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INTRODUCTION

Katy Armitage, 
Development Manager
“I am delighted to introduce myself as your 
new Development Manager, in the DARO. My 
role focuses on fundraising and philanthropy 
across the University, working with our 

supporters, staff and alumni to ensure that any gifts have a real, 
meaningful impact. Prior to joining the University, I spent four years 
in the North West Fundraising team at Marie Curie, and have seen 
first-hand the life-changing difference that even the smallest of 
donations can make. In this edition of The Cestrian, Megan and I 
will be shining a spotlight on philanthropy here at the University, 
and showcasing how you can help make a difference to the student 
experience and beyond. I am really looking forward to speaking with 
you all, learning about your time at Chester, and working together in 
the coming months.”

Megan Kemp, 
Development Officer
“I joined the DARO in June, after working in a 
number of different charities in partnership 
and fundraising roles. As Development Officer 
in the DARO, my role is to look at the ways we 

can raise funds for awards and bursaries for students and graduates 
to access, enhancing their learning experience at the University 
and beyond. I’m really looking forward to getting to know you and 
hearing your College stories. This is my first role in Higher Education, 
and I see it as an incredible opportunity to make  a real difference to 
the student experience here at the University of Chester.”

Jen Donald
Programmes and Projects Officer
“I’ve been working on some exciting new 
projects, as well as organising our virtual 
events. Something I’ve really enjoyed is bringing 
students and graduates together through our 
Graduate Peer Mentoring pilot.”

Hayley Naldrett
Engagement Officer
“During the pandemic, I’ve been keeping our 
alumni connected via our magazines, social 
media, virtual meet-ups and email campaigns. 
If you have any memories to share, I’d love to 
hear from you.”

Amy Milton
Development and Alumni Assistant
“I’ve been doing lots of work on our digital 
archives recently. It’s been great to continue 
to receive donations for the archive during the 
pandemic, and to see lots of your photos!”

Debbie Newns
Awards and Ceremonies Co-Ordinator
“I have been co-ordinating the Testing Centre 
at the Exton Park site during the pandemic. 
It’s been a challenge at times, but I’ve really 
enjoyed it and the volunteers have been 
incredible.”

Darius Austin
Awards and Ceremonies Assistant
“I’ve been organising virtual celebrations for 
graduands whose ceremonies were postponed 
due to the pandemic, and planning for their 
rescheduled Cathedral ceremonies in 2022.”

Helena Astbury
Head of Development and Alumni Relations Office
�Hello and welcome to the 2021 edition of The Cestrian. Over the past year, the Development and Alumni Relations 
Office (DARO) has grown significantly to include not only our new Development colleagues - you can read a special 
article from them on page four - but also our Awards and Ceremonies team too, who some of you may be familiar 
with already. I know you will be excited to warmly welcome our new team members in-person when you are able 
to, however in the meantime, you can read more from the team below.”
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OUR students are the future leaders 
and change makers who, with the right 
support, have the power to make a 
real difference in the world. We are 
committed to making sure that all of 
our talented students, regardless of 
their backgrounds, are able to reach 
their full potential during their time 
with us, and beyond.

Philanthropy has played a role in our institution from the beginning 
- starting with a city subscription to support the founding of a 
College, and students volunteering their time and talent to build 
our Chapel. The giving of time and funds is part of the fabric of 
who we are, and we are delighted to share some of the ways in 
which donors are giving today, to support the next generation 
of students.

U-Law Future Lawyer Scholarship Fund
This year, the University is thrilled to be working in partnership with 
the University of Law to establish the U-Law Future Lawyer Scholarship 
Fund. This Fund is aimed at supporting young people who wish to 
pursue a career in law, but may be facing barriers that are limiting 
their opportunities.

We are delighted to announce that this year, three 
Scholarships to the value of £5,400 each, were awarded to 
two University of Chester students, and one alumnus. This 
life-changing amount will mean our students and alumni 
are able to further their studies in law, while reducing 
the financial burden of course fees and living costs.

The River Reeves Bursary
The River Reeves Foundation was established in 2016, in memory of 
River Reeves, a member of the band Viola Beach, who tragically lost 
their lives in an accident while on tour in Sweden. River’s family are 
passionate about making a difference to the lives of young people in the 
North West, and helping them to achieve their dreams within the arts.

It is with thanks to the generosity of the River Reeves 
Foundation that this year, we are able to offer this new Bursary to 
a student currently enrolled on a Music, Media or Creative Arts 
course. This marks the start of a three-year partnership, in which 
this first student will be presented with the Bursary to the value 
of £500. 

The Emma Galton Award
The Emma Galton Award was established in 2019 through the 
generous support of the Bible Study Fellowship International U.S.A. 
and the Galton family. The Award supports a current Modern 
Languages student, who wishes to study on an overseas placement in 
Costa Rica, offering them an opportunity to understand sustainable 
tourism, the role of faith and peace-making in the history and culture 
of this country.

PHILANTHROPY IN FOCUS
Katy Armitage, Development Manager and Megan Kemp, Development Officer
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As it has slowly become safer to travel abroad again, we 
were delighted to be able to disburse the Emma Galton Award to 
Modern Languages student, Sylvie Place. Sylvie received £500 to 
support her trip abroad. She was unable to travel to Costa Rica 
as originally planned, so instead visited Cuenca, a city set in the 
mountains of east-central Spain, where she was able to enhance 
her language skills and experience the local culture.

University Mission Fund
The University Mission Fund (UMF) is available to students who 
require financial support for projects and activities which reflect and 
promote the University’s Mission, Vision and Foundational Values.  This 
could include community initiatives, voluntary work and projects that 
support communities (at home or abroad), developing our students’ 
skills and helping them realise their ambitions alongside their degree. 
Up to £1,000 per project has been awarded, generously funded 
through Graduation collections.

The University Mission Fund at work…
In 2019, Kirsty Squibb (2020), who studied Social Work, received 
funding from the UMF to support a trip to Ghana, as part of her 
Social Work Internship with social enterprise, Projects Abroad. 
Kirsty was based at the Shelter for Abused Children in Osu, Accra.

Reflecting on her experience, Kirsty said: “My 
experience has allowed me to gain a better understanding 
of how faith can bring community cohesion, as well 
as allowing me to develop my skills when working 
directly with traumatised children. By recognising their 
experiences, I was able to also realise how vital education 
can be to their development and recovery from trauma. 
I would like to thank the University for assisting me in 
making my trip a success, allowing me to make a difference 
in Ghana.”

A Major Gift for Art Therapy research
In 2021, an anonymous alumni donor has gifted a sum to provide 
a research award for outstanding work undertaken in our MA Art 
Therapy course. The gift, named as the Walmsley Art Therapy Award, 
will provide £750 each year for an outstanding research project, 

benefitting students who study with on one of only 10 Art Therapy 
courses in the UK. We are delighted that in working together with the 
donor and academics so closely, this gift can be disbursed from this 
academic year 2021-22.

The ACH1EVE Fund
In 2022, we will be re-launching the ACH1EVE Fund. This Fund 
will help our students achieve even more during their time at 
the University, and help them stand out in the crowded graduate 
landscape. By supporting this Fund, you can play a part in the in the 
stories of today’s students, and tomorrow’s graduates.

The Fund will be open to all students for a wide range 
of activities and initiatives - from funding a trip to a national 
conference for a Teaching student, to funding an opportunity 
for a Music student to perform at a concert. Students can apply 
for funding starting from £500 up to £2,000, to enhance their 
development. We cannot wait to share more with you soon!

Funding an award or bursary, as an individual or an organisation, 
is an incredible way to support our current students and recent 
graduates. Our students and graduates need opportunities to 
grow their skills, expertise and connections, in order to develop 
into citizen alumni, and navigate their futures successfully, in 
these increasingly uncertain times.

You can help them achieve this. There are many ways 
in which you can help a University of Chester student or 
graduate, by giving your time, talent or by regular giving.

What is regular giving? 
Regular giving simply means giving a regular donation to support a 
cause. By choosing to give a regular monthly or annual donation, you 
will be helping our students and graduates reach their potential at the 
University and beyond.

A regular gift allows us to plan for the future and continue to 
create even more opportunities for every student who comes to 
the University today, tomorrow, and for years to come.

Find out more at www.chester.ac.uk/giving.

Make sure your details are correct…
In order for you to receive the latest updates and news from 
the DARO, please ensure that your details and preferences are 
correct by visiting our website: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni. 
Updates that you might like to provide us with could include 
providing your birth name or married surname, alternative 
names you might be known as, as well as your contact details 
and contact preferences.

We encourage you to complete the form online, 
however if you do not have internet access, you can call us 
on 01244 512816.
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YOUR LEGACY
“RECENT times have brought many of us to reflect upon our past, present 
and future. I know I have certainly had these moments, during the 
homeworking, home-schooling and homemaking, that I have had to 
combine in ways I had never imagined because of the pandemic we all 
suddenly found ourselves in. I wondered about the work I was doing, and 
whether it was the best I could do; whether in the years to come, I will know 
if I did my best, and made the best choices possible for myself and my family. 
Assurance of this came in an unexpected, but very welcome way over these 
past 18 months.“

Helena Astbury, Head of Development and Alumni Relations Office

“A little into the first lockdown, I started to get initial enquiries regarding speaking about leaving a Legacy, 
or Gifts in Wills, to the University. I was asked: “Who should I speak with? Are you the right person to speak 
to? Would you have the time to hear my story?” I had no hesitation in helping as it has always been the 
stories of our alumni which have powered the furnace of our work. I was honoured to give that time.

“It became clear, as these enquiries increased, that not only was I was going to be very busy, but also, 
that this ‘busy-ness’ was in fact the very business I was meant to be doing at this time in our University life. 
I have never worked so hard to be taken through powerful life stories of others, and I have also never been 
so honoured to hear them. That alumni would be so moved to share their story and include us in those

most personal and meaningful conversations around how they would like their affairs to be settled, and
that our institution has a place in this story, continues to be incredibly moving to me.
“It also underscored the importance of the care involved to ensure that the time, effort and 

organisation being done by alumni to realise a Legacy gift was honoured and seen through. I am now 
a member of the Institute of Legacy Management (ILM), and as such have joined a national 
community of practice of those working with Legacies across the charitable sector, so 
I can do full justice to the generosity of those of you whom I have spoken with, 
and those who may approach us in the future. 

“I have also been paying special attention to ensuring that the Legacy gifts 
we have already received represent the wishes of the donor, and wherever 
possible, ensuring their families are informed of the continuing impact these 
most personal of gifts are making, if they wish to hear from us. This term, we 
have already been able to award four generous bursaries to students, some 
who join us from that most challenging circumstance of being an asylum 
seeker or refugee – you can read more about them in the paragraph to the 
right. These were made possible by the Legacy gift of a retired member of 
staff - this really is a whole-community effort, of which I am proud, and 
immensely thankful to be part of.”

“Becoming the Legacy specialist is perhaps the most unexpected 
part of our story of the past few years, but expecting the unexpected 
has of course become something of a theme for us all! I think that is 
perhaps the beauty in pledging a Legacy; it gives certainty to you, 
our donors, as well as those you are providing for, that your part in 
the story of Chester continues - as you would expect.”

If you would like to make a difference to the next 
generation by leaving a Legacy, Helena can be contacted 

via telephone 01244 511005, or email at 
h.astbury@chester.ac.uk.
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The Impact of Legacies
Through the generosity of alumni and staff 
who have provided a gift in their Will to the 
University, we have been able to award over 
£5,000 to the following students, who have 
overcome many challenges to study with us 
at Chester:
• Abdul Saboor Afghan from Afghanistan 

- studying MSc Programme and Project 
Management

• Abdullah Dost from Afghanistan 
- studying MSc International Finance

• Grace Opeyemi from Nigeria - studying BA 
Counselling Skills and Sociology

• Christopher Ayodeji Akande from Nigeria - 
studying BA Business Studies



EVOLVINGWARRINGTON IS

WHETHER you know our Warrington site as Padgate, Warrington Collegiate Institute, North Cheshire 
College, or simply as ‘Wazza’, here in the Development and Alumni Relations Office, we recognise what 
a special place it is to so many of our alumni. Many of you are sure to have fond memories of studying 
there. With this in mind, we appreciate that many of you will be saddened to hear of the withdrawal* of 
our teaching provision from the Padgate site by summer 2022, and as valued members of our University 
community, we want to keep you posted.
The University has spent a considerable amount of time exploring what 
our current students need to thrive throughout their Higher Education 
experience, and as a result, the decision has been made to take 
learning into the heart of the Warrington community by establishing 
University Centre Warrington in the town centre. 

This new central location across two buildings (Remond House 
and in Time Square) is a positive step forward, enabling the University 
to be embedded further into the Warrington economy and providing 
strategic support that will be invaluable in the post-COVID economic 
and cultural recovery of the town. This is a fantastic opportunity 
to broaden the reach and accessibility of the University, whilst 
establishing closer connections with the communities that we serve – 
which may include you! 

While we cannot yet confirm plans for the Padgate site after 
the University has relocated, we are pleased to confirm that we are 
organising an opportunity for Padgate alumni to revisit the campus 
and celebrate the rich history of the site. We look forward to warmly 
welcoming you all back. Please keep an eye on your emails and the 
website for further updates about this future event.

If you would like to receive specific email updates regarding the 
Warrington sites, please email alumni@chester.ac.uk and we will add 
you to the mailing list.

*Police Apprenticeships will be taught from the Tucker Building for academic 
year 2022/23.

Remond House: The University has named this new building after Sarah 
Parker Remond (1826-1894), a prominent anti-slavery and women’s rights 
campaigner from America, who gave a series of lectures in Warrington.

Aerial view of Padgate.
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Please note that due to ongoing COVID restrictions, 
we are not able to arrange individual visits to any 
of our sites currently.
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Graduation Volunteering
EACH year, University staff and alumni volunteer their services at 
Graduation, providing pivotal roles in contributing to the success of our 
ceremonies. Due to multiple ceremony postponements as a result of 
the pandemic, our Awards and Ceremonies team will need more help 
than ever with our Graduation ceremonies in 2022, as thousands of 
students are honoured for their academic achievements.

Volunteering at the ceremonies is a fantastic opportunity to help 
our newest graduates celebrate the start of their alumni journey, 
as you provide support on their proudest day. If you would like to 
volunteer, or if you have any questions, please email 
graduation@chester.ac.uk. Please bear in mind that you will need to 
be available for the entire day.

Reunion 2021
We can confirm that Reunion 2021 has been postponed until 2022. 
We are still very much looking forward to celebrating with you again, 
and we cannot wait to be able to safely welcome you back on-site 
next year. This decision has been made in line with other events 
across the institution, including our Graduation ceremonies. These 
postponements are unfortunately due to the ongoing COVID 
restrictions, which are still limiting what we are able to provide both 
on-site and in the local area. 

Rest assured that we will be in touch in the New Year with further 
information via email. Please also keep an eye on our Reunion web 
page, which will be updated with all relevant details, as and when we 
have them. If you think the email address we hold for you may be out 
of date, please let us know by emailing alumni@chester.ac.uk. 

Use of University emails
Please note that if you currently have alumni access to a University 
of Chester email address, you will have received a notification that 
your account will be closed in 60 days from the date you received the 
email update. All recent graduates can continue to make use of their 
(individual student number @chester.ac.uk) for up to 18 months after 
they complete their studies. We are no longer able to extend this offer 
past 18 months due to cybersecurity requirements. This is to ensure 
that we can continue to provide the best possible service to our newest 
graduates, of which there are over 4,000 annually, as well as ensuring 
we can meet the demands of the ever-changing cyber space, in which 
your security is paramount.

UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Please note that the DARO team is currently still working from home and the 
best way to contact us is via email at alumni@chester.ac.uk.

ACH1EVE Prize - Special Commendation 
The artwork featured below is by Christopher Bunn, a current 
Fine Art student, who was shortlisted for the ACH1EVE Prize 
2021 and received a special commendation from the 
judging panel.

Speaking about the piece, Christopher said: “My artwork 
was inspired by one of my Jade house plants. The colours used 
for the leaves can be related to the human emotions of anger, 
fear, happiness and sadness. Their complementary colours 
have also been added to the branches, so that the painting 
has depth. In the centre of the painting, I have left a heart 
shape to represent that each of the emotions are connected. 
I have been painting with oil paints for a number of years, 
constantly changing my methods through experimentation 
and experience. I have found that a combination of direct oil 
painting, with a homemade medium made up of stand oil, 
varnish and turps, enabled me to work more productively - 
especially when I paint at night as my family and studies take 
up much of my time in the day.”

Artwork by Christopher Bunn.



THIS year, we have been delighted to receive some fantastic photos and pieces of memorabilia from 
you, our College era alumni. We recognise how special your time spent at College was, and we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for continuing to share your special memories with us.

Here is a selection of photos that we have recently added to our 
archives, courtesy of alumnus, Ken Morgan (1957), and Joan Fawcett, 
daughter of alumnus, Tom Parker Thornicroft (1933.)

Tom Parker Thornicroft (1933) devoted much of this time to 
Schoolboy Football, becoming a Durham County Selector. Tom had a 
renowned career in the army during the Second World War, rising to 
acting Lieutenant Colonel and serving in the Far East. Tom sadly died 
in 1999.

Alumnus Ken Morgan (1957) also kindly donated some memories 
from his time at College, over 60 years ago. As he remembered the 
‘good old days,’ Ken quipped: “Never throw anything anyway!”

FROM THE 
ARCHIVES
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Ken and friends on the steps leading from 
Fisher to main building.

Chester College Rugby Team, 1956-57. Photo donated by Ken Morgan (1957.)

Tom, pictured front row with his legs outstretched.

Ken and pals, enjoying drinks at the George and Dragon in Chester.

Chester College Rowing Crew - Tom is pictured third from the left.

Chester College Football Team – photo includes Walter Winterbottom, 
England Football Manager 1946-62, standing to the right of Tom, who is on 
the back row, third from the right.



YEAR NOTES
Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of time and effort to gather 
information on their fellow former students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that specific medical conditions and other 
personal details are only included if the person being mentioned has given 
their permission for the information to be published. 

Where reports have been significant in length, these have been abridged in 
order to accommodate information from all those submitted.

10          The Cestrian 2021

1952

In response to my email and 
letter, I have received replies 
from: Arthur Bessell; Roger 
Henthorne; George Hurst; Stan 
Proud; Doug Rowley (via his 
daughter) and Phil Dale-Jones 
(via his son.) Arthur Bessell has 
met with Harry Oakley (1951) 
in his apartment block, and is 
now good friends with him. 
Roger Henthorne is resuming 
his church and social activities, 
and he hopes to go to France 
in his motor home. George 
Hurst’s wife, Ivy, is in a respite 
home; Stan Proud is well and still 
managing activities; Paul Bearne 
was sent his BEd certificate; Doug 

Rowley is in a respite home and 
Phil Dale- Jones’ wife is also in a 
home. I have had communication 
from George Teare in New 
Zealand, where he and his wife, 
Pam, are unfortunately not in 
good health.

Personally, I spent my 
working life in Primary Education 
in Kent and Essex, finishing up 
with a headship in Essex. Since 
taking early retirement in 1989, 
I spent 20 years room guiding in 
Attingham Park (National Trust).

Ken Wyatt

1953

Sadly, once again COVID has 
robbed us of Reunion, which 
for us, would have marked the 
70th anniversary of our arrival 
at Chester. Perhaps, as we are all 
now in our 90s, not many would 
have been able to make it, but 
it would have been pleasant to 
have had the opportunity.

First thoughts are with Alan 
Nicholls, whose wife, Irene, 
sadly passed away in July after 
a long illness.  Life is not always 
easy on your own, as I and 
Norman Roberts know only 
too well. We join the other 15 
survivors, whose joint list of 
medical problems is par for the 

age group. Some are still driving, 
though usually shorter distances, 
like John Herbert. Peter 
Sambrook still lives in Norfolk, 
but relies on family for driving 
him around. 

It is good to note that some 
remain in very good health, 
like George Holland and Dave 
Peet. COVID has stopped 
George’s private piano tuition 
and he is very keen for those 
days to return. Dave has now 
been retired for more years 
than he taught, whilst for most 
retirement has been 30 years 
plus. Brian Kenworthy manages 
his blindness very well and 
apart from that states that he 
is: “Disgustingly healthy!” He 
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doesn’t even use a walking stick, 
unlike several, including Stuart 
Osborne and myself, who praise 
their value. Alan McQueen has 
three nurses to care for him daily 
and Lew Reece is fine in the care 
home in St Helens.  

Gill Holt is the only alum 
I can find who still manages a 
few holes of golf regularly. Eric 
Henderson’s joy used to be 
watching Newcastle United, but 
he has lost that interest and I 
guess that most, like me, watch 
their football, cricket etc on 
the TV.  Dave Tipper is a great 
survivor, having overcome being 
knocked down by a car and a 
bout of food poisoning!  

Our two men on the Isle 
of Man, Norman Roberts and 
Alan Crowther, have not left 
the island for some years now. 
Don Hitchcock and I recently 
discovered that we followed 
similar paths in the army, based 
at the same camps etc. Both 
of us originally wanted to join 
the RAF, having been in the Air 
Training Corps, but were rejected 
for flight crew due to our 
eyesight. We still have problems 
with eyesight now!

Best wishes to all. Keep safe 
and stay in touch.

Alwyn Peel

1957 and 1958

There are still a few of us able 
to answer the roll call, all in our 
middle or top eighties, one even 
over 90, but still young at heart. 
They include Brian Martland, 
Colin Hunt, Dave Walker, Keith 
Rowles, Malcolm Burrill, Mike 
Duffield, Peter Noden, Ray Hills, 
John Slee, Ray Thomas and 
Eric Bolton. Simon Nanson has 
dropped off the radar. I also 
regret to say that Mike Stevens 
sadly passed away in May.

We are among the last of 
the students of Chester when it 
was a two-year teacher training 

college, one of many dotted 
around the country. The total in 
our two years was about 160, 
almost all living in Astbury and 
Fisher. Most of us were aged 
20 or older, having had to do 
National Service in the Army or 
the RAF before College. That was 
an education in itself and gave 
us a lot in common. We were 
all wartime children and mostly 
products of the grammar schools 
set up by the 1944 Education Act. 
In many ways we were lucky. We 
grew up with rationing, shortages 
in many things (cue violins or 
Vera Lynn), but by the time we 
were College-bound, life had 
been improving dramatically. 

In all our many different 
ways, we did our jobs in 
Education well. Most of us rose 
to senior positions, including 
headships, some a lot higher. 
Those I’m certain of include the 
following: Peter Noden became 
Senior Advisor for Primary 
Education in Trafford and an 
Ofsted inspector; Mike Stevens 
moved to London and became 
Principal Youth Officer with 
the Inner London Education 
Authority, working in County 
Hall, being awarded MBE - he 
was made a Freeman of the City 
of London in 2013; Professor 
Eric Bolton rose to the very 
top - in 1983 he became Senior 
Chief Inspector of Schools for 
England and Wales. He was also 
honoured with a CB. Not bad for 
a Wigan lad!

Ken Morgan
kenmorgs@gmail.com

Mid Year 1958-59

Throughout lockdown, I have 
kept in touch by phone or email 
with quite a few year members. 
Roger Goldsmith reports that life 
during lockdown on Guernsey 
remained fairly normal, but at 
one stage the island’s borders 
were closed during a mandatory 

14-day self-isolation period, with 
severe fines for non-compliance. 
Boats carried no passengers, 
only freight, and there was one 
emergency flight each day to 
Southampton for those needing 
medical treatment.  

Kathy and Gordon Bell, who 
met at College, were married 
in 1963. For their ‘mini-moon’ 
they toured studio potters in 
Somerset, Devon and Cornwall, 
including the famous Leach 
Pottery at St Ives, purchasing 
a pot from each studio to start 
a collection. Sixty years on, 
Gordon is preparing to curate 
an exhibition of Bernard Leach’s 
influence on British Studio 
Ceramics for the North York 
Moors National Park. 

Mike Spencer has had his 
hands full with Charlie, an eight-
month old Westie puppy, who 
has dug up £17 worth of prize 
pansies, chewed up two pairs of 
Yolande’s shoes, and torn about a 
ton of various pieces of paper. On 
the daily walk he keeps Charlie 
on a short leash! 

Dave Dixson is glad that 
three of his jazz bands have 
begun regular sessions again. 
His principal band, Merseysippi, 
is negotiating a return to the 
Liverpool Cricket Club. He says 
it is good to be back in church 
playing for the congregation, 
even if they are few in number 
and, until recently, unable to sing.

Jim Martland reports that 
he has rediscovered woodwork, 
making equipment for his 
daughter’s workshop, reviving 
tired chairs and tables, a shed 
and garden furniture. He also 
sent me a recent photo of himself 
canoeing off the coast of Wales! 

Charles Leather was glad 
when restrictions eased and his 
weekly breakfast group started up 
again. John Timson continues to 
post from his extensive archive on 
Facebook. John Karran received 
scores (possibly hundreds) 
of birthday good wishes on 

Facebook from his former pupils 
at Norton Priory Comprehensive, 
Runcorn. Neville Parry used 
lockdown to practice his piano 
skills (presumably while Jason was 
out of the caravan!) Alan Smith 
has attended his first beloved 
Manchester United match. 

I have also been in touch 
with Paul Chesters, George 
Casewell, Graham Martin, Alun 
Edwards, Dane Young, Susan 
Harada, Gwen Burns, Barbara 
Herdman and Natalie Collins, all 
of whom send best wishes.

Rod Hunt

Mid Year 1961

2021 marks the 60th anniversary 
of our departure from Chester. 
Little knowing then that in 60 
years’ time, we would have been 
experiencing recent events!

In July 2019, Harry 
Thomason sadly died in his sleep 
in Bowness, Windemere. He 
had a very distinguished career 
at Salford and Loughborough 
Universities, where he eventually 
became Senior Pro Vice 
Chancellor (1987-1991.) I also 
report the death of Gwyn Evans, 
who died in January 2020. He 
had been to Chester with Ian 
Cleland in 2019 to receive his 
Honorary Degree. Sadly, Ian 
himself suffered a crushing blow, 
when his son, Graeme, died of 
COVID-19 in an ICU. Mid Year 
1961 alumni have been relatively 
unscathed, although John 
Sutcliffe and Margaret contracted 
the virus in 2020. They are now 
recovered and recently met up 
for lunch with Lawrie Cooke and 
his wife. 

Bill Ainslie and Mike 
Hutchinson have both informed 
me that they and their wives are 
now in sunnier climes. Harold 
Hinchliffe now has the company 
of his recently retired GP son, 
who lives quite close to him in 
Swarland, Northumberland. 
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Brian Hall has just had a 
pacemaker fitted and tells me he 
is hoping to enrol on a course on 
‘Greek in the New Testament’ - a 
topic, which leads to the news 
that retired clergyman Stephen 
Sandham of Shincliffe, Durham, 
has been taking some services 
for his successor. 

Richard Skerritt, who likes 
to bake, still lives independently 
near King’s Lynn, but is 
supported by his two daughters. 
Keith Hayhurst, a keen and 
extremely knowledgeable 
cricket historian, and myself 
have recently exchanged 
correspondence about a very 
old Cricket team photograph I 
discovered.  John Broadhurst, 
who lives near Bridport, 
Somerset, has been busy with his 
extensive garden. 

In August, I visited Ian 
Manship at his Harrogate 
apartment. He is rather frail and 
his short-term memory is not 
good, but he did recognise me. 
He could also remember names 
and events from his Chester 
days. In late October, I am 
travelling to the North West and 
plan to meet Richard Lawson for 
lunch, after he has been on his 
weekly Saturday Fun Run.

I am also pleased to 
report that recent searches 
and correspondence have led 
to contacts with Bob Carr in 
Pontefract, Bernard Abbott in 
Winscombe, Avon and Lawrence 
Whiting in Thailand.

Eric H Draper
janric.bleeberry@btinternet.com

1965

Since our last event at Chester, 
the Alumni Honorary Degree 
Ceremonies of September 2019, 
we have been unable to meet 
due to the pandemic - frustration 
for all concerned! However, once 
restrictions were eased, Pam and 
I were caravanning near Chester, 

and by kind invitation, enjoyed 
a very pleasant lunch with Mike 
and Angela Perkins in their back 
garden, in Ellesmere Port. They 
are back in Greece now, and 
assure me they are safe from 
the flames, but having to endure 
temperatures well over 40 
degrees. I also heard that Harold 
and Jill Williams have been able 
to return to their holiday home 
in Provence. 

There is mixed news from 
Canada: Bill Donkin’s wife, 
Barbara, died earlier this year 
after struggling with Alzheimer’s. 
She and I were colleagues at the 
same school, and some of the 
(few) remaining staff planning 
to meet up and share a few 
reminiscences, which I can pass 
on to Bill. On a brighter note, 
Dick (Richie) Howard got in touch 
to say he had the pleasure of 
meeting Canada’s victorious 
ladies soccer team, the Golden 
Girls.

During a bout of lockdown 
insomnia, the idea came to me to 
write some memoirs of my early 
life in Biddulph, a mining area 
of North Staffordshire. Having 
circulated it to College contacts, 
I have been very pleasantly 
surprised at the responses. Sue 
Mallard (1966) suggested I send 
it to my old primary school, 
which produced an invitation 
to visit and talk to the children 
there. COVID has delayed this, 
but I am eagerly looking forward 
to it in the Autumn. Carole 
Froude (1966), who married the 
College French Assistant, Jean-
Pierre Durix, sent me out of the 
blue a beautifully bound copy of 
my piece, complete with marbled 
cover and gold lettering on the 
spine. She and her husband have 
taken up bookbinding during 
retirement.

Best wishes to all.

Colin Rodgers
colinandpamrodgers@gmail.com
 

1969

I sincerely hope you are all 
keeping well and safe during this 
ongoing pandemic. I’m really 
saddened that we couldn’t 
have a Reunion for the second 
year running, for these reasons. 
Should any of you have been 
adversely affected in any way, my 
thoughts and prayers are with 
you and your families.

The PE WhatsApp group has 
entertained me throughout the 
year. They’re a splendid gang, 
and my thanks goes to them, 
during what has been a difficult 
year for me.

Unfortunately, I’ve not heard 
from anyone in my year, other 
than, so extremely sadly, news 
from Gwen Thompson, of the 
passing of her husband, Peter, 
whom she met at College in 
1966. Peter was the year above 
us, and, with me, valiantly 
served on the Alumni Executive 
for over 25 years. He spoke at 
our Reunion in 2016, and took 
all those photos including our 
year group. Whenever we had 
meetings, we often ‘walked the 
walls’ afterwards, sharing many 
anecdotes.

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Gwen and all the family.

Geoffrey Mackenzie

1970

The widespread effects of the 
pandemic have understandably 
reduced our activities, so 
consequently my Year Notes 
are quite slim. John Astbury 
(Prenton, Wirral,) David 
Hutchinson (Nailsea, Bristol) 
and John Watts (Barrnsley, West 
Yorkshire) faithfully sent their 
annual greetings at Christmas. 
Leslie Wheedon has recently 
moved to more manageable 
premises in Lancaster. She 
explained to me how she has 
always wanted to live nearer the 

sea, and now Morecambe is just 
five miles away. 

Keith Morrison is in his 22nd 
year of living in Macau (South-
East China). He is currently 
prevented by the pandemic from 
leaving Macau or getting back 
again - border controls make 
it impossible, so he has now 
had over 700 consecutive days 
existing in tiny Macau without a 
break. He tells me he feels very 
safe, with not a single virus-
related death and only 55 cases 
of the virus since February of last 
year. He believes he is in one of 
the safest places in the world. At 
73 years old, he is still working 
full time as the Vice-Rector of the 
University of Saint Joseph, but is 
beginning to think of retiring or 
becoming part-time next year. He 
is still busy writing and his 19th 
book (on education) is due to be 
published later this year. Keith 
concluded his news with the 
message: “If I can get to 20 books 
before I ‘pop my clogs’, then I’ll 
be quite happy!”

My very best wishes to all 
the 1970 members and if this 
year’s notes hit a memory chord, 
then please get in touch. My 
contact list is still quite small, 
so I would be delighted to hear 
from you with a summary of 
your career, or an update of your 
recent news.

Kelvin Young
kelvinyoung@kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk

1971

I was sorry to hear from the 
DARO that the Reunion in 
September this year had to 
be postponed. I understand 
perfectly why this decision was 
made. This Reunion would have 
been particularly significant for 
1971 leavers, since it would mark 
50 years since leaving Chester 
College. Let’s hope nothing stops 
us from meeting up in 2022!
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As you would expect, there 
is little else to report. I remain 
in regular contact with Elizabeth 
Carmichael (née Skinner,) and 
have also been in touch with 
Susan Jude (née Heaton,) Janet 
Courtney (née Mawdsley,) 
Susannah Werakso and Howard 
Harris. Hopefully we can all meet 
up in Chester next year.

I have recently moved from 
Sanderstead, South Croydon to 
Witney in Oxfordshire, having 
spent the last 13 years looking 
after my Mum. I would be 
delighted to hear from any 1971 
leavers or, even better, call on 
me if you are in the Cotswolds. 
My new address is: Tenterhooks, 
2 Crawley Road, Witney, 
Oxfordshire, OX28 1HS.

If you plan to come to the 
2022 Reunion, please let me 
know in the next few months.  
If not, I would still be pleased 
to hear from you and add your 
news to the next edition of 
The Cestrian.

Susan Hector
susanhector@btinternet.com

07717 741555

1972

John Goode taught in London 
between 1972 and 1989. He 
graduated in History from 
the University of London in 
1977. By the mid-1980s, John 
was teaching PE and Maths, 
having retrained with the Open 
University. He moved to Norfolk 
in 1989 and continued teaching 
there, as well as working within 
the pastoral system. During this 
time, John also gained an MA in 
Education. He retired in 2012, 
but continued to work part-time 
until 2018. John says: “Having 
been involved in a lot of sport, I 
continue to enjoy a game of golf.”

Tom Spencer left Chester 
in 1973 and did a year as an 
English Assistant in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. That year became 

three, and eventually a full-time 
job in a local sixth-form state-run 
grammar school - a job he stayed 
in until he retired in 2010. During 
this time, Tom wrote a 350-page 
tome, The Golden Grammar 
Book, which - nearly 40 years 
later - now has sales approaching 
70,000. He met his Swiss wife 
and fellow teacher in 1995, while 
on a walking tour in Iceland - it 
turned out that they had lived 
500m apart in Lausanne for 
many years! Tom adds: “Our 
21-year-old son trained as a 
photographer but, unemployed, 
got involved in supply teaching 
during the pandemic, thoroughly 
enjoyed it, and may now have his 
eye on a teaching career.”

Next year will be the 50th 
anniversary of most of us leaving 
Chester College. Hopefully by 
then, Reunions will be able to 
resume on campus. Following 
our highly successful Reunion in 
2019, it would be good to meet 
again to celebrate this special 
anniversary. Do get in touch if 
you have any ideas for a reunion, 
or would like to help with the 
planning.

In the meantime, it is always 
good to hear your news and 
share with others in our year 
group.

Kenneth Kay
k.kay5@btinternet.com

1973

Liz and Ken Oliver are fine and 
have pottered at home like 
most of us, doing the jobs that 
could not be put off any longer. 
One of their daughters caught 
COVID-19 at the end of term. 
Sheila and Tony have not had 
the virus, but their daughter, 
after teaching throughout the 
pandemic, also tested positive at 
the end of term, along with some 
of their grandchildren. Although 
Tony is well physically, he has 
been diagnosed with vascular 

dementia, so struggles with 
communication. Their family 
continues to grow, with two 
more grandchildren expected by 
October. That will bring the total 
to eight. What a Christmas party 
they can have!

I have spoken to Carol (née 
Dickinson.) She is well in herself, 
but did have a fall a while ago. 
Although she can walk around, 
she suffers from arthritis in 
her knees, so has had a stairlift 
installed. She and Alan managed 
a trip to Bridlington, although 
a wheelchair was needed, they 
enjoyed the break.

Dave Robertson has been 
on another cycling trip and had 
a brief stop off in Buxton. I was 
going to take him some cake, 
but I am reliably informed that 
he stocks up on all the cakes on 
their rest breaks! Dave and Sue 
also now have a granddaughter, 
Summer, born in August.

I still go golfing and went to 
Llandudno last week to play a 
couple of courses nearby. The 
weather was glorious but it’s 
getting harder to play two days 
in a row. It was good to be able 
to get away as foreign travel 
is not on the agenda yet. I am 
trying to continue learn Italian 
via Duolingo, but hopefully our 
Italian classes will resume soon.

I haven’t heard of any 
COVID-19 fatalities from our 
cohort, but sadly I have heard of 
the sad loss of Steve Pulford this 
year, a result of complications 
from surgery. He was always 
present at the College Reunions.

I hope everyone stays 
safe and hopefully our College 
Reunions will happen again soon.

Teresa Gould (née Kawecki)
gouldteresa51@gmail.com

1973

I attended a most memorable, 
celebratory Reunion weekend in 
September 2019, where so many 

of us had gathered together after 
all those decades for the Alumni 
Honorary Degree Ceremonies. 
To be awarded an Honorary BEd 
Degree at the grand age of 67 
to me was simply magical, with 
all the pomp and ceremony that 
encompassed that Saturday. 
My love of teaching is still in 
my blood and I am still actively 
employed by my county of 
Carmarthenshire, where my 
focus is very much teaching and 
working closely with pupils of 
all ages.

One of the most exciting, but 
equally as challenging efforts, 
was to try and recognise the 
sea of 1973 faces. I eagerly sat 
with my old College friends of 
yesteryear, chattering excitedly 
as we all awaited the procession 
and service to commence, in that 
beautifully preserved old Chapel, 
where I once sang my favourite 
Christmas carol as a soloist – 
which I still love to tenderly 
perform with my current church 
choir. I scanned across all those 
now much older faces, seated in 
the pews, all uniformly capped 
and gowned.  But, recognising 
former friends was a difficult 
exercise, and putting names to 
those faces was even more so! 
But, when we did, we exclaimed: 
“Are you Rob? You must be Sue! 
Do you remember me? Mary!” 
When we guessed correctly, we 
were euphoric, and it shot us 
a second of joy for recognising 
each other from all those years 
ago!

This now brings me to my 
final paragraph and a somewhat 
reflective one. I have just talked 
about certain faces we still 
managed to remember from 
yesteryear, which still stood the 
test of time. One such person 
was, and now sadly, the late 
lecturer and ambassador, Stan 
France, whom we all remember 
so fondly and of which his rich 
tapestry of life as a prominent 
educator you have illuminated 
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highly in your previous Cestrian 
edition. He would have touched 
the hearts of so many across 
these decades, as he was truly 
very approachable and down 
to earth. 

Happy sweet memories of 
those times and everyone at 
Chester College, and may the 
place continue to reign bright 
and as a continued beacon of 
excellence for all who lead, work 
and study there, for decades 
to come.

Mary A Walnycki

1975

September, 50 years ago: The 
Tams were on Top of the Pops 
singing, ‘Hey Girl! Don’t Bother 
Me’ and we were new students 
at Chester College of Education, 
walking through the doors at the 
Porters’ Lodge to sign in. Jean 
Hawley recalls her first day in 
Astbury, where she met Carole 
Hutcheson and Elaine Hickson 
in the corridor - she remains 
close friends with them and Julia 
Davies to this day. Sue Unitt and 
Louise Richardson had been at 
school together and both lived in 
Catherine House in the second 
year. Sadly, both are widowed 
now, but have remained good 
friends and are busy with 
grandchildren. Jan Crosbie fondly 
remembers the Deva Mile pub 
crawls and oh yes, a bit of work! 
She has six children, ranging from 
46 to 23, and 12 grandchildren 
to keep her busy, along with 
ballooning and some volunteer 
work.

Looking back after 50 years, 
it seems Chester College was 
a place which forged lasting 
friendships, shaping us and 
giving us great memories. Maybe 
we had a few more restrictions 
to contend with than students 
of today, but usually we found 
ways around them. The students 
of the last two years have had 

so much more to deal with and 
have lost so much socially. I know 
we all feel for them.

Sadly, we have lost some 
College friends in recent years 
– I am thinking of Nick Duffy, 
Loraine Netherton and in August, 
Keith Smith (Smiler.) There may 
be others we have not had notice 
of, but 50 years on it is worth 
taking a moment to remember 
friends from that time, those no 
longer with us and those who 
are, as bright young hopefuls, 
just starting life’s big adventure. 

Jean Hurst

1977

Let’s take no news as good news 
for all years 1976 to 1978. As 
almost everyone is close to, or 
has reached, retirement age this 
year, I am requesting each one 
of you simply contact me via 
email at ejfkaiser@yahoo.co.uk 
or ejfkaiser@gmail.com, so I can 
update where you are and what 
you are up to. There is also a 
Google Document in the making 
which I would like to share with 
you, with WhatsApp to follow. 
The Facebook group Memory 
Lane @ Chester College remains 
confined to bona fide alumni.

A lot of changes for us all 
moving forward, so I shall not 
dwell on COVID or the health 
issues associated with advancing 
age! I’ll look forward to our next 
Reunion at Chester, but hope to 
hear from everyone so we can 
arrange a virtual reunion or two 
in the meantime.

Please keep or get in touch, 
and stay safe.

Janet Kaiser

1986

Another year on and still no 
stewarding at Graduations, no 
meeting friends at Binks and no 
Reunion. But there have been 

video calls with Pat Ransome 
(1972), Kenneth Kay (1972) and 
Sue Carmichael (1966), a virtual 
Christmas panto, a birthday party 
and Skype quizzes with my 
year group. 

I continued following 
Morning Prayer on Facebook 
Live. Then just after my pal Gilly 
died, I felt the need to be in 
Chapel; it was a special place 
for us during College and I drew 
comfort from Canon Rev Dr Peter 
Jenner’s words. A week later Pat 
joined us. She had recently lost a 
College friend, Peter Thompson 
(1968.) 

The last WOW service 
before summer break took place 
outside Chaplaincy House. It was 
an evening of Mediterranean 
heat and in our socially distanced 
circle, I met student Emily 
(from Tuesday Craft Group) and 
reconnected with staff members 
Alison Upton and Vicky Jenner, 
as the Rev Dr Lesley Cooke joined 
online.  These slow steps were 
helping to make the cautious 
journey back to familiar activities 
easier. In August, Pat, Ken and I 
met at Little Budworth Country 
Park for a picnic. That led me, 
Pam and Chris Green, Lawrence 

Bee and Adele Thompson to 
meet at Blackpool’s Stanley Park 
on a grey Saturday for a picnic, 
where we remembered our 
friend, Gilly. 

So what of the future? 2023 
will be the 40th anniversary 
of our year group starting at 
Chester. If you would like to be 
involved, please email me at 
sharonlforsdyke@gmail.com.

In view of this, I will change 
from Year Secretary 1986, to 
Year Secretary 1983 Starters. Gill 
Burns will take on the role of Year 
Secretary 1982 Starters. If you 
want to be involved with their 
40th Reunion, please contact Gill 
at burnsgillian@hotmail.com.

Those who attended the 
50 Years of Women event at 
the University in June 2013 
may remember my intention to 
collate a book of diary and letter 
extracts from students during 
their time at Chester. It is my 
intention to revisit this project in 
2022, with a view to publication 
in 2023. If you would like to 
contribute please email me at 
sharon@sparklewithwords.co.uk.

 
Sharon Forsdyke

YEAR NOTES
The 2022 edition of The Cestrian will again feature 
Year Notes from our Year Secretaries. So that we can
include everyone’s news, please could we request 
that submissions are kept to a maximum of 350 
words, and are received by us no later than August 
26, 2022. We recommend that Year Notes are 
emailed to thecestrian@chester.ac.uk so that we can 
acknowledge receipt.



CESTRIANS 
REMEMBERED
The University was saddened to receive obituaries for 
the following alumni and staff this year. Please note 
that these are presented in date order of alumni year.
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Arthur Amos Matthews
1916

Arthur Amos Matthews was a 
true Salopian in every sense 
of the word. He was born at 
Edgton, near Bishops Castle, in 
Shropshire on December 10, 
1893. He was educated for seven 
years at Dorrington Church of 
England School and left at the 
age of 13 to attend Betton House 
School for two years. After this, 
Arthur undertook various pupil 
teacher placements.  

Throughout his school 
life, Arthur bore a blameless 
character, and his industry and 
ability were very much marked. 
He was a member of Dorrington 
Church Choir. He was a thorough 
Churchman, and in his home, 
a dutiful and loving son and 
brother.

On October 4, 1914, 
Arthur Matthews applied for a 
scholarship at Chester College. 
The Vicar of Dorrington (The 
Revd C F Wayne, MA) wrote 
a testimonial of the highest 
praise to the Principal of the 

then Chester College. From 
January to December 1914, 
he was an Assistant Master at 
Ludlow School. Mr Diggle, the 
Headmaster, wrote a glowing 
reference and said he would 
be “a credit to his College 
at Chester, as he showed 
considerable ability.”

In 1925, Arthur took up the 
Headship of Worfield School. 
Arthur, whose service in the 
First World War as a Trooper 
in the Shropshire Yeomanry, 
and subsequently as a Private 
in the King Shropshire Light 
Infantry, must have increased his 
sensitivity to the beauty of the 
rural environment in Worfield, 
and he was inevitably in 
sympathy with this philosophy. 

Dr John Turnock

Arthur passed away in 1982 
in Poole, Dorset. Dr Turnock 
published this article in his local 
parish magazine and we have 
republished here for Cestrians to 
enjoy.

John William Arthurson
1942

John William Arthurson was 
born in Lancashire on October 2, 
1922. He started his schooling in 
Widnes, then moved to Cheshire 
at the age of five, after his father 
was appointed Headmaster of 
Halton Grammar School. Aged 
11, John moved to Runcorn 
County Secondary School, and at 
17, entered Chester College to 
train as a teacher. 

In 1940, John joined 
the Liverpool University Air 
Squadron, volunteered for 
Aircrew and was called into the 
Royal Air Force in June 1942 to 
train as a Navigator. His crew 
was chosen to join a Pathfinder 
Squadron, No 97 Squadron, 
operating Lancaster aircraft. His 
first operational flight was the 
night of December 16/17, 1943 
- returning from Berlin, the crew 
had to bail out of their Lancaster 
over Bourne, Lincolnshire, due 
to heavy fog covering the airfield 
and a shortage of fuel leaving 
them unable to divert. John’s 

crew survived that night, known 
as ‘Black Thursday.’  John was 
then posted to India, where he 
completed over 200 flights. John 
left the Far East by troop ship 
in July 1946, having amassed 
1,642 hours of flight time. He 
was offered a commission if he 
wished to serve longer, but he 
elected to resume his chosen 
career in teaching.

He completed his training 
at Chester College and started 
teaching in Cheshire. He then 
moved to Winchester, and then 
to a National Children’s Home 
School in Lancashire, as Deputy 
Headmaster. He gained his 
diploma in Education and then 
spent four years in Germany, 
at the headquarters of the 
British Army of the Rhine at 
Rheindahlen, before becoming 
Head of Queen’s Lower 
Comprehensive School. 

He moved to Norfolk in 1954 
and opened a school in King’s 
Lynn for children with learning 
difficulties. Shortly after the War, 
he had married his first wife, 
Doreen, with whom he had a 



16          The Cestrian 2021

son, Clive. Sadly, Doreen died in 
1980. John retired in the summer 
of 1983 and in the same year, 
married his second wife, Diana. 
He passed away peacefully, 
aged 98.

John leaves behind his wife 
Diana, son Clive, grandchildren 
Catherine, David and Jacquie, 
and great grandchildren, Oscar 
and Bella.

Catherine Jackson 
(née Arthurson)

Leslie Blease
1955

Leslie Blease attended Chester 
College from 1953 to 1955, and 
died aged 92, in October 2019. 
Fond of his time at Chester, he 
was a member of the Football 
and Badminton teams, and 
regularly attended Reunions.

Brought up in Mochdre, he 
attended Abergele Grammar 
School, then Bangor University 
for a period, before being 
conscripted to the Army. He 
worked for the Post Office 
Engineers before deciding to 
train as a teacher. He recounted: 
“During my final year, my old 
Geography mistress had become 
a School Inspector for Kingston-
Upon-Hull, and assured me 
that she would make certain 
that I went to a good school. 
This promise was also for Joan 
Williams, my future wife, who 
was a teacher in Llandudno. After 
our wedding in August 1955, we 
left for Hull. What a contrast - it 
was as flat as a pancake, no hills 
and in the winter bitterly cold 
when the east wind blew in from 
the North Sea.”

After 18 months, he gained 
a post at his old school, Conway 
Road in Colwyn Bay.  He later 
became Deputy Head, and then 
Headmaster at Ysgol Cystenyn 
in Mochdre, taking early 
retirement, aged 61.

A great organiser, he 
arranged school trips and 
holidays to destinations at home 

and abroad. He also ran Mochdre 
Youth Club, organised five-a-side 
competitions on Colwyn Bay 
pier, was a Special Constable, 
and also a Freemason, becoming 
Master of Penmaenmawr Lodge 
in 1988. He was a Member of 
Côr Meibion Maelgwn and the 
North Wales Provincial Choir, and 
played the piano.

His great passion was 
golf, excelling as a player and 
organising Junior Golf, both 
at club and national level, 
holding posts with the Welsh 
Golfing Union. He was a former 
President of the Caernarfonshire 
and District Golfing Union, and 
the North Wales Counties Golf 
Association.

He leaves his widow 
Joan, three children, four 
grandchildren and one great 
grandson.

Eifion Blease

Mike Stevens MBE
1957

Mike came to Chester College 
in 1955, after National Service 
in the Army. His posting was 
Berlin, even sometimes guarding 
Rudolph Hess. At College, he and 
I were neighbours on first floor 
Fisher and became long-standing 
friends. Mike was Secretary of 
the Rowing Club, and was the 
cox, gaining his full colours. 
Somewhere mention is made 
of him running the tuck shop, 
situated in the building opposite 
Fisher, then lecture rooms.

A Bolton lad, Mike 
returned to the area to teach. 
He gravitated into the youth 
side of education. In 1960, he 
married Coral, a Chester girl, and 
honoured me by the request 
to be his best man. I still have 
a photograph of us in our glad 
rags. Unfortunately, Coral was 
not in the best of health, and 
died in 2007. To the end, Mike 
kept in touch with his Chester-
area relatives. 

In 1969, Mike moved to Kent 

as Assistant County Youth Officer. 
Ten years later, he transferred to 
London and worked for the Inner 
London Education Authority 
(ILEA) in County Hall, first as 
Deputy Principal Youth Officer, 
then as Principal until 1990, 
when the ILEA was abolished. 
During this time, he served on a 
number of national and regional 
committees, and chaired a panel 
for the British Youth Council. His 
MBE came in 2010, for Services 
to Education. In 2013, Mike was 
made a Freeman of the City of 
London, the ceremony being 
held at the Guildhall. One of his 
regrets in life was that he never 
had the opportunity of driving 
his sheep over London Bridge.

We resumed written contact 
in the early 2000s. By this time, 
Mike lived in Maidstone, had 
retired, was a school governor, 
and active in charity work and 
the Masons. We met a couple 
of times, including a lunch in 
Canterbury. In 2011, he married 
Ann, who was with him when 
he died in Maidstone Hospital, 
in May 2021. He’d had a good 
innings, had coxed a good race.

Ken Morgan

Canon Professor 
John W Bull
1966

My father attended Chester 
College between 1963 and 
1966, subsequently he moved 
to work in London, teaching 
in Notting Hill and Chelsea. A 
brief period, from which he 
had some interesting stories 
of when classroom behaviour 
was somewhat different to the 
present. 

In 1967-68, he sat new 
A-Levels, whilst also teaching 
at night school and covering 
costs selling newspapers at 
Victoria Station. He gained a 
place at Cardiff, University of 
Wales, graduating with first 
class honours in 1971. In doing 
so, he won the Page Prize with 

the highest recorded marks in 
Engineering. This was followed 
by a PhD in Civil Engineering, 
submitted the last day of 
September of 1974 in order to 
marry my mother the following 
day. 

He obtained Chartered 
Engineer status whilst working 
at Durham County Council, and 
then followed an academic 
career at Newcastle University. 
In 2002, he was awarded a 
DSc for his ‘significant original 
contribution and having 
established an authoritative 
international standing in Civil 
Engineering.’ He was appointed 
Professor of Civil Engineering and 
Head of Department at Brunel 
University, and subsequently at 
Northumbria University, finally 
retiring in 2018. He continued 
to work and publish as Emeritus 
Professor until his death.

In parallel to his academic 
career, he maintained his 
commitment to the Church of 
England, becoming Chair of the 
Diocesan Synod, and later the 
Diocesan Education Board. He 
also served nationally, for 20 
years, on the General Synod. 
He was appointed a lay Canon 
of St Nicholas Cathedral in the 
Newcastle Diocese in 2010, in 
recognition of his service.

Whilst he achieved a great 
many professional Fellowships 
and maintained a passion for 
education at all levels (he had 
been a school governor and 
chair for more than 20 years,) I 
felt that he was most proud of 
being awarded a degree in the 
summer of 2019 at the University 
of Chester. Perhaps squaring 
the circle and representing an 
opportunity to celebrate all that 
he had achieved.

John died peacefully after a 
short illness, survived by his wife, 
Sonia, and son, Jonathan.

Jonathan Bull
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Maurice Nicholas Poole
1966

After leaving college, Nick taught 
in Grimsby, where his daughters, 
Nicola, Lisa and Kimberley 
were born. Originally from the 
Manchester area, he returned in 
1972, teaching for a short time 
in Wythenshawe, before joining 
Manchester Grammar School, 
where he had been educated 
himself, becoming Captain of 
rugby and athletics in his  
final year.

His return to his roots also 
saw him establish a home with 
his partner, Judy - she was to 
offer him huge support, not least 
in providing food for hungry boys 
when Nick occasionally returned 
home with his school rugby 
team. A fondly remembered 
highlight of these times came 
when his boys beat Millfield 
to win the Oxford Sevens. He 
continued to enjoy sporting 
activity himself and became a 
keen cyclist, with other interests 
encompassing music, including 
playing the piano, and playing 
bridge.

Nick was awarded an MEd 
by the University of Manchester 
in 1981, and developed an 
interest in psychotherapy, 
which led to him teaching in 
this field. In 1987, he gained 
an MSc from the University of 
Manchester and left teaching to 
become a qualified educational 
psychologist, taking up a post 
with Blackburn and Darwen 
LEA. The guidance he was able 
to give to adults in this role led 
to him eventually establishing 
his own psychotherapy practice. 
He became Chair of the North 
West Regional Psychotherapy 
Association, and continued 
to see clients even when he 
was receiving radiotherapy for 
the throat cancer, which was 
diagnosed last June.  Sadly, he 
died in hospital on April 12.

I was at school and College 
with Nick, but most of my 
memories of him are from the 

last 20 years, after we both 
became members of a group 
of 1966 Cestrians, who have 
regularly wandered around the 
Lake District and other notable 
walking spots. His jovial company 
was always welcome and I 
specifically remember a descent 
from the Old Man of Coniston in 
2009, when we were somewhat 
slower than our colleagues 
- our arrival outside the pub 
coinciding with their departure! 
Talking with Nick was always 
interesting and enjoyable, and it 
is something I’ll greatly miss.

Restricted funeral numbers 
meant that many who would 
have paid their last respects were 
unfortunately unable to do so, 
but we all extend our sympathies 
to Judy and all Nick’s family.

Ian Crickett

Peter Thompson
1968

With deep, and considerable 
sadness, I report the sudden 
death of a devoted Cestrian at 
the end of May. Peter Thompson 
served on the Alumni Executive 
for over 25 years, a 300-mile 
round trip!  

Peter supported the Christian 
Foundation principles within 
Chester College. The former 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, greatly valued Peter’s 
input at meetings, all geared 
to moving forward, together 
with current students. Peter 
was thrilled when SU Presidents 
spoke at our Reunions, including  
the September 2019 Reunion.

It was at Chester College 
when Peter met Gwen in 1966, 
married, and then went on to 
raise a family initially in Cheshire, 
and then living in Lincolnshire up 
to the present time.

I first remember Peter 
going into our Chapel, when 
he and Alan Hall were on duty 
as Wardens. Chaplain, the Rev 
Arthur Poulton, valued his 
contributions, and he and Gwen 

remained friends with Arthur 
and his wife, Dorothy, visiting 
them in retirement in Rhos-On-
Sea, in recent years.

He became Head of 
Geography and House Master 
at Caistor Grammar, leading 
outdoor pursuit courses on the 
Isle of Arran and Snowdonia. 
Past pupils say he was an 
inspiring teacher. However, 
he left teaching, moving into 
journalism. Working for the 
Grimsby Telegraph for around 20 
years, and 25 years as the Wolds 
correspondent for local news 
outlets. He became the Photo 
Journalist for Market Rasen 
Races. A regular feature was also 
the Annual Grimsby Bikeathon, 
in aid of Leukaemia Research and 
blood cancer.

Being a really friendly 
person, always having time for 
others, enjoying life to the full, 
and not able to stand inactivity, 
Peter was prepared to help 
other people. This was evident 
in his involvement in many 
agencies - the Scout and Venture 
Scout movement, and Chairman 
of Yorkshire County Umpires 
Committee, travelling extensively 
coaching and umpiring at a 
senior level with hockey teams 
and in the main Brigg Hockey 
Club, developing sides and 
encouraging youngsters to 
take up the sport (he actually 
represented England on the 
hockey pitch himself.) He also 
encouraged cricket, being a good 
spin bowler; he was Secretary to 
the Deanery Synod of the Church 
of England Lincolnshire; Church 
organist at Brigg, and member of 
the Caistor Male Voice Choir. 

For recreation, he loved golf 
and was a keen gardener with 
Gwen, participating and winning 
awards in the National Garden 
Scheme for many years. Many 
happy times were spent with 
Gwen on the Isle of Arran, which 
he loved and chose to be his final 
resting place. 

Peter spoke superbly at 
our 50th Reunion, with much 

poetic license at my expense, 
also taking many special photos. 
I, along with many others, miss 
him enormously. 

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Gwen and the family. RIP.

Geoff Mackenzie

Ian Hickson
1971

Ian Hickson attended Chester 
College from 1968 to 1971, 
where he studied English and PE. 
Ian was a keen footballer. After 
College, he had a wonderful 
teaching career. Sadly, Ian died 
on January 5, 2021. He was in 
the final stages of Alzheimer’s 
disease and passed away 
peacefully.

He will be dearly missed by 
all his friends and family.

Elaine Sims (née Hickson)

John Stuart Blower
1975

John Stuart Blower passed away 
on May 25, 2021, after a very 
short battle against oesophageal 
cancer. John was 67 years old 
and leaves a widow, Anne, 
two sons, James and Sam, and 
granddaughter, Eloise.

John and I started College 
together in 1972 and quickly 
formed a strong friendship, 
which lasted throughout our 
time together, and for a total of 
nearly 49 years.

John represented the 1st 
XI at Football and went on to 
represent both British Colleges 
and the University Athletic Union 
Football team, made up of the 
best players from all the colleges, 
polytechnics and universities in 
the country. He taught the whole 
of his career at Lutterworth 
High School in Leicestershire, 
where he was Head of PE, and 
eventually Head of Year, before 
he retired in 2014.

John and I attended the 
Honorary Degree Ceremony in 



September 2019, and together 
with our wives, we had a 
wonderful weekend in Chester 
reminiscing, once again, about 
our time together at the College. 
The last time we met up was 
at Christmas, in 2019. COVID 
restrictions prevented further 
meetings.

His funeral was well 
attended by family, friends and 
colleagues. He will be missed by 
all that knew him, and all who 
were touched by his wonderful 
presence.

Graham Rollinson

Gillian Dolan (née Bamford)
1986 

April 2019 turned out to be 
the last time most of our year 
group met up with Gill. We 
had travelled from all compass 
directions on that Forrest Gump 
day of rain, and as Gill lived 
not far from Dunham Massey, 
it was convenient to meet 
there. By then she needed an 
electric wheelchair and her 
medication was taking its toll, 
but she outpaced us, enjoying 
the inclement weather and some 
deer spotting. As we sat in the 
café afterwards, we couldn’t 
imagine life without her. 

Gill studied Art, Psychology 
and Music at Chester, hoping to 
use music to help children with 
special needs. But she veered 
off piste, working at Pizza Hut 
for 15 years. She had a paper 
round, worked in a wedding 
shop and played piano at the 
local school and in Bloom’s bar 

in Altrincham. She then taught 
piano and had around 60 pupils, 
including a few adults. Gill’s 
legacy lives on through her pupils 
and her positivity. Her husband 
Shaun, sons Adam and Luke, and 
daughter Erin, have much to be 
proud of.

Gill’s former classmates have 
shared some memories… Anne 
said: “Gill was inspirational and 
her humour legendary.” Gill said: 
“She taught me if you have a 
problem, think: What’s the worst 
that could happen? What’s the 
best? What might happen is 
something in between. I have 
used that a lot.” Denise added: “I 
remember her cheerfulness and 
enduring positivity. She always 
made people feel great about 
themselves.”

But we’ll leave the last word 
to Gilly: “I’m still loud and rude!”

Sharon Forsdyke

Professor Sir Paul Cosford
2018

Professor Sir Paul Cosford was 
one of the UK’s foremost public 
health professionals, who had 
close links with the University. 
Sir Paul served as the Medical 
Director and Director of Public 
Health England (PHE) from its 
establishment in 2012 to 2019, 
when he stepped down after 
being diagnosed with terminal 
lung cancer.

He was a Visiting Professor in 
Public Health in the University’s 
Faculty of Health and Social 
Care. He was also awarded an 
honorary Doctorate in Public 

Health by the University in 
November 2018, in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution in 
that field.

During his tenure at Public 
Health England, Paul led the 
organisation’s response to 
significant emergencies, including 
contaminated intravenous 
nutrition for neonates in 2014; 
the West African Ebola outbreak 
of 2014-15; Zika virus in 2016; 
environmental contamination 
resulting from the Grenfell Tower 
fire in 2017 and the Novichok 
poisonings in Salisbury in 2018. 
He was responsible for the 
joint Public Health England 
and NHS England TB control 
strategy, which has resulted in a 
40% reduction in new cases of 
tuberculosis in England 
since 2013.

He was appointed a CB in 
2016, recognising his outstanding 
leadership of the Public Health 
England contribution to the 
international response to the 
Ebola outbreak, and knighted 
in this year’s New Year Honours 
for leading the UK Government’s 
work in improving global health 
security to save and improve lives 
in this country and worldwide.

DECEASED STAFF

Jill Edmonds
1969-1996

On the surface, Jill Edmonds 
cut a rather quiet and 
unassuming figure, walking 
slowly to wherever she wished 
to go, meandering around the 
labyrinthine corridors about Old 
College, towards the basement, 
and quietly observing all about 
her. I suspect she had no idea 
of how much she was admired 
and appreciated by students 
throughout the decades of 
service that she gave to the 
then Chester College. Joining 
the Drama department in 1969 
(then part of the Linguistics 
department and housed, 
alongside Divinity, in a disused 
Congregational church in 
Northgate Street,) Jill oversaw 
the creation of the degree, 
which had been introduced as a 
standalone subject only the year 
before, and delivered variations 
of it over the following 27 years.

When she joined the 
College, Jill was one of only 12 
female lecturers out of the 72 
employed there and, under 
the guidance of de Bunsen, 
this was soon to change. A 
graduate of the University of 
Durham, Jill was brought up 
during the war by her mother 
and grandparents in Oxfordshire.  
Both her parents were teachers 
and, upon returning from the 
war, her father became the 
Headmaster of a grammar school 
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in Wensleydale - a place that 
she would hold in her heart for 
the rest of her life.  A shrewd 
and highly intelligent woman, 
Jill would listen attentively to 
any student who wished to grab 
her attention, never making 
judgement, and only passing 
comment that would inspire 
and guide.  

Jill seemingly never stopped 
thinking about theatre and our 
responses towards it. Upon 
enquiring about her reasons for 
retirement she once told me that 
she had realised that ‘…people 
don’t go to the theatre any 
more.’  But she also stated that 
there were other things that she 
wanted to do, none more so than 
travel and write poetry, the love 
of which had stayed with her 
since her Durham days.  In her 
retirement, she joined the board 
of governors at The Hammond 
School in Chester, and continued 

to look after her mother, Dora, 
and dine with friends.  

When we were students 
there seemed something rather 
mysterious about Jill, but when 
you knew her better, you simply 
realised that she was an astute 
and avid observer of life, who 
had truly lived her own to 
the full.   

Matthew Plant

Margaret Ley Greaves
1973-1985

Margaret joined the University 
(Chester College as it was then) 
in February 1973, as Schools 
Secretary and Secretary to 
the Tutor i/c School Practice. 
She was responsible for the 
administration of the School 
Practice Office, making sure 
that our students were able to 
undertake teaching practice 

placements in local schools 
and dealing with the plethora 
of complex administration that 
accompanied this enterprise. 
The role certainly required 
exceptional organisational ability 
and diplomacy. Margaret was 
also instrumental in planning the 
annual Headteachers’ Dinner.

Margaret had trained at 
secretarial college in Chelmsford 
and London, and had herself 
taught in a secretarial college in 
London. She had also worked for 
the Rank Organisation in London, 
before moving to the Chester 
area.

Margaret will be fondly 
remembered by those who knew 
her and worked with her prior 
to her retirement in 1985. Our 
thoughts and condolences are 
with Margaret’s family 
and friends.

WE ALSO 
REMEMBER…
Allan Edlund 
1948
 
 
John Whittle 
1998
 

Sally Heaney
Staff 1968-2003
 

David Hooper
Staff 1958-1982

David passed away on October 
16, 2021, aged 91. At the request 
of David’s family, a full tribute 
will be published in the next 
edition of The Cestrian.

REMEMBERING 
LOVED ONES 
ON-SITE
Many of you who have visited 
our Exton Park or Padgate 
sites over the years will know 
that there are a number of 
memorials for alumni lost, but 
not forgotten, as well as much-
loved staff. These have been 
instituted by fellow alumni, 
family or friends, or colleagues.

The Development and 
Alumni Relations Office 
(DARO) holds stewardship of 

these memorials, and we are 
currently working to ensure 
that all known memorials 
are well-kept, and recorded 
appropriately with a contact 
- although this is not always 
possible as some are over 100 
years old.

As our estate adapts to 
new opportunities in the 
21st Century, we are looking 
very carefully at how we are 
able to improve the offer of 
memorials, coupling this with 
in-memory gifts or giving, so 
that the students of today can 
learn about those who have 

gone before them. We are also 
looking very hard at how giving 
in-memory can interface with 
our sustainability aims.

We are currently working 
through several options and 
models for this, but it is likely to 
take the form of a choice from a 
selection of ways to remember 
alumni, which we will provide 
free of charge, using any gift 
that might have financed the 
memorial, to help students 
today. This way, memorials 
have the best chance of being 
attended to in a dignified 
way, and the memories we 

are honouring are kept alive 
through student opportunities.

This project is being 
undertaken by Helena Astbury, 
Head of DARO. If you wish 
to speak about an existing 
memorial, or discuss ways in 
which you can still remember 
alumni whilst we work through 
this project, please get in 
touch by emailing 
h.astbury@chester.ac.uk, or 
calling 01244 511005.

Your patience is gratefully 
received whilst we work to 
ensure the best possible 
options are available.
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