.

George Hurst and Ivy met Peter and 
Margaret Howells, and enjoyed Reunion, seeing 
Stan Proud for the first time since 1952! Peter 
Fitton's prostate problem is under control.

Norbury Teare is "above ground and mobile," 
having computer trouble, but still keeps in 
touch. His choir came fourth in a 168 choir 
competition in Beijing. 

Bill Brown has retired from playing cricket 
but still umpires – 2013 is his last season. Phil 
Tilstone also has prostate problems. He is still 
into drama. Roger Henthorne had a quadruple 
by-pass to come so couldn't make Reunion – 
sending good wishes for a successful recovery.

Ron Highcock’s heart condition prevents 
making the long drive from Ayr, after being a 
regular Reunion attender. Alan Knowles has 
Parkinson’s disease but still gets about, slowly.

John Walton is keeping his lung problem at 
bay. He and Margaret enjoyed a cruise on the 
Danube.

Richard Haworth sent a photocopy of the 
One Act Drama Festival of 1951 – faces and 
names to remember!

At our 60th Reunion were Stan and Chris 
Jones, Bill Brown, Stan Proud, Derek and June 
Weaver, Bill Smith, George and Ivy Hurst and 
Ken and Pam Wyatt. Arthur Bessell had booked 
in but couldn’t attend.

Thankfully my only medical problems 
are growing years, and we still maintain our 
interests. Thanks for all your messages – keep 
them coming.I hope to see you at September’s 
Reunion.

 Ken Wyatt

1953
The 2012 Reunion proved very enjoyable for the 
small group attending. Sadly, on the Saturday,  
Eric Henderson heard his wife was unwell 
and drove back to Newcastle immediately. 
Jeff Steele, Norman Green and I travelled to 
Chester together by train from Dewsbury and 
Alan Nicholls from Derby. Brian Platt and his 
wife, Betty, joined us and Fred Whyatt came on 
the Saturday. We missed Stuart Osborne, who 
unfortunately was double booked, and also 
Alan McQueen and Alan Heaton due to illness.  
Sadly, the once regulars, Norman Tincello and 
Eric Foster, are now house bound, so we raised 
a glass to them and to all who couldn’t be 
with us. Lots of fun,stories and reminiscences, 
especially of the three we lost during the year 
– John Farquharson, Jimmy Rushton, and Eric 
Jones, and also of my dear wife, Anne, who died 
in May after battling Alzheimer’s for 12 years. 
After years as a carer I am slowly becoming 
accustomed to looking after just me!

Christmas brought many welcome cards, 
letters and interesting telephone conversations. 
All I have heard from are well including Jack 
Cooper, Gordon Whitworth, Norman Roberts, 
Alan Crowther, Colin Vokes, Dave Peet, Stuart 
Osborne, Dave Tipper, Don Hitchcock and Pete 

mailto:carylmarcus@btinternet.com
mailto:geoff@jgriff.co.uk
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Sambrook. Bryan Kenworthy is managing well 
despite the loss of eyesight and is as cheerful as 
ever. Keith Henney is still working at a youth and 
community centre and also enjoyed a trip to New 
Zealand last year and George Holland still has 20 
private music students each week. Wynn Lloyd 
and Gil Holt are still regular golfers, but Jimmy 
Nelson now enjoys bridge. Warwick Tart remains 
active and in the summer enjoyed the wedding 
of one of his twin sons. The other twin lives in 
Australia so he doesn’t see him too often.  

Hopefully most of us can gather together at 
Reunion 2013 to celebrate 60 years since our 
move from Chester to the great wide world!  
Many of us attended 40th and 50th anniversaries, 
so despite the octogenarian tag, let’s endeavour 
to be at Chester once again for a special event. 
Keep well and keep in touch.                                                          

alwyn Peel

1955
Despite a large batch of Christmas cards, very 
little news came with them. 

Les Blease missed the excitement of 
Christmas with children. They are both well. 

Eileen Beaumont said Alan had recovered 
from gallstones treatment and is now looking 
after her following a hip replacement and a 
pacemaker fitting. 

Ken Roscoe, said  he has submitted my name 
for an honour in the next honours list. I’ve heard 
nothing yet.

George and Marjorie Ellison sent a very 
interesting card and Doug Bruns, like me, is 
physically and morally upright.

Terry Goddard and Jack Mills hope to see 
me in September. Brian and Sheila Evans were 
non-committal, but Tony Jarvis is glad I’m still 
around.

Terry Davis is just back from Zurich, cold 
but lovely, after seeing the grandchildren.. Ray 
and Barbara Owen said he was just getting 
over seven months of sciatica and starting with 
arthritis. However, he doesn’t allow this to 
interfere with holidays, in Portugal, Malta and 
South Africa. 

Don Parkinson and June are “bumping along” 
and Jim and Diane Howells were happy at the 
Reunion and look forward to the next one. Phil 
Hornbrook thanks me for keeping the old stagers 
in touch (his words) while Des Mellings said he’d 
had an unexpected reunion with Bob and Marion 
Bayliss after a lapse of 40 years. They had much 
to reminisce about, right back to their schooldays 
in Mid Wales. Life in Poole passes along quietly 
as they both enter their 80’s. 

Peter Robinson promises to attend the next 
Reunion. To celebrate their 80th birthdays, they 
are going on a long cruise to the East (Hull?).

Harry Parr’s December fax arrived, describing 

a well-practised pattern of present opening 
followed by brunch at their daughter’s and 
dinner at their son’s and being spoiled by lots of 
gifts. He enjoyed reading the latest The Cestrian, 
it’s more professionally produced than before.

Next September it will be 60 years since we 
all assembled at Chester College. Where has all 
the time gone? Find out by attending the next 
Reunion, September 6 – 8.

Eric Laws

1956
I have had another clean bill of health over the 
past 12 months, but the same cannot be said for 
some of our Year.

Both John Travis and Dave Higgins underwent 
major surgery, John to replace an aortic valve 
and David to treat an aortic aneurysm.

Rodham Heslop and Ray Bowers had minor 
ailments which restricted their normal activities 
for a while, and Alan Barnett had an overnight 
hospital stay following hand surgery.

Frank Bonser was pleased to report that he 
was still upright and in working order. Likewise, 
Roy Thompson.

At  80, Derek Tipton is slowing down, saying 
“No” and not feeling bad about it.

Brian Wilson is happily back to normal after 
his 2011 health problems. Recently he was 
re-commissioned as a Lay Minister for a further 
five years.

Brian Ingham was presented with a 21-year 
certificate for membership of the Aron Choir, 
and has clocked up 50 years a member of his 
Masonic Lodge.

Life is improving for Bob Gearing. After many 
unbearable weeks following his wife’s sudden 
death, he has met Pam, with whom he had a 
relationship before National Service. He has 
been granted life membership of his golf club 
after 40 years’ service as member and club 
secretary.

With his wife confined to a wheelchair, it is 
fortunate that Brian Wainwright is so fit. He plays 
golf twice a week and still enjoys singing with a 
barbershop chorus.

Peter John Thompson is reduced to ambling 
now his misused knees do not allow anything 
faster. He found it difficult keeping up whilst 
marching with his local British Legion on 
November 11. 

Brian mcDermott

1957 – 1958
At last September's Reunion, only Peter and 
Frances Noden were able to join me. Overall, 
numbers are getting fewer. A few years ago, 
the campus hummed with large groups of 

reminiscing alumni, from training college days. 
We had a couple of our own reunions last 

year. In April we had a visit from Mike Stevens 
and Ann, John Slee and Sheila and later, Peter 
and Francis Noden. They were lucky to find us 
in as it’s unusual if we’re at home for more than 
four weeks at a time. We could be said to be 
suffering from Jet2 lag. We were in Australia 
visiting family for six weeks at Christmas, in 
blazing hot weather, wearing shorts and sandals. 
It was tough.

Colin Hunt has been walking in the 
Pyrenees, and has been in touch with Mac 
Addy in Barnsley. Brian Martland climbs the 
odd mountain, tours the country and still 
lectures. Simon Nanson travels in his camper 
van, including Edinburgh for the Fringe. His son 
married in Stroud.

John Slee and Ray Hills are well. John 
Williams has returned to Pevensey. Malcolm 
Burrill reports no change in grandchildren, 
music and Blackpool FC routines, and keeps 
in touch with John Baker. Also occupied with 
grandchildren is Dave Walker who reports that 
his golf, as mine, is rapidly going downhill. Mike 
Stevens is suffering from the weather.

Mike Johnston reports medical problems, 
including a gall bladder operation. His Spanish 
property troubles are still unresolved. 

Peter Noden has heard from Olga Stamp 
(who greatly misses Eric), John and Peggy Proud 
in Lincolnshire, and Maurice and Sheila Smith in 
Consett. 

All being well I will be, as usual, at the 
Reunion Saturday lunch in September.  

Ken Morgan

mid-Year 1958 – 1959
I begin to know how the Mad Hatter was feeling 
when he said to Alice, “You used to be much 
more . . . muchier. You’ve lost your muchness.” 
Last year’s edition our year newsletter The 
Mid ‘Un (No 3) received so few responses and 
e-mails of acknowledgement that I felt quite 
dispirited. However, my grumpy e-mail at the 
beginning of the year brought several warm 
replies and phone calls and, consequently, much 
of ‘the muchness’ was restored. 

Gus Karran cheered me up when he wrote: 
“As I did not acknowledge 2012 Mid'Un, I will 
gladly accept a slap on the wrist, but please 
continue to put chalk to slate as I certainly read 
your epistles with tremendous interest as you 
have much more information about us long 
forgotten Mid-Year 1 members than anyone 
else and I, for one, like the way you have kept us 
informed.” 

Harold Fielding wrote: “For my part it was a 
very pleasant experience to receive your initial 
contact and the subsequent communications. 
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I was reintroduced to a world I had almost 
forgotten and stimulated in my old age by a host 
of very happy memories (and a meeting with Mr 
Enthusiasm – Alan Smith!). So, all-in-all, it looks 
as if the ‘Muchier Edition No 4 of The Mid ‘Un’ 
will appear later in the year.

So, as for news of fellow alumni, I have far 
more than will fit into this short report. My 
contact list numbers 37 and I am in (erratic 
and sporadic) contact with about 23. So, 
everyone, do, please, keep in touch, or if you 
haven’t been in contact for a while then get 
e-mailing. I intend to send this year’s newsletter 
electronically to obviate the cost of printing and 
postage so if I don’t have your e-mail, address, 
or you haven’t been in contact, you won’t be 
receiving a copy (except for those few of you 
are digital outcasts to whom I’ll send a hard 
copy).  Amici usque ad arras. 

 rod hunt

1961
The members of our Year who attended the 
September Reunion were down on 2011, 
but the weekend was as enjoyable as ever 
for Messrs Bibby, Owen, Jones, Johnson, 
McGuigan, Robinson, Trigg and Westall, with 
lovely weather.

Tom Jones’ father celebrated his 100th 
birthday last June and although life isn’t easy 
for him, he still completes his daily crossword. 
Tom’s foreign trips continue - Australia in 
January and Berlin soon to follow - and so 
too do his choral activities, bowling and visits 
to the gymnasium. He has informed me that 
Peter Forshaw, former Guild Councillor and 
well-known trombone player with the Wall 
City Jazz Band, sadly passed away on the 
weekend of our Reunion.

Eric Bibby had an exciting year following 
his beloved Warrington Wolves rugby league 
team, but suffered a major setback with the 
recent collapse of Jessops shops.

Geoffrey Trigg maintains his bright, 
cheerful and very regular telephone contact. 
Toto upholds his reputation as the youngest 
member of our year. He has had a face lift!

Pauline Singleton and family are well and 
hopefully she will attend the forthcoming 
Reunion. It will be really lovely to see her again.

I have received many ‘phone calls from 
Peter Sharples and it is always great to hear 
his voice. I greatly appreciate his concern for 
my health. His diabetes is under control and 
his successful cataract operation allows him to 
drive again. Like me, he has taken to using a 
walking stick.

Dai “Bloody” Owens’ fortnightly takes on 
the political scene provide me with a highly 
entertaining start to the day, while Norman 

Johnson’s Geordie sense of humour, with 
details of his musical adventures, often 
conclude my night.

Dai Evans’ health has improved. Bob 
McGuigan continues with his walking 
marathons, while John Westall rambles in the 
Lakes. Finally, Trevor Smalley gives regular 
reports on life in New Zealand, where he is 
enjoying life to the full. It is always a tonic to 
hear from him.

tony robinson

1962 
 This is my first report after taking over from 
Margaret Lacey as Year Secretary, and I hope 
to be able to maintain the standard she set. 
Margaret hasn't been too well lately, but is 
in good spirits and looking forward to our 
reunion lunch at the University on March 3.  
Also joining for the first time will be Norma 
Dowd, and Philip Nicholson, a science lecturer 
during our last year. I'll do a write up for the 
next issue of the magazine.

 I received a Christmas letter from Bill 
Donkin in Northern Alberta where he's lived 
for all but four years since we left College. 
After taking a music degree at Edmunton he 
landed a "dream job" working with school 
orchestras. His two daughters, both now 
based in Toronto, are also musically talented, 
one as a concert pianist and the other as 
a composer. I wonder what Emlyn Roberts 
would have thought! Bill and I, along with 
Keith Hall, were the only three music students 
in our year. Not long after arriving in Canada, 
Bill was asked go to the airport to meet a 
new teacher from England, who to Bill's 
amazement turned out to be John Staniforth! 
John's posting was in Valhalla, way out in the 
wilds, and he later moved to British Columbia.

 While on the Canadian theme, I know 
that Dick Howard - we knew him as “Richie” - 
moved there and became a national figure in 
Canadian soccer. I wonder if others of our year 
went there, or to other foreign parts. 

 News and comment from anyone in our 
year would be most welcome. 

Colin Rodgers

39 Anncroft Road, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6UA 
Tel: 01298 71437 

Email: rodgers403@btinternet.com

1970
 Hard to believe it's 40 years since we left 

Chester all bright eyed and enthusiastic to 
begin our careers. 

I retired from teaching French and German 
last July hoping to play lots of golf. On my first 

round I could hardly believe it when I got a Hole 
in One on the dreaded 4th at Cavendish!

Gaynor Hale also retired last July after 40 
years continuous service in a primary school 
- she deserves a medal! Carol (née Dickinson) 
and Sheila (née Johnson) retired the year 
before. Sheila's husband Tony who was in the 
year above us has become a Wales hockey 
player- Sheila was busy last summer supporting 
him at tournaments in Wales and abroad.     

 Sue (née Furness) is still working in the Civil 
Service but intends to retire this year. She is a 
world traveller, trying to visit as many capital 
cities as possible, judging by the numerous 
postcards which I love to receive. She likes 
continental breakfasts and the sweet delights 
of the coffee shops. On her recent trip to 
Vienna she had the pleasure of seeing The 
Marriage of Figaro and sampling the famous 
Sachertorte. 

 We have been meeting up in Chester on 
Reunion weekend for the last few years and 
usually go to ‘College’ first to have a wander 
around and reminisce, sitting on the bench 
outside Catherine House and imagining that 
we are 19 again, before going into Chester for 
something to eat.

 If anyone has any news or just wants to get 
in touch again it would be lovely to hear from 
you. We are intending to go to Reunion this year 
and may even brave hostel accommodation for 
a night. As it's 40 years since we left it would be 
great if lots of us could go. 

 You can contact me or Sue by e-mail: 
teresa.gould1@yahoo.co.uk – (Teresa,nee 
Kawecki ), or suejones51@sky.com 

teresa Gould

The PE group from 1970 is planning to attend 
the Annual Reunion on September 6-8, as it’s 
40 years since we left Chester! A small group of 
us has been checking phone books, contacting 
old teaching colleagues and searching the 
internet in the effort to contact our old buddies. 

We have located over 50 ex-students so 
far, in locations such as Utah, Dubai, Nepal, 
Moscow, Spain and China, although many are 
still in the North West. Most are now retired 
but some are still teaching! 

Invitations are being sent out as we 
discover new emails and 20 have so far 
confirmed attendance. If you were a PE student 
or were associated with us and have not had 
an invite, please contact me, Dave Hadden 
(dave.r.hadden@btinternet.com) 

I look forward to hearing from you!

Dave hadden

mailto:rodgers403@btinternet.com
mailto:teresa.gould1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:suejones51@sky.com
mailto:dave.r.hadden@btinternet.com
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Why Chester?
Class of 1957 alumnus Ken Morgan, 77, remembers the 
military training assignment that led to him to eventually 
study at Chester.

It was early afternoon, 2nd September 
1953, that 22873425 Gnr Morgan JK 
arrived at Chester railway station, 
having been posted from the RA Clerks 
School at Woolwich to HQRA Western 
Command. The HQ was that imposing 
Georgian style building opposite the 
bandstand on the other side of the Dee.  

Living quarters were at The Castle, 
first in the large block on the top of 
the battlements overlooking the Dee, 
later in a barrack room now used 
by the Cheshire Regiment Museum.  
Our barrack square, now a car park 
[and part of the University’s Riverside 
Campus], was in front of the law 
courts.  

The posting could be called a 
"cushy number", only a short walk 
from the centre of the city, and its 
then many cinemas. The walk to 
and from work, twice a day, took 
me along the Dee and over the 
suspension bridge. I always thought 
how lucky I was.  People paid good 
money to visit that area.  

In training I had met a lad who 
was going into teacher training after 
National Service.  He had told me 
how to apply. Once settled at Western  
Command I applied to the Clearing 
House. I seem to remember we listed 
three possible colleges, Chester being the 
first choice, an easy option because of 
where I was then living.    

Somehow Chester College realised I 
was worth an interview in February 1954. 
The office and the RSM at The Castle 
even allowed me to wear civvies for it. I 
well remember the walk through Chester 
and along Parkgate Road.    

The Principal, Canon AJ Price, later to 
be known as ‘Prinny’, was his charming 
self and must have seen some promise. I 
was offered a place for September 1955 
and the rest, as they say, was history, 
appropriate as that was my main subject.

What's your story?      
Ken Morgan

Visit to Llay Main Colliery 1956 – I am in the middle of the back row, with one hand on the shoulder of the lad on my right.

memories
1977 

I took over as Year Note Secretary as Janet 
Kaiser (née Hankin) was recently taken ill and 
may be out of circulation while recovering. 

As with many of us, I had lost contact with 
Chester people. Thanks to the internet (how did 
we manage without it?) I have recently got back 
in touch with a few. In 2011, Angela Lilley, Karen 
Cream and I met in Chester for a nostalgic visit.

Angela has taught abroad as well as in the 
UK, progressing to Director of Studies, a teacher 
trainer, a project manager for Linguarama and 
Eurocentres, a Senior Editor for Oxford University 
Press and Publishing Director at Cambridge 
University Press. Now, she works at the Open 
University Business School as a Senior Regional 
Manager responsible for the undergraduate 
programme and as an Associate Lecturer for an 
online Business Education course.

Drama student Karen Cream became an 
actress with a Theatre-in-Education company, 
and then Head of Drama in the secondary sector. 

Janet Hankin (née Kaiser) has lived in 
Germany with her husband Eckhard, since the 
1980s, teaching English as a Foreign Language 
and established a small art gallery in Wales, The 
Chapel of Art, is unfortunately closed now due to 
her ill health. 

Christine Howorth, a keen yachtswoman, 
has worked outside teaching since Chester, now 
commuting between work in London and her 
Southport home . Lee Parkes is a Headmistress of 
a special school in Cambridge. 

I have worked abroad for most of my 
teaching career - Germany, France, Saudi 
Arabia and now England where I run an 
Executive TEFL Language School. 

I hope to attend some of the reunions 
and forthcoming celebrations for the 175th 
anniversary of Chester College/University, 
so please come along if you can and renew 
friendships and contacts. If you cannot attend 
any of these events do still contact us with 
your news. 

Keith mistry

10 Welbeck Road, Southport PR8 4AE 
Tel: 01704 550 587 

Email: keithmistry@yahoo.co.uk

We are always keen to hear 
your news, so if you would 
like to become a Year note 
secretary, please contact us 
to find out arrangements and 
print deadlines.
contact: 01244 511078
f.roberts@chester.ac.uk

Rugby Team 1957 – I am sitting on the ground on the 

right, with one eye shut.

Athletics Team 1957 – I'm the one seated in the middle on the left.

mailto:keithmistry@yahoo.co.uk
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The Happiest  
Days of Your Life
Sixty years ago, during the month of January 1953, 
three evenings were devoted to performances of 
John Dighton’s comedy, The Happiest Days of 
Your Life, which took place in the gymnasium 
of the College before sell out audiences.   

The cast of 12 were all members of Year 
1953 and therefore all male so more humour 
was added by the five men impersonating 
females.  As you look at the photographs 
you can imagine the howls of laughter that 
emerged when such characters first appeared 
on stage! The exception to the all-male cast 
was a small part played by Rosemary Epton,  
a secretary in the College office.  

The performances achieved great 
success and received much acclaim from 
the audiences and also from the local press.  
This three act play was the final production 
for these members of the College Dramatic 
Society who had previously performed in 
shorter one act plays.  

The President was our English lecturer, 
Ernie Pickup, the father of that now well-
known star of stage, screen and TV – Ronald 
Pickup (also an Honarary Graduate of the 
University), who happens to look very much 
like his father.  

Well produced and directed by 
another member of the year, Derek Jones, 
a flamboyant character who was also a 

professional magician 
named ‘Delvante’, the 
play was advertised around 
the city with tickets at two 
shillings( 10p) and three 
shillings (15p) each achieving 
sell-out performances on each 
evening, with refreshments 
served during the interval but no 
popcorn or alcohol!  

The décor and lighting were 
also undertaken by members of 
the year group, as too was all the 
advertising, printing and sale of 
tickets.  Make-up brought in another 
female, Joy Whitehouse, one of the assistant 
matrons of the College.  The rehearsals were 
held in the upstairs common room, which was 
also used for the jazz band practice.  Great 
fun was had by all and as the memories of 60 
years ago come flooding back to the surviving 
octogenarians, they certainly were some of 
the happiest days of our lives.  

Alwyn Peel

Standing (L-r) – Bill Black and Gordon Whitworth. 

Seated – Alec Hislop; Rosemary Epton; 

John Farquharson; George Holland. Standing (L-r) Alan Foster; Alec Hislop; Bill Black; 
Peter Wilson; Brian Ricketts;  Jeff Steele; John Farquharson; Mick Mayer.

(From L-r) Alec Hislop; Alan Foster; Peter Wilson;  

Bill Black; Norman Tincello; Harry Glover;  

Gordon Whitworth; John Farquharson; George Holland.  

Seated: Rosemary Epton.

Pictured above, the ticket and programme to 
the performance.
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Tony goes the extra 
mile for charity
Tony Banks, an Events Manager from North Warwickshire, 
West Midlands, will always be thankful to the University, 
not just for introducing to him life-long friendships – 
including his wife Alex – but for helping him get a foot on 
the first rung of his career ladder. 

Tony joined the University in 2003 where 
he was amongst the first cohort of students 
to study on the BA Journalism course. He 
became resident DJ at Chester Students’ 
Union (CSU) for the three years that 
he was a student and also ran for CSU 
President. After graduating he worked for 
a short while in the University’s Corporate 
Communications Department, helping to 
raise the profile of the institution by writing 
and distributing press releases, as well 
as editing Student News, the University’s 
student newspaper.

He went on to work in local government 
as a Communications Manager for five years, 
before joining The Stroke Association in 
2011, as its National Events Manager. 

He now oversees the delivery of a core 
national events programme for the charity, 
including the charity’s flagship event, the 

Life After Stroke Awards. This high profile 
event, which takes place at London’s 
Dorchester Hotel, is attended by a whole 
host of celebrities and dignitaries, and 
celebrates the journeys of immense courage 
and determination by stroke survivors and 
their carers.

Other high profile events include the 
Royal Lecture on Stroke – an annual event 
which is attended by a member of the royal 
family; a programme of events in the Houses 
of Parliament and Buckingham Palace, and 
in May 2012, Tony managed the opening 
of the first ever Life After Stroke Centre in 
Bromsgrove, which was attended by HRH 
The Duke of Kent. 

Having seen several of his friends and 
family fight off cancer, raising awareness of 
the work of various charities has also played 
an important part in Tony’s personal life. 

In 2010, over the course of five days, Tony 
cycled 300 miles across the Jordan desert in 
the Middle East in scorching temperatures, 
to raise money for Marie Curie Cancer Care. 
He managed to raise over £4,000 for the 
charity who he said helped his grandfather 
enormously before he died of the disease. 

Tony said: “Marie Curie Cancer Care 
needs to raise at least £10,000 every hour of 
every day to carry on with the amazing work 
they are doing; my contribution is minute to 
what they really need but every penny really 
does make a difference!

“I met some incredible people on this 
expedition, all of whom had their own 
reasons for completing the challenge. These 
stories were the motivation to get through 
it; it was a once in a lifetime experience and 
I’m glad that I did it.

“I plan to take on a new challenge in the 
next year or two- who knows what at the 
moment- but I have two charities very close 
to my heart - Marie Curie Cancer Care and 
The Stroke Association -both of which need 
all the help they can get.”

For more information on Tony’s work with 
The Stroke Association visit: www.stroke.org.uk 

Tony being presented to HRH The Duke of Kent at the opening of the Life After Stroke Centre.

Tony during his cycle across Jordan.

Tony with a stroke survivor, Eileen (and her 
carer) who visited Tony quite recently. Both 
are Wolverhampton Wolves fans so they 
bonded straight away!

http://www.strokeassociation.org.uk
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New book sheds light on The Prime Minister’s 
Son: Stephen Gladstone, Rector of Hawarden
In a new book, published by the 
University of Chester Press, the life 
of the ignored son of one of the UK’s 
most dominant political leaders and 
co-founders of Chester College in 
1839, is explored. 

The Prime Minister’s Son: Stephen Gladstone, 
Rector of Hawarden, by Ros Aitken, presents 
new research into William Gladstone’s 
second son, whose life was tormented by the 
expectations and interference of his father, 
mother Catherine and younger sister Mary.

The book which was officially launched 
in November 2012 at Gladstone’s Library 
in Hawarden, Flintshire, sets Stephen’s 
fascinating character, caught between duty 
and self-doubt, firmly in its historical context. 

Ros explained: “Stephen Gladstone first 
came to my attention when I was researching 
for a paper on William and Catherine 
Gladstone as parents. There was no difficulty 
in finding out about the lives of six of their 
seven surviving children, but Stephen, the 
second son, remained a stubborn enigma 
mentioned, if at all, in footnotes.

“At first I assumed there simply wasn’t 

much to 
know, but 
then I was 
directed to a 
solitary published article, concerned mainly 
with his time as Rector of Hawarden in 
Flintshire, filed away in a box in a half-hidden 
corner of Gladstone’s Library – then known 
as St Deiniol’s. 

“Reading this article made me aware 
that there is just as much primary material 
about Stephen, mainly in the form of family 
letters, memoirs and diaries, as there is 
about his siblings. Why then has he been so 
neglected?”

In this her first book, Ros traces 
Stephen’s progress through the horrors of a 
19th-century prep school, his 32 years as the 
reluctant and restless Rector of Hawarden, 
his mysteriously acquired final incumbency, 

and the desolating personal effects of the 
First World War. 

Stephen’s father William Gladstone was 
one of the institution’s founders who in 
1839 established the UK’s first purpose-built 
teacher training college, now the University 
of Chester as we know it. The institution has 
forged close links with St Deiniol’s Library, 
which was founded by William Gladstone in 
1895, and recognised as the most important 
Welsh research library and collection 
after the National Library of Wales. These 
connections were reinforced in 2011 when 
the renamed Gladstone’s Library became the 
Associate Research Library of the University’s 
Faculty of Humanities. 

In addition, the author’s own father 
Leonard Belcher, who enjoyed a career as 
junior school headmaster, was a student at 
the institution in the early 1930s when it was 
Chester Teacher Training College and the 
Reverend Dr Lesley Cooke, Dean of Students 
at the University, is the current Curate of St 
Deiniol’s Church in Hawarden. 

Further to this, the library’s warden 
Peter Francis received one of the University’s 
honorary doctorates, and in turn the 
University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Tim Wheeler, has received an Honorary 
Fellowship from the Library. 

Ros Aitken.
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Five new books were published by the 
University of chester Press last year ranging 
from history to poems and literature. the 
publications all follow the in-house publishing 
operation’s aim to disseminate quality 
research from within the University, as well 
as material with a significant relationship to 
the history, life and culture of chester and its 
surrounding area.  other titles include:

The Chester Society for 
Landscape History, which 
was founded in 1986 by 
alumni of the Landscape 
History courses at the 
then Chester College, 
celebrated its 25th 
anniversary by holding 
a conference and then 

publishing the resulting collection of research 
papers. Landscape History Discoveries in the 
North West brings together the work of a 
dozen historians and archaeologists, united 
in their enthusiasm for the landscape of the 
North West of England and North East of 
Wales. The publication offers new insights into 
a wide range of landscape features indicative 
of the region’s history between the 12th and 
20th-centuries – from turnpikes in Cheshire 
to settlements in North Wales. It explores 
residential buildings, settlement patterns, 
the names and boundaries of fields and the 
legacy of developments in transport and 
industrialisation. 

The third edition of The 
Bright Star in the Present 
Prospect: The University 
of Chester, 1839-2012 
has been written by Ian 
Dunn and published 
in order to bring the 
University’s history up to 
date. This is an illustrated 

history of the University, from its foundation as 
Chester Diocesan Training College in 1839 to its 
achievement of university status in 2005.This 
revised edition has an additional section covering 
the period 2005 to 2012. Professor Graeme 
White will also be producing a detailed history of 
the University in time for the institution’s 175th 
anniversary celebrations in 2014-2015.

Wordlife: Stories and 
Poems from the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 
2011, is an anthology 
of the competition’s 23 
shortlisted stories and 
poems for children. It  
includes the very best 
of the entries for the 

competition for which writers were asked to 
produce a short story or poem suitable for 
seven- to 14-year-old readers. All these stories 
and poems remind us both that the real and 
imaginary lives of children are rich and complex 
and that literature helps children to make sense 
of their own lives, empathise with the lives of 
others and play with ideas which transform the 
ordinary into the fabulous. Discovering that well-

chosen words have the power to take us into 
another life is what changes ‘children who can 
read’ into enthusiastic readers who love books.

Dr Derek Alsop, a Senior 
Teaching Fellow in the 
Department of English, has 
published More Bagpipe 
Music: Poems on Scotland, 
inspired by its cities, 
mountains, landscapes, 
wildlife, poetry, art and 
music. From Glasgow to 

Aberdeen, from Skye to Lower Largo, Dr Alsop 
traverses the country, exploring its history, 
mythology and culture with a keen outsider’s 
eye. What emerges is a land of incomparable 
richness, diversity and beauty. Whether the 
subject is the seals of Portnahaven or the birds 
of Jura, the whisky of Islay or the races at Ayr, he 
finds his own view of Scotland. There are darker 
moments, too, as the violent history of Scotland 
reveals itself amongst the ruins, monuments 
and glens. Siân Hughes, winner of the Arvon 
International Poetry Competition and author 
of the prizewinning volume The Missing, has 
said: ‘Derek Alsop is a well-respected teacher 
of poetry, and now it turns out he is also a very 
winning poet in his own right’.

These titles are available from University 
of Chester Press, Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 
4BJ. Visit www.chester.ac.uk/university-press 
to order online, or contact Sarah Griffiths on 
sarah.griffiths@chester.ac.uk or 01244 513305.

Could you be the next 
winner of the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature?
Now in its 11th year, The High Sheriff’s Cheshire 
Prize for Literature has become established 
as one of the North West’s leading writing 
competitions. 

The competition which is organised by the 
University and sponsored by Bank of America 
Europe Card Services, is open not only to 
residents of Cheshire, but also to those who 
have other connections with the county.

The winning entry from the 2012 
competition was from Sarah Frost Mellor from 
Bristol for her short story entitled Udumbara 
in Lytham St Anne’s. She was presented for 
her award by guest speaker, gastronome and 
Honorary Graduate, Dr Loyd Grossman.

Sarah, who is originally from Wilmslow 

and also writes under the 
pen name Sarah Hilary, 
said: “It was fantastic to 
win. I’ve been writing 
for years and this is the 
biggest prize I’ve won. It 
was the only competition I 
entered this year as I made 
a rule I’d only enter free 
competitions. The fact it is 
a free to enter award and 
from my home county is 
especially good.

“I’d like to thank 
the University – I’ve 
been published in the 
institution’s Flash Fiction 
magazine and it is one of the few universities 
to have a dedicated magazine for this.”

An anthology of these short stories will 
be available later this year, to purchase from 
the University of Chester Press.  
(www.chester.ac.uk/university-press)

This year’s competition will focus on poetry 

with the entries being judged anonymously 
by a panel chaired by Dr Emma Rees, Senior 
Lecturer from the Department of English.

If you would like to enter the competition, 
more information is available at www.chester.
ac.uk/literatureprize. The closing date for 
entries is September 1, 2013.

High Sheriff of Cheshire Mr William Lees-Jones, winner Sarah 
Frost Mellor and Loyd Grossman.
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Graduate Alex has grand 
designs for the future
A talented entrepreneur, who graduated in 
November, is now hoping for ‘tailor-made’ 
success, creating clothing with a conscience 
after setting up his own business within the 
University’s Riverside Innovation Centre (RIC).

Alex Franklin, 22, from Flitton in 
Bedfordshire, who studied Graphic Design, was 
the first student to take up an ‘acceleration’ 
space at the RIC after he attended one of 
the Centre’s ‘Business Boot Camps’. Aimed 
at equipping students and graduates with 
the skills and knowledge to set up their own 
business, the boot camp provided Alex with 
the opportunity to pitch his business idea to a 
Dragon’s Den-style panel of professionals. 

Spotting a gap in the market for a new 
line of ethical fashion, and the opportunity for 
industry graphic designers to showcase their 
work in the public domain, Alex presented his 
vision for his business, Albatross Clothing Ltd.

The company encourages the submission 
of artwork by upcoming designers, some of 
which are chosen to be printed on products 
from the Albatross clothing range. 

Alex’s idea was chosen because of his 
drive, passion and enthusiasm, together 
with his business acumen. He was awarded a 
£1,000 business support package by the RIC 

and offered an acceleration unit, a free space 
for entrepreneurs to develop their concept or 
business within a supportive environment. 

Alex said: “I wanted to find a solution to 
problems that I had encountered, namely 
trying to get my artwork into the public 
domain, whilst also getting paid and credited 
for the work that I had done. I also found 
that when exploring environmentally friendly 
fashion, as a result of my final year dissertation 
relating to ‘green’ design, there wasn’t a lot 
of choice and nothing was really aimed at 
younger people following modern styling. 
I also found that there was quite a lot of 
negative stigma attached to ethical clothing.

“I wanted to create clothing that was 
actually fashionable, that was design led and, 
furthermore, I wanted the clothing range to 
be of really high quality and as sustainable 
as possible. We currently use organic climate 
neutral garments, produced by fair-wear 
accredited suppliers in order to respect the 
environment as much as possible. I also 
wanted all of this without it having to cost the 
earth for my customers.”

Albatross Clothing launched last autumn 
and since then, the business has gone from 
strength to strength. 

The company now has Ebony Day, 
this year’s MTV Unsigned Winner, as a 
brand ambassador, and is itself a business 
ambassador for www.publicate.it

The product range is expanding from an 
online shop and into a select few retail outlets, 
as well as into businesses for work wear and 
events, allowing businesses to have their 
branding on the t-shirt but increasing their 
corporate, social responsibility as an ethical, 
carbon neutral clothing range.

For more information visit:  
http://www.albatrossclothing.co.uk

University helps Kerry become top of the class
Kerry Bowie began her working life as a 
hairdresser, whilst volunteering as a Brownie 
leader one evening each week.  After having 
her daughter she began volunteering for 

Sure Start and it was her love of working with 
children, together with this experience, that 
led to a volunteering placement at a local 
primary school in Saughall, Chester. Here 
she started to gain her Teaching Assistant 
qualifications before joining The Arches 
Community Primary School in Blacon, Chester 
as a Teaching Assistant in 2006. 

Kerry chose to undertake the Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant (HLTA) qualification at 
the University as it was close to home and it 
meant that she was able to continue working 
at the School, maintaining the relationships 
she had built up with children. 

The School was very supportive of her 
ambitions and gave her study leave so that 
she could gain the most from the course. 
In 2011 she was nominated by Margaret 
White, Senior Lecturer and HLTA Preparation 

Manager at the University, for the Outstanding 
HLTA of the Year Award. 

Kerry was amazed when it was announced 
that she had been awarded the North West 
Region Outstanding Higher Level Teaching 
Assistant of the Year 2010-2011, presented 
to her for the positive effect she has had 
on pupils in raising their self-esteem and 
academic achievement levels.

Since then, Kerry has worked closely 
with the University as an ambassador for the 
course, promoting the continuing professional 
development of other Teaching Assistants. Her 
passion is demonstrated in a video produced 
by the University for its HTLA website. 
Feedback has shown that by sharing her story 
in this way, Kerry has inspired many other 
Teaching Assistants to believe in themselves 
and pursue HLTA status.

Kerry Bowie (right) with Margaret White, 
who nominated her for the award.

Young entrepreneur, Alex Franklin,  
and one of his designs.

http://www.publicate.it
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Retired Chaplain 
celebrates his 
101st birthday

On January 21, 2013, the Rev EJG Foster, former 
Chester College Chaplain from 1945-1951, exceeded his 
century and turned 101!

 ‘Flossie,’ as many knew him in those days, was 
much respected and described as a wonderful organist, 
singer and Lecturer in Divinity and Music Education. 

He left Chester in 1951 to become Vicar of Balby, 
Sheffield, before moving to Holy Trinity Church in 
Ashford-in-the-Water in Derby. It was here in 1978 that 
he retired from his duties, however he was granted 
Permission to Officiate, meaning that he is still able to 
conduct ceremonies today! 

Do you know of any other alumni who have 
celebrated their centenary?  Please let us know, we 
would love to hear more!

Trip down memory lane 
is a long journey!
Alumnus Lionel Jayatilaka was sent from his 
home country of Malaya in 1956, to Chester 
where he studied for two years, specialising 
in woodworking.  

With fond memories and a wish to see 
the Main Campus once more, he found that 
he and his wife Yvonne had an opportunity to 
visit Chester in January of this year.  Now living 
in Australia, Lionel and Yvonne had come to 
the UK to visit their son and his family, and 
called in to see how the Campus had changed.  

The Chapel brought back 
memories of reciting the Lord’s 
Prayer in the different languages 
of the international students, and 
he also recalled the formidable 
atmosphere of Senate House, 
formerly the Principal’s residence.  

Lionel and Yvonne are 
pictured in the Chapel, sitting in 
the same place as he did all those 
years ago! 

The Rev Graham Foster with his birthday card from 
the Queen, on his 100th birthday last year.

50 years of women at Chester
Between the years of its foundation and 1961, Chester College was a 
single-sex institution, accepting only male student teachers on to its 
training courses.

It first opened its doors to women, with just three female mature 
students enrolling in 1961 to commence their teacher training. How times 
have changed, and since then female students now account for 67% of the 
student body! 

This year is a special one as 2013 marks the 50th year since that first 
cohort of female students completed their studies at Chester College of 
Education.

We are celebrating this anniversary by hosting a special event focusing 
on women who have studied here over half a century, with special guest 
speakers to be announced. More information will be available on our 
website as soon as details are confirmed, so please save the date! 

If you are interested being contacted about the celebrations please 
email alumni@chester.ac.uk with your name, address, telephone number 
and email and we will forward details of the programme shortly. 

Annual Reunion weekend
This year’s Annual Alumni Reunion will take place on September 6, 7 and 8, 
2013. It promises to be a popular event with both 40-year-out and 60-year-
out alumni arranging their attendance at the event already. Why not get 
together with a group of your former classmates and come and join us? 

If you would like us to help reunite you with friends with whom you 
may have lost touch, please let us know and we will do our best to help. 

Booking can either be made online by visiting http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk
For postal bookings, please complete the booking form enclosed with 

this edition of The Cestrian, and return it, together with your payment, to the 
Conferences Office at the University no later than Friday, august 23 2013. 

Regrettably, we cannot take bookings after this date under any 
circumstances so please do try and send your forms in early to secure  
your place.

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Lionel and Yvonne reminisce in the Chapel.

mailto:alumni@chester.ac.uk


22          The Cestrian 2013

university newsinternational

Johanna gives 
Chester a tri
Johanna Calleja is looking to turn her Chester 
experience into international achievement, 
after graduating with a distinction in a 
Master’s degree that she hopes will have an 
impact in her home country.

Originally hailing from Sliema in Malta, 
she was drawn to study at the University, 
which offered the best combination of her 
two main areas of interest through its MSc 
Exercise and Nutrition Science programme.

Johanna, 27, said: “My first degree 
was in Tourism Studies but, as an athlete, I 
was always very interested in exercise and 
nutrition. At times I was worried whether I 
could cope with such a big change, but I was 
given a lot of guidance and reassurance by the 
Department of Clinical Sciences staff.”

After moving to the city so that she could 
focus on her studies full time, Johanna was 
also able to experience the local area, as well 
as the rest of the country, through her abilities 

as a high-level triathlete. Once settled in, she 
took part in a number of activities.

She said: “Apart from the Master’s, I 
also undertook several fitness qualifications 
during my time in Chester and have become 
a certified personal trainer. I joined the 
local triathlon club, as well as the University 
swimming and running teams, which gave me 
the opportunity to participate in a number of 
races across the UK. 

“My best results included winning the 
Chester Triathlon Club Winter League and 
being placed ninth in the BUCS (British 
Universities and Colleges 
Sport) Olympic Triathlon 
Championships. I was also placed 
second in the Malta National 
Triathlon Championships.”

Johanna now hopes her work 
will have an impact in Malta, 
as her dissertation focused 
on tackling obesity through 
awareness in her home country. 
Her research investigated the 
level of health education for 
physical activity carried out by 
Maltese GPs.

She explained: “The right 

promotion by GPs could have a significant 
public health impact, particularly since 
physical inactivity and obesity levels are very 
high in Malta.

“I am using the knowledge from my MSc 
to consult a number of athletes, including two 
top Maltese triathletes and two top Maltese 
canoeists, to ensure that their nutrition 
supports their training programme and to 
help them to reach their goals. I am also 
helping other individuals to reach their fitness 
and weight loss goals through exercise and 
healthy eating.”

Johanna goes for glory in a triathlon.

It’s a small world for jet-setting Sean
For one alumnus, the idea of being an 
international student meant more than just a 
title for overseas undergraduates. Sean Roach, 
a former Journalism student, truly embraced 
the opportunity to travel across the world.

Born and raised in San Diego, California 
until he was 14, Sean and his family moved 
to Seattle, Washington, where he lived for 
another six years. From there began a journey 
from the North West of the US to the North 
West of England, as he followed his instinct and 
found himself at the University of Chester.

Sean, 29, explained: “I really wanted to get 
out of the United States for my education, and 
Chester was the first to accept my application, 
so I decided to pack up and was off within a 
couple of weeks.”

After such a bold leap of faith, Sean soon 
felt he had made the right choice, enjoying 
both the University and the city.

He explained: “I found the ‘town’ to be 
perfectly sized, not mind-bogglingly massive 
and the size of the University was great too. 
You could get to know people who were on the 
same course and weren’t just one of hundreds 
of people in a class, as can happen in the States.

Sean wasted no time in seeking out 
industry experience. This initiative also enabled 
him to continue his globetrotting habit.

He said: “During my time at University 
I undertook a lot of internships, both in the 
US and in Wales, and also put together a 
publication with some fellow Journalism 
students. 

“Those extra-curricular activities really 
helped me get established and, after Chester, 
I worked for an online publication based in 
France and then moved to Egypt and worked 
there for a couple of months at a fashion 
magazine. I then headed back to the States to 

be closer to family and got a good job with a 
local paper just outside of Seattle.”

While at the paper, Sean also worked at 
a TV station where he met an old friend and 
they started a production company called 
Team Juicebox, whose work can be found 
at www.teamjuicebox.com. The majority of 
their work focused on documentary projects, 
including a short piece which was nominated 
for an Emmy award.

He explained: “Right now I am the Public 
Relations Manager for the National Kidney 
Foundation in New York and am also pursuing a 
Master’s degree in International Relations and 
Policy Analysis.

“I still keep my hand in with journalism 
though. Last year I had a piece published in 
the Columbia Journalism Review and appeared 
on a few NPR radio stations. I am also working 
on an experimental online news start up in a 
community just outside of Kampala in Uganda.”

If this intense schedule wasn’t enough, 
Sean also spends time in a voluntary role, to 
provide equilibrium to his hectic lifestyle.

He said: “On weekends, I volunteer as an 
Emergency Medical Technician. Volunteering 
and giving blood provides a healthy balance 
to focusing on making money and if there 
is one thing that I would like to share with 
your readers, it is that I feel everyone should 
give blood and register as an organ donor if 
they can.”

Jet-setter Sean.

http://www.teamjuicebox.com
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Invention and innovation 
help Glenn reach his goals
Since graduating, former Students’ Union 
President (1999-2000), Glenn Robertson, has 
taken the world of goalkeeping by storm.

A goalkeeper coach himself, with 
thousands of followers on social media 
sites, he is now a well-known name in 
the industry as an innovator and product 
designer, delivering training and support to 
goalkeepers and coaches worldwide. 

It was after spotting a pattern of 
behaviour that he wanted to correct 
in young goalkeepers that he came up 
with an invention to help replicate the 
unpredictability of uneven playing surfaces 
and help the players improve their game. He 
drafted a few ideas, sourced a manufacturer, 
started to market them and the rest, as they 
say, is history! He is now the proud owner 
and inventor of RESPONSEBALL® which in 
just three years has become a global product 
used by professional clubs in the UK and 
around the world.

The unusual construction and unique 
design of the training aid means that the 

RESPONSEBALL® is the only ball in the world 
to provide both a regular and irregular 
bounce, making it perfect for coordination, 
reaction and motor skills training.

“The reception of the product has been 
fantastic,” says Glenn, a Drama and Theatre 
Studies with PE/Sports Science alumnus.

“ I mean there have obviously been some 
sceptics – the look of the ball sometimes 
puts the ‘traditionalists’ off, but for the 
most part the feedback has been incredibly 
positive. It is now used in hundreds of 
grassroots clubs and loads of top clubs 
including Barcelona and Liverpool. 

“Since 2009, I have sold thousands 
of RESPONSEBALLs ® and ship them all 
around the world. I’ve received feedback 
from people, players, coaches, and clubs 
of all different levels. For example, a major 
premiership club last season used one of the 
balls during the rehab of one of their top 
players and at the same time, I get e-mails 
and tweets from parents saying how the 

combination of the balls and videos I have 
online have helped their son/daughter 
training at home in the garden.”

Glenn’s passion for goalkeeping and 
goalkeeper development is demonstrated by 
the many initiatives to which he has devoted 
his time in the past decade. 

In 2004 he created academyGK, the UK’s 
first ever online video library of simple, easy 
to follow, goalkeeper coaching exercises. In 
2006 he ran GKUnsigned; the UK’s first ever 
X-Factor-style search for the best unsigned 
goalkeeper in Britain and more recently, in 
2012 Glenn founded the Goalkeeper Coaches 
Association – an organisation which aims to 
change people’s perception, understanding, 
responsibility and over all levels of 
knowledge and competence in developing 
young goalkeepers.

But Glenn’s work stretches further afield 
than the UK. He currently sends equipment 
to Gambia and supports a community 
football academy there which encourages 
children to play football; helping them stay in 
school, off the streets and away from crime. 
The academy was so thankful for his support 
that they recently named him Honorary 
President and Chairman.

“The work I do is really about helping 
young players develop. That is what it was 
about in the beginning and that’s still what 
drives me today. To know that everything 
that I am involved with provides help, 
assistance and the potential to develop both 
young players and experienced ones; that is 
the foundation of what I do and that’s what 
keeps me going. Plus the fact that designing 
and marketing products is great fun!”

And just in case you wondered, this 
isn’t even the day job for Glenn. Now living 
back in Hastings with his wife and two 
young daughters, Glenn works full time in 
marketing, managing major accounts for 
global clients.  When asked how he fits it all 
in he just said “...a good wife, plenty of late 
nights and a lot of passion for the things I 
love... my family, goalkeeping and helping 
others as much as I can!”

For more information on any of Glenn’s 
initiatives including links to his Facebook and 
Twitter sites visit: www.thegca.co.uk,  
www.responseball.co.uk, www.academygk.co.uk

Glenn with two of the RESPONSEBALL® designs. 

http://www.thegca.co.uk/
http://www.academygk.co.uk/
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Forgotten football 
hero's fame in print
The twists and turns of Liverpool defender 
Rob Jones’s short, but dazzling career on 
the pitch have been chronicled in a new 
book, co-authored by a Chester academic. 

Paul Hassall, Lecturer in Sports 
Journalism at the University’s Warrington 
Campus, has worked with the former 
defender to produce Robbed – My Liverpool 
Life: The Rob Jones Story.

The story follows the footballing career 
of Rob Jones, who as a teenage Kopite was 
plucked from Fourth Division Crewe and 
made a sensational debut for his beloved 
Liverpool FC within days of leaving the Alex 
for Anfield.

A majestic performance against 
Manchester United's Ryan Giggs catapulted 
him into the national spotlight, leading 
to international recognition. However, 

injury cast a shadow over much of his 
time at Liverpool, resulting in his enforced 
retirement at the age of just 27. 

Paul said: “It was fantastic to have the 
opportunity to work with Rob and bring his 
rollercoaster story to life.

“I got to know him over a number of 
years working in the world of football and 
whenever I spoke with fans and colleagues 
they would often wax lyrical about him and 
ask what he has been up to.

“I felt he had a story that had not been 
fully told and after speaking with him, we 
decided to write the book.

“It's been a brilliant experience and 
great to become friends with someone I 
grew up watching from the stands.”

Visit www.robjonesbook.co.uk to 
purchase the book, which is priced at £8.99.

Boxing clever
Edd Thomson, a PhD student in the 
Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences, 
is now carving out a career for himself in 
academia, despite having left school with 
only AS-levels. 

After a series of unfulfilling jobs, he 
contacted the University to find out about 
entry requirements for degree courses and 
then studied for two successive A-levels in 
Psychology and Sociology, alongside full-
time work. 

His lifelong interest in sport, particularly 
boxing, led to the decision to enrol on the 
undergraduate Sport and Exercise Sciences 
programme at Chester.  The choice of 
University was based on the Department’s 
reputation, the size of the institution, 
experiences of visiting friends at other 
universities and the fact that he could 
continue living in the city. Edd thrived on 
the course, gaining consistently high marks 
and attributes this to his own drive and 
determination, together with the course 
content and the help of academic tutors. 

On successful completion of his first 
degree, he was offered the opportunity to 
study for a PhD and leapt at the chance to use 
his considerable experience of competing in, 
and coaching, sport for academic purposes. 
Edd has opted to focus on professional boxing 
and is using Performance Analysis to explain 
contentious judging decisions.

Rob Jones, former Liverpool FC defender, with Paul Hassall, Journalism Lecturer.
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