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WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN 2016  
EDITION OF THE CESTRIAN MAGAZINE.

This year is certainly off to a fine start, 
as we have commenced a new group for 
retired staff, who will be meeting regularly 
and sharing their wisdom and recollections 
of many years.  We thought sharing 
memories sounded a great idea, and so set 
up an event called ‘Memory Lane’ to bring 

together anyone who has been connected with us to tell us 
their stories - read more about the first event on page 11! 

On Wednesdays in May, the English Department is 
hosting a series of talks on aspects of Shakespeare, in 
celebration of the 400th anniversary of his death.  See our 
website for dates and themes.

We have decided that it would be great to have a century 
of year group photos for everyone to enjoy.  We have almost 
60 in the corridor of Old College and will be publishing the 
missing years: so if you have a copy of your year photo 
which you could lend to us for scanning, please get in touch!  

It’s also a century ago that our alumni were representing 
King and Country in the Great War.  We know that 77 men 
gave their lives, and we are researching them in preparation 
to honour them in 2018.  Alumnus Steve Parker (1972) is 
finding out an incredible level of detail about the men, and 
if you would like to help, again, please get in touch!

Fiona Roberts, Alumni and Development Manager

Introduction
Canon Professor TJ Wheeler DL

Welcome to the spring edition 
of The Cestrian, a valuable 
resource which helps to keep you 
connected to the institution. I 
hope that you have all enjoyed a 
good start to 2016 so far.

The University has seen 
a number of significant 
developments this year. If you 
have visited the Parkgate Road 
Campus recently, you will have 
seen the new one-way system 
and exit on to Parkgate Road, 
which has eased traffic flow and 
made pedestrian access around 
Campus much safer. 

Major development works 
continue on the Seaborne Library 
which now boasts a new Costa 
coffee bar. The extension will add 
400 square metres to the existing 
building, doubling the reading 
space and providing more 
comfortable office space for staff. 
The end result will be a bright, 
modern learning resource centre. 
In addition to the main campus, 
there has also been a new library 
installed over two floors at the 
Kingsway Campus.

We’re excited that the 
University has been successful 
in its bid to attract Skills Funding 
Agency money, to develop 

and deliver High Level Degree 
Apprenticeships. The Business 
School will be the first part of the 
University to offer these unique 
degree programmes, which 
will benefit both young people, 
existing employees and regional 
businesses. The University is 
also delighted to announce 
that Chester Business School is 
partnering with Chester Business 
Club to launch the initiative. 

In other news, members 
of the UCAA enjoyed a trip to 
Pendle Stained Glass in Padiham, 
Lancashire, to check on the 
progress of the stained glass 
window. The design is full of detail 
and incorporates many elements 
from the institution’s 175 year 
history. Reports from the alumni 
team confirm that the progress is 
coming along well and everyone 
is looking forward to seeing it 
installed in the Chapel, soon. 

If you would like to see the 
finished result for yourselves, 
the doors are always open and 
we welcome you back to the 
University at any time.

Professor Tim Wheeler, DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 

University of Chester
Chair, UCAA
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A leap of faith brought native Norwegian, Ise 
Brogeland, to the University, one which has led 
to a successful international career in dance.
The 25-year-old, who graduated with a First Class degree in Dance in 
2014, currently lives in Hamburg, Germany and works as a freelance 
artist. Her latest project has seen her working with the Sticky Trace 
Company - the city’s biggest, professional and freelance dance-
theatre ensemble, comprising 10 female dancers from seven nations. 
The company has recently performed its latest production called 
‘Participating’ at theatres in Germany.

Since leaving Chester, as well as completing a Master’s Degree in 
Performance Dance at the University of Chichester, Ise toured the UK 
and internationally with Mapdance - the postgraduate dance company. 
Ise also co-created her own company, Ori Dance, with three other 
international performers, for which they received Arts Council funding for 
Research and Development of their rural touring piece, ‘Tales of the Tide’. 

Her career has seen Ise working with some incredible names in 
the dance industry, including Jonathan Burrows, Rick Nodine, Ofra 
Idel, Bettina Carpi and Lila Dance, all of whom have helped her to 
experience the different ways of working and creating as an artist.

Despite her international commitments, Ise regularly returns to 
her alma mater, to teach current University of Chester students on the 
BA Dance Programme, and says that her experiences of studying at the 
University, really helped her to develop as a performer. 

She said: “There were very few opportunities to study dance 
at higher education level in Norway and so the UK was an obvious 
choice for me. I got such a good feel for the place when I attended the 
University of Chester for my audition; the experience was really fun 
and the Department staff were great.

“I received lots of amazing opportunities while I was studying 
there, one of the highlights being a two-and-a-half month internship 
with the New York-based Body Collider Dance Company for my work-
based learning placement. 

“Not only did I have a chance to develop my performance skills, 
but I also had the opportunity to be a choreographic and rehearsal 
assistant for the company, and be responsible for its promotional 
material, blog writing and social media accounts.

“All of these experiences really helped me get where I am today.”
Ise is especially proud that during the placement she had the chance 

to perform with the company at Dixon Place, in Lower Manhattan, and 
got to showcase a solo piece she had choreographed during one of her 
University modules at another New York venue called The Muse. She 
was also delighted to have been awarded the University’s Valedictory 
Prize for Dance at the end of her studies in 2014.

Chester sets the stage 
for Ise’s international  
dance career

*Photographs courtesy of Peter Monstad photography

“I got such a good feel for the place when 
I attended the University of Chester for my 
audition; the experience was really fun and the 
Department staff were great.”

Talented dancer, Ise Brogeland.
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A recent recipient of France’s highest honour, the Légion d’honneur, 
returned to his alma mater to receive his medal recently, where he 
was joined by his daughter and his grand-daughter – and all three are 
former students of the University, or, in its former life, Chester College.

William Palin, who is 95 and from Northwich, was a troop 
commander with the 21st Anti-Tank Regiment in the Guards 
Armoured Division. He served through France to Holland on Operation 
Goodwood (in Normandy) and Market Garden (in Holland).

Mr Palin was one of nine British veterans to receive the Order–
Chevalier of the Légion d’honneur from Madame Aude Auclair, the 
University-based French Honorary Consul, at a ceremony held recently 
at the Handbridge site of the Western Command Headquarters of the 
Army during the Second World War- now the University’s Queen’s 
Park Campus. Speaking of his own experience, he said: “We were the 
break-out troops and our role was to make our way inland. This award 
reminds me really of all the splendid fellows who didn’t come back. I 
had troops of 20 men in the fighting tanks, and of those 20, seven had 
been killed and one wounded before we got out of Normandy. For me, 
this is in recognition of the lives they gave.”

Mr Palin also revealed that he joined the army straight from 
Chester College, and sang the praises of Herbert Morrell, the Vice-
Principal at the College when he was a student, who joined the College 
in 1911 and taught there for 40 years.

Mr Palin was joined at the ceremony by family members, including 
his daughter, Susan Wood, who was at Chester College in the late 
sixties, and Sophie Evans, his granddaughter, who studied at the 
University of Chester on two occasions – completing a foundation 

degree between 2009 to 2011, and then graduating in November 2015 
with an undergraduate degree in Nursing.

Sophie said: “I felt that it was an honour to have witnessed these 
men, who fought for our freedom, receiving this recognition and to be 
able to celebrate with them. All the men were incredible and it was 
very moving.”

Susan added: “It was a very poignant occasion. What a wonderful 
group of men they are – I know my father wouldn’t wish us to know 
the full details of all the horrendous things he saw during the War; 
he has always spared me the full details. His legs are full of shrapnel 
to this day. It was particularly special to have this ceremony at the 
University of Chester, which is such a significant place for all three 
generations of our family.”

Légion d’honneur medal 
celebrated by three 
generations of alumni

Pictured at the recent ceremony, having received his Légion d’honneur, 
is William Palin with his daughter Susan Wood (left) and grand-daughter 
Sophie Evans.

All nine British veterans, who were recipients of the award.
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JOINING THE FIGHT AGAINST 
ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE 
The University recently 
announced its entry for 
the Longitude Prize, a 
£10m fund set up to 
help solve the problem 
of global antibiotic 
resistance.
The entry was announced during 
World Antibiotic Awareness 
Week, a week where scientists 
raised concerns of ‘a post 
antibiotic era’, after discovering 
bacteria resistant to colistin – the 
antibiotic drug used when all 
other treatments have failed.

The University has already 
achieved recognition from the 
organisers of the multi-million 
pound Prize for its research 
efforts to help prevent or control 
resistance to antibiotics. 

The prize will reward a 
competitor that can develop a 
point–of–care diagnostic test 
that will conserve antibiotics 
for future generations and 
revolutionise the delivery of 
global healthcare. The test will 
identify when antibiotics are 
needed and, if they are, which 
ones to use.

Professor Graham Bonwick 
and Dr Catherine Birch from the 
University’s Institute of Food 

Science and Innovation recently 
entered as Team CMI, with 
their US partners, Conceptual 
MindWorks Incorporated and 
Bioanalysis Consulting. 

Team CMI’s entry focuses 
on its research into the use of 
biomolecules, called aptamers 
(short lengths of DNA), to detect 
contaminants in the food chain. 
These include pesticides, fungal 
toxins and food pathogens (food 
borne diseases, such as E.coli, 
Salmonella and Listeria), many of 
which have developed antibiotic 
resistance. The use of antibiotics 
within the food supply chain, 
especially due to its addition 
to animal feeds, has long been 
recognised as one possible 
reason for this resistance. 

Professor Graham Bonwick, 
Director of the Institute of Food 
Science and Innovation, said: 
“We are extremely excited to be 
recognised by the Committee 
at this point. Over 100 
organisations have registered 
so far, and only four (including 
Team CMI) have been selected 
for further attention by the 
Prize Committee.  We received 
extremely positive feedback 
and the committee said that 
our entry had many excellent 
attributes. They have described 

our technology as a bold and 
ambitious idea and as having 
great potential!”

Dr Catherine Birch, Food 
Science and Technology 
Academic Programme Leader 
at the Institute of Food Science 
and Innovation, added: “This 
is a great endorsement for 
our transatlantic team. The 
Committee has encouraged us to 

develop our technology further, 
and our next stage is developing 
affordable, hand-held portable 
test kits which could be used by 
the medical profession to test 
individuals and detect whether 
antibiotics are needed.”

More information about the 
Longitude Prize can be found at 
longitudeprize.org or follow the 
Facebook apage.

Pictured in the microbiology laboratory at the University of 
Chester are Professor Graham Bonwick and Dr Catherine Birch.

UNIVERSITY BRINGS IN CAMPUS-WIDE SMOKING BAN
Visitors to the University of Chester will no 
longer be able to smoke tobacco on campus 
due to smoking restrictions which have been 
implemented across all sites.

Recent surveys of both staff and students, 
demonstrated a high level of support for a ban 
and as such, measures were first introduced in 
January. The plan will be fully implemented over 
an eight month period.

Smokers now have to go off site or to designated 
smoking areas in certain areas of the campuses 
which are identified by clear signage or bins. 

Thornton Science Park already had 
designated smoking areas when the University 
acquired it and Kingsway, Riverside and 
Queen’s Park arrangements will be announced 
imminently. University Centre Shrewsbury is 
completely smoke-free.
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LEADING SPORTS JOURNALIST  
INSPIRES WRITERS OF THE FUTURE
A national sports journalist has joined the Media 
Department at the Warrington Campus and will 
share his expertise to inspire the writers of the future. 

The Daily Mirror’s “football man in Merseyside”, David Maddock, 
joined the team this year and while he continues to report for The 
Daily Mirror, he now also spends his Mondays teaching on the 
Department’s BA Sports Journalism programme.

David has been at The Daily Mirror since 1999, where he works 
as Chief Northern Sports Correspondent. He previously worked as 
Northern Sports Correspondent for The Times, Sports Reporter and 
Sub Editor for the Daily Star, and Sports Editor for the Manchester 
Evening News.

David said: “I was really excited to be invited to work with 
the Media Department at the University, and am grateful for the 
opportunity to join the flourishing Sports Journalism programme. 

“I hope to be able, in some small way, to add to the reputation and 
success of an innovative course and enhance the learning experience 
of the students, by passing on the knowledge of my 30 years within in 
the industry.”  

NEW TEAM TAKES 
UNIVERSITY’S 
WARRINGTON 
CAMPUS INTO  
THE FUTURE

A new team of experienced 
academics is in place to 
manage the University’s 
Warrington Campus, with a 
view to enhancing further the 
institution’s engagement with 
the wider community.

Professor Annette 
McIntosh-Scott has been 
appointed as the Provost 
of the Campus, following 
the retirement of Professor 
Peter Harrop last year. She is 
supported in her role by two 

Deputies - Dr Naomi Sharples 
and Professor Lawrence 
Bellamy - with Shelley Hanvey 
in the role of Stakeholder 
Development Officer.

Professor McIntosh-Scott 
is also the Executive Dean of 
the Faculty of Health and Social 
Care. After qualifying as a nurse 
and midwife she held various 
posts as a nurse in Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh, predominantly 
in the area of critical and 
cardiac care.

Her years in health and 
social care education have 
been spent in a range of roles 
including clinical teacher, 
lecturer, principal lecturer and 
quality advisor at Edinburgh 
Napier University as well as her 
roles at Chester.

She was appointed as 
Executive Dean in August 2012, 
having previously held the 
positions of Associate Dean, 
Learning and Teaching, and 
Deputy Dean of the Faculty. 

Professor McIntosh-
Scott said: “I’m very proud 
to take the role of Provost at 
the University’s Warrington 
Campus, which has had a 
long-standing reputation for 
providing education in the area 
for over 65 years.

“One of our aims is to 
embed the University further 
in the community and raise the 
profile of the Campus and the 
opportunities for students, both 
locally and nationally.”

David Maddock.

Professor Bellamy, Professor McIntosh-Scott,  
Shelley Hanvey and Dr Sharples.
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Phil Roberts, a Media and Sociology 
graduate has had a successful 
career in the broadcasting industry 
since leaving the Warrington 
Campus, and one which saw 
him becoming the youngest 
commercial radio Managing 
Director at the age of 26.

Phil started his career in his 
home town of Wrexham, where 
he presented the breakfast show 
on MFM, before joining Emap 
Radio in 1995, where he went on 
to become Managing Director of 
Metro Radio in Newcastle and 
Piccadilly Radio in Manchester. 

In 2000, Phil became Emap’s 
Group Director and oversaw the 
launch of the Smash Hits Radio 
Show which went on to win a 
Sony Radio Gold Award. Two 
years later, Phil was voted as the 
most influential person in music 
radio after being appointed as 

Managing Director for music and 
events at Emap.

After 10 years working in 
commercial radio, Phil joined the 
BBC and has been Managing Editor 
of BBC Leeds and Acting Managing 
Editor of BBC Radio Merseyside. 

In his current position as 
Head of Regional and Local BBC 
Programmes in the North East 
and Cumbria, Phil has had to 
oversee coverage of the most 
devastating events the UK has 
seen, this year.

Before Christmas 2015, 
hundreds of people were 
forced to leave their homes, 
while businesses and shops 
were badly affected by the 
unprecedented rainfall which 
caused wide-spread floods 
across the country. 

Phil is particularly proud of 
the role that local radio played 

during these floods. He said: 
“I couldn’t be prouder of BBC 
Cumbria for the coverage they 
managed to achieve in such 
difficult circumstances. 

“Our coverage was praised 
by listeners, local businesses 
and BBC Cumbria was even 
commended in both Houses of 
Parliament. Achieving this was 
not easy, especially as our staff 
themselves were caught up in 
the floods. 

“The story might not be in 
the national spotlight for now, 
but for our audience the agony 
goes on. We are still in the heart 
of the communities, playing our 
part by bringing listeners what 
they have come to expect, want 
and need from a BBC Local Radio 
station and we’ll be there for the 
long-term as Cumbria rebuilds 
and recovers.” 

Phil Roberts.

Bringing communities 
together through local radio

Harjoth Sekhon.

Radio 4 gives Chester The 3rd Degree
Students and academics were put through their general knowledge 
paces when BBC Radio 4’s quiz show The 3rd Degree, visited the 
Padgate Road Campus. 

The staff versus students general knowledge quiz, hosted by 
comedian Steve Punt, was held at Molloy Hall in front of an audience of 
colleagues, students, friends and family.

Dr James Pardoe, Senior Lecturer in Heritage; Dr Eileen Pollard, 
Lecturer in English and Dr Helen Southall, Senior Lecturer in Computer 
Science (pictured on the back row) took part alongside three students 
from those subject areas – Rebekah Thornton, reading Archeology, Bjorn 
Ephgrave, reading English and Clayton Jones, reading Computer Science.

After taking part in specialist subject rounds and being tested on 
their general knowledge one team emerged victorious…. To find out 
which team, tune in later in the year!
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SUCCESS FOR 
ARCHAEOLOGY ALUMNI
Two former Archaeology students swept 
the board at the prestigious Association of 
Heritage Interpretation (AHI) Awards 2015.

The biennial AHI Awards scheme 
recognises and rewards the best practice 
in heritage interpretation across the UK 
and Ireland, these are the only awards to 
recognise excellence in all types and sizes 
of heritage interpretation, whether held in 
museums, historic buildings, visitor centres 
or any type of outdoor location.

Big Heritage, a Heritage and Archaeology 
company based in Chester, founded by 
alumnus Dean Paton, was the winner of 
the ‘Interpretation for a target audience’ 
category. 

Its entry, The Roman Medicine 
Roadshow, explores medicine and health in 
the Roman world, focusing on the historical 
impact of medical science, considering ideas 
and attitudes towards health, medicine 
and the human body in the society of the 
day. The project was designed to engage 
specifically with an audience of young 
people from deprived areas.

Dean, who graduated in 2011 said: “It’s 
a cliché, but these are awards where being 
short-listed is an honour, so to find out we 
were winners against amazing projects is just 
phenomenal. It’s testament to our approach 
of putting people first in everything we do, 
as that is what the judges highlighted.”

Erin Lloyd Jones, Heritage Interpretation 
Manager at Cadw, the Welsh Government’s 

historic environment service, collected the 
Runners Up Award on behalf of Cadw, in 
the category, ‘Landscapes, Forests, Nature 
Reserves, Parks and Gardens’. 

Erin, who graduated in 2005, is part of the 
team which developed the visitor experience 
at Blaenavon Ironworks – A Landscape 
Re:Imagined project, in South Wales. 

The Works have been brought back 
to life with the development of an 
immersive, inspirational and memorable 
visitor experience, recapturing the original 
atmosphere and creating the feeling of a 
working site in all its ‘hot, dirty, noisy and 
glorious hellishness’. 

The installation includes signage, a 
children’s trail and audio-visual displays, 
while a dramatic sound and light experience 
has been developed in the casting house to 
explain the iron-making process that made 
Blaenavon famous.  

The project also features a model, which 
enables visitors to understand the scale of 
the Ironworks when at peak production, 
and footpaths, landscaping and fencing 
that have enabled improved visitor access 
and ‘flow’ around the historic site. The four 
cottages used for the popular BBC Coal House 
series have been re-dressed with authentic 
furniture and fittings, to depict workers’ 
cottages throughout their use from the 1840s 
to the 1960s. 

Erin, now working towards a PhD in 
Archaeology, said: “Receiving the Runners 

Up award was a fantastic accolade to the 
team that worked so hard to bring the 
Blaenavon Ironworks project to life. I love 
archaeology and thoroughly enjoy my job of 
getting people excited about the past.” 

Both Dean and Erin were presented with 
their awards by Dr Loyd Grossman CBE, who 
is Patron of the AHI and was awarded an 
honorary degree by the University in 2007, 
to acknowledge his work in this field. 

Dean, collecting his award 
from Dr Loyd Grossman.

Erin, collecting the award on behalf  
of Cadw from Dr Loyd Grossman.

Iron sculpture of the Blaenavon site. 
© Crown copyright (2016) Cadw.
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11,000 year-old pendant  
  discovered by former 
University of Chester student
One of the University's latest Archaeology 
graduates has revealed how he came to find 
an 11,000 year-old engraved shale pendant, 
discovered during excavations at the Early 
Mesolithic site at Star Carr in North Yorkshire. 

Tom Bell was a final year undergraduate, 
volunteering on the excavation – which 
was being run by a research team from the 
Universities of York, Chester and Manchester 
- with his lecturer, Dr Barry Taylor, who is Co-
Director of the excavations at Star Carr.

Tom, who is 21 and from Widnes, 
explains how he came to make the discovery: 
“I discovered the pendant on the last few 
days of the excavation. I was just working on 
taking back the last of the lake sediments 
when I noticed a smooth stone. It looked 
pretty normal at first if I’m honest, the mud 
covered the perforation and the decoration 
so I didn’t know what it was until I picked it 
up and had a look. I noticed the perforation 
first and then turned it over to see the lines 
scratched into the surface.

“Like I say, at first I thought it was a stone 
so it was hard to be excited initially. I think 
once I realised it had decoration on, then 
it was more exciting. And it’s much more 
exciting when you start to see how excited 
everyone else is!”

Dr Taylor picks up the story: “As Co-
Director of the project, sometimes I would 
take students from the University of Chester 
along to volunteer. The site was originally on 
the edge of a lake, and Tom was excavating the 
deposits that formed in what would have been 
an area of swamp about 11,000 years ago. Up 
to this point we’d found hunting equipment 
and the bones of animals that people had 
caught, so the pendant was an exciting new 
find. When he made his discovery, Tom called 
me over to say what he’d found and then it 
had to be carefully recorded and then taken 
for scientific analysis.”

The artwork on the tiny fragile pendant 
proved to be the earliest known Mesolithic 
art in Britain. Crafted from a single piece of 
shale, the subtriangular three-millimetre thick 
artefact measuring 31mm by 35mm contains 

a series of lines which archaeologists believe 
may represent a tree, a map, a leaf or even 
tally marks.

Engraved motifs on Mesolithic pendants 
are extremely rare and no other engraved 
pendants made of shale are known in Europe.  

The research team used a range of digital 
microscopy techniques to generate high 
resolution images to help determine the style 
and order of engraving. They also carried 
out scientific analysis to try to establish if 
the pendant had been strung or worn and 
whether pigments had been used to make 
the lines more prominent.

The pendant is being showcased to the 
public in a display at the Yorkshire Museum in 
York which runs until May 5.

Tom, who graduated in November last 
year, is continuing with his archaeological 
studies. Having found inspiration digging 
on the same and nearby sites, he is now 
studying for an MSc, with a view to working 
in the field of osteoarchaeology (the 

study of human and animal bones from 
archaeological sites).

Dr Taylor added: “It’s very pleasing that it 
was one of our students at the University who 
found this pendant – and particularly as Tom 
has been volunteering on our excavations 
for a number of years. This is a joint project 
and it’s always great to see students finding 
things. Because this is something that a 
person wore, that had significance to them 
and to the people around them, it allows us 
to have a direct and tangible engagement 
with people from the past – and this helps to 
bring the subject of archaeology alive for our 
students. These sorts of artefacts tell us about 
people and, after all, that’s what archaeology 
is all about.”

Full details of the research, which is also 
supported by Historic England and the Vale 
of Pickering Research Trust, can be found 
at www.starcarr.com. Full details about the 
pendant and its discovery can be found here: 
www.starcarr.com/pendant.html

Tom Bell and Dr Barry Taylor with 
the 11,000 year-old pendant. 
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Former staff invited  
to join new group

Retired Chester College and University of Chester staff are 
being invited to join a new group, facilitated by the Alumni 
and Development team.

The idea for the group was suggested by Helena Astbury, 
Alumni and Development Officer, who previously managed a 
society for retired staff at Oxford Brookes University. 

So far, two informal meetings have been held with 
former staff ranging from those who retired 20 years ago, to 
one member who left only months ago.

The group will aim to provide a schedule of events and 
activities for retired staff, so that old friendships can be rekindled 
and former colleagues can keep in touch with the University, 
while letting us know what they are up to in retirement. 

Plans include visits to the new Storyhouse cultural centre 
when it opens in Chester later this year, and a dedicated 
section on the alumni website in which to share news and 
events among the group.

Retired staff are also invited to be part of the Annual 
Alumni Reunion this year, which will include a retired staff 
table at dinner on Saturday evening. This is a new tradition 
that we hope will continue. 

If any former staff have not already received contact from 
the Alumni and Development team, please email Helena: 
h.astbury@chester.ac.uk or telephone: 01244 511005.

Following the Annual 
Alumni Reunion in 
September 2015 we 
conducted a survey and 
circulated it among 
those who attended.
The survey was sent to over 100 
attendees and we were thrilled 
to receive our highest response 
rate ever. After considering the 
feedback, we proposed some 
changes to the format of the 
weekend to members of the 
UCAA and we were pleased to 
hear that they were in favour of 
our proposals.

As such, some changes 
have been made to the 
schedule, which you may have 
noticed when completing your 

booking forms.  2016 will be an 
experimental year, and we will 
review the success of the Annual 
Reunion afterwards.

Very few alumni have wanted 
an on-campus meal on the Friday 
evening, so we have not included 
this option.  Friday night will now 
be mini-reunion night, organised 
by nominated year group party 
leaders, with assistance from the 
Alumni and Development team. 
This year will see mini reunions 
for the 1966 starters and 
leavers, 1976 and 1986 leavers, 
celebrating on campus.

Saturday lunch will be 
served as a buffet in the 
refurbished Staff Common 
Room, allowing plenty of time 
for you to get comfy and move 
around to chat with everyone.

The student-led tours for 
this year will be replaced by a 
special tour of the Parkgate Road 
Campus (original Chester College 
campus) led by former lecturer, 
and long-serving member of the 
Alumni Association, Stan France. 
Saturday night dinner will remain 
the same, although the tradition 
of an after dinner speaker is still 
being considered.

Due to the rise in popularity 
of summer schools, conferences 
and other events, we expect 
to be allocated only a small 
number of rooms in Grosvenor 
House for future reunions. 
With the high standard of 
disabled access in Grosvenor 
House, guests with mobility 
requirements and similar 
special requests will be our 

priority. Should you require a 
double room, we advise you 
to make arrangements with a 
local hotel – however please 
bear in mind that it is Chester 
Races the same weekend so 
book early if you can! Single 
accommodation will be in 
Fisher and/ or Astbury House. 

As ever, we look forward to 
welcoming all former students 
back to campus and we’ll be 
on hand all weekend, with our 
reception area being situated in 
Whites’ Dining Room, for your 
convenience.

For the most up to date 
information, please visit the 
events pages of the alumni 
website or contact the Alumni 
and Development Office if you 
have any enquiries.

Dave Mulligan’s
Long Walk 
I graduated from Chester College in June 
1973 after three great years, studying 
Physical Education and English. It was, for 
many of us, a golden period in our lives: 
a brief interlude prior to living in the real 
world. Having taught for 40 years in Bolton 
I am now retired from teaching and doing 
some voluntary work as a CAFOD (Catholic Agency For Overseas 
Development) Schools Volunteer.

After a life of running and playing golf, I continue to enjoy lots 
of physical activity mostly, these days, by walking.

During the past 15 years my eyesight has deteriorated and I 
am now registered blind. I do still have some limited vision and 
while I am still fairly independent, I have planned a solo walk 
from John O’Groats to Lands End starting on June 18, 2016 (as I 
turn 65). I intend on ‘bivvying’ and staying in B&Bs en route and 
walking about 20 miles each day.

My target will be to raise funds for Blind Children UK. This charity 
works with children and young people who are visually impaired or 
blind, to support them towards reaching their full potential. 

I have set up a Just Giving page: http://www.justgiving.com/
MulligansLongWalk as well as Facebook page of the same name 
(MulligansLongWalk) which will be updated throughout the journey. 

If you could help me in this project you would certainly be helping 
improve the lives of many children and families needing support.

Very best wishes, Dave Mulligan (1973 alumnus)

REUNION 2016 – YOU ASKED AND WE LISTENED
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A trip down 
Parkgate Road!
Some of the greatest privileges of working in the Alumni Office are 
hearing such inspiring stories from the past, meeting incredible alumni 
and finding out fascinating pieces of history about this institution and 
the people connected with it.  Sometimes we make these discoveries 
through research, and on other occasions, they simply appear!  
Throughout the 175th Anniversary year, we have been delighted with 
the additions to our archive; whether bequests, attic clear outs or 
humbling donations.  We have created a display area in the Staff 
Common Room and welcome alumni to view these items.

It’s important to share memories and we recently 
hosted a special afternoon especially for this purpose: 
literally a trip down Memory Lane: well, Parkgate Road 
actually!  Former staff, students, pupils and relatives 
got together to talk about their connection to Chester 
and reminisce.  Old photos were viewed and characters 
recalled; it was a truly memorable day!

A window on our past, present and future
Throughout our vision of having a commemorative stained glass window 
in the University Chapel, we were very focused on creating an image that 
would combine the celebration of the 175 years since the foundation of 
the original Chester College, and today’s university.  After much discussion 
over designs and practicalities, the window is at last under construction!  
Originally it was thought that it could be designed in-house but we have 
learned on this journey that what looks great on a piece of paper is not 
necessarily going to be feasible in glass and lead.  This brought us to 
consulting experts, namely Pendle Stained Glass of Lancashire.

Members of the UCAA Executive Committee were invited to visit 
Pendle Stained Glass, to see the window taking shape and hear how 
the glass is coloured and lead applied. Staff there, spent a considerable 
amount of time with the group, demonstrating the different methods 
used to create the window which included glass selection and cutting, 
lead moulding and soldering as well as glass painting and finishing.

We can’t wait to see the end result, which is sure to be a beautiful 
commemoration to both the 175th Anniversary and the institution’s 
alumni who helped fund the project.

We found our alumni to be very generous in their support 
throughout all of our fundraising activities. To thank our kind donors 
for their cheques, we will be holding a Donor Reception in the Chapel 
on June 16. Benefactors will receive a personal invitation to view the 
window, the recent restoration work in the Chapel and participate in a 
service of celebration, knowing that they played their part in achieving 
this special and permanent reminder of all who have studied at the 
institution in the past 175 years.

Above and left images show Leon Conway and Deb Lowe from Pendle Stained Glass,
demonstrating some of the techniques used to construct the window.
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BETH TWEDDLE MBE 
VISITS WARRINGTON 
CAMPUS
Britain’s greatest ever gymnast, Beth Tweddle MBE, visited the 
Warrington Campus in November to give a free public lecture to staff, 
students and members of the local community. 

Beth, who received an Honorary Doctorate from the University 
in 2013, enjoyed delivering the talk which focused on life as an elite 
athlete and its associated personal and professional challenges. 
She gave an insight into her experiences at the Olympics in Athens, 
Beijing and London 2012, and spoke about her joint business venture 
Total Gymnastics with fellow Olympian, Steve Parry, which provides 
gymnastics classes in partnership with local schools and leisure centres 
in the North West of England, giving children the opportunity to train 
with specialist and experienced coaches. 

Beth also took the time to meet with students on Sports and 
Journalism programmes and to answer some of their questions, as 
well as posing for photographs. 

Professor Lawrence Bellamy, Associate Dean, Warrington School of 
Management; Professor Annette McIntosh-Scott, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and 
Provost; Beth Tweddle MBE; Shelley Hanvey, Stakeholder Development 
Officer; Kirstie Simpson, Head of Sport and Community Engagement.

FROM PADGATE TO PARIS (AND BACK!)
It’s September 1965 and four 
girls arrive at Padgate College 
of Education, ready to start 
their teacher training… Ricky 
(Pat) Rigby from Nottingham, 
Pam Rowland Jones from Rhyl, 
Joanne Savage from Corby and 
Kathy Jordan from Dartford.

The plan? To train as 
teachers, although that seemed 
secondary to having fun and 
living away from home. 

We were ready for, well, 
just about anything that came 
our way!

So we became pretty much 
inseparable. We talked a lot and 
laughed together, borrowed 
each other’s clothes, checked 
out the men (there were 
relatively few compared to the 
number of girls!) probably cried 
together, did some work and 
supported each other during 
‘teaching practices’ – now 
known as school experience.

This all laid the foundations 
for a friendship that has lasted 
over 50 years.

We took a student trip to 
Paris in 1967. We flew from a 
grass airfield in Kent to another 
grass airstrip over the Channel, 
followed by a coach ride on 
to Paris. We stayed in a cheap 
hostel, and slept in bunk beds! 
We saw all the sights, set up 
assignations on the Pont Neuf 
with various young French men 
and generally had a great time.

All too soon, three years at 
College were over and we went 
out into the great wide world 
of teaching. 

So where has the time gone?
Pam spent her time as a 

brilliant infant (KS1) teacher, 
Ricky taught juniors (KS2) and 
did a lot of home school liaison 
work, Joanne taught art in 
secondary schools and Kathy 
taught juniors before becoming 
a headteacher and then a 
school inspector.

Along the way, we married, 
produced nine children 
between us, and carried on 
laughing and supporting each 

other, albeit from a distance. 
We always stayed friends, and 
met up when possible.

So the 50th anniversary 
of this friendship in 2015 
demanded something special- 

what else but a trip to Paris!
This time, Eurostar and a 

good hotel, no more hostels!
And Paris was even better, 

second time round….. Here’s to 
the next celebration!

Joanne, Ricky, Pam 
and Kathy in Paris.

12          The Cestrian 2015/16



In September 2015, and after 12 months of intensive training, Jason Hill who 
works as a Porter at the University, was able to fulfil a lifelong ambition with a 
little help from the University’s Alumni Association (UCAA). 

Jason had always dreamed of doing something 
remarkable in memory of his mother Louisa, who 
died from breast cancer when she was 46, and he 
was just 16. In 2014, he decided that he would 
attempt to climb Africa’s highest mountain Mount 
Kilimanjaro, in her honour and as a way to raise 
money for breast cancer charities.

Jason applied for, and was successful in receiving 
The Cestrian Award - an award offered by the UCAA 
to help students or staff from the University, with a 
sporting or community achievement. 

After members of the UCAA Executive 
Committee considered the submitted applications, 
they decided to award Jason with the full £500 to 
help towards his expenses for the trip. He used the 
money to buy specialist walking equipment, a high 
altitude camera and arrange travel inoculations to 
protect him throughout his journey.

Jason said: “I am very, very grateful to the UCAA 
for the financial assistance that the Cestrian Award 
gave me.

“The climb was one of the most physically 
demanding challenges of my life and at one point 
I had to beg the doctor to let me continue, due 
to the fact that I was still suffering the effects 
of a chest infection. I am still on a massive high 
emotionally because completing this challenge in 
memory of my mum meant such a lot to me. I am 
now hoping to attempt the Four Peaks challenge 
in the Atlas Mountains in Morocco, to continue 
raising money to help find a cure for breast cancer.”

The Cestrian Award is open to current students 
and staff members, and offers financial assistance 
with a sporting or community event or achievement. 
More information and an application form can be 
downloaded from www.chester.ac.uk/alumni. 

“The climb 
was one of the 
most physically 
demanding 
challenges of my 
life and at one 
point I had to beg 
the doctor to let 
me continue”

UCAA helps Jason 
to conquer Kili

Jason reached the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, in honour of his mum.
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Crystals have been used, revered and enjoyed 
for many thousands of years - both for their 
aesthetic beauty and for the peace, relaxation 
and harmony they seem to invoke. Katie 
Worboys, an Animal Behaviour graduate, 
believes that crystals have become her calling 
in life and have helped her through some very 
difficult times, as she explains…

“My interest in crystals began during my time at Chester where 
I was studying Animal Behaviour. Due to being bullied at school 
throughout my childhood, my mother wanted to help me overcome 
some self-trust issues that I was dealing with and arranged for me 
to go and see an amazing crystal healer that she’d heard about. 

“During that session I had a moment of absolute clarity – I 
knew that this was the kind of work that I was meant to be doing 
with my life. I spent my six-week Work Based Learning placement 
with a wonderful crystal healer and learnt a lot about crystals and 
their amazing properties. The knowledge that I had gained from my 
Animal Behaviour degree helped me so much when working with 
the four-legged clients too! My horse, which I keep at home on the 
family farm in Suffolk, proved to be the most valuable teacher I’ve 
ever had. He taught me to trust myself and the energy I work with 
and it also strengthened the bond we have, immeasurably.  

“After completing my degree, I studied for a two-year diploma 
in Crystal Healing in Cheltenham and then spent the best part of 
two years travelling the world to help me realise my true potential. 
I visited Canada and New Zealand, both of which are countries 
based on extremely spiritual foundations - I learnt so much!

“I came home and started working for one of my best friends, 
also from Chester, doing ecology work around the country. This was 
really lovely as I got to work with animals again and help protected 
species in the UK. 

“In October 2013, and after six months of hospital visits, tests 
and operations, I was diagnosed with Hodgkins Lymphoma (blood 
cancer). After the initial shock and confusion wore off, I don’t think 
my reaction was particularly ‘normal’; I wasn’t angry or sad and I 
didn’t ever ask the question ‘Why me?’ I simply realised that this 
had happened for a reason, as a test or new learning experience for 
me for which I had two choices: be miserable and most likely fail, or 
remain positive, get up every day with a smile, carry on and win.

“I started chemotherapy on November 18, finishing six months 
later and a week prior to my 30th birthday. I then had to undergo 
radiotherapy for two weeks to fully zap the remaining lump in 
my chest. Throughout my treatment I used crystals, placing them 

around me at night and kept them in my pocket during chemo. 
I also carried out self-healing had reflexology sessions and my 
mother who is a Reiki master, carried out weekly treatments on me. 

“I always knew that I would beat the disease, as I have so much 
that I want to do with my life. I am now over a year in remission 
and I decided that I wanted to get back onto the path that I had 
begun travelling on all those years ago and help people who are 
going through the same thing as me.

“Last year, I opened my very own crystal business, The 
Crystal Path, on the family farm in Suffolk, where each day I am 
surrounded by these amazing Earth creations. The shop also has a 
treatment room where myself and a team of therapists, can offer 
holistic therapies including Reiki and Colour Therapy and there 
is even a stable for our four-legged clients. I work predominantly 
with people and all animals but I also work with ‘sick buildings’ 
where you may feel your mood changes the second you walk into 
a building. 

 “I know that some people are cynical about complementary 
therapies, but people were also sceptical about chiropractors not 
that long ago. Reiki is now widely accepted by the NHS as well as 
the American healthcare system, and is used on patients for its 
relaxing properties. People also couldn’t believe that x-rays would 
work and now they are used and relied upon in the orthodox 
world! People will always fear what they can’t understand, 
especially things that aren’t tangible. Animals are a blessing to work 
with in this field as they lack the misconceptions and baggage than 
us humans have. 

 “One day I would love to be involved with helping large 
animals in zoos, as well as people in hospitals everywhere. The 
University of Chester was really the catalyst for this whole path, 
so I’m truly grateful for the experience and I’m looking forward to 
wherever the journey takes me next.”

More information about Katie’s business can be found at:  
www.thecrystalpath.co.uk

Katie’s Future  
is Crystal Clear

Inside Katie’ s shop
-The Crystal Path.

Katie with her horse.
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YEAR NOTES
Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of 
time and effort to gather information on their fellow 
former students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that specific medical 
conditions and other personal details should only be 
included if the person being mentioned has given their 
permission for the information to be published.
Where reports have been significant in length, 
these have been abridged in order to accommodate 
information from all those submitted.

1948

Regretfully, as David Greenlees 
and I are the only former 
students who now attend 
Reunions - supported by three 
widows: Anne Cooke, Joy Daffon, 
and Florence Machin, - it has 
been decided to discontinue our 
annual meetings.

However, I shall continue 
as Year Secretary for as long as I 
have information to share.

Barry Bryant wrote to me 
recently; as well as being a 
head of a primary school until 
retirement, would you believe 
that he built his own house - 
which is still standing!  He was a 
church organist, and also played 
in a jazz quintet, accompanying 
Arthur (the trumpet) Cunliffe on 
one occasion. (Who said ‘once 
is enough’?)

Peter Axson also sent me 
a long letter; he is recovering 
well after breaking his hip last 
year.  He listed some amusing 
memories of student days: the 
pall of smoke in the billiard 
room, burning toast on the gas 

fire, Top John freezing in winter- 
remember the dentures frozen 
solid in a glass of water!, fish on 
Fridays - uch!, taking PE in the 
College School one afternoon to 
enable the teacher to go to the 
races!, the ‘board of enquiry’ 
after the lift in the Kardomah 
café was sent down in the depths 
by the excessive weight of a large 
number of students!

I received an email from 
Alan Edlund, who still has his 
laundry book from 67 years 
ago!  I doubt that he has any 
chance of recovering his mislaid 
underwear!  He also has the 
RAG magazine for 1947 and the 
College song book, which he 
has sent to the University to be 
added to the archives. Glad to 
say that his health has improved 
considerably, though his wife 
Joan has limited mobility. 
Fortunately, stair and bath lifts 
have enabled them to stay in 
the house they have occupied 
for 58 years.

Eric Barber still makes the 
occasional trip to County Durham 
to play at concerts on the 

Wurlitzer organ.  He still is able to 
drive in spite of painful joints.

Arthur Cunliffe’s email 
informs me that he is still 
interested in mechanical music, 
and keeps in touch with his 
world-wide contacts.  He enjoys 
The Cestrian magazine, and urges 
me to keep our year notes going.

I have had a few other replies 
in response to my recent letter 
requesting news: Christmas cards 
from Stan Holland and Ron Shore.

For myself, I have had a 
very difficult year with severe 
un-diagnosed medical problems;  
I am glad to say that my health 
is now much improved, and 
I am now able to resume my 
household duties - but not climb 
ladders!    As Mark Twain once 
said - ‘Reports of my death have 
been greatly exaggerated’.

Best wishes to you all for 
2016 - please keep sending your 
news, however brief, and, like all 
good teachers, keep your vowels 
open!

David  Lewis 
trinitycestrian@btinternet.com

1951

John Allcock celebrated his 90th 
birthday in January, although 
celebrations are to be deferred 
until July when his wife, 
Margaret, will also be 90. His 
usual family Christmas occasion 
wasn’t possible as he had 
returned from hospital just two 
days earlier.

Ian Anderson is keeping 
well, walking his faithful collie 
twice a day. He also continues 
woodworking; not the major 
projects he made previously, but 
some excellent pieces. Both he and 
his wife Dorothy are keen indoor 
bowls players during the winter. 

Jack Farley has become more 
confident using his upgraded 
computer. He sent me a most 
interesting email in time for 
these notes. He referred to us 
as, ‘Ancient Britons’, which I 
can’t dispute. He still enjoys 
theatre visits. He is happy that 
a new theatre has been built in 
Doncaster, his nearest large town, 
and says ‘it’s the best thing they 
have built since Roman Times’.
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Ken Thorley, now a widower, 
tells me he is getting along all 
right with support from family 
and good neighbours. He attends 
the ‘Wilmslow & Knutsford 
Retired Teachers’ Group’ who 
meet monthly. 

Prompted by a message I 
left on his answering machine, 
Ken Challinor telephoned in 
reply. Tactfully he waited until 
the cricketers in South Africa 
went in for tea. He guessed that I 
would be watching. He is well and 
enjoys frequent visits to his place 
in France, returning with a supply 
of guess what?

Tony Hindley and his 
wife, Cynthia were our sole 
representatives at the Reunion in 
2015. He still has the lung power 
to skirl his bagpipes. He received 
a Christmas card from David 
Hough, who I assume is still living 
in Ireland, growing roses. 

Derek Rawsthorne and his 
wife Margaret enjoyed a visit to 
the Campus, while on a trip north 
to see family. They were given a 
tour by Fiona Roberts from the 
Alumni and Development Office.

Barry Wademan is not as 
well as he would like to be, 
following an operation last 
autumn. He is being well cared 
for by his wife Winifred. They 
announced the arrival of another 
great grandchild.

Best wishes, 
Geoff. Griffiths 

1952

I hope you are well, flourishing, 
upright and mobile. 

I have heard from most of 
us but wonder about Trevor 
Graham, Peter Fitton, Bill Brown 
and Bill Smith, though not 
everyone sends Christmas cards 
these days. Does anyone have 
contact with them?  

Phil Dale-Jones (and Joan) 
are doing well in Perth, Western 
Australia and he regrets his non-
attendance at Reunion! Norbury 
Teare is awaiting a lottery win 
before he comes again from New 

Zealand. I sent him a postcard 
from Chester in September – “I 
don’t recognise the place we 
knew” – but a trip to Reunion will 
keep him up to date.  

Roger Henthorne and Jill 
are both well and continue to 
have a busy and full life, and will 
try to make Reunion this year 
in between visits to Las Palmas, 
the Loire, Dordogne, Vendee 
and Brittany in their trusty and 
comfortable caravan, while St 
Neots gives them a wonderful 
variety of things to do.

Most of us report a 
comfortable life, though with 
less activities. Bryan Kenworthy 
has continued problems with 
his sight, and doesn’t enjoy 
travelling, which is Stan Proud’s 
problem too.  

Phil Tilstone reports that he 
and Christina are very involved 
with the Arts. 

Personally I am keeping 
reasonably  well with the aid of 
“The Tablets”. Our daughter Alison 
is with us for a couple of months, 
before returning to Kenya, so she 
will keep us on our toes.  

I have heard of the deaths of 
Ken Turner and Vic Lloyd.

Please keep in touch, 
especially if you are in contact 
with or know of the whereabouts 
of other 52ers. We are doing well 
generally as I still have contact, 
fitfully, with 19 of the 75 who left 
Chester in 1952. 

All the best, Ken Wyatt. 
Kenwyatt30@btinternet.com

1953

As the years go by, sadly our 
numbers dwindle and the past year 
has taken three of our number, 
Wynn Jones, Ron Jones, who died 
earlier in the year and then Alan 
Heaton who died in November.   

This year’s Reunion also 
brought together our smallest 
gathering of any reunion but all 
due to illness or inability to travel.  
It was therefore heartening to be 
joined by Alan Nicholls, Norman 
Green, Stuart Osborne and Dave 

Tipper and we enjoyed the day.  
Stuart remains active with Rotary 
and I maintain my interest in 
the Captain Cook Society and 
also philately, though eyesight 
problems hinder the latter. Alan 
continues to enjoy his singing and 
is a member of more than one 
choir.  Dave Tipper continues to 
drive elderly folk to airports and 
cruise terminals, though admits 
to having given up jogging!

 Brian and Betty Platt are 
enjoying life in their retirement 
home in Marple and it is good 
to know that our two residents 
in the Isle of Man (Norman 
Roberts and Alan Crowther) are 
well, though not travelling to 
the mainland nowadays.  Peter 
Sambrook lives the slow life in 
Norfolk and a similar slow lane 
elsewhere in the UK can be said 
for Warwick Tart, John Herbert, 
Alan McQueen and probably 
most of us!  Fred Whyatt no 
longer has golf on the menu, 
but Jimmy Nelson enjoys bridge 
and Eric Henderson retains his 
Newcastle United season ticket, 
but as their performances and 
results drive him nearer to 
insanity the end may loom for 
that. 

Long trip holidays are rare 
nowadays.  My own highlight 
of the year was taking my 
family on a 10-day cruise to 
Scandinavia, thus enjoying their 
company and spending some 
of their inheritance at the same 
time!  I also enjoyed being back 
at Chester in November for a 
granddaughter’s graduation.

Keep in touch and stay well.                                                          
Alwyn Peel 

alwyn.peel@ntlworld.com

1955

I am unable to give much 
information this year, because I 
was in hospital from June until 
just before Christmas.

Thank you to those who 
sent cards, but only two sent 
any news with them. Jack Mills 
wrote to say he was unable to 

attend the Reunion because of 
illness, while Roy Owen wrote to 
describe his many trips around 
the world, and that he had had 
a second cataract operation. 
Nothing from anyone else which 
is disappointing.

I repeat my statement that 
I made in The Cestrian last year, 
that I wish to give up my job 
as Year Secretary because of 
continuing health problems, but 
I’ve had no response. Is anyone 
interested? It is not an onerous 
job but I feel as though it could 
be carried out by someone else. 

I cannot comment on the 
Reunion, except that Trevor 
Goddard and Mr and Mrs 
Jim Howells were the only 
representatives from our year 
group. 

Best wishes to you all,
Eric Laws

1956

For news, I am grateful to the 
faithful few who keep in touch. 
Sadly, that number is two less, 
following the deaths of Derek 
Tipton and Roy Twentyman.

After many years’ service, 
David Higgins didn’t seek re-
election to Trafford Council in 
May. He is now able to devote 
more time to church work and 
Sale Inner Wheel. He still plays 
the organ at the two Methodist 
churches in Sale.

A stroke six years ago, meant 
Peter White hasn’t continued 
many of his former activities, 
although last August, he enjoyed 
a Mediterranean cruise. Also 
enjoying the region was Arthur 
Roberts in September. He is very 
involved in masonry and the 
Barnsley Probus. 

Brian Wainwright received a 
diagnosis of prostate cancer. After 
sundry examinations, injections 
and a daily tablets, he is back to 
normal weight and able to enjoy 
golf, gardening and DIY.

Rodham Heslop was dealt a 
severe blow in the autumn and 
spent two long spells in hospital. 
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Each month in 2015, Alan 
Barnett holidayed somewhere 
in the UK, and further holidays 
are planned in 2016. He still pays 
regular visits to the Theatre-in-
the-Round in Stoke, plus forays 
into Birmingham and amateur 
theatre in Sutton Coldfield.

Brian Langan has a back 
problem, but the surgery is quite 
major, with considerable risks.

In October, Brian Wilson had 
a raft of tests that concluded he 
had trapped a nerve down his 
right side. For a while, he found 
that simple tasks like holding a 
pen, walking and doing anything 
in church proved difficult. 

Brian Ingham is looking 
forward to relaxing once his year 
as President of the Local Probus 
comes to an end. He is still busy 
with choirs, masonic and church 
affairs. He is still able to holiday 
abroad – Cyprus last year.

For the past nine weeks I 
have been battling with sciatica. 
Otherwise, I keep good health- 
long may that last!

Brian McDermott

1958

Fifty seven years have passed since 
I left Chester College and during 
that period much has happened! 

I have often wondered what 
happened to my fellow students. 
Some I can account for: John 
Martin and Peter Kniveton both 
of whom achieved headships 
of primary schools in the Isle 
of Man.  To the best of my 
knowledge John is still going 
strongly but sadly, Peter has only 
recently passed away. 

Others, whose faces are as 
clear to me today as the last time 
I saw them, have disappeared.  
Where are Graham Williamson, 
Alan Spencer, Bill Fitton, the 
Rowleys, and all the others 
whose names appeared on the 
list of leavers which accompanied 
our examination results way back 
in July 1958? I hope that each of 
them is well and that they have 
enjoyed a happy and successful 

career. It would be pleasing to 
have news about them, but 
communication with alumni 
whose addresses are out of date 
is a problem which would appear 
to be insurmountable.  

My career in education 
turned out to be more varied 
than I ever expected.  I spent 
three years teaching in Liverpool 
before family pressures 
persuaded me to return to the 
Isle of Man, my home. I taught 
there for many years and was 
then appointed Head of In-
service Education and Training 
for the Isle of Man Department 
of Education and ending up 
as Assistant Education Officer 
(Buildings).

I have since worked in the 
construction industry, managing 
to qualify as a chartered member 
of the Institute of Health and 
Safety, a chartered member of 
the Institute of Builders and a 
chartered member of the Institute 
of Personnel and Development. I 
have retired twice, before reverting 
back to the field of education as 
Director of Alumni Relations at 
King William’s College and now I 
am working for a charity. 

I hope that this humble 
offering will encourage other 
former students of Chester 
College in our year group to 
get in touch and maybe come 
along to the Reunion weekend in 
September. 

Bryan Harding (Fisher 1956-58)

Mid Year 1958 – 1959

It is with regret that I report 
the death of Dave (John David) 
Ellison, who died peacefully last 
June. I was unaware of his death 
until I received a Christmas card 
for his wife Val. Sadly, Dave had 
battled with ill health over the 
past five years and Val wrote 
that he slipped away peacefully 
with his family around him. 
Dave was a Head Teacher of St 
Bees Primary School in Cumbria 
from 1972 – 78. During his 
retirement, he was a keen bird 

watcher. We remember him at 
College being a quietly spoken, 
kind-hearted and thoughtful 
member of the year.   

As the years roll by, the 
friendships we made back in 
1958/9 grow stronger and more 
meaningful. I had a huge and 
heartening response to John 
Timson’s idea of ‘The Mid’Un’, 
our annual newsletter, being 
one of memories of our College 
days. As a result I received some 
hilarious and evocative articles 
and anecdotes and a number 
of photographs. The Memory 
Lane Edition of ‘The Mid’Un’ was 
a great success, proving what 
a fine, resourceful and good-
looking body of men we were 
then . . . and still are! 

Rod Hunt

1961

I must begin by thanking Alec 
Osbaldiston and Graham Varker 
for the very interesting details of 
the career of Edward Rugamayo 
after he left Chester College in 
1961, details which in fact merit 
space on their own. Alec is well, 
but sadly Graham lost his wife 
Pat last year and was not well 
enough to attend September 
Reunion. Hopefully 2016 will be a 
better year for him.

Pauline Singleton’s year 
has been full of sadness too, as 
Malcolm passed away in July. 
She consoles herself with many 
happy memories of the last 12 
years and is looking forward to 
joining us at the 2016 Reunion.

Bob McGuigan’s year has 
been equally difficult, with 
the death of his wife Lyn over 
Christmas, and our sincere 
condolences are sent to him and 
his family.

On a happier note, it was 
particularly pleasing to see 
Norman Johnson last September 
and to hear that he is making 
good progress after a very 
difficult year. I was able to join 
him for a drop (or two) of his 
festive cheer in Lytham St. Annes 

just before Christmas. Norman 
has recently moved - the Alumni 
and Development Office can put 
you in touch with him.

Tom Jones’ Golden Wedding 
celebration prevented his 
attendance at the last Reunion. 
He and his family are all well and 
he continues to enjoy his bowls, 
choir and orchestral manoeuvres 
in the dark (playing Lulu 11).

Tony Street’s nine 
grandchildren keep him and 
Pat on their toes. Dai Owen’s 
regular telephone conversations 
invariably brighten my 
mornings, as do those of 
Geoffrey Trigg and Dai Evans, 
especially when discussing the 
latest antics of my MP.  
John Westall is fit and well too.

That only leaves the two 
comedians, Eric and Trevor. 
Eric Bibby is due to travel with 
his grandson Tom, to Australia 
shortly and is then continuing to 
New Zealand to stay with Trevor 
Smalley. I know Trevor will be 
over the moon to see his old 
Best Man, whose company will 
be just the tonic for him, having 
had four days in hospital before 
Christmas, due to some nasty 
gastro-enteritis bug.

Tony Robinson

Mid Year 1961

A quiet one once again, that ‘no 
news is good news’!

Contact has been made with 
Richard Ayre in Newcastle, John 
Broadhurst in Dorset, Ian Cleland 
in Wolverhampton, Laurie 
Cooke in Mold, Eric Draper in Co 
Durham, Gwyn Evans in Powys, 
Brian Hall in Wiltshire, Keith 
Hayhurst in Cheadle, Harold 
Hinchcliffe in Northumberland, 
Mike Hutchinson in Wetherby, 
Richard Lawson in Burnley, 
Stephen Sandham in Durham, 
Richard Skerritt in Kings Lynn and 
John Sutcliffe in Sale.

If other Mid Year 1961 
members would like to contact 
me once again, I would be 
delighted to receive news of their 
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whereabouts and pass it on to 
friends. Please contact the Alumni  
and Development Office for my 
contact information.

Ian Manship 
Ianmanship14@outlook.com

1965

Our circle of alumni contacts 
has continued to expand: after 
contacting Chris Whitley and Phil 
Clark last year, we have, via the 
magic of the alumni website, met 
up with Pete Baron, and wife 
Janet, now living in Stourport. 
After joining the fencing club at 
college, Pete has achieved great 
things in fencing, both at national 
and international level, and now 
is heavily involved as a coach. 
Well done Pete!

At the main College Reunion 
in September, I was delighted to 
meet a couple of people after a 
gap of 50 years.  I’d mentioned 
Dick Howard (who we remember 
as Richie) in previous year notes, 
but meeting him in person was a 
treat. Here’s another of our year 
who achieved great distinction, 
in Dick’s case in soccer in the USA 
and Canada. He lives in Toronto. 

Another surprise was 
meeting Carole Froude and 
her French husband, who was 
the French Assistant at College 
1965-66. Though Carole was in 
the year following ours, she will 
be well remembered as perhaps 
one of the principal members of 
the first intake of women. She 
has lived in Dijon for many years.

The after dinner speaker 
was our very own Mike Perkins, 
whose inimitable style and Welsh 
lilt gave a fascinating insight into 
aspects of working closely with 
Aubrey Price.

We continue our mini 
reunions every March where 
we manage to get 25 or so of 
our old mates together. Anyone 
interested can get details from me 
or the Alumni  and Development 
Office at Chester.

Colin Rodgers 
colinandpamrodgers@gmail.com

1969

Last year was truly memorable, 
as the University celebrated 
the 175th Anniversary of the 
founding of the institution which 
means so much to us. There were 
many special events during the 
year, including  the Founders’ Day 
service in the Cathedral, at which 
three familiar names received 
Honorary degrees: DV Hughes; 
Stan France and Bill Hughes, in 
recognition of their enormous 
respective contributions, initially 
to Chester College, and then the 
University. Our congratulations 
to them! 

Many of us attended Reunion 
weekend in September, which 
was, as usual, a memorable time, 
made even more special by the 
Friday evening reunion for those 
who started at Chester in 1965. 
It was a delight to see many 
familiar faces, and we’d love you 
to come along again this year.

This September is our ‘50 
Years on’ reunion for those of us 
who started in World Cup year, 
and numbers are already looking 
good, following communications 
to Dave Cowell and myself during 
recent months. I would wish to 
record my appreciation to Dave 
for his enthusiasm and associated 
industry in helping us maximise 
numbers for what should be 
a wonderful time for all of us. 
Many of you will have already 
received the detailed email 
from us outlining basic plans for 
September 9-11. If you haven’t, 
please contact either of us or the 
Alumni  and Development Office 
and we can then send you the 
information either electronically 
or through the post.

I have not included specific 
reference to those who have 
made contact, as reports have an 
upper word limit, but thanks to 
each of you, and I look forward 
to our reunion. Hoping you are 
all keeping as well and fit as Dave 
and Kath Cowell who, like many, 
met at College, did PE, and are 
still as active as ever.

Finally, my personal thanks 
to Fiona, Helena and Amy in 
the Alumni  and Development 
Office for their specific support 
to Dave and myself re plans for 
September. We look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible.

Best wishes, 
Geoff. Mackenzie 

Geoff: geoff@mackenzie624.
fsnet.co.uk or 07943613000 

Dave: dciom262@gmail.com or 
01789 762088

                                                                     
1970

This report is brief for two 
reasons. Firstly, I have had to 
deal with a few personal lifestyle 
issues and secondly very few folk 
have been in touch over the last 
couple of years.

I’m indebted to Dick 
Gillingham for supplying 
details of his secondary school 
teaching career in Blackpool. 
He completed over 40 years 
in the same school, eventually 
sharing a classroom with his 
son! He fulfilled various roles 
including Head of Department, 
Head of Lower School and 
Careers/ College Links, as well 
as coaching the senior cricket 
and rugby teams. Dick’s wife has 
also retired as Head of Music at 
the same school where together 
they gave 79 years of dedicated 
service. Since retirement, Dick 
has undertaken a range of 
voluntary roles at Fleetwood 
Museum. He tells me of his 
keen interest in gardening and 
supporting the Campaign for 
Real Ale. The latter interest 
takes him to old haunts, like 
the Pied Bull and the Vic, when 
visiting Chester.

What a joy to make my first 
lady-contact! Lesley Wheeldon 
(née Angus) was at Chester from 
1967 to 1971 (BEd student). She 
taught briefly in Sheffield before 
returning to Derbyshire. Sadly, ill 
health forced an early retirement.

I’ve also heard from Geoffrey 
Spiller (former PE student). If 
anyone can help, he is anxious 

to trace David Lynn Thomas 
(originally from South Wales), 
Chris Simons (Worksop) and 
Dave Rodda (Mansfield).  

Ryan Jervis, in a reflective 
moment, recalled how his time 
at Chester College was probably 
amongst the happiest years 
of his life. John Astbury, John 
Watts, Malcolm Mercer and 
David Hutchinson maintain their 
regular contact with the annual 
Christmas card and/or letter. 

My contact list is still quite 
small, so if you are a 1970 leaver 
please send me a summary of 
your career with an update of 
your recent news. 

Kelvin Young 
kelvinyoung@kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk

1972 

Noreen Janson (née Daniels) has 
been living in the Middle East for 
almost 25 years.  She retired two 
years ago after teaching English 
as a Second Language in Qatar to 
government trainees for 10 years. 
Noreen and her second husband, 
a Canadian, have just celebrated 
their third wedding anniversary. 
They hope to stay there for another 
four years or so until he retires.

Steve Parker has retired 
after 42 years in the same 
school (Hilbre High School, West 
Kirby, Wirral) and was Head of 
ICT. Steve’s first involvement 
with computers started at 
College as an optional/interest 
course in 1971. He recalls there 
was an old terminal, linked to 
a main computer, and students 
fed paper tape in and got a 
printout.  From College, Steve 
joined his school and was 
involved in the introduction of 
Computer Studies during his first 
year of teaching.

Steve’s retirement activities 
include being involved in a project 
with Fiona Roberts, Alumni and 
Development Manager. The 
project aims to research those 
who died in the First World War 
and whose names appear on the 
Memorial in the Chapel.
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I look forward to hearing 
from former colleagues.

Kenneth Kay 
k.kay5@btinternet.com

 1973

We had another very enjoyable 
Reunion last September, and 
our thanks go to Lynn Davies for 
inviting us to join in with their 40 
year celebrations. It was nice to 
see Liz and Ken Oliver again and 
they both looked very well. 

Others from our year at the 
reunion were Gaynor Hale, Eddie 
Lewis, John Williams (Sam) who 
is now a full time sheep-farmer, 
Dave Hadden and Chaddy who 
spend a lot of their time golfing, 
and Dave Robertson who has 
taken up road cycling with a 
group in Chester. 

Dave went to Colorado 
straight after the Reunion with 
his wife Sue, to spend time with 
their son who is working out 
there. While there, they spent 
a few days with Dewi Butler in 
Yellowstone. He lives in Park City, 
Utah and is still enjoying the 
outdoor life of rafting, climbing 
and skiing. He occasionally 
bumps into the Burgess twins.  

Sheila and Tony Nicholas had 
a great trip to Australia last year 
and intend to go again as they are 
now empty nesters. They now 
have their first grandchild, and 
as I write, they are awaiting the 
arrival of another. I have three 
grandsons and Sue and Gwil Jones 
are also going to be grandparents 
this year, so Grandparents R Us! It 
does make me feel old, so I look 
forward to September’s Reunion 
so I can revert to my younger-self 
for the weekend.

I still play golf and won 
one club knockout competition 
last year. I keep the brain cells 
working by doing the polygon, 
crosswords and Sudoku. I even 
managed to complete The Times 
cryptic crossword!

I spoke to Stephen Cooper 
recently. He hasn’t retired 
altogether. He is still working two 

days a week as Executive Principal. 
I saw Graham Holder in Buxton 
last year and apart from the grey 
hair he still looks much the same!

Teresa Gould

1981

Well it is almost 35 years since 
we left Chester College and what 
a lot has changed, no-one calls 
me ‘Taff’ anymore!  Now, as we 
head towards the end of our 
careers I thought it might be nice 
to catch up via the year notes, so 
I have volunteered to be the Year 
Secretary. Some names from the 
past spring to mind, like David 
Dutch, Gareth Usher, Janette 
Rushforth, Christine Smith, Jane 
Warner, Jane Fair where are you 
now?  Do let us know and tell us 
what is happening in your life

Lots of other names come 
to mind but there is not enough 
space to mention them here.  I 
have now moved back to Wales 
to support elderly relatives 
and so get to visit Chester 
occasionally.  Sadly, the De 
Bunsen Centre has gone and 
there are major developments 
on the Campus. You probably 
wouldn’t recognise it.  Still it was 
a great place for a group of kids 
to study and learn, and I for one 
have great memories of Chester.

I am now an author (BBC 
Bitesize Maths, Understanding 
Maths with Arthur C Clarke, Back 
to the Black: How to Get Out 
of Debt and Stay Out of Debt, 
Understanding the Numbers: 
The First Steps in Managing 
Your Money), although I took 
a BEd with Biology at College, I 
found it impossible to get a job 
teaching biology so moved into 
mathematics.  

I took another degree in 
Mathematics and Education with 
the Open University and then got 
the bug and took my Master’s 
and Doctorate.  So now I run my 
own publishing business (see 
www.graham-lawler.com and 
www.grahamlawleronline.com for 
my blog). I am a radio broadcaster 

on www.solidgoldgem.am and 
a regular on BBC radio as an 
education commentator. I also run 
a city-wide numeracy project in 
Liverpool, so it is busy, busy, busy.

So let us know what has 
happened in your life. No doubt 
we have lost some on the way and 
we need to remember them too. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Graham ‘Taff’ Lawler 
Contact via the Alumni  and 

Development Office

1986
 

This year’s Reunion will be the 
first formal celebration for an 
alumni group from the 1980s, 
so we are keen to make it a 
memorable one.  

In 2015, I was fortunate to 
be invited to the Gala Dinner 
in June, marking one of the 
final celebratory events for the 
institution’s 175th anniversary. 
There, I caught up with Gill 
Burns and David McBride and 
we formulated some ideas for 
September 2016.  

Make sure you check out the 
Alumni pages on the University’s 
website and Facebook for updates 
on the exciting event planned.  

Here are updates from some 
of the 1986 alumni. 

Lawrence Bee began 
employment as a Civil Servant 
in 1988 and currently works for 

the Department of Work and 
Pensions. He has been married 
to Diane since 1989 and his two 
children, Arran and Charlotte are 
now 25 and 23 respectively. He 
also has a grandson, Oliver born 
in May 2015. He is very much 
looking forward to seeing his 
former Chester College friends at 
the Reunion in September 2016.

Gill Keight (née Nelson) is 
now an Independent Advocate 
for people in the court setting 
and also for those vulnerable 
people who have to make major 
decisions in their lives. She has 
an 18-year-old daughter. 

Adele Thompson did a 
degree in Health and Community 
Studies at Chester, followed by a 
postgraduate diploma in Dietetics 
at Queens College, Glasgow. She 
still has links with Chester, as she 
takes student dieticians from the 
University on placement.

Gill Dolan (née Bamford) 
lives in Timperley with husband 
Shaun and their three children 
Adam (24), Luke (17) and Erin 
(15). She teaches piano and 
currently has 65 pupils ranging 
from beginners to Grade 8.

Gill Burns is in contact with 25 
alumni, including David McBride.

Anne ‘Georgie’ Shilton (née 
Firmin) has worked in the charity 
sector for 26 years and now lives 
in North East England.

Sharon Forsdyke

As usual, the Alumni and Development team would be 
very happy to receive your letters, photos, story ideas and 
obituaries for the autumn edition of The Cestrian. Could 
we kindly ask that these are received by us, no later than 
August 19, 2016? Year Notes will be featured again in the 
spring 2017 edition of the magazine.

There are still some years without a Year Note Secretary, 
so if you would like to represent your year and can’t see 
your year group listed, please get in touch with us:  
alumni@chester.ac.uk or telephone 01244 511091. 

In addition, if you have memories that you would like to 
share, need our help in finding an old friend, or would like 
to come back and visit the campus, please get in touch, 
we’d be delighted to help!



A courageous graduate has had her dreams of crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean in a rowing boat thwarted, after difficult 
conditions at sea forced her to abandon the attempt.

Olivia Wilson, who studied French and Drama and graduated 
in 2008, was one of four British women to be rescued after 
becoming stranded in the mid-Atlantic for more than 16 hours 
when their rowing boat capsized.

The all female crew was mid-way through a world record 
attempt at rowing nearly 3,000 miles across the Atlantic, from 
Gran Canaria to Barbados in under 45 days, while also raising 
money for children’s charities Barnados and Forces Children’s 
Trust. 

The crew members sent a distress signal when they were 400 
nautical miles from Cape Verde, off the coast of Africa, after their 
boat ‘Fire Ant’ had capsized several times, causing them to lose 
the oars and global positioning system and leaving them with no 
way to navigate or manoeuvre.

After managing to contact the crew on a satellite phone, the 
UK Coastguard asked them to activate an emergency beacon 
before sending a ‘mayday’ broadcast to other ships in the area.

The quartet were finally rescued by a bulk carrier on its way 
to Canada.

The crew have since returned to the UK and are reported to 
be safe and well, although disappointed that their world record 
attempt had to be abandoned.

ALUMNI VS CURRENT STUDENTS

WHO WILL WIN?
The annual Alumni vs Current Students tournaments will be returning 
this year. The dates have been confirmed as Saturday, April 23, on the 
Warrington Campus and May 28 and 29, at the Parkgate Road Campus, 
Chester. If you were part of a sports team as a student and would like 
to return to Campus to take part in the friendly tournament, please get 
in touch! The sports on offer are Football, Netball, Basketball, Futsal, 
Hockey and Rugby. If you would like to put a team together, or need 
our help in doing so, then please get in touch! 

World record attempt 
abandoned after 
boat capsizesThe Fire Ant sets sail 

from Gran Canaria.

Olivia with her team mates.

Olivia Wilson.
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