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WELCOME TO THE 2018 EDITION  
OF THE CESTRIAN MAGAZINE.
This year marks the centenary of the end of World War One 
and we will be remembering the sacrifice made by the 77 
men, who were either staff or students at the then Chester 
College. We are most grateful to the alumni volunteers, who 
have given their time generously to research the lives and 
families of the men, to ensure that they are not forgotten. 
Our findings and commemoration activities will be available 
on our website: https://www1.chester.ac.uk/we-remember-
them-1918-2018/77-poppies. 

There will be other activities throughout the year and we 
will be reporting on these via our website and social media. 

Although there is much to reflect upon this year, we 
are also looking forward and making sure that we are 
keeping our alumni community informed and inspired! 
We hope you are enjoying reading our blog, and following 
our Instagram campaign, The University of Chester in 100 
Objects (#UoC100Objects). There are still a few spaces 
on our list, so do let us know what item you would like to 
nominate and why!

As you will have heard, there are changes in legislation 
with regards to how we keep in touch with you. Please 
read and return the enclosed form to us, so that we can 
best understand what you would like to hear about, and 
your preferred contact method. Remember, you are always 
welcome to return to the University, and if you would like a 
campus tour, just give us a call first to check that we are here.

Introduction
Canon Professor TJ Wheeler DL

Welcome to our latest edition of 
the University’s alumni magazine, 
The Cestrian. We hope that you 
enjoy reading it and continue to 
feel connected. Our expanding 
alumni community is well served 
by our relaunched Development 
and Alumni Relations Office 
(or ‘DARO’) which is adopting 
best practice in this field, while 
retaining the elements which 
make Chester so uniquely special 
to all of us.

2017 was extremely 
busy and 2018 is continuing 
that trend. There have been 
many highlights, including the 
graduation of the University’s 
first engineering students from 
Thornton Science Park, where 
academia and industry sit side 
by side. I am pleased to say 
that our Chemical Engineering 
programme there achieved 100% 
overall student satisfaction in the 
National Student Survey (NSS).

The University has gained 
Silver Award in the new 
Teaching Excellence Framework 
(TEF) scheme. The tradition 
of excellence in Primary and 
Secondary Initial Teacher 
Education has been upheld since 
1839. We have the distinction 
of being the only provider in 
the North of England to achieve 
‘Outstanding’ ratings in the last 
three frameworks of inspection.

One of the most exciting 
and significant initiatives in 
the University’s history is the 
proposed development of a 
Chester Medical School, to address 
the lack of a specialist training 
facility for doctors in Cheshire, 
Wirral and Shropshire and national 
skills shortages, helping to relieve 
service pressures.

There is continued 
development of public sector 
and creative industries courses 
at the Warrington Campus 
and connections with the local 
community are being reinforced, 
particularly through its bespoke 
public events programme. 
Similarly, University Centre 
Shrewsbury has welcomed 
a broad range of external 
speakers, seen a steady increase 
in students and a second Gold 
medal in succession for its 
show garden at the prestigious 
Shrewsbury Flower Show.

Another highlight has 
been the engagement with 
the business world and sector 
leading activity around the 
new degree apprenticeships 
at the Queen’s Park Campus. 
The Faculty of Business and 
Management was awarded the 
Employer Engagement Award 
2017 at the Educate North 
Awards as a result.

There are always plenty 
of matters of interest at the 
University and you can read 
more about the activities of the 
past year in our newly published 
Annual Review: https://www.
chester.ac.uk/annual-review.

The University is always 
delighted to welcome back its 
alumni back, so whether it is 
for further study, a reunion, 
or just to visit your former 
place of study, you are warmly 
invited. My colleagues in the 
Development and Alumni 
Relations Office are always happy 
to help.

Professor Tim Wheeler, DL
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 

University of Chester
Chair, UCAACREDITS:
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THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 
BECOMES AN HONORARY ALUMNA
The inspirational leadership of Her Royal 
Highness The Duchess of Cornwall in working 
tirelessly to promote and encourage literacy 
initiatives and celebrate literature has been 
recognised by the University at the March 
graduation ceremonies.

Her Royal Highness, who also has the title 
Countess of Chester, is a champion of literacy 
both in the UK and internationally. She has 
visited numerous schools, supported literacy 
projects aimed at improving reading skills 
among adults, and supported schemes to 
encourage fathers to read to their children.

Her work has now been recognised with 
an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from the 
University. She received the award from the 
University’s Chancellor, Dr Gyles Brandreth, 
in Chester Cathedral.

Her Royal Highness gave an acceptance 
speech to the congregation, including 
around 500 graduands, their families and 
invited guests. As she left the Cathedral, 
the Countess was presented with a piece of 
written work, created especially for her, by 
Year Six pupils at the University Church Free 
School in Chester. 

The Countess also met a group of 
students from the University to find out 
more about how they are aspiring to make 
a difference through their careers, by 

becoming the nurses, midwives, teachers and 
police officers of the future.

The Countess has a number of key 
patronages involving literacy, including The 
Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Prize, the 
National Literacy Trust, First Story, Beanstalk 
and BookTrust. In her capacity as honorary 
judge, she has actively promoted BBC 
Radio 2’s initiative 500 Words, designed to 
encourage creative writing for children.

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales 
also received an Honorary Doctorate of 
Letters in 2007, when he last visited the 
University with the Countess, in recognition 
of his personal commitment and dedication 
to the Prince’s Trust, and the promotion of its 
work and mission as the UK’s leading youth 

charity. This means that the University of 
Chester is the first higher education institution 
in England to award both HRH The Prince of 
Wales (also known as the Earl of Chester) and 
the Countess of Chester an honorary degree.

Professor Tim Wheeler, Vice-Chancellor 
of the University, said: “It was a privilege to 
welcome back Her Royal Highness and to 
be able to recognise her work in promoting 
literacy, both at home and abroad. As 
an institution dedicated to learning and 
teaching, this is a cause to which we are 
passionately committed.

“It is particularly fitting that we, 
the University of Chester, were able to 
acknowledge the Countess of Chester’s work 
in the majesty of the city’s Cathedral.”

Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall. Her Royal Highness meeting pupils from the University Church Free School with University Chancellor, Dr Gyles Brandreth.

Left to right: Senior Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University Secretary and Director of Legal Services, Adrian Lee; Chancellor,  
Dr Gyles Brandreth; Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Tim Wheeler.

    The Cestrian 2018          3  



IMAGINARY WORLDS FROM 
IMAGINATIVE WRITERS
Award-winning author and illustrator duo, 
Rod Hunt MBE and Alex Brychta MBE, were 
special guests at the High Sheriff’s Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 2017.

Rod and Alex are the team behind 
The Oxford Reading Tree series, which is 
enjoyed by children in 85% of UK schools 
and in over 130 countries worldwide. Since 
its launch, it is estimated that more than 
30 million children have learnt to read with 
The Oxford Reading Tree.

Alumnus Rod, completed his Teacher 
Training Certificate in 1958-59 at the then 
Chester College and was presented with an 
Honorary Degree by the University in 2016, 
for his outstanding contribution to the 
development of literacy in education. 

Alex and Rod gave the audience of 
children, parents and competition entrants 
at the Riverside Campus an insight into 
how they create their much-loved and 
world-famous stories.

They learnt how Rod and Alex 

collaborate to produce the books, as Alex 
deftly sketched on a flip board in front of 
them. He explained that he has drawn the 
characters so many times he can create 
them with ease.

 The theme of the competition was 
Children’s Literature and approximately 
140 entries were received. The 
competition is always open to residents of 
Cheshire, Warrington, Wirral and Halton, 
including those who have ever lived, 
worked or studied in the area.

 The first prize of £2,000 was presented 
to Laura Bridge for her story, The Crate. 
Laura, who lives in Bath city centre, but 
is originally from Knutsford, said: “As a 
Primary School teacher I was excited to 
hear how Rod and Alex create their stories. 
I was overwhelmed to win and it was such 
an honour to have an extract of my story 
read out by Rod!”

 Alumna, Sharon Forsdyke, was 
commended and received £125 for her 

story Saved by the Elephant. As well as cash 
prizes, the winning entries and a selection 
of other submissions will be included in an 
anthology published this summer by the 
University of Chester Press. 

The 2018 Awards evening will take place 
on Novermber 29. The guest speaker is Zoe 
Gilbert, winner of the 2014 Costa Short 
Story Award. For more information, please 
visit www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize.

Left to right: Dr Rod Hunt MBE, Laura Bridge and Alex Brychta MBE.

Alumna Sharon Forsdyke, with High Sheriff of 
Cheshire, Sarah Callander-Beckett.
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We are always delighted when alumni give back to us, 
whether it be in time, talent or treasure! We love to 
hear about your wonderful memories of your time here, 
and we would be thrilled if you would like to play a part 
in making the experiences of the next generation of 
students just as memorable. The University of Chester 
Alumni Fund is a great way to do this. We would like to 
ensure that projects, initiatives and experiences can be 
supported year after year by you, for our students.

Some of our current projects include…
The UoC Basketball Team: This is the first sports 

team on campus to consist of the very best students and 
alumni, and the team has made the national league! 
We will be supporting the players with what they need 
to operate as a successful team, representing the 
University, students and alumni alike at a national level 
for 2017-18. You can read more about this on page six. 

The Cestrian Award - Sport and Community 
Strands: Given annually, up to two Awards are made 
for initiatives by students showing excellence in sports 
or community work. This year, we have supported an 
innovative project to create student-made teaching 
materials around the unique landscape and ecology of 
Bardsey Island, North Wales. You can read more on 
page eight.

The Cestrian Award - Academic Strand: We have 
recently set up a small fund to provide students with an 
opportunity to run academic conferences, showcasing 
their research and inviting others to do the same here 
at the University of Chester. You can read more about 
the recent student-led conference that the alumni 
community supported on page 10.

Supporting current students was a founding 
principle of the original ‘College Club’ - we want to make 
this a priority now. The best possible way to do this is to 
give to us regularly, be it annually, quarterly or monthly.

100% of these funds will be used for projects and 
causes which improve the experience of students.

Growing a dedicated fund each year means we can 
commit to the areas of greatest need and enhance the 
experience of students at the University. If you would 
like to speak to us about giving, telephone 01244 
511005 or email alumni@chester.ac.uk.

Thank you. Your support means everything to us 
and to our students.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER 
ALUMNI FUND

The National Basketball League team.

Bardsey Island.

Digging into the Dark Ages.
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The University of Chester Alumni Association 
(UCAA) spotted a unique opportunity to support 
the Men’s National Basketball League (NBL) team, 
after discovering that the NBL team comprises 
both current students and alumni. There is 
currently no other competing sports team like this 
at the University.

The team has been going from strength to strength, playing in games 
at a national level in the NBL, which is the highest level basketball 
league system in the UK outside of the professional league. Having 
started at the bottom of the NBL, in the Men’s National Founders Cup, 
the team won back-to-back promotions to Division 4, then to Division 
3. The team is now one of the top 10 university teams competing in 
the NBL and is looking for promotion to Division 2.

Alumni player, Dave Thomas, aged 25, from Ellesmere Port, said: 
“Representing the University throughout my four years here was an 
incredible experience, so when the opportunity to continue playing 
arose after graduating, it was an easy decision to take part. It’s a 
chance to continue playing at a high level alongside the guys I’d met 
through the years, as well as helping welcome the newer students and 
getting them involved. The team has only been around for a few years 
and we’ve already achieved so much, it is something I’m proud to be a 
part of as we continue to grow.”

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SPONSORS 
UNIVERSITY’S BASKETBALL TEAM

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ALUMNI FUND

Tim Piayda.

NBL Team 2018.
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Since the team is competing at such a high level, the UCAA 
generously decided to support its ambitions, and help invest in its 
future as a national team. The UCAA has funded brand new kits for the 
NBL team and banners that are displayed at games. The sponsorship 
money will also help to cover transport costs to and from games this 
season. The team is investing in live streaming technology too, which 
will mean that games can be watched from anywhere.

This is the biggest single award given by the UCAA in recent years, 
financed entirely by donations to the University of Chester Alumni 
Fund. This fund houses historic gifts from alumni and provides a 
home for future donations, 100% of which will go to improving the 
experience of students at the University.

The UCAA was very impressed by the hard work and dedication 
that the players have demonstrated, showing strong team cohesion on 
and off the court. Alumni are closely involved with the Club, continuing 
to represent the University and encouraging younger members to 
improve their game. This embodies what being part of the alumni 
community is all about - supporting each other.

Niel Gillard, Honorary President of the Men’s Basketball 
Committee, NBL team player and coach for the BUCS Men’s First Team, 
said: “I was the Basketball Club Captain 2013-17, during which time I 
led the Committee, which introuduced the NBL team to give current 
players the opportunity to play at the highest level while studying, and 
for alumni to remain a part of the team. The University having its own 
NBL team means that we can play at a higher level without having to 
travel far to practices. By having alumni members, it also ensures that 
the team has a core of players who are available at the times when the 
student players are likely to have increased study requirements.”

As a long-term goal, the team is hoping to run a basketball 
programme, which will support young people in the community and 
get them involved in the sport from a junior level. 

The team’s coach, Chris Wilson, added: “It’s fantastic that the 
UCAA is supporting the team. It’s my fifth year here as Coach and 
we continue to go from strength to strength. We certainly hope that 
the partnership lasts for many more years to come and that our 
collaboration will mean that we will succeed in our ambition to climb 
to the top of the NBL, and put the University of Chester on the map of 
high performing sport.”

You can follow the team’s progress via its Twitter page and website: 
https://twitter.com/UocBasketball and http://uocbasketball.co.uk/.

The NBL team were thrilled to find that alumnus Malcolm Wragg 
(1960) had attended one of its away games in the North East last 
year. Malcolm set up the University’s first Basketball team in the late 
50s. Niel Gillard, NBL team player, said: “I was fortunate enough to 
have participated in a game where we played away to Calderdale 
Explorers. After this game, we were approached by Malcolm. He 
showed us team photos from 1957-60, explaining how he had started 

the University’s first Basketball team and was delighted to see how far 
it had come since. Prior to speaking with Malcolm, I had no idea that 
the Basketball team was established so long ago!”

Malcolm generously donated money to the team, to buy a brand 
new match ball, pictured above. Niel added: “We would like to thank 
Malcolm for his genorosity in sponsoring a new match ball - we are 
all extremely grateful.”

Joe Etherington, pictured with the match ball.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ALUMNI FUND

University Basketball team 1958-59 (Malcolm Wragg – number three). University Basketball team 1959-60 (Malcolm Wragg – number three).
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The Cestrian Community Award 2017 
was awarded to Dr Sian James and 
Bethany Parsonage, two postgraduate 
secondary school teachers, who both 
studied for their PGCEs at the University. 
Sian and Bethany both have a keen 
interest in the ecology and archaeology 
of Bardsey Island, a small island off the 
coast of North Wales.

Sian travelled to Bardsey Island 
with her family in September, to create 
a wide selection of teaching resources, 
concerning the fascinating and hard-to-
reach landscape of the Island for schools 
and community groups. She spent a week 
there, gathering research in the form of 
photographs, field sketches and surveys.

Sian wrote us this special report 
about her time on the Island…

“At the tip of the Llyn Peninsula, 
Wales, sits an unassuming island that 
has attracted wildlife and inspired 
people for thousands of years: Bardsey 
Island (Ynys Enlli in Welsh – ‘the Isle of 
the Blessed’). Our focus was to travel to 

the Island to create teaching resources 
from its fascinating and largely unspoilt 
habitats, raising awareness of this 
beautiful haven.

“A trip to Bardsey Island is an 
adventure! It takes one back to a time 
before internet, email and good telephone 
connections. Bardsey has no mains 
electricity, gas or water, no bathrooms 
or inside toilets, no real roads, no phone 
lines, no shops and no permanent 
inhabitants! Colin, the boatman, only 
answers phone calls after dark and he is 
the only means on to the Island. 

“I explored the Island with my 
family: Matt, my husband, an avid 
photographer; Thomas (four years old), 
a fellow adventurer, and William (18 
months old), a fearless nature lover. 

The wildlife on the Island is truly 
breath-taking. The knowledgeable 
wardens from the Bardsey Island Trust and 
volunteers at the Bardsey Lodge and Bird 
Observatory make it accessible for both 
interested amateurs and nature enthusiasts 

The Cestrian Award 2017 
Bardsey Island

Thomas, helping record a Shearwater chick,  
with Steven Stansfield, Bardsey Bird 
Observatory Warden.

Sian, with her son William, in front of the Bardsey Island lighthouse.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ALUMNI FUND

Bardsey Island, North Wales.
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Ferry ride from Porth Meudwy to 

Bardsey Island.

A fluffy Shearwater chick. Crabs on the Bardsey Island coastline.

One of the many coves and bays on the 
East coast of Bardsey Island.

Stylised teaching resource, showing tropical rainforest levels, made from driftwood, shells and seaweed.

through talks and workshops. During our 
stay, we took part in moth collecting every 
morning and we were also privileged to take 
part in the Shearwater chick recording.

“The Island is also a case study of 
ingenious sustainable energy methods, from 
solar powered fridges to wind turbines - all 
which feature widely within the Geography 
curriculum. Added to that was a cross- 
curriculum catering lesson, using gathered 
berries and Bardsey apples, with two kindly 
donated crabs caught by the local farmer/
fisherman to supplement our dwindling 
food supplies by the end of the week!

“The week I spent on Bardsey Island 
has directly contributed to over 20 different 
teaching activities, but also given me a 
deeper understanding of how reliant and 
connected we still are to the natural world. 
The biggest impact this opportunity has 
had on me, was giving me time to think 
about how the Geography (and wider) 
school curriculum can be visible in a real-
life environment.

“Modern students rarely have an 
opportunity to sample life away from their 
21st century lives, so a residential course 
on Bardsey Island would be an ideal way to 

educate them on how different life can be 
without mains power and water, and how 
satisfying it can be to live off the land. Of 
course hazards include convincing teenagers 
to part with mobile phone connections 
and flushing toilets, but in my opinion, the 
benefits outweigh the risks!”

Sian and Bethany hope that the range of 
teaching resources will help children learn 
more about the Island without disturbing 
the delicate landscape.

You can find out more about The 
Cestrian Award on our website:  
www.chester.ac.uk/alumni.

Sian’s sons, Thomas and William, testing the 
wind direction and speed close to Ty Nesaf 
on Bardsey Island.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ALUMNI FUND
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER ALUMNI FUND

DIGGING INTO THE DARK AGES
This year, the University of Chester Alumni Association (UCAA) decided 
to support students who were eager to host their own academic 
conferences, workshops or seminars. Students were encouraged to 
apply for a small fund to help them organise and run these. This was 
an opportunity for students to showcase their research and invite 
others to do the same here at the University. The skills gained from 
running an event like a conference, dealing with external speakers and 
presenting research, are invaluable on today’s CV. 

The first students to be awarded this funding were third year 
Archaeology students. They held their third Archaeology Student 
Conference, Digging into the Dark Ages, with support from the UCAA, 
on December 13, at the Grosvenor Museum in Chester. They put 
together the following report…

“Throughout politics, popular culture, and the heritage sector 
the Early Medieval period is surrounded by controversial debates and 
hot topics. This ranges from the sale of dark age inspired products at 
heritage sites, to the interpretation of famous artefacts at museums 
and living sites across the country. However, dark age controversy 
is not just limited to the world of archaeology and heritage, it also 
features prominently in modern politics as a method to further 
arguments on nationhood, religion, race and migration. The dark ages 
also feature heavily in popular culture, sometimes using the period 
to inspire fantasy, for example in The Lord of the Rings; or some opt 
for a more ‘historical’ approach, such as the TV show, Vikings. Our 
conference was designed to discuss these kinds of topics and more.

“Twenty-one Archaeology students were joined by two fantastic 
speakers: Dr Chiara Bonacchi, a researcher at University College London 
and public archaeologist; and Dr Adrián Maldonado, an early medieval 
archaeologist with a sustained and active profile in public engagement.

“The conference itself was very successful. Over 60 people 
attended, which included members of the public, commercial and 
academic archaeologists and historians, and students from universities 
in Liverpool. A buffet was supplied with funds generously awarded to 
the event by the UCAA, alongside tea and coffee kindly supplied by the 
Grosvenor Museum. These refreshments helped to fuel an interesting 
day of debate and discussion. 

“On behalf of the students, who came together to organise this 
Conference, we would like to offer our gratitude to the Grosvenor 
Museum for hosting our conference in their wonderful venue; the 

Archaeology and History Department for its support and advice; the 
UCAA for its financial support (without which the attendance we 
received would not have been reached); our two wonderful guest 
speakers for travelling to the conference and providing thought 
provoking talks, and finally, to Professor Howard Williams, for giving us 
this opportunity and offering a huge amount of support and advice.”

You can read more about the conference on the Digging in the 
Dark Ages blog: https://diggingintothedarkages.wordpress.com/.

Dr Chiara Bonacchi, Professor Howard Williams and Dr Adrián Maldonado.

Archaeology students.
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ANY QUESTIONS? ON CAMPUS
The University of Chester has hosted BBC 
Radio 4’s live topical debate programme, 
Any Questions?

The event, which was broadcast from 
Molloy Hall on the Parkgate Road Campus, 
was attended by staff, students and alumni, as 
well as members of the public.

Visiting a different part of the country 
each week, Any Questions?, presented by 
Jonathan Dimbleby, provides an opportunity 
for members of the public to challenge 
politicians, policy makers, writers and thinkers 
through political debate and discussion.

The event began with a welcome from 
the University’s Vice-Chancellor, before the 
panellists were introduced and discussed 
questions submitted by audience members. 
Topics discussed ranged from Brexit, British 
and American politics, to gender equality and 
the NHS.

High profile panellists included: The Rt. 
Hon Stephen Dorrell, former Cabinet minister 
who now chairs the NHS Confederation 

and European Movement; Frances O’Grady, 
General Secretary of the TUC; Rt. Hon 
Gisela Stewart, former Labour MP, who now 
chairs ‘Change Britain’ and Pete Waterman 
OBE, record producer and entrepreneur, 
who is also a member of the Cheshire and 
Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership and 
Honorary Graduate.

Fifteen Events Management students 
from the University’s Business School were 
also on hand to put their skills to the test 
by providing support at the high-profile live 
radio broadcast, gaining valuable experience 
towards their degree.

The students assisted the BBC production 
team in a variety of roles, including as 
production runners, front of house, ushers 
and car park marshals, and were praised by 
guests and staff for their professionalism.

First year student Emily Morgan, aged 
19, from Connah’s Quay, said: “The event was 
really enjoyable and has helped me massively 
with my course. It was amazing to see how it 

all ran behind the scenes, with the audience 
of several hundred. It was interesting to 
hear everyone’s viewpoints and see all the 
different schools who attended involved.”

Jennifer Bamber, age 22, from 
Manchester, is in her second year and got 
to be a production runner. She said: “I was 
involved with collecting the questions that 
were written down and taking them to the 
production team. It was a great experience 
and a good insight. When you just hear the 
show on the radio, you don’t realise how long 
it takes to put together.”

Jonathan Dimbleby, with Events Management students.

BBC Radio 4’s Any Questions? broadcast from Molloy Hall.

FIFTH HIGHEST ‘RISER’ NATIONALLY
The University celebrated a rise of 20 
places (the fifth biggest in the country) 
in The Times & The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide.

Its joint 61st place in the league table, 
places it in the top 50% out of the 129 

participating institutions across the UK. 
The University performed particularly 

well overall in terms of its teaching 
quality (26th) and student experience 
(46th). At subject level, there were 59 
‘top 10’ and 19 ‘top three’ positions 

for aspects of individual courses taught 
at the University. First, or first equal 
in the country were Education for its 
student:staff ratio; Maths for value 
added; Archaeology, East and South Asian 
Studies, French, Geography, German, 
Iberian Studies and Sociology for research 
intensity and German for both teaching 
quality and student experience.
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Enduring stigma of 
leprosy explored
Professor Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, 
from the University’s Institute of Medicine, 
has been researching the impact of the 
stigma of leprosy and was awarded The 
Barbara and Eddie Askew Bursary from The 
Leprosy Mission (TLM) to continue with her 
work in India.

Elizabeth travelled to The Leprosy 
Mission Hospital, in Naini, Uttar Pradesh, 
to study the effects of the stigma attached 
to leprosy on the lives of patients and staff. 
She said: “The stigma and discrimination 
experienced by a person diagnosed with 
leprosy can have a devastating effect 
on their life and a profound effect on 
their mental health. The impact and 
consequences of leprosy stigma are for 
life. They can affect the whole family and 
everyone associated with the leprosy-
affected person.” 

The commonly held view of leprosy 
is that it is a highly contagious disease, 
now virtually eliminated. However, 
leprosy is only mildly infectious and there 
are approximately 200,000 new cases 
diagnosed globally each year. People 
affected by the disease are frequently 
stigmatised and people who show the early 
signs of leprosy often delay seeking medical 
help because they fear being stigmatised by 
their families and becoming social outcasts.

Elizabeth developed a visual 
methodology instrument for assessing 
stigma, a relatively new concept which has 
the potential to have its scope extended.

Elizabeth said: “Receiving The Barbara 
and Eddie Askew Bursary has been a great 
privilege, allowing me to investigate the 
impact of stigma on the lives of patients and 
staff of The Leprosy Mission Hospital, Naini, 
and also people living in the communities 
of the Allahabad district. The advice given 
by staff in Delhi relating to my visual 
methodology instrument proved invaluable 
in improving its accessibility to the research 
participants. I hope to re-visit Naini to 

develop the visual methodology, where 
it could become a useful addition to the 
existing measures of assessing stigma.”

The study not only revealed the impact 
of stigma on people’s lives, but also the 
dedication and skill of those healthcare 
workers who care for people with leprosy in 
the Hospital, villages and colonies. Elizabeth 
hopes that her research may help improve the 
quality of life for the millions worldwide who 
suffer from the disease.

Family affected by leprosy at Naini leprosy colony (Credit: The Leprosy Mission).Professor Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead.
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PERSONAL INSIGHT  
AND INNOVATION EARN  
NATIONAL DYSLEXIA AWARD
Graduate Gemma Holtham has been recognised for her contribution to helping dyslexic university students make sense of their work.

Gemma, from Sheffield, received the Assistive 
Technology Award at the Association of 
Dyslexia Specialists in Higher Education’s 
(ADSHE) annual conference, which was 
judged by a panel of industry professionals. 
The Award recognises Gemma’s hard work 
in raising awareness of how technology can 
support dyslexic students and help them 
study more effectively.

Gemma, aged 33, graduated with 
a Postgraduate Certificate in Dyslexia 
Research and Practice at the University, 
and was diagnosed with dyslexia herself in 
2010. She applied for support through the 
Disabled Students’ Allowances and received 
a number of assistive technology packages, 
which supported her with organising her 
thoughts and increasing her reading speed. 

According to the British Assistive 
Technology Association, assistive technology 
is a product or service that maintains or 
improves the ability of an individual with a 
disability or impairment, helping them to 
communicate, learn and live independently.

Gemma said: “I use screen tinting 
software, which has dramatically reduced 
the amount of headaches I experience. It 
also reduced the amount of rapid fatigue 

I suffer when reading. In addition to this, I 
used audio note-taking software, to record 
my lectures. I never knew how much 
information I missed until I was able to 
listen to my lectures again. I also used mind 
mapping software, to organise my thoughts.”

These tools transformed Gemma’s 
ability to study and she went on to 
specialise in dyslexia support. She has 
now been awarded Approved Teacher 
Status in Further and Higher Education by 
the British Dyslexia Association (BDA).

To support others who work in 
this field, Gemma has co-founded a 
peer support network for assistive 
technology specialists working in 
universities. The network currently has 
29 universities as members and meets 
once a semester to share best practice.

Gemma said: “I am extremely proud 
and overwhelmed to have won such a 
prestigious award, and to be recognised 
nationally for the work that I do. Assistive 
technology can transform an individual’s 
life, which is evident in my own studies, 
as my marks significantly improved 
after using this support. If a dyslexic 
student would like to access assistive 

technology and they are studying at a 
university, I recommend that they speak 
to a Disability Advisor about applying for 
the Disabled Students’ Allowances.”

Gemma has now been promoted to 
the Board of Directors for the ADSHE, and 
her post focuses on supporting specialist 
dyslexia tutors to integrate assistive 
technology within the support they provide.

Gemma Holtam, with her Assistive 
Technology Award.
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Kevin’s route, which began and ended at 
his home in Guildford, took him through 
20 national parks and nature reserves, as 
well as across England, Scotland, Ireland, 
Northern Ireland and Wales. Kevin said: 
“If you cycled from England to mainland 
Canada, the shortest distance you could 
complete the trip in would be 2,080 miles. 

Obviously, you cannot cycle across the 
water, so I decided to recreate the distance 
doing a tour around the UK.”

During his cycling trips, Kevin travels 
solo and sleeps in a hammock. He said: 
“This year’s challenge was one of the 
toughest I’ve ever endured. Twenty-one 
days sleeping in a hammock, and cycling 99 

miles a day, really takes its toll on the body 
and mind.”

Kevin endured 22 days of back-to-back 
cycling and it came with many highs and 
lows. He said: “There were times when 
I had injuries and I thought I may not be 
able to go on. During these hard times, you 
have to unlock your inner mental strength. 

2,080 MILES IN 21 DAYS
Former student, Kevin Gill, raised over £1,300 for charity after cycling the equivalent of 

travelling from England to Canada in just three weeks. Kevin, who is 37 and lives in Guildford, 
pedalled 99 miles every day in order to complete the challenge.

Kevin Gill on charity bike ride.
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Everything physically is telling you to 
stop, giving you an out. But it’s the 
mental strength that helps you battle 
on through and keep turning the 
pedals. It’s the hard times that you 
have to endure during challenges like 
this that make the good moments so 
much sweeter.”

Kevin raised money for charity 
Malaria No More, which provides 
emergency treatment to people with 
the disease. He said: “I’m so glad I was 
able to raise a good sum of money for 
such a great charity. Malaria No More 
does amazing work around the globe, 
and I know the money I raised will 
make a massive difference to so many 
people’s lives. It’s an honour to help 
the charity in this way.”

Last year, Kevin cycled from his 
home in Guildford to Rome in 17 
days, covering 1,500 miles through 
England, France, Belgium, The 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, 
and Italy, raising a further £300 for 
Malaria No More. In 2015, Kevin also 
cycled solo across the USA, from 
Montana to Arizona, raising over 
£1,000 for the Rape and Sexual Abuse 
Centre (RASA) on the Wirral. The tour 
lasted 18 days and took him through 
seven states.

Kevin, who studied a BSc in Sport 
and Exercise Sciences at the University 
before also completing an MSc in 
Sports Sciences, now works as Head of 
Performance Analysis for Premiership 
Rugby team, Harlequins. His role 
includes assisting coaches in providing 
feedback, identifying the strengths 
and weaknesses of the opposition, and 
presenting data.

Lake District.

Galloway.

Cork.
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Students’ Union:  
then and now!

Earlier this year, our current Chester 
Students’ Union President, Cherelle Mitchell, 
met the first Student Guild President of the 
then Chester College, Joe Rawlings OBE.

Joe was a student at Chester College 
and gained his Teacher Training Certificate 
in 1937. At 104 years of age, he is the 
University’s oldest known alumnus. Cherelle 
travelled to his home in Carlisle, to gain an 
insight into how the Student Guild was set 
up and what Joe’s role involved. 

Joe arrived at Chester College, aged 22, 
having spent a year volunteering for the 
Scouting movement in North Wales. Prior to 
this, he had studied Science and Geography 
at the University of Southampton. Joe came 
to the College with a fresh perspective, and 

felt that the students were not treated as 
adults, nor given the right to make their 
own decisions.

Joe said: “The College in those days was 
run like a school and the staff appointed 
prefects. It was all very strict. By the end of 
the first year, the staff had already decided 
who they wanted to be prefects for the 
next year.” 

Joe was chosen by the Principal and 
Vice-Principal to be Head Prefect during his 
second year. It was during this time that Joe 
suggested that the old system of prefects 
should be abolished, and a Student Guild 
should be set up. His ideas were clearly 
listened to and he was democratically 
elected as Chairman in 1937.

Joe was provided with an office on 
campus in ‘Prairie’ and warned that he 
may not have as much time for his studies 
anymore. He said: “The Principal told me 
that as Head Prefect, I wouldn’t have as 
much time for my studies, but he said not 
to worry as I would pass my exams! In my 
office, I had a desk, two armchairs and 
facilities for making tea and coffee. If a 
student was worried about anything, they 
came to me first, rather than to the staff. I 
was able to say: ‘Come in, we’ll have a little 
chat and a cup of coffee and find out what 
the problem is.’ In some cases, I had to refer 
them to the nursing side of the College. In 
other cases, I could see it through myself and 
it saved the staff a lot of time.”

Joe outside Cloisters in 1937. Joe’s Prairie office in 1937.Joe’s Office in 2018.

Young Joe Rawlings.
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The Student Guild officially became 
the Students’ Union in 1976, with 
Tricia Naylon as its first President. 

This year has marked 80 years 
of the Students’ Union and without 
the formation of the Student Guild, it 
would not be what it is today.

Our oldest known alumnus gave 
a clear insight into College life over 
80 years ago - what the dormitories 
were like, the types of difficulties 
the students faced and how they 
participated in a lot of sports. Joe 
was identified as a leader at a young 
age, and has continued to lead by 
example throughout his life, whether 
as a teacher, in Scouting, or during his 
time in the Navy.

Cherelle said: “It was an absolute 
honour to meet this hero. I learnt a 
great deal about him and his time at 
the then Chester College. It was great 
to also be able to share how things 
have changed and what is still similar!”

Visit the alumni blog, where you 
can listen in full to Joe’s interview: 
www.chesteralumni.wordpress.com.

Joe looking at photos.

Joe Rawlings and Cherelle Mitchell.

Joe learning more about Chester Students’ Union.
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Open house for historic architecture
The University opened more of its historical buildings than ever, as 
part of the Heritage Open Days scheme. Two of those venues were 
part of the scheme for the first time - the University’s Churchill House 
at Queen’s Park Campus, Handbridge and the University’s Vicarage, 
on Parkgate Road.

Nowadays, Churchill House is home to the University’s Business 
School. Formerly ‘Capital House’, it was completed in 1937-8 as 
a purpose-built centre for the British Army’s Western Command 
military base. It was later sold to a banking company in the 1990s. 
During its time as Western Command, a substantial network of 
subterranean rooms was built under the structure, extending 
towards the River Dee. They were reportedly used as secure meeting 
places for Churchill, Eisenhower and de Gaulle during the Second 
World War, and later as bunkers during the Cold War. 

The University’s Vicarage, known as St Oswald’s and home to 
the Department of English, is a designated Grade II listed building. 
Built in 1880, to serve the parish of St Oswald and the Church of 
St Thomas of Canterbury, the red brick building was designed by 
notable Victorian Architect John Douglas. Douglas designed and 
contributed to a range of buildings across the North West of England, 

including churches, schools, private houses, memorials and extensive 
projects for the Grosvenor family, and the neighbouring student 
accommodation is named after him.

The iconic Chapel, on the Parkgate Road Campus, also opened 
and showcased its newest stained glass window, made possible by 
the generosity of the institution’s alumni. The Alumni Window - a 
permanent commemoration of the University’s 175th Anniversary -  
is the result of a fundraising campaign by the University’s Alumni 
Association (UCAA).

The Chapel was originally built by students at the then Chester 
College and has played an integral part in the life of the institution 
from its early days. It forms both a focal point for activities which 
reflect the Church of England foundation of the University, and also as 
a symbol for the community spirit which is such an important feature 
of Chester for generations of students and staff. 

The Riverside Museum was also open and is home to a permanent 
collection of curiosities from the world of medicine, nursing, midwifery 
and social work. It also features The First World War: Returning Home 
exhibition, which has recently been refurbished with the assistance of 
Big Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Churchill House - previously used as Western Command.

The Vicarage - home to the Department of English.

Display at Riverside Museum.

University Chapel.
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WHERE LIGHTBULB MOMENTS HAPPEN
The multi-million pound Energy Centre 
at the University’s Thornton Science Park 
has been successfully promoting growth 
and acceleration in the development, 
demonstration and exploitation of 
technologies for the energy market.

Thornton is a high-tech site along 
the southern shores of the Mersey 
Gateway, with excellent links to 
transport networks. It is equipped for 
innovative and growing businesses in 
the energy, environmental, automotive 
and advanced manufacturing sectors. 

There are currently over 30 businesses 
located on site, drawing on active 
commercial support and collaboration with 
the University of Chester, and the academic 
and research expertise and facilities of 
the co-located Faculty of Science and 
Engineering. PowerHouse Energy Group 
became the first commercial tenant of the 
Energy Centre, researching gasification.

It provides a flexible space where 
industry and academia are able to 
come together to innovate, develop 
and demonstrate new intelligent energy 
technologies. The Centre is spread across 
three floors and offers industrial test bays, 
laboratory and office space, specialist 
equipment, a board room and a coffee shop. 
The Centre is also home to the Intelligent 

Energy System Demonstrator (IESD) facility.
The Energy Centre at Thornton was 

funded by the Cheshire and Warrington 
Local Enterprise Partnership (CWLEP), which 
contributed £6.8 million from the Local 
Growth Fund. John Adlen, Growth Director of 
the Cheshire Science Corridor at CWLEP, said: 
“Cheshire and Warrington are a hotbed for 
science and innovation, home to a number of 
globally competitive science assets across the 
Cheshire Science Corridor. This is a nationally 
significant facility that will drive research and 
innovation in the energy sector, and is a real 
flagship for Thornton Science Park and the 
Science Corridor as a whole.”

Professor Joe Howe, Executive Director 
and Professor of the Thornton Energy 
Research Institute, said: “The Energy Centre 
will promote growth and acceleration in the 
development and exploitation of technologies 
for the energy market and is a flagship 
innovation project of the Cheshire Science 
Corridor Enterprise Zone, of which Thornton 
is a designated site.” 

Paul Vernon, Senior Executive Director of 
Commercial Operations, and Chief Executive 
of Thornton Research Properties Limited, 
added: “The Energy Centre at Thornton offers 
companies unrivalled possibilities to allow 
lightbulb moments to happen. They are able 
to innovate, interact with clients and supply 

chain partners, in a state-of the-art building 
with access to the latest equipment and 
expertise for energy technology development 
and testing. Researchers can ‘plug and 
play’ with a number of facilities, across all 
aspects of energy systems (conventional and 
unconventional) and smart grids.”

Turn to page 24 to read an interview with 
Honorary Graduate, Dr Andrew Miller, to 
learn more about Thornton Science Park.

THE    NERGY CENTRE

The Energy Centre at Thornton.

The Energy Centre at Thornton.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER IN  

100 OBJECTS
We are uniting staff, students and alumni 
through our latest project: The University of 
Chester in 100 Objects. 

The campaign was inspired by our vision 
of bringing together the past and present, 
to find out what makes the University of 
Chester special to you! We are constantly 
thinking of ways in which we can connect 
with alumni of all ages - we value everyone’s 
perspective. With that in mind, we aim to 
unite you, our alumni, with our current staff 
and students, to identify what makes the 
University of Chester such a special place.

We want you to nominate an item, 
which is symbolic of your time here at the 
University. This could be related to your 

studies, department, or the wider University 
community. It can also include places, or 
even animals too!

We are keen to promote a community 
of inclusivity for all of our alumni. As the 
University is expanding year on year, we 
want you to still feel connected. So whether 
you studied at Chester College, Padgate or 
more recently at the University, we want 
you to share your memories and stories 
with us.

The campaign is taking place 
throughout 2018. Selected objects will be 
uploaded to our Instagram page  
(@ChesterAlumni) and shared on our other 
social media pages. We are also hoping to 

feature some objects on our alumni blog 
too, so please tell us your stories. We would 
love to share them!

If you have an object suggestion and 
photo, please email it to alumni@chester.
ac.uk with a description of why you are 
nominating it. Please don’t worry if you 
can’t find or don’t have a good photo, we 
can arrange something if needed!

We always welcome donations of 
artefacts and images, so if you have 
something you would like to donate, please 
get in touch.

You can view the objects nominated so 
far on social media by searching the hashtag 
#UoC100Objects.

STAYING IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
You may have noticed that we have included 
two forms with your 2018 copy of The 
Cestrian. As well as your Annual Reunion 
booking form, there is also a form inviting 
all of you, our subscribers, to ensure that 
your details are up-to-date, tell us what you 
would like to hear about, and how you would 

prefer to receive these communications.
You may have already heard about 

the General Data Protection Regulation, or 
GDPR. As subscribers to The Cestrian, we 
want you to know that your data is secure 
with us, and that it will never be shared with 
any third parties. There are lots of exciting 

developments and opportunities at the 
University we would like to tell you about -  
filling in the form and returning it to us 
ensures that we are able to do so. 

As always, you can change these 
preferences at any time, and if you no longer 
wish to receive The Cestrian, you can let us 
know by email, telephone or post.

We look forward to sharing more 
Chester stories with you!

University memorabilia.
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1968 leavers – 50 years celebration
A message from Neil McMechan
“If you are a 1968 leaver, please put this date 
in your diary! 

“We are organising a special ‘get-together’ 
on the Friday evening (September 7) of the 
Annual Reunion weekend. Accommodation 
and food will be available. For more details 
please see the booking form that came with 
this magazine, or visit the alumni website.

“In September 2015 (where has that time 
gone?!) we celebrated 50 years of starting at 
College. Many who attended requested that we 
should meet again to mark 50 years since leaving. 

“We are planning a relaxed evening with 
a hot buffet and casual wear, as we take the 
opportunity to renew friendships, exchange 
experiences and gossip!

“You are, of course, welcome to 
participate in the Annual Reunion programme 
over the weekend too.

“Please spread the word to any other 
1968 leavers that you know, so that we can 
make this gathering extra special.”

Should you require further information, 
please contact Neil McMechan at 
neilmcmechan123@btinternet.com, or email 
alumni@chester.ac.uk

JOIN US FOR  
ANNUAL 
REUNION 

2018!
Plans are well underway 
for our Annual Alumni 
Reunion on the Parkgate 
Road Campus from 
September 7-9 and you 
are invited to be part of it. 
Please find enclosed the 
booking form with your 
mailing of The Cestrian, or 
alternatively you can book 
online via our website 
in the upcoming events 
section (https://alumni.
chester.ac.uk/events).

We would like to 
extend our thanks to 
everyone who took part 
in the survey after last 
year’s Reunion. Your 
feedback enables us to 
continue improving the 
weekend and ensuring 
you all have the best 
experience possible.

Our committee of 
volunteers, who form 
the University of Chester 
Alumni Association 
(UCAA), also put a lot 
of time and effort into 
ensuring that everyone 
has a great time; so we 
really do hope that you 
can come.

Don’t forget that 
we will be hosting our 
Tree Dedication Service 
at 9.45am on Sunday 
(September 9) on the 
Parkgate Road Campus 
as part of our World 
War One Centenary 
Commemorations. We 
have planted a variety of 
trees across our campuses 
as memorials to our 77 
alumni, who were killed 
during the First World War. 

Reunion for Ken Mackreth and friends
Ken Mackreth was joined by his former 1967 
classmates on October 2-4 for their 50th reunion in 
Chester. Ken has provided a short report of their trip.

“As this was our celebration of being 50 years 
out of College, we decided to take three days, 
rather than the normal two, and be hotel-based. 
We stayed at The Mollington Banastre, where 
apparently, one of the group informed us, the last 
time we were there was for the 1967 end of season 
Football Club dinner and we were asked to leave!

“We had the usual attendees: Keith Madeley; 
Alan Morgan; Gwill Pryce; Duncan Heywood; Colin 
Campbell; Micky Taylor and myself. Paul Millard was 
a late withdrawal, as he was rushed into hospital the 
night before, but fortunately was feeling better two 
days later.

“Unfortunately, Tony Morrison and David Jones 
were also absent for medical reasons.

“We were joined this year by Geoff Tomlinson, 
who was our goalkeeper in the Football team. We 
were also very pleased to see Terry Wescott, who 
made the long trip from Somerset to have lunch on 
the first day.

“After a pleasant lunch at the Chester Fields, 
we commenced our round of golf. The start was not 
very auspicious, as Keith Madeley, who was the first 
to tee off, missed the ball, took a big divot out of the 
tee and pulled a muscle in his back! Needless to say 
sympathy was flowing once we stopped laughing! 

“The highlight of the second day was catching 
up with our friend, DV Hughes. After finishing our 
river walk to Aldford, DV missed us at the pub 
where we were due to have lunch, as it shut just as 
we arrived after suffering a gas leak! We left to go 
elsewhere before his arrival, but DV caught up with 
us on our annual visit to The Bombay that evening, 
and it was a bonus to have his company.

“Day three started with Footgolf at Sealand 
Road - we were very fortunate that this did not 
end in a trip to A&E! The fact that we are 50 years 
out of College was very obvious, particularly when 
recovering the footballs from the holes.

“The reunion finished at a cold Bangor-on-Dee 
Racecourse, where Gwill Pryce made his usual 
fortune on the horses.

“Overall, the three days were very enjoyable 
and it was great to see everyone. Hopefully the 
muscular injuries will have mended in time for next 
year’s reunion!”

Left to right: Gwill Pryce; Duncan Heywood; Keith Madeley; 
Ken Mackreth; Alan Morgan and Colin Campbell.

1968 leavers.
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Annual Alumni Reunion 2017
We were excited once again to host our 
Annual Alumni Reunion and welcome 
former students back to the Parkgate Road 
Campus. Despite the weekend getting off 
to a bit of a wet start, the weather didn’t 
dampen our alumni’s spirits! 

The party was in full swing on Friday 
evening, with the 1967 starters’ mini-
reunion in White’s Dining Halls and a 
group of 1977 leavers reminiscing in the 
SU Bar. 

The following day was the perfect 
opportunity for friends to catch up further 
over lunch, as well as enjoy former 
lecturer and staff member Stan’s Campus 

Tour and the Chapel Service. There was 
even a game of bowls, from which John 
Lord and Marj Glover emerged victorious.

During Saturday’s Annual General 
Meeting (AGM), we welcomed new UCAA 
members John Lord, Jenny Grummert 
and Ethan Wade. It also saw the 
announcement of the UCAA’s sponsorship 
of the University’s Basketball team through 
The University of Chester Alumni Fund. 

Saturday evening was host to our 
Annual Alumni Dinner, which was 
enjoyed by alumni across all the year 
groups - particularly the 1967 leavers, 
who reunited to share their updates and 

memories with each other. The Basketball 
team also joined us to give a speech, 
alongside Chester Students’ Union 
President, Cherelle Mitchell. Our raffle 
was a sell-out, with alumni taking away 
prizes in the form of vouchers, drinks and 
University merchandise.

We only have limited space for photos 
here, so haven’t been able to feature 
them all. You can view more on our 
website: www.chester.ac.uk/alumni.

Do you have any photos from last 
year’s Reunion that you would like to add 
to our online gallery? You can email them 
to alumni@chester.ac.uk.

Dr Stan France, Honoris Causa. Stan ‘on tour’.

1967 starters.

Tim Denning; David Scull; Michael McNeal 
and Kathryn Denning.Alumni studying our ‘Century of Students’ corridor.
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1967 starters bowls tournament.

The Annual Alumni Dinner.

Bowling winners, Marj Glover and John Lord.

George Holland, Alwyn Peel and  
Stuart Osborne from 1953.

Chapel Service.

Rev Rod Geddes and Peter Thompson.

Alumni looking at the  
memorial plaque.

UCAA members Pat Ransome and 
Geoff Mackenzie helping out. Sue Pennington and Sue Hadfield. Lisa Hughes from 2000. CSU President, Cherelle Mitchell.
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HONORARY GRADUATES
Each year, the University awards Honorary Degrees to eminent individuals for outstanding 
achievements in their chosen fields at our graduation ceremonies. This year, the Development and 
Alumni Relations Office is delighted to begin forging closer links with these Honorary Graduates.

Yvan Besnard is leading the group of 
Honorary Graduates, who would like to 
share their knowledge, skills and expertise 
with our current students. Yvan received 
an Honorary Master of Arts in 2014, for 
his outstanding contribution to the City of 
Chester and County of Cheshire, through 
his work as Honorary Consul for France.

“It is a great privilege for me to have 

been invited to write a short introduction 
to what, I hope, is going to be a regular 
column in this illustrious magazine. I was 
greatly honoured to have been awarded 
an Honorary Degree by the University 
and since then I have wondered how, 
as Honorary Graduates, we could repay 
the University’s kindness and benefit the 
students. After contacting other Honorary 

Graduates, it was suggested that writing 
articles and providing content for The 
Cestrian would be a great way to engage 
further with the University. So it is my 
pleasure to invite you to read the first 
contribution from David Barlow and Dr 
Andrew Miller. I hope that this may prompt 
a great many of you to put pen to paper, 
and send us your own article.”
We had the chance to sit down and have a 
chat with two of our Honorary Graduates, 
David Barlow and Dr Andrew Miller.

David Barlow is an active member 
of the University of Chester alumni 
community, providing many exciting 
business opportunities to students. He 
completed his MBA at the University in 
2003, then received an Honorary Master 
of Arts, in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to local business in the 
electrical sector, in 2015.

Dr Andrew Miller was the MP for 
Ellesmere Port and Neston between 
1992 and 2015. Andrew was awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate in Science, in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution 
to public service, in 2014. Andrew 
continues to work on a voluntary basis in a 
range of scientific areas, linking closely with 
Thornton Science Park. 
Could you tell us a bit more about your 
working lives?

David: “I am the Training and 
Development Director for Barlows (UK) 
Limited, an electrical company based in 
South Cheshire and Manchester. In 1980, 
when the company consisted of five staff, I 
took on the role of forming an apprentice 
scheme, in order to expand and develop 
the number of employees. We now have 
over 450 staff members. The success of 
the company has been built on a loyal and David Barlow receiving the High Sheriff’s Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Economy of Cheshire and the 

Business Community 2017 with then High Sheriff of Cheshire, Kathy Cowell and Lord Lieutenant David Briggs.

Dr Andrew Miller.Yvan Besnard.

24          The Cestrian 2018



effective stream of apprentices completing 
their training in Barlow’s own training 
centres. I have also been re-elected as Chair 
of the Electro Technical Training for England. 
This position is the head of governance 
and standards for all electrical apprentice 
training in England. The electrical industry 
in particular continues to encourage 
specialisation, and I continue to develop 
staff to meet these constant changes.”

Andrew: “I currently work on a 
voluntary basis in a variety of scientific areas. 
Amongst these roles, I am an advisor to 
the UK Research Integrity Office, a trustee 
of Newton’s Apple, a member of the Royal 
Society’s Science Policy Committee and a 
director of Thornton Research Properties. 
Prior to this, I was the MP for Ellesmere Port 
and Neston. As an MP with an active interest 
in science and science policy, I often heard 
employers in the area express concerns 
about the nature of the skills available to 
them. I had also spent many years trying 
to analyse the difference between the 
UK’s competitiveness, compared to the 
world leaders. So when Shell, the previous 
owners of Thornton Science Park, first told 
me that they were going to close their 
former research centre, I realised we had 
the opportunity to do something unique if 
we could acquire the site for the University. 
We could cherry pick the best ideas in 
the world and start to address these two 
interconnected challenges.”
How do you envisage your relationship 
with the University developing?

David: “After working alongside 
Cheshire Business Leaders and the 
National Apprenticeship Service, my 
desire is for all companies to be involved 
in apprenticeships and I will continually 

work with other organisations to provide 
opportunities for young people. That is why 
I fully support the aims of the University 
in encouraging entries for the High Sheriff 
of Cheshire Enterprise Awards in the 
‘Best Apprentice’ category. Explaining to 
companies the merits of apprenticeships 
has been my role for over 20 years and I 
believe that the Apprenticeship Awards are 
a chance to showcase the very best talent. 
As an Honorary Graduate, I am proud to 
develop apprenticeships with the University 
and to see the progression of graduate 
apprentice students. I believe passionately 
that the opportunity for young people to 
achieve their goals (without amassing a 
large debt), and gain confidence working 
in partnership with an employer, prepares 
them for a successful future.”

Andrew: “When I was first elected to 
represent Ellesmere Port and Neston, the 
constituency and the then Chester College 
had very little in common. That cannot be 
said today as the Thornton Campus has 
rapidly become one of the key drivers of 
the Cheshire Science Corridor, as well as 
a significant employment location with a 
tremendous future, undertaking world class 
research. It will take several more years to 
reach the site’s full potential, but the early 
indicators are really promising. Another 
indicator is that we have already attracted 
many companies to the site, all working 
in close harmony with the University and 
drawing on the research capability on site. 
I firmly believe that this model of bringing 
academia and forward-thinking business 
together, will both improve the student 
experience and subsequent employability, 
as well as help drive the competitiveness 
of the businesses on and around the site. 

To illustrate my point, several of the first 
cohort of graduates at Thornton gained 
immediate employment with exciting 
companies on the site, and we also have 
examples of the unique research capability 
of the academic team solving problems for 
tenant companies.”
What are your plans for the future?

David: “I want to continue to inspire 
young people by providing them with 
opportunities through apprenticeships. 
The apprentice scheme at Barlows 
currently has over 100 apprentices in 
training! I intend to continue to use my 
role as an apprenticeship ambassador and 
my position as the Chair of all electrical 
apprenticeships, to help further the training 
and education of young people. I am also 
part of the University Business Research 
Group for small and family-run businesses, 
so I would like to explore opportunities 
through this Group further.”

Andrew: “What does the future hold? 
Cheshire West and Cheshire Council is 
expecting the Thornton site to grow to 
around 4,500 people and I think that 
is realistic. That could involve national 
laboratory facilities, such as the Geoenergy 
Observatory being proposed for Ince 
Marshes by the British Geological Survey, 
world leading clean energy research, high 
end computing and mathematics, and new 
partnerships with many more companies 
ranging from science led start-ups, to major 
multinationals. Over and above all that, 
it will become a place where the unique 
student experience will make us the envy of 
universities throughout the UK and beyond, 
and I intend to fully support that.”

You can read more about the Energy 
Centre at Thornton Science Park on page 19.

Thornton Science Park.
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LATEST NEWS A CLICK AWAY
Last year the Development and 
Alumni Relations Office launched 
the alumni blog - an online 
platform to keep you up-to-date 
with all the latest alumni news, 
events and stories in between 
editions of The Cestrian. 

Over the past year, we 
have shared wonderful College 
and University memories from 
our alumni over the decades, 
and we have heard about how 
the student experience has 
changed over the years. We 
have kept you informed about 
our exciting alumni events 
and projects too, such as our 
Annual Reunion and World 
War One Commemorations, 
including our poppy project. It’s 
been a very busy year here in 
the Development and Alumni 
Relations Office!

We have also been lucky 
enough to gain an insight into 
the working lives of some of 
our graduates too - those who 
are just beginning their careers, 
and others who have been 

established in theirs for years. 
They have kindly shared with us 
their words of wisdom, which 
will hopefully help to inspire 
our new alumni to achieve great 
things too!

Remember, there are a 
number of other ways you 
can get involved if blogging 
isn’t your thing. Have you 
ever considered ushering at 
our graduation ceremonies? 
The next graduation dates are 
November 5-9, so drop us a 
message if you’d like to help. We 
would love to hear from you!

Meanwhile, you can keep 
up with our weekly blog posts 
at https://chesteralumni.
wordpress.com.

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

A TALE OF TWO KITTIES
Those of you who follow us on 
social media may be familiar 
with our current ‘Campus Cat’, 
Millie. But did you know that 
before her, we had Fivepence 
the College Cat? Retired 
staff member, Joan Dentith 
(Schools Secretary, 1966-
74), tells us more about the 
adventures of Fivepence…

“One morning in 1968, 
a rather handsome black 
cat walked into the College 
through a side entrance. After 
a few days, Fivepence moved 
into the Education Department 
office with me, and was fed 
with treats from the Catering Department, via Miss Ross.

“In the evenings, he would spend his time walking 
and sleeping between the Senior Common Room and the 
Porters’ Office. He took to resting near the mail box. As the 
postage for a letter cost 5p, we named him Fivepence.

“After a couple of years, he took to walking down 
Parkgate Road and unfortunately injured his shoulder. 
He was taken to the vet, who operated on him, placing a 
steel plate in his leg and shoulder. After two weeks at the 
vets, he returned to College. But, there was a big vet bill 
of £12 - which was a lot in 1970!

“So, the admin team placed a box in Gladstone Hall, 
asking students for small change. In two days, we had 
£10, plus several pounds from the academic staff.

“Fivepence had a five star hotel life in College for 
many years. He was looked after by the Principal’s 
Secretary, Christina Veal, from 1974 until he died. The 
Head Gardener, Walter Rainford, buried him in the Chapel 
grounds and his obituary was noted in the Collegian 
magazine by Leon Boucher.”

We would be delighted if any other retired staff 
would like to share their memories with us in the next 
edition of The Cestrian, so please get in touch! You can 
email your stories to alumni@chester.ac.uk.

PUBLISHING FIRST FOR RETIRED ACADEMIC
Roger Swift, Emeritus Professor of Victorian Studies and 
former Director of the Graduate School, has continued to 
research and write since his retirement in 2007. 

His latest book, Charles Pelham Villiers: Aristocratic 
Victorian Radical, was published in April 2017. This is the 
first biography of Charles Villiers and explores the political 
career of a noted Victorian reformer and parliamentarian, 
who still holds the record as the longest-serving Member 

of Parliament (for Wolverhampton from 1835 until his 
death in 1898) in British history.

Professor Swift, who is also an Honorary Visiting 
Professor in Humanities at the University of Keele, has 
also co-edited William Gladstone: New Studies and 
Perspectives and contributed an essay on the Irish in 
Britain to The Cambridge Social History of Modern 
Ireland, edited by Eugenio Biagini and Mary Daly.

@UoChesterAlumni

@ChesterAlumni

@ChesterAlumni

University of Chester Alumni

Fivepence, the College Cat.

Professor Roger Swift.

Millie, the Campus Cat.
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Love is in the air for 
Warrington graduates
Warrington Campus was recently at the 
heart of a romantic proposal when a 
couple who met for the first time while 
studying there got engaged.

Sanjay Kurian, 30, from Shrewsbury, 
popped the question to his now fiancée 
Jayde Knox, 29, from Royton, near 
Oldham, during a weekend reunion in 
the exact room in the hall of residence 
(Newton) where they originally met 10 
years ago during Freshers’ Week.

Sanjay and Jayde both graduated 
in 2010 after studying Advertising with 
Film Studies and Television Production 
with Film Studies respectively. The 
couple were visiting the Warrington 
Campus with a group of University 
friends when Sanjay swept Jayde off 
her feet with his romantic gesture. He 
had already been in contact with the 
University, their families and friends to 
plan the perfect proposal.

Sanjay, who works as a HR Officer, 
said: “It was literally 10 years to the day 
we met and it just so happened that 
day was also our friend Aaron’s 30th 
birthday. I’d spoken to him a year earlier 
to see if I could steal his birthday from 
him and use that as a reason to get us 
to the University. I then contacted all 
of our friends and family to make sure 
they were there.

“When we got to the Campus, I 
convinced Jayde to walk with me to her 
room where we had met. She walked 
out almost immediately! I coaxed her 
back in to the room, where I finally 
proposed with the ring she has always 
wanted (she told me over the years the 
exact ring she wanted!) and I had made 
for her.”

Jayde, who is a Dispensing Optician 
Manager, added: “He got down on one 
knee and pulled out a ring box and I just 
started to cry, I was crying that much I 
couldn’t see properly as he put the ring 

on my finger and he asked if I liked it. 
I couldn’t see it but I said I loved it - it 
turns out he had been taking notes over 
the years for the exact ring I wanted. It 
was perfect.

“We headed down to the Students’ 
Union Bar, then on the way he told 
me he hadn’t asked my parents for 
permission and that I should call them -  
I did. We then went into the Bar and 
the majority of our University friends 
were waiting at the front. I started crying 
again - they knew about the whole thing 
and had kept it a surprise from me for a 
whole year. I was shocked!

“They then ushered me around 
to the next part of the Bar, where the 
pool tables are, and Sanjay’s friends 
from home were playing pool - it was 
surreal. I couldn’t work out what was 
happening and I cried again. Sanjay’s 
family then popped out from behind 
and congratulated us and I cried even 
more - I didn’t think I could take any 
more surprises. Finally, we walked 
through to the last room and my friends 
from home jumped out and surprised 
me and told me to turn around for me 
to see my family, including my Mum 
and Dad, standing there (also crying 
along with me). We hugged and danced 
and Sanjay made a speech to thank 
everyone for coming.”

The surprises didn’t end there, 
with Sanjay taking his new fiancée 
and their guests to the restaurant 
they went to for their first dinner date 
for a meal that evening.

The next morning, Sanjay woke 
Jayde to tell her they were off later that 
day for a four-day break to Spain, to the 
destination of their first holiday together.

She said: “I told him I didn’t have 
the time off work because he didn’t 
tell me I needed to book it, but he 
had already been in touch with the 

Director of my store and booked it off 
for me in secret!”

The couple, who now live in 
Manchester, plan to get married on 
September 21, 2019.

Sanjay Kurian and Jayde Knox.

Jayde’s ring.
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YEAR NOTES
Year Note Secretaries take a considerable amount of 
time and effort to gather information on their fellow 
former students, and this is greatly appreciated.

The University respectfully requests that specific 
medical conditions and other personal details 
should only be included if the person being 
mentioned has given their permission for the 
information to be published. 

Where reports have been significant in length, 
these have been abridged in order to accommodate 
information from all those submitted.
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1951

One of our old contemporaries, 
David Hough (from 
Wolverhampton), who now lives 
in Ireland, keeps growing beautiful 
roses and has been in touch via 
Tony Hindley. I have had a reply 
from David with an owl perched 
on the gauntlet on his left arm. 
The owl’s name is ‘Remember’; 
which sounds like a challenge! 

Tony deserves 
congratulations for two reasons. 
He, with his lovely wife Cynthia, 
has attended the Reunion for 
many, many years. Secondly, he 
is now 90 years old. He never 
smoked, unlike some foolish 
men like myself. He played 
the bagpipes for years, often 
travelling to Hong Kong to do 
so until a couple of years ago. 

Also in his nineties (91), is my 
old Table Tennis nemesis, Ivor 
Nicholls. Like the rest of us, he 
keeps taking the medication and 
battling on.

Barry Wademan and his wife, 
Winifred, have moved into more 
suitable accommodation because 
of his health problems. John 
(Jack) Farley, who played the 
organ in the College Chapel, is 
not as well as he was last year. As 
a rider, the four of us, Winifred, 
Barry, Jack and myself, were at 
Mexborough Grammar School 
during the Second World War. 

Derek Rawsthorne, who 
visited Chester a couple of years 
ago, has emailed me. He still has 
his devoted wife Margaret to 
care for him. Ian Anderson, the 
skilled craftsman, has moved to 
be nearer to family members 

somewhere in Cheshire. Ken 
Thorley, now a widower, lives in 
Hale, Cheshire. 

Geoff G Griffiths 
01663 744879 / 07522 420943

 
1952

A short report this year, I 
keep reasonably well but Pam 
is taking over all the jobs in 
the house and garden. I was 
pleased that George and Ivy 
Hurst attended Reunion in 
September. Unfortunately, I 
have not heard from any of the 
other regular attendees, Derek 
Weaver and Arthur Bessell. 

I have had a good chat 
with Doug Rowley, who is now 
in a wheelchair but attending 
Stoke City matches in the 
disabled area.

Do let me know your news or 
information about other 52-ers.

Ken Wyatt 
01743 791588  

 kenwyatt30@btinternet.com
 
1953

Many thanks for all your cards, 
letters and telephone calls at 
Christmas. It is good to know 
that amidst all the various 
medical conditions shared by 
our small band of octogenarians, 
that there are still some fit and 
healthy specimens, including 
George Holland, Colin Vokes, 
Brian Platt and Jack Cooper. 

George is still teaching piano 
to several pupils and enjoying the 
comforts of Greece from time to 
time. I enjoyed his company at 
Reunion, along with our other 
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attendee, Stuart Osborne. 
Visiting Taunton earlier 

this year, I spent two enjoyable 
afternoons with Bryan and Mary 
Kenworthy. Apart from the 
blindness, Bryan is very well and 
at times it seemed almost like 
being back at College together. 

Colin Vokes is still enjoying 
lengthy walks and living near 
Pendle Hill. He also manages that 
climb. Activities like golf though 
have virtually disappeared from 
our list, with the latest victim 
being Gill Holt due to a fractured 
ankle, and Norman Roberts has 
also decided to put it behind him 
for the sake of his back. He and 
Alan Crowther have not left the 
Isle of Man for some years now, 
but hopefully during the coming 
year, my intended visit there will 
bring us together. Also away from 
the links, Jimmy Nelson must be 
becoming quite a Bridge expert, 
with regular sessions.

Those still driving include 
Dave Tipper, Dave Peet and Eric 
Henderson, though it seems to 
be confined to shorter distances. 
I enjoy regular telephone chats 
with Eric and Alan Nicholls, 
and cards assure me that John 
Herbert, Peter Sambrook and 
Don Hitchcock are still around 
even if not kicking! Please keep 
in touch and stay well.

Alwyn Peel
 
1956

Most of the news I have received 
has been of aches and pains, 
rather than happy holidays. 
The problems of old age have 
certainly caught us up. We now 
number 41 - exactly half our 
starting line-up in 1954. Some 
still keep in touch as follows:

Roger Orme is enjoying his 
new home in Oxfordshire. He has 
joined a local choir and does his 
walking in Blenheim Palace Park.

In Canada, Ray Norman finds 
travelling by water much less 
frustrating to see the world than 
by road or air.

David Higgins has undertaken 

a huge winding down exercise. 
He has resigned from all his 
committees and has even bought 
a smaller car.

Brian Wilson has also bought 
a new car: an automatic. He still 
serves his local church as the 
Parish Administrator.

Bob Jeffreys has sold his 
second home in France. He 
remains on several committees 
in Grantham.

Brian Ingham celebrated his 
diamond wedding anniversary 
last summer. Unfortunately, 
illness prevented a celebratory 
holiday in Amsterdam.

Brian Langan no longer 
travels abroad. Future holidays 
will be in Britain and by coach.

Ray Bowers was hoping to 
spend Christmas with his son in 
Los Angeles.

Alan Barnett must be the 
fittest of our year. He has already 
booked 18 short breaks in the UK 
for 2018.

I have also heard from Rod 
Heslop, Arthur Roberts and 
Roy Thompson.

I was unable to attend the 
September Reunion. I hope it 
doesn’t mark the end of my close 
connection with the University.

Sadly, Frank Bonser and Brian 
Wainwright died in December.

Brian McDermott
 
1957/1958

Several years have passed since 
our Year Notes appeared in The 
Cestrian. It is now 60 years since 
we left what we continue to call 
Chester College, with all our fond 
memories. The event may be 
worth marking.

There are still a few of us 
left, and in touch. Our names 
may mean something to those 
still standing from the years 
around us. Regular contacts 
include: Brian Martland; Colin 
Hunt; Dave Walker; Keith Rowles; 
Malcolm Burrill; Mike Stevens; 
Mike Johnston; Mike Duffield; 
Peter Noden; Ray Thomas; 
Simon Nanson; John Slee and 

Eric Bolton. Other names appear 
occasionally in correspondence.

There isn’t enough room 
to give any details about our 
lives, but if anyone is interested 
to learn more or get in touch, 
please email me.

Ken Morgan 
kenmorgs@outlook.com

Mid Year 1961

I am pleased to report that 
Ian Manship is making steady 
progress, although he is 
experiencing hearing problems. In 
the summer he resumed driving 
in his trusty Volvo, but only short 
journeys. I am hoping to see him, 
when I visit the North West. 

Bill Ainslie, who recently 
reminded me that we were the 
first Mid Year students, meeting 
on arrival at Chester in 1960, now 
spends a lot of time with his wife 
visiting exotic places - The Pitcairn 
Island and walking Japanese 
Buddha Trails to name but a few. 

Laurie Cooke and Harry 
Thomason keep active by playing 
tennis and golf respectively. Keith 
Hayhurst has once again been 
elected to the Lancashire County 
Cricket Board. 

Richard Lawson continues 
to amaze with his regular Park 
Runs. Apparently, in 1982 we had 
been running in the same road 
races and the London Marathon, 
oblivious of the fact that we were 
in the same events. 

We have met up with Harold 
Hinchliffe and his wife Jackie 
several times last year - we are 
both lucky in having a convivial 
pub with good food on our 
doorsteps. It was good to talk 
about old times at Exton Park 
and having morning coffee with 
Tony Dable.

Eric Draper 
janric.bleeberry@btinternet.com

1961

News this year is sparse, but I can 
report that Messrs. D. K. Owen, 
R. D. McGuigan and I visited 

mid-Wales in July to spend a 
few days with Dai Evans. All the 
lads are well for their age and 
the trip was indeed memorable 
- especially an evening’s meal in 
Eardisley. Dai Owen described the 
venue as his sort of heaven. He 
was surrounded by some 30,000 
books whilst eating his beloved 
sausage and mash, and drinking 
a pint of foaming beer in the 
company of his best friends!

That same day, we had 
been to Bredon to call on 
young Geoffrey Trigg and 
Bernadette, and found them in 
good spirits. I was glad to find 
Bernadette in better health 
and Geoffrey is of course still 
the youngest in our year!

The September Reunion was 
equally enjoyable, although our 
numbers were down. The above 
mentioned lads all turned up, plus 
Eric Bibby. Very pleasingly, Pauline 
Singleton was with us again too. 
She is now a grandmother and it’s 
good to note she has become a 
regular at our reunions.

No report is ever complete 
without news of Tony Street and 
his family. He always gives one an 
account of his busy life with his 
family, and this time he included a 
superb photograph of himself and 
Pat with his grandchildren. They 
are all looking so well and happy.

Tom Jones reports that he 
and Beth are well. He still bowls, 
sings and plays in the orchestra, 
and is off to Australia to see his 
son Richard and family.

I ring Trevor Smalley in New 
Zealand quite regularly and 
Ann is well. At the moment, the 
family are contemplating buying 
a new property, to cater for the 
needs of the six horses they have 
between them.

I have received Christmas 
cards from John Westall and Peter 
Sharples and trust that they are in 
good health.

I don’t like ending the report 
on a sad note, but I have received 
confirmation that Norman 
Johnson (1960) has died.

Tony Robinson
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1965

As we notch up another year and 
realise that it’s now well over 
50 years since we left Chester 
to embark upon our careers in 
teaching, it’s good to know that 
friendships that started here 
have endured over the years, and 
there’s every indication that they 
will continue to do so. 

In November, Pam and I were 
delighted to host a get-together 
with Neil and Sue Wales, John 
and Leslie Broady, and Dianne, 
Bob Morten’s widow. Neil, John 
and Bob ‘hit it off’ from the very 
first day at College, and remained 
a very close threesome ever 
since. I’m sure it was much the 
same for many others.

I’m pleased to report that 
Neil Wales and Ken Tasker have 
both completely recovered from 
heart valve surgery, and no doubt 
they’ll be comparing notes!

In November, I attended the 
funeral of Bob Iddon, at New 
Longton near Preston, where he 
was Headteacher and I had the 
honour of being his Deputy. His 
obituary appears on page 32, but 
I would just like to record what 
a super leader and example he 
was. He was 95 when he died. 
I’d known about New Longton 
CE School via Bill Donkin, whose 
first post was there before he 
left for Canada. I hear from Bill 
occasionally, and was saddened 
to hear recently that his wife 
Barbara, who also taught at New 
Longton, is in poor health.

I’m always pleased to hear 
news of members of the year of 
1965. I can be contacted via the 
alumni office, or via email.

Colin Rodgers 
colinandpamrodgers@gmail.com

1967

The day of our 50th anniversary 
dawned, but it was a long way 
short of bright and fair. Everyone 
who came had driven through 
torrential rain to reach Chester. 

Of our year group, Daphne 

Ashby; Tim and Kath Denning; 
Ray Jones; Mike and Lindsay 
McNeal; Andrew (Stan) 
Matthews; Stan Moss; Dai Scull; 
Eric Shenton and Ann Watkins 
(née Lumley), braved the rain and 
arrived for lunch. Brenda (née 
Message) and Ian Crickett came 
down after lunch, just missing 
Mike and Lindsay, who had left to 
go on holiday.

During the afternoon, those 
who had not visited the College 
since leaving in 1967 took 
advantage of the offer to join 
the guided tour of the Campus. 
Fortunately the weather had 
cleared by this time, so they were 
able to appreciate just what has 
been done in the 50 years since 
we left. There are still remnants 
of the College to be seen, 
but the Campus has changed 
tremendously. Gladstone Hall is 
dwarfed by the size and number 
of the new buildings.

Gill Little

1969

Another year passes by, and 
next year, in response to many 
requests, we hope to arrange 
a special Golden Anniversary 
Reunion, celebrating 50 years 
since leaving Chester. This will 
be on the Friday evening, of the 
Reunion in September 2019. 
More information will be sent 
out closer to the date by Dave 
Cowell and myself.

My report commences 
on a sad note, as we honour 
Dave Potts, one of our PE guys, 
who sadly passed away before 
Christmas. In the words of the 
late, great rugby commentator, 
Bill McClaren, we can warmly 
describe Dave, who was 
the football Captain, as a 
“juggernaut” of a mighty player 
at 6ft 4ins. He was described by 
Gareth Hopkin as a “footballer 
built like a rugby player!” Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
Anne and the family.

I’m pleased to report that 
we had a good representation at 

the Annual Reunion. A few days 
before, a small group of us had 
two enjoyable days of walking in 
North Wales. The group included 
Dave and Kathy Cowell, Dave 
and Veronica Hodkinson, and 
Jim and Pat Macmullen. Alida 
Droppert joined us for one of 
the days.

Before Christmas, another 
of our groups met up for a walk 
and festive meal in Rivington, 
Lancashire: Neil and Ellie 
McMechan; Frank and Sue 
Pennington; Richard and Pat 
Ransome; and Peter and Gwen 
Thompson. We’d also previously 
met up for our annual trip to the 
Eisteddfod at Llangollen. 

I’d welcome any news or 
feedback from others in our 
year group who’d be keen to 
meet up for various initiatives. 
Please do get in touch. Dave 
Cowell and I can be contacted on 
the following email addresses: 
dciom262@gmail.com 
(usually all former PE folk) and 
geoffmackenzie8@gmail.com 
(others).

My sincere thanks to 
the splendid alumni and 
development team once more, 
for all their help and support.

With best wishes to you all, 
Geoffrey Mackenzie 

 
1970

This year, the 1970 year group 
commemorated a significant 
event. At the Annual Reunion 
in September, we celebrated 
50 years since joining Chester 
College. John Lord told me that 
the Reunion was a great success 
and he extended his thanks to 
Henry Porteous, Bill Lyon and 
the three wonderful ladies from 
the Alumni and Development 
team, who helped him with 
planning and organisation. 

Some travelled far to attend: 
Denis Mulkerrin from Spain and 
Dave Nicholas from America. 
The Friday evening buffet was 
attended by around 30 people 
from across the subject areas, 

including Maths tutor, David 
Hughes (DVH) and PE tutor, Joan 
Royle. On Saturday morning, 
Stan France led a conducted 
tour of the University site, 
which is now very different to 
the College we attended. Stan 
was a lecturer, but also a 1967 
fresher, so he has never actually 
left! The rearranged Bowls 
Tournament, organised by Geoff 
Ellis, was both entertaining and 
highly enjoyable. Photographs of 
the event are accessible on the 
alumni website.

Whilst at the Reunion, 
Lesley Wheeldon spent time 
looking around Chester with 
Phyllis Mason (Maths tutor). 
Lesley recently spotted Jennifer 
Reid (1970) in an old 1968 
Christian Union photograph. Is 
anyone able to locate Jennifer’s 
current abode? 

A couple of years ago, 
Geoffrey Spiller (1970) asked 
for help in contacting three 
former students. He is still 
trying to trace David Lynn 
Thomas (originally from South 
Wales), Chris Simons (from 
Worksop) and Dave Rodda 
(from Mansfield). Can anyone 
help, please?

During the year, I’ve heard 
from five new colleagues: 
Marjorie Glover (née Bromilow); 
Pete and Pat Little (née 
Smethurst); and Henry and 
Lynn Porteous (née Machent). 
Correspondence has also come 
from Alida Droppert, John Watts 
and David Hutchinson, who told 
me that his wife Lindsay has 
now happily joined the ranks of 
the retired. 

Ryan Jervis reported that he 
continues to work part-time as 
a Schools Improvement Officer. 
He’s also completed 40 years as 
Shrewsbury Town Football Club 
Match Day Announcer.

Kelvin Young 
27 Orchard Road, Skidby,  

East Yorkshire, HU16 5TL /  
kelvinyoung@ 

kelvinyoung.karoo.co.uk /  
01482 843446
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1971
 
Do you realise that it’s coming up 
to 50 years since we began our 
Chester College careers? Most 
of us are now enjoying a well-
deserved retirement after a life 
spent in education. 

Together with the 
Development and Alumni 
Relations Office, I am 
coordinating a 50th Anniversary 
Reunion at the University of 
Chester over the Annual Reunion 
weekend from September 7-9, 
2018. Our last major gathering 
was in 1996, when we met up for 
the 25th Anniversary of leaving 
Chester. Such a lot has happened 
in the intervening years. 

If you are interested in 
joining me in September for 
our 50th anniversary, please 
complete the enclosed booking 
form AND also let me have 
your email and other contact 
details as soon as possible via 
susanhector@btinternet.com.

If you’ve got any news 
for me - exciting travel, new 
additions to your family, other 
items of interest - please let me 
have this throughout the year, 
so I’ve something to put in the 
Year Notes.

Looking forward to 
catching up with many of you 
in September!

Susan Hector
 
1972

September 2019 will be a 
significant date for us. Mark it 
down in your diaries as it will 
be 50 years since we embarked 
on teacher training at the then 
Chester College of Education.

A group of us are organising 
a mini reunion for any who would 
like to join us at the Annual 
Reunion in September 2019.

We have looked at plans 
to make the 2019 Reunion a 
memorable weekend, but would 
welcome your input and we 
extend an invitation to all to share 
ideas, proffer support, bring along 

photographs and artefacts of 
College days, or attend any of our 
planning meetings.

Joining me in the planning 
meetings has been Pat Ransome 
(née Salter) and Sue Hadfield 
(née Iddon). Steve Parker has 
also attended. Pat says her 
abiding memories of College are 
too numerous, but perhaps a few 
are: “My interview - argh! Still I 
got in… Singing with Gilbert and 
Sullivan productions - particularly 
Iolanthe. I wonder why? 
Wednesday afternoons - sport 
and orange segments!” 

Sue is now retired. She 
regularly attends meetings 
and events at Chester. Her 
daughter was a Chester student 
between 1997 and 2001, and 
now teaches in Blacon. At one 
of our planning meetings, Sue 
brought some of her impressive 
collection of artefacts from 
College days. We spent a long 
time looking through them and 
talking about the memories 
they brought back.

Steve has done fine work 
for the University by researching 
the backgrounds of the 77 staff 
and students commemorated 
on the war memorial in the 
University Chapel. 

I am enjoying my own 
retirement and last year was 
an election agent during the 
general election. Additional time 
in retirement has enabled me to 
spend more time in the gym and 
in recent months, I have been 
working with a personal trainer.

We all look forward to 
hearing from you either about 
your interest in our Reunion 
plans, or to catch up with your 
own news.

Kenneth Kay 
k.kay5@btinternet.com

1973
 

Last September’s Reunion 
was a much quieter affair and 
even the usual sunny weather 
was replaced by heavy rain on 
the Saturday.

Sue Jones and Liz Oliver 
were unable to attend. Gaynor 
Hale was visiting Moscow and 
St Petersburg, so there was 
only Sheila Nicholas and myself 
before we met Dave Robertson 
later in the bar. 

There were a few stalwarts 
in there, such as Eric Chadwick 
and his mates on the Friday 
evening. I am pleased to say 
that Liz is feeling fitter than 
ever after her operation, and 
Sue has recovered from her 
nasty virus.

Sue and Gwil, Gaynor, 
myself and Les, plus Sheila and 
Tony (who hates shopping) 
decided to catch up at Cheshire 
Oaks, with a bit of retail therapy 
included. Sheila and Tony have 
become grandparents again. 
Most of us are now busy either 
looking after grandchildren, (so 
ask us anything about Peppa 
Pig or Spiderman!), or looking 

after parents in their 90s, but 
still living in their own homes.

I managed to win another 
golf trophy last year and will 
try to improve my game this 
season. I still try to keep my 
brain cells active, although 
sometimes wonder what day 
it is!

Gaynor is busy 
choreographing shows for the 
U3A drama group, so we are 
hoping to go over to Liverpool 
in June to see one of its 
performances.

Dave Robertson and his 
cycling friends have been 
spotted sporting their Lycra on 
the streets of Liverpool and are 
still at large. 

If anyone has any news 
please feel free to contact me 
via email.

Teresa Gould (née Kawecki)  
aka Tree 

gouldteresa51@gmail.com

YEAR NOTES
The 2019 edition of The Cestrian will again feature 

Year Notes from our Year Secretaries. So that we can 
include everyone’s news, please could we request 
that submissions are kept to a maximum of 300 
words, and are received by us no later than Friday, 
February 1, 2019. We recommend that Year Notes 
are emailed to alumni@chester.ac.uk so that we can 
acknowledge receipt.

The Alumni and Development team would 
be delighted to receive your letters, photos and 
story ideas for the next edition of The Cestrian by 
February 1, 2019.

If you have memories that you would like to 
share, need our help finding an old friend, or would 
like to come back and visit the campus, please get in 
touch. We would be happy to help!



OBITUARIES
The University was saddened to receive obituaries 
for the following alumni this year.
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Robert Iddon 
1942

Robert (Bob) Iddon died 
peacefully in New Longton. He 
was grateful for having such a 
very long and interesting life, 
but his health and mobility had 
deteriorated since he went into 
care in December 2015.

At his funeral service at All 
Saints’ Church, there was a large 
congregation of family, friends, 
neighbours, former members 
of staff, former pupils and their 
parents. There were three 
former pupils (all octogenarians), 
whom dad had taught while at 
Lostock Hall Council School from 
1946, after his war service in the 
Royal Navy. 

We tried to incorporate as 
many of his wishes as possible 
into the service, with a fine 
tribute and introduction from 
the vicar, a superb address by 
my brother, David, prayers by 
his son, Jonathan and a Bible 
reading by me. 

Afterwards, courtesy of 
the Governors of New Longton 
CE Primary School, a buffet 
was served in the school 
hall, attended by over 100. 
This was very fitting as Dad 
had been Headteacher there 
from January 1954 until his 
retirement in July 1982. 

At College, Dad was known 
as Jack Iddon (after a 1930s 
Lancashire county cricketer). His 
lifelong friend was Bill (Judy) Blair 
from Welshpool. He attended 
several reunions in the 1990s 
with his wife Sallie. He was 
retired for 35 years and was a 
widower for half those years. 

Bob was proud of his five 
grandchildren and 11 great-

grandchildren (he knew it would 
soon be 12). At the age of 79, 
he was striding up Northgate 
Street for granddaughter Liz’s 
graduation in Chester Cathedral 
in November 2001.

Susan Hadfield (née Iddon)

David Greenlees
1948

It is with great sadness that I 
report the death, in July 2017, 
of a much loved and respected 
colleague and friend, David 
Greenlees.

At College, he loved rowing 
and was a staunch member of 
the Boat Club. He rowed in the 
Head of the River Race in 1948.

A faithful supporter of our 
Annual Reunions for many years, 
David was the life and soul of the 
events, and frequently regaled 
us with his mini lectures on the 
quality and variety of red wine!

He was proud of being 
born in Bolton (in 1928) into 
a musical family. He learned 
to play the violin at the age of 
six, and thereafter, his life was 
coloured by his love of music. 
In his early career, he became a 
peripatetic teacher of the violin 
for Lancashire LEA, then became 
Head of the Instrumental Music 
Service for Sheffield LEA. He 
was founder of the City of 
Sheffield Youth Orchestra, to 
which he remained committed 
all his days. He also played the 
violin professionally, leading the 
orchestra for Lancashire and 
District Choral Society, Oratorio 
Chorus, and Hallam Sinfonia. He 
once played for Shirley Bassey!

A lifelong member of All 
Saints Eccleshall Church, his 
roles included Churchwarden, 

PCC member, the musical life of 
church worship, and leading the 
Praise Band.

David and Ruth were 
married in 1954, and have two 
children, John and Jane, and 
two grandchildren. 

Fortunately, there are 
countless people, young and old, 
whose lives have been enriched 
by David’s love of music and the 
quality of his teaching. No man 
could have left a greater legacy 
to his pupils; because of it, he 
will be long remembered.

David Lewis

Roy Schofield 
1951

As a fellow Yorkshireman, I was 
a friend of Roy’s during our time 
at College. We played soccer 
together - he was more skilful 
than myself. He had lost his left 
eye in an accident when he was 
just seven years old, but until we 
played our opponents a second 
time, they were not aware of his 
handicap.

He became a sports master 
at Hemsworth and was an early 
mentor of Geoffrey Boycott, 
who mentioned Roy in his 
autobiography. Roy also played 
many sports including cricket, 
tennis and crown green bowls.

In 1955, Roy married his 
teenage sweetheart, Stella Lee, 
a music teacher. They had no 
children, but fostered a girl called 
Linda for many years.

Roy gained his first headship 
in Staffordshire in 1965, and after 
a short stay he became head of St 
James Junior School, Crigglestone. 
As a keen sportsman, he became 
a football referee and officiated 
the Yorkshire Boys Cup Finals at 

Barnsley, Bradford and Leeds.
Roy took early retirement in 

1987, with his wife, Stella, who 
sadly passed away in 1990.

Roy continued to play bowls 
throughout the years, indoors 
in winter of course. As always, 
he was competitive and won 
several trophies. 

In 1991, Roy moved into 
a bungalow in Normanton, an 
area which he knew well. During 
his last 15 years, he had a good 
friendship with his neighbour 
Molly. They shared meals, days 
out and holidays together in the 
UK and abroad. Roy ended his 
days in The Croft Care Home, 
where he was treated well.

Geoff Griffiths

David Millar
1954

We have sadly been informed 
that 1954 alumnus, David 
Millar, died in February 2018. 

His wife Suzanne tells us 
that David was always very 
proud of attending Chester 
College and had fond memories 
of RAG week mischief. 

During his career, he taught 
in the Wirral, London and 
Africa, and became a Senior 
Lecturer at the Teacher Training 
College in Sittingbourne, Kent 
before retiring. 

Geoff Oldroyd
1954

Walter Geoffrey Oldroyd died 
on January 31, 2017, aged 86. 
Geoff led an active life. He 
enjoyed fell-walking with his 
wife, Margaret, in the Lake 
District well into his 80s.
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He talked about how he 
enjoyed his years at Chester 
College from 1952-54, where 
he studied for his teaching 
certificate in Physical Education 
and Maths. A sporting ‘all-
rounder’, Geoff was Vice-Captain 
of the rowing crew.

Born in Sheffield, he and his 
family moved to East Yorkshire 
in the 1930s. Geoff went to Hull 
Grammar School. He completed 
two years of National Service 
in the RAF, utilising his Maths 
skills in air traffic control, before 
attending Chester College. 
This was followed by his first 
teaching job at Hull’s Fountain 
Road Boys’ School, and in 1957, 
he gained a specialist Physical 
Education Diploma from 
Carnegie College.

Geoff met Margaret 
teaching at Hull’s Greatfield 
School and they married 
in 1960. She shared his 
love of sports, adventure 
and competitiveness. Their 
marriage was also bound by 
the challenges of coping with 
their son, Richard, who has 
severe learning difficulties. This 
heightened Geoff’s sensitivity 
and sense of social justice. He 
passed those values on to his 
daughters, Ann and Catherine. 

One of Geoff’s life mottos 
was: “You can never have too 
much education.” He studied 
Youth Social Development at 
the University of Manchester 
in the late 1960s and became 
a full-time Youth Service Field 
Officer in 1970 in East Yorkshire. 
He also studied part-time 
for qualifications in teaching 
adults and a BA in Educational 
Management at the University 
of Hull.

As a Senior Youth Officer, 
he built up the youth service 
across Humberside in the 1970s 
and 80s, fostering networks of 
voluntary schemes and Council-
run clubs across the county. 

A polymath, Geoff loved 
science, as well as gardening 
and rose-growing, sports 

and supporting Manchester 
United. He also loved literature, 
politics and the arts, especially 
ballet. He was an exuberant 
grandfather to Jessica and Jacob, 
passing on his interests and 
delighting in sharing theirs. He is 
much missed. 

Ann Oldroyd

Eric Laws
1955

My friend Eric Laws died on 
September 22, 2016, after a 
prolonged illness, having spent 
much of his final two years in 
Leeds General Infirmary.

Our friendship endured for 
more than 50 years. It all began 
in 1953, when we were brand 
new students at Chester College, 
fresh from two years of National 
Service. It did not take me long 
to discover that this was a man 
with an agile mind and a wicked 
sense of humour.

Eric was intent on becoming 
a teacher and was just as 
determined to have a good 
time doing it. Selecting the local 
brewery for a required study of 
the Roman City of Chester and 
inviting me to be his partner was 
the first of his original ideas. To 
the surprise of all our colleagues, 
it was a great success which 
gained us a measure of respect 
and notoriety, not to mention 
free beer.

Eric was born a Geordie in 
South Shields, before becoming 
a naturalised Yorkshireman when 
he and his wife, Penuel, moved 
to Leeds where they raised two 
children, Alison and Stewart. At 
heart however, he was a true 
Cestrian, attending reunions 
while serving as Year Secretary.

After teaching Art at Allerton 
Grange High School in Leeds, 
Eric took early retirement, which 
allowed him to pursue his love 
of calligraphy. It was also an 
opportunity for Eric and Penuel 
to visit many parts of the world. 
My wife and I often joined them.

Sadly, all of this changed for 

Eric with the death of Penuel 13 
years ago, leaving a void in his 
life that could never be filled. 

Eric corresponded with me 
by telephone and fax, never 
embracing the digital world. I 
shall miss receiving his blurry 
letters typed on an ancient 
typewriter and faxed to me 
when he remembered how the 
infernal machine worked.

Harold (Harry) Parr

James Whittaker / Jim Bowen 
1959
 

Born James Whittaker, comedian 
and broadcaster Jim Bowen, has 
died at the age of 80. Following 
National Service, he arrived at 
Chester College in 1957, and 
quickly established his place in 
the college jazz band, the Chester 
All Stars, attending local dances. 

On gaining his Teacher 
Training Certificate in 1959, Jim 
returned to his native Lancashire 
to become a PE teacher, 
marrying Phyllis with whom he 
had two children.

By 1960, he was head of PE 
at Caton Primary School, and 
subsequently became Deputy 
Head. A strong disciplinarian, 
Jim soon began to expand 
his teaching skills to dance 
and drama, and joined a local 
dramatic society. He began 
working part-time as a stand-up 
comedian in the 1960s.

He spent time at the 
famous Rudolph Laban School 
of Dance, in London, at a time 
when combining educational 
drama with English was highly 
sought after. He made his first TV 
appearance on Granada TV’s The 
Comedians, which was followed 
by other TV opportunities. He 
then appeared on cruise ships 
like the QE2, where initially he 
played trumpet with the Hot 

Rhythm Orchestra, and later 
with the Fred Olsen cruise ships 
where he performed his ‘Evening 
with Jim Bowen’ act.

In the early 1980s, Jim was 
well known as a presenter on 
ITV’s Bullseye from 1981 until 
1995. Further TV appearances 
followed; on the BBC’s The 
Weakest Link: Celebrity Edition 
and Peter Kay’s Phoenix Nights.

In his later years, he worked 
for BBC Radio Lancashire, 
performed at The Edinburgh 
Festival and toured venues across 
the country. He retired to a quiet 
rural setting in Lancashire with 
Phyllis, and enjoyed spending 
time with his family.

Robert Angus Burns
Mid Year 1958-1959

Robbie was one of the most 
dynamic and popular members 
of our year group. He quickly 
established himself with his 
musical talent, being able to 
play piano, guitar, banjo and 
mandolin. Even more exotic, as a 
young teenager, he had formed 
a rock group with Hank Marvin 
and Bruce Welch. The group had 
appeared on TV and toured with 
Cliff Richard’s backing group until 
Hank and Bruce joined Cliff to 
form The Shadows. Added to his 
musical ability, Robbie displayed 
an engaging charm, which was 
both endearing and disarming.

A few months after leaving 
College, Robbie married 
Gwen, whom he had met at a 
College dance. Robbie taught 
PE and Science in London and 
Derbyshire, and completed a 
one-year Advanced Diploma at 
Leeds Carnegie. 

Robbie and Gwen moved to 
Guernsey in September 1964, 
teaching PE at Vauvert Secondary. 
Here he remained for 25 years, 
teaching a variety of subjects. He 
was a versatile and inspirational 
teacher, who had the rare gift of 
empathy, gaining trust and respect 
from even the most challenging 

The Chester All Stars.
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pupils. He was also a highly 
effective coach in a number of 
sporting disciplines. Towards the 
end of his career, Robbie moved 
into primary school teaching.

Robbie’s many and varied 
interests - running, gardening, 
stone-masonry and natural 
history - were tragically cut short 
when in 2014 he was diagnosed 
with degenerative polyneuro 
radiculopathy, a condition 
which was to immobilise him 
completely, yet through which he 
remained positive, cheerful and 
uncomplaining; unfailingly grateful 
to Gwen, proud of his daughter 
and grandchildren, and untiring of 
the panoramic sea view from his 
windows on the coast at Albecq.

Rod Hunt

Howard Morse
1960

It is with great sadness that I 
have to report that I learned of 
the sudden death of Howard 
Morse, from a heart attack in 
March 2017.

We met on the first day of our 
inauguration at Chester College 
in 1958, simply because we were 
‘in digs’ next door to each other 
in Upton. We became great 
friends very quickly and, although 
only meeting up occasionally, 
remained so for over 58 years.

Because he was from The 
Rhondda, it was too far and too 
expensive for him to travel home 
for the occasional weekend break, 
so he came home with me more 
than once, and succeeded in very 
much endearing himself to the 
members of my family.

Howard was an excellent 
musician and played the organ at 
the College on various occasions. 
He was also a ‘natural’ teacher 
and one can imagine that young 
children must have loved him.

Most of all though, Howard 
was genuine, easy going and so 
easy to get on with. I consider 
myself very lucky to have met him 
and to have known him.

Mike Law

Margaret Lacey
1965

Margaret arrived at Chester 
College in 1962 to train as a 
teacher and was one of a small 
number of women to join the 
previously all-male student 
population. 

Margaret embraced college 
life with immense enthusiasm, 
joining the Christian Union, 
Swimming Club and Dramatic 
Society. She took a leading part 
in many drama productions. 
Margaret was an outstanding 
student, achieving a distinction in 
Art and Divinity. 

Margaret taught at 
Woodchurch Secondary School 
for Girls and in 1995, aged 64, she 
graduated from the University 
of Chester, with a Master’s in 
Victorian Studies.

In her spare time, Margaret 
continued her interest in 
Drama and for over 30 years, 
was a leading member of the 
Woolgatherers Dramatic Society. 

Margaret always kept in 
close touch with her alma 
mater, serving on the Alumni 
Association Executive Committee 
for nearly 40 years. It was a 
pleasure to meet with her at our 
Year Group Reunions. Margaret’s 
daughter Lin followed in her 
footsteps as a Chester student, 
where she met her husband 
Jim. Margaret will be fondly 
remembered and sadly missed.

Tony Lawton
 
Priscilla Clare Scott Foot  
(née Donald) 
1966

Priscilla was local to Chester and 
joined Chester College as a day 
student, living with her mother 
and two sisters. 

At College, Priscilla threw 
herself enthusiastically into 
several drama productions. Her 
passion for the theatre remained 
with her for life, and she took part 
in many amateur productions. 

Priscilla’s first teaching 

position was at Oakfield School in 
Dulwich, where I would visit her. 
They were always happy visits as 
Priscilla was great company, being 
witty, well-informed and always 
on top of current political events. 
The last time we met in 2015, the 
conversation was as lively as ever, 
despite Priscilla’s illness.

While in Dulwich, Priscilla 
met her husband, Michael. They 
married in 1972 and had three 
sons and a daughter. In 1983, the 
family moved to Broadstairs in 
Kent. There Priscilla continued to 
teach and enjoyed helping each 
year with the Dickens Festival.

Unfortunately in 2008, Priscilla 
was diagnosed with cancer. This 
was such a blow, which Priscilla 
bore with remarkable courage 
and emotional strength. Good 
treatment extended her life 
for another eight years, during 
which she was able to pursue 
her intellectual interests, visit 
the theatre, and enjoy her family 
life and her membership of Holy 
Trinity Church Broadstairs. The 
last time we met was on her visit 
to Stratford-upon-Avon in 2015 
to see several plays with her 
husband, Michael.

Priscilla died on October 10, 
2016. She was devoted to her 
husband, children and beloved 
grandson. How fortunate we are 
to have had her in our lives.

Elaine Nomura (née Taylor)
 
John Leslie Harrop 
1966

I shall always remember John for 
the fun and friendship we shared 
together, and for his dedication, 
both to his academic studies and 
his sporting activities, especially 
rugby and athletics. 

John came from Colwyn 
Bay and attended Colwyn Bay 
Grammar School. He studied 
Mathematics and Physical 
Education as his main subjects 
at College and excelled in both. 
He became a very successful 
and dedicated teacher, who 
stood for no nonsense, instilled 

sportsmanship in his pupils and 
got every ounce of effort from 
them. He started his teaching 
career at Sandbach Grammar 
School, moving on to Wade 
Deacon Grammar School and 
Widnes Sixth Form College.

John was very proud of his 
Welsh heritage and occasionally 
he would remind us of this by 
speaking in the Welsh language, or 
even breaking into song, especially 
when Wales were beating England 
at Cardiff Arms Park. 

Over the years, we used to 
meet two or three times a year 
and visit the leisure centres we 
both belonged to for a workout 
and a swim, followed by an 
enjoyable lunch.

John was married to Helen 
and during his last years, she 
cared for him in the most difficult 
of circumstances. Helen has been 
a truly devoted wife and John 
would always have wanted to 
thank her for this.

Dave Hallas
 
Stephanie Ramage 
(née Peters) 
1966 
 
Although Stephanie’s home was 
near to Chester in Connah’s Quay, 
she opted to be one of the very 
first group of resident women at 
Chester College in 1963. 

Stephanie enjoyed College 
life enormously, making many 
friends and pursuing music, art 
and Primary Education. She was 
a good singer and pianist, and 
also a member of Emlyn Roberts’ 
Hawarden Singers.

Stephanie taught in Connah’s 
Quay when she left College, but 
moved to Macclesfield after she 
married Roderick Ramage. She 
remained in Macclesfield for 
the rest of her life and taught 
at Prestbury CE Primary School. 
After becoming a mother, 
Stephanie left teaching to care for 
her son and daughter. 

When her children were 
older, Stephanie pursued a 
variety of interests, including 
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working for a music publishers, 
and later running her own music 
shop. After Stephanie divorced, 
she pursued her creative talents 
in textiles and embroidery, 
making the most gorgeous bags, 
quilts, cushions, and hangings, 
which she sold at craft fairs. 

Stephanie was a great 
supporter of the Unitarian Chapel 
in Macclesfield for many years, 
being on their committee and 
occasionally taking services and 
playing for them. She loved the 
Chapel so it was appropriate that 
a celebration of her life was held 
there, and was attended by her 
many friends, as well as her family.

Stephanie died on February 
18, 2017 in Macclesfield Hospice, 
after suffering from cancer for 
over a year. She is missed so much 
by her son and daughter, and her 
grandson, as well as her friends 
who loved her for her bright, lively 
personality and marvellous wit, as 
well as her kindness and generosity. 

Elaine Nomura (née Taylor)
 
Dave Potts 
1969

With great sadness I report the 
death of one of our PE guys, 
George David Potts, in September 
2017, following a two year battle 
with cancer. As Year Secretary, I 
rely on anecdotes from three of 
his fellow students. Dave clearly 
made quite an impression on all 
around him.

Dave Cowell said: “My 
memories of Dave are as a gentle 
giant of a guy, always having a 
smile on his face and a ready quip 
on his lips. He had a lightning 
quick sense of humour and was 
enormously popular within our 
year group. His great love of 
course was football, and he and 
Mick Pink were a sparkling duo, 
both in their sport and socially.”

Dave Hodkinson said: “I recall 
the night Dave and I faced each 
other in a vote for captaincy of the 
Football team. I, a three year team 
veteran with goals and assists to 
my name, and Dave, the reserve 

team goal keeper, a quiet and 
unassuming man. Dave deservedly 
won the position and proved to 
be the right man - organised, 
dedicated, and fair. Under his 
captaincy, the College Football 
team reinstated itself as a force in 
the Cheshire league and University 
competitions. I suspect Dave’s 
career and family life mirrored 
these qualities of calmness, 
courage and modest efficiency.”

Gareth Hopkin added: “Dave 
helped to make our College years 
unforgettable and enjoyable. 
Dave and I became good friends, 
he captained the Football team 
and I captained the Rugby team. 
A fond memory is Dave in an 
outsized cricket sweater for 
impromptu tennis challenges, 
at 6ft 4in, he cut a fine figure 
when he wore it with a pair 
of shorts. One evening, when 
striding out to the tennis courts, 
some ill-disciplined PE students 
from another year likened his 
appearance to ‘thoroughly 
modern Milly’. Dave replied in 
rather ‘fruity’ language with a big 
smile on his face.”

Thanks for the legacy Dave, 
rest in peace. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his wife Ann 
and his family.

Geoff Mackenzie

DECEASED STAFF
Jim Feakins
Staff 1967-89

Jim joined the then Chester 
College on April 1, 1967, as a 
Senior Lecturer in Mathematics. 
Prior to this, Jim had been Head 
of Mathematics at both Lord 
Williams Grammar School in 
Thame, Oxon and Bramcote Hills 
Grammar School in Beeston, 
Nottinghamshire.

By 1973, Jim had been 
promoted to a Principal 
Lectureship. He played a 
considerable part in the 
development of the Mathematics 
curriculum. It was due to his drive 

and initiative that the Mathematics 
Department organised a one-year 
in-service course for teachers in 
primary and middle schools. This 
was later extended to a two year 
diploma course of the University of 
Liverpool, with Jim as Director. 

In 1979, Jim was awarded an 
MSc in Education (Mathematics) 
by the University of Keele. He 
retired in March 1989.

At the time of his retirement, 
Jim was held in high esteem by 
his peers, colleagues and students 
alike as a good humoured, 
tolerant and patient man, and as a 
gifted and inspiring teacher. 

Julie Dagnall

Dr Philomena Mary Alston
Staff 1972-1995

Dr Philomena Mary Alston 
joined Chester College as a 
Lecturer in Professional Studies in 
Education on September 1, 1972. 
Prior to this, she was a Lecturer 
in Education at St Katharine’s 
College, in Liverpool.

Phil graduated from the 
Royal Manchester College of 
Music in 1962 and went on to 
do a PGCE at the University of 
Manchester. Later, she gained her 
Master’s Degree and a PhD at the 
University of Liverpool.

From 1964-76, she was 
organist at the Church of St 
Augustine in Manchester, 
where she was responsible 
for a large adult choir, with 
many radio and television 
broadcasting commitments.

At the College, Phil was a 
representative on the Board of 
Professional Studies and was 
responsible for the planning 
of the PGCE in Child Behaviour 
and Development. She led a 
research group of teachers, which 
culminated in the production of 
curriculum guidelines for music 
for the Wirral Education Authority. 
Phil had a very successful teaching 
career in Music, especially with 
gifted children and she was invited 
to produce guidelines for teaching 
music to more able children. 

Phil was also the architect of 
our very successful programme 
of Work Based Learning (WBL). 
In 1990, the College was 
selected by the Learning and 
Experience Trust as one of three 
partners in a national project 
funded by the Department of 
Employment. Phil was selected 
as overall project manager.

In 1990-91, Phil went on a 
Learning from Experience Trust 
study tour in the United States 
and in autumn 1994, she was 
invited to the CAEL Conference in 
Washington, USA, to deliver two 
poster sessions.

By the time of her retirement 
in 1995, the WBL office was 
receiving visitors from a variety of 
universities and other agencies, 
to share the College’s experience 
of developing and organising 
Work Based Learning. 

Philomena was loved by 
all who met her. She will be 
remembered.

Stan France and Julie Dagnall

FRIENDS REMEMBERED
We are very conscious of the difficulty in summarising 
the lifetime achievements of our inspirational alumni 
in just 300 words. In resolution, we have set up a 
section on our website called ‘Friends Remembered’.
Here we upload in full those obituaries that we have 
had to significantly reduce in size, in order to ensure 
that there is space for everyone’s contribution in 
The Cestrian. Please contact us if you would like to 
remember your friend.
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SPORT ALUMNA 
NETS A WIN
Former student, Tracey Neville MBE, has 
coached the England Netball team to victory at 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the Gold 
Coast, in Australia.

Tracey, who has also represented Netball for 
England as a player at the Commonwealth Games 
in 1998 and 2002, graduated from the University 
of Chester in 2007, with a degree in Nutrition and 
Sports Science. She spent three years combining her 
studies with a key role in England’s netball team.

She now coaches the England Roses, who 
secured their victory at the Commonwealth Games 
in a tense game against Australia. They scored in the 
final second, leaving the score 52-51 over Australia. 
This is the team’s first Commonwealth Games gold 
medal. Historically, only two teams (Australia and 
New Zealand) have ever claimed gold at a major 
international competition.

Tracey began playing netball for England in 
1993, before a serious knee injury forced her to 
retire from the game in 2008. She has over 80 caps 
for her country, having represented England as a 
player at the Commonwealth Games and various 
World Championships. She was also part of the 
England Netball Coaching team that won their first 
gold medal at the World Series.

Tracey has remained dedicated to raising the 
profile of the sport and, following a successful 
playing career, she began coaching, setting up the 
Tracey Neville Netball Academy at Sedbergh School 
in Cumbria. She was also appointed Member of the 
Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2016 New 
Year Honours for services to netball. 

Prior to being Head Coach for England’s 
national Netball team, Tracey coached Team 
Northumbria and Superleague club, Manchester 
Thunder. In March 2015, Tracey was appointed 
coach of the England Netball team, and took the 
team to the Netball World Cup in Sydney in 2015.

Tracey Neville at the Vitality Netball International 
Series, as part of the Netball Quad Series.

UK’S FINEST FOR 
NUTURING TALENT
Alumna Anna Jackson was awarded 
Disability Coach of the Year at the 
UK Coaching Awards 2017, one of 
the most prestigious events in the 
coaching community.

Anna is currently Head Coach 
at Cheshire Phoenix Wheelchair 
Basketball Club and Angels of the North 
Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Club. 
Last summer, one of the players that 
Anna used to coach, Billy Bridge from 
Ellesmere Port, was part of the British 
team that won a gold medal at the Men’s 
Under-23s World Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship in Canada. She also 
coaches two current and four retired 
GB players at the Angels of the North 
Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Club. 

Anna said: “I am incredibly honoured 
to have won. It was an amazing night 
and I still can’t quite believe it! As I was 
coming off the stage, they broke the news 
to me that I was going to Sky Studios the 
following day to be interviewed for Sky 
Sports News and Sky Sunrise. It was an 
early start, but an amazing morning!”

Originally from Ruthin in North 
Wales, Anna graduated in 1996 with a 
degree in PE/Sports Science and Biology. 
She discovered wheelchair basketball by 
chance after retiring from hockey due to 
ongoing knee problems. She said: “Little 
did I know that from that point onwards 
my life would change completely. I 
remember getting in a sports chair for 
the first time and suddenly I did not have 
to worry about my legs - I could just play. 
It was a real life changing moment for me 
and I have not looked back since.”

She joined local club, Chester 
Rockets, and was selected for the Great 
Britain Women’s Wheelchair Basketball 
squad after just one season. She went 
on to have a 10 year career, representing 
the country in wheelchair basketball, 

competing in two World Championships, 
three European Championships, three 
Paralympic World Cups and the 2000 
Paralympic Games in Sydney. In 2008, 
Anna made the difficult decision to retire 
from playing international basketball. 
Although she still plays when she gets 
the chance, off the court, Anna has 
continued to demonstrate her passion 
for the sport through coaching. 

She said: “I am now a qualified tutor 
with British Wheelchair Basketball and 
I am branching out into life coaching. I 
have recently set up my own business 
called Believe It Coaching. I love the fact 
that my story is helping to inspire the 
next generation of players, coaches and 
athletes, as well as inspiring everyday 
people in their everyday lives.

“I find coaching as cathartic as 
playing sport, and I am a true believer 
that activity can have a positive effect 
on your mental health. Coaching has 
improved my self-belief, my self-esteem, 
and given me a focus for those days 
when I don’t feel at my best, either 
physically or mentally.”

Anna Jackson.

Anna at the UK Coaching Awards 2017.


