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Introduction by

Canon Professor 
TJ Wheeler DL
Welcome to the spring edition of The Cestrian, 
the bi-annual magazine for the University of 
Chester’s alumni community.

The University’s properties and provision 
have already seen a number of significant 
developments.

The Chapel, a standing reminder of 
the institution’s heritage and the success 
of student endeavours, has undergone a 
thorough restoration to ensure the building is 
more accessible to visitors, while preserving 
its traditional fabric and appearance. More 
comprehensive lighting and audio equipment 
has made a marked impact. Do visit the 
Chapel, as the result of the renovation project 
is most impressive with the woodwork, tiling, 
sandstone and timber tresses restored to 
their former glory. Thanks to every one of you 
who has donated to the stained glass window 
appeal, your generosity is much appreciated.

The refurbishment of the Common Room 
features newly restored oak cabinets, new 
carpet, furniture and curtains. It also has a fully 
equipped kitchen, making it a more pleasant 
space for staff and visitors with the option to 
also use the room for functions. 

The University has acquired a new 
property, Temperance Hall on George Street; 
now the new hub of the International Office 
and International Centre. It will enable 
the University to enhance provision for 
English language for academic purposes and 
familiarisation with contemporary western 
culture. The former Western Command/ Lloyds 
Banking Group HQ in Handbridge will also 
be the new site of the University’s Business 

School. Known as Queen’s Park Campus, it will 
be ready to accept students for the start of the 
academic year in September 2015.

In Warrington, a Multi-Agency room 
has been created in White Hall, as well as 
new student learning space. A gym has been 
designed and state-of-the-art equipment 
installed at Thornton Science Park and the 
Thornton Management Team has moved into 
its new accommodation on site. 

This academic year is certainly a time of 
improvement and innovation, centred towards 
transforming the lives and the environment of 
our students and making our University even 
more attractive to current and prospective 
students.

The 175th anniversary celebrations 
continue and I look forward to welcoming 
many of you back to the University to celebrate 
with us. Please take a look at our Public Events 
Programme, or find out further information on 
the University’s website.

Canon Professor Tim Wheeler, DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal,

University of Chester.
Chair, University of Chester 

Alumni Association

Welcome!
This is a year of celebrations: a time to look back 
at the milestones in the history of this institution, 
reflecting on our own achievements and how 
being part of Chester has influenced our lives.  
Some of you have accepted our challenge to sum 
this up in 175 words, others have decided that it 
would take many more!

Our year of celebrations has given everyone 
an opportunity to reconnect with old friends, 
revisit their campus and to find out what the 
future holds for the University of Chester. I would 
like to thank all alumni who have provided us with 
memorabilia, recollections and donations towards 

our plans to install a stained glass window in the 
University Chapel.  We appreciate your support, 
commitment and interaction with us, in whatever 
way.  However, it isn’t over yet, so please join us 
at the events planned for this summer and the 
Annual Reunion in September: a big welcome is 
always guaranteed.  Please check our website 
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni for up-to-date 
information.  We look forward to seeing you soon!

Fiona Roberts
Alumni and Development Manager
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Pet portrait helps raise money 
for devastated Dogs' Home
Following an arson attack, which destroyed 
over 60 dogs and injured hundreds more 
at a Manchester Dogs’ Home, a talented 
Fine Art graduate decided to put pencil to 
paper to help raise money to rebuild the 
animal shelter.

Animal lover, Debbie Taylor, who works 

as a veterinary practice Receptionist and as 
a qualified Puppy School tutor at Pets in the 
City in Northwich, was determined to try 
and help the Dogs’ Home after seeing the 
devastation caused by the blaze.

Inspired by a photograph on the 
charity’s website, of a young Staffordshire 

Bull Terrier which needed to be re-homed, 
Debbie decided to start work on a sketch to 
sell at auction, to help raise additional funds 
for the campaign, set up to rebuild the 
animal shelter. 

Debbie, who studied Fine Art at the 
University and graduated in 2009, said: “I 
was shocked to hear what had happened 
at Manchester Dogs’ Home, and extremely 
saddened to see all those poor dogs injured 
or made homeless in the fire. I work closely 
with dogs and puppies and have two of my 
own, so it hit me quite hard.

"The dog that caught my attention on 
the website had a very sad expression and 
seemed to represent the situation well. I 
had already donated money towards the 
fundraising campaign, but I wanted to do 
something more to help. 

“Working at the Veterinary Hospital and 
as a Puppy School tutor, I see very fortunate 
puppies with responsible owners that 
do everything they can to care for them. 
Rescue dogs are less fortunate and have no 
home and no owners, so I felt compelled to 
do anything I could to help.” 

Over the space of 10 days, Debbie 
spent numerous sessions on a piece of 
artwork, using a combination of both 
graphite and coloured pencil. When it 
was complete, Debbie put her drawing on 
a popular internet auction site and was 
thrilled when the winning bidder bought 
the artwork for £50. 

Debbie was able to donate this money 
towards the Manchester and Cheshire Dogs’ 
Home which is still in the process of being 
rebuilt, following the devastating fire. 

This is not the first time that Debbie has 
used her impressive skills as an artist to help 
worthy causes. In the past she has donated 
artwork for fundraiser prizes for a number 
of local charities including The Bloodhound 
Lifeline charity and Tails Animal Rescue.

To see more of Debbie’s work, visit 
her Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
debspetportraits or to find out more about 
puppy school training in the Chester, 
Greater Manchester and Lancashire area, 
visit: www.trainingpetsinthesity.co.uk 

Debbie with her drawing, which raised funds for the Manchester Dogs' Home. 
(Photograph courtesy of Northwich Guardian).
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Chancellor opens Thornton Science Park
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, The Rt Hon George Osborne MP, has 
officially opened the University of Chester’s Thornton Science Park. 

Welcomed by the University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, the Chancellor saw the latest analytical laboratories 
being used by both students and industrial partners, and heard the 
ambitious plans that the University has for an integrated approach 
to academic and commercial developments over the next five years, 
designed to support economic developments in the North West.

Thornton Science Park, the University of Chester’s fifth campus, 
provides a major research and innovation hub for the North West 
which blends academic excellence with commercial enterprise and 
has a key role to play in changing the landscape of British science 
and the creation of a Northern Powerhouse.

In the Autumn Statement 2014, the Natural Environment 
Research Council and British Geological Survey, working with the 
University of Chester, received a share of £31 million of investment 
to research energy technology. This funding will help fund a new 
centre at Thornton, conducting world leading research on a wide 
range of energy technologies.

university news

4          The Cestrian 2015

Graham Evans MP, Professor Graham Smith, Andrew Miller MP and 
the Rt Hon George Osborne.

Going for Green
The University has been ranked 33 out of 151 universities in the People 
& Planet League 2015 - the UK’s only comprehensive and independent 
green ranking of universities.

The People & Planet League is an annual rating by the national 
student campaign group and assesses the environmental and ethical 
performance of all universities, awarding First Class ‘degrees’ to 
the greenest and ‘Fail’ to those doing the least to address their 
environmental and social impacts. 

The University was one of 30 universities to achieve a 2:1 in the 2015 
league, and amongst other things this was due to its efforts to monitor 
and measure its energy use and the integration of alternative energy 
technologies into its campuses. 

Waste reduction and reuse are also primary objectives in the 
University’s sustainability strategy, with many academic departments 
taking part in a Bin the Bin initiative. The initiative has meant that bins 
have been removed from all staff offices in return for desktop recycling 
boxes, with central recycling bins provided on each floor. 

The University has also signed an agreement with SSE - the UK’s 
leading generator of electricity from renewable sources - to ensure that 
its annual electricity volume is sourced from renewable generators. The 
agreement has meant that the University is guaranteed to receive its 
energy from renewable sources, such as onshore wind, hydro or pumped 
storage units. 

Hannah Smith, who compiled the People & Planet University League, 

said: “The University of Chester is demonstrating great achievements 
in working with its students, staff and community, to bring about a 
culture of change in social and environmental practice and working on 
sustainability across the board, from curriculum to catering.

“It’s clear that the universities awarded with a 2:1 in this year’s 
League are taking their response to climate change and social justice 
more seriously.” 
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Great War exhibition opens 
at Faculty's Museum
The lives of injured servicemen returning home to Cheshire from 
the front line during the First World War, are the basis of the current 
exhibition in the Faculty of Health and Social Care (FHSC) Riverside 
Museum. Based at the Riverside Campus, the exhibition sits alongside 
the Museum’s permanent collection of curiosities from the world of 
medicine, nursing, midwifery and social work.

‘The First World War: Returning Home’ opened in the autumn and 
focuses on what life was like for invalided soldiers returning to the local 
area and the care they received in the local community.

The exhibition appeals to anyone with an interest in the First 
World War or social and local history, and covers topics including the 
psychological effects of the Great War, volunteer nursing, medical 
advances, social welfare, food and rural life. At the heart of the 
exhibition is a collection of objects loaned by the Campbell family, 
which has served the Tarporley community in Cheshire, as family 
doctors, over three generations.

In conjunction with the ‘Returning Home’ exhibition, the FHSC 
Historical Society is hosting a series of talks on the effects of the 
conflict, most of which precede the regular opening of the Museum 
between 1pm and 4pm on the first Wednesday of each month. All the 
2015 talks in the series and the Museum opening times are posted at: 
www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society.

The Museum is staffed by a small group of volunteers from the 
FHSC Historical Society, which consists of members from across the 
University and the local community. Several volunteers are, or were, 
healthcare professionals; others bring local knowledge or a general 
interest in social history. 

The interactive exhibition will run for the four year commemoration 
of the centenary of the Great War and it is hoped that the collection 
will constantly evolve, as visitors add their memories and knowledge to 
enrich it. 

The Museum is open on the first Wednesday of each month and 
can be opened at other times by prior arrangement, for groups of 
six people or more. Contact Roger Whiteley for more information on 
r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 01244 511619.

Project aims to piece 
together Wartime memories
A University academic is piecing together a patchwork of untold 
stories that capture the life and times of people in Cheshire 
during the First World War.

Dr Jessica van Horssen, a Senior Researcher in the 
Department of History and Archaeology, is calling on local 
heritage groups and historians to contribute memories, images 
and artefacts to Diverse Narratives, (www.diversenarratives.com) 
a specially commissioned website that focuses on the forgotten 
experiences of minority groups in Cheshire from 1914 to 1918.

Dr van Horssen explained: “Diverse Narratives is a research 
project designed to engage the people of Cheshire in researching 
and writing the local history of the Great War.  By minority 
groups, we simply mean anyone who doesn’t ‘fit’ the traditional 
stories or narratives of the First World War, perhaps because of 
ethnic, religious or ideological differences.

“The website is a virtual meeting place for those who are 
interested, a place where we can shed light on the forgotten 
histories of the region, build a more comprehensive picture of life 
in Cheshire during the First World War and share this research 
with the wider public.”

To get involved in Diverse Narratives, please contact Dr 
Jessica van Horssen via email at j.vanhorssen@chester.ac.uk, 
via Twitter @Historiamagoria or by post to Dr J van Horssen, 
Department of History and Archaeology, Binks Building, The 
University of Chester, Parkgate Road, CH1 4BJ.Medical books and equipment, which would have been used at the 

time of the Great War.

Displays have been created by the FHSC volunteers.
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Soaring to new heights for charity
Two members of the University of Chester’s Senior Management Team 
took to the skies to raise money for charity and mark the institution’s 
175th anniversary.

Senior Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Provost of the Warrington Campus, 
Professor Peter Harrop and Chief Financial Officer Bill Stothart travelled 
at speeds nearing 100 mph on the Big Zipper at Zip World Velocity at 
Bethesda, Gwynedd. The mile long zip line is the longest and fastest in 
Europe and provides riders with a bird’s-eye view of the historic quarry 
below and the spectacular North Wales coastline and beyond.

To celebrate the founding of the University as Chester College in 
1839, staff and students are being encouraged to fund raise for charity. 
Bill and Peter decided to take on a challenge that would ‘get the heart 
rate up a bit!’ 

Peter said: “I first heard about the zip wire from honorary University 
graduate Beth Tweddle, who had also undertaken the challenge for a 
charitable cause.  It was great - travelling at over 80 mph 500 feet above 
a quarry lake is the nearest I’ll get to being Superman!  It’s certainly 
faster than my usual hill walking in Snowdonia.

“Families United Warrington came to my attention via the 
Warrington Charitable Trust and the Warrington Wolves Foundation is a 
local charity doing outstanding work without the benefit of large scale 
campaigns.”    

Bill added: “I’ve always liked the adrenalin rush of things like this, so 
when Peter mentioned the zip wire, in connection with raising money 
for charity in the University’s 175 anniversary year, I said I would do it 
straight away.

“It was great, and very fast!”
“I’ve been raising money for Cancer Research UK, along with my 

brother and two sons, for the last 10 years. Like a lot of people, cancer 

has affected many in our family: my sister, mother, aunt and cousin who 
all lost their lives to the disease, and others who have survived. So I 
know it is a great cause and Cancer Research UK and others are making 
progress and making a difference.” 
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Professor Peter Harrop and Bill Stothart prepare for their challenge.

Consul opens new International Centre
A new centre, providing a focal point to support the needs of 
international students and help them feel more at home during their 
studies, has been opened in the heart of Chester.

The International Centre at Temperance Hall, George Street, 
was officially opened by the Chinese Consul General Li Yongsheng. 
He was welcomed by Professor Tim Wheeler, the University’s 
Vice-Chancellor and guests including Councillor Bob Rudd, the Lord 
Mayor of Chester, and Sandra Rudd, Lady Mayoress.

The new facility houses the University’s International Marketing, 
Recruitment and Admissions, the Study Abroad and the English 
for Academic Purposes teams. The aim of the Centre is to create a 
‘one-stop shop’, to meet the needs of international students – from 
application to graduation – with University staff available in a single 
location, to help answer any queries.

As well as providing offices for staff working with international 
students, the building also includes a ‘Student Zone’ lounge 
area with sofas where students can relax and a flat for visiting 
international lecturers.

Professor Tim Wheeler and Chinese Consul General Li Yongsheng unveil 
the plaque.
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‘World leading’ research celebrated
An impressive amount of the research being conducted at the 
University of Chester has been deemed 'world leading' by the 
national Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014.

Staff at the University celebrated after the eagerly-awaited 
publication of the results for the REF 2014, the new independent 
system for assessing the quality of research in UK higher 
education institutions.

The REF has seen the University make steady progress overall 
with significant improvement across the 16 Units of Assessment – 
or categories – into which submissions were made. 

The highest scoring Unit of assessment in the REF was Art and 
Design, where the panel identified over 22 per cent of the research 
outputs as world leading.

All of the academic areas submitted have been judged 
to include internationally excellent (3*) research, with the 
following areas including world leading (4*) research: Allied 
Health Professions, Dentistry, Nursing and Pharmacy; Psychology, 
Psychiatry and Neuroscience; Mathematical Sciences; Geography 
and Environmental Studies and Archaeology; Business and 
Management Studies; Education; Sports and Exercise Sciences, 
Leisure and Tourism; Area Studies; English Language and Literature; 
History; Theology and Religious Studies; Art and Design – History, 
Practice and Theory; Music, Drama, Dance and Performing Arts.

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor of the University, said: 
“We are absolutely thrilled with the outcome of the REF 2014. 
The results represent a significant improvement in the University’s 
overall research profile, with almost all of the areas assessed being 
judged to include world-leading research.

“Colleagues submitted some excellent work and should be 
justifiably proud of what they have achieved and the role that they 
have played in this continuing success story.”

Professor Neville Ford, the University’s Dean of Research, 
added: “These results are very pleasing for an institution the size of 
the University of Chester and our progress in research is reflected 
in the changes in the work we submitted from 2008 to 2014. 

“In 2008 – the last time a similar exercise took place – we 
submitted the work of 71 staff, and this number has more than 
doubled with the work of 151 colleagues being represented in this 
year’s assessment. We have also increased the number of Units 
of Assessment that we submitted into, from 10 to 16, further 
enhancing the University’s research profile.

“This is a real achievement for the University, and all of the 
researchers involved. The REF is also independent confirmation of 
the distinguished reputation of our academic staff and students 
that come to the University, from undergraduate level upwards, 
will be taught by researchers of an international standing.”

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor, with academic colleagues from 
across the University of Chester.

For the first time, this major research exercise 
assessed the impact of the research outside of 
academic institutions, and amongst the University’s 
case studies considered to demonstrate significant 
influence were:

• The Department of Psychology, whose research 
into protecting school pupils from bullying and 
its harmful effects has contributed to a shift 
in general perception amongst government 
publicity makers;

• The Department of Sport and Exercise Science’s 
research work into managing fatigue and 
recovery in team sports, which involved working 
with Warrington Wolves;

• The Department of Modern Languages’ ‘Visions 
of Development and Slavery in Contemporary 
Francophone African Art’, which is raising public 
awareness and professional understanding 
of how contemporary development is being 
viewed in Africa. Research has revealed that 
artists are depicting economic growth in the 
region as a form of enslavement; 

• The Faculty of Health and Social Care’s 
Adolescent Diabetes Needs Assessment Tool 
(ADNAT) research programme – the first 
intervention of its kind, filling a recognised 
gap in UK service provision, focusing on young 
people between the ages of 12 and 18, living 
with Type 1 diabetes.
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175 Years of  
Teaching 
Excellence

Founders’ Day
A celebration of the people and values that founded 

our University in 1839

The University’s 175th anniversary celebrations are now in full 
swing and since September 2014, a myriad of events have taken 
place which has enabled us to commemorate the achievements 
of the institution and recognise the important milestones in its 
history.

A record number of professorial inaugural lectures have taken 
place within a comprehensive public events programme with 

student, staff, community and VIP celebrations and fundraising. The 
University hosted the annual Cathedral’s Group Conference and 
Choirs’ Festival in February and in March, a special Founders’ Day 
service was held at Chester Cathedral, to allow staff, students and 
alumni to reflect on how it all began.

Six distinguished men were regarded as founders of the 
institution in 1839:

William Gladstone

James Slade John Bird Sumner

Henry Raikes Edward Stanley

Horatio Powys

The Rt Hon William Ewart Gladstone, then Vice-President of the Board of 
Trade and Privy Councillor, later Prime Minister on four separate occasions. 

Lord Edward George Geoffrey Smith Stanley, later 
the 14th Earl of Derby, Chancellor of the University 
of Oxford, Knight of the Garter and three times 
Prime Minister.

John Bird Sumner, Bishop of Chester and later 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

Henry Raikes, Sumner’s lifelong friend, Chancellor 
of the Diocese of Chester, philanthropist and 

antiquarian.

James Slade, Canon of Chester and Vicar of Bolton 
for almost 40 years, and one of the best known 

social reformers in the northern heartland.

The Hon Horatio Powys, Rector of Warrington and Rural 
Dean of Cheshire, later Bishop of Sodor and Man.
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Image adapted from a block in the anniversary quilt, made by alumna, Jenny Mann.
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All these men had a sense of duty to try and improve opportunities 
for the working population. They were united by the belief that the 
key to social improvement lay in education and that one of the main 
obstacles to popular education was the lack of trained teachers. 
With a view to also meeting the spiritual needs of the people, the 
six founders believed that education was best achieved under the 
auspices of the Established Church.  
Founders’ Day has become an annual event, since its introduction in 
1912 by Principal, the Rev Richard Albert Thomas. 

He introduced the event in order to foster collegial spirit and use it as 
an opportunity to celebrate the history and ethos of the institution, 
with services in the Chapel and an evening dinner and concert. 
This year's service featured a special an address from The Most Rev 
and Rt Hon Dr Rowan Williams, as well as readings from students, 
staff and alumni. The original meeting of the founders was brought to 
life through a dramatised version of events, and a special exhibition, 
which demonstrated the institution’s Mission, Vision and Foundational 
Values, complemented the service in the Cathedral.

Mr David Evans received an Honorary Doctor of Science degree, in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution to the University during his 
many years of loyal service, and to the City of Chester through his time 
as local Councillor and Lord Mayor.

Mr David V (DV) Hughes received an Honorary Doctor of Science 
degree, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the University 
over his many years of loyal service, and in particular to the role as 
Secretary to what was then the ‘Chester College’ Alumni.

Mr Stanley France received an Honorary Doctor of Science degree, in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution to the University during his 
many years of loyal service and in particular to his role as Secretary to 
the University of Chester Alumni Association.

Mr William (Bill) Hughes received an Honorary Doctor of Letters degree, 
in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the University as 
a member of the English Department and as former Governor. The 
University also recognised his significant contribution to the cultural life 
of the city of Chester, particularly to its Literature and Music Festivals 
and his current role as Vice-Chair of Chester Performs. 
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For more information about the honorary graduates, please visit www.chester.ac.uk/alumni

During the Founders' Day ceremony, four individuals who 
have dedicated a collective 160 years to the institution, 

had honorary degrees conferred

Dr David Evans (right) receives honorary degree from the 
Vice-Chancellor.

Dr Bill Hughes speaks on behalf of the honorary graduates.

Dr Stanley France (right) receives honorary degree from the 
Vice-Chancellor.

Dr DV Hughes (right) receives honorary degree from the 
Vice-Chancellor.
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Alumnae honoured for 
their contribution to art
Among the honorary graduates at March’s graduation ceremony were 
The Singh Twins - two former students of the then Chester College and 
renowned contemporary British artists of international standing.

The identical twins received a Doctor of Fine Arts, in recognition 
of their contribution to British Fine Art. Since graduating from the 
institution in 1987, Amrit and Rabindra Singh have exhibited their 
award winning paintings in galleries across the world, from London’s 
Tate to Canada and the USA, in books and in films. Their work has 
been acknowledged as constituting a unique genre in British Art and 
for initiating a new movement in the revival of the Indian miniature 
tradition within modern art practice - something which, in 2010, was 
officially recognised at the highest level of the British Establishment 
when they each received an ‘MBE for Services to the Indian 
Miniature Tradition of Painting in Contemporary Art’ in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours.

The day after receiving their honorary degree at Chester 
Cathedral, the Liverpool-based artists flew out to India to take part 
in an exclusive fashion preview of one of India’s leading fashion 
designers, Tarun Tahiliani, who has used the Twins’ city inspired art in 
his spring/ summer 2015 collection. 

The Singh Twins said: “As artists, whose work was once dismissed 
as backward and outdated because of its traditional and non-
western roots, being awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Fine Art for 
‘Outstanding contribution to British Art’ is not only a special honour 
but an important, personal milestone of recognition and achievement 
for us in terms of the goal we set ourselves almost 30 years ago to 
challenge the Western art Establishment’s generally Eurocentric and 
narrow definition and evaluation of contemporary art.”

The Singh Twins, Amrit and Rabindra.

Staff processed through the city to mark the 175th anniversary.

Staff parade 
though the 
city
Crowds lined the streets in March as University staff took part in a 
colourful procession through Chester's historic centre. The time-
honoured tradition was part of the University’s spring graduation 
ceremony in the Cathedral, where 450 graduands became 
University alumni. 
More than 200 academics, in full graduation regalia, joined Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler; High Sheriff of Chester, Susan 
Sellers and The Lord Mayor and Lord Mayoress of Chester, Cllr 
Bob Rudd and Mrs Sandra Rudd, among others, to exercise the 
University's Freedom of the City.
Leading the parade was a brass band, as members of the public 
lined the streets and watched on from the Rows. The Town Crier 
proclaimed the start of the procession and trumpets heralded its 
arrival at the West Door of the Cathedral.

175th anniversary
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Skies awash with 
colour for anniversary
Staff, students and invited guests attended the former Lloyds 
Banking group headquarters in Queen’s Park, new home to the 
University’s Business School, to watch a spectacular fireworks display 
to commemorate the 175th anniversary. The 12-minute pyrotechnic 
extravaganza, set to a selection of contemporary and classical music, 
was organised by the professionals behind the displays for the London 

2012 Olympics and Paralympics, VJ Day, Henley Royal Regatta, and New 
Year in London and Edinburgh. The colorful display could be seen from 
all over Chester as the local community turned out to line the Groves, 
The Queen’s Park suspension bridge and the City Walls.

Local radio station Capital FM broadcast live from the event and 
entertainment was provided from student band, It's Soul Good. 

175th anniversary
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The New Queen's Park Campus, lit up for the 175th anniversary firework display.
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Chester Chapel restored 
to its former glory
Many of our readers have been following 
the progress of the Chapel refurbishment 
with great interest and we are proud to 
say this is now complete!  The sandstone 
has been cleaned inside and out, the 
woodwork checked and polished and the 
tiles repaired.  The paintings have been 
professionally cleaned and the lighting 
has transformed the interior, to show off 
the vibrant colours previously in shadow.  
A new audio visual system and a hearing 
loop have been installed and the building 
is a much more useable and practical 
place.  The adjoining Common Room has 
also been completely transformed, and will 
feature in alumni activities more readily, 
now that it is a more welcoming room. 

University Senior Chaplain and Dean of 
Chapel, Reverend Canon Dr Peter Jenner 
said: “It’s wonderful to see the Chapel 
looking so smart and revitalised, and we’re 
making very good use of the new audio 
visual equipment at our weekly services. It 
is enabling us to do things which students 
could not possibly have imagined when 
they finished building the Chapel in 1847!”

We would like to thank our colleagues 
in the Facilities Department for overseeing 
a successful project, together with the 
contractors.  

There will be Chapel rededication 
services later this year. More information 
will be available on the alumni website 
once the dates have been confirmed.

Before... After.During...

175th anniversary
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Dates for your diary
175 On Chester On featuring 
Manchester Camerata (Chester 
Cathedral)

Old Boys and Girls Sports weekend 
(Chester Campus)

Old Boys and Girls Sports weekend 
(Warrington Campus)

Warrington Campus 65th 
Anniversary celebration day

Annual Alumni 
Reunion 
(Chester Campus)

Warrington Campus 
celebrates 65 years!
This year, while the University of 
Chester celebrates its 175th birthday, 
by coincidence our Warrington Campus 
– the former Padgate Training College – 
celebrates its 65th birthday.  The site was 
first recognised by the Department of 
Education in 1949 and for many years was 
associated with the Institute of Education 
of the University of Manchester and later 
with North Cheshire College, subsequently 
Warrington Collegiate.  The University of 
Chester acquired the site at the millennium 
and the Campus now operates for teaching 
and research in Business, Media, Sport and 
Public Service.  

We are holding a day of celebration 
on May 30, 2015, to welcome staff and 
students from across the wider University, 
as well as alumni and the public, to gain a 
taste of what is currently on offer.  There 
will be short talks and lectures as well 

as interactive sessions from the seven 
academic departments based at the 
Campus.  This will showcase our prize 
winning work in television, radio and 
advertising as well as our teaching and 
consultancy  in PR, marketing and events; 
our links with local business and industry 
alongside our engagement in sport 
and community; as well as our degree 
programmes in Social Work, Policing, Law 
and Investigation, Nursing, Teaching and 
Youth Work.  

Refreshments will be available 
throughout the day. A range of fun activities 
will be on hand alongside the talks, and past 
students will be playing current students in 
multiple sporting activities.

For more information, please contact 
Roberta Micci at the Warrington Campus: 
r.micci@chester.ac.uk or telephone 
01925 534219.
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History revisited 
through musical drama
The history of the University is being brought 
to life through music and performance in an 
intergenerational project involving schools, 
the University, dramatists and musicians.

In partnership with Manchester 
Camerata, one of the UK’s leading chamber 
orchestras renowned for their dynamic 
performances and innovative collaborations, 
students, staff and alumni from the Faculty 
of Education and Children's Services 
have worked with eight schools from the 
surrounding area, to compose and produce 
their own new musical drama, celebrating 
the 175th anniversary of the University. 

Taking inspiration from the history of 
the Faculty, and its place within the changing 
role of education over the last 175 years, 175 
On Chester On will be performed at Chester 
Cathedral on Monday, May 11 at 7pm.

The performance will be preceded by 
‘live installations’ of children and teachers 
in action, reflecting the various learning and 
teaching styles of the last two centuries. 

There are a number of tickets available 
for friends of the University. For more 
information please contact Lucy Geddes, 
Learning Officer, Manchester Camerata on 
0161 908 0042 or email: 
lgeddes@manchestercamerata.com

12
SEPT

13
SEPT

Visit: http://storefront.chester.ac.uk to book 
your place on the Annual Reunion!

More information about these events, 
including how to book, can be found online 
at www.chester.ac.uk/alumni or telephone: 
01244 511005.

175th anniversary
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Alumni join in Come and Sing
Back in November, the University of Chester Alumni Association (UCAA), together 
with support from the Alumni and Development team, hosted a 'Come and Sing: 
Handel’s Messiah’ at All Saints’ Church in Hoole, Chester. 

The inspiration for the event came from an idea from the UCAA Committee 
members, many of whom fondly recalled competing in the Eisteddfod, participating 
in the Gilbert and Sullivan Society and other musical activities, and wanted to bring 
this essence of their happy memories back for others to enjoy.  

The Church was filled with alumni, staff, students and the local community 
for the excellent performance, conducted by Vicki Bulgin, Director of Music at 
the University. Featuring performances from experienced soloists, the music was 
provided by an orchestra and guests were invited to sing, guided by two choirs: Deo 
Gratias and University of Chester Choir. All in all, it was a wonderful occasion!

UCAA welcomes new members
While everyone, who has studied at the University of Chester or its 
previous incarnations, is automatically an alumnus, there is also an 
Executive Committee of former students which enjoys involvement in the 
University on a deeper level.  

The organisation, known as The University of Chester Alumni 
Association (UCAA), is made up of representatives from the different 
decades, faculties and campuses of the University of Chester. Everyone 
is passionate about maintaining a lifelong connection with the University 
and all its former staff and students.

Meetings are approximately three times per year, which includes 
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on the Saturday of the Annual 
Reunion Weekend each September. 

Over the past two years, a working group was formed to think about 
the purpose of the Committee and to identify a way forward. A revised 
constitution was presented and ratified at the AGM in September 2014.  

Current projects that the UCAA have focused on include the 175th 
anniversary and the events organised to celebrate this milestone.  

The UCAA is delighted to welcome two new members to the 
Committee: Sue Carmichael (1966) and Sharon Forsdyke (1986), both of 
whom have extremely fond memories of their time as students at the 
then Chester College and are looking forward to becoming more involved 
in events taking place at the University. There is capacity to have a few 
more alumni on the Committee so please get in touch via email: 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or telephone 01244 511078 if you are interested!

The University of Chester Alumni Association  Executive Committee. 

The church was packed for the event.

alumni news
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Honorary degree for distinguished alumnus
Sixteen esteemed individuals were awarded 
honorary degrees last year and among 
them was Professor Alan Emery, a most 
distinguished alumnus, who trained as a 
teacher at Chester College in the 1940s.

Professor Emery, who received a Doctor 
of Science, spent what he described as 
two transformative years in Chester and 
on leaving the College began a remarkable 
career trajectory, in the field of medicine and 
neuromuscular science.

His many awards include the Lifetime 
Achievement Awards of the World Federation 
of Neurology and the Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign of Great Britain; Cockcroft Medal 
and Doubleday Awards, Manchester; National 

Foundation March of Dimes Award for 
Research, USA, and the International Award 
for Excellence in Human Genetics Education of 
the American Society of Human Genetics.  

Currently Professor Emery is on the 
Advisory Board of the Wolfson Centre 
for Inherited Neuromuscular Diseases, a 
Vice-President of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign and an Honorary Fellow of Green 
Templeton College, University of Oxford, 
where he continues his writing and lecturing 
at the age of 86! In addition to these amazing 
achievements, he is a skilled painter and a 
published poet. 

For a full list of honorary graduates from 
2014, visit: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni 

alumni news

Anniversary celebrations for Chapel’s first married couple
Honorary graduates, Graham and Sue Proctor contacted the Alumni 
and Development Office to let us know that they recently celebrated 
their 45th wedding anniversary! Graham was a student at Chester 
College from 1961 to 1964 and he and Sue were the first couple ever 
to have their nuptials in the Chapel; they were married on October 25, 
1969 by the Rev Arthur Poulton, who was College Chaplain at that time.

He warned Graham and Sue that he didn’t ‘do’ many marriages, but 
those he did were for keeps - how right he was!

Graham was so kind as to send us these lovely photographs which 
includes one of the Manchester Morris Men, who performed a fertility 
dance around them, outside the Chapel, following the ceremony. We 
wish Graham and Sue, a huge congratulations and many more years of 
happy marriage to come. 

Professor Emery received a Doctor of 
Science, for his outstanding contribution to 
neuromuscular science.

 Graham and Sue Proctor outside the Chapel,
February 2015.

The Manchester Morris Men danced around 
the newlyweds.

Graham and Sue on their wedding day.

Graham and Sue cut their wedding cake.
Reverend Poulton with Graham, 

Sue and their bridesmaids.
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This year marks not only a special anniversary 
of the Parkgate Road Campus in Chester, but 
the University’s Warrington Campus also 
celebrates an important milestone. 

It’s 65 years since the Ministry of 
Education recognised the former training 
college for Canadian ex-servicemen as a 
permanent teacher training institution and 
Padgate Training College was officially opened. 

The first intake of all-female students was 
accepted in June 1949. These were women 
who were already ‘experienced teachers’ but 
were now required to gain a qualification 
to teach. The College offered an intensive 
two-year course, aimed at enabling them 
to achieve qualified teacher status and to 

continue within the profession.*
The Campus has come a long way since 

then, as Professor Peter Harrop, Senior Pro 
Vice-Chancellor and Provost of the Warrington 
Campus explains:

“There has been a lot of gradual but 
significant change at the Warrington Campus 
in recent years. Almost 1,800 students are 
registered on programmes of study based on 
the Campus, including a healthy International 
Foundation Year, which launched in 2013, 
and over 40 Master’s students (the majority 
full time) in the Warrington School of 
Management.  

There has been an upsurge in publication, 
with numerous members of staff authoring 
or editing a dozen books over an 18 month 
period.  These range across journalism, social 
media, popular music, social work, sport 
development and performance ethnography.  
Significantly, there is now an experienced 
and productive senior team based at the 
Campus and leading the University’s work in 
nursing, social work, policing, safeguarding, 
sport and community engagement, media and 
business. For the first time, this academic year, 
professorial inaugural lectures have been held 
at the Campus, with Professor Elizabeth Harlow 
leading the way for Social Work and Professor 
Lawrence Bellamy for the Warrington School of 
Management.  

There has been considerable improvement 
to student residential accommodation – 
around 400 students live on Campus in a 
particularly close-knit community.  A 24/7 

Library and Information Service facility is 
available and a multi-agency safeguarding 
centre, to develop our public service provision 
further, is due to open later this year.  The 
Media Department came top in England for 
student satisfaction last year and this year the 
Warrington Campus provided the Faculty of 
Health and Social Care with the highest student 
satisfaction ratings across its four sites, with 
100% achievement in some areas. 

Our students in Radio Production just 
keep winning national awards – picking up a 
Jerusalem Award for religious broadcasting on 
one hand and a Student Radio Award for the 
Cat Radio’s chart show on the other.  

Our wider community links are a real 
strength and during this, our 65th anniversary 
year, we are holding a public lecture series, 
with contributions from the Chief Executive 
of the Local Authority, the Chief Constable of 
Cheshire, the Chief Executive of Warrington 
and Halton Hospital Trust, the Managing 
Director of Warrington and Co and Tony 
Smith, the coach of Warrington Wolves.  
We would be delighted to welcome former 
students back to the Campus at any of these 
events, as well as to our special celebration 
day on May 30th. More information about 
these can be found in this edition of The 
Cestrian and on the alumni pages of the 
website: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni.“

*The History of the Warrington Campus is told 
in ‘The Padgate Story: 1946-2006’, published by the 
University of Chester Press. It costs just £5 and can 
be purchased from http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk/.

Professor Peter Harrop, Senior Pro Vice-
Chancellor and Provost of the Warrington 
Campus.

The Warrington Campus at
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warrington update

Institute of Policing officially opened
The University's Institute of Policing was 
officially opened in January at an event 
attended by police staff, University employees 
and policing students.

Based at the Warrington Campus, the 
Institute of Policing has been established 
in partnership with Cheshire Constabulary 
and offers a number of courses for anyone 
contemplating a career in Policing. The 
courses aim to equip students with the skills, 
knowledge and vocational competence 

required to become a police officer.
Geoff Elvey, Head of the University of 

Chester’s Institute of Policing, said: “The 
establishment of the Institute of Policing 
demonstrates the University’s commitment 
to raising the profile of police education, so 
that it is recognised as a profession that is 
similar to other public sector professions such 
as teaching, nursing and social care.

“The Warrington Campus provides a 
close-knit community with a range of multi-

professional partnerships within the public 
sector. Our strong partnership with Cheshire 
Constabulary and our engagement with both 
serving police staff and those aspiring to a 
career within law enforcement aim to raise 
the quality of policing services delivered 
to the Cheshire community. Finally, our 
aim is to work with policing and criminal 
justice partners to invest in evidenced based 
research, which will help focus strategy, 
policy and evidence-based practice.”

Multiple accolades for the Media Department
The Media Department at the University has 
won numerous accolades over the past 12 
months. 

The Cat Radio won silver in the Student 
Radio Chart Show category of the Student 
Radio Awards 2014. Graduates, Harry Colley 
from Ipswich and Phoebe Bennett from 
Manchester collected the award at a glittering 
ceremony hosted by BBC Radio 1’s Nick 
Grimshaw and Global Radio’s Dave Berry.

The award is the latest in a host of 
successful nominations and achievements 
for both The Cat Radio, the University’s 

student-run station, and the Radio Production 
programme, which are both based at the 
Warrington Campus. 

Last year, two of the Department’s alumni 
came highly commended in the prestigious 
O2 Media Awards, while The Cat Radio beat 
some of the biggest names in broadcasting 
to win a Jerusalem Award for religious 
broadcasting.

Earlier this year, Radio Production 
Programme Leader, David Grimshaw was 
crowned ‘Most Inspiring Lecturer’ in Chester 
Students’ Union’s Above and Beyond Awards.

(From l-r) Dr David Balsamo, Executive Dean Social Science; Dr Keri Nixon, Senior Researcher, Institute of Policing; Deputy Chief Constable Janette 
McCormick, Cheshire Constabulary; Detective Chief Inspector Brian Roberts, Cheshire Constabulary; Vice-Chancellor Professor Tim Wheeler; Geoff 
Elvey, Head of the University’s Institute of Policing. 

Jenny Spruce, Media Technician and 
student Sian Heron with the Cat Radio's 
Jerusalem Award.
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“Miss Martin 
was a delightful 
person, very 
approachable and 
with a good sense 
of humour. She 
was also kind and 
professional.”

Ada

Aerial view of Padgate Training College (now, Warrington Campus) in 1960.

“If we wanted to go to 

the pictures, we had to 

have a late pass from our 

Personal Tutors. On one 

occasion, some of us were 

allowed a pass while 

others were refused. We 

set up a protest march 

back and forth in front of 

the staff common room. 

We did get our passes!”
Ada

warrington memories

Student life at the Warrington Campus in the 1950s was very different 
compared to today. Former Padgate College students Ada Temperley, 
Vera Singleton, Dorothy Cook, Elsie Newton and Mavis Fielding shared 
some of their lovely photographs and memories with us.

Vera (back left) and friends at a PTC reunion in Birmingham.

Memoires of a Padgate student 

“The duty student had to 
check that everyone was in their 
rooms and certain people in our 
block would put a note on their 
door reading ‘GONE TO BED’ 
when really they had absconded 
for the weekend. The note 
absolved the duty student from 
responsibility.”

Ada

Hostel 6 - Men’s Hostel 1959.

 Vera and Dorothy 1957.

Vera and Mavis in the field behind the College before it became a motorway.

Ada Temperley, Muriel Waghorn, 

Pat Tyreman in 1969.

“We were transported by coach to 
our schools for teaching practices and 
before we were allowed to board, we 
were vetted by a Tutor to make sure 
were dressed appropriately - no make-
up, nail polish or jewellery!”

Ada
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Aerial view of Padgate Training College (now, Warrington Campus) in 1960.
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warrington memories

 “We did organise several concerts, one called ‘Buttons and Bows’ where I tap danced and recited monologues. At Padgate, friendships were forged that have endured over the years and they were very happy times.”
Ada

“We were allowed bread and 
marge and we used to cook tins of 
beans in the kettle.”

Ada

Hostel 6 - Men’s Hostel 1959.

Ada Temperley, Muriel Waghorn, 

Pat Tyreman in 1969.

Netball team 1957-58.

“At college, our rooms were in old H 

blocks (shaped like an ‘H’ with bedrooms 

along either side and bathrooms connecting 

the two corridors). My room was situated at 

the bottom of the corridor, next to the lounge. 

Things were strict and visitors were only 

allowed at weekends and not before 2pm. One 

Sunday, I was running my bath when my 

friend told me that someone had let my boyfriend 

into the lounge, through the fire door! I ran to 

get him out and when I turned around, my 

bath water was coming down the corridor; I 

had forgotten that baths did not have an over-

flow outlet!
I went mad. The girls came out of their 

rooms, as did the tutor. Fortunately, she 

didn’t see the water and the girls fobbed her 

off somehow. We got the cleaners' mops out 

(thank goodness the cupboard was not locked) 

and cleared up the water. What a nightmare! 

As I said, it was extremely strict in those days 

and had I have been caught, I would have 

been ‘sent down’ no questions asked!” Vera

Padgate Training College Reunion 1959.

Members of the 1954-56 Padgate course. 
L-r (Barry Stowe) Barbara Stowe; Ada Temperley; Sue Lomas 

attending a Padgate Old Students Association (POSA) reunion.



Wanted this September – all you 1965 starters!
It’s unbelievable that September marks the 
50th anniversary of when we all assembled at 
‘the College’, not knowing anyone or where 
anything was!

It would be great if as many of us as 
possible, could meet up again on the weekend 
of September 11-13 at the Annual Alumni 
Reunion.  It’s a huge landmark and surely one 
worth remembering and celebrating. 

We could reminisce about the many 
things that were special to our time - the RAG 
processions, the superb soccer, rugby, hockey, 
rowing, gymnastics and other teams. The 
soccer team won the Senior Cheshire Cup, 
if you remember. There were the Gilbert & 
Sullivan productions, the College Choir winning 
awards at the Llangollen Eisteddfods. Do you 
remember the partying in ‘Gladdy Hall’ with 
our very own College Rock Band headed by 
Eddie Cowell? The College bar opened for the 
first time while we were resident. They were 
great days and great memories. I’m sure that 
you will be bringing a host more recollections 
to the Reunion.

It’s time to think about dusting off those 
suits and posh dresses for September. We 
want to arrange some special events for 
our particular year group, including a Friday 
evening buffet and a two hour boat cruise on 

the Saturday afternoon, as well as participating 
in the excellent programme organised by the 
Alumni and Development Office. Complete the 
booking form on the reverse of the address 
carrier sheet (included with posted versions of 
this magazine) or book online: 

(www.chester.ac.uk/alumni) 
We do hope that you can help to make 

this a most memorable weekend and we look 
forward to seeing you there.

Neil McMechan
1965 cohort

Forty years out Within September’s Annual Reunion, 
there will be a mini reunion for those who 
graduated in 1975 (including. BEd 1976) 
from Chester College.

Most would have started their courses 
in September 1972. Why not join in the 
fun?!  This starts with a buffet (and maybe 
a sing-along) in the CSU bar on the Friday 
evening, continuing with a Campus tour 
and group photograph on the Saturday.

We would like to send specific 
details of our plans to our year group to 
enable us to organise a great weekend 
for everyone, so please let us know your 
contact details; here are ours!

Lynn Davies (Née Morris)
lynnshop@hotmail.com 

Dennis & Lynne Dorman (Née Parker) 
dormans14@gmail.com 

Lynn Davies in 1975 and 2014.

Lynne Dorman in 1975 and 2014.
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Alumni from 1968-72 with David and Juliet Hughes (back row, right) at the 2014 Annual Reunion.
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Life after lectures: a career in music journalism
Journalism graduate, John Longbottom, 
recently visited the University’s Media 
Department at the Warrington Campus to talk 
to students about his successful career as a 
designer, photographer and journalist on one 
of Britain’s biggest-selling music magazines. 

John has had an impressive career since 
leaving the University in 2009, working with 
big brands such as EMI, Jack Daniel’s, BT, 
Microsoft, O2 and Professor Green. 

His most recent appointment as News 
and Online Editor of the best-selling weekly 
rock magazine, Kerrang! has seen him hanging 
out back stage at music festivals, rubbing 
shoulders with some of the biggest names in 
rock music including Foo Fighters and Mötley 
Crüe and even interviewing the legendary 
Black Sabbath front man, Ozzy Osbourne in his 
Beverley Hills mansion.

It’s a dream job for the 27-year-old, 
originally from Bradford. He said: “It was tough 
trying to get my foot in the door. I must have 
sent hundreds of emails but heard nothing 
back, so it was clear that that approach didn’t 

work. I compiled a portfolio of my work 
together with a list of all the addresses of 
the magazines I’d like to work for, and went 
to visit them all. In most cases, I managed to 
work my way into the offices by asking to see 
the editor- it was an unconventional approach 
but I was confident in my work and that I had 
something to offer which is much better than 
leaving it to chance! 

“I sold myself to them as a freelance 
journalist looking for an opportunity and 
was lucky enough to get internships with 
Rock Sound and Mojo. I essentially worked 
for them for free which, while not ideal, was 
worth it as I was going to be at home doing 
that anyway. As well as being obsessed with 
music and wanting to write about it, I also had 
experience in designing gig posters, which 
was a great skill to have especially for smaller 
magazines who are looking for multi-skilled 
people who can bring lots of different things 
to the table.”

John is now responsible for filling six pages 
of the magazine each week as well as ensuring 

the Kerrang! website is kept up-to-date with 
the latest news in the rock music industry.

He added: “It’s a great job, there is 
no other way of saying it, but at no point 
do I lose sight of what I do. It’s hard work 
meeting deadlines sometimes and getting 
up in the middle of the night to post news 
on the website, but ultimately I’m working 
on something that I love. There have been 
many highlights to my career since joining 
the Kerrang! team in 2010 including spending 
five or six hours with Ozzy Osbourne at his 
house in LA, going for a pint with Dave Grohl 
(Foo Fighters) in Soho, going to Las Vegas with 
Mötley Crüe and working from a cabin with all 
the bands during festival season. 

“There are still people that I would like 
to meet, such as Metallica, but my main 
ambition is to help the Kerrang! website grow 
and improve.”

Visit John’s website to see more of his 
journalism, photography and design work:  
www.johnlongbottom.co.uk

John interviews Ozzy Osbourne at his home in Beverley Hills.

alumni news
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Five-star employee 
receives award for 
dedication to 
The Grosvenor

The Chester Grosvenor, Chester’s prestigious five star hotel, 
recently hosted a ceremony to honour its treasured staff and to 
announce the employee, apprentice and hotel personality of the 
year 2014. 

Kimberley Knapp, a former Drama and Theatre Studies 
student, who works as Assistant Events Manager at the Hotel, 
was named Employee of the Year 2014.

Kimberley joined The Chester Grosvenor in 2007 as a casual 
waitress, while she was studying at the University, and has been 
promoted twice since, most recently to her current post in 2012.

The Hotel, which celebrates the 150th anniversary of its 
inauguration this year, is owned by and named after the family of 
the Duke of Westminster, who is also the University’s Chancellor. 
Throughout the 20th-Century, under the Grosvenor family’s 
careful eye, the Hotel has earned a reputation as a proud bastion 
of tradition and taste and has attracted many notable guests 
including the late Princess Diana, several Princes of Wales and 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

After finding out about her accolade, Kimberley who 
graduated in 2009, said: “I feel truly honoured to receive 
the award.  I find my role extremely rewarding and my job 
satisfaction comes from a happy client and happy team, but 
to also be recognised this way by my colleagues and the 
management team is just wonderful.”

To honour Kimberley’s hard work and positive approach, she 
was awarded an all expenses paid, two night break for two in 
Paris, travelling via the Eurostar, which she took in March. 

Getting to grips 
with grammar
Tom Spencer, was a BEd student at Chester College in 1969 until 1973, 
specialising in English and French. On leaving Chester, Tom travelled 
to Switzerland on a one-year English Assistant programme, to work in 
Lausanne grammar schools.  Although it was his intention to return to the 
UK to teach French and English, that was never to be. His yearly contract 
was renewed twice and in 1976, he started teaching English as a foreign 
language at a private school for adults. The following year, he secured a 
job in a local state-run sixth form grammar school and there he stayed 
until his retirement in 2010.

While teaching at the school, he quickly became dissatisfied with 
the English grammar books available at the time, as he considered them 
unsuitable for the 15 to 18-year-olds that he taught.

He decided to write his own book, A Structured English Grammar 
Course, and had 300 copies self-published in 1983. Nine years later, and 
having sold over 8,000 copies of his work, he republished it as The Golden 
Grammar Book, a title which was far easier for local French speakers to 
pronounce. He regularly revised and reprinted the book until stocks finally 
ran out in summer 2012.

With no initial intention to update or print any more copies of the 
book following his retirement, Tom received a lot of complaints from Swiss 
teachers to the effect that he was depriving them of a valuable and unique 
teaching aid. Tom felt it an untenable task to republish the book alone, 
as it would have to incorporate the recent introduction of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 

He first found a local educational publisher willing to produce a 
revised version, and then enlisted the help of two English teachers who 
had been using the book in their own teaching for many years. Two years 
later, The Golden Grammar Book was re-launched and hit the shelves in 
August 2014. Over 60,000 copies have been sold throughout Switzerland 
and sales of the new Fourth Edition have already been most encouraging. 
The book is also available as an e-version.

Tom recently paid a visit to the Alumni and Development team 
and the Department of Modern Languages at the University, who were 
delighted to receive a copy of his book. 

Tom presents a copy of his book to Professor Claire Griffiths and 
Richard Wilson from the Department of Modern Languages.

Kimberley Knapp was named Chester Grosvenor Hotel’s 
Employee of the Year 2014.

alumni news



The Cestrian 2015          23

Awards for exemplary Nursing professionals

Catherine Ross, a BSc Hons Specialist Practice Community (District 
Nursing) graduate, has been awarded the Philip Goodeve-Docker 
Memorial Prize from the Queen’s Nursing Institute, for outstanding 
achievement as a District Nursing student while at the University.

Cath, who lives in Crewe, is currently a District Nurse with the 
Congleton community nursing team, part of East Cheshire NHS Trust, a 
job she started following completion of her course, and says without the 
District Nursing qualification she would not have been able to undertake 
this new role. 

She expained: “I was honoured to be chosen to receive the Queen’s 
Nursing Institute Award.  I have developed a passion for promoting 
this specialist role, after undertaking the course, and have given 
several presentations to senior staff in my local NHS trust and the local 
Clinical Commissioning Groups, with the aim of promoting the work 
of the District Nurse and the benefits to having a specialist community 
practitioner caring for patients.”

Nathalie Hendleman, a Midwifery graduate from Chester, received 
an Excellence in Clinical Practice award for helping more women in the 
region consider giving birth at home.

Despite recent evidence revealing that home birth is a safe option for 
healthy women with uncomplicated pregnancies, the home birth rate in 
the Chester region remains around the national average of 2.5%.

Nathalie was inspired to establish the Home Birth Group in Chester 
to try and enable expectant mothers to make more informed decisions 
about their place of birth. 

The group allows women to meet other couples in the area, who 
have had a successful home birth, in order to help them decide if the 
choice is right for them.   

Thirty-year-old Nathalie, who now works as a midwife at the 
Countess of Chester Hospital, is passionate about women’s choice, and 
said: “The group hopefully allows couples to feel more confident about 
choosing home birth as an option and help to increase the national 
home birth rate.  

“Midwifery is my vocation, and creating this group has given me the 
confidence to suggest changes to practice in the future, contributing to 
the continuous evolution of midwifery care”. 

Catherine receives her award from 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler.

Nathalie Hendleman.

alumni news
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Rachel’s African adventure helps Zambian teens
Since graduating from the University in 2012, 
24-year-old Rachel Ayres, has dedicated her 
life to making a real difference to the lives of 
young people, both at home in the UK and 
abroad. 

As well as volunteering with different 
charities, Rachel, a Criminology with 
Counselling studies graduate, has spent 
the last two years working on Government 
projects such as the National Citizenship 
Service (NCS), a voluntary personal and social 
development scheme for 15 to 17-year-olds 
in the UK, and the International Citizenship 
Service (ICS).

ICS is a UK Government funded 
development programme that brings together 
18 to 25-year-olds from all backgrounds, with 
the common ambition to make a difference 
by fighting poverty in overseas and UK 
communities.

Through the ICS programme, during the 
summer of 2014, Rachel travelled to Zambia 
along with other volunteers from the UK, 
working for the charity Restless Development.

In Zambia, young people make up 70% of 
the population, meaning the country has the 
fifth youngest population in the world. HIV, 
AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases 
are extremely prevalent among young people 
in Zambia and the teenage pregnancy rate 
is higher than average in rural communities. 
For 12 weeks, Rachel, who comes from 
Leamington Spa, stayed with a large 
community called Kafulamase, and shared a 
house with three other volunteers from the 
UK and Zambia who she says became her 
family - sleeping, eating, and working together 
24/7. Conditions were extremely basic with 

no running water, electricity or sanitation. “It 
was a challenge to say the least but such an 
incredible experience all the same,” she said. 

Rachel worked with the local community, 
providing education and support relating to 
sexual reproductive health and livelihoods, two 
of the main goals of Restless Development. 
The ICS volunteers were given the opportunity 
to create their own programme of events and 
as such, make the most out of the experience. 
Together, they created youth resource centres, 
AIDS action clubs, reading clubs and worked in 
clinics and even prisons.

With a budget of just 500 Kwacha 
(approximately £50), Rachel and her team 
put on a health day event for the whole 
community. Attracting over 700 people, the 
volunteers were able to provide food and 
drink, singing, dancing, football and netball 
matches, bike races, finance talks, health 
talks and mobile clinics. A church in Zambia 
even donated food, toothpaste, soap, cooking 
oil, crisps and drinks, some of which are 
considered luxury, non-essential items to the 
local people, which the volunteers were able to 
give away as prizes.

During their time in Zambia, Rachel and 
the other ICS volunteers were able to make a 
huge difference to the lives of the Kafulamase 
community. 

Rachel said: “Living in another country 
meant learning a whole new culture which 
came with its own challenges. We all faced 
hard times when we wanted to scream and ask 
ourselves: "Why am I doing this?" The most 
challenging moment for me was seeing young 
mothers abusing their children and them not 
being able to understand the harm that such 

behaviour can have on an individual in later 
life. But I was able to sit and talk with one 
mother, who was only 20 years of age, with 
two children, and she became aware of the 
harm that she was causing. I saw a real change 
as a result, and this was an incredible thing to 
witness and feel, knowing that I had helped 
that family and helped their future.

“Kafulamase also had no access to working 
water pumps for over a year. We worked hard to 
change this and make an impact on the entire 
community. We had meetings with the mayor 
and community leaders and in November, we 
heard that the pumps had started working again 
which is just the best news!”

Despite the difficult times, Rachel enjoyed 
the experience enough to continue being an 
ambassador for ICS, giving presentations and 
writing articles, making other young people 
aware of the programme and the positive 
impact that it has on the lives of others as well 
as their own. 

“ICS gave me the opportunity to work and 
spend time with some of the most inspirational 
people I have ever met,” said Rachel.  “Those 
people have given me the complete motivation 
to continue doing positive actions for our 
communities, our country and internationally, 
and I’ve learnt that just the smallest action has 
the ability to change someone’s life, changing 
their perceptions of themselves, others and 
their environment.”

Rachel is now continuing to volunteer for 
lots of different causes and hopes to apply 
for a team leader position with ICS, possibly 
returning to Zambia in the future.

More information about ICS can be found 
at: www.volunteerics.org 

Rachel (second from right) and her fellow volunteers.
16-year-old-Annie, who cared for her 
younger sibling after both her parents died. 
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"Cheeky little Aggy kept us entertained for days". "Collecting water to hand wash our clothes".

"Saying goodbye to our Zambian family".
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Graduate tackles the great phonics debate

Phonics is the current method favoured by the government for 
teaching children in UK schools to read, but an article by a recent 
English graduate is questioning whether the use of phonics is the 
best teaching method to use in the classroom.

Jack Thirlby, from Leicestershire, has co-written a feature 
for the popular magazine for language enthusiasts, Babel, with 
Dr Matt Davies, Programme Leader for the BA (Single Hons) 
English Language degree. The piece is based on Jack’s First-Class 
dissertation thesis, 'The Phonics Debate', which explored the 
research both for and against the use of ‘synthetic phonics’ as a 
core method of teaching children to read.

Synthetic phonics is a method that is currently promoted in 
UK schools. It involves teaching children letter sounds which they 
are then able to blend together to achieve full pronunciation of 
whole words (eg 'P-A-T'). The UK government introduced this 
compulsory teaching method in 2012, along with a national 
screening check for all first year school children, which is 
designed to confirm that children are able to decode words using 
this method and to identify those who need additional support. 

Dr Frank Herrmann gave Jack valuable advice as his 
Dissertation Supervisor and Matt supported Jack throughout 
the writing process owing to his interest in the topic as the tutor 
on the Language Debates module.  After reading the finished 
dissertation Matt suggested that he contact the editors of Babel 
magazine, with the view of co-writing an article for publication, 
based on Jack’s research. 

In their article, the linguists debate the current synthetic 
phonics method of learning to read, against the use of analytic 
phonics and other methods, such as the whole book approach, 
which encourages the recognition of patterns in spellings and 
sounds across similar whole words eg ‘pain’, ‘rain’, and ‘gain’. 

Jack said: “Seeing my work published in the magazine was 
fantastic. Babel is a highly informative and very popular magazine 
with all language enthusiasts, so for my work to have even been 
considered was an achievement in itself. It felt amazing to get 
some more recognition for my hard work but also to combine 
with one of my lecturers to produce an article was a really 
exciting prospect. Frank gave me great support in writing the 
dissertation itself and Matt’s input on the article was invaluable 
and brought another perspective to the work. 

“I had to keep my dissertation really language focused, paying 
close attention to the phonological awareness of the children and 
the language specific research that has already been conducted 
about synthetic phonics. 

“I interviewed five Key Stage One teachers in order to 
introduce some contemporary opinions to the research; their 
opinions were then related back to the literature review and I 
was able to summarise my findings. 

“In terms of a conclusion, I would be a very rich man if I had 
solved the debate! Personally, I still feel that a more balanced, 
‘whole book’ approach, is the best way of teaching a child to 
read. However, although I feel that the current focus on synthetic 
phonics is too much, I do see that is has a place in the primary 
classroom.” 

Jack is currently studying for a PGCE teaching qualification 
and hopes to teach English at secondary level. 

(From l-r) Dr Matt Davies, Jack Thirlby, Dr Frank Herman.

alumni news
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We are sorry to report the death of former 
University Lecturer in Mathematics and 
Physics, Gordon Thomas, who passed away 
in November 2013. We offer our sincerest 
apologies and condolences to his widow 
Susan; our administrative error resulted 
in his obituary not being included in the 
Autumn 2014 edition of The Cestrian 
as it should have been. We promise to 
include the obituary in the Autumn 2015 
edition, but in the meantime, Gordon’s 
obituary can be read in full on the ‘Friends 
Remembered’ section of our website:
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni

1948
Reunion this year was yet another happy 
event. Present were myself, Caryl, David 
and Ruth Greenlees, Anne Cooke, Joy 
Daffon and Florence Machin. 

Having sent out 25 requests for 
information, with reply slips and pre-paid 
envelopes, I received only the following 
seven replies:

Colin Simmons recently had a 
complicated operation but has made 
a good recovery. After retiring from 
headship, he had an osteopathic practice 
for 40 years! He has produced many 
large musicals - no surprise there, we 
remember his piano playing!

Arthur Cunliffe is still active and 
enjoying life. He has retired as President 
of the Musical Box Society of Great 
Britain, but hopes to complete his second 
book on mechanical music. His memories 
of College: food rationing and Top John. 
Our memories - his trumpet!

Peter Davies still likes sports, though 
most of his time is spent on household 

chores! This, and a strict regime 
made National Service a pleasure. He 
remembers meting Pete Bell and myself in 
Bodmin when we were all sergeants in the 
Education Corps. 

Ron Shore stayed in the army until 
1963 teaching in Army Apprentices’ 
schools. He then returned to teaching 
after a year in Exeter College, until retiring 
in 1985.

David Greenlees celebrated his 
diamond wedding in July. He spent his 
career teaching instrumental music to 
over 3,000 pupils - but not all at the same 
time! He still regales us at reunions with 
his anecdotes and lectures on wine. His 
College memories - no heating in the 
dorms!

Peter Bell taught at secondary 
level, then lectured at Lancashire Police 
HQ. He gave up driving for a while on 
health grounds, but good news, licence 
restored. He hopes to resume playing golf. 
Memories of Chester? Always cold and 
hungry - good preparation for the army. 

Philip Jones’ health has sadly 
deteriorated rapidly since I reported last 
year, and he is now in a nursing home. We 
send our good wishes to him and his wife 
Pauline.

Eric Barber’s wife died suddenly last 
year; they had been married for 63 years. 
Eric has given up playing the church 
organ, but still plays a Wurlitzer in County 
Durham - a round trip of 80 miles! His 
memories of Chester - college buns on 
Sundays, Lord Percy’s army and discipline 
- sadly missing in schools today. 

David Lewis

1951
A mini reunion took place over the 
weekend of September 12 to 14, 2014. 
Present in alphabetical order were: John 
Allcock; myself; Tony Hindley and his 
wife, Cynthia; Ivor Nicholls, belatedly for 
a few hours on Saturday afternoon and 
Barry Wademan and his wife, Winifred. 
If anyone would like photographs of the 
group please send me your email address. 

This special reunion was to celebrate 
the 175th Anniversary of the founding 
of the College, hence the display of very 
interesting memorabilia. The Catering 
Department had made an excellent 
commemorative cake depicting an open 
sewing box, complete with cotton reels, 
hinged compartments etc. A very skilled 
piece of baking and decorative icing.

I must also mention the latest student 
accommodation, where I stayed on 
Saturday night. The building required an 
electronic key to enter both the front 
door, lift and the bedroom. The room 
was equipped with a microwave, two 
hotplate electric cooker, dishwasher, 
refrigerator, en suite shower etc, desk, 
bookshelves, power points, not forgetting 
the comfortable bed and central heating. 
Oh! My! Top and Bottom John, long ago!

Recently I received an email sending 
seasonal greetings from our shopkeeper/ 
goal keeper Reg Vernon. His son had 
arranged a surprise 90th birthday party 
for him on December 12. I replied sending 
hearty congratulations. Sadly, he is not at 
all well, but is in good hands and being 
cared for by his daughter and family, 
where he is now living. To quote from his 
message he says: “…it’s like a five star 
hotel”. All goal keepers need a sense of 
humour. Are there any others out there 
who are 90?

Unfortunately there is little news this 
year, despite my polite requests. Derek 
Rawsthorne and his wife, Margaret are 
reasonably well. He responded by saying 
he is still taking the tablets; aren’t we all!

Ian Anderson sent me an E-card which 
I still have not yet managed to open.
Please keep in touch.

Geoff Griffiths
Tel: 01663 744879

Email geoff@jgriff.co.uk
50 Bridge St. New Mills, High Peak, 

SK22 4DN.

1952
I suppose that no (well almost no), news 
is good news. So many folk I haven’t heard 
from but I hope all is well. 

Jack Madden phoned to say that 
Vic Lloyd died in his nursing home in 
Wolverhampton last October, but I had a 
letter from him in September saying that 
he had problems with his heart and lungs. 

Richard Howarth is reliant upon family 
for transport, and we missed him at 
Reunion, following his fond memories of 
the Rev Leslie Vincent, who reached 102 
years of age. 

George Hurst says life is pleasant in 
Bradford-on-Avon and is well. 

Roger Henthorne is very much alive, 
with visits to the Algarve, France, Grand 
Canaria and is remaining busy with the 
Church, Rotary, Probus, being governor 
at two secondary school academies and 

year notes

Year note secretaries take a 
considerable amount of time and 
effort to gather information on 
their fellow former students and 
this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully 
requests that specific personal 
(including medical) details should 
only be included if the person 
being mentioned has given their 
permission for the information to 
be published.

Where reports have been 
significant in length, these 
have been abridged in order to 
accommodate information from 
all those submitted.
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Associate Priest at St Neots. 

George Teare remembers the snow 
(we have one centimetre outside as I 
write), but prefers 20 degrees and at 85 
he can’t believe it some days. He now 
has hearing aids and driving glasses, with 
Pam’s op promised two years ago, now 
this spring. 

Phil Dale-Jones sends best wishes to all.
I also had Christmas cards from Stan 

Proud, Des Cook, Vivian Brown, Doug 
Rowley and Derek Weaver.

I am making progress after my stroke 
last February. We have enjoyed having 
contact with the family over Christmas. 

I would appreciate any news of other 
contacts with addresses, telephone 
numbers, or emails, to keep my list up to 
date.

Ken Wyatt
Tel: 01743 791588

kenwyatt30@btinternet.com

1953
Our year of octogenarians finds many 
thriving and lively, even if not quite to 
the same degree as 60 years ago!  Sadly, 
2014 brought the loss of Harry Foster 
and Jeff Steele. Jeff was a particular loss 
to me, having been close neighbours and 
friends for nearly 50 years. He would 
have been pleased to know that I have 
managed to find good homes for some 
of his effects, including the University 
memorabilia collection. I could easily use 
the rest of my allotted words with a list 
of medical conditions, but sufficient to 
say that we are very pleased to have the 
benefit of the NHS.  Reunion saw some 
gathered together again in Chester. Eric 
Henderson, Alan Nicholls, Norman Green 
and myself stayed for the weekend and 
Fred Whyatt and Stuart Osborne joined 
us on the Saturday. Others had hoped to 
come, but for various reasons couldn’t 
make it. Before and since I have enjoyed 
telephone conversations with many, 
including Warwick Tart, John Herbert, 
Jimmy Nelson, Gordon Whitworth, Peter 
Sambrook, Dave Tipper, and Norman 
Tincello and have received letters and 
regular e-mails, plus Christmas cards 
from many. So my thanks and especially 
to Dave Peet, Stuart Osborne and Dave 
Tipper for regularly adding to my fund of 
stories, which I am happy to share with 
others.  For those able to travel, holidays 
feature often, but long flights seem to 
have gone out of favour. Cruises remain, 

as do visits around the UK and Europe. I 
spent an enjoyable week in Bath during 
the summer, during which time I visited 
Margaret Sadler in Chippenham. She 
sends her good wishes to everyone. I 
also enjoyed another good weekend in 
Chester, visiting a granddaughter who 
is studying at the University. Norman 
Roberts is firmly ensconsed on the Isle of 
Man, not having left the island for over 10 
years. Brian Platt has moved house, so he 
and his wife now enjoy a retirement flat 
at Marple. His new address and also some 
new e-mail addresses are on my up-dated 
Year list, so if you would like a copy please 
contact me. Best wishes to all.

Alwyn Peel

1954
Brian Mills has had to give up golf, due 
to his replacement hips being at risk of 
dislocation. Bob Gearing, Peter Hunt 
Thompson and Brian Wainwright can still 
be seen on a course several times a week.

Holidays abroad attracted Bob 
Jeffreys, Brian Ingham, Ray Bowers, Arthur 
Roberts and Roy Thompson. Ray Adams 
has a second home in the Alps which he 
visits several times a year. Alan Barnett, 
however, is now touring the length and 
breadth of the UK; we met by chance in 
Hawkshead last February.

John Isherwood received treatment 
for bowel cancer earlier in the year and 
Brian Langan had an operation to ease the 
compression on his spinal cord, a problem 
which spoilt his full enjoyment of a world 
cruise in the spring.

On the move in the year were Roy 
Twentyman, from Cumbria to Hampshire, 
and John Percival, yet again, this time from 
South Wales to his native Durham.

Still actively supporting their local 
rugby league team are Harry Atkinson in 
Castleford and Frank Bonser in Warrington.

Due to differing conditions, Norman 
Lancaster and Doug McDonald are both 
learning to use their left hands, to perform 
simple tasks they once did with their right 
hand.

To the relief of their neighbours, Bob 
Jeffreys and Brian Wainwright have given 
up membership of their local choir.

A daily walk through a local park keeps 
Alan Matthews’ heart ticking and knees 
from locking, thus enabling him to continue 
as a guide at Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral.

Brian Wilson is still a lay reader at his 
local church. He would like to hang up his 

cassock and surplice, but unfortunately the 
church cannot find a replacement for him. 

Vic Anderton, Ken Laughton and Derek 
Tipton also wrote and Donald Bowman, 
Phil Faragher and Dave Wraith sent 
seasonal greetings at Christmas.

Last February, I wrote to each member 
of the Year to appeal for donations 
to the Chapel refurbishment fund. I 
suggested that they would not miss £10. 
The response was much better than I 
had hoped. Over 80% responded and I 
was able to send £1,000 as the Year’s 
contribution. 

Brian McDermott

1955
I have very little to report really, as I have 
very few correspondents. Harry Parr and 
I keep in regular touch. He describes a 
very pleasant way of life, avoiding the 
fearsome Canadian winter with regular 
trips to Palm Springs. Ken Roscoe and I 
have pleasant chats, and Terry Davis rang 
instead of sending a Christmas card. 

One of Les Blease’s grandsons finishes 
at Michigan State University and another 
starts his first year as a teacher, without 
any envy from Les! Jack Mills hopes to be 
at the next Reunion and Don Parkinson 
sends good wishes as he continues to 
‘bump along’. Pete Garside wrote in his 
miniscule writing, for which I needed a 
pair of magnifying glasses to read! 

Gordon Borebank hopes to attend 
the next reunion - 60 years on. Roy 
Owen wrote to say he had had two super 
holidays in Spain and Portugal and will 
visit an old, sick friend in South Africa. He 
claims to be as fit as a fiddle, as a result of 
five gym visits each week.

I had the luxury of having a driver 
to get me along the dreaded M62 for 
Reunion last year. I stayed in the newly 
built Grosvenor House, which offered 
superb accommodation. Everything was 
pleasant, within staggering distance of 
the Binks Building, the dining room and 
the bar. Trevor Goddard, Ken Roscoe, Mr 
and Mrs Jim Howells and Jack Mills and 
son, Frank Chadwick, attended for lunch. 
It was a disappointing turnout, underlined 
by only three of us at dinner - myself, Jim 
and Diane, who left immediately after the 
meal. It was a great pity that so many of 
you were absent. 

I am considering giving up my post as 
Year Secretary for various reasons, mainly 
health considerations. If any of you would 
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be interested in taking over, let me know.

Best wishes to you all and I hope to 
see you in the next, special, year. 

Eric Laws
Tel: 0113 258 7887

Mid Year 1958 – 1959
I was delighted to receive Christmas 
greetings from 24 year members, and as 
I am in touch with 32 of our Year, that’s a 
very pleasing 75%. I have to report some 
sad losses since I was in touch with you all 
last July. Sylvia Leather died after a short 
illness in September and Mike Hanford 
died in December after a long battle with 
lung cancer. Mike’s son, Paul, emailed me 
to say that Joan had received a number of 
letters of condolence from Year members. 
Also many of you sent me affectionate 
memories of Dr Ian Terrett, who died in 
November, which I passed on to his family 
and will include in the newsletter. 

It is my intention to send out our 
newsletter “The Mid’Un” in early July. To 
ring the changes, this year’s edition will, 
I hope, contain a few amusing anecdotes 
and reminiscences of College days and 
teaching experiences. Do send me your 
stories and memories if you haven’t 
already done so. 

Rod Hunt

1961
Our Year was once again well represented 
in September, when the 175th Anniversary 
was celebrated. Present were Eric Bibby, 
Dai Owen, Bob McGuigan, Geoffrey Trigg, 
Tom Jones, Alec Osbaldiston and Graham 
Varker, all of whom carried themselves 
with their usual dignity, so much so that 
they all looked as if they were auditioning 
for the role of the next James Bond!

Norman Johnson was also present, 
but was not quite his usual cheery self; 
his singing activities had been curtailed 
through a throat problem. We wish him a 
happier 2015.

John Westall sent another absence 
note, but did not report to be in good 
health. Similarly, news was received from 
Dai Evans and Peter Sharples.

Perhaps the most interesting news to 
report concerns Andy Coghill, who sadly 
died in 1992. Andy’s daughter Jackie, 
found an untitled sketch of a chapel her 
father had made many years previously, 
and after a lengthy search, has discovered 

it to be Chester College Chapel. She has 
visited the College and Eric Bibby and I 
plan to meet her for lunch, as she is very 
keen to hear of College life in the early 
1960s.

Tony Street celebrated his 50th 
wedding anniversary last April and 
enjoyed a great holiday in North Devon 
with his family - all 19 of them (including 
10 adults and nine grandchildren!) His 
European tours also took in Russia, 
Portugal and Tenerife, so it’s good to see 
he is so very much alive and still travelling 
widely.

Finally, Trevor Smalley continues 
to provide me with regular news 
bulletins and I understand his secretarial 
responsibilities for Probus now cover the 
Southern Hemisphere. His email address 
is: toanasmalley@gmail.com and he 
would welcome any contact from the old 
country.

Tony Robinson

Mid Year 1961
It has been a quiet year as news of 
colleagues has been scarce. However, 
communication over Christmas and the 
New Year from John Broadhurst (Dorset), 
Laurie Cooke (Mold), Eric Draper (County 
Durham), Brian Hall (Salisbury), Keith 
Hayhurst (Cheadle, Cheshire), Harold 
Hinchcliffe (Northumberland), Mike 
Hutchinson (Wetherby, North Yorkshire), 
Stephen Sandham (Durham) and John 
Sutcliffe (Sale, Cheshire) indicated all 
continues well.

If other colleagues who receive The 
Cestrian would like to contact me with 
news over the forthcoming months, please 
do and I can pass that information around.

Contact me by telephone on: 01995 
605147 or email: Ianmanship14@outlook.
com or Ianmanship14@gmail.com

I (we) look forward to hearing from you.

Ian Manship

1965 
2015 marks the 50th anniversary of 
our leaving College and being let loose 
upon the world of education, which 
we celebrated at a mini reunion at the 
College/University in March. 

After finding the signature of Chris 
Whitley in the College Chapel visitors’ 
book, Tony Lawton tracked him down 
to his home in Conwy. In addition to a 

successful teaching career, Chris has been 
very active in the Welsh FA as Chairman 
of the Welsh Schools FA, mentoring a 
number of successful players, such as 
Aaron Ramsey, scorer of the winning goal 
in the 2014 Cup Final. And of course, we 
remember Chris’s golfing prowess – Welsh 
Junior Champion even before he came to 
College. Via Chris, I’m hoping to contact 
Roger Lancaster, a fine batsman, now 
living in Milton Keynes.

Contact has also been made with Ivan 
Swainbank, now living in Blundellsands. 
After College, he taught for two years in a 
small secondary school in Liverpool, which 
then closed (not his fault he says!) before 
moving to John Lennon’s old school, 
where he became Head of Technical 
Studies and later joined the Senior 
Management Team. He enjoyed the job so 
much he stayed there for 41 years!

Our Year was only thinly represented 
at the 175th Anniversary celebrations 
in September, but for those of us who 
were there it was an absolute delight. 
Many thanks and congratulations to the 
organisers. It was strange, but pleasantly 
so, to meet people after half a century, 
and certainly brought the memories 
flooding back.

Best wishes to all.

Colin Rodgers
rodgers403@btinternet.com

1969
I’m using this opportunity to publicise 
what promises to be a very special 50th 
Anniversary Reunion for us all. Firstly, I 
must express gratitude to Fiona Roberts, 
the Alumni and Development Manager, 
for all her help and encouragement, as 
well as to Dave Cowell, who has already 
made contact with several from our 
Year. We are extremely heartened by the 
response so far to our letter. We are now 
able, through the Alumni Office, to build 
up a database, but under Data Protection 
regulations, we need your permission to 
hold all your contact details.

We are hoping for your support in two 
ways, as stated in the letter:

1. By making a donation towards a new 
‘Alumni’ Chapel window (we want

 to beat the £1,000 raised by Brian 
McDermott’s 1956 group!)

2. By joining us at the 2016 Reunion 
weekend from September 9-11, when 
we may well take over the place!



30          The Cestrian 2015

university news
Further specific information will be 

sent out to you re. a possible format.
Dave and I appreciate the encouraging 

messages received thus far. Dave 
poetically states: "the stone of reunion 
that has been cast in the water is 
slowly rippling outwards", as he has 
heard from many splendid PE folk, with 
varying degrees of IT skills, such as Jim 
MacMullan, "who has never pressed a 
computer key" to Jim Watkins, who seems 
fully clued up!

This past year has seen the usual Choir 
Group meet at Llangollen, while the walking 
group visits Derbyshire (and its pubs, under 
duress) around every four months.

The last Reunion was a memorable 
one, and we were privileged to hear a 
most wonderful after dinner speech by Bill 
Hughes. Some folk enjoyed the luxury of the 
new accommodation in Grosvenor House. 
A group also went on a superb trip to the 
newly acquired Thornton Science Park.

These are exciting times indeed for us 
all. You can find out much more on the on 
the new alumni website.

You can get in direct touch with either 
Dave on dciom262@gmail.com or me: 
geoff@mackenzie624.fsnet.co.uk 
Look forward to hearing from you.

Geoff Mackenzie 

1972 
After leaving Chester, Wendy Hardy 
(neé Waring) worked in schools in 
Middlesbrough, the Isle of Man, 
and Derbyshire. She specialised in 
SEN and trained as a psychodynamic 
psychotherapist. Wendy now works as 
the Association of Teachers and Lecturers 
(ATL) Derby city branch secretary, 
supporting members and negotiating with 
managers. 

While at Chester, Wendy was a keen 
member of the Dance Club and is still 
dancing, having progressed onto ballet. 
Wendy has taken up the piano again and 
was planning to sit her Grade Two piano 
at the end of last year. 

Ian Mitchell left College in 1973 after 
completing the BEd course and stayed 
teaching in Huddersfield until retiring in 
2006, apart from a year's exchange to 
Australia in 1991. He married in 1980 
and has two daughters, one a primary 
school teacher and the other a solicitor. 
He worked part-time for a self-storage 
company after retiring from teaching. 
The company allows him to go away 

for long periods every year “to climb 
high mountains around the world.” Ian 
also continues to run competitively in 
retirement.

Mary Barrett (neé Onley) returned to 
teaching after having a family. Mary spent 
most of her career in an infant school in 
Burton-on-Trent, where she was literacy 
co-ordinator and SENCo. She achieved 
a post-graduate diploma in Behaviour 
Management from the University of Derby, 
before retiring in 2012. Mary is involved 
with a local all-female singing group and 
she and her husband Mike have recently 
become foster carers. Along with their 
large family, which now includes two great 
grandchildren, this keeps them very busy.

Brenda Wilson (neé Tuer) spent most 
of her teaching career in York secondary 
schools. She taught maths and was then 
SENCo for 10 years. Brenda’s last eight 
years were spent in Pocklington, East 
Yorkshire, supporting dyslexic pupils.

She has two daughters, and two 
grandchildren. Brenda celebrated her 
ruby wedding anniversary in August 2013. 
Much of her retirement is spent doing 
charity work or learning new crafts, which 
include ceramics and patchwork.

Kenneth Kay
k.kay5@btinternet.com

1973
Yet another great Reunion last 
September with sunshine and laughter all 
weekend. We stayed in the new student 
accommodation - Grosvenor House. What 
a fantastic building. The lifts worked 
and there was no need to queue for the 
bathroom, unlike Catherine House in 
1970! We may not have had en suites but 
we didn't leave with massive debts either 
- we were lucky enough to have a grant!

 After a visit to Sue's (aka 'Pudd') last 
year I'm now trying to keep my brain 
cells working doing "cryptic" crosswords. 
I almost did a whole one yesterday. Sue 
and Gwil are off on their travels again, 
Vietnam and Cambodia this time. 

No need to go to Switzerland for snow. 
We had 30cm in Buxton in January which 
lasted well into early February. That's 
no good for me, as I can't go golfing, 
and having dropped three shots from 
my handicap last year, I need to keep 
practising. 

I heard from Stephen Cooper last year. 
Is he the last man still standing? He is still 
Headteacher at a very successful primary 

academy in Newcastle under Lyme. I may, 
however have persuaded him to retire 
soon as he said he was considering it. 

Dave Robertson and Dave Hadden 
had a good day mountain biking with Sam 
(John Williams) in Llandegla, North Wales, 
followed by a meal and a few sherries in 
his local. Next stop is the Coast to Coast 
ride - you've gotta do it while you can.

Hoping to see lots more people at this 
year's Reunion. You can contact me (Tree) 
with any news at:

Teresa Gould
teresa.gould1@yahoo.co.uk

1974 
September saw the 40th reunion of 

the 1971-1974 students. As it coincided 
with the 175th Anniversary of the 
foundation of Chester College, the 
weekend of September 12 to 14 was a 
busy, but a very enjoyable one. On Friday 
afternoon the first guests started to arrive 
and were impressed by the wonderful 
accommodation offered in Grosvenor 
House. It took some time to decipher the 
workings of the security key card used 
for entering the building and using the 
lifts, but we got there in the end. It was 
with great expectation that we waited 
whenever the lift doors opened, as there 
was always a friend or acquaintance from 
40 years ago to hug or shake hands with, 
while reading their name badge to check 
who it was!

Friday evening was spent in the 
Students' Union building, as the bar 
was being refurbished. We were sad not 
to be able to use the bar, but we were 
undeterred. It was amazing to see so 
many old friends and to reminisce; you 
could hear many “ Remember when.....” 
and “What are you doing now you’ve 
retired?” conversations, but no point 
scoring or bragging. We all felt 21 again 
and it was superb. The highlight was 
Graham Netherton leading us in a sing 
song...CALIFORNIA HERE I COME...

On Saturday morning, a large 
group joined together for a tour of the 
University and later some went to the 
races. That evening, more than 50 people 
made it to The Commercial for the buffet. 
The place was buzzing, food was great and 
many people had come long distances just 
to be there. It was worth it. We all made 
our way back to Campus and merged with 
the 175th revellers for a conga around 
the Union building. After a wonderful 
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breakfast, Sunday saw sad farewells and 
promises to keep in touch. 

We did “remember the kind of 
September when life was slow and oh so 
mellow”, just for that special few days. 
A big thank you to all who attended. You 
made it a memorable time.

Jean Hurst

1977
These year notes are a joint effort, 

now Janet is back to full health. News 
is sparse, but we can share these brief 
titbits. 

1977 alumni managed to fill a whole 
table at the last Annual Reunion dinner. 
We joined Sue Beattie (née Lunt) and 
Barbara Steventon (née Twiname), the 
most stalwart regulars. We were among 
the few present, who are still of working 
age, but not for much longer. As we all 
approach 60, (early) retirement is already 
a full-time occupation for many, like Karen 
Cream who cannot forsake the footlights 
to take it easy. Janet has joined that 
shadowy group who are not pensioners, 
but do not work either. Ill health can do 
that, especially to the self-employed. 

Many no longer work in traditional 
positions, having been made redundant by 
local authority ‘restructuring’, especially 
games teachers aged 50+ like David Owen, 
who now runs his own business. As does 
Keith, since returning from teaching 
in Saudi Arabia. Christine Howorth 
has bucked this trend by returning to 
teaching following years in the corporate 
world. Angela Lilley works for the Open 
University. Headmasters Bruce Fletcher 
(retired, London) and Keith Greenwood 
(Cheshire) whose vacations include 
serious trips under sail, both enjoy being 
active grandparents, as do many others, 
including first-timers Graham and Jane 
Fairclough-Rushton, Gwyneth and David 
Owen. Plattsburgh exchange and overseas 
students still in touch are few, but Gail 
Abrams, who teaches in Plattsburgh, 
revisited Chester in 2006 and Isa Hyde 
works in the USA. 

Our most active retiree has to be 
Gary Prescott aka the UK Biking Birder, 
who is cycling to every bird reserve in 
the UK, including the Highlands and 
Islands in 2015. See his blog or find him 
on Facebook, which is where you may 
find other Old Boys, but not so many girls 
unless you know their married names. 
Please join the fledgling Facebook Group 

"Memory Lane @ Chester College" 
whatever your year. As the internet makes 
connecting and contacting people easier, 
please do not forget to let us know what 
you are up to, so we can include you in the 
year notes. Don't be shy!

Janet Kaiser (née Hankin)
ejfkaiser@yahoo.co.uk 

Keith Mistry keithmistry@yahoo.co.uk

1986
Aside from 2014 being my 'divorce 
year', it was also the year I moved back 
to my intellectual home and was voted 
onto the University of Chester Alumni 
Association (UCAA) .

Following the UCAA meeting, I met up 
with Lawrence Bee (BA). As graduates of 
the 'key in the door' era, we had fun trying 
to work out the entry system to Grosvenor 
House. It felt extravagant staying on 
Campus, when I lived two miles away, but 
it was all part of the alumni atmosphere.

With a 'déjà-vu' stride, we took 
a familiar town route along Parkgate 
Road, through the underpass and down 
Northgate Street. We arrived with mature 
reverence to greet friends Pam (BEd) 
and Chris Green (BA) outside Sergio's in 
St Werburgh Street, where we'd booked 
a table on the recommendation of The 
Standard's review, rather than opt for the 
alumni lunch.

Stepping into the lively interior 
we were met with 'halloos' from Gill 
Dolan (BA) and Nelson (BA) and Adele 
Thompson (BA). 

There were equal amounts of 
reminiscences and jollity, as we sported 
embroidered alumni badges and caught 
up with another Year, before heading to 
The Architect for sophisticated drinks, as 
Chester Races echoed from the Roodee.  

Pam, Chris, Lawrence and I left to 
prepare for the alumni service prior to the 
evening meal. Till then I don't suppose any 
of us had been in St Thomas's opposite the 
College Chapel and probably didn't even 
know it existed, though we'd staggered, 
laughed, stomped and howled our way 
past it a thousand times! The In Memoriam 
tributes included Lawrence's close friend 
Tim Frohwein.

Then we were queuing in White's 
dining room for raffle tickets. Our table of 
eight was a pleasant surprise as we recalled 
swimming club outings with Gill Burns MBE 
(1986) and friends. The evening concluded 
with Bill Hughes' speech and a visit to the 

Students' Union bar to marvel at the 1974 
Reunion display. 

Now we are looking ahead and 
planning for our 30 year Reunion in 2016. 

If you would like to be involved in 
these celebrations please contact me via 
the Alumni Office.

 
Sharon Forsdyke (BA 1986) 

 

The Alumni and Development team 
are always very happy to receive 
your letters, photos, suggestions for 
articles and obituaries for inclusion in 
The Cestrian. The next edition of the 
magazine, due to be published in the 
autumn, will feature the obituaries that 
we have received over the past year. 
Could we kindly ask that all submissions 
for obituaries are received no later than 
August 21, 2015? We recognise that 
it is impossible to condense a lifetime 
of any alumnus into a mere 300 words 
and so we have developed an area on 
the alumni website called, ‘Friends 
Remembered’, where we are able to 
publish obituaries in full. 

All Year Notes Secretaries are 
currently listed on the alumni website: 
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni. There are 
some year groups without a contact so 
if you would like to represent your year 
and can’t see your year group listed, 
please get in touch with us: email: 
alumni@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 
01244 511091. 

In previous issues, you will have 
read about our plans to create an 
archive of memorabilia and seen our 
appeal for your old photographs, 
documents and memories. If you have 
found anything or recall interesting 
stories, please get in touch! In the 
meantime, we have added lots of 
pictures to our online photo gallery – 
why not take a look to see if you and 
your friends are featured?

In addition, if you need our help in 
finding an old friend, or would like to 
come back and visit your campus for a 
tour, we would be delighted to help.

Stay in touch!
Fiona and Amy



Graduate helps athlete’s chances of winning Gold 
A Sport and Exercise Sciences graduate 
had a great start to 2015 by securing his 
dream job working with the Great British 
Paralympic Swimming team.

Just a few months after celebrating his 
graduation from the MSc Sports Sciences 
(Performance Analysis) programme, 
Matthew Milligan, 25, from Crewe beat 
fierce competition to secure the position 
as Performance Statistician with the GB 
Paralympic Swimming squad.

After a two-part interview, in which 
the candidates had to carry out a series of 
‘real world’ tasks such as using statistics to 
devise performance reports for athletes and 
coaches, Matt was delighted to discover 
that he had been offered the job.

The new role allows Matt to put the 
skills that he learnt on his course, into 
practice by collecting data on all aspects 
of a Paralympic swimmer’s development 
and feeding the analysis back to relevant 
coaches and sports scientists. This could 

include anything from improvements made 
over previous performances to the athlete’s 
wellbeing and its impact upon the amount 
of time spent training. 

He said: “I’m so happy to be in a job that 
I have worked hard at University towards, 
so soon after graduating. I am looking 
forward to working closely with other sports 
science practitioners and seeing how the 
support I offer to coaches impacts upon 
the development of our athletes. I am also 
looking forward to helping our athletes 
achieve their medal targets at the next 
major competition, which is the World 
Championships in July 2015.”

As well as a new job, Matthew has 
settled into his new life in Cheshire with 
his girlfriend Becky and is also in the 
process of publishing some research, in 
collaboration with the University, about 
the development of performance profiling 
and performance predictions in elite male 
Taekwondo athletes.

Matthew Milligan, Performance 
Statistician with the GB Paralympic 
swimming team.

Alumna leads England to Netball World Cup
Former Nutrition and Sports Science student 
Tracey Neville, has been named England 
netball head coach, and will lead the squad at 
this summer’s World Cup in Sydney.

Tracey, who is the sister of former England 
footballers, Gary and Phil, will also remain in 
charge of Superleague champions Manchester 
Thunder until the end of the season.

Tracey, who played for the national team 
in the 1998 and 2002 Commonwealth Games 
before retiring in 2008, said: “I’m delighted to 
accept this opportunity. It’s a great challenge 

and I am looking forward to the World Cup 
and working with the players.”

Tracey has coached Manchester Thunder 
for the last four years and they are unbeaten 
this season, having won the title last season.

 Joanna Adams, England Netball Chief 
Executive said:

"Tracey has achieved fantastic results 
with Manchester Thunder in the Netball 
Superleague and we firmly believe Tracey 
is the right person to lead us into the 2015 
Netball World Cup." 

Indoor 3G 
pitch installed 
Warrington Wolves has opened up 
new indoor training facility at the 
University’s Warrington Campus.

The purpose-built, high 
performance 3G artificial grass sports 
pitch takes pride of place at the club’s 
training site at the Campus. 

Professor Steven Broomhead, 
Wolves Chairman said: “Our players 
couldn’t wait to get onto the new 
surface and have used it day-in, 
day-out since project completion. 
It plays fantastically and will be an 
invaluable resource in terms of player 
development.”

The new facility will sit alongside 
the other training facilities on already 
on site including a purpose-built gym, 
coaching and physio rooms, running 
track and training field.  Primarily, 
the pitch will be used by Warrington 
Wolves for training, however the 
University and local community will 
also have access.

Sport

Tracey Neville (right) will take the England Netball Team to the Sydney World Cup this summer.


