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Introduction by

Canon Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the 
University of Chester, Chair of the 
University of Chester Alumni Association

Welcome once again to the spring edition of 
The Cestrian magazine. I hope that 2014 has 
been kind to you all so far.

This New Year is set to be a very busy one 
for the University in terms of new facilities, 
innovation and evolution.

The North West Food Research 
Development Centre (NoWFOOD Centre) 
based on the Main Campus in Chester, is a 
dynamic new development and will be one 
of the foremost drivers of economic growth 
for the region’s food and drink industry.  
The facility will offer a bespoke centre of 
excellence for new product development, 
research and innovation for food and drink 
production companies, unusually all under 
one roof.  Packages of support- in terms of 
NoWFOOD’s scientific facilities, expertise and 
equipment – are all available to help establish 
or nurture small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) as well as developing product ranges 
for multinationals.  The Centre will be officially 
opened later in the year and you will be 
able to find out more about it in the autumn 

edition of The Cestrian.
In September, the University will 

welcome its first cohort of students to the 
Faculty of Science and Engineering at our 
new campus, Thornton Science Park, near 
Ellesmere Port.  This will be the institution’s 
eighth faculty and will offer courses in Natural 
Sciences, Chemical, Mechanical, Electronic 
and Electrical Engineering.  Also joining the 
site from September will be the School of 
Computer Science and Mathematics, which 
is currently based on the Main Campus in 
Chester.

The forthcoming academic year will also 
mark the institution’s 175th anniversary and 
a programme of commemorative events is 
being planned, many of which alumni will be 
invited to attend.  The Annual Alumni Reunion 
this September will be the launch event of the 
celebrations; I do hope to see as many of you 
over the course of the year as possible.

Professor Tim Wheeler, DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal
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Message from Fiona
Welcome to our biannual 
magazine, keeping 
alumni in touch with the 
University and each other.  
This year marks the 
start of our anniversary 
celebrations: 175 years 
since Chester Diocesan 
Training College began.  

We will be providing further information via our 
new website, due to be launched at Easter, and 
welcome everyone to return to campus for a 
trip down memory lane!

I would like to add my personal thanks for 
those of you who responded to our speculative 
mailing Time For a Catch-Up in late summer; we 
are very conscious that we rely on our alumni 
letting us know when they move house, and 

that amid the stress of the move, we may not 
be foremost on your minds!  We experimented 
with some old address lists and are pleased 
to say that we have significantly increased 
the proportion of accuracy of our database; 
obtaining nearly 700 corrected addresses and 
around 400 confirmed as out of date. In total, 
this means a response rate of 8.8%, which, in 
comparison to this type of survey nationally, is 
quite positive!

We still haven’t reconnected with everyone, 
so if your friends haven’t heard from us in a 
while, please encourage them to contact us!  
We look forward to meeting up with you during 
the celebrations.

Fiona Roberts 
Alumni And Development Manager
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Business is booming for Young Entrepreneur
Just over 10 years after graduating from the 
University of Chester, Business Information 
Systems alumnus, Oliver Yeates has been crowned 
Digital and Media Entrepreneur of the Year in the 
EN Entrepreneur Awards 2013, the latest in an 
already long line of accolades for the 32-year old, 
originally from Devon. 

The young entrepreneur was awarded the 
title after being nominated for the award by 
one of his employees at Clicky Media, a digital 
marketing agency based in Chester which designs, 
builds and promotes websites and mobile 
applications. 

The idea for the business was formed 
after Oliver, CEO of Clicky Media, spent a Work 
Based Learning placement (as part of his degree 
programme), at a renewable energy company 
based in Chester, during which he was tasked 
with building a company website and trying to 
get it to rank on Google. He succeeded, spent two 
years with the company and after a further three 
years spent building up a wealth of experience in 
other digital agencies, he decided on a brave new 
venture to ‘go it alone!’

Clicky Media’s concept of providing honest, 
effective and creative digital marketing to Small, 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) was born in April 

2007 and by the end of July of that year, the 
company was open for business. Starting with a 
client base of around 20, and an annual turnover 
of £75,000, Oliver ran the company from his home 
office. 

He took the plunge and took on his first 
employee in February 2008 and the company 
became a Google Certified Partner in September 
of the same year. 

In the last few years, Clicky Media has 
received a long list of awards and nominations 
including: 
• Winner of the High Sheriff's Award for 

Enterprise 2012 
• Winner of EN Awards - Digital & Media 

Entrepreneur of the year 2013
• Second in the Cheshire Business Awards - Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year 2011
• Sam Gadsby (Managing Director of Clicky 

Media) was nominated for the Google Spirit of 
Squared Award 2013 (an award from Google 
to honour individuals nationwide, who have 
impressed the Google Advertising team the 
most). 

Now in its seventh year, and after several 
office moves to accommodate the growing 
number of employees, the company has gone 

from strength to strength. The company now 
employs 20 full-time staff and has over 75 active 
clients. 2013 saw the company surpass a turnover 
of over £1million and this financial year, Clicky 
Media are on track to achieve a turnover of £1.5 
to £2million. 

Speaking after receiving the Digital & Media 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award Oliver said: “It 
feels great to have been honoured, especially 
considering the competition I was up against. 
Having had my head down, trying to build the 
business for six years, I haven’t had time to 
consider what has been achieved, so it was nice to 
take a moment to reflect.  I have been fortunate 
enough to have found some superb local talented 
staff to join my team, many of whom are also 
alumni of the University of Chester!

“My time as a student at Chester helped me 
to learn how to be independent and taught me 
that I needed to work hard to achieve my goals. 
The lecturers were excellent and it was a great 
environment or me to learn the foundations of my 
career. I also met loads of great friends who are 
still with me today.” 

Find out more about Clicky Media by visiting: 
www.clicky.co.uk, follow them on Twitter  
@clickymedia or find them on facebook.

North West’s Digital and Media Entrepreneur of the Year 2013, Oliver Yeates.
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An academic centre to aid the wellbeing of 
armed forces veterans has been launched at 
the University.

The Centre for Veteran Wellbeing (CVW) 
has been established to co-ordinate the work 
that has been developed over the last 10 
years in areas which focus on scholarship, 
professional development, research and 
practical projects related to the wellbeing of 
armed forces veterans.

Professor Mike Thomas who set up the 
centre said: "The British armed forces have 
been engaged in high impact conflicts such as 
Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan since 2001 and 
myself and colleagues have carried out work 
over the past few years to support service 
leavers who have experienced significant 
multi-trauma injuries, mental health or social 
problems. The experience and skills developed 
in providing such support is now offered to 
all service leavers and their families as well as 
continuing to support those wounded, injured 
or ill. 

“The current UK veteran population 
stands at approximately four million and is 
supported through a number of high profile 
organisations and charities such as the Royal 
British Legion and Help for Heroes, combined 
with huge public support for the welfare of 

former troops. 
“The new Centre aims to support those 

leaving the service and their families gain 
aspirational employment, new careers, 
educational opportunities and support for 
new business start-ups. Research in areas that 
would improve the wellbeing of transition 
personnel, veterans and their families will also 
be carried out.”

The Centre has already developed 
research and new theories around the wide 
subject area of veterans’ wellbeing, generated 
programmes for continuing professional 
development and promoted conferences and 
other knowledge dissemination events. 

Staff at the Centre work with veterans 
and their families to find the best career 
for them from five pathways identified as 
possible routes for those leaving the services. 
Each of these starts with a Training Needs 
Assessment through an individual meeting 
with Centre staff. The results of this meeting, 
as well as information from family members, 
are used to accredit the individual for prior 
experience and learning. 

An action plan is then drawn up following 
an identified pathway such as: employment; 
apprenticeships; further education; higher 
education or a business start-up. CVW staff 

will support the veterans on their journey 
offering advice and guidance, helping them to 
achieve their goals - and continue the support 
afterwards.

CVW aims to bring together the various 
agencies involved in service transition and 
veterans’ support in order to facilitate and 
consolidate collaborative working across the 
armed forces, public services, charities and 
industry.

If you were a 'returnee' to the college 
during the 1940's, or started your teacher 
training course after being on active duty, 
please get in touch with us. We would love to 
hear your story: alumni@chester.ac.uk

Veteran wellbeing explored at new centre

Professor Mike Thomas.
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University welcomes its 
latest Honorary Graduates
Also among the Honorary Graduates was 
alumna, and England Women’s Rugby Union 
International Gill Burns MBE who received a 
Master of Science.

Gill studied a BEd in PE and Maths at 
Chester College in 1982 to 1986, where her 
childhood passion for sport was cemented. 
Although women’s rugby wasn’t played 
extensively in the 1980s, her first ever game 
of rugby was on the pitch behind Astbury 
House when the girls challenged the boys in a 
RAG week fundraiser. To even things out the 
boys had to hop when they had possession, 
however as the girls’ team proved too hard to 
handle the boys admitted that they had to try 
in the second half and the ‘hopping’ element 
was dropped. 

The enjoyment that Gill felt from playing 
such a great game had planted a seed in her 
mind that rugby was a game for girls as well 
as boys.

In 1988, Gill went on to play her England 
debut against Sweden and her debut for Great 
Britain in 1989 against France. She set up 
and captained Waterloo FC Women's Rugby 
(based in Liverpool) and in the following years 
became Captain of the North and Captain of 
England. 

A long list of awards and achievements 
followed including a world record of 73 
England caps, five England 7s caps, two 
Great Britain caps and two World XV caps 
before retiring from the sport in 2002. 
Other rugby related honours include being 

the first woman to referee at Twickenham; 
receiving The Sunday Times Sportswomen 
of the Year Team Award in 1994; Winning 
the Cosmopolitan Achievement Award for 
Sporting Success in 1994; Sports Writers' 
Association Awards in 1994; Sports 
Personality of the Year Awards (BBC) in 1994; 
she received an invitation to 10 Downing 
Street to celebrate the Government’s plans 
for the future of sport in 1995 and in 1997 
was invited to a reception at Buckingham 
Palace to celebrate Sport in the Life of the 
Nation.

In September 1999 she was the first 
woman player to be welcomed into the Rugby 
Hall of Fame. She was awarded the MBE in 
2005 by the Queen for Services to Sport; 
became a Privileged Member of the RFU in 
2012 and was Voted Waterloo Rugby Club All-
time Hero in 2013.

In receiving the Honorary Degree from 
the University, Gill said: “I would like to thank 
the University of Chester for recognising the 
contribution I have made to Women’s Rugby in 
England and beyond. The years of dedication 
to my sport always were, and continue to be, 
a real labour of love and although my elite 
playing career seems a long time ago I am still 
enjoying being actively involved in the game.

“Receiving an honour like this is something 
you never expect when you are focused on 
your sport and aspiring to achieve excellence, 
but it is certainly a much appreciated and 
cherished now it has happened.”

Gill accepts her honorary degree from the University.

Olympic sportspeople, eminent scholars, 
distinguished politicians, successful business 
people, theologians and a peace campaigner 
were among those honoured by the 
University as staff and students celebrated 
graduation in November 2013.

During the ceremonies, 14 exceptional 
individuals received Honorary Degrees from 
the institution.

The celebrated names were:
• Former Education Secretary the Rt Hon 

Lord Kenneth Baker of Dorking CH, who 
received a Doctor of Letters

• Olympic Gymnast Beth Tweddle MBE who 
received a Doctor of Science

• Leading Cheshire businessman David 
Pickering FCA, DL, FloD, who received a 
Doctor of Business Administration

• Olympic rower Matthew Langridge, who 
received a Master of Science

• Chair of the University’s Riverside 
Innovation Centre Steering Group Fran 
Hulbert, who received a Doctor of Business 
administration

• Grand National Jockey Carrie Ford, who 
received a Master of Arts

• Money Saving Expert Martin Lewis, who 
was awarded a Doctorate in Business 
Administration

• Peace campaigner Colin Parry OBE JP, who 
received a Doctor Of Letters

• Canon Dr Christina Baxter CBE, who 
received a Doctor of Theology

• Professor Philip Love CBE, DL, who 
received a Doctor of Letters

• Chester FC Manager Neil Young, who was 
awarded a Master of Arts

• The Rt Hon Lord David Hunt of Wirral MBE, 
who received a Doctor of Letters

• The Rt Hon Frank Field MP, who received a 
Doctor of Letters
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Study unveils complexities of 
chimpanzees’ communication skills
Research carried out by academics at the 
University of Chester, University of Stirling 
and Georgia State University has discovered 
that the gestural communication skills of 
chimpanzees are more sophisticated than was 
previously thought.

The most compelling evidence suggests that 
primates modify their gestures to ensure they 
are understood. 

The research team, whose work is published 
in the journal, Nature Communications, found 
this skill enabled chimpanzees to direct the 
movements of a human to a hidden object. 

They applied a task which demanded co-
ordination and communication between two 
language-trained chimpanzees and a human - to 
find a piece of food that had been hidden in a 
large outdoor area. The chimpanzees knew the 
location of the hidden food whilst the human 
did not.  

Dr Anna Roberts, of the University 
of Chester, said: “The use of gestures to 
coordinate joint activities such as finding food 
may have been an important building block in 
the evolution of language. This study shows 
that chimpanzees are also capable of using 
intentional gestures in a flexible way to guide the 

naïve experimenter to the food item.”
Dr Sam Roberts added: “This task 

is similar to the children’s party game 
‘Hot or Cold’, in that the chimpanzee had 
to use gestures to signal to the human 
experimenter whether they were getting 
closer (warmer) or further away (colder) 
from the food item. 

“One chimpanzee named Panzee 
was particularly skilful in this task, as she 
pointed upwards if the experimenter 
pointed too close to Panzee, relative to 
the food’s location, and downwards if the 
experimenter pointed too far away from 
the food.

 “This flexible use of pointing, taking 
into account both the location of the 
food and the actions of the experimenter, 
has not been observed in chimpanzees 
before.”

The project was supported by 
Leakey Foundation, the Wenner-Gren 
Foundation, National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), the Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC), the British Academy, the 
Carnegie Trust for the Universities of 
Scotland and the University of Stirling.

Panzee holding the lexigram keyboard. Photograph 
by Carolyn Richardson, courtesy of Georgia State 
University Language Research Center. 

University shortlisted for 
prestigious education awards
The University celebrated being shortlisted for 
two awards in Times Higher Education Awards 
2013; the ‘Oscars’ of the Higher Education world. 
Amongst the nominees who made the 
shortlist was University lecturer and alumnus 
Dr Neil Pickles.

Neil was shortlisted for ‘Most Innovative 
Teacher of the Year’ award, due to his 
captivating teaching techniques which 
incorporate social media, mobile phones and 
other forms of new technology.

His Twitter feed provides links to science 
news and papers from taught sessions, which has 
proven to be very useful in engaging with current, 
former and future students from inside as well as 

outside the University. Other popular, innovative 
teaching approaches adopted by Dr Pickles include 
the use of You Tube videos, juggling objects to 
explain the electron transport chain, and using a 
variety of props to demonstrate different scientific 
processes. He has also incorporated the use of 
mobile phones into his sessions enabling students 
to text questions, comments and submit votes to 
his presentation slides.

The University was also shortlisted, being 
entered into the ‘Entrepreneurial University of 
the Year’ category. The nomination followed a 
number of initiatives adopted by the institution 
to help nurture innovation and develop 
enterprise in the region.

Dr Neil Pickles, shortlisted in the ‘Most 
Innovative Teacher of the Year’ category.
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Entrepreneurs start their Mission to Moscow
The pressure was on when students from the 
University of Chester pitted their commercial 
wits against one another in a bid to jet off to 
Moscow.

Against the clock they had 48 hours to 
generate as much profit as possible from 
a ‘tenner’ and were recognised for their 
efforts as part of an Awards Ceremony during 
Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) at the 
Riverside Innovation Centre (RIC).

The £10 Challenge is the first stage of 
Mission Moscow, an initiative that aims to 
nurture the next generation of entrepreneurs. 
This original and innovative project was run 
by the University of Chester and the RIC and 
is part-funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund and Cheshire West and 
Chester Council.

Teams of students had to meet the 
exacting mission of transforming an initial 
investment of £10 into the profits necessary 
to fund travel to the Global Entrepreneurship 
Congress in Moscow in March 2014 by 
entrepreneurial means.

The forerunner to Mission Moscow, 
Destination Rio 2013, saw four teams travel 
to Rio de Janeiro, receiving global recognition 
as a ‘High Impact’ event and a Badge of 
Honour from the GEW Team. Additionally, the 
initiative was shortlisted for ‘Enterprise Event 
of the Year’ by the National Association of 
College and University Entrepreneurs.

Competitors set to work in The Forum 
Shopping Centre in Chester. Winners of 
categories such as ‘Most Innovative Idea’ to 
‘Most Socially Responsible Business’, received 
a cash boost, donated by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council, to help them towards their 
goal.

Jack Bladon, also known as ‘The Bottle 
Guy’, who received two awards following his 
idea to up-cycle empty bottles into a variety 
of products, from drinking glasses to lighting, 
said: “My business venture started through 
the RIC's £10 challenge. I took part in this 
event because it provided a great chance to 
gain real trading experience and kickstart 
my mission to Moscow. Taking part in the 

challenge put me in contact with interesting 
and entrepreneurial individuals and also 
helped me to learn about business in the real 
world, all whilst making a few quid.”

Jack Bladon, winner of ‘Most Innovative 
Idea’ and ‘Most Socially Responsible 
Business’.

Historic monuments caught on 
camera by students for Wikipedia

Students on the University’s Computer Science 
and Information Systems programme have 
captured some of the region’s most important, 
historic landmarks in a series of photographs 
for a Wikipedia campaign.

The annual ‘Wiki loves Monuments’ 
international photo contest saw first year 
students travelling around Chester, North 
Wales and Merseyside taking photographs 
of important buildings and monuments as 
part of Wikipedia’s photographic collection of 
Grade II* listed buildings in Cheshire West and 
Chester. 

Included in the collection of almost 60 
buildings and monuments  photographed 
by the students were the Rows and Walls 
in Chester city centre, Abbey Square, the 
University’s Chapel, Hawarden Castle in 
Flintshire, Denbigh Town Hall, Bidston Windmill 
on the Wirral and Rodney Street in Liverpool.

Most of the copyright-free images now 
appear on the Grade II* listed buildings in  

Cheshire West and Chester’s Wikipedia page 
and can be used by anyone for any purpose. 

Dr Jan Shaylor, Programme Leader for BSc 
Interactive digital media at the University said: 
“I have been delighted with the images that 
some of the students have taken. With over 60 
images submitted to Wikipedia, the students 
have helped fill in many of the gaps in the 
website’s collection of images of Chester and 
the surrounding region.”

To view the whole collection of images 
on the Grade II* listed buildings in Cheshire 
West and Chester Wikipedia page visit: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grade_II*_listed_
buildings_in_Cheshire_West_and_Chester

Part of the Roman Quay Wall near Nuns 
Road in Chester taken by Matthew 
Williams.

The famous Rows by Abigail Derbyshire.



Graduate Survey results published
Colleagues from the University’s Marketing, 
Recruitment and Admissions Department 
would like to extend their thanks to alumni 
who took part in the Graduate Survey 2013. 
The project sought to investigate the labour 
market position of University of Chester 
graduates from the years 2007 to 2011 
and to determine rates of participation in 
postgraduate level study since graduating 
from the University. Of particular interest 
were factors motivating graduates to go on to 
undertake postgraduate level study. 
The Survey generated an excellent response 
rate and colleagues were pleased to accept 
completed surveys from 930 graduates from 
as far and wide as Australia, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka and Germany. While the analysis 
of responses continues, there are some 
interesting key headline findings that have 
been made public. 

87.2% of respondents were in employment, 
with graduates mainly working in education, 
health and social work, wholesale and retail, 
information and communication and the 
professional and scientific sectors.
• Over a quarter of respondents had already 

undertaken some sort of postgraduate 
level study, with another quarter currently 
considering a postgraduate qualification.

• More than half all of respondents who 
had already undertaken, or who were 
considering, postgraduate level study had 
considered coming back to the University 
of Chester.

• The most commonly cited reasons for 
graduates undertaking postgraduate level 
study were to progress in their current 
career or to further the knowledge they 
had developed during their undergraduate 
studies.

• We also asked our alumni how they found 
out about postgraduate courses and the 
most frequently cited sources were the 
postgraduate prospectus and website 
searches.

• Over 500 of you said that you would like 
to work with the University in a number of 
ways and we’ll be contacting you this year 
to see how we can this forward.

• The University hopes to repeat the project 
in two years’ time and would very much 
value your support in completing such 
surveys in the future.

If you are interested in finding out more 
about the project, please contact Niall 
Farrall from the Department of Marketing, 
Recruitment and Admissions by e- mailing: 
n.farrall@chester.ac.uk
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Creative alumni 
showcase their work
A decade of alumni from the Department 
of Art and Design, came together to take 
part in a contemporary art exhibition held 
at the University’s new Contemporary Art 
Space Chester (CASC) gallery in December.
Based at the Kingsway Buildings, the 
Alumni exhibition showcased new and 
original work from a range of Fine Art 
graduates from within the last 10 years.
The exhibition was the idea of Chris 
Millward, Technical Demonstrator within 
the Art and Design Department and an 
alumnus of the University himself, to mark 
his 10 years of service at the institution this 
academic year.
Chris, who curated of the exhibition 
explained: “The exhibition was a fantastic 
opportunity for the Department to reunite 
former students from far and wide and 
bring them all 'home' to exhibit once more 
at the new CASC gallery, which was not 
completed until after most of the artists 
had graduated.
“There was a strong mixture of sculptural, 

photographic and painted works on 
show, incorporating various styles, 
techniques and media. The artists 
have all maintained an interest in 
the subject since graduating from 
the University, and travelled from 
all parts of the country to take part 
in the special occasion, with one 
artist travelling over from Portugal 
to exhibit and offer a talk to current 
students.”
The CASC gallery was opened 
in 2010 and is based within the 
Kingsway site at the University. 
Throughout the academic year, the 
gallery displays the latest work from 
students and staff and also plays 
hosts to at least two major shows 
from invited artists.
For more information about 
forthcoming exhibitions, visit the 
CASC gallery’s Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/CASCgallery 
or www.chester.ac.uk/CASC

The Alumni exhibition took place in the CASC gallery.

Some of the installations on display.
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As we prepare for the 175th anniversary of this institution, we have 
been uncovering treasured artefacts from our past, and hope to 
create an exhibition for everyone who has studied or worked at the 
then Chester College, Padgate College or the present University of 
Chester to be able to view these pieces from the past.  

Some of the items have been kindly donated by former students 
or their families.  We have ties, blazers, badges, medals, trophies 
and many photographs which, together, make up our heritage.
Photographs with names on the back we treasured finds, and 
accounts in our own literature also help to put all of the jigsaw pieces 
that are our history together.  Sometimes, we need your help, as 
items are difficult to assess. 

 We also have a punishment cell and old desks, complete with 
graffiti!  If you have an interesting story, a memorable photograph or 
simply want to tell us what being part of the institution meant to you, 
please contact us as we would love to hear more! Our exhibition will 
be set up as part of the 175th anniversary celebrations; launching in 
September with the annual Alumni Reunion weekend, and continuing 
for the remainder of the 2014-15 academic year. We will let everyone 
know when and where the events will be held on the new alumni 
website www.chesteralumni.com so that you can return to campus 
and enjoy a trip down memory lane!

Copper engraving of College Chapel from 1953.Old letters with wax seals.

Shield showing the 
College crest from 1888.

A swimming gala programme 
from 1933.

Vice Prinipal John Bradbury (left) and Principal Aubrey Price 
(right) inspect a 3D model of the College buildings circa 1965.

An old photograph of the 
1889 Rugby team.

Does anyone know what this mystery leather strap is?

The mystery of history
alumni news
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Could you offer a 
student placement?
Work Based Learning has formed a 
successful part of the University of Chester 
undergraduate curriculum for over 20 years 
and the University is proud of the partnership 
it has developed with numerous local, 
national and international employers. 

As part of their second year, our 
undergraduate students have the opportunity 
to complete a five week unpaid work 
placement.  We are seeking companies who 
wish to engage with placement opportunities 
from May 6 –June 6, 2014.  We have students 
studying a range of degree programmes 
within our Business, Life Sciences, Education, 
Humanities, Social Science and Health & 

Social Care Faculties. The students have good 
knowledge of their subject area and are keen 
to gain experience in the workplace and 
enhance their employability upon graduation 
How can you benefit?
• Extra pair of hands
• Fresh perspective and new ideas
• No cost involved
• Student can take responsibility for a project
• Development opportunities for your staff.

The placement may take the form of 
a particular project or piece of research, 
organisation of a special event, production 
of promotional materials or may involve the 
student in the daily routine and running of an 

organisation or department. The details of the 
placement can be negotiated with the student 
with the intended outcome that all parties 
benefit from the experience. Due to health 
and safety and assessment requirements we 
ask that all Placement Providers have business 
premises.

There is a dedicated Work Based Learning 
(WBL) Office at both the Chester and 
Warrington Campuses to oversee the process 
together with tutor support throughout the 
placement. For further information please 
contact the Work Based Learning Office on 
01244 512100 or at wbl@chester.ac.uk.

An extensive range 
   of officialUniversityGifts

To browse our range please visit:
http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk
Contact Jenni Westcott, j.westcott@chester.ac.uk; 01244 511344
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Hat-trick of degrees for 
the Skinner family
Mike Skinner, 53, was able to combine studies 
for a Master's degree with full time work and 
became the third member of his family to 
graduate from the University of Chester.

Mike said: “I decided to return to studying 
because after over 30 years in a commercial 
environment I wanted to add an academic 
understanding of management to my 
knowledge. The part-time course at Chester was 
exactly what I was looking for and I embarked on 
an MSc in Management at the Business School 
on the basis of my business experience.” 

The modules included strategic financial and 
marketing management, people management 
and research methods with people, processes 
and context and exploiting strategy for 
competitive advantage and a research project.

 Mike started working at the University after 
he was made redundant in summer 2011. He 
was offered a temporary role, then took another 
position on maternity cover and last year 
was successfully appointed to the position of 

Knowledge Transfer Officer 
at the Riverside Innovation 
Centre. 

 Mike said returning to 
studying was a challenge: 
“The best part of returning 
to university was the 
realisation that I could 
produce work of a level that was good enough to 
achieve merit and distinction grades. Each year 
my work improved as my academic writing got 
better, as learning to write in an academic style 
and understanding how to focus on the question 
and not writing too descriptively was also a 
challenging aspect.

 “The role at the Knowledge Transfer 
Officer role at the Riverside Innovation Centre 
combines my commercial external experience 
with my experience of working in the University 
of Chester. I am looking forward to developing 
further through that role as I see my future in 
higher education.”  

 Mike, is married to Maria, the University’s 
Student Skills Development Manager, who 
studied for her combined English with History 
degree at Chester. Mike’s step-daughter Lara 
White also gained a degree in Drama and 
Theatre Studies at the University.

 
Did you know that Chester graduates are entitled 
to a ‘Golden Ticket’ discount voucher, that will 
entitle the bearer to £1,000 off a full-priced 
postgraduate taught Master's programme at the 
University of Chester?  For more information 
e-mail: postgrad@chester.ac.uk or telephone 
01244 512456. 

Postgraduate Opportunities 2014
To fi nd out what we have to off er you in 
postgraduate study, please go to
www.chester.ac.uk/pgcourses/cestrian
Alternatively, if you would like to visit us 
please call us on 01244 512800 or go to 
www.chester.ac.uk/pgopen/cestrian

n

Mike Skinner.
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Tom turns back the clock
From the makers of the popular Victorian Farm, Edwardian Farm and Wartime 
Farm; Tudor Monastery Farm was a six-part factual series for BBC Two, which 
saw the presenters living as tenant farmers on land owned by the Monastery 
and exploring farming methods which would have been typical to that period. 
Amy Jones talks to the series’ newest presenter and University of Chester 
alumnus, Tom Pinfold, who during the programme experienced what it was 
like to live as a tenant farmer in 1500, during the reign of the first Tudor King, 
Henry VII.

 
Tom has led a varied and well-travelled 
life since completing his first degree in 
Archaeology in 2001 at University College 
London. Having visited over 50 countries 
and with two further Master's degrees 
under his belt, the latest being in Military 
History from the University of Chester 
in 2012, documentary presenting is a 
somewhat new adventure for the 35-year-
old from Oxton (Wirral). Archaeologist and 
Historian Tom, who is a former Personal 
Trainer and also currently works as a Royal 
Navy Reservist (RNR) in Liverpool, worked 
briefly behind the scenes of the 2007 series 
of Victorian Farm helping his good friend  
and co-presenter Peter Ginn, whom he met  
at University in London, to build a pigsty. 

Tom was re-introduced to the  
production team via Peter in 2013 and after  

 
a series of interviews and filming sequences  
in and out of Tudor costume, he was asked 
to co-present the series with Peter and 
fellow historian and histweorical re-enactor, 
Ruth Goodman. 

Tudor Monastery Farm went back to 
the year 1500; further back in time than the 
series has ever gone before. Throughout the 
series, Tom had to don the typical attire of 
a tenant farmer which consisted of woollen 
tights, long sleeved shirt, breeches, thick 
surcoat, thick woollen jacket and a felt 
hat - a costume which proved very cozy in 
the cooler month of April when the filming 
started, but very hot in the heatwaves of 
last June and July.

Tom said: “Wearing the costumes in the 
sweltering conditions we had last summer, 
was probably one of the most difficult  

parts of filming. I remember standing on 
a hill in Shropshire filming the lead mining 
and lead smelting scenes, with no shade, 
just drinking bottle after bottle of water in 
between filming; it was just so hot.

“Working with the animals on the farm 
was also tricky at times. They were very 
central to our time there and definitely 
the stars of the show. Our cows Gwen 
and Graceful, often had 'diva' moments 
whenever they decided they were hungry 
or bored. Sparky the horse was always 
excitable and I think I can safely say that 
none of us liked the geese.”

The series was primarily filmed at the 
Weald and Downland Open Air Museum 
near Chichester; a working museum which 
remained open during filming and meant 
that members of the public were free to 
wander around the film set, and able to 
watch some of the action. 

Although well - versed and with an 
active interest in many aspects of military 
history, particularly Roman Britain and the 
Napoleonic Wars, Tom’s knowledge of Tudor 
farming prior to the series was  limited.

He said: “I knew very little about the 
Tudor era, and what I did know was limited 
to the kings and queens of that period 
rather than the people. I learnt an awful 
lot from the experts about what the Tudor 
people had to do to survive. They really 
had to diversify their income, by coming up 

Tom (left) with his co-presenters, Ruth Goodman and Peter Ginn.
Tudor Monastery Farm © Copyright BBC/Lion TV Ltd 2013. Images by Laura Rawlinson.

feature



The Cestrian 2014          13

university news
with different ways to make money. Simply 
keeping one kind of animal wasn’t enough, 
they would have had to keep a diverse range 
of livestock and couldn’t depend on growing 
a certain kind of crop for example; so many 
factors had to be taken into account and if 
the crop was ruined, the farmer would have 
to come up with a new way to make money 
to feed his wife and family.”

Tom’s work with the RNR in Liverpool, 
together with being a gym enthusiast, really 
helped him in some of the more physical 
jobs he was required to do for the series 
which included making (another) pigsty, 
rolling a flaming cartwheel down a hill, 
chopping down trees and carrying them 
through the forest, breaking up floors and 
digging ditches. 

He added: “I am quite a fit guy; I go to 
the gym six days each week and have to 
train for my work within the RNR. I think this 
really helped me to cope with the physical 
challenges and long days during filming, 
which sometimes would be from 8am to 
3am. I didn’t have a day off for the first two 
months, as if I wasn’t filming I was working 

at the RNR! It was the first job I’ve had 
where every day was different and so I was 
constantly running on adrenaline.

“I got to tick a lot of things off my ‘Man 
list’ while filming the programme including 
blacksmithing, longbow archery and 
butchery, which wasn’t pleasant but it really 
makes you appreciate your food. The whole 
experience was really enjoyable; I got to try 
so many new things I wouldn’t normally have 
had the opportunity to do such as bag-pipe 
making, lead smelting, working with the farm 
animals and making honey using traditional 
hives made of baskets. I’ve never tasted such 
incredible honey in all my life!” 

Filming finished in November 2013 
and the six-part series was broadcast in the 
run-up to Christmas and also included a 
Christmas special on New Year’s Eve.

Tom has since been busy with his work at 
the RNR at HMS Eaglet in Liverpool. As well 
as undertaking lots of training courses, Tom 
spent two weeks in the Irish Sea doing fishery 
protection and was part of the Royal Navy’s 
Commemorations of the 70th Anniversary of 
the Battle of the Atlantic last year.  

He added: “I really enjoy working with 
the RNR and I am keeping very busy with 
that, but more TV work would be great and 
another ‘farm’ series with the team would 
be a lot of fun.”

Tom, who graduated from the MA Military 
History programme in 2012.

1948
Caryl and I are still in good health and 
enjoyed another reunion with David and 
Ruth Greeenlees, Anne Cooke and Joy Daffon 
at Rossett Hall in September 2013. Florence 
Machin hopes to attend next time.

I have heard from eight former colleagues: 
Eric Barber has limited mobility and depends 
on his electric scooter and wheelchair. He is an 
accomplished organist, and played at theatres 
and clubs for many years. He retired in 1989 as 
Deputy Head of a large comprehensive school.

Peter Axson was an outstanding swimmer 

at College. Since leaving he has swum at 
Windermere, Coniston, Jersey, the Solent, 
Torbay and the River Tay! Reading, crosswords 
and bird-watching are now his main pleasures. 

Peter Bell and his wife are in good health 
and play golf regularly. He supports Blackburn 
Rovers and says this is to remind him “that we 
are not put on earth to enjoy ourselves”. He 
has not lost his sparkle.

Colin Fox is unfortunately registered blind. 
He retired from his third headship in 1997 and 
has lived in the same house for 50 years. He is 
still reasonably active, travels and enjoys going 
to concerts etc. He still enjoys The Cestrian!

Alan Edlund was diagnosed with a serious 
illness some years ago. Following consultant’s 
advice and withdrawing of medication has 
seen a dramatic improvement. After the great 
storm, he has been busy cutting up logs from 
fallen trees with his chainsaw! 

Arthur Cunliffe still swims regularly. He has 
had a life-long interest in mechanical music 
and has co-authored a book on Swiss national 
music. 

Stan Holland is still cheerful and in 
reasonable health. Surprisingly he and Joy 
were near-neighbours when they were 
children. Joy says he was her first boyfriend; 

Stan is saying nothing!
Sadly Philip Jones’ health is worse than last 

year. The motorised scooter has enabled he and 
Pauline to get about more; they even took it on 
the plane to Majorca and Portugal. Their grand-
daughter is to follow in his footsteps, studying 
teaching at Chester next year. 

David Lewis 
18 Masefield Mews, Bridgend. CF31 4PS. 

01656 818754
trinitycestrian@btinternet.com

1950
On reading the Autumn Edition of The Cestrian 
I suddenly realised that 2013 was exactly 100 
years since my father, John T Williams started 
at Chester College in September 1913.

Before entering the Royal Navy at the end 
of 1944, I had the opportunity of what was 
then known as pupil teaching. Then the Head 
Teacher appointed me as an uncertificated 
teacher for one month and I still have my 
certificate to ‘proclaim’ me as such. My salary 
for that one month was £10.

Now at 87, I am still driving and getting 
about. I wonder much about the changes 
during the last 32 years and whether I would 

Year Note Secretaries take a considerable 
amount of time and effort to gather 
information on their fellow former 
students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests 
that specific medical conditions should only 
be included if the person being mentioned 
has given their permission to the Year 
Note Secretaries for the information to be 
published.

Where reports have been significant in 
length, these have been abridged in order 
to accommodate information from all those 
submitted.

Year Notes

feature
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agree with some of them. I had to retire 
suddenly in 1982. I opened school after 
Christmas taking assembly at 9am then at 
11am I was wired up in hospital with a heart 
attack.  Who said that head teachers were 
never under stress! 

We moved to West Wales and with 
the love of my wife I was sensible to do as 
the doctors ordered. I met my wife here 
in Aberystwyth in 1949 and asked her to 
marry me just eight weeks later. We had 
52 wonderful years, both ending as Head 
Teachers.  

My last school was a newly built primary 
CE Community School taking in 300 pupils.  
It included two squash courts, badminton, 
showers and a youth club four evenings a 
week, plus Saturday community classes. I had 
been Head Teacher of an old 1854 building 
when the Local Authority invited me to be the 
first Head.

Each time The Cestrian arrives I wonder 
if any other ‘1950'er is still managing to get 
around? Finally, I must say many thanks for my 
time in Chester College and the opportunities 
that followed.

RM Williams (Bob)
alumni@chester.ac.uk

1951
Thank you for your responses; you know 
who you are!  John Alcock noted that I did 
not  require detailed medical information. He 
suggested that it was asking for it if friends 
greeted you with; “ How are you?”

His preferred opening remark was; “My 
you look well”. John and Reg Vernon are my 
senior contacts having both attained the age of 
88: congratulations gentlemen.

Jack Farley sent a well typed letter by 
“steam mail” as he awaited a computer 
upgrade. He has now requested that I 
befriend him on Facebook. He enjoys visits to 
Nottingham Playhouse and The Civic Theatre 
in Newark. During the past year he has 
done interior decorating with help and also 
reclaimed some of the garden.

Tony Hindley was our only representative 
at the Reunion this year. He met Roy Davies’ 
brother who told him that Roy was not well.

He ( Tony) had heard from David Hough 
who was happily growing roses in his garden 
in Ireland. Tony has renewed contact with 
Barry Wademan. Barry and Winifred enjoyed 
a pre-Christmas party with their family, now 
increased by another great grandchild, then 
celebrated Christmas together in Scotland.

 Ken and Pat Thorley continue their 
Shearings’ coach trips between Pat’s  
chemotherapy sessions and also enjoy visits 

to the gym, Tatton Park and Dunham Massey. 
Pat recently gave a very positive and inspiring  
interview on BBC Radio Manchester about her 
cancer treatment.

 Ian Anderson also had a pre-Christmas 
family gathering and reported a novel way of 
inflating the lilos without using the car engine.  
He still plays carpet bowls and walks his collie 
twice a day. 

Derek Rawsthorne and his wife Margaret 
celebrated their Golden Wedding in August, 
enjoying time with their family. When I 
telephoned Roy Schofield in December he was 
not at all well. Keep in touch please.

 
Geoff Griffiths  

50 Bridge Street, New Mills, High Peak, 
SK22 4DN. 

geoff @jgriff.co.uk
  

1952
Those of us still active are in our eighties and 
from your cards and letters coping fairly well, 
and cheerfully.

Sadly, John Walton and Stan Jones died in 
hospital the week after 2013 Reunion, an event 
which Stan had supported for many years. Ron 
Highcock was killed in a car accident in May. 
Otherwise I still write to 22 former colleagues, 
which is good going, I think.

Arthur Bessell is well and has moved to an 
apartment in Southport. Vivian Brown has new 
parts (hip and knee) and promises to call when 
fit to drive. Bill Brown is still enthusiastically 
involved with cricket (although what he makes 
of the recent Ashes may not be repeatable!). 
Phil Dale-Jones continues to send good wishes 
from Perth, Western Australia. Richard Haworth 
looked very fit and photographed well at 
Reunion and hopes to see more 52’ers this 
coming September. Roger Henthorne hopes to 
make it after his triple heart by-pass, as does 
Peter Howells - I met his brother at Reunion 
last year - while George Hurst still brings Ivy to 
Chester, and also photographs well! Vic Lloyds 
is still suffering from health problems but is in 
touch. 

Our Manxman Stan Proud is having 
problems with his sight but is otherwise fit and 
well. Doug Rowley has a pacemaker and is now 
in a bungalow. Norbury Teare is still "above 
ground and mobile", very actively so in New 
Zealand. Phil Tilstone is well after his post-Kenya 
safaris. Derek Weaver and June are also regulars 
at Reunion. Bryan Kenworthy copes with his 
blindness, a problem also affecting Mary.

 
Ken Wyatt

Keeping well (ish), and hoping for 
continued contacts from all you out there!

kenwyatt30@btinternet.com 

1953
2013 marked the 60th anniversary of our 
departure from Chester into the wide world.  
To celebrate, there were 10 of our number 
together once again about a third of the 
‘survivors‘. I know that some of those would 
have been with us but for a variety of medical 
problems. We enjoyed an excellent weekend.

Norman Green, Jeff Steele and I travelled 
together by train and Alan Nicholls used the 
same mode of transport.  Eric Henderson 
came from Newcastle by car, but sadly 
without his usual companion, Eric Foster, in 
a care home. Alan MacQueen, Brian Platt 
and Alan Heaton were accompanied by their 
wives, and also with us were Stuart Osborne 
and George Holland both active and well.   

As you would expect, there were lots 
of happy reminiscing and fond memories 
especially of those now no longer with us.  
Since then lots of Christmas cards, for which 
my thanks, and always enjoyable telephone 
conversations and e-mails.  Norman Tincello 
is now confined to his flat but as always 
remains cheerful. Norman Roberts and Alan 
Crowther both live on the  Isle of Man and 
have not visited the mainland for years. I must 
endeavour to visit and surprise them both!  
Warwick Tart, John Cooper, Keith Henney, 
Don Hitchcock, Wynn Lloyd are well and 
remain active in various pursuits as also does 
Gil Holt.  Dave Tipper and family have not 
enjoyed the best of years but Dave maintains 
his work driving passengers to cruise ships, 
also plays table tennis regularly and swaps 
welcome, fun e-mails with me, as also does 
Dave Peet.  Peter Sambrook and John Herbert, 
like me, don’t drive too far these days and Jeff 
Steele has had to give up driving, Fred Whyatt 
has exchanged golf for snooker with Derek 
Weaver. I just keep my fingers busy on the 
computer! All good wishes.

Alwyn Peel
alwyn.peel@ntlworld.com

1955 
Once again, thank you for the many Christmas 
cards, however I’m afraid that they contained 
very little news that I could use. One, from 
Audrey Prescott, bore the sad news that Fred 
Prescott had died in September. 

Here are the main points that some of you 
made: Doug Bruns is still golfing, just. His first 
grandchild is off to university which makes 
him feel old. Roy Owen wrote a long letter 
with his card. For Christmas 2012 they were 
in South Africa visiting a friend but Barbara 
had to attend hospital having been bitten by 
an Alsatian. Sometime later she fell and broke 
a hip which prevented them going on holiday 
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to the Greek islands. Roy still attends the gym 
every day. 

Tom Jarvis said he is ‘under investigation’ 
but he doesn’t know why or by whom. 
Gordon and Linda Borebank wrote to explain 
recent reunions were missed because of 
holidays. Ken Roscoe said that once again my 
name has been suggested for the New Year’s 
honours list. Terry David sent his good wishes 
in his own imitable style.

I had a very quiet Christmas and 
Hogmanay as befits a broken down 
octogenarian.

Best wishes to all of you and I hope 
to see more of you at the next Reunion, 
especially as it is the 175th anniversary of 
the institution for which there are many 
events and things, including a three volume 
account from our year. 

Eric Laws
alumni@chester.ac.uk

1956
Frank Bosner has resigned from clubs and 
societies and now keeps his wits by revising 
Russian (during National Service he was a 
Russian translator in the Intelligence Corps).

Derek Tipton struggles on in spite of health 
problems. Both David Higgins and Brian Wilson 
are leading full lives having recovered from 
major surgery.

As a change from leaves, twigs etc blown 
into his garden, Rod Heslop opened the 
curtains on Christmas morning to find his 
neighbour’s shed in the middle of his lawn. 
2013 is a year that Rod would like to forget; 
poor health prevented him from moving far 
from the house.

Ray Norman had had to give up his annual 
trip to Arizona and now has to be content with 
holidays nearer his Canadian home.

Alan Barnett paid a short trip to Poland 
including Auschwitz. In Krakow his 'trip' over 
tram lines resulted in four stitches in his 
thumb.

During 2014, Brian Wainwright will be 
chairman of his Probus Club. Brian Ingham 
celebrated 50 years membership of Pendle 
Masonic Lodge.

Visiting toilets on a camp site in the middle 
of the night made Roy Thompson realise that 
he was getting too old for that type of holiday.

In October, Brian Langan had to have 
emergency surgery but he embarked on a four 
month world cruise in January.

John Percival is back in the UK where he 
will now stay. 

Peter John Thompson found a coach trip 
to Austria somewhat wearisome. 

In addition, I have heard from Doug 

McDonald, Arthur Roberts, Phil Faragher, Ken 
Laughton, Norman Lancaster, Roy Twentyman, 
Donald Bowman and Dave Wraith.

Sadly, we have lost – Neil Chandler, Roy 
Challinor, Sulaiman Mutawa and John Travis. 
Obituaries for Roy and Sulaiman appeared in 
last Autumn’s edition of The Cestrian, and one 
for John should be in next Autumn’s edition.

Brian McDermott
alumni@chester.ac.uk

1957 and 1958
We only had one table at last September's 
Reunion: myself; Malcolm Burrill; Peter and 
Frances Noden. Unfortunately bad weather 
spoiled Simon Nanson's trip. Simon writes of 
coach tours but still uses his vintage campervan.

Mike Duffield is now an MBE and President 
of the Plymouth and Devon Schools Sailing 
Association. Mike Stevens has followed up 
his MBE with becoming a Freeman of the City 
of London, the ceremony being held at The 
Guildhall, followed by him exercising the historic 
privilege of driving sheep over London Bridge.

Malcolm Burrill continues his active life, 
including grand-parenting and some music 
teaching, hopefully having found a small person 
with special talent, a word not applying to 
Blackpool FC.

Colin Hunt is recovering from the second hip 
replacement, last November.

Ray Thomas seems to revel in his swinging 
80s, playing bowls badly but spending several 
months in Menorca. He is still in touch with 
Dave Walker and Eric Bolton.

Mike Johnston is enjoying an improvement 
in health. His Spanish property problems seem 
to have been resolved but maintenance is 
becoming too much him. He mentions possible 
family trips to Australia and New Zealand.

Brian Martland has had a total knee 
replacement and found recovery slow and 
painful. He blames mountaineering, long 
distance cycling and marathon running. 

My personal contacts include Peter Noden, 
with whom my wife Jenny and I spent a very 
pleasant lunch and afternoon last summer. 
John Slee keeps in touch and I hope to see him 
shortly. Jenny is going to Oz in February for a 
couple of months.

I’m still standing but much closer to the 
golf ball after I’ve hit it. Many trips had, many 
to come.   

September 13, 2014 is a firm date in my 
diary and I hope to see as many at the Reunion 
as can make it. Before lunch you will find me in 
the bar, as usual.

Ken Morgan
kenmorgs@yahoo.co.uk

Mid Year 1958 – 1959
With sadness I report of the death of Ted 
Scribbins on 16th August 2012. I had not heard 
from him for three years. A brief note from 
his wife, Mary, on receipt of The Mid’Un 2013, 
gave no details although the record of his 
obituary notice in the Birmingham Mail, which 
I logged on to, says he passed peacefully away 
at home. I wrote back to Mary, but received no 
reply. 

Further sad new is that Dave Ellison is 
poorly and now requires permanent care. He 
underwent an operation to remove a brain 
tumour some years back. 

 Ian Terrett has suffered another slight 
stroke. 

On the bright side, I was delighted to 
receive 23 Christmas cards (many with news) 
from year members. That’s fantastic! Since I 
am in touch with 34, that’s a 68% success rate! 
I am hoping to send out our annual newsletter 
The Mid’Un later in the year.

It has given me enormous pleasure to be 
in such close contact with so many of the year. 
We were very much thrown together in what 
were, by today’s standards, pretty straitened 
circumstances – no bar, coffee machines, 
snooker tables, smart phones, television 
in those days. We had to use a communal 
washroom (one on each floor of Fisher and 
Astbury). Washing and shaving together under 
stress and pressure on pre-Teaching Practice 
weeks. . . now that was bonding for you! Could 
this be why, 56 years later, we’re still very much 
in touch? Two of the quainter admonitions in 
our handbook of rules read: “Singing in the 
bath, while possibly satisfying to the individual 
is less so to the rest of the house, especially 
at night or in the early morning” and “Any 
wireless set must be properly and separately 
wired to its adapter.”  Students today don’t 
know they’re born!

Rod Hunt
rod@rodwrite.co.uk

1961
Eric Bibby, Dai Owen, Geoffrey Trigg and Bob 
McGuigan and myself attended the September 
Reunion. We were all particularly pleased to 
see Pauline, widow of Rodney Piers Singleton, 
affectionately remembered as the Squire of 
Hale. She was in good health. I hope she will be 
able to join us again this year.

Dai Evans was unable to attend, but sent 
best wishes and I managed to make a short trip 
to see him in November. His company always 
acts as a tonic and it was also pleasing to see 
Yvonne and the familiar sights of Llandrindod 
once more.

John Westall has been in touch, is well and 
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explained his absence from the Reunion- he 
was carefully installing solar panels on his roof.

Trevor Smalley communicates very 
regularly and continues to lead a busy, 
interesting life in New Zealand.

Other entertaining telephone calls include 
Peter Sharples who waxes lyrical on the 
fortunes of Manchester City and Rochdale. 
Norman Johnson (1960) often brightens my 
day with his encounters with another whisky. 
In our last conversation over Christmas, 
Norman did convey some sad news from Pete 
Hamlin that Jim Pullen of their year had died 
recently after a long illness.

Tom Jones travelled to Norway in 
November to help his son Richard to unpack 
the 212 cases (including a grand piano!) 
required to facilitate Richard’s move from 
Australia. Tom was also due to spend 
Christmas there. 

Finally, Tony Street celebrates his Golden 
Wedding in April and Geoffrey Trigg in August. 
Congratulations to both.

Tony Robinson 
alumni@chester.ac.uk

1961 Mid-year
There is no news to report to colleagues 

as I have been out of circulation for six months 
or so, undergoing a multitude of tests which 
culminated in triple bypass surgery in early 
December 2013. 

 The usual friends contacted me over the 
Christmas period and we had hoped to get 
together in the Summer of 2013 but did not 
manage to meet . 

 The 175th Anniversary Celebration at the 
College this year would seem a good reason 
to suggest a meet once again in September, 
or even another time in the year at another 
venue . 

 If Mid-Year members are interested 
do please contact me and we can begin 
arrangements. 

Ian Manship
01995 605147

ian_manship@outlook.com

1965
A sobering thought perhaps, but this year 
even the youngest of our group will become 
septuagenarians. One wonders how people 
chose to celebrate this landmark. Bob Morten 
partied aboard a canal boat, while John 
Broady, not to be outdone, did much the same 
on the Queen Mary! Others chose walking in 
the great outdoors: Jeff Gray in the Trough of 
Bowland; Tony Lawton in the Peak District; 
and Harold Williams at Hadrian’s Wall. Russ 

Jones had a surprise party at his golf club, 
and Mike Perkins was afloat on his boat in the 
Med. In my case it was a wonderful holiday 
in Harold Williams’s “bastide” in Provence, 
and later in the year, the surprise arrival of a 
vintage double-decker bus full of family and 
friends which took us off to a Peak District 
pub. Of those who haven’t reached the 
landmark yet, Geoff Lomax is looking to the 
Grand Canyon and Yosemite, while Doug Fitch 
is busy planning his own surprise party!  John 
Bush will be picking up a new car.

 Another landmark to look forward to 
is our informal reunion in 2015, probably in 
March, to celebrate the golden jubilee of our 
“graduation” at Chester. Details later.

Colin Rodgers
rodgers403@btinternet.com

1967
This is my first report as Year Note Secretary 
for 1967. To avoid any confusion, this refers 
to students who began their College life 
at Chester in 1967 and left with a CertEd 
in 1970 or with a BEd in 1971. Although I 
communicate with a few former students, I 
hope to increase my contacts list, so please 
send me an up-date with your news. Many 
of us attain the retirement age of 65 this year 
and look forward to the prospect of more 
leisure time.

John and Kate Shears live in Wirral and 
are retired. They have two children and one 
granddaughter. John made it to be a very 
successful primary Head Teacher. He was 
invited to the Palace for a garden party and to 
another royal event in recognition of his work 
in primary education. 

Andrew and Lin McCarthy also live in 
Wirral and are retired, both from primary 
teaching. Andrew was also a Head Teacher. 
They have occasional contact with Chris Dalby, 
although I have no information about him.

John Watts from Barnsley maintains 
annual contact. He is retired and enjoys a 
great deal of time travelling. Ryan Jervis is a 
retired secondary Head Teacher in Shrewsbury 
and heavily involved in Shrewsbury Town FC.  

Malcolm Mercer became a Deputy Head 
of a 14-18 secondary school in Whitby before 
retiring at the age of 55. He is currently 
working part-time in North Yorkshire with 
home tuition for students on long-term 
leave from school for health reasons or 
behavioural problems. His wife Andrea spent 
the final years of her working life as an Exams 
Officer. They have three daughters and four 
grandchildren all in the North-East.

With great sadness I record the death of 
our good friend Gordon Tarran. Gordon spent 

all of his career teaching RE in the Rochdale 
area. He leaves a wife (Sandra) two children 
and several grandchildren. I am reliably 
informed that Phil Roberts also died some 
years ago, but I have no family details.

Kelvin Young
kelvinyoung@kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk

1969
Quite a few from our period attended an 
excellent Reunion weekend in September. 

Some of us still manage to walk without 
frames and meet throughout the year in 
Derbyshire. Neil McMechan travels down 
from Lancashire, as does Peter Thompson 
from Lincolnshire, and me from Staffordshire. 
We usually walk about six miles and then 
enjoy further banter over a pint in either Edale 
or Castleton. Other walkers would always be 
most welcome. 

We also meet as a larger group, complete 
with wives at Llangollen for a day at the 
International Eisteddfod in July. There’s usually 
Peter, and Gwen (née Matthews), Richard 
and Pat Ransome (née Salter), Frank and Sue 
Pennington, as well as David and Julie Hughes. 
Pat, Gwen, Peter and I sang there in the 
College Choir, hence these special ‘musical’ 
reunions. Frank always adds much to the 
enjoyment with his dry humour.

Our ‘golden’ anniversary isn’t that far off, 
and I would be thrilled if we could generate a 
goodly number for the 2019 reunion, although 
2016 will be 50 years since we were so young 
as Freshers!

I would love to hear any news from folks. 
We are hoping more will be able to join us at 
this year’s Annual Reunion in September. I am 
involved in the Alumni Association and we 
are in the process of organising a Grand Prize 
Draw with superb prizes donated by local 
business, commerce and individuals.

Things are extremely exciting at what is 
now our University and you would be quite 
amazed if you were to return to the campus 
just to see all that is going on! 

Please do get in touch. I will be thrilled to 
hear from you.

Geoff. Mackenzie
geoff@mackenzie624.fsnet.co.uk

1972
I visited the Chester Campus recently and was 
asked if I would be the Year Notes Secretary 
for those of us who were students between 
1969 and 1972. 

My visit was the first in over 40 years. 
Much has changed in higher education and 
we can be proud that Chester has played 
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such an important role. 

However, little prepared any of us for 
the changes in teaching during our careers. 
Probably, like me, you have recently retired. 
After leaving Chester I held teaching posts in 
Norfolk and then primary school headships in 
Norfolk and Staffordshire. 

It would be good to hear your news 
so that I can make a full report in the next 
edition of The Cestrian. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

With best wishes
Kenneth Kay

k.kay5@btinternet.com

1973
First of all “thanks” to Dave Robertson and 
Dave Hadden for their hard work in getting so 
many of us together for the 40 year Reunion 
last September. Everyone had a great time 
even though much of the next week was spent 
recovering!

It was great to see Liz and Ken Oliver 
looking well - Liz has hardly changed at all. 
On Saturday ‘Big Fred’ (Astall) joined us and 
kept us highly entertained with his stories. 
Hopefully more of us will meet up again for 
the Reunion in September. I enjoyed the 
tour of the College, and going into the now 
modernised Price Tower after 40 years brought 
back fond memories of French lectures and 
practice sessions in the old language lab. 

I’m trying to keep my brain cells working 
by completing Polygons, code words and 
any other puzzles. I also watch Countdown 
sometimes (only in bad weather you 
understand). How many of you do that too? 

Sue Jones is still working but has said 
she will be retiring fully in June. Carol Cain 
(Dickinson) and I go into primary schools to 
help with reading. I love the enthusiasm of the 
little ones. I hope to help out on their ‘French 
Day’ in June. I’m trying to refresh my Spanish 
now before a touristy trip. 
News from anyone in our year is always 
welcome.

Teresa Gould
teresa.gould1@yahoo.co.uk or 

Suejones51@sky.com

1977
News is sparse, but we live in hope others will 
eventually get in touch. 

Karen Cream keeps on drumming with 
‘The Djembabes’, an all-women group from 
Southampton, where she teaches Performing 
Arts.  

Following a 16 year Headship in 
Lancashire, Bruce Fletcher took up a new 

Headship in London, eight years ago. Robert 
Ford has taken early retirement. Keith 
Greenwood, a Headmaster in Warrington, 
travels with gusto and exploits include the 
‘Heavenly Stairs’ up Mt Hua Shan as well as 
the Terracotta Army in China. Sailing with wife 
Beverley, children and grandchildren keep him 
active, as did ‘Movember’. 

Janet Kaiser née Hankin, is recovering 
from lung cancer and surgery, adding ‘lack of 
puff’ to debilitating and painful rheumatoid 
arthritis, but it apparently adds vigour to her 
environmental and social lobbying, including 
fighting 'privatisation' of the NHS. Find her on 
facebook! Sailing, skiing, saunas, Southport 
and working in London loom large in Christine 
Howarth’s life. Teaching in Birkenhead and 
looking forward to retirement, Barbara 
Steventon née Twiname and Sue Beattie née 
Lunt are both keen amateur opera singers. 
Not heard from Angela Lilley recently. She’s 
always very busy, but you can find her on 
LinkedIn. I run a TEFL, English for business, 
training centre in Southport.   

Brief contact with the Bouverie Street 52 
PE boys, Ian “Jock” McCarn, Sandy Gordon, 
Paul Kerton, Phil Brocklehurst, was made. 
Cheryl Hart lives in Australia and Isa Hyde 
works in Washington DC She manages trips to 
Freetown where her mother lives. 

The whole Chester diaspora cannot attend 
the September Reunion, but hopefully many 
will commit to some part of the weekend. 
Please meet in the Students’ Union bar; look 
for someone wearing a hat and if in frivolous 
mood wear one too. As some turn 60 and the 
College a grand 175, it calls for a celebration in 
2014. See you there!

Janet Kaiser and Keith Mistry 
keithmistry@yahoo.co.uk 

1986 
2013 was the first time a group of 1986/1987 
alumni had attended the Annual Reunion. 

We had a wonderful lunch in town at 
where the six attending the evening meal 
were joined by Denise Vernazza (née Hart). 
With our 30 years balloon and candle, the 
memories flowed round the table along with 
the wine! 

Two hours later Denise headed back to 
Wigan and we welcomed Adele Thompson as 
we walked via the Walls down to a favourite 
spot by the Dee. Chris Green and Lawrence 
Bee offered to row us ladies (Pam Catherall, 
Gill Dolan (née Bamford), Gill Keight (née 
Nelson), Adele and I) up the river. How times 
change. With the health and safety edict, the 
merest hint of alcohol prevented our trip.  

We contented ourselves with 

refreshments al fresco where we made funny 
faces on Gill Dolan’s mobile phone app. 

After being serenaded by Gill on a grand 
at the music shop in Pepper Street it was 
goodbye to Adele and back on the Walls to 
take that familiar trip towards Parkgate Road. 

Lawrence and I had opted to stay over 
and it was just like old times when the girls 
commandeered my room to change and the 
lads piled into Lawrence’s at John Milton Hall, 
the old Plantation Hotel and venue of my 21st 
in 1986.

They say familiarity breeds contempt. 
I disagree. Familiarity breeds contentment 
especially where Chester College is concerned. 

Soon we were enjoying a welcome drink 
in what used to be the old cafeteria. 

The food was lovely and I met up with 
some of the new alumni friends I’d made the 
previous evening.  

Following the meal, armed with raffle 
prizes, we headed for the bar where Lawrence 
promptly challenged Gill Dolan to a game of 
pool.

Such is the mark of a Cestrian alumnus, 30 
years on. We had a wonderful time together 
despite the time lapse and coming from 
different crowds of friends.  

Roll on September and our 30th 
anniversary of leaving Chester in 2016. 

Sharon L Forsdyke
sharon@writepoemsforyou.co.uk

As usual, the Alumni and Development 
team would be very happy to receive your 
letters, photos, suggestions for articles, 
and obituaries for the autumn edition of 
The Cestrian. Could we kindly ask that all 
submissions for obituaries are received no 
later than August 15, 2014? Year Notes will 
be featured again in the spring 2015 edition 
of the magazine.

 There are some years without a Year 
Note Secretary, so if you would like to 
represent your year and can’t see your year 
group listed, please get in touch with us: 
e-mail: alumni@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 
01244 511091. We are currently working 
on a brand new alumni website which will 
make it much easier to get in touch with 
the Year Note Secretaries, so please watch 
this space!

 In addition, if you have memories 
that you would like to share, need our 
help in finding an old friend, or would like 
to come back and visit the campus for a 
tour, please contact us and we would be 
delighted to help.

 Stay in touch!
 Fiona, Clare and Amy
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Alumna discovers a 
common connection
A member of staff from the University’s 
Faculty of Health and Social Care was 
surprised when a donor contacted him out of 
the blue after his completion of a strenuous 
fundraising challenge, and found that they 
had a lot in common.

Richard Mottershead, a Senior Lecturer in 
Mental Health Nursing climbed Mount Triglav 
in Slovenia in order to raise funds for on-going 
projects by CHAPTER (Chester Area Project 
for Training, Employment and Retraining); 
a charity for which he recently became a 
Trustee, and which provides a service for 
people with mental health problems, mostly 
of long duration and considerable severity. 

He completed the gruelling challenge in 
October and reached the 2,864 metre high 
summit, the highest of the Julian Alps in 
Slovenia, after a climb which took two days.

On reading about Richard’s challenge 
in the local paper, a Mrs Jean Aslet, felt 
compelled to make a donation to Richard’s 
mission. She contacted Richard to wish 
him luck and to let him know about the 
connection they shared.

Jean Aslet was the first Counsellor to 
students at the then Chester College, joining 
in 1990 and retiring in 2003. Employed on a 
part-time basis to begin with, she spent much 
of her first few years at the institution making 
connections with local support organisations 
and charities, as well as offering support to 
students who needed it. 

In 1965, together with her husband Chris 
(also a former member of staff and a very 
keen walker and climber), they had spent 
their honeymoon in Yugoslavia, and had also 
climbed Mount Triglav. 

Flying into Austria and travelling the 
border by train, a plane took them to 
Villach and another train on to Northern 
Yugoslavia, where Jean recalled the 
people being so friendly but also very 
poor. After a lunch consisting of bread 
and dripping, the young couple climbed 
the mountain, unaided and quite 
unprepared for the difficult journey 
ahead.

Jean confessed: “We must have 
been mad; I don’t know what we were 
thinking! After the first day we stayed 
overnight two thirds of the way up the 
mountain in a wooden hut meant for 
use by Triglav’s climbers. The next day, 
the weather conditions were really 
quite good until we got towards the 
summit and it was covered in snow and 
ice. We had a few hairy moments but 
when we got to the top, the views were 
fabulous! We had a lovely clear day 
despite it being so cold. 

“We made the journey down the 
other side of Triglav that same day and 
managed to find a bed and breakfast 
in a village at the bottom; I remember 
being so happy to see that village! We 

spent the rest of our honeymoon in much 
more relaxed surroundings, with beautiful 
lakes, lovely scenery and people. It wasn’t 
until we got home that I realised what a 
massive undertaking it had been.”

Richard was touched by Jean’s efforts 
to contact him, and the pair hope to meet 
to swap and compare stories about their 
expedition up Mount Triglav later this year. 

For more information about CHAPTER, 
or to apply for the current Trustee/ Treasurer 
role within the charity,  
visit: www.chapterwestcheshire.org

Richard on his trek up Mt Triglav.

Jean and her husband Chris on the mountain in 1965.

Former staff member, Jean Aslet.
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Events and reunions
To buy tickets, book your place or for further information on any of these events, please contact Clare Wride, Alumni and 
Development Officer by e-mailing: c.wride@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 01244 511005.

Alumni Social Event – Chester Campus 
Date: Thursday, March 27 at 5pm 
Location: CH1 Bar (Attached to the Students’ Union building, Main Campus) 

Do you want to see the new changes on campus and meet the Alumni and Development team? If so, 
please join us for an informal get together to chat about our plans for the future and find out more about 
other upcoming events. If you register your attendance in advance you will receive one FREE drink of 
either a pint of draught, draught soft drink or a 175ml glass of wine as a thank you for joining us. 

Warrington Alumni Sports Day
Date: Saturday, May 10 at 10.30am
Location: Warrington Campus

Did you used to play for a Warrington team? Do you think you still have what it takes to beat our current 
student teams? If the answer to either of these questions is yes, then why not come and join us for 
an Alumni vs current Students sports day? The games being organised are Men’s Football , Basketball, 
Hockey (men and women) and Netball. Get in touch with Clare if you would like to be involved. 

Alumni Sports Weekend
Date: Saturday, May 31 2014 
Location: Main Chester Campus sports facilities

This is your chance to dig out those old kits, look up your old team mates and show the current student 
teams how to play! You will be able to compete or spectate in the following sports during the day:  Rugby 
Union, Rugby League, Football, Hockey, Basketball and Netball*. A trophy will be awarded to the winning 
side of either alumni or students. Tickets are £10 per player which will allow you to make full use of the 
facilities (changing rooms and pitches), provide an official referee for your game, an official Team Chester 
t-shirt, and food afterwards. If you book as an individual we will ask you to join others to make up a team.   
*Subject to demand

Annual Alumni Reunion Weekend
Date: Friday 12 – Sunday 14 September, 2014
Location: Main Chester Campus

The Annual Alumni Reunion weekend is the launch event of the institution’s 175th anniversary and we 
have an exciting programme of events lined up to celebrate. Please download a booking form from  
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni or telephone Clare for more information.

Faculty of Health and Social Care Riverside Museum
Date: Wednesday, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2 at 1pm 
(see www.chester.ac.uk for latest opening information)

Location: Riverside Campus, Faculty of Health and Social Care Riverside Museum, Castle Drive, Chester. CH1 1SL
Come and see a selection of curiosities from the world of medicine, nursing, midwifery and social work in 
the (FHSC) Riverside Museum at the University of Chester. Please note that car parking is not available. 

Professor Rowan Williams’ Inaugural Lecture: ‘The Messiah and the 
Novelist: approaches to Jesus in fiction’ 
Date: June 13, 2014
Location: Chester Cathedral

Alumni are invited to see Professor Rowan Williams, Baron of Oystermouth and former Archbishop of 
Canterbury give his Inaugural Lecture. The recent Man Booker short list included a novel about Mary the 
Mother of Jesus, and fictional accounts of the gospel story still appear from some surprising quarters. 
The Lecture will look at various attempts to write fiction about Jesus in the last century or so, and reflect 
on some of the religious and imaginative problems it has posed. Bookings for this event can be made via 
the University of Chester’s website http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk
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1974 Reunion Appeal
Try to remember the kind of September when 
life was slow and oh so mellow...

Can it be that it was all so different then, 
or has time rewritten every line? If we had the 
chance to do it all again...tell me… would we?... 
could we?... YES WE CAN!!!! Well maybe just for 
one weekend!

Gladys Knight’s The Way We Were, was just 
one of the songs which came to mind as a few 
friends who meet each year in Chwester for 
an informal reunion, found themselves in the 
College bar with some members of the 1973 
year group celebrating their 40th anniversary 
at the Annual Reunion in September 2013. 
Dave Robertson, assisted by several others had 
organised a great weekend for their year group 
and we want to do the same.

As Dave did BEd he also belongs to the 

class of 1974 and has joined Lynne Dorman 
(née Parker) to help organise this year’s bash. A 
few of us, local to Chester, have been trawling 
through lists of students from our year while 
enjoying reminiscing over lunch. It’s a big job, 
especially as we hope to contact as many as 
possible by e-mail. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! We would like get 
in touch with as many fellow 1974 graduates 
as possible before our memories fade along 
with our eyesight, not to mention knees, hips, 
teeth and hair. The reunion will take place 
over the weekend of September 12- 14, 2014.  
Invites are going out soon so please get in touch 
with Dave Robertson: dtrchester@gmail.com, 
Lynne Dorman: dormans14@gmail.com or Rob 
Drillsma: robert.drillsma@virgin.net  

Jean Hurst (née Gill)

Mike makes a lasting impression on 
his 1965 alumni colleagues
In March last year, members of the 1965 
year group enjoyed their own mini reunion 
on campus. Mike Perkins who was Guild 
President during his time at the College, gave 
a particularly touching speech to his peers in 
the Chapel, during which he reflected on his 
time at Chester and how the friendships and 
lessons learnt have stuck with him through 

the years and made a lasting influence on 
his life.

Owing to limited space in The Cestrian 
we have uploaded Mike’s full speech to 
the alumni website, under the Events and 
Reunions tab. Visit www.chesteralumni.com 
to read it in full. Mike addresses his peers in the 

University’s Chapel.

University’s 
prestigious literature 
competition is open!
Are you a budding writer with a hidden 
talent for perfect prose? Do you fancy 
scooping a £2000 prize for your creativity?

Entries for one of the North West’s 
leading writing competitions, The High 
Sheriff’s Cheshire Prize for Literature 2014, 
are now being invited. This year the Prize will 
be awarded to the most inspiring, previously 
unpublished, piece of children’s literature. 

Sponsored by MBNA and organised by 
the University, the competition is open not 
only to individuals who live in Cheshire, but 
also to those who have other connections 
with the county. As alumni of the institution 
this means that anyone who has previously, 
lived, worked or studied in the region is 
eligible to enter.

The entry may be in prose or verse, with 
prose not exceeding 1,500 words and verse 
not exceeding 100 lines. 

All entries will be judged anonymously 
and should be received no later than 
September 1, 2014. 

Three typed, (non-returnable) copies of 
the entry should be sent to: The Cheshire 
Prize for Literature, University of Chester, 
Parkgate Road, Chester. CH1 4BJ. Names 
must not be written on the entry, however 
a covering letter should include the writer’s 
name, address, telephone number and/or 
e-mail address as well as the title of the entry 
submitted. 
For the full list of competition rules and 
conditions visit: www.chester.ac.uk/
literatureprize or ring: 01244 511344.

(From L-r) Dave Robertson, Trish Richards (née Bagwell), Jean Hurst (née Gill), Bob 
Drillsma, Lynne Dorman (née Parker).



The Cestrian 2014          21

feature

Dave Watt came to Chester College in 1974 to 1977 to study PE. He now lives 
in Redwood Meadows, just outside Calgary, Alberta (Western Canada), with his 
wife Brenda whom he met at Chester and married in 1978, and his daughter 
Samantha. For a short while after leaving Chester,  Dave worked in an outdoor 
centre in the Lake District before teaching at an all boys high school in Coventry 
where stayed for the next five years.

After falling in love with Canada during a 
holiday, Dave and Brenda moved to Vancouver 
in the Spring of 1982 where they found that 
teaching jobs were very difficult to come by. In 
the Autumn of that year they moved east to 
Alberta to begin work in a residential centre, 
which ran recreational trips including biking, 
hiking and canoeing. 

During his time working at the centre, 
Dave met a couple of people who shared 
his love of the outdoors and adventure. The 
three of them started an adventure travel 
company, running trips such as sea kayaking, 
mountaineering trips and management 
focused team building courses. 

The demand of remote adventures led 
him to train as an Emergency Medical  
Technician in case of any medical situations 
that arose, while also volunteering with the 
local ambulance service in their small home 
town. In 1999, Dave and Brenda started 
‘Rocky Mountain Adventure Medicine Inc’, 
a remote safety company which teaches a 
wide variety of skills such as wilderness first 
aid, swift water rescue, high angle rescue, 
survival and animal safety and awareness. 
Clients include search and rescue teams, 
mountain guides, kayak and rafting guides, 
environmental consulting companies and  

 
individual outdoor enthusiasts. The company 
now employs 15 people on a part-time basis, 
while Brenda runs the office and keeps 
courses and staff organised. 

Not only does the company teach safety 
and survival skills but it also puts them into 
practise. Dave said: “During the summer 
months we provide advanced medical and 
safety support to adventure races, ultra 
marathons and white water events. These 
sometimes remote events are challenging and 
exciting. 

“Three years ago, one of the races had us 
rig and run a high ropes challenge that saw  
us stringing a highline that was 250 metres 
in length, over a 300 metre drop! The rigging 
of this section took almost two full days and 
required a helicopter to get the ropes across 
the chasm. After rigging this, someone had 
to take the first ride and test the security and 
function…that person was me! It’s surprising 
how thin and skinny an 11mm diameter 
rescue rope looks when you’re suspended 
over a 1,000 foot drop!

“I especially enjoy the challenge of 
instructing and teaching adults. Being an 
outdoor skills company means that I get to 
be outside quite often and that has its pros 
and cons. In this part of the world, winter 

can last easily from October through to May. 
These variable weather conditions pose a 
tremendous challenge when the wilderness is 
your classroom and yet those variances are an 
essential aspect of the courses.”

Having lived in Canada since 1982, Dave 
and Brenda have spent most of their adult 
lives in the country and it feels very much like 
home. However the couple still have fond 
memories of Chester. Dave added: “Chester 
College was a huge pivotal point in my life. It 
was so much more than a certificate; it really 
was the bridge between teenager and adult. 
I left with a fiancée, friends and memories. 
I still remember, and quoted just the other 
day, that the education programme at Chester 
gave me the techniques and abilities to ‘teach 
anything’.”

More information about Rocky Mountain 
Adventure Medicine Inc can be found on the 
company’s website: www.adventuremed.ca

Life's a Rocky Mountain adventure

Dave with his daughter Samantha and 
wife Brenda.
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Warrington welcomes the Samoans
As Rugby League World Cup 2013 excitement 
reached fever pitch, staff and students at the 
University welcomed the Samoan team to 
train at the Warrington Campus during the 
competition.

The Campus is home to Warrington 
Wolves’ training centre and the University is 
proud to be a team sponsor. During their time 
at the Campus the Samoans held a number 
of open training sessions, allowing the public, 
staff and students to see the team in action.

Samoa were knocked out of the 
competition at the quarter final games at the 
Halliwell Jones stadium, losing to Fiji.

Students and staff from the Campus also 
played a key role in developing the advertising 
campaign, which helped lead the town to 
a successful bid. The resulting materials 
included posters displayed on bus shelters and 
trains, plus a video to promote the town’s bid.

The Media Department’s own production 
company, The Hot Room, produced and 
edited a DVD entitled Warrington’s World 
Cup which captured the cultural aspects of 
the town’s preparations for the RLWC and the 
impact that the event had on Warrington. The 
joint project was funded and researched with 
Culture Warrington and the DVD is available 
to buy from the University’s online shop.

The Samoans in training at the Warrington Campus.

Amy gets her skates on
for Team GB on ice

A former MSc Exercise and Nutrition 
Science student represented Great Britain at 
the 2013 World University Winter Games in 
Trentino, Italy. 

Amy Lack, 26 from Wokingham in 
Berkshire, plays ‘Forward’ for Women's 
Premier League Ice Hockey team, Guildford 
Lightning. She was selected to be part of the 
19-strong Women’s Ice Hockey Team who 
competed in the Games which hosted 1,800 
athletes from 59 nations taking part.

Team GBR consisted of five squads- 
Curling, Ice Hockey (Men’s and Women’s), 
Cross-Country Skiing and Snowboard Cross 
and in taking part in the tournament, the 

athletes follow in the footsteps of Jessica 
Ennis-Hill, Beth Tweddle, Shelley Rudman 
and Amy Williams. 

The British team finished fifth in their 
round-robin group after a narrow loss to 
the USA and a narrow win over Spain. 

Amy said: “It was an amazing 
experience and I was really happy to be 
selected for the tournament and have 
the opportunity to play against some 
of the highest ranked countries in the 
world. The GB team played really well 
and we got some great results; I was 
really proud to be part of such a fantastic 
team.” Amy tackles her American opponents.

Amy (Far right) at the opening night of the 
games, with Team GBR’s flag bearer Luke 
Piggott and some of the Women's Ice Hockey 
squad.
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Andy’s Rugby League 
World Cup dream
The RLWC tournament allowed one former 
student to return to the UK after spending 
five years in New Zealand, developing Rugby 
League across the country.

Andrew Flint, 31 from Feltham in 
Middlesex, played a crucial part in the 
competition through his role within the New 
Zealand Rugby League Kiwis World Cup team 
as their Strength and Conditioning Coach.

The role saw him designing and delivering 
strength training programmes for the players, 
taking the warm-ups on each training session, 
ensuring they were hydrated, providing 
individual training for players and leading 
recovery sessions.

Andrew made the move to New Zealand 
with his wife after being offered the unique 
opportunity to help develop the game of 
Rugby League across the country. His position 
as National Training Manager allowed him 
to develop trainer education and capability, 
while co-ordinating major events such as The 
National Secondary Schools Tournament, Zone 
Performance Camps and Community Carnivals.

The opportunity to become involved 
in the RLWC arose due to the work that he 
now does within his company, Next Level 
Elite performance, a company which Andrew 
co-founded in New Zealand with a former 
Rugby Union professional, Joe Ward (London 
Wasps). The pair work with athletes to develop 
them both physically and mentally, teaching 
them about what is required holistically to 
be a professional athlete both on and off the 
competition stage.

Andrew, who studied Sports 
Science, Physical Education and 
English at the University said: 
“Working with the New Zealand 
Rugby World Cup team was the 
Pinnacle of my Strength and 
Conditioning career so far and I 
loved every minute of it.  Being 
involved at that level obviously 
has bigger responsibilities as 
these games are the biggest 
games of players’ careers and 
that means the world to them, so 
making sure you are doing your 
job right is paramount for them 
and you.  

“Being in that environment is 
something that millions of people would dream 
of so I am very grateful to have been a part of 
the campaign and hope to be involved with 
the New Zealand Rugby League in some way or 
form as a Strength and Conditioning coach in 
the future.”

Andrew has made a successful career out 
of Rugby since leaving Chester, with his 
first job being based near his home in the 
borough of Hounslow, as Development 
Officer and Community Sports Coach 
with Harlequin Rugby League. It was 
during this time that he was awarded 
‘London Community Sports Coach of the 
Year 2009’ for which he was rewarded 
with the opportunity of working as the 
Liaison Officer for the 2008 National 
Rugby League winners, Manly Sea Eagles. 
His first appointment as a Strength and 
Conditioning Coach came in 2009, for 
the London Broncos, an experience 
from which he also feels a great deal of 
achievement. 

He added: “I helped to develop a lot 
of athletes in the time that I was there, 
many of whom have now gone on to play at 
Superleague level. Working with those athletes 
through the junior programmes through to 
Superleague, it gives me a huge sense of pride 
seeing them running around on the TV as I 
know how hard they have worked for it.

“I have a lot to thank the University of 
Chester for; it opened the door to me playing 
and loving the game of Rugby League. If 

it wasn’t for a very good friend of mine, 
James Scholes (who recently asked me to be 
Godfather to his son, James) who approached 
me at the Freshers’ Fair and told me to come 
down for training, I wouldn’t be where I am 
today.

“I had never played Rugby or Rugby League 
before but had always wanted to give it a try. 
I played Rugby League from my first year at 
University through to my final year, becoming 
Club Captain in my third year and Vice-Captain 
in my fourth. I loved the game and the people 
which is why I have stayed loyal to it ever since. 

“The game taught me a lot about myself. It 
taught me that I was a hard worker, that I had 
more courage than I thought, that I was a team 
player and that doing the small contributions 
that weren’t as flash as scoring, were also a big 
part of winning as a team.  I know if it wasn’t 
for the game I would have perhaps got a better 
mark in my degree, because at times I put my 
responsibilities to the game and my team in 
front of my education.  But if it wasn’t for the 
game I wouldn’t have taken the path I have 
taken which is one that I wouldn’t change for 
anything.”

2014 is expected to be another busy 
year for Andrew, who is continuing to 
develop his business in New Zealand as well 
as working with local clubs to help improve 
their performance. He plans to reapply to be 
appointed as Strength and Conditioning coach 
for the Junior Kiwis and the Kiwis and says he 
will be grateful to be involved with either team.

Andy at his former club, the London Broncos.

Andy played a key role in the Rugby League 
World Cup for the New Zealand team.



appeal

Be part of the Legacy
Members of the University of Chester Alumni Association feel that it will be appropriate to mark the 175th anniversary of 
the institution with a permanent commemoration: a stained glass window.

The alumni are an incredibly important part of the history of this institution and the window will serve as their legacy 
to future generations of students. Following the example from 1847, current Art and Design students have been invited 
to create the imagery for the commemorative window using stained glass. We would like to appeal to the generosity of 
you, our alumni to help contribute towards the installation of the window by asking for a donation towards this project. 
Thank you for your continued support.

I would like to make a contribution towards the stained glass window fundraising appeal 
and enclose a donation.  

I would like my donation to be eligible for Gift Aid and enclose a completed gift aid form. 

Please make cheques payable to: University of Chester Chapel Fund and complete the Gift Aid form available from our website 
www.chesteralumni.com or found enclosed with this edition of The Cestrian.
Please send your cheque and Gift Aid form to Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development Manager, University of Chester, Parkgate Road, Chester. CH1 4BJ.  

Commemorating
175 years of the institution

The Chapel has played 
an integral part in the life of the 

institution from its early days. It forms 
both a focal point for activities which 

reflect the Church of England foundation 
of the University and a symbol for the 

community spirit, which has been such an 
important feature of Chester for generations of 

students and staff.
Originally, the first College students 

attended services at the nearby Cathedral, but 
the Rev Arthur Rigg, Principal at the time, believed 

a dedicated College Chapel, based at the College, 
where all students could assemble, was needed. 

The students fundraised, dug the foundations, 
carved the stonework and chiselled the interior 

woodwork of the College Chapel. The organ case was 
designed by Vice-Principal Hutchinson, himself the son 

of an architect, while the students made the seating 
and installed some of the stained glass, completing this 
tremendous achievement by 1847.

As well as being one of the oldest, iconic buildings on 
campus, the Chapel still stands today as a testament to the 

skill and devotion of former students. It continues to enhance 
the lives of students and staff at the University, via formal 
services, daily worship and private prayer. The chapel.


